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I would like to talk to you about Christmas. It
seems that we all have a tendency to build up to
Christmas as a climax anticipating the feast with all
sorts of observances and celebrations and then, as
soon as the day is past, we forget all about it. The
Christmas season is around the corner, it’s the most
wonderful time of the year. Christians all over the
world prepare to celebrate the birth of our Saviour,
Jesus Christ, the son of God, as the Christmas Sea-
son approaches. But how are we going to celebrate
this wonderful occasion this year, that is the ques-
tion. I would like to avoid that pitfall if I might and
extend our focus on the right way of celebrating this
great feast. During this time of the year, we tend to
concentrate on the non essential factors of the cel-
ebration instead of truly preparing ourselves spiri-
tually for the Lord.

Most of us fall into several
traps as we approach the celebra-
tion, and the Lord knows that Sa-
tan lays many snares for us. Satan
will use anything in his book to
convince us that we should give
priority to less important things
and put the most important things
of spiritual value somewhere
down the list in our evaluation of
what is important and what is not.
Today commercialism has played
a great role in the interference or
the spiritual happiness that we ex-
perience during this Sacred Holi-
day.

For example, when we put
secular consideration before wor-
ship we fall into a Christmas trap.
When the giving of gifts over the giving of our-
selves becomes more important, once more we
have fallen into a trap. When we place secular ob-
servances over the receiving of the Body and Blood
of Christ, over confession and spiritual prepara-
tion, we again are falling into the hands of Satan.
Using Christmas Eve as an excuse to have a party
for the family rather than an opportunity for the
family to worship together at the Divine Liturgy
then we again have fallen into a Christmas trap.

Today we have so many parties, so many get-
togethers, we spend hours, days, and months pre-
paring for this ordeal, and none of these prepara-
tions include the true celebration of Christ birth.
We have gone away from the idea of caring for
Christ, to the idea of caring for our own pleasures.
When we enter into the season of the Nativity of
Christ still bearing grudges and retaining hard feel-
ings against others rather than forgiving them in the
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spirit of the forgiving God who was incarnate for us
we again fall into the hands of the evil one.

The many snares that Satan lays for us now are
even greater than those that he normally lays for us
throughout the year and it is necessary that we be
aware of those snares. He encourages us to make
Christmas merely a secular rather than a spiritual
feast in order to lure us away from Christ. He
causes us to become so busy that we have no time
to consider enhancing our spirituality, he stops us
from coming to church on Christmas Eve or Christ-
mas day.

I was told by many of our parishioners that they
have never come to church to worship God on
those most important days. Isn’t it sad that
throughout a person’s life time, they have never
stepped foot in the church, not only during major

holidays, but even on regular Sun-
day Liturgies. I must say that to-
day, Christmas is celebrated not
because of the Birth of Christ, but
more so for financial reasons.
They are using Christmas as a fi-
nancial market to gain billions of
dollars, and in the meantime they
are sucking our blood for their
gain.
I tell you, why was Jesus born in

the first place? Surely Christ was
not born merely to give us an ex-
cuse to have another holiday cel-
ebration. Surely He was not born
in the humble way in which He
came into this world in order that
you and I might feast royally and
forget why He was born in the

first place. If our first priority is Christ and our
commitment to Him then all these things will be
added to you, but if our priorities are disorganized
and we put shopping, football, gift giving and par-
ties before our commitment to Him, then Christ-
mas has no meaning whatsoever. To you who be-
lieves this, then it is just another pagan feast day
among the others.

In closing, I hope and pray during this Holiday
Season that we make the right choices and make the
right decisions to follow our Christian Orthodox
Traditions. That we attend with our families the
Christmas Eve service, or the Christmas day ser-
vice. This is the only way true Christians celebrate
the “Birth of Christ” and the only way to experi-
ence that Christ is truly in our midst and that He is
the center of our lives.

God Bless everyone and may you have a won-
derful and “Blessed Christmas.”



PAGE 2 KOINONIA December/¢ÂÎ¤Ì‚ÚÈÔ˜, 2011

™˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ· ÛÙËÓ ÛÂÏ›‰· 8

ª‹Ó˘Ì· ·fi ÙÔÓ ¶·Ù¤Ú· ªÈ¯·‹Ï ¶·ÛÙÚÈÎfi
£· ‹ıÂÏ· Ó· Û·˜ ÌÈÏ‹Ûˆ ÁÈ· Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·. º·›ÓÂÙ·È

fiÙÈ fiÏÔÈ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÌÈ· Ù¿ÛË Ó· ‰ËÌÈÔ˘ÚÁÔ‡ÌÂ ‚·ıÌË‰fiÓ Ì¤¯ÚÈ
Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· Û·Ó Úfi‚ÏÂ„Ë ÙÔ ·ÔÎÔÚ‡ÊˆÌ· ÙË˜
ÁÈÔÚÙ‹˜ ÌÂ fiÏ· Ù· Â›‰Ë ÙˆÓ ÙÂÏÂÙÒÓ Î·È ÙˆÓ ÂÔÚÙ·ÛÌÒÓ, Î·È
ÛÙË Û˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ·, ÌfiÏÈ˜ Ë ËÌ¤Ú· ÂÚ¿ÛÂÈ, ÍÂ¯Ó¿ÌÂ Ù· ¿ÓÙ·. ∏
ÂÔ¯‹ ÙˆÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ ÏËÛÈ¿˙ÂÈ, Â›Ó·È Ë ÈÔ ˘¤ÚÔ¯Ë
ÂÔ¯‹ ÙÔ˘ ¯ÚfiÓÔ˘. ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÔ› ÛÂ fiÏÔ ÙÔÓ ÎfiÛÌÔ
ÂÙÔÈÌ¿˙ÔÓÙ·È Ó· ÁÈÔÚÙ¿ÛÔ˘Ó ÙË Á¤ÓÓËÛË ÙÔ˘ ™ˆÙ‹Ú· Ì·˜,
πËÛÔ‡ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡, ÙÔ˘ ˘ÈÔ‡ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡, Î·ıÒ˜ ÏËÛÈ¿˙ÂÈ Ë
ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô˜ ÙˆÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ. ∞ÏÏ¿ Ò˜ ı· ÁÈÔÚÙ¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ
·˘Ù‹ ÙË ı·˘Ì¿ÛÈ· ÂÔÚÙ‹ Ê¤ÙÔ˜, ·˘Ùfi Â›Ó·È ÙÔ ÂÚÒÙËÌ·. £·
‹ıÂÏ· Ó· ·ÔÊÂ˘¯ıÂ› Ë ·Á›‰·, ·Ó ı· ÌÔÚÔ‡Û·, Î·È Ó·
ÂÂÎÙÂ›Óˆ ÙËÓ ÂÛÙ›·Û‹ Ì·˜ ÛÙÔ ÛˆÛÙfi ‰ÚfiÌÔ ÙÔ˘ ÂÔÚÙ·ÛÌÔ‡
·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜ ÌÂÁ¿ÏË˜ ÁÈÔÚÙ‹˜. ∫·Ù¿ ÙË ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜
ÂÚÈfi‰Ô˘ ÙÔ˘ ¤ÙÔ˘˜, ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ Ù¿ÛË Ó· ÂÈÎÂÓÙÚÒÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔ
ÂÓ‰È·Ê¤ÚÔÓ Ì·˜ ÛÙ· ÌË Ô˘ÛÈÒ‰Ë ÛÙÔÈ¯Â›· ÙË˜ ÁÈÔÚÙ‹˜, ·ÓÙ›
Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ Ó· ÚÔÂÙÔÈÌ·˙fiÌ·ÛÙÂ ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ¿ ÁÈ· ÙÔÓ
∫‡ÚÈÔ.

