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MESSAGE FROM THE PROTOPRESBYTER

Message from FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS, PROTOPRESBYTER

his is the time of the year when everyone starts

getting ready for Christmas. Each year, we joyfully

celebrate the” Feast of Christmas” the Birth of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In fact, we celebrate it each
year, and remarkably some of us even go through this holiday
season without giving a thought at all to the true meaning
and reason for the season. All these preparations that we do
during the Holidays, are wonderful expressions of emotions,
but how do we as Orthodox Christians prepare for this Great
Event?

We have gone away from the true essence of why we celebrate
the Birth of Christ. It seems that we all have a tendency to
build up to Christmas as a climax anticipating the Feast with
all sorts of observances and celebrations, and then as soon
as the day is past, we forget all about it. To bring a solution
to this, we must make sacrifices and personal decisions that
will correct the past mistakes. We have gone away from the
idea of caring for Christ, to the idea of caring for our own
pleasures. When we prepare a birthday celebration, our key
focus must be on the birthday person. This is his/her day.
Since December 25th is the Lord’s birthday, then we should
focus and PUT CHRIST FIRST. As Christians we have to get
back to the basics and the old times where Christ came first
in our lives.

Today we have Christ on the back burner. We have so many
distractions that we fulfill in our everyday lives that we forget
who our Creator is, and what is our purpose for being born
in this world? We must have a purpose! I personally don't
think that our purpose here on earth is just to satisfy our own
personal pleasures. Just as we arrange our homes, schedules,
and other aspects of our daily lives, God would like us to
focus on what Christmas is all about. It’s not about going to
Department stores, and buying gifts for family and friends. It’s
not to schedule parties just to enjoy ourselves. CHRISTMAS
IS ABOUT CHRIST! This is His Birthday, and we should
celebrate this day with Him.

Today, we are pressured to proclaim a generic Happy Holidays,
taking the focus of the season further and further away from
the manger of our New Born Lord, and placing more emphasis
on our own appetites, entertainment and satisfaction. Isn't it
sad that on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day when the Bells
of the Church ring to invite God’s children to His home to
celebrate His Birthday very few people show up? But when
a Party, a Concert, a Banquet, a Football game, and other
activities are scheduled we are there hours before to fill up
the seats so we can enjoy the festivities. Or for Black Friday,
people will stand in line for hours and hours just to get in the
store and buy a product because it is cheaper on that day. For
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all those that I have mentioned
we find time to do those things
but for Christ we have no time for
Him. And then we call ourselves
Christians, and when hard times
are hitting us, we always ask for
His help and guidance. That to
me is so hypocritical. We should
honor our Lord on His Birthday
with our presence in Church. We
can do all these things that are written above, and still make
time to be with Him on His Birthday. His invitation is opened
to everyone to come to His home and share the Christmas
experience with Him.

We have Parents today who were raised in the Church. Their
parents brought them to Church faithfully every Sunday.
But today the same parents who are raising their children
are the ones who neglect to teach their children the true
essence of what Christmas is all about. How can anyone be
so hypocritical? Is this what we are teaching our children that
Christmas is just a day where we have parties, stay at home
and open our gifts? If we are teaching our children this form
of faith, then just imagine what our children will be teaching
their children about Christmas. As good Christian parents,
we can change all of that. We can have a better relationship
with Christ, if we really wanted too. Remember the saying,
“If there is a Will, there is a Way?” I hope and pray that this
Christmas we can change things for the better. Let’s bring our
family to Church on Christmas Eve or on Christmas Day,
to worship Him and receive Him in the Holy Eucharist as a
family. Let us express to Him that we truly love Him, and for
Him to bring peace into the world and into our hearts, and
to help us let go of past resentments and guilt, forgiving those
who have hurt us and seeking forgiveness from one another.
We can do it all, have our parties, open up our gifts, and still
find that special time to be with our Lord during His birthday
celebration. Remember, the most important gift and the most
expensive gift---- is to give ourselves to Him.

In closing, I hope and pray during this Christmas Holiday
Season---that we make a change in our lives and correct our
Old ways. Let’s start this Christmas on the right foot, and
head to a course that will truly bring us love, joy, fellowship,
friendship, happiness and back to “Church”

Presvytera Toula and I, along with our whole family, wish
you and your loved ones a
Blessed and Merry Christmas and find the true meaning of
Christ’s birth.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PROTOPRESBYTER

VT eival n emoxr Tov €Tovg, Tov OAot Eekvovv va
Asrotpd(ovral yia Ta Xplotovyevva. Kabe xpodvo, pe

xapd yoptafovpe v «Eoptr| twv Xplotovyévvwvs Ty
I¢vvnon tov Kvpiov ko Zwtrpog nuwv Incod Xpiotov. Xtnv
TPAYHATIKOTNTA TO YropTalovpe kdbe XpOvo Kat KUPLOAEKTIKA
peplKol amd eUAg TEPVOVV AKON Kal auTr Tnv mepiodo Twv
€0pTWV Xwpic va okepTovy kaBolov tnv aknBuwvr évvota kat tTnv
onpaocia tng emoxng. Oleg avTég oL TIPOETOLHATIEG IOV KAVOLLE
Katd Tt SLdpKela TV E0PTWY, gival pia Bavpdota Ekgpaon Twv
ovvaoOnudtwy, aAAd kat 0 TPOTMOG TV TPOETOHALOHAOTE
Yt auTO TO peYdAo yeyovos, epeic wg OpBodofor Xpiotiavoi.
‘Exovpe Ee@uyel amod v mpaypatikn ovoia Tov yioti yloptaloupe
™ Yyévvnon tov Xpiotov. Qaivetar 6TL OAot £xovpe TNV TAON
va xtiCovpe péxpt Ta XpLotodyevva, w¢ amokopOPwHA TNV
TIPOPAEYN TNG E0PTIG e OAEG TIG TTAPASOTELG KAL TIG EOPTATTIKEG
ekdnAwoelg, kat otn ovvéxela, HOAG N nuépa yiver mapebov,
Eexvape ta mavta. Tia va Bpovpe wa Avon oe avtd, mpénet va
kavoupe Buoieg kat mpoowTikég anopaocelg mov Ba StopBwvovv
Ta AdBn tov maperBovtoc. Exovpe anopakpuvlei and v déa
™G gpovtidag ya Tov XpLoTo, pe v 18éa TG gpovTidag yia Tig
Sikég pag amolavoels. Otav mpoeTopalopacTte yloo pia yloptn
yeveOhiowv, Paoctkn} Hog €0Tiaon ival To TPOCWTO TOV €0pTAleL
Ta yevéOd tov. H npépa avtn eivat n nuépa tov. Aod Aomov
n 25n AekepPpiov eival ta yevébAia tov Kvpiov, tote Oa mpémel
va emkevTpwBovpe kat va Pdiovpe ITPQTO TO XPIETO. Qg
Xplotiavoi mpémel va emoTpEYOLLE 0T BaCLiKd Kat GTOVG TAALOVG
XpOvoug mov o Xptotdg kateixe tn mpwtn Béon otn {wr pag.

Zruepa éxovpe Tov Xplotd oe devtepn poipa. Exovpe tdéo0ovg
TOAAOVG TEpLOTIAoOVG TTov Yepifouv v kabnuepvy pag {wn,
pe anotéleopa va Eexvape molog givat o Anpovpyds pag, Kot
010G €lvaL 0 OKOTIOG pag, Tov yevvnOnkape o autdv Tov KOGHO.
[pémel va éxovpe €va okomod! Eyw mpoowmikd Sev vopilw 6Tt o
OKOTIOG Hag €8 OTN YN €ival HOVO va IKAVOTIOGOVUE TIG SIKEG
HaG TPOOWTIKEG amolavoels. AkpIPWG OTWG TAKTOTOLOVHE  Tal
OTITIOL HAG, T TIPOYPAMPATA Hag, Kat Ta biohotma Oépata g
kaBnuepvng pag (wng. O Oedg Ba fBele va emxevtpwBovpe oe
QUTO IOV TIPAYHATIKA OTpaivovy Ta Xplotovyevva. Agv onpaivovv
Va TPEXOVHE 0 TOAVKATAOTHUATA Ylot VoL ayopAaoovpe Swpa yLa
owoyévela Kat @ilovg. Agv onuaivovv va mpoypappatiovpe
TapTL HOVOo yia Ti§ Sikég pag amohavoetg. TA XPIXTOYTENNA
ITPEITEI NA EINAI A®IEPOMENA XTO XPIXTO! Eivar ta
TevéBAa Tov kat TIPETEL va YLOPTAGOVE avTr] TV Népa padi Tov.

Shuepa, pog avaykdlovv va Aépe, yevikd, Kahég Eoptég,
ATIOPAKPUVOVTAG TO ETHKEVTPO TNG €MOXNG OAO KAl TLO HOKPLA
and ™ darvip Tov Neoyevnbévrog Kvpiov, xat Sivovtog
peyahvtepn éppaon ot Sikég pag  opeels, yuxaywyiag kat
IKavomoinong. Aev eivat Aomnpo 1o yeyovog otL tnv Ilapapovn
Twv Xplotovyévvwv kat v Hpépa tov Xpiotovyévvwy, otav
ot Kapmdveg g ExkAnaoiag xpumovv yua va kaiéoovy ta matdia
Tov @0V oto omitt Tov, va yoptacovv ta yevéOAd Tov, TOAD
Aiyot avBpwmot epgavifovtay,  AAG dtav mpoypapportiCeton
éva TapTL, Mo ovvavhia, éva emionuo Seimvo, éva maryvidt
10800@aipov Kat AAAeG SpacTnpLOTNTEG, EilaOTE eKel TPV Amtd
LEPIKEG WPEG Yla va TILACOVE BECELG KAl V. AOAAVCOLE TIG
eopTaoTikEG avtég ekdnhwoets. H t Mavpn Iapaockevr, mov ot
AvBpwWTIOL TIEPIHEVOLY GTNY YPAUUN VLo DPEG KAl WPEG LOVO Yla

3 KOINONIA

Va UITOUV 0TO KATACTNHUA KAl Vo ayopaoovy éva mpoldv emeldr
elval @votepo ekeivp v npépa. Tia Olovg ekeivovg Tovg
Aoyoug mov mpoavépepa, Ppiokovpe XpOVO va KAVOLUE AUTE Ta
npaypata, alla yia tov Xptoto, Sev éxovpe xpovo yi ‘Avtdv. Kat
peta Aépe OTL eipaote Xplotiavoi, kat 0tav ot SOOKOAEG OTIypéS
Hog XTuTovy, mévta {ntdue tn Ponbeta kau v kabodnynon Tov.
Mo péva eivat kaBapry vrokpioia. Oa mpEmeL va TIUNGOVE TOV
Kopt6 pag ota yevéBAid Tov pe tnv mapovaia pog oty ExkAnoia.
Mrnopobpe va kavovpe OAa autd Ta TPAYHATA IOV €ypaya
TAPATIAV® KAl AKOHa va Bpodpe To xpovo va eipaote pali Tov
ota Ievébhid Tov. H npdoxAnon Tov eival avolktr yia 6Aovg
va ¢pBovv oto omitt Tov kat va HOLpAGTOOV TNV epmelpia TwV
Xprotovyévvwv pali Tov.

‘Exovpe onjuepa Toveig mov peydAwoav péoa otnv ExkkAnoia.

Ot yoveig tovg Touvg €gepvav otnv ExkAnola kaBe Kvpiaxmn,
aveAMmwg. Zrpepa, Opwg, ot idlot oL yoveig mov peyalwvouv
Ta moudd Tovg, eivar avtoi mov mapapelovv va ta Siddgovv
TNV TPAYUATIK] ovoia Tov Tt onuaivovy Tta Xplotovyevva.
Ilwg umopei kaveig va eivar 1600 vrokpttrg; AvTtod eival mov
Siddokovpe ota moudid pag otL ta Xplotodyevva givat pia nuépa
TIOL €XOVUE TAPTY, UEVOVUE OTO OTITL Kol avoiyovpe ta dwpa
pags Eav 8idakovpe ota moudid pag avtry tn poper miotng, toTe
gavtaoteite Tt Ta Taudd pog Ba Siddgovv Ta madd Toug yia
Ta Xprotovyevva. Qg kaloi Xplotiavoi yoveig, umopodpe va ta
aAlagovpe OAa avtd. Mmopovpe va éxouple fia KaAVTepr Oxéon
pe Tov Xplotd, av 6viwg to Béhovue. Ouundeite to pnto: “Av
vrapxet O€Anon, vapyet kat 1poTog.”

EAmtiw xoau mpooevxopan 0Tt autd Ta XploTOUYEVVA UTOPOVHE
va aAldgovpe ta Tpdypata Tpog To KaAUTEPO. AG pépovpe TNV
otkoyéveld pag otnv ExkAnoia tnv mapapovr) twv Xplotovyévvwv
n v Hpépa tov Xplotouyévvwy, va TPOOKLVICOUHE, va
ekkAnotaotovpe kot va Aafovpe Otia Kovwvia oav owkoyévela.
Ag ex@paoovpe 0 ‘AvTOV OTL TOV  ayamdpe TPAyUATIKA, Kat va
Tov mapakaléoovple va @EpeL TNV €LPHVI] OTOV KOOHO KAl OTIG
Kapdiég pag, va pog Ponbnoet va agroovpe miow pag Ta pion,
TIG EVOXEG Kat TIG Suoapéokeleg TOV TapeABOVTOG, ouyxwpwvTag
€KEIVOVG TTOV pag £xouv PAayeL , kat va {nTrioovpe ouyxwpeot o
évag and tov allo. Mmopodpe va ta kdvovpe OAa, va éxovpe Ta
TAPTL poag, va avoifovpe Ta Swpa pag kat va Ppovpe akopa Tov
WSlaitepo xpovo va eipaote padi pe tov Kopto pag oty €optr twv
yeveOhiov Tov. @uunBeite, 6TL TO TLO ONUAVTIKO SWPO KAt TO TILO
akptBo Swpo ---- eivat va a@Lepwoovie TOV EaVTO pag o ‘Avtov.

KAeivovtag, ehmilw kat mpooedyopat katd tn Stdpketa avTrg
™G meptodov Twv XpLoTOUyEVVMVY --- v KAVOUHE piat aAhoyr
ot {wr] pag kat va StopBwoovpe tovg Tlakaiovg pag TpodTOUG.
Ag Eexwvnoovpe avtd ta Xprotovyevva pe to Sebi oSt kat va
emkevTpwOolpe o€ pia mopeia mov Ba Lag @épeL Tpaypatikd Ty
ayamnn, TN Xapd, T emkotvwvia, T @thia, TNV evTUXia KaL TV
emoTpo@r| otnv «ExxAnoian.

H Ilpeofvtépa Tovda kot o vrogarvéuevos pali ue Tnv
OIKOYEVEIK G, EVYOUROTE OE E0KG KL TOVG KYATTHUEVOUG OOG
Kala Xpiotovyevva, ka1 emiong KATE THYV €0pTAOTIKY QUTH
EMOXN V& AVAKXADYETE TO TIPAYUKTIKO VOHUK THG
IEvvnong Tov Xpiotod.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear parishioners and friends of our church,
The Nativity of Christ: A Light of Love and Hope

As the great feast of the Divine Nativity approaches,
our Church calls us to turn the gaze of our soul toward
the humble cave of Bethlehem. There, where the eternal
God becomes man in order to bring to the world peace,
love, and hope. Christmas is not an ordinary day; it is
an invitation to open our hearts to the light that never

fades.

The Nativity of Christ is a call to let love become action:
« To visit someone who is lonely.
o To support a family in hardship.
« To forgive someone who has hurt us.
« To pray with gratitude.

Hope is not an idea—it is Christ Himself, who comes
into our life when we make room for Him.

Let us, therefore, allow our heart to become the cave of
Bethlehem, where love and peace are born anew.

In our noisy and often dark world, the
Birth of Christ calls us to rediscover the
peace of the heart, unity, forgiveness, and
solidarity. To become bearers of His light
in every part of our lives: in our family,
at work, in society. Every act of kindness,
every word of comfort, every heartfelt
apology becomes a small star that
brightens human darkness.

During these holy days, let us open our hearts to the
Newborn Christ. Let us allow His uncreated light to
warm our souls and lead us to a renewed life, filled

with faith, love, and hope.
We wish everyone a Merry and Blessed Christmas!

With love and respect,

Stamatia leromonachos

President of St. Nicholas Parish Council

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church of Baltimore

Ayannroi pog evopites ko pilor ¢ ExxAnoiog pag,
H I¥vvnon tov Xpiotov: Pws Ayanns ke EAmidag

Kabws mAnowaler n peyddn eopts s Beiag TEvvnons, 1y
ExxAnoio pog kaedei v otpéyovpe o PAEupa THG YUXHS POS
npog 1o Tamevo oo 116 ByOleéu. Exei omov o dvapyog
Oedg yivetou &vOpwtos, yio v PEPeL aTOV KOOUO THY EPHIVY,
mv ayanny kou v eAmida. Too Xpiotovyevva Sev eivou o
TUTIKY HUépar eivau TpdokAnon va avoibovpe THY KapSid pog
070 PG 1OV SeV afvel.

H IEvvnon tov Xpiotod eivar mpookAnon va aprigovpe v
aydmn va yiver mpadn:

o No emoxepOovpe évav povayixd &vbpwro.

o N otnpiovue pia oixoyéveia mov Sokupd(era.

« Nt ovyywprjoovpe K&TToL0V IOV UAG OTEVRYWPH]OE.

o Na mpooevynBovpe pe evyvwpoaivy.

H eAmida Sev eivau 16éa — eivau 0 Xprotog mov épyetau oth (wh
pog, 0ty epeis Tov avoiyovue xwpo.

Ag aprioovue, Aowmdv, THY kapdik pag ve yiver o oo THG
BnOleéu 6mov yevviétau Eavd i atydurr ki 1 elphvm.

Méox oTov ToADBovo Kt CUYVE OKOTEIVO KOO UA,
1 IEvvnon tov Xpiorov péc kalei va Savafpovye v
pnvy TG KapSIds, THY EVOTHTA, TH OUYXWPHON Kol
v aAAyleyyovn. Ne yivovue @opeic Tov gwtds Tov
oe k&Be ywpo ¢ (Wi pag: aTny oikoyével, oty
epyaoia, otnv kowwvia. Kabe mpaén xaloovvyg,
k&Oe Aoyog mapnyopiis, ke ovyyvaun mov divetal
ard kapdids yivetau éva pikpd Gotpo mov wtiler To
avBpwmvo okoT&dL.

Avtés TG dyieg nuépes, ag avoibovue Y Kapdid pag oTov
Neoyévvnro Xpioto. Ag agnoovue 10 dktioto @ws Tov
v (eoTdver TIC YUxEG pag ke v pag odnynoer oe (wn
QAVXYEVVUEVY, YEUKTH THOTH, aydry Keu EATTIOQ.

Evyouaote oe 6Aovg Kadd ko Evdoynuéva Xpiotovyevva!

Me amépavto oeaouo, aydmn ko extipnon,
Zrapatio Iepopoviyov

Ipoedpog Tov Awoixntikot Zvpfovdiov
Ayiov Nixoldov Batiuopns

W) Chsiglimay
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

PROTOPRESBYTER FR. MICHAEL PASTRIKOS, PASTOR Tel: 410-633-5020 « Fax: 410-633-4352

CHURCH SECRETARY DIAMONDS YANA KARABELAS, KINDERGARTEN
ELENI KOSTALAS-LENTIS SOFIA XOURI - PRESIDENT PENNY GERAPETRITIS & VASILIKI FONIADIKI, 1ST & 2ND
FINANCIAL SECRETARY MOSKOULA KOUKIDIS - VICE-PRESIDENT JENNA STAKIAS, 3RD & 4TH

AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS

ANASTASIA VASILAKOPOULOS - SECRETARY

STAVROULA SAKELAKIS 5TH

BOARD MEMBERS KALLIOPI CORNIAS & FLORA GIACOUMAKIS, 6TH
PARISH COUNCIL ROZA CORNIAS ELENI PIKOUNIS 7TH
PRESIDENT: STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS SOULA KAPETANAKOS MARIA FILIPPOU. 8TH & 9TH
VICE PRESIDENT: JOHN KOROLOGOS EVALALLAS

TREASURER: ASPASIA CHARALAMBOPOULOS
ASSISTANT TREASURER: GEORGIOS STAMOULIS

G.0.Y.A. ADVISORS

AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: EMILY SYROPOULOS PRE-K - MARIA GOURGOULIATOU,

ATHANASIOS KARAFLOS PENNY ALAFASSOS AGAPI MOSXONA MINADAKIS

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: DIMITRI PAPAVASILEIOU = HARIKLIA NEZIS KINDERGARTEN - MARIA GOURGOULIATOU,

BOARD MEMBERS:: ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS AGAPI MOSXONA MINADAKIS

JIMMY KOSMAS MARIA FILIPPOU 15T GRADE - SEVI FROUMIS VLACHOU, YVVONI GALETAKI

VASILEIOS TSERKIS FOTINI FOUKAS 2P GRADE - SEVI FROUMIS VLACHOU, YVVONI GALETAKI

NICANOR PATERIS 3R & 4™ GRADE - PARASKEVI KOTSATOU ARGETAKI
G.0.Y.A. COACHES 5™ & 6™ GRADE - KELLY PEROS VASILIADES

PHILOPTOCHOS GIRL’S COACHES: AL ELLINOMATHEIA COORDINATOR -

PRESIDENT: MARIA KARAGIANNIS JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS PARASKEVI KOTSATOU ARGETAKI

1ST VICE PRESIDENT: IRENE VASILEIOS GENEVIEVE ZDZIERA A2, Bl ELLINOMATHEIA COORDINATOR -

2ND VICE PRESIDENT: RENEE THEMELIS HARIKLIA NEZIS KELLY PEROS VASILIADES

TREASURER: STELLA KOUKIDES B2 ELLINOMATHEIA COORDINATOR -

ASSISTANT TREASURER: NORA KEFALAS BOY’S COACHES: PARASKEVI KOTSATOU ARGETAKI

SECRETARY: PANAGIOTA KOUTSANTONIS JOHN SMOUDIANIS TMHMA ENHLIKWN - YVVONI GALETAKI

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: EVANYCHIS SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS VOITHOI ELLINOMATHEIAS - ELINA PAPADIMA

ADVISOR: MARIA GIORGAKIS DIMITRI KOSTRIVAS TSAPAKIDIS, DESPINA CHATZAKOU LARENTZOS

BOARD MEMBERS:

KATINA FOTINOS, MARIA KOUTSOURI, PATTY G.0.Y.A. BOARD MEMBERS GREEK SCHOOL P.T.A.

