KOINONIA

DECEMBER/
AEKEMBPIOX
2011

A Monthly Publication of the

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church.
520 S. Ponca Street, Baltimore, MD 21224

Message from Fr. Michael L. Pastrikos

I would like to talk to you about Christmas. It
seems that we all have a tendency to build up to
Christmas as a climax anticipating the feast with all
sorts of observances and celebrations and then, as
soon as the day is past, we forget all about it. The
Christmas season is around the corner, it’s the most
wonderful time of the year. Christians all over the
world prepare to celebrate the birth of our Saviour,
Jesus Christ, the son of God, as the Christmas Sea-
son approaches. But how are we going to celebrate
this wonderful occasion this year, that is the ques-
tion. I would like to avoid that pitfall if I might and
extend our focus on the right way of celebrating this
great feast. During this time of the year, we tend to
concentrate on the non essential factors of the cel-
ebration instead of truly preparing ourselves spiri-
tually for the Lord.

Most of us fall into several
traps as we approach the celebra-
tion, and the Lord knows that Sa-
tan lays many snares for us. Satan
will use anything in his book to
convince us that we should give
priority to less important things
and put the most important things
of spiritual value somewhere
down the list in our evaluation of
what is important and what is not.
Today commercialism has played
a great role in the interference or
the spiritual happiness that we ex-
perience during this Sacred Holi-
day.

For example, when we put
secular consideration before wor-
ship we fall into a Christmas trap.
When the giving of gifts over the giving of our-
selves becomes more important, once more we
have fallen into a trap. When we place secular ob-
servances over the receiving of the Body and Blood
of Christ, over confession and spiritual prepara-
tion, we again are falling into the hands of Satan.
Using Christmas Eve as an excuse to have a party
for the family rather than an opportunity for the
family to worship together at the Divine Liturgy
then we again have fallen into a Christmas trap.

Today we have so many parties, so many get-
togethers, we spend hours, days, and months pre-
paring for this ordeal, and none of these prepara-
tions include the true celebration of Christ birth.
We have gone away from the idea of caring for
Christ, to the idea of caring for our own pleasures.
When we enter into the season of the Nativity of
Christ still bearing grudges and retaining hard feel-
ings against others rather than forgiving them in the

spirit of the forgiving God who was incarnate for us
we again fall into the hands of the evil one.

The many snares that Satan lays for us now are
even greater than those that he normally lays for us
throughout the year and it is necessary that we be
aware of those snares. He encourages us to make
Christmas merely a secular rather than a spiritual
feast in order to lure us away from Christ. He
causes us to become so busy that we have no time
to consider enhancing our spirituality, he stops us
from coming to church on Christmas Eve or Christ-
mas day.

I was told by many of our parishioners that they
have never come to church to worship God on
those most important days. Isn’t it sad that
throughout a person’s life time, they have never
stepped foot in the church, not only during major

: holidays, but even on regular Sun-
day Liturgies. I must say that to-
day, Christmas is celebrated not
because of the Birth of Christ, but
more so for financial reasons.
They are using Christmas as a fi-
nancial market to gain billions of
dollars, and in the meantime they
are sucking our blood for their
gain.

I tell you, why was Jesus born in
the first place? Surely Christ was
not born merely to give us an ex-
cuse to have another holiday cel-
ebration. Surely He was not born
in the humble way in which He
came into this world in order that
you and I might feast royally and
forget why He was born in the
first place. If our first priority is Christ and our
commitment to Him then all these things will be
added to you, but if our priorities are disorganized
and we put shopping, football, gift giving and par-
ties before our commitment to Him, then Christ-
mas has no meaning whatsoever. To you who be-
lieves this, then it is just another pagan feast day
among the others.

In closing, I hope and pray during this Holiday
Season that we make the right choices and make the
right decisions to follow our Christian Orthodox
Traditions. That we attend with our families the
Christmas Eve service, or the Christmas day ser-
vice. This is the only way true Christians celebrate
the “Birth of Christ” and the only way to experi-
ence that Christ is truly in our midst and that He is
the center of our lives.

God Bless everyone and may you have a won-
derful and “Blessed Christmas.”
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Mapvvua oo tov Iotépo Miyani Ilaotoixo

O0 N0eha va oag WAow yuo ta. XoLotovyevva. Paivetol
OTL OAOL €xoVuE (o Taom va. dnutoveyovue Bodundov uéyou
To. XQLOTOUYEVVAL 0OV TTOOPAEYN TO OITTOXOQUPMUC TNG
YLOQTNG UE OO TO. €00 TV TEAETMV ROL TWV EOQTAOUMYV, KL
0TnN OVVEYELD, UWOAMG N MUEQa TTeQdoeL, Eeyvae To tdvta. H
eTToyN TV XQLOTOVYEVVWV TTANOLACEL, elval 1 Lo VITéQoyn