√È ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÔÈ ·fi ÂÌ¿˜ ¤ÊÙÔ˘Ó ÛÂ ‰È¿ÊÔÚÂ˜ ·Á›‰Â˜,
fiÛÔ ÏËÛÈ¿˙ÂÈ Ë ÁÈÔÚÙ‹, Î·È Ô ∫‡ÚÈÔ˜ Í¤ÚÂÈ fiÙÈ Ô ™·Ù·Ó¿˜ Ì·˜
‚¿˙ÂÈ ÔÏÏ¤˜ ·Á›‰Â˜. √ ™·Ù·Ó¿˜ ı· ¯ÚËÛÈÌÔÔÈ‹ÛÂÈ fi,ÙÈ
Ì¤ÛÔÓ ÌÔÚÂ› ÁÈ· Ó· Ì·˜ Â›ÛÂÈ fiÙÈ Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ‰ÒÛÔ˘ÌÂ
ÚÔÙÂÚ·ÈfiÙËÙ· ÛÂ ÏÈÁfiÙÂÚÔ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎ¿ Ú¿ÁÌ·Ù· Î·È Ó·
ÙÔÔıÂÙ‹ÛÂÈ Ù· ÈÔ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎ¿ Ú¿ÁÌ·Ù· ÙË˜ ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹˜
·Í›·˜ Î¿Ô˘ ¯·ÌËÏ¿ ÛÙË Ï›ÛÙ· ·ÍÈÔÏfiÁËÛ‹˜ Ì·˜ ÁÈ· ÙÔ ÙÈ
Â›Ó·È ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfi Î·È ÙÈ fi¯È. ™‹ÌÂÚ· Ë ÂÌÔÚÈÎfiÙËÙ· ·›˙ÂÈ
ÛÔ˘‰·›Ô ÚfiÏÔ ÛÙËÓ ·ÚÂÌfi‰ÈÛË ÙË˜ ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹˜ Â˘Ù˘¯›·˜
Ô˘ ‚ÈÒÓÔ˘ÌÂ Î·Ù¿ ÙË ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜ πÂÚ‹˜ ∂ÔÚÙ‹˜

°È· ·Ú¿‰ÂÈÁÌ·, fiÙ·Ó ‚¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÙÔ ÎÔÛÌÈÎfi Ì·˜ ÂÓ‰È·Ê¤ÚÔÓ
ÚÈÓ ·fi ÙË Ï·ÙÚÂ›· ÙÔ˘ ∫˘Ú›Ô˘, ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ¤ÛÂÈ ÛÂ ·Á›‰· ÙˆÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ. ŸÙ·Ó Á›ÓÂÙ·È ÈÔ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfi Ó· ‰›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ
‰ÒÚ· ·Ú¿ Ó· ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔÓ Â·˘ÙfiÓ Ì·˜, ÁÈ· ÌÈ· ·ÎfiÌË
ÊÔÚ¿ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ¤ÛÂÈ ÛÂ ·Á›‰·. ŸÙ·Ó ‚¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÎÔÛÌÈÎ¤˜
ÂÎ‰ËÏÒÛÂÈ˜ ¿Óˆ ·fi ÙËÓ ·Ú·Ï·‚‹ ÙÔ˘ ™ÒÌ·ÙÔ˜ Î·È ÙÔ˘
∞›Ì·ÙÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡, ¿Óˆ ·fi ÙËÓ ÂÍÔÌÔÏfiÁËÛË Î·È
ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹ ÚÔÂÙÔÈÌ·Û›·, ¤ÊÙÔ˘ÌÂ Î·È ·ÏÈ ÛÙ· ¯¤ÚÈ· ÙÔ˘
™·Ù·Ó¿. ÃÚËÛÈÌÔÔÈÒÓÙ·˜ ÙËÓ ¶·Ú·ÌÔÓ‹ ÙˆÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ, ˆ˜ ‰ÈÎ·ÈÔÏÔÁ›· ÁÈ· Ó· Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ¿ÚÙ˘ ÁÈ·
ÙËÓ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ· Î·È fi¯È Û·Ó ÌÈ· Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ·
Ó· ·Ú·ÎÔÏÔ˘ı‹ÛÔ˘Ó Ì·˙› ÙË £Â›· §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›·, ÙfiÙÂ ¿ÏÈ
¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ¤ÛÂÈ ÛÂ ·Á›‰· ÙˆÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ.

™‹ÌÂÚ· Á›ÓÔÓÙ·È ÙfiÛ· ÔÏÏ¿ ¿ÚÙ˘, ÙfiÛÂ˜ ÔÏÏ¤˜
Û˘ÁÎÂÓÙÚÒÛÂÈ˜, ÂÚÓ¿ÌÂ ÒÚÂ˜, ËÌ¤ÚÂ˜ Î·È Ì‹ÓÂ˜ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ
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ÚÔÂÙÔÈÌ·Û›· ·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜ ‰ÔÎÈÌ·Û›·˜, Î·È Î·Ó¤Ó· ·fi ·˘Ù¿ Ù·
ÛÎÂ˘¿ÛÌ·Ù· ‰ÂÓ ÂÚÈÏ·Ì‚¿ÓÂÈ ÙËÓ ·ÏËıÈÓ‹ ÛËÌ·Û›· ÙË˜
ÁÈÔÚÙ‹˜, ÙË˜ Á¤ÓÓËÛË˜ ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡. Œ¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÍÂÊ‡ÁÂÈ ·fi ÙËÓ
È‰¤· ÙÔ˘ ÂÓ‰È·Ê¤ÚÔÓÙÔ˜ ÁÈ· ÙÔÓ ÃÚÈÛÙfi, ÂÓ‰È·ÊÂÚfiÌ·ÛÙÂ
ÌfiÓÔÓ ÁÈ· ÙË ‰ÈÎ‹ Ì·˜ Â˘¯·Ú›ÛÙËÛË. ŸÙ·Ó Ì·›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÛÙËÓ
ÂÔ¯‹ ÙË˜ °¤ÓÓËÛË˜ ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ Î·È ÂÍ·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÔ‡ÌÂ Ó·
¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÌÓËÛÈÎ·Î›Â˜ Î·È Ó· ‰È·ÙËÚÔ‡ÌÂ Ì›ÛË ÂÓ·ÓÙ›ÔÓ ¿ÏÏˆÓ
·ÓÙ› Ó· ÙÔ˘˜ Û˘Á¯ˆÚÔ‡ÌÂ fiˆ˜ Û˘Á¯ˆÚÂ› Ô £Âfi˜, Ô ÔÔ›Ô˜
ÂÓÛ·ÚÎÒıËÎÂ ÁÈ· ÂÌ¿˜, Î·È ¿ÏÈ ¤ÊÙÔ˘ÌÂ ÛÙ· ¯¤ÚÈ· ÙÔ˘
™·Ù·Ó¿.