MICKLOS, ZOE PERDIKAKIS, ELENI PIKOUNIS, GEORGE KOSTRIVAS - PRESIDENT
EVAGELIA SALIARIS, TSAMBIKA TRIANTAFILOS, CHRISTINA ALAFASSOS - VP

ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS - PRESIDENT
ALEXANDRA FORAKIS - VICE PRESIDENT

CHRISTINE ZERVOS GEORGE ZDZIERA- TREASURER DIMITRA DOUSKAS - SECRETARY
MARIAKILLIAS - CORR SEC AGATHI DIAKANTONIS - TREASURER
HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS ANDRIANNA NEZIS - REC SEC BOARD MEMBERS:
VASSO KOUMOUDIS, DIRECTOR MARIANTHI DINIOTIS - HISTORIAN MARIA IEROMONAHOS
FOULA PARAGIOS & VASILI PHILIPPOU, DESPINA LENTIS - HISTORIAN TSAMBIKA KOROLOGOS
DANCE INSTRUCTORS YIANNI BISIOTIS - SERG OF ARMS ANNA NIKOLETOU
TINA STAMATIADI
PAN-HELLENIC BOARD MEMBERS SUNDAY SCHOOL ANGELA YEAKIM
METAXIA KARDIASSMENOS - PHAEDRA AVGERINOS AND SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS,
HONORARY MEMBER DIRECTORS YAL
EFFIE KARAMBELAS - DANCE TEACHER PHAEDRA AVGERINOS 10TH FOULA PARAGIOS

FOTEINI ARGIROPOULOS - POC NIKKI CANNING AND ROSE KOSTAKIS,

PRE-KINDERGARTEN

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: JANUARY 2026
SUBMISSIONS DUE: DECEMBER 20"

Please email your article(s) to: vkotsatou@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue.
All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
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ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER - DECEMBER 6™

Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker,
Archbishop of Myra

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America - www.goarch.org

Saint Nicholas lived during the reign of Saint
Constantine the Great, and reposed in 330, As a
young man, he desired to espouse the solitary life.
He made a pilgrimage to the holy city Jerusalem,
where he found a place to withdraw to devote
himself to prayer. It was made known to him,
however, that this was not the will of God for him,
but that he should return to his homeland to be a
cause of salvation for many. He returned to Myra,
and was ordained bishop. He became known for
his abundant mercy, providing for the poor and
needy, and delivering those who had been unjustly
accused. No less was he known for his zeal for
the truth. He was present at the First Ecumenical
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Council of the 318 Fathers at Nicaea in 325; upon
hearing the blasphemies that Arius brazenly
uttered against the Son of God, Saint Nicholas
struck him on the face. Since the canons of the
Church forbid the clergy to strike any man at all, his
tellow bishops were in perplexity what disciplinary
action was to be taken against this hierarch whom
all revered. In the night our Lord Jesus Christ and
our Lady Theotokos appeared to certain of the
bishops, informing them that no action was to be
taken against him, since he had acted not out of
passion, but extreme love and piety. The Dismissal
Hymn for holy hierarchs, The truth of things hath
revealed thee to thy flock ... was written originally
for Saint Nicholas. He is the patron of all travellers,
and of sea-farers in particular; he is one of the best
known and best loved Saints of all time.

Apolytikion of Nicholas the Wonderworker
Fourth Tone

A model of faith and the image of gentleness, the
example of your life has shown you forth to your
sheep-fold to be a master of temperance. You
obtained thus through being lowly, gifts from on
high, and riches through poverty. Nicholas, our
father and priest of priests, intercede with Christ
our God that He may save our souls.

Kontakion of Nicholas the Wonderworker

Third Tone

Saintly One, (St. Nicholas) in Myra you proved
yourself a priest; for in fulfilling the Gospel of
Christ, venerable One, you laid down your life for
your people and saved the innocent from death.
For this you were sanctified as One learned in
divine grace.
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Our Patron Saint - Saint Nicholas of Myra

Qur Community / Patron Saint
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Saint Nicholas, the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia is famed as a great saint pleasing unto

God. He was born in the city of Patara in the region of Lycia (on the south coast of the Asia Minor
peninsula), and was the only son of pious parents Theophanes and Nonna, who had vowed to dedicate him
to God.

As the fruit of the prayer of his childless parents, the infant Nicholas from the very day of his birth
revealed to people the light of his future glory as a wonderworker. His mother, Nonna, after giving birth
was immediately healed from iliness. The newborn infant, while still in the baptismal font, stood on his feet
three hours, without support from anyone, thereby honoring the Most Holy Trinity. Saint Nicholas from
his infancy began a life of fasting, and on Wednesdays and Fridays he would not accept milk from his

mother until after his parents had finished their evening prayers.

From his childhood Nicholas thrived on the study of Divine Scripture; by day he would not leave church,
and by night he prayed and read books, making himself a worthy dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. Bishop
Nicholas of Patara rejoiced at the spiritual success and deep piety of his nephew. He ordained him a
reader, and then elevated Nicholas to the priesthood, making him his assistant and entrusting him to
instruct the flock.

In serving the Lord the youth was fervent of spirit, and in his proficiency with questions of faith he was like
an Elder, who aroused the wonder and deep respect of believers, Constantly at work and vivacious, in
unceasing prayer, the priest Nicholas displayed great kind-heartedness towards the flock, and towards the
afflicted who came to him for help, and he distributed all his inheritance to the poor.
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25™

The Nativity of Our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ in the Flesh

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America - www.goarch.org

Introduction

The Feast of the Nativity of Jesus is one of the
most joyful days of the Orthodox Church.
It ranks next to the greatest holiday, the
Resurrection of Jesus. The Feast of the Birth
of Jesus is also known as the “Incarnation
of Christ” This means that Jesus became a
man and came into the world to save us. We
also refer to this joyous feast as Christmas.

Biblical Story
The story of the Nativity of Christ is

beautifully told in the Holy Scriptures.
The story is found in Matthew 1:18-25 and
in Luke 2:1-20. No matter how often the
Birth of Jesus is told, we realize that it is an
important event.

8 KOINONIA

As the story is told by
the Apostles, the Roman
Empire was powerful. The
Romans had conquered
much of the then known
world. Judea and Samaria,
what we know today as
Israel, were included in
their conquests. Emperor
Augustus ordered that a
census be taken in all his
lands. He needed to know
how many people lived
in the empire so he could
tax them. Everyone had
to go to the town of their
family’s origin to register
for the census. This meant
that Mary and Joseph had
to go to Bethlehem. They
were descendants of King
David and Bethlehem was
the City of David.

Mary and Joseph lived in
Nazareth and it was a great
distance from Bethlehem.
It was about 100 miles
over very rugged roads.
Moreover,  Mary  was
expecting the baby and it
was almost time for her
to give birth. Bethlehem
was a small town and there were many
descendants of David who had come to
register for the census. By the time Mary
and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem there
was no place for them to stay. Joseph tried
very hard to find a place to sleep that
evening. There was no room at the inn.
Finally, Joseph found a cave-like place
where they could rest. This place was
used by shepherds to protect their sheep
in stormy weather. It was here that Mary
gave birth to Jesus. The baby was wrapped
in swaddling clothes and laid in the straw
in the manger.

Now, that night the shepherds were out in
the fields guarding their sheep. Suddenly,
there was a bright light which startled the

shepherds. The light was so bright that it
turned the night into daylight. Of course,
the shepherds were frightened. Nothing
such as this had ever happened. Soon an
angel appeared and calmed them. The
angel said:

“Fear not for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior; which is Christ
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto
you: You shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger”
(Luke 2:11-12).

Then a larger group of angels appeared.
They praised and glorified God and sang,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, and good will toward men” (Luke
2:14). When the angels finished singing,
they disappeared and the light began to
fade. It became dimmer and dimmer until
it was dark again. The shepherds were
awed. They didn’t know what to do. Finally,
they decided to leave their flocks of sheep
and go to Bethlehem. They decided that
they wanted to see for themselves what the
angels had told them. When they got to
Bethlehem, they found Mary, Joseph, and
the infant Jesus. They fell to their knees
and adored Jesus.

Some Wise Men came from the East for
they knew of the coming of Jesus. They
had seen a star that told them that a new
king had been born to the Jews. They
followed the star and were looking for the
child. At this time the governor of Judea
was King Herod. He was a wicked man
and was feared and hated by the people.
When Herod heard about the Wise Men
looking for the child, he invited them to
his palace. Herod asked the Wise Men
to find the child so that he, too, could
worship Him. But Herod was lying. He
did not want anyone to take his place. The
Wise Men went on to look for Jesus. The
Star led them to Jesus and Mary. When
the Wise men found Jesus, the fell to their
knees and worshipped Him. They gave
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Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. The Wise Men left but did not
return to Herod. They had a dream that
warned them that Herod wanted to harm
Jesus. Instead, they returned to their native
country by a different route.

Icon of the Feast

The icon of the Nativity tells the story
of Christs birth from the Scriptures.
It also shows that all creation is taking
part in Christs birth. The angels give
thanks with their song; the heavens give
the star; the Wise Men give their gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The poor,
humble shepherds give their praise and
amazement; the earth gives the cave, and
humanity gives the Virgin.

This Holy Icon is an icon with many
scenes. First, it stresses the importance of
the Theotokos, the Mother of Jesus. She
is placed in the center and is the largest
figure in the icon. In this icon, she is
kneeling with crossed arms, looking at
the Christ child. The three stars, denoting
her virginity before, during, and after
the Nativity, are on her garments. The
Christ Child, in the center of the icon, is
in swaddling clothes and is lying in the
manger. In the background is the dark cave
where He was born. In the cave are an ox
and a donkey guarding the newborn Babe.
Even though the Gospels say nothing of
the cave, this information is from Holy
Tradition. Neither do the Gospels speak
of the ox and the donkey, but all icons
of the Nativity include these animals.
Including the animals in the icon fulfills
the prophecy of Isaiah 1:3, “The ox knows
his master, and the donkey his master’s
crib; but Israel does not know me, and the
people have not regarded me” The long
ray of light from the star points directly to
the cave. This ray comes from the star and
travels to all parts of the world. It teaches
that this bright star is an astronomical
happening, and is a messenger from
heaven announcing the birth of Jesus.

On the left hand side of the icon is another
scene. The Wise Men, who were led by the
star, are riding horses to bring their gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus.
The Wise Men are of various ages. One
is without a beard. In those days, young
men did not wear beards. The other Wise
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Man has long hair and a long beard, which
indicates that he is much older. These
details teach that regardless of age and
appearance, the Good News was given to
each and everyone.

Opposite the Wise Men is the scene with
the humble shepherds. An angel proclaims
the glad tidings. A young shepherd plays a
reed instrument. This scene reveals that
the music of the humans was added to
the hymn of the angels. Across from the
shepherd’s scene is the heavenly choir of
angels. They are giving glory to God. The
angels serve two purposes in the Nativity
of Christ. They give glory to God and
announce the good news to all mankind.

The background shows a very rugged
terrain. This is not a true representation
of the land in this area. Joseph could not
find room in Bethlehem, so they went
outside of Bethlehem to a cave. This rocky
mountain formation only serves as a
background for the event.

In the lower part of the icon are two more
scenes. In the right hand corner are the
two women Joseph brought to take care
of the Christ child. They are bathing Him
just as any baby is bathed. The humanity
of Jesus is clearly shown in this setting.

Opposite the bathing of Jesus scene sits
a sad and worried Joseph. He is not part
of the central group the Christ Child and
the Theotokos. Joseph is not the natural
father. Joseph is troubled and despondent.
There is an old man talking to Joseph.
The old man is Satan. Satan can appear
in many forms. Here he is as an old man
who is tempting Joseph and disturbing
him. Satan is telling Joseph that virgin
birth is impossible. He’s telling Joseph
that he’s a fool if he believes this. This
story comes to us from Holy Tradition.
The sad Joseph shows us not only his
personal predicament but the dilemma of
all mankind the difficulty of accepting that
which is “beyond words or reason”

The tree, which is in the middle of the
lower part of the icon, is a symbol of the
Tree of Jesse. This tree refers to Isaiah
11:1-2, “But a shoot shall sprout from the
stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud
shall blossom. The spirit of the Lord shall
rest upon Him.” King David was often

mentioned as the son of Jesse and Jesus
was from the House of David.

The Holy Icon of the
Nativity reminds one to
praise and glorify the Birth
of Christ. The celebration
of Christmas each year
serves to remind each and
everyone of us that Christ
came for you and me.

The Orthodox Celebration of the

Feast of the Nativity

As with Pascha, or Easter, the Feast of
the Nativity begins with a period of
preparation. It is proceeded by a fast
corresponding to Lent and lasting for forty
days. The fast begins on November 15.

On the Sundays immediately before
December 25, special commemorations
emphasize the link between the Old
Covenant and the New. On December
20 the Forefeast of the Nativity is
commemorated, and the daily liturgical
texts are directed toward the Feast itself.
On Christmas Eve, services include the
Great or Royal Hours, the Great Vespers,
and the Liturgy of Saint Basil.

On Christmas Day the service
commemorates the birth of Christ in
Bethlehem, the adoration of the Shepherds,
and the arrival of the Wise Men with their
gifts. The service held on this day is the
Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom.

The days following Christmas are
associated with the Theotokos and Joseph.
December 26 is the Synaxis of the Mother
of God, and the first Sunday after the Feast
commemorates “Joseph the Betrothed”
December 29 commemorates the
Massacre of the Innocents, and January
1 the Circumcision of our Lord. The
Nativity season concludes on December
31, but the spirit of the festival extends to
the celebration of Theophany (Epiphany),
the feast commemorating the Baptism of
our Lord in the Jordan River.

DECEMBER 2025




‘I WILL HONOR CHRISTMAS IN MY HEART”
Charles Dickens said.

He built his own philosophy based on this phrase and he created a
really unique perspective for the celebration of Christmas, writing
his literary masterpiece “Christmas Carol”, which established not
only the tradition of Christmas carols, but also the spirit of the
celebration of Christmas. Through this novel he recounts a story of
transformation of emotions in the “hard” heart of Ebenizer Skrutz
on Christmas Eve. Christmas Eve is a magical night in our hearts!
Under the Christmas tree in the small manger of the horses, a baby
is born that will change the world and history. Why? Because he is
the humblest of all, who taught humanity Love, as a gift of life, with
all its derivatives. Kindness, compassion, equality, brotherhood. A
brilliant star was born to illuminate and guide our steps in life.
This is the spirit of Christmas. And that is what Dickens meant
when he said I will honor Christmas in my heart. That is it, to
allow the love for all the beings of the Great Mother Nature that
surrounds me to be born in my inner manger. Then the Magi will
come with the gifts, who are none other than my inner guards who
guard the precious gifts of my heart.

So, what was it that illuminated and transformed the hard heart of
Ebenizer Skrutz that magical night of the 19th century? It is what
made him see the world differently, through the prism of love and
compassion.

This coming Christmas my friends, in the gloomy era of uncertainty
and insecurity that we all experience, seems to be different. And
many will wonder: “but what kind of Christmas will this gonna be
under these conditions”.

I recommend you my friends, this year to HONOR CHRISTMAS
IN OUR HEARTS!

- STAMATIA
10 KOINONIA

“©A KANQ XPIXTOYTENNA XTHN KAPAIA MOY, éypaye o
Képodog Nrikevs.

Iloww oe auti) THv @phon éxTioe pice oAéxAnpny @ilocopio Kou
otdon (whc yix Ty poptH TV XPIOTOVYEVVWY, YPAPOVTAG TO
Aoyoteyvikd Tov apiotovpynua “Christmas Carol”, To omoio kol
kaOiépwoe Ta yproTovyevvidTiKe Kddavta, aAdd kot To TVEUpX
THG YIOPTHS TV XpLoTovyévvwy. Méoa am’ avtd mapovoinoe pic
alynuikn pueTapdpewan cvveucOnudTwy oty okAnpn Kapdik Tov
Ebenizer Skrutz tnv mapapovyy Xpiotovyévvwy. Avth n viyta,
THG TIApapoviG Twv XploTovyévvwy eivar atny ovveidnon ddwv
pog payixr. Katw amo 1o Xpiotovyeyvidriko 0évipo péoo otnv
pikpovda @dTvy Twv adbywy, yevvatau éva pwpd mov B adddéer
10V KdOpO Keu TV 1oTopic. Teti? Tati eivau o TATEVOTEPOG OAWY,
nov 8idade oty avBpwnotyTa THY Apday, oav Swpo (wris, pe oAa
™6 1o mapdywya. Kadoatvy, cvumovia, adlnleyydn, ootnra,
adedpoovvy.  TevvhBnke éva vréplaumpo dotpo yix va Qwrtiler
ko va keBodnyei To fripatd poag oty (wh. Avtd eiveu To Tvelpo
Twv Xpiotovyévvwy. Ki autd evvoovoe o Nrikevs otav édeye Ou
kdvw Xpiotovyevva atnv kapdii pov. Ne emipéyw dnradn otnv
E0WTEPIKH OV PATVY Vo yevvnOel 1y aydmy mpog oA T OvTeX THG
Meyadne Mytépag Ovong mov pe mepifarrer. 16te O mpooédBovy
Ko ot Mdyor pe T Swpa, mov Sev eiva &AAor aro TovG e0wTePIKOUS
pov @povpols mov SiapUAGTTOVY T TOAVTIH SWpa THG Katpdids
pov.

11 elvau auTo IOV THY paLyikt ekeivy vOxTa Tov 1900 qwve QWTIoE
ko petdAdade o ovvauaOuate oty oxAnph kapdic Tov Ebenizer
Skrutz? Eivaur avtd mov tov ékave va St Tov koopo arliws, péou
QIO TO TIPIOUN AYKTTNG KOl CUUTIOVIOG.

Ta getevd Xpiotovyewa @ilor pov, péoa oto (opepd kMipo
afefaidtnTag kot avaopileas mov Pidvovue Olol,  aivetal
ot Ox eivau Siapopeting. Ko moddoi Qo avapwtnodv: “ pa T
Xprorovyevve Oo k&vw pe TéToreg ouvOnKes”.

Oa mpoteve, pérog, NA KANOYME XPIXTOYTENNA XTHN
KAPAIA MAZX.

~ 2TAMATIA
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAX IEPXEHX

METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

Pastoral Message of His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey
for the Inception of the Nativity Fast

15 November 2025
Beloved and faithful children in the Lord,

As we enter the blessed period of the Forty-Day Fast in preparation for the
Holy Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I extend to you my heartfelt
paternal blessing and spiritual embrace. The Church once again calls us to walk the
path of repentance, illumination, and inner stillness, that we may worthily behold
the mystery of the Incarnation—"the Word becoming flesh and dwelling among
us” (John 1:14).

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ 07090-1656 - Telephone: (908) 301-0500 - Fax: (908) 301-1397
web: www.nj.goarch.org - e-mail: metropolis@goarch.org

KOINONIA DECEMBER 2025




The Nativity Fast, gentle yet profound, invites us to reorient our hearts toward

the things of the Spirit. Fasting, as Holy Scripture teaches, is not merely abstention
from food, but an offering of the heart: “Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose
the bonds of wickedness... to share your bread with the hungry?” (Isaiah 58:6-7).
Let our fasting be filled with compassion, our restraint crowned with mercy, and
our discipline adorned with love.

Let us also enrich these days with fervent prayer. The Apostle exhorts us:
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). In our homes, in our parishes, and
within the quiet chambers of the soul, may prayer become the warm light that leads
us toward Bethlehem—the place where heaven bends low to meet humanity. As we
chant the sacred hymns of anticipation, may our hearts echo the joy of the Prophet
who proclaimed: “For unto us a Child is born... and His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God” (Isaiah 9:6).

Beloved children, in these holy days, let us cultivate peace within ourselves
and extend that peace to one another. Let us heal old wounds, seek forgiveness, and
renew the bonds of unity within our families and communities. For Christ comes
not only to be born in the manger of Bethlehem but to be born anew in the manger
of the human heart.

As your Metropolitan, I pray that this holy fast becomes for each of you a
wellspring of spiritual strength, a season of inner transformation, and a living
witness to the hope that does not fade. May the approaching Feast of the Nativity
fill your homes with the radiance of divine grace and your lives with the joy
proclaimed by the angels: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
goodwill among men” (Luke 2:14).

With paternal love and blessings,

Fwek Sy ok Y

t APOSTOLOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIZ NEAX IEPXEHX

METROPOLIS OF
MNEW JERSEY

LI LA e

ITATPIKO MHNYMA TOY ZEB. MHTPOITIOAITOY AITIOXTOAOY

Iié v "Evapéy g Aylag Taparootijs dv Xplotovyévvay

15 NoepuPpiov 2025

Kafog eioepyopacte oty edhoynuévy mepiodo tig Aying Zapakootiic TGV
Xplotovyévvawy, mob i 60nYel oy peydAy topty THg xartd odpxa Tevvioewg ToD
Kvpiov xai Zwtipog mag Tnood Xpiotod, obg dmevbive Ty matpixy] pov eddoyin ko
™Y dyxapdte oTopyy pov. H Exkdnaio udg kadel xal waAt o€ min mopelo petdvotas,
&ypyopomg xal dowTeplkilc dvavéwas, ote va vmodeyfodue d&lo T péya pvoTyplo
Tijg Oelag EvavBpamyoews, xatd 6 émolo «6 Adyog oapt éyéveto xal éoxvmoey év

uiv» (Tw. 1,14).

215 Bast Grove Street, Westfield, NJ 07090-1656 - Telephone: (908) 301-0500 - Fax: (908) 301-1397
web: www.nj.goarch.org - e-mail: metropolis@goarch.org
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H vnoteia adt), Ao dAra Babid, uds wpookadel va otpapodue TeplagdTepo

TPOG TA TVEVRATIKA Kol V& dvocadDovue €k vEov TOV éowTepticd wag koouo. H Ayia
Tpagn wég o1ddoxet 811 ¥ dAnduwy yoteia dév Teplopileton oty Eyxpdteta Tiig TPOPTS,
GAhd Exppaleton uéoa dmd Epya dydmyg xai Ehéovg: «Odyl Tolad Ty vroTeioy
eEehebduny; Abe TavTa ovvdeopov ddixiag... Sidbpumte mevavTL TOV dpTov oov» (Ho.
58,6-7). Ag avvodedaov e, AoLT6Y, TH Yo TEloL hag e KahoaDVY), T TOUATIK

&oxnon ué priavBpwia, xal TV £ykpdTela Ué dydy Tpog TOV cuvavlpwo.

Ag éviayvoovue ETITY)g TNV TPOTEVYT] WheiG, TUUPOVA e THY TROTPOTY TOD
Amootolov: «adlakeimTwg Tpocedyeafex (A’ Oea. 5,17). Xta amitia uog, oic
évopleg o, xal 0TY) TLWTY THg KepdLds W, 1) TPoTevyy g Yivel Pog oD Wig 607 yel
TVEVRATIKA PG TV BYOAedw, éxel Emov 6 odpavég cuvavtd T Y. AxolyovTag Tovg
Duvoug xal Ta averyvoopate Tig Teplodov, fupnouaate ™y Tpopntela: « Ot waudiov
eyevynOn uv... xal kAnOMoeTon 16 Svopa adTod Oavumactds, ZopBovdog, Ocog
Toyvpde» (Ho. 9,6).