eTOYN TOV xEOVov. Xuotlavol oe OO0 TOV  ®OOUO
ETOLLACOVTAL VO YLOQTAOOUV TN YEVYNON TOU ZWTNEA LI,
Incov XQELotov, Tov VoV Tov B0V, rOOMS TANOLATEL M
eplodog twv XoLotovyévvev. AMAG tadg Oa yrogtdoovue
ot T Qovpdota €0QTI PETOC, QUTO elval TO EQWTNUC. Bal
Noeha vo amogevydel  Toryida, av 0o UWTooVoW, KoL Va.
eeTELVO TNV €0TI0ON UG 0TO OMWOTO HPOUO TOV EOQTACUOV
VTG TNG UEYAANS yLoetng. Kotd tn oudorela avtng tng
TEQLOOOV TOV £TOVG, £XOVUE TNV TAOT VO, ETTVKEVIQMVOUUE TO
eVOLOPEQOV UOG OTA U1 OVOLADAN GTOLYELD TNG YLOQTNG, aVTi
TQAYUOTIXG VO TTQOETOLUACOUOOTE TTVEVUOTLIXG YLOL TOV
Kvgro.

Ou eQLo0OTEQOL ATt EUAS TEPTOVV O€ OLAPOQES TTOYLOES,
000 TTANOLACEL N YLOETN, oL 0 KUpLog E€pel OTL 0 Zatavag pog
BaCer Torhég mayideg. O Zatovdg 0o yonolnoTotjoet O,Tu
uéoov uroel yuo vo pog meloel OTL TEETEL VO OMOOVUE
TEOTEQULOTNTO O ALYOTEQO ONUOVTLKG TTQOYUOTOA KOL VO
TOTOOETNOEL TAL TTLO ONUOVTLXA TTQAYUATO. TNG TTVEVUATIXNG
0EL0g ®ATOV YOUNAG 0t Alota 0ELOAOYNONG WOG YL TO TL
elval onuaviwo ®ot L OxL. 2Mquega n eutoourotnta mailel
0TTOVO0L0 QOMO GTNV TTAQEUTOOLON TNG TVEVUATLUNG EVTUYL0G
7OV PLawvouvue xatd T drdoreto avtig TS leong Eoptrig

TN tadderyna, otav BACovue TO HOOUHO UOG EVOLAPEQOV
o aztd ™ Aoteelo Tov Kuptov, éxovue méoel oe ayido v
Xototovyévvav. ‘Otav yivetol o onuavtikd va divouvue
MO TARE VO TQOOPEQOVILE TOV EQVTOV UAG, YLOL [LOL 0AOUN
oA éyovpe méoel oe moyido. Otov Palovpe ROOULKES
EXONAMOELS TAVEW aTTd TNV TAQAAAPY] TOV ZMUOTOS KoL TOV
Alpatog tov XQLoToU, AV amd TV eEOUOAOYNON *oL
TTVEVULOTIXT] TTQOETOLUALG 0L, TTEQPTOUIE KO TTOAL 0TA. XEQLOL TOV
20ToVd. Xonowomowwvtag  tnv - Iogauovyy  tov
XQLOTOUYEVVV, G OLKOLOAOYIO YL VO ®EVOUUE TAQTV YLa!
TNV OWOYEVELD KOL 0L OAV L0 EVROLQLOL YLOL TV OLKOYEVELQ!
vo. TapoxorovOioouv nali tn Oclor Asttovgylo, TOTE TAML
gyouvue TEoEL 0 Ty i0a TV XOLOTOUYEVVV.

Ziuepa yivovtor Té00 TOMAG TAQTV, TOOES TTOAAEG
OUYXEVTQMOELS, TTEQVAUE (MOES, NUEQES KOL UNVES YLO. TNV

TEOETOLUOOL0 VTNG TNG DOKLUAOTOG, KOl KOVEVO, ATTO OUTAL TO.
oxevdonato 0ev meQLAauPaveL Ty oAnduwvn onuooia tng
YLOQTNG, TNG YEVVNONG Tov XLoTtov. ‘Exovue Seguyel amd tnv
€ TOV eVOLAPEQOVTOG VL0 TOV XQLOTO, EVOLUPEQOUOOTE
uévov vy T dunn) uag evyapiotmon. ‘Otov praivovue otny
ezwoyn g [évvmong touv XeLotov rou eEaxohovbolue va
€YOUUE UVNOLROKLES ROL VO OLATNQOVE UioM EVOVTIOV GAN®Y
VTl VO TOUG OUYXmEOVUE OIS OVYYwEEL 0 Oedg, 0 0Tolog
EVOOQRMONKE YLa EUAS, KL TAAL TEQTOVUE OTO YEQLAL TOV
Zotovd.