√È ¿ÌÔÏÂ˜ ·Á›‰Â˜ Ô˘ Ì·˜ ‚¿˙ÂÈ Ô ™·Ù·Ó¿˜ ·˘Ù‹ ÙËÓ
ÂÔ¯‹, Â›Ó·È ·ÎfiÌË ÌÂÁ·Ï‡ÙÂÚÂ˜ ·fi ÂÎÂ›ÓÂ˜ Ô˘ Ì·˜ ‚¿˙ÂÈ
Î·ÓÔÓÈÎ¿ fiÏÔ ÙÔ ¯ÚfiÓÔ, ÁÈ ·˘Ùfi Â›Ó·È ··Ú·›ÙËÙÔ Ó· ÙÈ˜
Û˘ÓÂÈ‰ËÙÔÔÈ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ. ª·˜ ÂÓı·ÚÚ‡ÓÂÈ Ó· ÂÔÚÙ¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ù·
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· ·ÏÒ˜ Û·Ó ÌÈ· ÎÔÛÌÈÎ‹ ÂÔÚÙ‹ Î·È fi¯È Û·Ó ÌÈ·
ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹ ÁÈÔÚÙ‹, ÁÈ· Ó· Ì·˜ ·Ú·Û‡ÚÂÈ Ì·ÎÚÈ¿ ·fi ÙÔÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙfi. √ ™·Ù·Ó¿˜ Ì·˜ Î¿ÓÂÈ Ó· Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ ÙfiÛÔ
··Û¯ÔÏËÌ¤ÓÔÈ Ô˘ ‰ÂÓ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ¯ÚfiÓÔ ÁÈ· Ó· ÂÓ‰È·ÊÂÚıÔ‡ÌÂ
ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ÂÓ›Û¯˘ÛË ÙË˜ ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎfiÙËÙ¿˜ Ì·˜, Ì·˜ ÂÌÔ‰›˙ÂÈ Ó·
ÂÚ¯fiÌ·ÛÙÂ ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· ÙËÓ ¶·Ú·ÌÔÓ‹ ÙˆÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ
‹ ÙËÓ ËÌ¤Ú· ÙˆÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ.

¶ÔÏÏÔ› ·fi ÙÔ˘˜ ÂÓÔÚ›ÙÂ˜ Ì·˜ ÌÔ˘ Â›·Ó fiÙÈ ÔÙ¤ ‰ÂÓ
¤Ú¯ÔÓÙ·È ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· ÁÈ· Ó· ÚÔÛÎ˘Ó‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÙÔÓ £Âfi ·˘Ù¤˜
ÙÈ˜ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎ¤˜ ËÌ¤ÚÂ˜. ¢ÂÓ Â›Ó·È Ï˘ËÚfi ÙÔ ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜ fiÙÈ Î·ı
'fiÏË ÙË ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙË˜ ˙ˆ‹˜ ÙÔ˘ Î¿ÔÈÔ˜ ‰ÂÓ ¤¯ÂÈ ·Ù‹ÛÂÈ ÙÔ
fi‰È ÙÔ˘ ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·, fi¯È ÌfiÓÔ Î·Ù¿ ÙË ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÌÂÁ¿ÏˆÓ
ÂÔÚÙÒÓ, ·ÏÏ¿ ·ÎfiÌË Î·È ÛÙÈ˜ Ù·ÎÙÈÎ¤˜ £Â›Â˜ §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›Â˜ ÙË˜
∫˘ÚÈ·Î‹˜. ¶Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ˆ fiÙÈ Û‹ÌÂÚ·, Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·
ÁÈÔÚÙ¿˙ÔÓÙ·È fi¯È ÏfiÁˆ ÙË˜ Á¤ÓÓËÛË˜ ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡, ·ÏÏ¿ ÈÔ
ÔÏ‡ ÁÈ· ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎÔ‡˜ ÏfiÁÔ˘˜. ÃÚËÛÈÌÔÔÈÔ‡Ó Ù·
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· ˆ˜ ÌÈ· ¯ÚËÌ·ÙÔÈÛÙˆÙÈÎ‹ ·ÁÔÚ¿ ÁÈ· Ó·
ÎÂÚ‰›ÛÔ˘Ó ‰ÈÛÂÎ·ÙÔÌÌ‡ÚÈ· ‰ÔÏ¿ÚÈ·, Î·È ÂÓ Ùˆ ÌÂÙ·Í‡
·ÔÌ˘˙Ô‡Ó ÙÔ ·›Ì· Ì·˜ ÁÈ· ÙÔ ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎfi ÙÔ˘˜ fiÊÂÏÔ˜.

™·˜ Ï¤ˆ, ÚÒÙ· ·ãfiÏ· ÁÈ·Ù› ÁÂÓÓ‹ıËÎÂ Ô πËÛÔ‡˜;
™›ÁÔ˘Ú· Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ ‰ÂÓ ÁÂÓÓ‹ıËÎÂ ·ÏÒ˜ Ó· Ì·˜ ‰ÒÛÂÈ ÌÈ·
‰ÈÎ·ÈÔÏÔÁ›· ÁÈ· Ó· ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ·ÎfiÌË ÌÈ· ÂÔÚÙ‹. ™›ÁÔ˘Ú· ‰ÂÓ
ÁÂÓÓ‹ıËÎÂ ÌÂ ÙÔÓ Ù·ÂÈÓfi ÙÚfiÔ ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ÔÔ›Ô ‹ÚıÂ ÛÂ ·˘ÙfiÓ
ÙÔÓ ÎfiÛÌÔ, ¤ÙÛÈ ÒÛÙÂ ÂÛÂ›˜ Î·È ÂÁÒ Ó· ÁÈÔÚÙ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ ‚·ÛÈÏÈÎ¿
Î·È Ó· ÍÂ¯¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÁÈ·Ù› Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ °ÂÓÓ‹ıËÎÂ. ∞Ó Ë ÚÒÙË
ÚÔÙÂÚ·ÈfiÙËÙ¿ Ì·˜ Â›Ó·È Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ Î·È Ë ·ÊÔÛ›ˆÛ‹ Ì·˜
Û’∞˘ÙfiÓ, ÙfiÙÂ fiÏ· ·˘Ù¿ ı· ÚÔÛÙÂıÔ‡Ó ÛÂ Û·˜, ·ÏÏ¿ ·Ó Â›Ó·È
Î·È   ÔÈ   ÚÔÙÂÚ·ÈfiÙËÙ¤˜   Ì·˜  ‰ÂÓ  Â›Ó·È  ÔÚÁ·ÓˆÌ¤ÓÂ˜  Î·È
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∞˜ ∫Ú·Ù‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·
∞fi ÙËÓ ∂˘·ÁÁÂÏ›· §·Ï¿