X1 Odpxeta aDTRY T@V (epdy NReP@Y, &g kaAAlepynoovue THY elpvn uéoe mog
xal Big TIHY TPoT@EPOV e Kol 0ToVG YOp®W Uag. Ag TUYXWPHTovIE, B cupptiinfode,
&g dvalwTupwoovpe Tovg Oeapols EvOTNTaG 0Tig oikoyEveleg Kal 0Tl XoVETYTéG pag.
A6t 6 XpLoog Béhet va yevvn el Syl uovo ot eatv Tig BnOhedu, dAdd xai o
ATV THG avOpadmvy)g KapoLas.

Q¢ Mntpomoritng kol Tolpevapyng oo, pooelyouat ad Ty 1 Ayla wepiodog T7g
"ExxAnoiag pog va yivel yié hovg gog wyy TvevpaTikiig d0voung, mepiodog
LETAUOPPLTNG Kol Gvavenamng, kal 606 EATidag oD wég 63vYyel 016 Pag T7g
Tevwioewg To0 Xplotod. Elbe ¥ épyouevy topty va yepioer ta omitio gog ué ) Xapn
oD ©¢0D Kl Tig kapdiég oag ué T yapd wov &viyyethay of Ayyedot: «Adka &v
DioTolg Oed, xal £l Yiig elpnvy), &v dvBpwmolg eddoxia» (Aovk. 2,14).

Me matpuey ayamn ev Kopiow,
- “ _‘}{ 1 A Bl '-Q\‘“: o PR
j a Lm%ﬁ\qg\ t:ds‘?;#__b

T O NEAX IEPZEHX ATIOXTOAOX

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ 07090-1656 - Telephone: (908) 301-0500 - Fax: (908) 301-1397
web: www.nj.goarch.org - e-mail: metropolis@goarch.org
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METROPOLITAN APOSTOLOS OF NJ VISIT

The Synaxis of the All-Great Archangels at the
Church of St. Nicholas in Baltimore

On Saturday, November 8, 2025, Metropolitan
Apostolos of New Jersey presided over the Divine
Liturgy for the feast of the Synaxion of the All-
Great Archangels at the Church of St. Nicholas in
Baltimore, Maryland. His Eminence was warmly
welcomed by the head of the community, Fr. Michael
Pastrikos, the members of the Church Council and
the youth of the parish.

In his sermon, Metropolitan Apostolos spoke about
the feast of the Synaxion of the All-Great Archangels
and the Incorporeal Forces. He emphasized that
“during this great feast, all believers should rejoice,
because with our holy Baptism, every Christian
receives from God a Guardian Angel. Our guardian
angels are our protectors, sent by God to watch over
us in our daily lives, to keep us away from evil and to
guide us towards goodness and repentance. However,
when we indulge in evil, our guardian angel moves
away, especially when we criticize others or harbor
hatred, and thus we lose his advice and guidance”
He also said that “angels were created by God before
man and reside in the spiritual world. Of these, the
best known are the Archangels Michael and Gabriel.
Archangel Michael is close to people and protects
them from evil. All that is required of us to receive
his help is to call upon him and ask for his blessings.
He offers healing and care from every kind of illness
and infertility, as is also evident from the miraculous
icon of Archangel Michael of “Panormites” on
the island of Symi” He pointed out that Archangel
Gabriel is known throughout the Holy Bible as the
messenger of good news. In the Gospel of Luke,
Gabriel announced to the Most Holy Theotokos that
she would give birth to Christ, conveyed the joyful
message to Zechariah and Elizabeth that they would
have the Forerunner, and announced to Joachim and
Anna that Anna would conceive the Theotokos Mary.
Given the protection and love that the Archangels
show to faithful Christians, we should not hesitate to
ask for their intercession and help”

At the end of the Divine Liturgy, His Eminence
ordained thirteen young people and children of the
parish as readers-servants of the Holy Altar, giving
them his blessing to assist Fr. Michael during the Holy
Services. After the tonsure, His Eminence offered Fr.
Michael a kneeler of the Archangel Michael, in honor
of his name day and his almost fifty years of priestly
ministry.

After the Divine Liturgy, the youth dance group
“Golden Coins” presented traditional Greek dances
in honor of Metropolitan Apostolos and the feast,
with the participation and joy of the entire parish
community.
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 548/2025
Archepiscopal Encyclical for Thanksgiving
November 27, 2025

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations,
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

“ ... fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds of
the nation, and to restore it ... to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility
and union.

(Abraham Lincoln’s Thanksgiving Day Proclamation, October 3, 1863)

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

The Thanksgiving Day Proclamation of President Lincoln was given in the midst
of the Civil War that almost destroyed our Nation. It was a time of great sacrifice of far
too many lives — when the total casualties, those slain and those wounded, may have
reached one and a half million Americans, a number unimaginable even in our own day.
And yet, in the midst of the horrors of war, President Lincoln called all citizens to turn to
God, that He might “heal the wounds of the nation.”

This Thanksgiving Day, a National Holiday that invites us to gather with family,
friends and loved ones to share in the abundant blessings of God and to express our
gratitude to our Creator, Lincoln’s words may have a special meaning for all Americans.
Our Country may be deeply divided in many ways, but we are certainly not at war with
one another. And though there might be some rare voices that actually wish to incite
violence, Americans at their heart are a People who cherish peace and prosperity,
knowing that the one is always dependent upon the other.
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Nevertheless, we still tend to have some strong personal opinions from time to

time that can elicit equally firm responses in return or even bitter divisions among us.
Against our own better judgment, we might employ incendiary language to describe an
opposing viewpoint, and thus a feeling of degradation begins to seep ever so slowly and
deeply into our societal norms. But in remembering the words of Lincoln, which remind
us to turn to the Lord and seek His ways, we have the possibility to experience “the full
enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility and union.” And this is because acting with
generosity and gratitude softens even the hardest of hearts, and reminds us that we are
so much more than our differing opinions or opposing points of view. We are all fellow
American compatriots and beloved brothers and sisters — created in the image and
likeness of God, and made for communion with one another.

Therefore, on this Thanksgiving Day, let us tend to the wounds of our Homeland,
of our neighbors, and of our own selves, with gratitude and compassion, lovingly binding
up one another with the “oil and wine” the Samaritan offered (Luke 10:34), so that we
may be a united American People that is blessed to know jubilation in the midst of the
world (Psalm 88:15 LXX). Happy Thanksgiving to all!

In the love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
s s ZomiSi.
R

t+ ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOITH AMEPIKHX
APXIEIIIZXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

ApOp. IMpwr.: 548/2025
Agxtemuuokomukt) EykvkAlog
v v ‘Huéoa twv Evxagotiwv.
27 Noepotov 2025

IIoog  toug Xefacpiwtators  kal Oeopuleotatovg  AQxleQels, TOUG
EvAafBeotatouvg Tegelc kat Alaxkovouvg, tic IToeoButépes kat tic Atakdviooes, Tovg
Movayxovg kat tic Movayxég, toug Ilpoedoovg kat tax MéAn twv Kowotikwv
YvpPovAiwv, tovg EvrtipoAoywtdtovg Apxovteg tov Otkovuevikov Tatouxpyelov,
ta wéAn e Hyeolag twv 100, a6 Hueorjowux xkat Amoyevpativa LxX0oAglx, Tig
dromttwxovg AdeApotnteg, T NeoAala, tic EAANVoeO0doLec Opyavawoels xal
0AOKANEO TO Xolotemwvupo TANowpa g Tepag Agxlemiokonng ApeQLkng.

«..mapaxalovue Oeppuws yia v mapéuPacn tie xepog tov Iavrodbvvapuov, wote va
Oepamevoel Tic mMANYEG ToU €OvovG Kol var EmMavaépel TANpwe TNV eipnv, TNV
opovola, T yaAnvn kai v évotnta» (APpadau Aiviodv, Aiaxnpvén yia v Huépa
twv Evxapiotiov, 3 Oxtwpfpiov 1863).

ITooo@Aeic adeApol kat adeApeg év Xolotw,

‘H Awxxnovén mc Huéoag twv Evxagwotiwv anmo tov Ilpdedoo AtvkoAv
kv Onke kata 1) dagketa Tov EpguAtov TToAépov ov oxedov elye diaAvoet v
ntatoda pag. "Hrtav pia émoxr) peydAwv Ouvowv xal duoBAoTaktwv ATWAELY,
KaOwg T CLVOAKA OV AT, VEKQOL KAL TQAVHATIES, I0WS VA TTQOOEY YLV TO EVALOV
EKATOPHVOL APEQIKAVOUG, AQLOHOG ADLAVONTOC AKOUT Kal Y TV emoxr] pac. Katl
Ouwe, év péow G @oitkng tov moAéuov, 0 Ilpdedpog AtvkoAv kaAeoe 6Aovg TOLG

TIOALTES VOt OTQAPOVV TIOG TO B0, Y v «OepamteoeL TIG AT YES TOV £€0VOUC».
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Avtn v ‘Hpéoa tov Evxaglotiwov, v €0vikn) £0Q0Tr) MOL HAC TEOOKAAEL VX

Poebovpe pe TV olkoyévewr, TOUG @PAOLG Kal TOUG AYATINUEVOUS HAG Y Vo
vevBovue Tic dpOoveg eVAOYiec TOL B0V, EKPEALOVTAC TV EVYVWHOOUVT] MG TIROG
0 AnuoveYyod, ot Adyot tov I1goédoov AlvikoAv lowg €xovv duiteon onuactio yux
OAovg tovg Apepikavous. H matoda pag lowe va eiva dixaouévn & moAAoLG Toelg,
AAA pE kavéva teomo dév Poloketat o¢ upvALo oAepo. Kal poAovott vrtdoxovv
KATIOLEG OTIAVIEG PWVEC TIOL ETUOWWKOLY va évOapovvouv 1) Bia, ol Apegkavol
elpaote Eva €0vog moL Ayarel TNV elEN v Katl v evnuepia, yvwollovtag 6t o évag
TIAVTOTE EEAQTATAL ATIO TOV AAAOV.

Opwg, ¢€akoAovBovpe voa €XOUHE OLXPOQETIKES TIOOOWTILKES ATOYELS TOV
éviote MEoKAAOLV loxvEec avtimagabéoels kal lowg dixaopove. ITapx v kaAr pag
0éAnon, lowg KATIOLES POES XOTOUOTIOLOVLLE DNKTIKT) YAQOOT Yt VX OTNALTEVOOVUE
pia avtiOetn yvaoun, £Xoviag ws ATOTEAeTHA TV EUPAVIOT] kElOMG EUmIoTOOVVNG
pHetalL twv oLUTIOALTWV pag. Ouwg, évOvpovuevol tovg Adyouvg tov TTpoédgov
ALVKOAV, MOV pHAG MAQATIEUTIOVV OTO VA 0TEA@OLE TEog Tov Kvglo avalntwvtag
0d00ovg owtnolag, éxovpe TV duvatdtnta va yevbovue «mANowS TNV €lErvn, TNV
opovowx, T yaAnvn xal TV Evotntar. ATl 6tav OULUTEQUPEQOUAOTE UE
YEVVALOdWOIX KAl EVYVWHOOUVT, AKOUN Kal 1) OKANEOTEQT KaQdX HaAakwvel, Kal
tOTe AVTAQUPavOpaoTE OTL EIUAOTE KATL TTOAD ONUAVTLKO, TTAQX TIC DLXPOQES pag Kal
Tic dlaopeTikeg amopels. Elpaote matouoteg peQukavol Kat dyannuéva adéAgia,
TAAOUEVOL «kaT  elkova kal kad' opolwoty Oeov» Kal TEOOQLOUEVOL YIX KOLVWVIo
HET AAANA@V.

' avto avt) v Huéoa twv Evxagotiwv, ag poovticovue va EmovAwoovpe
TX TOAV AT TG TTATELOOG HAG, TWV OLVAVOQWTWV A, AAAX Kal TOL £éaVTOL HAG, HLE
eVYVWHOOoUVN kal ovpntaBela. Ag megtdaApovue 0 évag Ttov dAAoV pE «€Aatov kai
olvov» Omwg €kave Kal 0 kaAog Lapaeltng g nagaPoAnc (Aovk. 10, 34), wote va
elpaote GAOLOL APEQKAVOL EVWLEVOL, DLOTL «UAKAQLOG O AAOG O YIVWOKWY AAXAQY OV
- Kvote, év 1@ @wti tov mpoowTov cov opgevoovtaw: (WaApu. 88,15).

Ac éxovpe pta evAoynuévn Huéoa twv Evxaolotiwv!

Meta ¢ év Kvplw kal ocwtnot fuwv ITnoov Xoote ayanng,

/{; oy /’f}%;éég

+0 Apeowng EAmidopodog,
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THANKSGIVING SERVICE

Fr. Konstantinos Loukas and Fr. Deacon Julian Kellios joined
Fr. Michael Pastrikos to celebrate the St. Nicholas Thanksgiving
Liturgy. It was a memorable moment for our Parish.

ElEms £ g s |,
T Tl o 190
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Pope Lec and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew pray during a Doxology service today at the Patriarchal
Cathedral of Saint George. {(Photo by Orthodox Observer)

November 29, 2025

Today, His Holiness Pope Leo XIV visited the Ecumenical Patriarchate for a
Doxology service at the Patriarchal Cathedral of Saint George and was warmly
welcomed by His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.

“Upon entering this Church,” Pope Leo said, “l experienced great emotion,
mindful that | am following in the footsteps of Pope Paul VI, Pope John Paul Il
Pope Benedict XVI, and Pope Francis. | am also aware that Your All-Holiness
had the opportunity to meet my venerable predecessors personally, and to
develop a sincere and fraternal friendship with them based on shared faith and
a common vision of the challenges facing the Church and the world.”

Following the service, a joint declaration was signed that reaffirms their shared
commitment to the path toward restored full communion and their united
rejection of any appeal to religion to legitimize violence.
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Message from Fr. Michael L. Pastrikos

I would like to talk to you about Christmas. It
seems that we all have a tendency to build up to
Christmas as a climax anticipating the feast with all
sorts of observances and celebrations and then, as
soon as the day is past, we forget all about it. The
Christmas season is around the corner, it’s the most
wonderful time of the year. Christians all over the
world prepare to celebrate the birth of our Saviour,
Jesus Christ, the son of God, as the Christmas Sea-
son approaches. But how are we going to celebrate
this wonderful occasion this year, that is the ques-
tion. I would like to avoid that pitfall if I might and
extend our focus on the right way of celebrating this
great feast. During this time of the year, we tend to
concentrate on the non essential factors of the cel-
cbration instead of truly preparing ourselves spiri-
tually for the Lord.

Most of us fall into several
traps as we approach the celebra-
tion, and the Lord knows that Sa-
tan lays many snares for us. Satan
will use anything in his book to
convince us that we should give
priority to less important things
and put the most important things
of spiritual value somewhere
down the list in our evaluation of
what is important and what is not.
Today commercialism has played
a great role in the interference or
the spiritual happiness that we ex-
perience during this Sacred Holi-
day.

For example, when we put
secular consideration before wor-
ship we fall into a Christmas trap.
When the giving of gifts over the giving of our-
selves becomes more important, once more we
have fallen into a trap. When we place secular ob-
servances over the receiving of the Body and Blood
of Christ, over confession and spiritual prepara-
tion, we again are falling into the hands of Satan.
Using Christmas Eve as an excuse to have a party
for the family rather than an opportunity for the
family to worship together at the Divine Liturgy
then we again have fallen into a Christmas trap.

Today we have so many parties, so many get-
togethers, we spend hours, days, and months pre-
paring for this ordeal, and none of these prepara-
tions include the true celebration of Christ birth.
We have gone away from the idea ol caring for
Christ, to the idea of caring for our own pleasures.
When we enter into the season of the Nativity ol
Christ still bearing grudges and retaining hard [eel-
ings against others rather than [orgiving them in the

spirit of the forgiving God who was incarnate for us
we again fall into the hands of the evil one.

The many snares that Satan lays for us now are
ecven greater than those that he normally lays (or us
throughout the year and it is necessary that we be
aware ol those snares. He encourages us to make
Christmas merely a secular rather than a spiritual
feast in order to lure us away [(rom Christ. He
causes us to become so busy that we have no time
to consider enhancing our spirituality, he stops us
from coming to church on Christmas Eve or Christ-
mas day.

[ was told by many of our parishioners that they
have never come to church to worship God on
those most important days. Isn’t it sad that
throughout a person’s life time, they have never
stepped foot in the church, not only during major
holidays, but even on regular Sun-
day Liturgies. I must say that to-
day, Christmas is celebrated not
because of the Birth of Christ, but
more so for financial reasons.
They are using Christmas as a [i-
nancial market to gain billions of
dollars, and in the meantime they
are sucking our blood for their
gain.

I tell you, why was Jesus born in
the first place? Surely Christ was
not born merely to give us an ex-
cuse to have another holiday cel-
ebration. Surely He was not born
in the humble way in which He
came into this world in order that
you and I might feast royally and
forget why He was born in the
first place. If our first priority is Christ and our
commitment to Him then all these things will be
added to you, but if our priorities are disorganized
and we put shopping, football, gift giving and par-
ties before our commitment to Him, then Christ-
mas has no meaning whatsoever. To you who be-
lieves this, then it is just another pagan feast day
among the others.

In closing, I hope and pray during this Holiday
Season that we make the right choices and make the
right decisions to follow our Christian Orthodox
Traditions. That we attend with our families the
Christmas Eve service, or the Christmas day ser-
vice. This is the only way true Christians celebrate
the “Birth of Christ” and the only way to experi-
ence that Christ is truly in our midst and that He is
the center of our lives,

God Bless everyone and may you have a won-
derful and “Blessed Christmas.”
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Munvuua amo tov Hatépoa Muyoni Ilacteixo

Oa Nekat vae oug WAoo Y tae Xowotovyevve., daiveral
OTL OROL EZOVLE e TEOT v dnpuoveyotie Balundov ueyot
10 XOWTONYEVVE 00y TROPAEY TO  WIOROONGMmIE TNg
YLOOTHS WE OAG Tt £LO1) TV TEAETOV AU TWV EOQTUCLUDV, “L
(TN OUVEYELH, UOAS 1| NUEQU STEQUOEL, EEyVAE Ta mdavTo. H
E0YN TV XOtouyivvay TAnoldlel, elval 1 o vrégoyn
eoY TOU ypovou, Xpwitwvol ot Oho  TOV  HOOUO
ETOLUACOVTOL VO YLOQTATOVY TN YEVYNOT ToV ZmTHOU pug,
Incon Xouoton, Tov wol tov Ogov, walmg sTAnodlel n
TEOLOB0G TV XOLoTouyévvwy. AhLa mog Do yiootdoovue
avtn ) Duvidotc 00N PETOG, UUTO ELVAL TO EQMTILL O
M0sha va tx‘rquxﬂrt N aayida, av Do wropovow, zou ve

ETEXLTELVD TNV £0Ticon lLag 01O 6OOTO 500;10 TOU E0QTUOUOY
auTNE TS uryul}]h yloemis. Katd m dudgueta autig tng
TEVLODOV TOV £TOVC, ££0VLE TNV T(LON VoL £TTLLE VIQMVOUIE TO
EVOLOUPEQOV UGS OTC L1 OVGLOON TTOLZEN TS YIOOTNS. (vTi
TOUYNOTIAN Vit STOOETOULUCOMAUOTE STVEUIOTIRG YU TOV
Kiipio.

OL TEQLOGOTEQOL (LTO ELAS TEGTOUY OE OLAPOVES STUYIOES,
000 TANOLACEL N YrooT), %uL 0 Kiolog Zéurt 011 0 Tatavis nag
Pacer morkeg mayideg. O Eatavag Ou yonoupomouioet 0,1
WECOV [TTOOEL Y va g meloel Ot :rgé'm VO DMGOUILE
TEOTEQALOTNTA (€ AMYOTEQO ONUOVTLA( TTOGYIUTI %Ol VO
TOTUUtTi]ULL TC STLO ONUAVIIKA TOAYIUTO TNG TVEVLUTIXGAS
UEIUG ®UTOU UUNAC 01 AMoTa 0EWAOYNONG LAG YIG TO TL
ELVUL OMUOVTLAG %aL TL OxL. ZNUEQU 1) umml.mtnm it
OTTOVDALO QORO TTNV TAQYE LTOSLON TG AVEVUTLAING EvTugiag
OV UdVoULE XaTd ™ OUAOKELL CUTHS TNG Isgng Eoptng

L'uo o padE I, dtay [m;..ms_ur TO ROOULZO OGS EVOLUPEQOY
TOLY U7T0 T AUTRELR TOV KDoiov, £0VNIE TTECEL GE Tayida TV
Xoptotovyevvov. ‘Otav yivETol TLO ONUAVTIXG vo divoule
MO AN VL TEOOPEQOVILE TOV EVTOV LUG, YLOL LG b
@opd £xovie mwEgEL of moyide. Otav faCovne roopurég
EXONAOOELS FTEVWL ol TNV Taguhafii Tov ZMOUATOC KAl TOU
Alpatog tou XQuotol, wave amd Ty eSonohdynam xal
SIVEURCLTLAT TTOOETOLUAO L, TIEQTOVILE ROl STOAL OTO ¥EQLO TOU
Zarave,  Xonowomowovrag iy Tlaguuovy Ty
XOLOTOUYEVVMIV, (0 DLACLOAOYLOL YL VO ZAVOULE TAOTD Y1
TNV OLLOYVEVELDL X0 OYL OV (LU EVZLOIC VLG TNV OLLOYEVELH
va agaxorovthioouy il  @cla Astrovyia, TOTE ML
EYOUNE TEOEL OF TTAYIOA TV XOLOTOUYEVVIY,

ZNuepa vivovral Tood TOALD TTAOTU, TOOEG TOAMMES
OUYAEVIOWOELG, TEQVAUE (DOES, NUEQES #al WIVES yLOL TNV
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TOOETOLUOOLO (VTG TNG DORULATLNG, HOUL KOVEVO OITO GUTE Ta
arevaouato Oev eQuhapBdver Ty ahndu onpooic g
YLOQTHG, TNG YEVYNANG Tou XuLotol. Exouue Eepuyel amd Ty
W TOU EVOLUPEQOVTOG YLla TOV XQLOTO, EVOLUGEQOUNOTE
povov yua T dwn pag evyaplotnon. Otav umalvouus otnv
emoyn g Févvnong tou XpLoton xol e5axohouhoUie v
EYOULLE UVIOLXAXIES ZGL VO DLUTNEOVUE tion evavTiov aiay
AVTL Ve TODG DUYZIMQODILE OITmG uyKmPEL 0 OEdg, 0 0Tolog
EVaaEOONKE yior EUAC, ®ow AL TEPTOVUE OTA LEOLU TOV
Zatova.