∏ ·ÓÙ›ÛÙÚÔÊË Ì¤ÙÚËÛË ÁÈ· Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· ÍÂÎ›ÓËÛÂ Ì‹ÓÂ˜
ÚÈÓ, ı˘Ì›˙ÔÓÙ·˜ Ì·˜ ÙË ÌÂ›ˆÛË ÙÔ˘ ·ÚÈıÌÔ‡ ÙˆÓ ËÌÂÚÒÓ Ô˘
Ì·˜ ·ÔÌ¤ÓÔ˘Ó ÁÈ· „ÒÓÈ·. ¶ÔÏÏÔ› ıÂˆÚÔ‡Ó fiÙÈ Ë ÂÔÚÙ‹ ÙˆÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ ¤¯ÂÈ Î·Ù·ÓÙ‹ÛÂÈ ˘ÂÚÂÌfiÚÈÔ, fiÙ·Ó ÔÈ ¤ÌÔÚÔÈ
¤¯Ô˘Ó ÍÂÎÈÓ‹ÛÂÈ Ó· ‰È·ÎÔÛÌÔ‡Ó ¯ÚÈÛÙÔ˘ÁÂÓÓÈ¿ÙÈÎ· ÙÈ˜ ‚ÈÙÚ›ÓÂ˜
ÙÔ˘˜ ÌÂ Â›‰Ë ‰ÒÚˆÓ, ·fi ÙÈ˜ ·Ú¯¤˜ ÙÔ˘ ºıÈÓÔÒÚÔ˘.
∞Ó·ÚˆÙÈÔ‡ÓÙ·È ·Ó ÙÔ ·ÏËıÈÓfi ÓfiËÌ· ·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜ πÂÚ‹˜ ÂÔÚÙ‹˜
¤¯ÂÈ ¯·ıÂ›.

¢ÂÓ Û˘Ó¤‚Ë ÙÔ ›‰ÈÔ ÛÂ ¤Ó· ÛÈÙÈÎfi, fiÙ·Ó ¤Ó· ÌÈÎÚfi ·ÁÔÚ¿ÎÈ
˙‹ÙËÛÂ ·fi ÙË ÌËÙ¤Ú· ÙÔ˘ Ó· ÊÙÈ¿ÍÂÈ ÌÈ· ÙÔ‡ÚÙ· ÁÂÓÂıÏ›ˆÓ.
ŸÙ·Ó ÂÎÂ›ÓË ÙÔÓ ÚÒÙËÛÂ ÔÈÔ˜ ı· ÂfiÙÚ·˙Â Ù· ÁÂÓ¤ıÏÈ¿ ÙÔ˘, Ô
ÌÈÎÚfi˜ ÙË˜ ÊÒÓ·ÍÂ ‰˘Ó·Ù¿: «Ô πËÛÔ‡˜, Ê˘ÛÈÎ¿! ∂›Ó·È
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·!» ΔÔ Î¤˚Î ÙˆÓ °ÂÓÂıÏ›ˆÓ ÙÔ˘ πËÛÔ‡, ¤ÁÈÓÂ
·Ú¿‰ÔÛË ÛÙÔ Û›ÙÈ ÙÔ˘˜.

√ÌÔ›ˆ˜, ÔÏÏ¤˜ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›Â˜ ·ÚÔ˘ÛÈ¿˙Ô˘Ó ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘-
ÁÂÓÓÈ¿ÙÈÎ· ¶ÚÔÁÚ¿ÌÌ·Ù· ÌÂ ÎÂÓÙÚÈÎfi ı¤Ì· ÙË °ÂÓÓ‹ÛË ÙÔ˘
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ Î·È ÙËÓ ·Á¿Ë ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡ ÁÈ· Ù· ·È‰È¿ ΔÔ˘, fi¯È ÌfiÓÔ ÙË
¯·Ú¿ ÙÔ˘ ¯ÈÔÓ·ÓıÚÒÔ˘ Î.·. ™ÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· Ì·˜, Ë 15Ë
¡ÔÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ ÛËÌ·ÙÔ‰ÔÙÂ› ÙËÓ ¤Ó·ÚÍË ÙË˜ ÓËÛÙÂ›·˜ ÙˆÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ: ÌÈ· ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô˜ ÚÔÂÙÔÈÌ·Û›·˜ ÁÈ· ÙÔÓ Î·ı¤Ó·
Ì·˜ ÛÂ ·Ó·ÌÔÓ‹ ÙÔ˘ Δ¤ÏÂÈÔ˘ ¢ÒÚÔ˘ Ô˘ ÚfiÎÂÈÙ·È Ó· Ï¿‚Ô˘ÌÂ
·fi ÙÔÓ £Âfi. ¶¤Ú·Ó ·fi ÙË ‰È·ÈÙËÙÈÎ‹ ÓËÛÙÂ›· ı· Ú¤ÂÈ Â›ÛË˜
Ó· ‰›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ¤ÌÊ·ÛË ÛÙËÓ Û˘ÌÂÚÈÊÔÚ¿ Ì·˜: Ó· ·ÔÊÂ‡ÁÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔÓ
ı˘Ìfi, ÛÎÏËÚ¤˜ Ï¤ÍÂÈ˜ Î·È ‰Ú¿ÛÂÈ˜, Î·È ÙËÓ ·ÓÙÈÎ·Ù¿ÛÙ·Û‹ ÙÔ˘˜
ÌÂ ÙËÓ Â˘Á¤ÓÂÈ·, ÙË Û˘Á¯ÒÚÂÛË, Î·È ÙËÓ ÚÔÛÂ˘¯‹ ÁÈ· ÙÔÓ
Û˘Ó¿ÓıÚˆfi Ì·˜ ¶ÚÔÛÂ˘¯¤˜ Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÒÓÙ·˜ ÙÔÓ £Âfi Î·È
˙ËÙÒÓÙ·˜ ÙËÓ Û˘Á¯ÒÚÂÛË Î·È ÙËÓ Î·ıÔ‰‹ÁËÛ‹ ΔÔ˘, Ó· Ì·˜
‚ÔËı‹ÛÂÈ Ó· ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ‰›Î·ÈË Û˘ÌÂÚÈÊÔÚ¿. ∏ ÓËÛÙÂ›· ‚ÔËı¿ ÛÙË
Î¿ı·ÚÛË ÛÒÌ·ÙÔ˜ Î·È „˘¯‹˜.

∫·ıÒ˜ ÂÙÔÈÌ·˙fiÌ·ÛÙÂ Ó· ÁÈÔÚÙ¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔ ¯·ÚÌfiÛ˘ÓÔ
ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜ ÙË˜ °¤ÓÓËÛË˜ ÙÔ˘ ∫˘Ú›Ô˘ Ì·˜ Î·È ™ˆÙ‹Ú·, ›Ûˆ˜ ÙÔ ÙÔ
·Ú·Î¿Ùˆ ı¤Ì· Ì·˜ ı˘Ì›˙ÂÈ ÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÔ ÙÔ ¶ÓÂ‡Ì· ÙˆÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ. ∂›Ó·È ·ÓÒÓ˘ÌÔ Î·È Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ ÙËÓ
ÂÓÔÚ›ÙËÛ¿ Ì·˜, ∞Û·Û›· Johns Ô˘ ÙÔ ÌÔÈÚ¿ÛÙËÎÂ ÌÂ Ì·˜.

∞˜ ÎÚ·Ù‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·
ŸÏÔÈ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ ·›ÛıË‰Ë fiÙÈ ÏËÛÈ¿˙Ô˘Ó Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·,

Ë Î›ÓËÛË Â›Ó·È ÊÔ‚ÂÚ‹, ‰ÂÓ ÌÔÚÂ›ÙÂ Ó· ‚ÚÂ›ÙÂ ¯ÒÚÔ Ó·
ÛÙ·ıÌ¤˘ÛÂÙÂ ÙÔ ·˘ÙÔÎ›ÓËÙfi Û·˜.

Δ· Î·Ù·ÛÙ‹Ì·Ù· Â›Ó·È ÁÂÌ¿Ù· ÎfiÛÌÔ. ∂›Ó·È ÂÊÈ¿ÏÙË˜ Ù·
„ÒÓÈ· ÛÙ· ÂÌÔÈÚÈÎ¿ Î¤ÓÙÚ·. ™Î¤ÙÂÛ·È ÙÔ˘˜ Ê›ÏÔ˘˜ Î·È Ù·
·Á·ËÌ¤Ó· ÛÔ˘ ÚfiÛˆ· Ô˘ Â›Ó·È ‰‡ÛÎÔÏÔ Ó· ‚ÚÂÈ˜ Î¿ÙÈ Ó·

„ˆÓ›ÛÂÈ˜ ÁÈ’ ·˘ÙÔ‡˜.
ÿÛˆ˜ ‰ÂÓ ˘¿Ú¯ÂÈ Ù›ÔÙ· ÛÙ· Î·Ù·ÛÙ‹Ì·Ù· Ô˘ Ó·

¯ÚÂÈ¿˙ÔÓÙ·È. ∞ÏÏ¿ ÙÈ Á›ÓÂÙ·È ÌÂ Î¿ÔÈ· ¤Ó‰ÂÈÍË ·Á¿Ë˜—
¶Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ‹˜ ∞°∞¶∏™.... ºπ§π∞™..... ∫∞Δ∞¡√∏™∏™.....

§√°√À... Ã∂πƒ∞™ μ√∏£∂π∞™... ∂¡√™ Ã∞ª√°∂§√À... Î·È
ªπ∞™ ¶ƒ√™∂ÀÃ∏™;

¢ÂÓ ÌÔÚÂ›ÙÂ Ó· ·ÁÔÚ¿ÛÂÙÂ ·˘Ù¿ Ù· Ú¿ÁÌ·Ù· ÛÙ·
Î·Ù·ÛÙ‹Ì·Ù·, Â›Ó·È Ú¿ÁÌ·Ù· È‰È·›ÙÂÚË˜ ·Í›·˜ Î·È ÛËÌ·Û›·˜,
Â›Ó·È Ú¿ÁÌ·Ù· Ô˘ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ÈÔ ÔÏ‡ ·Ó¿ÁÎË ÔÈ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ. ŸÏÔÈ
Ù· ¯ÚÂÈ·˙fiÌ·ÛÙÂ.

∂˘ÏÔÁËÌ¤ÓÔÈ Ó· Â›Ó·È ·˘ÙÔ› Ô˘ ı· Ù· Ï¿‚Ô˘Ó ·˘Ù¿ Ù·
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· ‹ ÔÔÈ·‰‹ÔÙÂ ÛÙÈÁÌ‹. ∞˜ ÌËÓ ÂÈÙÚ¤„Ô˘ÌÂ ÙË
‚È·Û‡ÓË ÙË˜ ÔÏ˘ÎÔÛÌ›·˜.

ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· ·fi ÙÈ˜ Î·Ú‰È¤˜ Ì·˜... Â›Ó·È ÂÎÂ› fiÔ˘
·Ó‹ÎÔ˘Ó. ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· ¢∂¡ ∂π¡∞π ÛÙ· Î·Ù·ÛÙ‹Ì·Ù·, ·ÏÏ¿
™Δπ™ ∫∞ƒ¢π∂™ ª∞™.

∂Ó Ì¤Ûˆ ÙË˜ ÂÌÔÚÈÎ‹˜ ÂÚÈfi‰Ô˘ ÙˆÓ ÂÔÚÙÒÓ, ›Ûˆ˜
·Ó·ÁÓˆÚ›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ ·ÏËıÈÓ‹ ÛËÌ·Û›· ÙÔ˘ ÓÂ‡Ì·ÙÔ˜ ÙˆÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ, Î·È Í·Ó·ÁÂÓÓËıÂ› ÌÂÙ·Í‡ ÔÏÏÒÓ ¿ÏÏˆÓ.
∂Ï›‰· Ì·˜ Â›Ó·È Ë ∞Á¿Ë ÙˆÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ Ó· ·Ú·ÌÂ›ÓÂÈ
Ì¤Û· Ì·˜, ÛÙÈ˜ Î·Ú‰È¤˜ Ì·˜, ÙÒÚ·, fiÏÔ ÙÔ ¯ÚfiÓÔ, Î·È fi¯È ÌfiÓÔ.

Let’s Keep Christmas
By Eve Lallas

The countdown to Christmas began months ago, reminding us
of the diminishing number of shopping days. Many feel that Christ-
mas has become over commercialized as merchants began display-
ing holiday decorations and gift items in early autumn; they won-
der if the true meaning of this sacred holiday has been lost.

Not so in one household by the little boy who asked his mother
to bake a birthday cake. When she wanted to know who was cel-
ebrating his birthday, her son exclaimed, “Jesus, of course! It’s
Christmas!” The Happy Birthday, Jesus cake has become a tradi-
tion in their home.

Likewise, many churches are presenting Christmas programs
with the central theme of The Nativity and God’s love for His chil-
dren, not only the joy of snowmen, etc. In our Church, November
15th marks the beginning of the Christmas Fast: a period of prepa-
ration for each of us in anticipation of The Perfect Gift which we
are about to receive from God.

Beyond dietary abstinence fasting includes a focus on our be-
havior: avoiding anger, hurtful words and actions, and replacing
them with kindness, forgiveness, and prayer for our fellow man.
Prayers thanking God and asking for His forgiveness and guidance
help us concentrate on righteous behavior. Fasting helps cleanse
both body and soul.

As we prepare to celebrate the joyous birth of our Lord and

Savior, perhaps the following article best reminds us of the Spirit
of Christmas. It is anonymous and we thank our parishioner
Aspasia Johns for sharing it with us.

Let’s Keep Christmas

We all feel the presence of approaching Christmas. The traffic
is terrible, You can’t find a parking space.