Ou tdumokeg stuyideg mov pag Baler 0 Zatavag autn TNV
ETOYN, ELVOL OUN UEYQAUTEQES aTd eneiveg oV uog Badel
HAVOVLKA OXO TO ¥QOVO, YL aUTO elval amaoaitnTo vo Tig
auvednromomoouvue. Mag evBagolver va E0QTAOOULE Ta
XQLOTOUYEVVE GITAMEG OV LI KOOLLAT E0QTY) alL OYL GOV LUK
TVEVLLOTLAN YLOOTY, YLOL VI Lo TTHQOOVDEL [LatOLd ard Tov
Xow1to. O Zuotovac wog x®avel v £lloote 1000
CTAGKOANUEVOL TOU HEV EXOVIE XOOVO YL0 va evdLogeofovie
YLOU TNV EVLOLVON THG TTVEVLATIKOTNTAS LOE, LOC EUTTODLTEL Vo
£0xOuaoTe TNV exxAnoia v [apaiovi tmv XoLotouyévvay
1 TNV NUEQE TV XOLATOUYEVVWY,

[MoAkol amd Tovg EVOQITES (O LoV ElTAY OTL TOTE dEV
£0YOVTUL ATNY EXANaia yLo vaL TRooxuViooUY TOV Qe BUTES
TLG OTUOVTIAES MILEQES. AEV ELVUL AVTTNEO TO YEYOVOS OTL %ol
'OAN TN OLAQKELE TS COMG TOU HALTOLOS OV EYEL TTATNHOEL TO
TOOL TOV 0NV exxANoid, O}l KOV AUTA TN OLAQUELY LEVAAMY
E00THIV, OARNG CROUT KO OTLG TR TLREG Orieg AELTOVRYLES TS
Kupuaxig. [lgemer va mw otL ofuega, ta XOLWOTOUYEVVH
yLoptdtovol oyl Adym TG YEVVNONG Tou XowoTtov, aAld mLo
TOAD YLt oZOVOWXoUg  Adyovs.  Xonoldomolony  Ta
XQOTOUYEVVA WG WL XONUOTOMLOTMTIAN ayopd yio vo
®EQOLOOUY  OLOEXATOUUVOLE OOMGQLY, ®UL €V T UETOED
GITOIVEONY TO G LUE VLI TO OLROVOULKO TOVE OPELOC,.

Yoag héw. momra ax Oho yuoti yevwifnxe o Inoovg;
Ziyoupa o XpLotog dev waﬂl)nxs QTTAME VO LAC OMOEL (LG
duaLohoyia yia va £XOULLE (uo;m 1L mgtn Ziyouga Oev
‘.’EWHBWE LLE TOV TUITELVO TEOTO UE TOV 0TT0lo ol ot outov
TOV 1000, ETOL MOTE £08LS KOl EYM VO YLOPTALOVLLE fuoihind
7oL va Eexdoovpe Yot Tayuetikd Cevvidnge. Av n oo
TOOTEQALOTNTA ag elval o XpLoTog #ul 1 dpooimon wag
0’ AUTOV, TOTE Oha autd Do mooateloty o oo, A av tival
HOL 0L TIQOTEQULOTNTES HOG OEV ELVOL OQYUVIUEVES HOL
BaCoupe Ta Povig, TO TOOOAEULO0, TO DOGLLO dWOMV XUl
TV TTAOTV TOLY ¢ TN aosioom nag yUAUTOV, TOTE T
XOQWOTOUYEVVU OEV £X0UV XUVEVH CITOANTIC vONnud. Tw 00g
SOV TO STLOTEVETE, TOTE ELVOL (TTAME A LU ELDOAWALTOLL T
E0OTI LETUED TV dAwv.

Khelvovrag, ehmiCo xur moooedzondl OTL %Gt
oLdprera autig ™ Eootaatinis Eouodon. Bu #avouie g
OWOTES EMIAOYES KUL VL TTAQOVUE TS GWOTES (ITOUOELS YL
fa axorovthooute vy Opbooozn  XowoTwovixn  log
llupadoon.  Ankaon Bu  waouxohovtnoouvus pe TG
OLZOYEVELES Hog v Axorovdia g [opopovig twy
XOWTouyEvvay, 1 my Ol Aettovoyia my nuéQa Tov
Xowtovyévvav, AvTog eival 0 novog T90mog Tou ot
u}\nmvm \mtmuvm VLOOTAZOVY T1 « FEVYION TOU XOLITO
ZUL O NOVOZ TOOTOS Vit um[lu\'ﬂ-.ngm. oTL 0 ‘(t_num; glva
TOAYUATLAG AVANESC LUS AUL OTL glval o uenvag Tng Lorg
e,

Me Tig evhovieg
XPIZTOYTENNA,

tou Kwolov oug evyouat KAAA
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THE ICON OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST

The icon of the Nativity depicts the whole Gospel message of

the incarnation of our Savior of the Theotokos, along with other de-
talls from Holy Tradition.
The focus of the icon, of course, is the birth of our Lord to His most
pure mother; she is shown larger than any of h e
other figures, reclining on a mat and looking not
at nher newborn Son but rather with love and
compassion at her spouse, St. Joseph the Be-
trothed; she sees his affliction and bewilderment
at this most strange and divine birth. St. Joseph
1s shown conversing with Satan, whois disguised
as an old shegherd. The elderly saint’s posture
is one of doubt and inner trouble, for he won-
dered whether Christ's conception and birth had
not come about by some secret human union.
How blessed he was to serve the Mother of God
and her divine Son despite these thoughts and
temptations and to protect her from the evil gos-
sip of people who could not yet possibly under-
stand so Ereal a mystery.

Our Lord is shown in swaddling clothes ly-
ingn a manger, “for there was no room for them
in the inn"(Luke 2). The backdrop for the man-
ger is a dark cave, which immediately reminds
us of the cave in which our Lord was buried
thirty-three years later, wrapped in a shroud. In
the cave are an ox and donkey, details not men-
tioned by the Gospels but which are an invari-
able feature of every icon of the Nativity; the
scene is included to show the fulfillment of the
words of the prophet Isaiah: “The ox knows his
Owner, and the donkey his Master's crib, but
Israel does not know Me, and my people has
not regarded Me" (Isaiah 1:3).

Above this central composition, in the very cen-
ter of the icon is the wondrous star coming from
heaven, which led the Magi to the place where our Savior lay; it re-
minds us of the heavenly orb we see in icons of the Theophany, or
Pentecost, wherever divine intervention is indicated. The holy angels

are seen both glorifylngi‘ God and bringing the good fidings of the
Lord's birth to the shepherds. The fact that Jewish shepherds and
Gentile Magi were among the first to worship our Lord demonstrates
the universality of this great event, meant for the salvation of all hu-
mankind.

The final detall of this icon, the scene of
the washing of the Lord, is an element that has
caused some controversy over the ages. In
some churches of the holy monasteries of Mount
Athos, the scene in the frescoes has been de-
liberately obliterated and replaced with bushes
or shepherds; there was a prevailing opinion that
this scene was degrading to Christ, who had no
need of washing, having been born in a miracu-
lous manner from a pure virgin. But we retain
this image on our icons because It is part of the
Holy Tradition passed on to us; truly, it does not
degrade the Lord but magnifies Him, as is evi-
dent in the prayer that is read for the midwife of
a child at the time of baptism: "O Master, Lord
our God ... Who lay in a manger and blessed
the midwife Salome, who came to believe in an
honaorable virginity."Who, more effectively than
a midwife, could testify to the divine and vir-

inal birth? Therefore, we do well to understand
the importance of this blessed scene.

Finally, as we look at theicon as a single
united compeosition, we can only be filled with
joy—not only because of the bright colors and
the festive activity depicted there but also be-
cause of the joyous news of our salvation so
clearly proclaimed by it. In it, all creation is re-
joicing at the birth of our Lord: the heavens (a
star and angels); the earth (the mountains,
plants, and animals), and especially humankind,
represented most perfectly in the figure of the

new Eve, the most pure Mother of God.

Christ is born! Glorify Him!

KEnglzsh text adapted from htip:/iwwwa3.telus.net/publicfjosaphat/
ewsletters/December_21th_Bulletin_extra.htm)

H EIKONA THZ FENNHZEQZ TOY XPIZTOY

H ekova mg Mevvnoews ansikovilel oAOKANPO TO UAVUHG Tou
EuayyeAiou My evoapkwan Tou Zwmea pag and m Osotdko, padi pe
aiha grotyeia and my lepa Napddoor).

H gotlaon mg ewovag, puoka, elival ny yévvnon tou Kuplou pag
aro my ayvr PnTépa Tou, N oroia palveTal HEYaAUTEPN and Ta dAha
OTOWEID, EAMAWMPEVN OE Eva XaAl Kal KOlTalovTag, OXL TOV VEOYEVWT TO
Y10 ™G, AAAG e ayar Kal CUUTOVIR Mpoc Tov oUZUyS ™G, Tov Ay.
lwone tov Mvnomp, BAnoviag mv BAIYM Kat GUYXUOT| TOU UNpoaTa
and aut) my napa&evn kai Beia yevinaon. O Ay. lwor|p ouvophel e tov
2atavd, o omoiog eival LETANPIECUEVOS WE TIGAOG Pookoc. H aTdon
Tou nAKIwPEVOU aylou Beiyvel au@IiBoAia Kal TOV EOWTEPIKO
NMEOBANUATIONS Tou, BIO T avapwmBNKeE av i GUANNWN Kol yEvwnon Tou
XploTou dev eixe £pBel and kamola puaTikr avBpwrivn évwaon. Méoo
EUAOYTUEVOG TAV O lwarip va eEurmpe T oel mv Mntépa tou Oeol kat
TOV Y10 MG, MaP'OAEC QUTEG TI OKEWELS Kal TOUC MERATUOUS, Kal va
™V TPOCTATEUEL ATd TO KOUTOOUTOAO Twv avBphriwy mou dev
uriopoucav va KataAdBouv akéua 1o 1000 HeyaAo uuomplo.

O Kuplog napoucidZeTal 6e Grapyava KAl KETOUEVOG eV TN GATVN,
EMELDN BEV UIMPKE XWPog Y auTolg oTo navdoxeio (Belte Aouk. 2 ). To
(POVTO Y1a T (PATVI ElvaL PIa CKOTELVT OTINALG, 1) orToia pag Bupilel auEowes
1o anmAalo oTo omnoio o Kuplog pag Bapmke tpidvta-tpia ypdvia
apyoTeEa, TUAIYUEVOQ OTo odBavo. ZTo ormAdlo undpxouv éva Bodt
Kal éva yaldoupl, aTolxeia nou dev avagepovtal ota EuayyeAa, arAd
Ta Ornoia anoteAolv 1Mayla XapakMPIoTIKA NG KABE £ikdvag mg
évvwmong. H oxnvn nepthapPRavel autd ta MAdauara yia va dsifel myv
EKMANPWON Twv Aoyiwv Tou mpogpn Hoala: «To Bodt yvwpilel Tov
IBIOK T TOU, KOt 0 YAISAPOE TNV KOUWLA TOU KUpiou Tou, alAG To lopani
Bev e EEpel, kal 0 Aadg pou dev pe avayvwpllel'(Hoaiag 1:3).

Mavw ard aumv mv kUl oUvBEaN, 0TO KEVTPO TG EIKOVAG Eival
TO BAUMACTS AOTEPL TO OO0 MPOEPYETALAMO TOV OUPAVO Kal 0B yNoe
TOUG Tpelg Mayoug oTov TOMOo Ornou 0 ZwMpac Jag yevvrenke. Mag
BupiZel mv oupdvia opaipa nou BAETOUHE OTIG EIKOVES TwV Qsowaveiwy,
N mv MNevmkooT, onou evdeikvuTal 1) Belkr napéupaon. BAEnoupe
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TOUG ayloug ayyeAoug va dogalouy Tov G0 Kal va PEPVOUY TNV KAAT
gldnon Mg yevvnang Tou Kupiou oTouc rnolgéves. To yeyovog ot ol
efpaikol Bookoi kal eldwAoAdTeES Mayol Tav peTa&l Twy TMPWTWY yid
va Aatpetouy To Oed pag KATADEIKVUEL TNV MAYKOOUIO T TA auToU TOU
peyaAou YEYOVOTOg, TO orioio npoopifoviay yia ) cwmpia OAng mg
avOpwnomTag.

H TeAeutaia AeMTOUEREIA TNG EIKOVACG QUTRE, N OKNVH Tou
nAuoipatoc Tou Kupiou, sival Eva OTOLKELD TTOU £XEL TOOKAAETEL KArold
dlapayn d1a Twy EMNOXWY. Z& OPIOUEVES EXKANOIES TWV IEQWV LOVIV
Tou Aylou 'Opoug, auTiv TNV GKNVI GTIG TOIXOYPAPIES EXOUV OKOTIHWG
o3noel Kal v EX0UV AVTIKATATTNOEL Ue Bauvoug i moéves. YmpEe
UL ETIKPATOUOC ArTown OTLN OKNVI NTAV TANEVWTIKY Y10 Tov XpLoTd, 0
orolog dev EiXE Kapia avaykr ano 1o NMAUoIHo, apou £XeL yewwnBel pe
BaupooTto Tporo and aywn mapbeva. AAG TV Slampolue OTIC EIKOVES
£MEBN elvatuEpog M lepag MNapaddoewe me EkkAnociac uag. H anBewa
elval ot1 dev unopabBuifel Tov Kuplo, aAld Tov ueyevBuvel, onwe sival
MPCPAVES OV TIPOCEUYT TToU SlaBaletal yia T paia evog nadiol my
wpa mg Banmong: «AgomoTa, Kiple o Osdg nuwv... (0]
Or1olog KelToTav Oe [Ia YATVI KAl EUAOYNO0E MV Jaia 2ahwyn, n oroia
nicTee 0 [la EvTiun napBevia."Molog, Ba prnopougs, TLO
aroTEASOUATKA Ao O, TLIA aia, va KaTaBEoeL yia TV Beia kat apBevikY
yévvnan; Q¢ ex ToUTou, TIPETEL va KATAVONCOUUE T ONaoia aumg
™G EUAOYNUEVNG OKNVIG.

T£A0G, OTWG KOLTAWE TV EIKOVA WC LI eviaia oUvBEOT), LIopoUle
povo va vikBoude xapd, Oxt LOVO AOYW TWV PUTEIVGV XPWHATWY KAl
NG E0PTATTIKNG RO PO TN TAS TTOU ArelkoviovTal EKal, ala kalAdyw
G YapoUUevng idnang g owmpiag pag, n omnoia 1600 Eexdbapa
SlaknEUxBnke arod mv Mevvnon aummv. e autod To YEYOVOS, OAN N
dnpoupyia navnyupidet m Mevvnon tou Kupiou: oL oupavol (Eva aotépt
Kal ot ayyeAot}, n yn (ta Bouvad, Ta puTa Kal Ta {oa ), Kal eIdKOTEpa 1)
avBpwno™TA, N Oroia EXIMEOoWeiTal arMdAUTA 0TO OXIUG TS VEAS
Edag, mg mo ayvrig Mntepag tou Geou.

O Xpiotog yevvigtal AcEaloupe!
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

Dear Parishioners,

The Christmas season is here, and as the song is sung, “Its the most wonderful time of the
year”. Christians all over the world prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, as the Christmas Season approaches. But during this time of the year, we tend to
concentrate on the nonessential factors of the celebration instead of truly preparing ourselves
spiritually for the Lord.

So as we prepare for Christmas, as we shop for appropriate gifts for the family and friends,
we have to ask ourselves this: “What have I given to Christ my God on His birthday?” What can
each of us give to Christ on His special Holy Day? Here are some ideas.

Do we treat each other with love and forgiveness? Are we caring toward people who are not
part of our circle? Do we volunteer assistance before we are asked? Do we volunteer our services
to our church and community? Do we really give serious thought to the churche’s Stewardship
Program? Are we good stewards—do we offer ourselves unselfishly to fulfill the needs of God’s
home? The financial support of our church should be at the top of our gift list as a rather small
token of ouir gratitude. And lastly, I want everyone to know my suggestion, that we celebrate this
Christmas by bringing our families to church on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. I think this
is the greatest gift we can give our Lord Jesus Christ---the gift of ourselves.

In closing, as your priest I offer my greetings, along with Presvytera Toula’s, to all the

families of St. Nicholas, and we extend our prayerful best wishes for a joy-filled celebration of
our Lord’s Nativity and a New Year that is abundant in Divine Blessings.

May the Lord continue to bless you all with health, joy, peace, and happiness, and all that is

needful for eternal life in the Kingdom of God.

With Love in the Newborn Christ----Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all filled

with much leve, and prosperity.

Rev. Michael L. Pastrikos
Protopresbyter

MERRY CHRIST

Greetings and Wishes from Father Michael and Family

Christmas gives us the opportunity to commemorate and [o-
cus on the birth of our Lord. The presence of the Divine word is
manifested only within the Church and in the person of Jesus
Christ.

My sincere prayer to all of my parishioners as we approach this
most Holy Day is that families and friends love one another and
forgive one another. May each ol you reach out and accept the
most blessed and eternal gilt we could ever receive: the salvation

ol our souls, which our Heavenly Father offers us through His
Son, Jesus Christ, because of His love for us all.

Iwould like to express on behalf of myself, Presbytera Toula,
and my family a great big thank you for the love and respect that
you have shown to me and my family in the last few months. We
send our sincere best wishes Lo everyone in the Parish for a Joy-
ous and fruitful Christmas, and a very prosperous and healthy
New Year. May God Bless!

Evyés ano tov Iatépa Muyoni xot iy Owoyévela tov

To XpLotolyevva (ag divouv TV €UxuLpion Vol E0QTACOLE
#ou va ovyxevipwboiue otny yévvnon tov Kuplov pog. I
OedTnta TG AEENG, UVEQMIVETUL UOVOV PEGa oTNv ExstAnoio
#OL 1 TO TTROGMITO ToV Ingo Xoato.

H etk ixouvng pov stpooe vy yua Oha to uéhn tng Evoplog uov,
wabiig hmotdCovue v o lepr) Huépa, elvat 0mmwg otoyEveleg
KO QEAOL GYOITOVY 0 EVEG TOV GAROV HUL CUYXWQOVV O EVAG TOV
dihov. Elyouon o nodévag ard eadc vo mnoudoel 1ot va dexel
TO TTLO EVAOYMUEVO ®aL aubvio dtpo tov Oa fitav duvatd va
ABeL, TV omTnEic Tg Yuyig Tov, Tov o Enoupdviog Hatégug
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g TRoo@épeL uéow tou Y100 Tov, Inool Xouotov, emewdi pog
oryouTd,

Odleho vo exqodom ex népoug pov, g IMpeoButévag
Tovhag, #oL TNG OLLOYEVELUS OV, EVUL LEYGAD EVOQLOTOD YL
NV QYOI ®aL TO OgPaoud Tov OelEute o UEva ®aL Tnv
OLKOYEVELG LoV TOVS TeheuTalovg Wives Tov elpoote nuli oog.
ZTEAVOURE TIS ELMXOLVELS Lag evyéc g8 Oha Ta péRN Tng
Kowdtnrag, Kahd Xouotolhyevva #ou e uyela xou evtuyic o
Kawvovpylog Xpovoe.

0 Ozog naeli oag!
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Christmas Message from Father Michael

“Your Nativity, O Christ, our God, shines forth light of Reason
over the earth for, in it, they who served the stars, were by a star
taught to adore You, the Sun of Truth, and to see You from the
heights of the East, O Lord, glory to You.”

The Christmas Season is here and—the song is sung, “It’s the
most wonderful time of the year.”

Christians all over the world prepare to celebrate the birth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as the Christmas Season
approaches.

[For centuries we have been celebrating the coming of life in its
fullest into the world, bringing with it the right to fullest of life
given by God in Christ to every human being. And vet, we are
aware today, perhaps more than ever that people everywhere still
are yearning for their God given right to this fullness of life.

With Christmas around the corner, everyone begins to plan for
that big event on the horizon (Christmas!).

In our Orthodox tradition we have a 40 day preparation sea-
son which begins November 15 (Advent). This season of prepara-
tion stresses fasting, prayer, meditation, forgiveness, giving of
oneself to help another, (Christian [ellowship stewardship) ad etc.

Xototovyevvidtivo Mivopa oo tov Hatépa Muyanh

«H yévvnon Zov XL0Té 0 Oedg MUV, AVETNAE TW KOO TO
(PG TO TNG YVWOEWS, EV OUTY YOO OL TOLS OTEOLG AOTREVOVTES
UG AOTEROS ENOAOKOVTO, OE TPOOXUVELY, Tov ‘Hhwov Tng
duraooivng uaw Ze yryvaarewy e€ tnpoug Avatodn, Kipte 86Ea
Z0L».

H emoyn twv Xowotovyévvey éplaoe nau it xow o Adyua
ot kdhavto Aéve «Eivow 1 wgaudtegn emoyn Tou xoovou.»

Kabwg minoudfovv ta XpLotovyevva oL XQLoTavol o 0ho
TOV XOOUO TIQOETOLUACOVTIOL VO E0QTACOUY TNV YEVWIOT) TOU
Zwtneog wag, Inoov Xpwotov, tov Yot tov <o,

Tt ancdveg eopTdLoupe TOV QoM TNG TAnEOTNTAS Tng Lo,
™ owot katevluvon g Twig mov €xel dwoel 0 Qedg oty
avipwrdtnTa uEsw Tov Yo Tov. Eniong, oty onpeowvy) emoxm
10 yvwpiovue xalvtepa and moté, Ot oL avlpwIoL GO %o
av Pploxovial ovalnrody authy T yevon tng TANEOTNIOS o
Hog €xeL dwoeL 0 Oedg.

‘000 TANOWGLOVUE 7o KOVTA aTnv EopTh Tev XOLoTOVYEV-
V@V, OLOL HOVOUY OEOLE VLA TO HROOUOTOTOQLUO CUTO YEYOVOC,
(XoLoTouyevva).

2T XQUOTLOVIAY JaG TORAd00T] 0 XROVOS TROETOLUOTLG
nag etvaon 40 nuépeg wow apyiler v 151 Noeufpiov. H emoyn
vt g meoeTolnaoiog amoitel vnotela, Tpooeuyy, TEQL-
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During this time of the year, we tend to concentrate on the non
essential factors of the celebration instead of truly preparing our-
selves spiritually for the Lord. We realize today that commercial-
ism has played a great role in the interference or the spiritual hap-
piness that we experience during this Sacred Holiday.

I really don’t think that back then during the time of Christ’s
birth - that everyone was going out to the stores to buy gifts and
also to certain entertainment places to celebrate the birth of
Christ.

This is a spiritual celebration meaning that our focus as Chris-
tians during the Lenten Season should be on Christ and nothing
else.

Today we have so many partics, so many get togethers, we
spend hours, days and months preparing for this ordeal, and none
of these preparations include the true celebration of Christ’s birth.
We've gone away {rom the idea ol caring for Christ, to the idea of
caring for our own pleasures and satisfaction of ourselves.

We buy gifts to exchange with others, with our loved ones, rela-
tives and friends, but we forget that out there, there are thousands

Continued on page 22

ovhhoyn, ovyxadpnon, Poibea mpog tov mAnolov uag,
(roroTLavinn TEQLOVAROYN) %.ATT.

Oa héyope OTL OMpPEQA EVOLUPEQOUAOTE TTEQLOTOTEQD YLOL
Oéuota O »ow 100 coffopd v Ty €0QTH, avil va
mooetownatouaote  alnfuvd  xar  TvEuMOTIKG Yo v
vnodexfovpe tov Kigwo. Mag elvar mhéov yvwotd ot n
ONUERLVY  EUTTOQWHOTIITO.  €xEL  ToiEel  peydho QOMO oL
TTUQEVOYAEL TNV TIVEVILATUAT] YUOU, TTOV BOTTQETTE VUL UG HAUTEXEL
v Iepn avti Eogti.

Aev vopilw ot v emoy mov yevwiinue o Xouotdg—o
%OOMOG TNYOUVE OTO KUTOOTHUATE VO AYOQAoEL DO 1) Vv
TYOLVE OE KEVTOU OLUOUEDATEWVY YLC VO, EOQTATEL TNV YEVVIION
Tou XQLoTo.

E{voiL ULo SIVEUOTLXT] €0QTT) TTOV ONPaiVEL OTL 0TOYOG PG, WG
Op00d0Ewv Xpwotwovav toltn v emox) g Nnoteiog,
Odarpeme va eivon 0 XQLoTog oL HOvo AUTog,.

ZNUeQa pag ®aholv oe TO0A TAYTY, OF TOOEG YOLOTOUYEV-
VLATUKEG OUYAEVIQMOELS, TEQVOUUE (DOEG, MUEQES UL UNVEG
TQOETOLUACOUEVOL YLO CUTEG TLG EXONAMOELS, TTOU HAULY JEV
cupepLhapBdvel Ty ahnBuvi onuascio TG e0QTIG TNG YEVVIONG
OV XQLOTOU. ZEQEUYOURE oo TNV OEC TNG CYEmTNG LA YL TOV

Zvvéyero oty oeride 22
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Christmas Message from Father Michael

Conlinued |

of people who are less fortunate and don’t have the opportunity
and the luxury to celebrate the birth of Christ like we do.

As concerns the commercialism of Christmas, it is not bad to
give gifts, for after all, Christ’s birth was a gift to us. The Wisemen
offered their gifts to Jesus.

The problem comes when we only stress the gifts and in par-
ticular when we only think about the gifts that we receive. Even
the concept of “exchanging gifts™ is weird when you think of our
Lord’s teachings: “It is better to give than to receive.”

Most of the time the one gift that we [orget to give to Jesus is
ourselves. Many of us forget to give the Church, a Christmas Gift.
That should be our first priority, we always think and calculate
what each of our family members would want. Christmas, we
spend thousands of dollars to make them secure and satisfied,
thinking that this is the way to show our appreciation and love,
but for Christ, not only we do not think of Him, we do not even
attend the Christmas Services that were scheduled, or we do not
even do that small task of responsibility that we at least owe Him
for what He has done for us,

My brothers and sisters in Christ, you must ask yourself why is
it the most wonderful time of the year.

[s it for the Department Stores—they suck in the money). Is it
for the material gifts that we receive (they come and go.).

Christmas gives us the opportunity to commemorate and fo-
cus in on the birth of Christ. Our celebration of His incarnation is
not limited to a feast ol celebration once a year, with all its iestivi-
ties.

We are Orthodox Christians living in a New Orthodox envi-
ronment. Let us plan ahead correctly this Holiday Season and let
us set our minds and our hearts to what is important for our souls
and not our bodies. I urge each of you to prepare for and live
Christmas in the true Orthodox Spirit. Let us all celebrate Christ-
mas the way we celebrate PASCHA, first with a sincere prepara-
tion for the Holy Eucharist. Second, we should all, young and old,
come to worship Christ as a family during the Christmas Liturgy
on Christmas Eve and receive the Holy Eucharist with your tam-
ily members, and then we can truly celebrate the real Nativity of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

May you enjoy the riches of God’s graces during this Christ-
mas—Itithe and abundance of His blessings during the New Year.
Merry Christmas to all!

With Love in our Incarnate Lord,
Fr. Michael Pastrikos

Xowotovyevvidtizo Mijvopo oo tov Ioatépa Muyoni

Xowto, ohhd gpoviilovpe v TNV WED NG TTANQOUG
EU0RLOTNONG HOL LAOVOTIONNOTS TOV EQUTOUAT KA.
Ayopdtovue dwpa o va aviehhdEoune pe drhiovg, Ta
CYOTINUEVOL UG TTROTMITCL, OVYYEVELS RO LLOUS, ahAG EEyVaLE
Ot ndrov exel €Ew, vayouvv yuhiddeg avOpwToL OV Elvol
QUOTUXLOPEVOL HOL PTWYOL HoiL BEV EYOVV TNV EVRULOL RUL TV
TORUTEAELT VUL EOQTATOUV TNV YEVVIIGT TOV XOUOTOU OITWC EUELS.
Ag avogeoBouiie ®oL OTNV EUTTOPLAOTYTA TV XOLOTOUYEV-
Vv, OeV ELVOLL Koo VoL OLVELG D, OLOTL EXTOS TV dhhwv, 1)
yévvnon tov XoLoto frav dmgo o’ ends. Omwg emiong oL
Mdyou mpoogepay 1o dwee Tovg otov Incol. To medinua
apy(CeL Oty divouue Eppaon LOVo oTa dME #oL ELOLHOTEQC,
pOVO oTa S TToU Bat AABOUHE. AXOUN KoL 1) 1OEX «avTOAayIG
ORWV» dEV eival owotr, av oxeq@Bolpe Ta SWEYYLOTH TOV
Kuolov pog: «Eivan vodutepa va OLVELS TTHM VO TTOLQVELS.»
Tig TEQLOTOTERES (POPES TO POVOILAS BHRO TTOV EEYVOUNE Vi
dhooupe otov Inool elval o enwtog pog. TTohhol wnd eudg
EeyvoUUE VO TTQOOWEQOUNE OTNV ExxAnGsic, Eva XQLOTOUYEV-
VUATIHO BP0, Ou TIPETEL VoL ELVOL TO TRMTO TOU TEETEL Vi
eTLUEANDOVLE, YLOTE TAVIOTE OHETTTOUCOTE KO OTLCAE TO HEPAAL
pag, i 1o 1L B0dBehe to wGle dTono g owoyeveiag uwog. Ta
Xowtotyevvy, Eodetovpe ythuddeg dOMAAQL, YL VO TOUG
HAVOULE EVTUXLOREVOUS, UE TO OXETLTIHG OTL UE TOV TROTO AUTO
OlY VOURE TIV EXTIUMOT XKoL TV @y wog, akhd yia 1o Xuoto,
GyL povov dev Tov orenTOUOTE, ahh(l OUTE EQYXOUCOTE OTLG
Arohoulieg mov éxouvv mpoyoupuatiotel yio Tnv Eogti twv
Xowtovytvvey, Oev extehOUPE OUTE QUTH TNV TTEQOULAOH
evluvn, ov av un TL dhho yowataue otov Kopuo, yu to oo
EXCIVE YLOL LOC,
Adehpol nor adehpéc pov ev Kvpiw, oug mopoxohd va
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avapwtnBeite—yati elval 1 ®EaLOTERY £TOYN TOL YXEOVOU,
Elvoil yuot 1o TOMRATUOTILOTO—ITTOV ONUALOUY TLG TUEMES G,
Elvar ywr 1o vhid dwpa tov soaipvoupe (EQroviol xou
PEUYOLV);

To XELOTOTYEVVA UG SIVOUV TNV EUXCLOIC VO EOQTACOUNE
AL VO OUYHEVIQWOOUPE T} OXEYT] JOG POVO OT1] YEVVIIOT TOU
Xowotov. H eopti g evodpumong Tov, dev mepLopiCetal o wuo
TAVIYUOLKY €00TH ML @Opd TO 3OOVO, ®OL Of Oleg TIG
EQOTAOTIAEG TNG EXONADOELS.

Eipoote Xowrtwavol OpbodoEot #oL Covpe o évol
Kawvoupyo OpBodoEo mepifdhiov. Ag mROYQUUUATIOOUME £
TV TEOTEQWY owotd v Eogtaotikn avty Emoxn ®ow og
oveqDovue TL ElvaL TTLO OMUOVTLXG YLa TV Y] OGS KOL YL TO
OMOpa pog. @ELoVUE OAOL 00C, VO TQOETOLLIOTEITE UL Vo,
mepdoete To. XoLotovyevvo te adnbive Ophodogo Tvevua. Ag
£00TAOOVUE OOl Ta XQLoTOUYEVVE. e TOV {BLo TROmO Tou
£00TALOVNE TO TTAoY, TEMTA JE ELALHOLVY] TTOOETOLLOGTNL YLCL Vo
Metahdpfovpe. Aevteo, Oct TEEMEL GLOL, LEYAAOL KOl ULKQOL, VOL
eAbete oty Exrdnola oav owoyévewr yu tnv XOLOTOUYEY-
viatinn Ocia Aettovpyio Ty TTapauovn Ty XoLoTouyévvay
Ao v, Adfete Oclor Kowvavio Pe ta (el Tng oukoyevelas oug,
UL HOTOTLY  UTTOQOUUE  RAAMLOTU  va  €0QTAOOUME TV
moaypatixn Févvnon tov Kupiou pag xou Zwtipa Inoov
Xolotou.

Eife n Xdowg tov @eot eivan pali oog, to XOL0ToUyEVVI—
naw oL evhoyieg Tou yua o ayalo xatd T Néo Xgovid,

Koda Xprwotovyevve. oe 0hovg oog!

Me ayamnn erov Evoagxwfévra Kigto.
HMazijo Migani A. Haotoixis
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THOUGHTS FROM EVA LALLAS

he countdown

to  Christmas
began months ago,
reminding us of
the diminishing
number of shopping
days. Many feel that Christmas has become over
commercialized as merchants began displaying holiday
decorations and gift items in early autumn; they wonder
if the true meaning of this sacred holiday has been lost.

Not so in one household by the little boy who asked
his mother to bake a birthday cake. When she wanted
to know who was celebrating his birthday, her son
exclaimed, “Jesus, of course! It's Christmas!” The Happy
Birthday, Jesus cake has become a tradition in their
home.

Likewise, many churches are presenting Christmas
programs with the central theme of The Nativity and
God’s love for His children, not only the joy of snowmen,
etc. In our Church, November 15th marks the beginning
of the Christmas Fast: a period of preparation for each
of us in anticipation of The Perfect Gift which we are
about to receive from God.

Beyond dietary abstinence fasting includes a focus
on our behavior: avoiding anger, hurtful words and
actions, and replacing them with kindness, forgiveness,
and prayer for our fellow man. Prayers thanking God
and asking for His forgiveness and guidance help us
concentrate on righteous behavior. Fasting helps cleanse
both body and soul.

As we prepare to celebrate the joyous birth of our Lord
and Savior, perhaps the following article best reminds us
of the Spirit of Christmas. It is anonymous and we thank
our friend and parishioner the late Aspasia Karpathiou
Johns for having shared it with us.
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Chrislmas

Let’s Keep Christmas

We all feel the presence of approaching Christmas.
The traffic is terrible, You can’t find a parking space.

The stores are crowded, Mall scenes make shopping a
night-mare. You think of friends and loved ones who
are so hard to shop for. Maybe there is nothing in a
store they need. But what about some token of love—

What about LOVE itself..... and FRIENDSHIP.... and
UNDERSTANDING..... and CONSIDERATION...
and a HELPING HAND... and a SMILE... and a
PRAYER?

You can’t buy these things in a store, and these are
very special things people need. We all need them.

Blessed will they be who receive them this Christmas
or at any time. Lets not permit the rush to crowd
Christmas out of our hearts... for that is where it
belongs. Christmas IS NOT in the stores, but IN OUR
HEARTS.

In the midst of the commercialized holiday season,
perhaps the recognition of the real meaning of the
Christmas Spirit is re-surfacing among many. Our
hope is that Christmas Love remains within us, in
our hearts; now, throughout the year, and beyond.
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‘5 @’ In addition, I am adding “The Greek Corner” which is the
G r e e k outcome of phrases frequently used during conversations with

Father Michael. They are sayings, parables, idioms with
variations that address and express life situations or specific
persons and have been common throughout the Greek world

C o r n e r for many generations. In fact, such messages are universal.

You are encouraged to inform us of some that are familiar to

you. Please send them to: el817@yahoo.com

1). AvOpwrrog aypapparog, VAo ameAéknto.
An uneducated man is like a piece of uncarved, rough wood.
An educated person has been tended to; is knowledgeable, is polished.

2). A¢xka perpa kar éva kode.
Check your measurements ten times before you cut....in carpentry, sewing....be accurate, don’t

be in a hurry.
®
A) ‘ 3). H mérpa otov tomo g paAwadn.
£ Moss grows on the stone that stays in its place.
Yy~ Rolling Stones gather no moss. Stay put, don’t flit from place to place.
N 4). Mze omow Saokalo kaOnong, terowa ypappara 0a padng.

Whoever your teacher is, that’s the type of knowledge you will learn.
You should gain more knowledge if you are taught by an accredited teacher,
or attend an accredited school.
5). I1¢g pov oot eivat ot @ilotl oov kat 0a cov TTw TO10¢ eloat.

Tell me who your friends are and I’ll tell you the kind of person you are.
You are known by the company you keep.

OO OO OO OO OO0
Some common American phrases that are probably familiar to you, and their meaning!
1) Break the ice...start a conversation upon meeting someone or a group
2) Walk on eggshells...be careful, watch your behavior
3) Turn a blind eye...ignore “kave mwg §¢v PAénng! kave mwg §¢v akovg!
4) The ball is in your court...your move...your turn... it’s up to you now
5) Save face...protect your reputation...

Take the proper measure, say the right thing to correct what was done or said
in order to protect your reputation
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ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH HAPPENINGS

The 2nd Annual Honoree Grand Banquet on Sunday, November 9th.
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ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH HAPPENINGS

St. Nicholas Stewardship Sunday took place on November 30th. This year's
guest speaker was Allison Almason, Assistant States Attorney’s Office,
Baltimore City State’s Attorneys Office. We thank her for describing what
stewardship means to her and her family’s journey in Orthodoxy.
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urvag NogpPplog fTav yepdtog yvaor), Snpuovpyia kat Opopees oTypés yia to oxoleio pag, yepifovrag tig takeg pe
XAPA Kal EUTTVELOT).

,,&‘.)

Ot padntég g [éuntng Takng napovoiacav pe evBovotaopd to ayamnuévo tovg PAio, ADVTAG yLa TOVG HPWES, TOV
ovyypagEa kat Tnv TAOKI, v oL TOAVXpwiies {wypaLég Tovg {wvtdveyav Tig toTopieg kat yéoav Ty td&n gavraocia kat xpopa.

Tnv idta epiodo, ot padntég g Extng Tadng epydotnkay pe evdiagépov mdvw otnv Kukhogopiakr Aywyr}, Snuovpydvtag OLopees apioeg pe
Ta OTHATA TNG TPOXALAG IOV CLYAVTODY GTN YELTOVLA TOVG. MeleTwvTag Ta, £pabav Tn onpacia Tovg Kat Ta Tapovaiacay pe SiHovpyKo Kat
KaTavonto tpomo.

Me agoppry to Thanksgiving, e Tovg Habntég pov culnTrHoape yia Tovg AGYous yia TOVG OTIOI0VG EIHATTE EVYVWOHOVEG Kal Yia OAa 6oa
evxaploTodpe Tov Oed. Eekivnoa avagepopevn oe kabe pabntr Eexwplotd, tovifovtag éva 18iaitepo XapakTnpLoTIKO TOV yia To oToio atoBdvopat
EVYVOHOOUVN Kat TO 0T0{0 ovuPaiet Betikd oty TAEN poag.

TN oLVEREL, Ta TTALSLA HOLPAGTNKAY TIG SIKEG TOVG OKEWELG Kal KaTaypayape ONEG TIG AavTHoElg oTov ivaka. Ia va Swoovpe o Snutovpytkr
Sdotaon otn Spactnpotnta, @Tidape pla peydin yohomovha-agioa, 6mov kdbe pabntng Eypave mdvw e Eva YTEPO TIG TPOCWTIKEG TOV
EVXAPLOTIEG.

'Etot, Snpovpyrjoape Mot padi pio Tohoxpwpn «yalomodAd EVYVOHOGHVIGY, YEUAT HE TIG OHOPPES OKEWELG Kal Ta ovvausdrpata Tov madidv,
KAAALEPYDVTAG KA{a EVOTNTAG, EVYVWHOOVVIG Kol Xapdg péoa otnv Tagn.

Twpa, pe o Tvevpa Twv Xplotovyévvwv va pag TAnotalet, £xovpe 1dn Eekivroet pe xapd Tig TPoeTOLHATieg yia T XPLOTOVYEVVIATIKY YIOPTH|
pog. Etopalopacte emiong yia ta kdAavta mov kdbe xpovo tpayovddue ot yertovid tov Ayiov NikoAdov, kpatwvtag {wvtava ta opopea €0ipa
Kot TIg Tapadooelg g natpidag pag. Ta eAnvomovid pag Puvvouvy £Tot To akndivo vonpa Twv yLopTay, péoa amod Hovotkr, xapuoyeha kat {eotn
SnovpykoTNTA.

Me 1oAAn aydmn koL EDYVWHOOVVT, EVXOHATTE 0e OAoVG Toug Evopiteg pag Kald kat Evhoynuéva Xpiotovyevva, yepdta vyeia, eprivn kat
owkoyevetakr Oainwpn!

Koo IIépov Baotheddn
Aaokda ITépmtne & Extng Taénca

he month of November was filled with knowledge, creativity, and joyful moments for our
school, bringing inspiration and happiness to every classroom.

The students of the Fifth Grade proudly presented their favorite books, speaking about the char-
acters, the author, and the storyline, while their colorful drawings brought the stories to life and
filled the room with imagination and brightness.

At the same time, the Sixth Grade students worked enthusiastically on their Road Safety
projects, creating beautiful posters with the traffic signs they encounter in their neighborhood.
Through their work, they learned the meaning of each sign and presented them in a creative and
engaging way.

To celebrate Thanksgiving, my students and I talked about the reasons we are grateful and the
ways we thank God. I began by speaking about each student individually, highlighting a special
characteristic that makes them unique and for which I am thankful.

Then, the children shared their own thoughts, and we recorded all their answers on the board.
To add a creative touch to the activity, we made a large turkey poster, where each student wrote
their personal expressions of gratitude on a feather.

Together, we created a colorful “Gratitude Turkey; filled with the children’s beautiful thoughts and feelings, fostering a sense of unity, thankfulness,
and joy within our classroom.

Now, as the Christmas spirit draws near, we have joyfully begun preparing for our Christmas celebration. We are also getting ready to sing the
traditional carols in the neighborhood of Saint Nicholas, as we do every year, keeping alive the cherished customs and traditions of our homeland.
Through these festive activities, our Greek children experience the true meaning of the holidays—through music, smiles, and warm creativity.

With love and gratitude, we wish all our Parish members a Merry and Blessed Christmas, filled with health, peace, and the warmth of family.

Kelly Peros Vasiliades
Teacher of 5th & 6th Grade
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GREEK SCHOOL PTA

PTA OFFICERS & MEMBERS
President Alexandra Forakis “&W% ‘
Vice President Maria Ieromonahos ,/—‘J

Treasurer

Members

Alexandra Karoutsos
Recording Secretary Angela Yeakim
Corresponding Secretary Stella Fotinos

Angela Tserkis
Anna Ieromonahos
Dimitra Douskas

Monday, December 8th at 5:30 pm
Monday, January 12th at 5:30 pm
Monday, February 9th at 5:30 pm

Lia Dimas Monday, March 9th at 5:30 pm
Maria Lykos

Moshoula Tsamouras

Sofia Vasiliadis Monday, April 20th at 5:30 pm
Sophia Politis

Tsambika Korologos

Monday, December 1st &
Wednesday, December 3rd
Wednesday, December 17th
Monday, January 5th
Monday, January 12th &
Wednesday, January 14th

TBD

Thursday, February 12th
Wednesday, February 18th
TBD

Monday, February 23rd
Monday, March 2nd
Sunday, March 22nd

Wednesday, April 1st
Saturday, April 4th
Monday, May 4th
Wednesday, May 27th
TBD

June 11th -14th
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Monday, May 11th at 5:30 pm

Christmas Decorating

Christmas Party & Caroling
Theophany - Craft & Video, Vasilopita Cutting
Lambades Making

Three Heirarchs Program
Tsiknopempti Fundraiser

Apokries Activities/Crafts
Godparents Sunday -Spaghetti Lunch, Laganes & Tiropites Fundraiser
Clean Monday: Lenten Foods & Craft
Marti Bracelets

Greek Independence Day Program
Easter Crafts

Lazarus Breakfast

Protomagia Celebration

End of Year Program

6th Grade Dinner

Kids Zone at Greek Festival
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Congratulations to the GOYA Girls A Team for winning the championship at the
St. George Bethesda Basketball Tournament!

Registration:

Registration is always open as we always welcome new Goyans at any time. We would love all
children 12 yrs old (and up) and in 7% grade to join our youth group. Whether or not you choose
to play basketball, it is a great opportunity to make new friends and become closer to your faith
and your church.

If interested, please email the advisors at stnicholasgoyabalto@gmail.com

Upcoming Events:

Dec. 6™ St. Nicholas Name Day Dance.
Dec 13- GOYA’s Christmas party at the plateia
Dec 29'"- Caroling

BALTIMORE,MD

BINGO SAVE THE DATE
Our annual Bingo will be held on February 7, 2026. This is our biggest fundraiser of the year.
You may purchase tickets from any Goyan or advisor. Tickets are $40 if purchased in advance
or $45 at the door. Please reach out to Penny Alafassos with any questions (443) 756-2201.
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

The Saint Nicholas Bilingual Early Education Center provides
a safe, nurturing, home away from home learning center. We
accept children from 6 weeks till 5 years of age. If you have
any questions or need additional information, please feel free
to contact the center at 410-633-5020 extension 4 or message
us on Facebook.

November was full of fun activities in BEEC. We learned
about giving, appreciation, culture, season, and more. BEEC
had a thanksgiving feast with families and teachers. BEEC
Parents really enjoyed spending that time with their children
and our BEEC teachers. We enjoyed our meal together and
enjoyed each other’s company. BEEC wants to thank the
families and teachers who supported our Thanksgiving feast.

This coming December, BEEC is inviting BEEC families and
teachers to join us to meet Santa Claus on December 19th,
2025, 3 pm- 5 pm in the St. Nicholas Church Hall. BEEC’s
Preschool class will also be performing 2 holiday songs. We
can't wait to see what January will have in store for us!

Happy Holidays to all!

§T. NICHOLAS BILINGUAL
EARLY €EDUCATION CENTER

To Aiyhwooo Kévtpo ITpooxoAwns Aywyng Ayiov Nikoldov
TIAPEYEL EVAL ATPANEG, PPOVTIOTIKO, KEVTPO UABNONG HaKpLd amd to
onitt. Agxopaote moudia and 6 efSopadwy €wg 5 etwv. Eqv éxete
omoleadnnoTe epwTroels 1 Xperdleote mpoabeteg TANpogopies,
pn SLOTACETE Vol EMKOVWVIOETE e TO KEVTPO 0To 410-633-5020
£0WTEPLKO VOLUEPO 4 1) Vot pag oteilete purpvopa oto Facebook.