The stores are crowded, Mall scenes make shopping a night-
mare. You think of friends and loved ones who are so hard to shop
for. Maybe there is nothing in a store they need. But what about
some token of love—

What about LOVE itself..... and FRIENDSHIP..... and UN-
DERSTANDING..... and CONSIDERATION... and a HELPING
HAND... and a SMILE... and a PRAYER?

You can’t buy these things in a store, and these are very spe-
cial things people need. We all need them.

Blessed will they be who receive them this Christmas or at any
time. Let’s not permit the rush to crowd Christmas out of our
hearts... for that is where it belongs. Christmas IS NOT in the
stores, but IN OUR HEARTS.

In the midst of the commercialized holiday season, perhaps
the recognition of the real meaning of the Christmas Spirit is re-
surfacing among many. Our hope is that Christmas Love remains
within us, in our hearts; now, throughout the year, and beyond.

SAVE THE DATE
JUNE 7th, 8th, 9th & 10th, 2012
Baltimore’s Best Greek Festival

 Celebrating 50 Years as
Baltimore’s No. 1 Greek Festival

Dance, Drink, & Eat at the Inaugural
Opening of the St. Nicholas Plateia

June, 2012
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
December 1-11: We are collecting health and hygiene items for
the family crisis center. Please bring in shampoos, conditioners,
body wash, soaps, toothpaste, toothbrushes, baby wipes, etc. The
family crisis center houses abused women and their children.
Saturday, December 3rd, 1-4 pm: Our annual Christmas Tea will
take place in the large social hall. You are all invited to enjoy a
delightful afternoon with us. Please bring your friends. Donation
is still $5.00.
Monday, December 5th: St. Nicholas vespers. Philoptochos will
be gratefully accepting baked goods for a light reception to be of-
fered after vespers. On that day please bring your baked goods to
the kitchen by 6:00 pm.
Tuesday, December 6th: St. Nicholas Name Day. The coffee hour
after the service will again be sponsored by the Philoptohos.

As one last comment I would like to express my sadness that
more people from the parish did not attend the Philoptochos Bull
Roast.

Remember Philoptochos is a group of women whose main ob-
jective is to help those in need. Our ONLY goal is PHILAN-

THROPY. Please help us to make this group successful by sup-
porting events such as these.

We wish you a Blessed Holiday Season and a year full of
health, happiness and prosperity.

Zoe Perdikakis, President

¡∂∞ Δ∏™ ºπ§O¶ΔøÃOÀ
1-11 ¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘: ™˘ÏÏÔÁ‹ ÂÈ‰ÒÓ ˘ÁÈÂÈÓ‹˜ ‰È¿ Ùfi Family Crisis
Center—Î¤ÓÙÚÔ ÔÈÎÔÁÂÓÂÈ·Î‹˜ ÎÚ›ÛÂˆ˜. (¡ÔÌ›˙ˆ fiÙÈ Ë
ÔÓÔÌ·Û›· ÙÔ˘ ÂÓÓÔÂ› fiÏÔ Ùfi ÛÎÔfi ÙÔ˘.) £¿ Û˘ÏÏ¤ÁˆÌÂ
Û·ÌÔ˘·Ó ÁÈ¿ Ù¿ Ì·ÏÏÈ¿, Û·Ô‡ÓÈ· ÁÈ· Ùfi ÛÒÌ·, Ô‰ÔÓÙfi·ÛÙÂ˜,
Ô‰ÔÓÙfi‚Ô˘ÚÙÛÂ˜, Û·Ô‡ÓÈ ‰È¿ Ùfi Ï‡ÛÈÌÔ ÙÒÓ ÚÔ‡¯ˆÓ,
Ì·Ï·ÎÙÈÎfi ‰È¿ Ù¿ Ì·ÏÏÈ¿ Î·› ÚÔ‡¯·. ∞‡Ù¿ Â›Ó·È ÔÏ‡ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎ¿
Ú¿ÁÌ·Ù· Ô‡ ¯ÚÂÈ¿˙ÔÓÙ·È Î·› ¯ÚËÛÈÌÔÔÈÔ‡ÓÙ·È ÛÙfi Family
Crisis Center, Ùfi fiÔ›Ô ÛÙÂÁ¿˙ÂÈ ÌËÙ¤ÚÂ˜ Ì¤ ·È‰È¿ ·ÎfiÌ· Î·›
‚Ú¤ÊË.·
™¿‚‚·ÙÔ, 3 ¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘, 1-4 ÌÌ: Δfi ÂÙ‹ÛÈÔ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘ÁÂÓÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ
ΔÛ¿˚ ı¿ Ï¿‚Ë ¯ÒÚ· ÛÙËÓ ÌÂÁ·ÏË ÎÔÈÓÔÙÈÎË ·ÈıÔ˘Û·.
™¿˜ ÚÔÛÎ·ÏÔ‡ÌÂ Ó¿ ¤ÚıÂÙÂ Î·È Ó¿ ·ÔÏ·‡ÛÂÙÂ ¤Ó· Â˘¯¿ÚÈÛÙÔ
·fiÁÂ˘Ì· ÂÛÂ›˜ Î·› Ô› Ê›ÏÂ˜ Û·˜. ∂›ÛÔ‰Ô˜ $5.
¢Â˘Ù¤Ú·, 5 ¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘: ∂ÛÂÚÈÓfi˜ ÙÔ‡ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘.
¶·Ú·Î·ÏÔ‡ÌÂ Ì‹Ó ÍÂ¯¿ÛÂÙÂ Ó¿ Ê¤ÚÂÙÂ Ù¿ ÓËÛÙ‹ÛÈÌ· ÁÏ˘Î¿ Û·˜
Î·› ¿ÏÏ· ÓËÛÙËÛËÌ· Ê·ÁËÙ¿ ‰È¿ Ù‹Ó ‰ÂÍ›ˆÛÈÓ ÌÂÙ¿ ·fi ÙfiÓ
ÂÛÂÚÈÓfi.
ΔÚ›ÙË, 6 ¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘: ¶·Ó‹Á˘ÚÈ˜ ÙÔ‡ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘. √ Î·Ê¤˜
ÌÂÙ¿ ·fi Ù‹Ó £Â›· §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›· ı¿ ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚıÂÈ ·fi Ù‹Ó
ºÈÏfiÙˆ¯Ô Î·› ¿ÏÈ.

£¿ ‹ıÂÏ· Ó· ÂÎÊÚ¿Ûˆ ÙËÓ Ï‡Ë ÌÔ˘ ÁÈ·ÙÈ ÏÈÁÔÛÙ¿ ¿ÙÔÌ·
˘ÔÛÙ‹ÚÈÍ·Ó ÙÔ ªÔ‡Ï ƒfi·ÛÙ ÙË˜ ºÈÏÔÙÒ¯Ô˘. ¶Ú¤ÂÈ fiÏÔÈ Ó·
ı˘ÌfiÌ·ÛÙÂ Ò˜ Ô ÛÎÔfi˜ ÙË˜ ºÈÏÔÙÒ¯Ô˘ Â›Ó·È ª√¡√ Ë
ºπ§∞¡£ƒø¶π∞, Î·È Ó· ˘ÔÛÙËÚ›˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ ÂÎ‰ËÏÒÛÂÈ˜ ÙË˜.