O Noéppplog Nrav yepdtog SlaokedaoTikég SpacTnpLOTITEG OTO
BEEC. MdBayie yia TNV Tpoo@opd, TNy eKTiUNoT, TOV TOATIOUO,
v enoxn kou ToAAAd dAAa. To BEEC Siopydvwoe pia ylopTr Twv
Evxaplotiov pe otkoyéveteg kat daokdlovg. Ot yoveic tov BEEC
AMOAAVOAV TIPAYUATIKA TOV XPOVO TIOL TIEPATAY e TaL TtoudLA TOVG
Ko Tovg Saokahovg Tov BEEC. Anohavoope to yevua pag padi
Kat anohavoae o €vag v mapéa tov aAlov. To BEEC BéAet va
EVXOAPLOTIOEL TIG OLKOYEVELEG KAl TOVG SATKAAOVG IOV vTTooTHpLEaV
™ yopt) Twv Evxapotiov.

Tov epxopevo AeképPpio, To BEEC mpookalei Tig otkoyéveleg kat
Tovg daokarovg Tov BEEC va cuvavtiicovy tov Ayto Baciln otig
19 AekepPpiov 2025, 3 - 5 i otnv aifovoa tng exkAnoiag
Tov Ayiov Nikoldov. H tédn mpooxoAkrig nAikiag tov BEEC 8a
€PUNVEVOEL ETONG 2 E0PTAOTIKA TPAYyoLSLaL.

Avvropovovpe va Sovpe Tt pag empuidcoet o Iavovdptog!
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KaAég yroptég oe Ohovg!
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS
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The St. Nicholas
Bilingual Early
Education
Center hosted

a Thanksgiving
dinner for all
the children and
parents.

DECEMBER 2025




PHILOPTOCHOS

We would like to thank all those who contributed to the
non-perishable food drive for our local pantry. The
items were delivered and appreciated. During the month of
December, we will be collecting new blankets, hats, gloves, and
socks. Collection box will be in the church atrium. Thanksgiving
we assisted five families with food and or food cards. The need
is great throughout the year but especially during the winter
months and holiday season. On behalf of those we help, thank
you for your generosity!

Monday, December 1Ist in the church social hall
Philoptochos General Meeting at 6:00 p.m. Join us for
an evening of fellowship with snacks and refreshments.
All are welcome!

Join us for vespers on December 5th and Liturgy
December 6th as we celebrate our Patron Saint
Nicholas followed by a reception sponsored by the
community and Philoptochos. May God through the
intercession of Saint Nicholas Bless your families with health,
happiness, and love!

Tuesday, December 9th our Annual Christmas Cheer which
will be held at Jimmy’s Famous Seafood, 6526 Holabird Avenue,
Baltimore, Maryland 21224 at 6:00 p.m. Donation $45.00
includes buffet dinner, dessert, soft drinks, and coffee. CASH
BAR. For information or tickets contact Maria Giorgakli 1-443-
413-2657 or any Philoptochos board member. We look forward
to celebrating the start of the Christmas Season with you!

Luke 2:10-11 “But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.
I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you, he is the Messiah, the Lord’ ” Wishing everyone a Blessed
and Merry Christmas with family and friends.

DONATIONS TO SAINT NICHOLAS PHILOPTOCHOS:

In memory of Nina Tripolites: Anonymous

In memory of Flora Karais:
John and Despina Pikounis and Family

In memory of Nicholas Karanikolis:
John and Despina Pikounis and Family

DONATIONS TO PHILOXENIA HOUSE:

In honor of

Michael and Nora Kefalas’ 50th Wedding Anniversary:
Michael, Sylvia Tsakalos, and family and

Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas Kambouris
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PHILOPTOCHOS

@a Oélapie va evxaploTroovpEe GAovg 6GoVG oVVEPAlaY oV
EKOTPATEIC CUYKEVTPWOTG U1 EVAANOIWTWY PAYNTA YLaL TV TOTIKT
pag anofrkn tpoeipwv. Ta idn mapadodniay ko ekt Onkay. Katd
N Sidpxeta Tov AekepPpiov, Ba culE§ovpe véeg koLPEPTEG, KaTEAQ,
yavtia kat kdhtoes. To kovti ovykévipwong Ba Ppioketat oto aibplo
™G ekkAnoioag.

Ta v Hpépa twv Evxapiotiov Bondroape mévTe otkoyéveleg e
TpOQIHa /Ko kAPTeG Tpo@ipwy. H avdykn eivat peydAn kad’ 6An
SLapkela TOL £TOVG, aAAd 18LaiTEPA KATA TOVG XEWUEPLVOVG [N VEG KAL TIG
yloptéc. Ex uépovg dowv BonddyLe, oag evxaplotovpe
yia 1 yevvalodwpia oag!

Aevtépa, 1 Aekepfpiov, oty aiovoa KOWVWVIKAG
ovvélevong TG ekkAnoiag, Oa mpaypatomownOei Fevikr)
Zvvéhevon tng Pdmtwyov ot 6:00 p.p. EXdre padi
pog yua piot Bpadidt CLVTPOPIKOTITAG e TVAK Kal
avayuktikd. Olot eivau evmpoodextol!

EAdre padi pag yia tov eomepvo otig 5 AekepfBpiov ko
™ Aertovpyia oTig 6 AekepPpiov, kabwg yroptd{ovpe
Tov IToAiovxo pag Ayto NikdAao, akohovBovpevn and Segiwor mov
Sopyavavetal and Tnv kotvotnta kot T Gidontwyo. Eibe o Oedg, péow
™G peotteiag Tov Ayiov NikoAdov, va evAoyel TIG OIKOYEVELEG 0AG e
vyeia, evtuyia kot ayann!

Tpitn, 9 AexepPpiov, n etriota Xprotovyevviatikn Eopraotixn pag
Toptr}, n omoia Ba mpaypartonomBei oo Jimmy’s Famous Seafood,
6526 Holabird Avenue, Baltiuopn, Mépihavt 21224, otig 6:00

i H Swped $45.00 Sohapiwv mepthapPdver Seinvo oe pmove,
emdopio, avayukTika kot kagé. CASH BAR. Tia mAnpogopieg iy
eloLTnpLa, emKoVwVRoTe pe T Mapia [lwpyaxn oto 1-443-413-
2657 1 pe onotodnmote péLog Tov Stowkntikod cupPovAiov Tng
DidomTwyov. AVUTIOHOVODE Vo ylopTaoovpe padi Ty évapln g
Xplotovyevvidtikng meptdodov!

Aovkag 2:10-11 “kai ginev adToig 6 dyyehog ‘Ui @oPeicde idod

Yyap edayyehifopou Vpiv xapav peyany, fjtig £otar Tavti T Aad,
Ot &téxOn vpiv opepov owTthip, 86 £oTt Xprotog Kvprog, v mode
Aavid”. Ebyopat oe 6hovg KaAd ko Evhoynuéva Xpiotodyevva pe tnv
OLKOYEVELX Kal TOVG PIAOVG oag.

Awpeéc otnv PAénTwyo Tov Aylo NikodAdo:
3 pviun ™6 Nivag Tpurolitn: Avdvoun

) pviun s PAopag Kapan:
Iwdvvng kau Aéomotva ITikodvn kat Otkoyévela

3 pviun tov Nucoda Kapavikoln:
Iwdvvng kau Aéomotva ITikovvn kat Okoyévela

Awpetc otov Oiko Photévia:

IIpog T 6 5016 emeteiov

yapov Tov MixanA kat tng Nopag Kepald:
Miyan, Z0APia Todkalog kat otkoyévela Kat
Ap. xat Ka. NikdAaog Kapmovpng
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PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

ST. NICHOILAS PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
Dear Parishioner,

“ELECTION FEVER?” is beginning to grip our Country. During the month of
November we will be veting for officials that we elect every four years. I hope that
all of you will participate in the Democratic process. Alse another election will be
taking place in December of this year. It is the election of the members of the St.
Nicholas Parish Council. I hope that this also gives us the Election Fever to vote for
the new members of the Parish Council. This election will impact our Church and
Community, and the spiritual life of the men and women we elect to help the Parish
Priest in the administration of the parish. We are prepared to give it the same
thought effort and consideration as we give the National Elections?

We should be extremely grateful tc the Men and Women who have served the
Parish Council in past years. With God’s blessing their hard work, dedication, and
sacrifice has given us a Church and facilities that is known far and wide for its
beauty and Christian environment. We cannot thank them enough for all they have
accomplished. I have always said that now is the time that the younger generation
needs to step up to the plate, and get involved in the administration of the parish
and learn from the present remaining dedicated individuals. Our faith is not a
spectator sport without action, involvement, dedication, sacrifice, and commitment
our faith is in vain.

These Elections will take place on the second Sunday of December 2025. Mark this
date on your calendars and come to church ready to vote for the new members of
the Parish Council.

(Note) In order to vote in these elections, every parishioner must take care of their

financial responsibilities in full, or else they cannot vote in this coming election day.

With Love in Christ Iesu

Al

Fr. Michael L. Pastrikos
Protopresbyter
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PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

NOTICE FOR NOMINATIONS TO PARISH COUNCIL

We would like to inform you that there are several positions available on the Parish Council. The
Nomination Committee was elected at the general meeting held on November 2", 2025.

We encourage all members of our community, who have met their financial obligations and are
willing and able to offer their services to our community, to submit their candidacy to the
Nominating Committee by Sunday, December 7™, 2025. Please keep in mind the procedure:
The Committee for the Nomination of Candidate Members of the Board of Directors will
announce the names that have expressed interest. If you wish to participate in the election
process, you can also fill out the following application and send it to the church office by
Sunday, December 7th, 2025.

The election will be held on Sunday, December 14, 2025.

According to the "Uniform Parish Regulations", any member who wishes to participate in the
electoral process must be Christian Orthodox and a member of the community for at least one
year until election day. In addition, his/her lifestyle and character should be in accordance with
the faith and rules of our Orthodox Church. A new member of our community can vote if they
have registered in the last three months before election day.

You can send your application to: Nominating Committee
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
520 S. Ponca St.
Baltimore, MD 21224

CANDIDACY FORM FOR PARISH COUNCIL

Candidacy for

Signature

Name (Print)

Address

Phone Number

E-mail address

40 KOINONIA DECEMBER 2025




PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

EIAOMOIHZH IMNA THN EKAOTH NEQN MEAQN T1A TO AIOIKHTIKO ZYMBOYAIO

Oa BEAapE va 0ag EVNUEPWOOUE OTI UTTAPXOUV APKETEG BIaBEaIuEG BETEIC aTO AIOIKNTIKO
2upBouAio. H Emitpot yia Tnv Avadeign Yrown@iwv eKAEXBNKE KATA TNV YEVIKA OUVEAEUON
TTou TTpayuatoTroifdnke 2 NoguBpiou, 2025.

EvBappuvoupe 6Aa Ta pEAN TNG KOIVOTNTAG KOG, TA OTTOIa £X0UV EKTTANPWOEI TIG OIKOVOMIKEG
TOUG UTTOXPEWOEIG Kal £XOuV TNV dIABeoN Kal TNV IKAvVOTNTA VA TTPOCQPEPOUV TIG UTTNPECIEG TOUG
oTnV KoIvoTNTA Jag, va uttoBAAAOUV TNV QiTNON TOUG Yia TO BIOIKNTIKG GUUBOUAIO aTnv EmiTpoT)
Avadeigng Ymoywneiwv péxpl Tnv Kupiakn 7 Aekepppiou, 2025. MapakaAoUpe va EXETE UTTOWN
oag Tnv dladikaoia: H EmTpotA yia Tnv Avadeign Ymoywneiwv MeAwv Tou AloIKnNTIKOU
ZupBouAiou Ba avakoIvwaoel Ta OvOUATa TToU £X0UV eKdNAWOEl evilagépov. Eav emiBupeite va
OUMMETEXETE OTNV EKAOYIKH OI0BIKOTIO YTTOPEITE ETTIONG VO ZUPTTANPWOETE TNV TTAPAKATW aiTnon
Kal va TNV OTEIAETE OTO ypa@eio TNG ekkAnaiag péxpl TNV Kupiakr 7 Aekepppiou, 2025.

O1 ekAoyég Ba Trpayuatotroinbouv Tnv Kupiakr), 14 AekeuBpiou, 2025.

ZUpoewva pe Toug «Opoidpop@ous Kavoviopoug Twv KolvoTATwY», 011010 JEAOG TTIBUET va
OUMMETEXEI OTNV €KAOYIKN diadikaoia Ba rpétel va gival XpioTiavog OpB6do&og kal HEAOG TNG
KOIVOTNTAG YIO TOUAAXIOTOV €va XPOVO PEXPI TNV NUEPA TwV EKAOYwV. ETTITTAéOV 0 TPOTTO (WG
KOl 0 XOPAKTAPAG Tou / TNG Ba TTPETTEl va gival CUPQWVOG PE TNV TTIOTN KOl TOUG KAVOVEG TNG
0pB06do&NG ekkAnoiag pag. ‘Eva kaivoupyio pEAOG TNG KOIVOTNTOG PAG PTTOPEI va wn@ioel €av €XEl
EYYPOAPEI TOUG TPEIG TEAEUTAIOUG HAVEG TTPIV TNV NPEPA TWV EKAOYWV.

MrtropeiTte va OTeiAETE TNV aiTnon oag oTnv d1euBuvon: Nominating Committee
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
520 S. Ponca St.
Baltimore, MD 21224

ENTYNO AITHZHZ YNOWH®IOTHTAZ

OfTw utTTOYNEPIOTNTA Yia TO AIOIKNTIKOG ZUHBOUAIO

Ymoypagn

OvopaTterwvupo (HE KE@aAaia ypduuaTa)

AigvBuvon

TnAépwvo

e-mail address
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MEMORIALS

In Memory of
Mr. & Mrs. Miltiadis & Anna Aravidis
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas & Smaragda Aravidis

In Memory of Clara Cornias

Chris Angelopoulos

Mrs. Chrisanthi Karanikolis

Ms. Eve Lallas

Mr. & Mrs. John & Angela Sfakianoudis
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck & Olga Paterakis
Mrs. Dora Kolotas

Mr. & Mrs. Larry & Kyriala Cornias
Mrs. Helen Pikounis

Ms. Theonimfi Cornias

Mr. & Mrs. Nick & Calliopi Cornias

In Memory of Konstantinos ¢ Markella Forakis
Mr. & Mrs. Tony & Maria Pearce

In Memory of Flora Karais

Rologas Family

Araviakis Family

Mrs. Maria Kornias

Mr. & Mrs. John & Despina Pikounis
Mrs. Koula Giakoumakis

Dr. Mary Kamos

Mr. Nikos Kamos

Angelou Family

Mrs. Maria Karagiannis

Mr. & Mrs. Tony & Maria Pearce
Mrs. Anastasia Halikias

Ms. Anna Halikias

Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos

Mrs. Anthi Roufas

Mr. & Mrs. George & Voula Chrisovergis

Mr. & Mrs. Ted & Koula Cozmo
Ms. Teresa Flynn

Mrs. Kaliopi Philippou

Ms. Eve Lallas

Mr. Chris Angelopoulos

Mrs. Kitsa Paidousis

Mr. & Mrs. Larry & Kyriala Cornias
Mrs. Kiki Kavouriou

In Memory of Nikolaos Karanikolis

Mr. & Mrs. Stefanos & Constantia Siskos

Mrs. Despina Cornias

Mr. & Mrs. John & Angela Sfakianoudis

Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios & Paraskevi Topouzoglou
Mrs. Dora Kolotas

Mrs. Maria Verenikis

Mrs. Anastasia Halikias

Ms. Anna Halikias

In Memory of George Katsimpiris
Nichola Katsimpiris—Wallace

In Memory of Manuel G. Koukoulas
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas & Hariklia Nezis

In Memory of Lambros & Athina Neofitou
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy & Argie Maurakis

In Memory of Christos & Georgia Triantafillidis
Anonymous

Mrs. Kaliopi Philippou

Araviakis Family

In Memory of Ekaterini “Nina” Tripolitis
Mr. Chris Angelopoulos

Mrs. Maria Karagiannis

Mrs. Kaliopi Philippou

Mrs. Maria Verenikis

Mrs. Helen Pikounis

Mrs. Anastasia Halikias

Ms. Anna Halikias

Mr. & Mrs. Mike & Lemonia Stakias

Donation in Honor of Stamatia Ieromonahos’
Name Day & Birthday
Ms. Eve Lallas

Donation in Honor of Fr. Michael’s Name Day
Ms. Eve Lallas

Donation in Honor of Emily Syropoulos’ Birthday
Ms. Eve Lallas

Donation to decorate the Icons of The Archangels
Mrs. Mary Kaikis

Donation to decorate the Icons of Saint Nicholas
Mrs. Maritsa Souranis

Mr. & Mrs. John & Despina Pikounis

Mr. & Mrs. Larry & Kyrialas Cornias

Mr. Nicholas Cornias

Mr. & Mrs. Tony & Maria Pearce

THROUGH E-GIVING

It’s through your contributions that we’re able to carry on
important work both spiritually and in our community.

HELP US GROW ai":

Electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to support
St. Nicholas.

By giving electronically, you can:

e  Give anywhere, anytime from your computer,

smartphone or tablet.
NOTICE: e Donate easily for special projects.
. . . . . e  Set up recurring offerings and pledges and never
All organizations must review their upcoming worry about bringing your checkbook or cash again.
events with ELENI KOSTALAS-LENTIS
(410-633-5020) who will add the event to the
official church calendar on the bulletin board
across from Father Michael’s office.

Show your support and try one of our e-Giving options.
If you would like to give electronically,
visit our website www.stnicholasmd.org i
or download the GivePlus mobile app. @._.?i P

Thank you for all you do to support
our St. Nicholas family throughout
the year!

L ’ y
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Thank you for your cooperation.
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NOTICES
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Dear Parishioners:

In the month of January, we celebrate a Great Feast within the Orthodox
Church. Epiphany, the baptisnt of our Lord Jesus Christ, on January 6th. It
is the season of the blessing of the Holy Waters, when also the parish priest
through his very rich custom brings the Blessed Holy Water to the faithful in
their homes and il e i: This bles everyone to receive
the Great Blessing of our Lord for the New Year.

ofe

IMPORTANT NOTICE

I feel that this is a beautiful custom, that as your priest, bringing the Blessed
Holy Water of Epiphany to you, my parishioners, allows me to remain close to
you and your family.

R S S S ™

We request that you fill out the form below or call the church secretary to set
up a convenienl time.

B

PLEASE NOTE: Only those homes that submit this form or call will be visited.

I hope that each family will take advantage of this traditional and important
blessing for the New Year.

S

With Paternal Blessing and Best Wishes for this Holiday Season!

With Lave in Christ Jesus,

Father Michael If you have not been receiving notifications from the

church, we kindly request that you notify the church office
of any change of address, phone number (home and/or

cell) as well as change of your e-mail address.

e e e ot o =i i o i e

™

BLESSING OF HOME/BUSINESS

B

S S SSA

\

AN e ey PHONED oo cam e 3

ADDRESS: i Thankyoufor your COOperation.

COMMUNITY &
CHRISTMAS CARD

(Please check one)
Poinsettias for the Church

Please hclp us to decorate our beautiful church for the uPcoming
Christmas season bg clonating $Z§.OO toward the Purchase ofa
Poinsc’ttia Plant.

Please complete this form and return to the church office or call (410) 633-5020

¢@_ffee
' Hour

Your Fami|9 is also invited to join the Community Christmas Card for
a donation of $25.00. Please SPCC@ your choice and enclose your

donation with this form.
SPONSOR A Name:

COFFEE HOUR e
We have resumed the Coffee Hour [] Community Christmas Card (# ) $ Deadline 12/6
following the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Please indicate how you wish your family name to appear on the
Please consider sponsoring a coffee hour Christmas card
in memory of a loved one, for the health N

[] Poinsettias (# ) $ Deadline 1218

of your family, or in honor of our St.
Nicholas Church. Please call the office at

410-633-5020 to schedule.
Thank you for your
support!
43 KOINONIA

Thank you for
your support!
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NOTICES
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SAINT BASIL ACADEMY
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

&
L‘. r\f)
&

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2025
11AM-2PM

KINDLY RSP BY DECEMBER 1°7
TO L.BINIARIS@®SBAGOA. ORG

B Cnbedaalaf sl Anouneiation

Mission Statement: Our Golden Age Activity Center provides for
stimulating the spirifual, social, and interpersonal interaction of
aur seniors in a loving, safe and comfortable environment.

Hours of Operation: Monday through Friday 9am to 3pm

Location: Annunciation Orthadax Center

Contact information: GoldenAgeAC@annunciationbaltimore.org
btips:/fannunciationbaltimore.ora/golden-age-activity-center

Activities:

- Participation in weekday Divine Liturgy services

- Orthodox study of various fopics including lives of the Saints
- Modest levels of physical activity

- Continental breakfast, lunch, and end of day snack

- Word and board games

- Arts and crafts

- Singing and dancing including performances by guests

- Field trips including to other orthodox churches and festivals

Suggested Donation: 535 per day. Sponsorships available,

please contact Father George and Evelyn Kimos, Director, to
discuss.

Reservations are required one week in advance to have an
accurate headcount for meals.

DECEMBER 2025




CHILDRENS CORNER
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The Children"s Word is a weekly bulletin for Orthodox Christian kids, Copyright 2025 Alexandra Houck,
Emall s orthodoxchildrensword (at) gmail.com. Find it each week at orthodoxchildrensword.org.

WORD SEARCH

Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?

Andrew
Apostle
Commandments
Confident

Cross

Epistle

Gifts

Patras

Riches
Salvation

o <cvwopooom-awm» <o
Jo - s <« «c xcnwnTDAmMOZODO®
Jnc zr-r s zx " -ozxp00<>
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Here is an icon of Saint
Andrew, the first disci-

Do you see his cross?
How is it different from

KOINONIA

for to such Is the Kingdom of Heaven.”™ Mark 10:14

Sunday, November 30, 2025 Volume 13, Issue 48

Be imitators of me!
Have you ever had to follow an ex-
ample? Maybe when you were learning to read
and write, you traced letters. Or when you
wanted to learn how to draw something, you
colored the pattern just the way they told you
to. If you follow the pattern or example closely,
your work will turn out just right.

In our Christian faith, we need examples too! Saint Paul is a wonderful ex-
ample to us, and we can follow him to turn out to be great, strong, Chris-
tians. In today’s epistle reading, Saint Paul tells his students in Corinth, “I
urge you then, be imitators of me.” Saint Paul knew that God had shown him
the right way. Now, he wanted the Christians to imitate him so they would
turn out right. He wanted the new Christians to follow his example.

Sometimes we might think we know a lot about our Church, especially when
we answer all the questions right in Church School. But as Christians, we are
really just beginners! We try to imitate Saint Paul and the saints so that we
follow a good example and turn out right—with a good and holy Christian
life.

So, let’s always try to learn more about the saints so we can imitate them. You
can read the Bible by yourself or with your parents. You can ask your teachers or
your priest to tell you some good books so you can learn more about other saints
too! Be imitators of them!

o3 36 3 3 3 3 9 5 3 0 S N R E AR

ANOTHER KIND OF CROSS
SAINT ANDREW THE FIRST-CALLED

We all know about the Cross of
our Lord, Jesus Christ. But did you know that
many, many other people were crucified on
crosses too? Today, we celebrate the feastday
of Saint Andrew. Andrew was the first person
Christ called to follow Him. He was Jesus's
first disciple.

Saint Andrew did follow Christ, and he fol-
lowed Him all his life. He even followed
Christ so much that he got in trouble with the
Roman authorities. These people did not want Christians to have any

y power or influence. So, they told Andrew that
he would be crucified, too. Our saint said that
he could not be crucified the same way as our
Lord was, so he asked to be bound to an X-
shaped cross instead. He followed Christ to
the end, and he even follows Christ in heaven
now!

Now, there is a beautiful church at the same
spot where Saint Andrew was crucified. Peo-
ple even found the cross of Saint Andrew bur-
ied underground. You can visit this beautiful
church and kiss the holy cross in Patras, Greece.

You can see tha cross of
Saint Andrew in Patras,

4 e e e vl sl e e e ofe ofe o e ol e e e ol ofe ol o e e e ol e ol e o ol e e ol e e e e ol e e ol e e e e o e e g

e ofe s e abe sl e sfe e ofe ofe ol o e e e e ol ofe e sl o e e ol e e e ol ofe o ol e e e e e e ol o e e e e e e e ol o o e e ol

Greece. You can ask Saint Andrew to pray for all of us!
We ber St. Andrew today 30th (OC: D ber 13th). |
RN RN NN R RN RN R RN R RN NN RN
& Aeandra Houck 2025
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STEWARDSHIP

St. Nicholas
eGiving Stewardship

One Less Thing
to think about

eGiving Benefits

* Easy set up

* One-time/recurring payment options
» Confidential & secure

» Track easily for tax purposes

How it Works
« Go to: stnicholasmd.org/give
» Select fund(s)
e Create your profile
» Select amount, payment method & frequency
« Complete donation
* THAT'S IT! Simple.

A

Thank you for your generosity!

O

7
ut




STEWARDSHIP

MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE CARD  KKAPTA EOEAONTIKHZ NPOXMOPAZ

“YOUR OWN FROM YOUR OWN: SEE QUR CHURCH AS IT COULD BE”

“TA XA EK TON XON: OPAMATIZOMAZTE THN EKKAHEIA TOZO YWHAA...OX0
EKEITIQY MITQPEI NA @TAZEI”

2025 SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH CONFIDENTIAL STEWARDSHIF COMMITMENT CARD
2025 EAAHMNIKH QPBOAOZH EKKAHEIIA AMTOY NIKOAACY -KAPTA AMOPPHTHEI EGEAONTIKHE NFOESOPAL
In gratitude for God's blessings fwe make the following commitment to the ministries of St. Nicholas Church:
Loy EKPRAsT SLYWWHDOUUNG Hou via T evhoyie Tlow Exw Adfiel anid Tov Oeé, Seopedopa PE Ty akdioudn
CIKOVOMIKR Ko EDEAOVTIKG LOU TEpOAWoRd TIpoS Ty Ekkinaia Tou Ayiou Nikohdou;

¥ (Weekly / Monthly f Quarterly f Yearly)
3 ___ (ERSopadialwe / Mnlaiug £ Avd Tpipnve £ ETHOULG)

TOTAL ANNUAL PLEDGE FOR 2026 :$
ZUVOMKS TIOOO TIDOTPOOAL via To 2025:5

Come and See God waork through your talents, skills, and experience, as well s your financial support,
Your of fering to Christ and His Church can do 35 much a5 you empower it 1o do.
We pive to Christ and His Church not accarding to our means but sccording te our Love for Him,
TiveTe papTupes Tou £oyou Tow Qeol! AWOTE amé 1o TakévTo PE To ofioio aag Exa Tpotkicer,
LE TIG IKGYSTITTES, TI§ EMTIEIPIEC, TRV OloVoLIKr G suxEpeia, H Tipoageopd wag o1ov Xpiotd xal Ty
Exkhrota Tou ag Baciore! oty aydnn pog Mpog Autdy, Oy oTnv olkovopike pag Suvatdtnte.

Plarned Giving Please send me information on making a planned gift to the Church,
Aewped Tiou oxediaw Nopokahw oveiite Pou TThnpogople THETIKG e Tov TROTIO Tiouw UMTop
va npeapipur va Swpicw.

Print Full Name/ Fpéu)te pe kepahdaic ypduparo 1o emiGerod sag

Signatursd YTToypaes Date/ Huepopnvia
Name / Dvopa Date of Birth / Hpepop. Fevuaswg
Introducing Auto Pay
Name of Spouse f Gvopa oulyau Date of Birth f Hpepop. Mevvigsg Set It and Forget 1t
Occupation / Emyyeipn

Take the work out of giving! Set up automatic offerings
and pledges right from your computer or tablet that will
seamlessly repccur every week, month, quarter, or year.

Occupation / Emayyzhpa {Spouse]

street Address / llieGOuva ¢ ; . ., .
. If you would like Lo give elecironically, visit our website

www:sthichelasmd.org/give or download the GivePlus
mabile app. If you have any guestions, contact the church
office at 410-633-5020.

Cley £ Teéshn Zip Code 7 1y, Topdac

Home Phone / Trafcpd tnhdpwyve amTiol

Mabile Phone / Kwnté tnhépuve KMobile Phone / Kiuntd tiidipuiva (Spouse) EISATOrH STON
Email Address / HAeKTpoviKn SieDBuvon a};}:{opn A}}; TPOIIO
Email Addreas of Spouse / Hhextpovin S1edBuven quldyou PYOMIZTE TO KAL ...

SEXAITE TQ!

Communicatfun Preferences f Npo Lynoges EMEKOLVHASS Aev ypellerot va BUPAOTE va GTEIAEEE T TIPCOPOPa 004,
PUBNIOTE TNV QUTGHATH SWREN Kal Ty £HEROVTIKN oag
MPOTPepd anzuBeiag Go TOV UTGAOYIOTN OUg ] Ta tablet
oag ou Ba enavaiayBaveral aveAAumiag kabs eBSopada,

HHVE TRLENYO 1) £TOG.

. fail f TayubpopELs . Email { Hhextpowkn . Text / Mnvupa

Depandent Children’s Names and Birthdates 7
pata mwaws iy K MUEPURNYLE yEvvIjgewc Tou

Eav eMBUPELTE V0 JEEIACTE TN SWPEA GGG ALKTROVIKG,
smoRe@felte v tonoosiida pog www.stnicholasmd.
orgigive | KateBdote Ty c@upuoyn GivePlus mobile.
EQv £XETE UMOpLES, EMKOWWVAGTIE PE Te T papeio tng
EKKANGLOG OTO TNAEPWYO 410-633-5020,
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EVENTS

Saint Nicnolas neme iy Dt

Saturday December 6 2025

t;
FFnT[lR]NG
3 ~ " Yianni
Greektown Square | Papastefanou

700 Quail Street = =5 :_.
Baltimore, MD 2122;*."';

Adults: $75 £
Under 18: $50 et R
Includes Dinner & Cash Bar ' ¥ (..

Doors open at 8:00PM, #* R W : 1
Dinner served at 9:00PM _»+ % ¥ e ’

'.l.i"b-rjl." 5 *_‘ 'ﬂ
Church office: 410-633-5020° 7 e e

S APOLLONIA

GOYA CHRISTMAS
PARTY
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13TH
5PM - 10PM
AT THE PLATEIA

DINNER & DESSERTS

Saturday December 13, 2025

from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
at

St. Nicholas Large Social Hall
520 South Ponca Street

Children will enjoy breakfast,
a craft and a visit with Santa.
Free to Children up to age 12.

Sponsored by Rhodian Society of Maryland
"Diagoras”

RSVP to diagoras3@msn.com

e TN BN B N N
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GINGERBREAD HOUSE CONTEST
KARAOKE & OTHER FUN GAMES
WHITE ELEPHANT ($25 LIMIT)
CHRISTMAS PTS OR SWEATER

RSVP 0N TEAMSMAF BY DECEMBER BTH L

l,q
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EVENTS

Hellenic Golden Coins 3" Annual

+ RAFFLE
FUNDRAISER

TO SUPPORT OUR YOUTH DANCERS!

Your chance to win amazing prizes!

First meeting will be held on

1st Prize
Sunday | January 4™ 2026 | Greek School Classroom

Apple Mac Book
Air13inch Lap top
($1,000 value)

~ 2nd Prize

Apple 11 inch iPad Air
(S600 value)

_Srd Prize Contact Eva Mavroulis 717-969-0016

Beats Studio Wireless
Headphones

(S350 value)

For Tickets — [OEFFE
Call/Text or Venmo [ ;
Vasili Philippou
(443) 845-0601 [O]

Write your phone number & ‘HGC Raffle’ in comments

Drawing Dec. 217, 2025

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it
Proverbs 22:6

SAVE THE DATE

e L )

SATURDAY ! JANUARY, 17, 2026 | 1.00PM

"JANUARY

Greektown Square § Event Center ..

700 Quail St, Baltimore, MD 21224 e ! o il
PARATHOSI
TICKETS: $50

MENU:

2 LAMB CHOPS ROASTED VEGETABLES
CRAB CAKE ROASTED POTATOES
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NOTICE

< Sunday Coffee Hour

Spon sored by

St Nicholas Greel: Orthodox Church
| Coffee & Assorted Cookies - $200

Sundoy Coffee

Coffee Service Only - $120

Includes setup, cleanup, paper goods H Our

Fruit Tray - $40 8(

Spanakopita - $75
100 pieces

, NMaokaorio
Tyropita - $75

100 pieces

Tray of Cheese, Olives & Crackers - 3100 L /\/\eﬂUS

Sandwiches - $2 per piece
Tuna, Shrimp or Chicken

™ . T
For orders please call 410-633-5020 or visit the E" s .
St Nicholas Office at 520 Ponca St | MO k?;‘lﬂg NMen u

St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
O R RN
Appetizer Choices

Cheese Pies (included)
Spinach Pies (included )
1 } Fried Calamari (add $2.00pp)

- —

Choices of salad (1)
Garden Salad, Greek Salad, Village Salad, Caesar Salad
Choices of Entree (1)
Roll & Buteer (included)

Package #1 - $31pp Package #2 - $39pp

Salmon (broiled/grilled) Two (E}Jllmbo Lump Crab Cakes

Shrimp Creole Choice of Fish and One (1) Jumbo Lump
Shrimp Orzo

R Crab Cake
Caod Fish (broiled/fried)

Sides (2 choices)
Greek Style Lemon Potatoes, Roasted Red Skin Poratoes,
Kritharakie(orzo), whire rice, fresh cur vegetables, string beans Greek style

— 090
Beverages (items included) Bar Options
Red or White Wine, Coftee and Tea, Sodas, Mixed Drinks $6

Domestic Beer $6
Water

Als ilable - Paximadi Imported Beer $6
S0 avartanie = Faxumadia Mixed Drinks and Beer Available ar Per

Drink Charge $10
tel chureh: 410-633-5020

tel venue: 410-633-3131 1 -
— -

DECEMBER 2025
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Qur bodics are made up of some bizarre features! @ recipe for a cake. invented and
According to the American Academy of Ophthalmology, submitted by a reader identified
humanscandistinguish approximately 1 0million colors.  as Mrs. George Clay, which used
That's thanks to the cone cells in your retina. the back  the chocolate. Over the years as
part of your eye that senses light and sends signals 1o the recipe made its way around the
vour brain. These alerts allow you to perceive different country. people lost the original
colors. Some people who have a rare condition cailed  teference for the name and thought
tetrachromacy have an extra eye cone that enables them  German chocolate cake came from
to see hundreds of miilions of colors. the country of Germany.

51 KOINONIA

Exercise Your Brain!
FirTreEN TouGH RIDDLES

TO CONTEMPLATE

| speak without a mouth and hear without cars. [ have noe body. but | come alive with wind. What am 1?7
You measure my life in hours. and | serve you by expiring, U'm quick when 1'm thin and slow when ['m
fat. The wind is my enemy.

I come from a mine and am surrcunded by wood. 1 help others o express themselves, What am 17

What is brown and has a tatl. a hcad, and no legs? '

If all Wibbles are Criggles. all Borkins are Kwumblins, no Hoggles are Borkins, and all Criggles are
Borkins. 1s it true that alf Borkins arc Criggles?

What English word has three consceutive double letters?

A bus driver goes the wrong way down a one-way street, He passes the cops. but they don't stop him.
Why?

Name the next three letters in this combination: OQTTFFSS,

There came a bird featherless and sat on the trees feafless. There came a matden specchless and ate the bird
featherless. from off the trees leafless. What 15 11?

You don’t know me yet. but you always miss me when I'm gone. What am 17

Poor people have it. Rich people need it. 1f vou eat it you die, What is it?

[ can fly but have no wings. | cry but have no eyes. What am 17

Sam is outside a shop. She can’t read the signs, but she knows she needs to go in to make a purchase. What
store iy she at?

What walks on four feet in the moming, two in the afternoon, and three at night?
The more you try Lo see me, the less you see. The closer you get. the less you know. I'm everywhere. but
[ can’t be touched. What am 1?

Answers Next Page

MoRre FunN FacTs Fact: German chocolate cake was invented in
Texas. The “German™ part of German chocolate cake
Fact: There are parts of Africa in all four comes from a person’s name-—and that person wasn’t

hemispheres. For people whose education was largely even from Germany. Specifically. it's named after
focused on the Western world. it mav be Su[‘p[‘ising o) Samugel Gcfl‘nan, who. in 1852‘ created the formula for
find out exactly how huge the continent of Africa is. @ sweet baking chocolate bar for Baker’s Chocolate
For instance. it spans all four hemispheres and covers  Company in Massachusctts, which subsequently (and
nearly 12 mitlion square miles. confusingly!) named the product Baker’s German’s

Sweet Chocolate. Fasi-forward to June 15, 1957, The
Fact: Your eye can sec a million diflerent colors  Dallas Morning  Star published
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“Alot oi':mam;ers“-'lﬁgi'\-'e_ﬂ?étﬁi? vestes o
Rodney Hobson. author of ~“The Book of Scams,” “They
may be quite meaningless titles and completely fictitious,
but it sounds very impressive. Peopic will always believe
someone who's got a title.”

That's why scammers will claim to be from your
bank or cable company or represent the post office, or will
send emails supposedly from your boss or your boss” boss,
Whether they're preying on yow greed or your desire 1o help
out. they borrow trust by claiming either to be a person in a
position of authority or somcone personally connected to vou.

So how you do you know it's not really your bank or
Amazon that’s calling? I someone claims they’re with your
bank. simply say you need 1o call them back. And don't call
back the number they give you (as Howard did). Look up the
right number.

t may be unfortunate. but you have to be suspicious.
it something sounds too good to be true. it almost certainly
is. Ask yourself why some unknown “stockbroker™ is calling
vou. of all people, to get vou in on a can’t-miss deal.

“It's amazing how many people think they can win the
lottery when they haven't cven bought a hieket,” Hobson said.

it’s oot important that you kecp up with all the
latest scams to recognize them right off. Scams are always
evolving. What is important is that your spidey senst starts to
tingle as seon as you're asked for one of two things: money
or information. If they're frying 10 get you to send money.
slow the transaction down. stay calm and take steps to make
sure you know {or sure whom it is vou’re dealing with,

Lots of your personal information is aiready out there,
sold and resold by entitics vou ve willingly given it to. such
as cvedit card companies (of taken out of their control by data
breaches). Your bank already knows vour birthday and Social
Security number: no one legitimate is going Lo cail and ask.
Scamimers will often know just enough about you to seund
authoritative, but if you give them anything mare, that helps
them complete a puzzle that will allow them to set up credit
cards In your name or put you on the hook in some other way

Gne way to prevent that is by freczing your credit
teports. There arc three main credit burcaus: Equifax,
Experian and TransUnion. Tt costs you nothing to freeze your
accounts. which will prevent scammers from being able to use
your information (o open credit cards or take out loans. You
can always open them back up temporatily if you need to,

It just lecks everything down.”™ Tressier said. = You
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may have an identity thefl try. but they wonr't be able to get
any of the jnformation they would need o open up a new
credit card or gel a mortgage or a car loan.”

Everyone should check their credit reports
peviodically lor fraud and mistakes, she continued. And if
you have been a victim of fraud. it's important to report it.
The money you sent through a payment app is likely gone
tor good. but reporting scams to the local police or your
state’s attorney general or the FTC provides inlormation
about the current scams being run, while giving shape to the
scope of the problem. This information also gets checked
routinely by law enforcement agencies so they can detect
patterns regarding the type of peopic or regians being heavily
targeted at any given itme.

Nowadays. #'s a good idea to update the wisdom of
Ronald Reagan: don’t trust. always verify,

“The ones that play on people’s desire to be helpful
are a clever way 1o get people to divulge their personal
mformation.” Brooks said. ~1t makes us less helpful as a
society, just because there are scams out there.”

HEALTHY §ODY AND ,ﬁIND

BrusH, DON’T RINSE

Dental experts increasingly agree that people
should not rinse after brushing their teeth.

As the Washinglon Post reports. they recommend
brushing “at least iwice a day with a fluoride-containing
toothpaste 1o help prevem cavities. And they say
skipping the rinse after brushing allows the Nuoride to
stay on the teeth. providing added protection.”

A study of 2,808 pecople in Britain, “found that
those who rinsed with a cup of water atter brushing had
an average of almost 20% for decayed, missing or filled
leeth, compared with about three for those whe did not
rinse at ali.”

e R ey

Answers Previous Page

[ An echo. 9. Snow.

2. A candle. 10. Time.

3 Pencil lead. I, Nothing,

4. A penny i2. A cloud.

5. No, i3 An cycglass store.
6. Bookkeeper. 14, A wman,  The
7. He was walking, times of day represent a
8. ENT. Each represents  lifetime. e crawls as a

the frst letter of a number in a  baby. walks as an adult.
sequence beginning with "one.™  and walks wilh a cane as
So what comes after six and  an clderly man.

seven? Eight. nine. and ten. 15, A shadow.Brush.
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$ A Focus ON FINANCES $

TECHNOLOGY HAS MADE AMERICANS
MORE AVAILABLE TO SCAMMERS

Howard. 1 retired professor who's
written several books. considers himself
pretty smarl. Nonetheless, he got duped. He received a
“very official-sounding call”™ one morning {rom somconc
purporting, to be from Amazon's fraud division, There was a
problem with Howard's account that needed 1o be cleared up
but to do so. he had to o out and buy an expensive gift card
1¢ make the transition work.

The caller had gotten Howard worked into a panicky
state. so he went along. He only wised up when the caller
said the first gift card didn’t clear up the problem and he
needed to buy another one. I don’t know whether it was
worth $400. but it was a good lesson to learn.” said Howard,
“[ haven't gone for one since then.”

The nunber of scams has grown for onc simple
reason: technology. It's now casy for scammers to send
oul thousands of emails or texts at next to no cost. or have
machines do the dialing to thousands of numbers. {That’s
why there’s that telltale pause when you answer the phone.
and 1t takes a beal before another person comes on the line.)

Meanwhile. we're all more accessible to criminals.
It wasn’t that long ago that they had to trv 10 find us at home,
or maybe at work. Now we carry mini-computers around
all the time, ready to reccive emails or texts from people
claiming 1o be Nigerian princes.

Technology has made not only individuals but their
monegy more readily available. Most of the relevant
regulations were crafied at a time when the big fear was bad
guys coercing people to collect and cough up the daily
maximum amounts they could withdraw Irom an ATM. Now;,
much more of their money can be transferred instantly and
irrevocably using gift cards. payment apps and crypto ATMs.

Evervong can and will be targeted for scams, but
certain groups are heavily preyed upon—seniors in particular,
They re parl of a generation thal grew up when answering the
phone feltimperative, They may feel loncly and welcome calls,
Some may have cognitive impairment: even if they don’t. the
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The other reason senlors present a major Larget is that
they have accumutated wealth. Not all. certainly. but older
people are more likely (o have buill up assets than someone
in their 20s. But scammers are happy to go after anyone with
money. Young people are offen victims because they re new
to managing money and their own accounts. said Colleen
Tressler. a senior project manager with the Federal Trade
Commission’s division ol consumer and business education.

“Young people are much more on social than any
generation before and they re maybe not as savvy about not
sharing information—and realizing that the person on the
ather end may not be legitimate and has nefarious plans for
the use ol that information.” she said.

LLach year, Americans lose more than 1 Dillion 10
romance scams. falling for onfine declarations of love and,
ultimately. requests for monev. “They re good 1alkers and they
often wark from a seript. so they're ready for anything you
might raise.” said Adam Rust, direcior of financial services at
the Consunter Federation of America. “They are very good at
iuring you in, and very clever peaple fall for them.”

Some scams arc quite detalied and elaborate.
involving personally tailored information and deepfake
videos. But scamming is mostly a volume business. There's
a reason you probably get a half-dozen calls every day. Nol
everyene has to fall for a scam for it to work. Tricking a
handful out of a thousand can be prefitable.

“The problem is. & lot of people don™t helieve it's
ever going to happen to them, so they don't watch out for the
red flags,” Nofziger satd.

DoN'T TRUSE, ALWAYS VERIFY

Inthe early 19th century, thie Eiflel Tower was for sale.
At least. according to Viclor Lustig, whe went around to the
scrap metal merchants of Paris. telling thens the authorities
were so worried about the tower’s struclural integrity that
they were going 1o tear it down, putting a whole 1ot of scrap
iron or the market. He even convinced a merchant named
Andre Poisson that his bid -the equivalent of 1 million
wday —would be the winner at auction, going so far as to
accepl o bribe to make the wansaction seem more plausible,

l.ustig concocted not only a story but a convineing
background. staying at one of the fanciest hotels in Paris and
cailing timself the “deputy direcior of the Ministry of Posts
and Telegraphs™ while also claiming to be a count.
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A BrREAK IN Your Day

More DEMETRI MARTIN JOKES
BY READERSHIP REQUEST

[*Demetri Martin is the son of Father
Dean and Presvytera Lillion Mortin
Father Dean Martin's final parish
assignment was in Toms River, New Jersey|

[ tike to stand near ATM machines and, when
somebody types in their pin number, I go, ‘Got it!’ And
then I run away.

I used to play sports. Then 1 realized you can
buy trophies. Now I am good at everything,

Automatic paper towel dispensets are 2 solution
to something that was never a problem in the first place,

Here is a tip for all you young people drinking
wine. With pasta, drink white wine, With steak, drink
red wine. And if you're vegan, you’re annoying.

A sports bar is a way to take a bar and fill it with
¢ven more annoying people than usual,

[ saw a sign that said, “Watch for children.” [ was
like, “That sounds like a fair trade—especially if they're
bad kids.”

If you have alipring, try hanging some tiny keys
from it. This will make you look even more interesting.

Mosquito bites Jesus, receives communion.

Pets are only animals that don’t taste good.

The best way to make somebody feel important
is to try to assassinate them.