∂‡¯ÔÌÂ Û¤ fiÏÔ˘˜ ÀÁÂ›· Î·› ∫·Ï¤˜ ∂ÔÚÙ¤˜!
∑ˆ‹ ¶ÂÚ‰ÈÎ¿ÎË, ¶ÚfiÂ‰ÚÔ˜

The Diamonds enjoyed a wonderful Christmas Show at the

Sight and Sound Theatre in Lancaster, PA on November 17th.

Please view the Diamonds calendar on the St. Nicholas

website at www.stnicholasmd.org for information about up-

coming events.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Sponsored by the

RHODIAN SOCIETY OF BALTIMORE
“DIAGORAS”

Saturday, December 17, 2011
From 10 am to 1 pm

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Large Social Hall
520 S. Ponca St.

Breakfast treats, crafts, gifts,
and a picture with Santa

All children 12 and under from
St. Nicholas Church and other sister

parishes are welcome to attend.

Please R.S.V.P. to Maria Angelou at
443-865-0851 or email: diagoras3@msn.com

to let us know how many children
to expect so that we can plan accordingly.
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GOYA NEWS
The Goyans have been busy completing their

first service project for the year. On October 24th,
student members spent an entire evening cutting
out fabric, sewing small pillows and then stuffing
each pillow.

Together the group made 50 pillows for breast
cancer patients. The pillows were donated to the
American Cancer Society in Perry Hall. The
American Cancer Society sends packages of pil-
lows all across the United States daily for cancer
patients.

Also, on Thanksgiving Day, the Senior
Goyans visited a local homeless shelter to assist in
feeding the poor and the homeless.

All the Goyans celebrating the completion of the service

project.

Pictured from left to right are Goyans Christina Araviakis

and Sophia Atsidis sewing pillows for the American Breast

Cancer Society.

Pictured from left to right are Goyans Irene Angelos,

Katrina Ieromonahos, American Cancer Society employee,

Rhonda Kotowski, Goyan Michael Angelos, American Cancer

Society employee, Leslie Washington and Goyan, Foula

Paragios.

Parish Council Members receiving a donation from the

Chios Society and the Diamonds towards the completion

of Phase 1 of the Plateia building.

Nick Patras sitting among his family members during the St.

Nicholas Folk Festival. Mr. Patras was one of the original found-

ing members of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church.
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GREEKTOWN CDC
The Greektown CDC has been working closely with the Bal-

timore City Planning Department on their new rezoning initiative
‘Rewrite Baltimore.’ This proposed zoning change will impact the
classification of neighborhood and commercial properties, which
impacts what types of businesses and dwellings will be allowed in
Greektown.

We will be hosting a public meeting on December 15th, at
6:00pm in the small hall of the church to discuss these changes. If
you own property in Greektown, this will be a great opportunity
to ask the City questions on the rezoning impacts. If you cannot
attend this meeting please contact Jason at 410-327-3306 for more
information or visit www.rewritebaltimore.org.

We encourage all residents and landlords to decorate their
homes for the holidays! We will be hosting a contest on the best
decorations on December 14 and will be awarding prizes to the
winners. Please call our office for more information.

We will also be hosting a book signing event for two
Greektown writers who grew up on Macon Street. Both writers,
Rafael Alvarez and Ed Ciesielski, have incorporated our neighbor-
hood into their books. Stop by on December 11 from 2 to 5pm at
the Baltimore Gallery at 4519 Eastern Avenue to meet the au-
thors!

On behalf of the Greektown CDC Board of Directors, we
would like to wish the community a very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year. As a reminder, always call 911 immediately
when witnessing any illegal activity and 311 for non-police related
city issues. Believe in your community!

Kala Xristouyena!
Col. John E. Gavrilis,

Chief Executive Officer

Amalia Syropoulos-Kostrivas and her son at the

St. Nicholas Greek School Autumn Party

GREEK SCHOOL NEWS
The St. Nicholas Greek School held its Annual Autumn

party on Saturday, October 29, 2011. Everyone in attendance
had a wonderful evening, especially the children. The
partygoers enjoyed the music of DJ George Tsakiris while the
children participated in costume contest, donut eating contest

St. Nicholas Youths dressed up for the St. Nicholas Greek School

Autumn Party.

and the make a mummy contest. The children were thoroughly
entertained.

The St. Nicholas Greek School PTA appreciate everyone
who attended. Also, a special thank you to John Chrissomallis
for donating the pizzas for the event.
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Plateia Progress

Volunteers for fundraising efforts and hard working people

of our St. Nicholas Community. They are Kostas Triantafilos,

Gus Diakoloukas, Takis Papadopoulos, Manolis Theoharis

and Frank Mitsos.

Volunteers from Superior and JNA Painting Co. waterproof-

ing  the exterior of the building.

Mechanical work and rough-ins in the final stage.

Interior is ready for drop ceiling.

Plumbing.

Mechanical work completed.

As you view these pictures, it is evident that the Plateia is get-
ting closer to the completion of Phase 1. The St. Nicholas commu-
nity should be extremely proud of this accomplishment.

Our vision is for the Plateia Building to become the hub of the
social life of the St. Nicholas Community, where future generations
of Greek-Americans will be enjoy and be guided on the path of
righteousness and good citizenship.

To all who have given their time and money, our Plateia will
stand forever as tribute of their endeavors.

Thank you.
Demos Anastasiades and Frank Mitsos, Project Managers
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St. Nicholas Church

Saturday, December 31st, 9 pm to 2 am

Admission: $40.00 per person
and $30.00 per child

Complimentary Mezethakia

Cash Bar

All money raised will benefit the Plateia.

For more details call Maria Salpeas at 410-633-5020.

ª‹Ó˘Ì· ·fi ÙÔÓ

¶·Ù¤Ú· ªÈ¯·‹Ï ¶·ÛÙÚÈÎfi

™˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ· ·fi ÙËÓ ÛÂÏ›‰· 2

‚¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ Ù· „ÒÓÈ·, ÙÔ Ô‰fiÛÊ·ÈÚÔ, ÙÔ ‰fiÛÈÌÔ ‰ÒÚˆÓ Î·È
ÙˆÓ ¿ÚÙ˘ ÚÈÓ ·fi ÙË ·ÊÔÛ›ˆÛ‹ Ì·˜ ÁÈ'∞˘ÙfiÓ, ÙfiÙÂ Ù·
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· ‰ÂÓ ¤¯Ô˘Ó Î·Ó¤Ó· ·ÔÏ‡Ùˆ˜ ÓfiËÌ·. °È· ÂÛ¿˜
Ô˘ ÙÔ ÈÛÙÂ‡ÂÙÂ, ÙfiÙÂ Â›Ó·È ·ÏÒ˜ ¿ÏÏË ÌÈ· ÂÈ‰ÔÏˆÏ·ÙÚÈÎ‹
ÂÔÚÙ‹ ÌÂÙ·Í‡ ÙˆÓ ¿ÏÏˆÓ.