The Lord works in mysterious ways. Indeed.
And a shorter way to say that is: God is a sneak.

The problem with most people, is that they are
most people.

[ think cats would have an even worse attitude if
they found out how stupid their names were.

I think one of the most ground-breaking
inventions of all time is the jackhammer.

[ remember when I used to be really into
nostalgia.

Game, set, match equals tennis. Set, match, run
equals arson,

1 go the gym and I try to run on the treadmill
and [ listen: to music but it doesn't motivate me enough.
So, I'm going to get a recording of a pack of wolves
gaining on me. People would be like, “Why is that guy
crying on that treadmill over there?” “I don’t know,
but he’s been yelling, “help” for like 20 minutes. He's
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getting a good workoul.

The easiest time to add insult to injury is when
you’re signing somebody’s cast,

1 think the best thing about being dumb is that it
makes raagic a lot better. Where the hell did that bunny
come from? I dunno, but I'm calling the cops because
he just cut that lady in half.

If you drink enough beer, everything turms in to
abed.

My friend asked me I ever swam with dolphins. |
was like, “Yeah, of course, What distance are we talking
about from the dolphins? Because the last time ] was in
the ocean, I'm pretty sure [ swam with most of them.”

Timing is everything. That’s a cliche. Now. If
I’d said that a long time ago, I'd have been original.

It turns out dentists don’t like it very much when
you show up for a cleaning in full vampire gear.

When I am holding a water balloon, so many
things look so unnecessarily dry.

I have a jar at home, and I put pennies in it
whenever I curse. The other day [ spilled the jar. ] owe
it about $23.

Socrates became a  trendsetter.  Other
philosophers, including Plato and Aristotle, quickly
followed suit, dropping their last names too. And, for
centuries after that there would be countless imitators
including Voltaire, Michelangelo, and, much later,
Cher.

I can tell how lonely I am by how easily I'm
fooled by a mannequin in a store.

1 set a personal record on Christmas. I got my
shopping done three wecks ahead of time. I had all the
presents back at my apartment, I was halfway through
wrapping them, and [ realized, “Damn, 1 used the
wrong wrapping paper.” The paper I used said, “Happy
Birthday.” I didn’t want to waste it, so I just wrote
“Jesus” orn it.
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FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Budget vs. Actuals: Church and Greek School

Income
4000 Stewardship
4010 Greek School Registration
4020 Sales - Candles
Other Income
Total Income
Total Cost of Goods Sold
Gross Profit
Expenses
Total CAPITAL COSTS (CHURCH}
Total GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION
Total OCCUPANCY COSTS
Total PAYROLL EXPENSES
Total YOUTH AND EDUCATIONAL
Total Expenses
Net Operating Income
Other Revenue
ERTC (Net, less Paychex fee)
Total Qther Revenue
Net Other Revenue

Net Revenue
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January - October 2025

PRELIMINARY

over (under

Actual Budget Bu( dget )
143,840.00 202,320.00 (58,380.00)
55,022.63 57,425.00 (1.502.37)
69,301.06 74 645.00 (5,543.94)
95,5636.62 62,660.00 32,876.62
364,700.31 397,250.00 {32,549.69)
77,130.94 $5,523.30 21,607.64
287,569.37 341,726.70 {54,157.33)
13,806.00 34,115.00 {20,309.00)
203,431.14  212,534.00 (5,589.22)
89,260.22 70,210.00 19,050.22
315,800.19 277,038.42 38,761.77
2,010.64 6,750.00 0.00
624,308.19  600,647.42 23,660.77
(336,738.82)  (258,920.72) (77,818.10)
281,946.25 0.00 281,946.25

$ 281,946.25 0.00 281,946.25
$ 2§1,046.25 0.00 281,946.25
(54,792.57)  (258,920.72) 204,128.15
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FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Budget vs. Actuals: Plateia
January - Qctober 2025
PRELIMINARY

aver {under}
Actual Budget Budget
Income
4140 Plateia Income {Onsite) 19322998 324.785.00 [131,555.04)
Tetal Income 193,228,968  324,785.00 [121,555.04)
Cost of Gaods Sold
COST OF GOODS 50LD
Total Plateia CGS Expensas §4,160.27  105,465.00 {21,304.73)
Total COST OF GOODS SOLD 84 160.27 105,465.00 (21,304.73)
Teotal Cost of Goods Solid B4,160.27  105.465.00 (21,304.73)
Gross Profit 109,09.68 219,320.00 (110,250.31)
Expensas
PLATE!A EXPENSES
Total Occupancy Exponses {Flateia) 113.637.27 14257500 {28,337.73)
Total Fayroll Expenses (Platera) 2181322 4631000 124,495 .73}
Total Admin Expenses (Plateia) 15,128.91 20.690.00 (5.561.08)
Total Bus DeviMarketing Expanses {Piateia) 479737 1544000 {13,642,53)
Total PLATEIA EXPENSES 155,376.77  228,415.00 (73,038.23}
Total Expenses 155,376.77 228415.00 (73,038.23)
MNet Operating [ncome 146,307.08) {3,095.00) {37,212.08}
Qther Revenue
Insurance Payout §,497.82 0,00 B.497 82
Total Other Revenue B,497.82 0.0 B457.62
Mat Other Ravanus 8,437.82 0.0 8,497.82
Net Revenue (37.809.26} {09500} {28, T14.26}

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Budget vs. Actuals: Learning Center
' January - Dctober 2025

PRELIMINARY
Actual Sudget ov;:‘(::;er)
inceme
4011 Learning Centar Incoma 1.185,483.05 1,084 726,00 B0, 768,05
Total 4011 Learning Conter Income 1,165,463.95 3,084 F25.00 &0,768.95
Total Income 1,165,463.95 4,084 725,00 B0, 768.95
Gross Profit 1,165,463.95  1,0B4,725.00 B0, TE8.95
Exponses
LEARNING CENTER
Tolal Payroll Expense (L.C.J 80810717 784,250 80 1438563/
Tedal Food and Classreom Supplies {L.C.} 41 344,56 40,300 .00 1,044 56
Total Admin ang Office Expenses (L.C.) 5168829 54, 545,00 [2.B05.71]
Total O E 1Cap imp e 107.726.58 81,/25.00 26,001.58
Total LEARNING CENTER 1,108,867.60 940,520.60 168,046,840
VACANT BUILDING EXPENSES - 4815 Eastern Ave 1,780.65 12,510.00 14,719.35)
Total Expenses 1,116,658.25 953,330.80 163,327 45
et Operating Income 48,835.T0 134,394.20 {82,555.50]
Gther Revanue
State and Local Grants 0.00 0.00 0.0
Total Qther Revenue $ Q.00 008 % 0.80
Ket Qthar Revenue $ 0.060 ¢ 0o $ 0Bl
Nat Ravanue § 4083570 § 13430420 {82,558.50)
4815 Eastarn AVE Marigage Principal Payments 3 565120
OVERALL BEEC SURPLUS (LOSS) (Operating and Mortgage) $43,184.50
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STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 - 11/1/24 - 10/31/25

STEWARDSHIP YEAR 2025 [11-01-2024 --- 10-31-2025]
Contribution | Transaction Pledged Received | Outstanding Report Date: 12/02/2025
Type Location
Pledged Office $61,895.00 | $44,420.00 | -517,475.00 Number Of Family 367
Contributions
Not Pledged | Office/Vanco - $147,926.72 - Number of Individual 460
Contributions
TOTAL - - $192,346.72 - -
Agapios, Maria Cook, Harry Gialamas, Joanna

Alafassos, Spiro & Penny
Alexandrou, Constantina
Alexandrou, John & Despina
Alexandrou, Niki

Alourdas, Nick

Alsup, Andrew & Vasilia

Amann, Mary & Franz
Anastasiades, Demos & Nancy
Angelopoulos, Chris

Angelos, John & Irene

Angelos, Mark & Kalliope
Apesos, Antigoni

Aravidis, Nickolas & Smaragda
Argetakis, Andronikos & Paraskevi
Argetakis, Angeliki

Argetakis, Niko & Vasilia
Argirakis, Pantelis & Despina
Argiropoulos, William & Fotini
Argyrakis, Despina

Asmar-, Oliver & Nikoletos, Anna
Athanasiou, Antonios & Penny
Athos, Janet

Atsalis, Gus & Kalliope

Atsidis, Ioannis & Efthimia
Avgerinos, George & Phaedra
Avgerinos, Vasilios & Sophia
Bakalis, John

Bakiasi, Edward

Balatsoukas, Konstantina
Balomas, Patricia

Basil, George & Angie

Benetos, Ioannis & Cynthia
Bisbikis, Pete & Eleni

Black, Mark & Sakellis Black, Irene
Bonolis, Catherine

Bouloubasis, Nicholas

Bournias, Lambrini
Bournousouzis, Panagiota
Britzolakis, Georgios & Eugenia
Canning, Nicole

Cardiges, Nicholas

Chagetas, Angela
Charalambopoulos, Charalambos & Aspasia
Charalambopoulos, George & Sofia Koutsoumbis
Chionis, Antonios

Chrissomallis, Metaxia
Chrissomallis, Sophie

Christ, Philip & Marina
Christakou, Stavroula

Conway, Rose
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Cornias, Arezina

Cornias, Clara

Cornias, Despina

Cornias, Fotini

Cornias, John

Cornias, Kiriaki

Cornias, Larry

Cornias, Nicholas

Cossis, Milton & Amalia
Dardamanis, Eva

Dendrinos, Evangelia
Diakantonis, Nickolaos & Agathi
Diniotis, Anastasia

Dotis, Markellos & Georgia
Douskas, Konstantinos
Douskas, Nicolas & Dimitra
Douskas, Vasiliki

Eleftheriou, John

Eliopoulos, Anna

Eliou, Ernest & Lilian

Fakas, James & Valasia

Fakas, Vasilios

Fantis, Penelope

Filipidis, Effie

Filipidis, James

Filipidis, Maria

Filippakis, Filippos

Finney, Thomas & Virginia
Forakis, George

Forakis, Michael & Alexandra
Forakis, Nicholas & Athena
Forakis, Stamati & Despina
Fotinos, Aikaterini

Fotinos, James

Fotinos, Michael

Foukas, Andromahi

Fragakis, Aikaterini

Frangakis, Sofoula

Frangos, John & Katerina
Galiatsatos, Chrysoula
Gargiulo, Angela

Gatanas, Angelos

Gavrilis, John & Patricia
Georgakakou, Vasiliki & Chandar, Bharath
Georgalas, Michael & Hrisovalantou
Georgalas, Olga

Georgas, George

Georgiadis, Diogenis & Nektaria
Gerapetrites, Panagiota
Giakoumakis, Nick & Marianna Gavrilis

Giannakoulias, George & Amy
Giannas, Stylianos & Maria
Giorgakis, John & Maria
Giorgakis, Vasilios

Gluszcz, Christine

Glykiadis, Despina

Glykiadis, Konstantinos

Glytsis, Filippos & Papakanaki, Georgia
Gray, Jamison

Gyftopoulos, Sofia

Halikias, Anastasia

Halikias, Anna

Halkias, Fotini

Harris, Athena

Hatziefthimiou, Anastasia
Hatzigeorgalis, Antonios
Hatzigeorgalis, Nicholaos
Hazarides, Melli

Hiotis, Michael & Hiotis, Despina
Houvardas, Minas

Ieromonahos, Dimitrios & Maria
Ieromonahos, Pantelis & Stamatia
Jurado, Jonathan

Kafouros, Demetrios

Kaikis, Clemis & Maria

Kaitis, Angela

Kalambihis, Maria

Kaliakoudas, Sofia

Kaminaris, Demetrios & Michelle
Kammas, Georgios & Eleftheria Tzanakaki
Kamos, Mary

Kapetanakos, Elias & Stephanie
Kapetanakos, Soulla

Kaputsos, Irene

Karabelas, Ioanna

Karabelas, Pete & Helen

Karaflos, Nektarios

Karagiannis, Carla

Karagiannis, Maria

Karagiorgos, Nicholaos

Karais, Konstantinos
Karamihalis, George
Karamihalis, Theologos
Karanikolis, Nikos & Vasiliki
Karavedas, Viola

Kardiasmenos, Metaxia
Karoutsos, George & Alexandra
Karoutsos, Nikitas

Kastanakis, Michael & Nikki
Kastellorizios, Konstantinos & Maria
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STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 - 11/1/24 - 10/31/25

STEWARDSHIP YEAR 2025 [11-01-2024 --- 10-31-2025]
Contribution | Transaction Pledged Received | Outstanding Report Date: 12/02/2025
Type Location
Pledged Office $61,895.00 | $44,420.00 | -$17,475.00 Number Of Family 367
Contributions
Not Pledged | Office/Vanco - $147,926.72 - Number of Individual 460
Contributions
TOTAL - - $192,346.72 - -

Katsaros, Emanuel

Katsas, Stavros & Evangelia
Kattavenos, Michael & Stamatia
Kazamias, Voula

Kazos, Vagelis & Maria

Kefalas, Mike & Nora

Kevas, George & Agella

Kevas, Yanni

Klosterides, Michael
Klosteridis, Michael & Klosteridis, Eleni
Klosteridis, Spiros & Paraskevi
Koliadis, Zinovia

Koliofotis, Evangelos & Athina
Kolotos, Dora

Komninos, Emmanuel
Komninos, Joanna
Konstantinou, John & Charlotte
Kontoudis, Konstantinos & Kyriaki
Kornias, George & Maria
Korologos, Louis & Anastasia
Kosmas, Demetrios & Denise
Kosmas, Sam & Leraki, Marianna
Kostos, John

Koukides, Georgios

Koukides, Harry & Stella
Koukides, John

Koumoudis, Kyriakos
Koumoudis, Sotiris & Vasiliki
Kouroupis, Steve

Kourtesis, Michael & Adrienne
Koutsantonis, Demetrios
Koutsantonis, George
Koutsouris, Stylianos & Maria
Kouvaris, Paula

Kovios, Panagiotis & Christine
Kron, Christopher & Alexa
Laiakis, Dimitrios & Anastasia
Lallas, Eva

Lambrow, Stephanie

Larentzos, James & Despina
Ledakis, Panagiotis

Lentis, Minas & Kostalas, Eleni
Loizou, Chris & Doxia

Lykos, Konstantinos

Makris, John

Maltas, John

Marianos, Vasilios & Lamprini
Mastromanolis, Manuel
Mastrovasilis, Michael & Lisa Kastellorizios
Matsangos, Argyro
Mavromoustakos, Tsampika
Mavronis, Michael & Kleopatra
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Mavronis, Nicholas
Mavroulis, Photis & Eva
Mekins, Angeliki

Micklos, Angelos & Panagiota
Micklos, Christine

Miller, Emanuel & Shirley
Millett, Ear]l & Alex, Elizabeth
Millon, Edwards & Florence
Milonas, Kimon

Mimaros, Paraskevi
Minadakis, Antonios & Agapi
Minas, Rose

Moniodis, Michael & Effie
Moniodis, Michael & Flora
Myaris, John & Sofia

Nakos, Angelo & Mary Kamos
Nickoles, Josh

Nicolarakis, George

Niotis, Vasilios

Nistazos, George & Despina
Nistazos, Nickolas & Alena
Nychis, George & Angeliki
Nychis, Vasilios & Evangelia
O’Drudy, Leo & Tricia

Ohno, Maria

Oikonomou, Fr. Georgios
Orfanos, Anthony & Regina
Orfanos, Michael

Palas, John & Katina
Pandelidis, Demetrios & Elisavet
Pantelides, Joanne
Papadimitriou, Maria
Papadopoulos, Anastasios & Marianthi
Papadopoulos, Efstathios & Kalliopi
Papalexopoulos, Christianna
Papathakis, Matthew
Papavasiliou, Dimitris
Papavasiliou, Lucas & Renee
Papavasiliou, Virginia
Papavasilis, Arhontoula
Paragios, Ioannis & Popi
Paralis, Kon/Nos & Anna
Paros, Mary

Parthemos, Antonia & Mitchem, Jos
Parthemos, Kaliope
Parthemos, Konstantinos & Angelika
Pateris, Nicanor

Patras, Leonard

Peach, Antonia

Pearce, Anthony & Maria
Pelekakis, Maria

Perdikakis, George

Petrinolis, Georgios & Irene
Petropoulos, Dimitrios
Philippou, Kalliopi
Philippou, Philip

Philippou, Vasilios

Pikounis, Adrew

Pikounis, Eleni

Pikounis, George & Vasiliki
Pikounis, John & Despina
Polikandriotis, Kostas & Hariklia
Polikandriotis, Maria
Polychronis, Aristides & Virginia
Poulimenakos, Eleni
Prassinas, Demetrios & Carol
Protopapas, George & Sofia
Protopapas, Marina
Protopapas, Nicholas
Pulianas, Despina

Qirjako, Spiro & Bona
Quintero, Dennis & Rita
Redmiles, Sophia

Reese, Kalyopi & John
Reppas, Paraskevi

Reppas, Soterios & Elia
Rigopoulos, Mary Ann
Roberts, Brian & Maria
Rologas, Christina

Roros, Dimitrios & Poli
Roros, John & Angeliki
Roros, Kyriaki

Roros, Stavros

Roufas, Anthie

Roussos, Anthony & Laura
Roxanis, Dean & Soula
Roxanis, John

Roxanis, Steven

Sakpazis, Ioannis & Maria
Saliaris, Panagiotis

Samaras, Peter

Sarioglou, Anastasia
Sarioglou, Nikolaos

Sarlanis, Kiriako

Sazaklis, Antonios

Sevdalis, Spiros

Sevdalis, Theohariti
Sfakianoudis, John & Angeliki
Sfakianoudis, Kon/Nos & Angela
Sfakianoudis, Vasilis & Lemonia
Sfiriou, Antonia

Sgouros, Shirley

Sigambris, Irene

Siskos, Stefanos & Dina
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STEWARDSHIP FUND

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 - 11/1/24 - 10/31/25

Skandalis, George

Skevofilax, Emmanuel
Sotirchos, Elias & Yiouli Ktena
Souranis, Maritsa

Souranis, Michael & Thoula
Souranis, Paraskevi

Spencer, Eric & Donna

Stakias, Dimitrios & Joanne
Stakias, Michael & Lemonia
Stakias, Stelios & Tina
Stamatopoulos, Nicolas
Stamidis, Anastasios & Angela
Stamidis, Stergios & Fotini
Stamoulis, George & Maria
Stamoulis, Kyriakos & Jessica
Stavlas, Jerry & Kalliope
Stavrakis, Demetrios & Antonia
Stewart, John & Rita
Syropoulos, Amalia
Syropoulos, Nicholas & Angeliki
Tasker, Dale & Kalomira
Tetteris, Rhodea

Themelis, Constantine & Thalia
Themelis, John & Renee
Theoharis, Emmanuel & Maria

STEWARDSHIP FUND

Triantafilos, Mary

Trintis, Thorina

Tsakalas, Steven & Dina

Tsakalos, Jeanette

Tsamouras, Constantine & Moshoula
Tsampos, Michael & Christina

Tsapakidis, Nikolaos

"Tsapakidis, Theoharis & Tsapakidis Papadimas, Evan
Tserkis, George

Tsironis, Evdokia

Tzavaris, Stelianos & Theodosia
Tzimas, Anna

United Chian Society Of Baltimore
Vasilakopoulos, Anastasia
Vasilakopoulos, Irene

Vasiliades, Antonios & Sofia
Vasiliades, Minus & Kelly
Vasiliadis, Antonios & Sofia
Vasilios, Frank & Irene

Vatakis, Tessie

Venetis, Dimitrios & Kiki
Verenakis, Maria

Vergos, John

Vizaniaris, Evangeline

Vlachos, Nikolaos & Sevi Froumis

Vonakis, George & Irene
Vonakis, Joseph
Vourgarakis, Harry

Voxakis, Samantha

Xouri, Sofia

Yeakim, Dionysios & Angela
Yianakis, Steve & Katina
Zervos, Christine

Thank you to
all of our
2025 Stewards!

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 - 11/1/25 - 10/31/26

Amann, Mary & Franz

Aravidis, Nickolas & Smaragda
Avgerinos, George & Phaedra
Cornias, Clara

Cossis, Milton & Amalia

Cozmo, Theodore & Kiriaki
Douskas, Konstantinos
Georgakakou, Vasiliki & Chandar, Bharath
Georgalas, Michael & Hrisovalantou
Ieromonahos, Pantelis & Stamatia
Karoutsos, Apostolis & Anna
Koumoudis, Kyriakos

Kourtesis, Michael & Adrienne
Kron, Christopher & Alexa

STEWARDSHIP YEAR 2026 [11-01-2025 --- 10-31-2026]
Contribution | Transaction Pledged Received | Outstanding Report Date: 11/04/2025
Type Location
Pledged Office $0.00 $0.00 -$0.00 Number Of Family 28
Contributions
Not Pledged | Office/Vanco - $2060.00 Number of Individual 28
Contributions
TOTAL - - $2060.00 - -

Ledakis, Panagiotis

Lentis, Minas & Kostalas, Eleni
O’Drudy, Leo & Tricia
Papadopoulos, Anastasios & Marianthi
Papavasilis, Arhontoula

Paragios, Ioannis & Popi

Patrikios, Aikaterine & Jissri, Mike
Peach, Antonia

Polychronis, Aristides & Virginia
Sfikas, Paraskevas

Stamidis, Anastasios & Angela
Stamidis, Stergios & Fotini
Vasilakopoulos, Irene

Vasiliadis, Antonios & Sofia

Please remember to submit your 2026 Stewardship Cards!
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ST. NICHOLAS MAILING LIST

To subscribe to the St. Nicholas mailing list,
please follow these steps:

1) Open your Email client and create a new message.

2) Enter stnicholasbaltimore@listserv.goarch.org as the To address. If this
address does not work, you may need to use
STserv@stnicholashaltimore@listserv.goarch.org. Older list serve accounts
were configured with the STserv address.

3) Enter “subscribe” stnicholasbaltimore in the body of your message where
stnicholasbaltimore is the name of the list you are subscribing to.

4) Leave the subject of the message blank. If your mail program requires text
in the subject field, enter random characters.

5) Send the email; you will receive a confirmation if you successfully
subscribed.
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR - DECEMBER

Thursday, December 4  St. Barbara the Great Martyr:
Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 9:30

Friday, December 5 St. Nicholas Great Vesper Service: 6:30 pm
Reception will follow after the Vesper Service.

Saturday, December 6  St. Nicholas Name Day Celebration:

Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
Reception will follow after the service.

Sunday, December 7 Tenth Sunday of St. Luke:
Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 9:45 am

Friday, December 12 St. Spyridon the Wonderworker:
Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

Sunday, December 14  Eleventh Sunday of St. Luke:
Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 9:45 am

Sunday, December 21 ~ Sunday before the Nativity of our Lord:
Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 9:45 am

Wednesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Service: 7:30 pm

Thursday, December 25  The Holy Nativity (The Birth of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ): Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

Saturday, December 27 St. Stephen the First Martyr:
Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

Sunday, December 28 Sunday after the Nativity of our Lord:
Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 9:45 am

Note: From December 12" until December 25" Strict Fast is prescribed.
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