∫ÏÂ›ÓÔÓÙ·˜, ÂÏ›˙ˆ Î·È ÚÔÛÂ‡¯ÔÌ·È fiÙÈ Î·Ù¿ ÙË
‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜ ∂ÔÚÙ·ÛÙÈÎ‹˜ ÂÚÈfi‰Ô˘, ı· Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÈ˜
ÛˆÛÙ¤˜ ÂÈÏÔÁ¤˜ Î·È Ó· ¿ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ ÛˆÛÙ¤˜ ·ÔÊ¿ÛÂÈ˜ ÁÈ·
ı· ·ÎÔÏÔ˘ı‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ √Úıfi‰ÔÍË ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÈÎ‹ Ì·˜
¶·Ú¿‰ÔÛË. ¢ËÏ·‰‹ ı· ·Ú·ÎÔÏÔ˘ı‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÌÂ ÙÈ˜
ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ¤˜ Ì·˜ ÙËÓ ∞ÎÔÏÔ˘ı›· ÙË˜ ¶·Ú·ÌÔÓ‹˜ ÙˆÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ, ‹ ÙËÓ £Â›· §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›· ÙËÓ ËÌ¤Ú· ÙˆÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ. ∞˘Ùfi˜ Â›Ó·È Ô ÌfiÓÔ˜ ÙÚfiÔ˜ Ô˘ ÔÈ
·ÏËıÈÓÔ› ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÔ› ÁÈÔÚÙ¿˙Ô˘Ó ÙË «°¤ÓÓËÛË ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡»
Î·È Ô ÌfiÓÔ˜ ÙÚfiÔ˜ Ó· ·ÈÛı·ÓıÔ‡ÌÂ fiÙÈ Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ Â›Ó·È
Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ ·Ó¿ÌÂÛ¿ Ì·˜ Î·È fiÙÈ Â›Ó·È Ô ˘Ú‹Ó·˜ ÙË˜ ˙ˆ‹˜
Ì·˜.

ªÂ ÙÈ˜ Â˘ÏÔÁ›Â˜ ÙÔ˘ ∫˘Ú›Ô˘ Û·˜ Â‡¯ÔÌ·È ∫∞§∞
Ãƒπ™Δ√À°∂¡¡∞.
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DONATIONS IN MEMORIAM
IN MEMORY OF KALLIOPE PREARIS
Mrs. Metaxia Kardiasmenos
Mr. Elias Kalikas
George & Rosa Cornias

IN MEMORY OF ANNA POLITAKIS
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Atsalis
John & Eve Lallas

IN MEMORY OF STAVROULA FORAKIS
Ms. Nitsa Morekas

IN MEMORY OF HELEN FRAPAS
Ms. Nitsa Morekas
George & Sylvia Voxakis

IN MEMORY OF CHRISANTHI KEFALAS
Mrs. Argyro Matsangos
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Christ
John & Irene Voxakis

IN MEMORY OF ELENI FILIPIDIS
Mrs. Argyro Matsangos

IN MEMORY OF PROKOPIS SOPHOCLEUS
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Christ

IN MEMORY OF MARIA APOSTOLOU
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Christ
John & Eve Lallas

IN MEMORY OF
PANAYIOTIS SAPOUNTHIS
Ms. Aspasia Sapountzis

IN MEMORY OF GEORGE VONAKIS
Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis Sarioglou
Mr. & Mrs. John Kevas
Mrs. Tsambika Kellis

IN MEMORY OF
SAVVAS & MARIA GEORGAS
Ms. Anthie Georgas

IN MEMORY OF
LAMBROS NEOFITOU
James & Argie Maurakis

IN MEMORY OF
NANCY ENGROFF GOULD,
LEO MARTIN
John & Eve Lallas

IN MEMORY OF
THEMELINA PAPAFOTIS
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Verenakis
Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Nikolaos Rigopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Hartofilis
Maria Salpeas & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Loukas
Michael & Flora Moniodes
Mr. George T. Radu
George & Rosa Cornias

Saint Nicholas Church
Profit & Loss

January through October 2011

Saint Nicholas Church
Profit & Loss

January through October 2011

KOINONIA DEADLINE
To all of our readers and organizations, submit your article(s) to
the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below. If your article is
not received by that time, it will not be included in upcoming
Koinonia. All articles or posters are due by the 20th of the cur-
rent month for the upcoming month’s issue.

Issue month: January, 2012
Deadline: December 15th

You may drop your article to the church office or e-mail it to
Mr. Demos Anastasiades at: demos@comcast.net
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR
Sunday, December 4: Tenth Sunday of Luke. Orthros: 8:45
am. Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am.
Monday, December 5: St. Nicholas Name Day Great Vesper
Service: 7:00 pm.
Tuesday, December 6: St. Nicholas Name Day Celebration.
Orthros: 8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am.
Friday, December 9: Conception of the Theotokos. Orthros:
8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.
Sunday, December 11: Eleventh Sunday of Luke. Orthros:
8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am.
Monday, December 12: St. Spyridon the Wonderworker.
Orthros: 8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.
Sunday, December 18: Sunday before the Nativity: Orthros:
8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am.
Friday, December 23: Orthros: 8:45 am & Royal Hours (NO
DIVINE LITURGY).
Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service. Orthros:
6:00 pm. Divine Liturgy: 7:00 pm.
Sunday, December 25: Christmas Day (The Nativity of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ). Orthros: 8:45 am. Divine
Liturgy: 9:45 am.
Tuesday, December 27: St. Stephen the First Martyr.
Orthros: 8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday, December 3: The Ladies Philoptochos Christmas Tea

from 1 pm to 4 pm.
Tuesday, December 6: St. Nicholas Name Day.
Wednesday, December 7: Ladies Philoptochos Monthly
Meeting: Wine & Cheese Night at 7:00 pm. GCDC Meeting
Neighbor Forum starting at 6:30 pm.
Wednesday & Thursday, December 7 & 8: Greek School
Open House starting at 4:30 pm.
Saturday, December 10: St. Nicholas Name Day Dance from
9:00 pm to 2:00 am.
Monday, December 12: Greek School PTA Board Meeting
starting at 6:30 pm.
Friday, December 16: Greek School’s Annual Christmas
Program starting at 6:00 pm.
Saturday, December 17: Rhodian Society of Maryland Annual
Breakfast with Santa from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Sunday, December 18: Sunday School’s Annual Christmas
Program directly after church services.
Saturday, December 31: New Year’s Dance at St. Nicholas
Church starting at 9:00 pm.

UPCOMING EVENTS – 2012
Wednesday, January 4: The Ladies Philoptochos Annual
Christmas Meeting starting at 7:00 pm.
Saturday, January 7: The Ladies Panchian Society Meeting
from 1 pm to 3 pm.
Friday - Sunday, January 13th-15th: Ta Ellinakia Dance
Competition.

PARISH CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2011