O tdumroreg oryideg o nog PAaler 0 ZaTovag avty v
erwoyn, elvor axoun peyolvtegeg amod exelves Tov uag PAcet
HAVOVLRO OLO TO XQOVO, YL vt elvol amaQaitnTo vo Tig
ovveldnrootoouvue. Moag evhapeUvel va eoptdioovue Ta.
XQLOTOVYEVVA ITAMS OOV L0 KOOULKY E0QTN AL OYL GAV ULOL
TVEVUOTLXT] YLOQTY, YLl VO UALG TTOQAOVOEL UAXQLOL OTTO TOV
X016, O Zotovdg Hag  ®OVEL VO €lUaOoTE  TOOO
OTTAOYOANUEVOL TTOV OEV £X0VUE XOOVO YLa. VO eVOLapeQBovue
YLOL TNV EVIOYVON TNG TTVEVUATIXOTNTAC UOS, WAC EUTTOOLCEL VOl
eQyouaote otnv exxAnoia tnv Iapouovn twv XoLotouyévvmy
N TNV NUEQD TV XQLOTOVYEVVMV.

IToArol 06 TOovg €vopiTeS Uag Hov elmav OTL TOTE dev
€QXOVTOL OTNV EX®ANGLO Y10 VO TTOOOKVVIIOOUV TOV ©€0 QUTEG
TLG ONUAVTLIES NUEQES. A€V elvaL AVTtnEO TO YeYOVOg OTL %ab
'O TN drdprera TG Cwng TOV RATOLOG dEV €XEL TATNOEL TO
TOOL TOV OTNY exnAnoia, Oyt LOVO ®aTd TN SLAQHELD UEYEAWV
£0QTWV, OAAG anOUN ROL OTLG TAXTWKES Otleg AeLTovQYieg TG
Kvoranng. IToémer va o OtL omueQa, ta XQLOTOVYEVVOL
YLoQTATOVTOL OxL AOY®™ TNG YéVVNong Tov XoLoTov, ahhd Lo
TOAD  YLO0.  OLHOVOULKOVG  AGYouS.  XOENOLUOTOLOUV  Tal
XOLOTOUYEVVA (G AL XONUOTOTTLOTMTLXY 0yOQd YLo VO
%eQOLOOVV  OLOEXOTOUUVOLA. OOMAQLO, AL €V TW UETAEV
OTTOUVCOVV TO OLLILA LOS YLOL TO OLXOVOULKO TOVS OQELOG.

Zag A, TEwTe am’ Oha yoTl yevwnOnxe o Inoovg;
Ziyovpa 0 XLoTdg dev YEVVIONUE ATTAMS VO LS OWDOEL ULaL
OwaLoloYla yia var €(oune axoun wo €0QTh. Ziyovpo. Ogv
vevviOnue Ue TOV TOITELVO TEOTO e TOV 0TToto Npbe og auTdv
TOV ®OOUO, £TOL MHOTE EOEIS KOL EYD VO YLOQTALOVUE BAOLALKA
naL va Eexdoovpe yuotl Toayuatd FevviOnxe. Av n momtn
TEOTEQOLOTNTA HOg elval 0 XQLoTOS ®oL M aociman nog
0’ Avtov, T0TE OAa aVTd Do TEOoTEDOVY OE 0ag, AALG av elval
%Al Ol JTQOTEQULOTNTEG UG OEV ELVAL OQYOVIUEVES HOL
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Let’s Keep Christmas

By Eve Lallas

The countdown to Christmas began months ago, reminding us
of the diminishing number of shopping days. Many feel that Christ-
mas has become over commercialized as merchants began display-
ing holiday decorations and gift items in early autumn; they won-
der if the true meaning of this sacred holiday has been lost.

Not so in one household by the little boy who asked his mother
to bake a birthday cake. When she wanted to know who was cel-
ebrating his birthday, her son exclaimed, “Jesus, of course! It’s
Christmas!” The Happy Birthday, Jesus cake has become a tradi-
tion in their home.

Likewise, many churches are presenting Christmas programs
with the central theme of The Nativity and God’s love for His chil-
dren, not only the joy of snowmen, etc. In our Church, November
15th marks the beginning of the Christmas Fast: a period of prepa-
ration for each of us in anticipation of The Perfect Gift which we
are about to receive from God.

Beyond dietary abstinence fasting includes a focus on our be-
havior: avoiding anger, hurtful words and actions, and replacing
them with kindness, forgiveness, and prayer for our fellow man.
Prayers thanking God and asking for His forgiveness and guidance
help us concentrate on righteous behavior. Fasting helps cleanse
both body and soul.

As we prepare to celebrate the joyous birth of our Lord and

Savior, perhaps the following article best reminds us of the Spirit
of Christmas. It is anonymous and we thank our parishioner
Aspasia Johns for sharing it with us.

Let’s Keep Christmas

We all feel the presence of approaching Christmas. The traftic
is terrible, You can’t find a parking space.

The stores are crowded, Mall scenes make shopping a night-
mare. You think of friends and loved ones who are so hard to shop
for. Maybe there is nothing in a store they need. But what about
some token of love—

What about LOVE itself..... and FRIENDSHIP..... and UN-
DERSTANDING..... and CONSIDERATION... and a HELPING
HAND... and a SMILE... and a PRAYER?

You can’t buy these things in a store, and these are very spe-
cial things people need. We all need them.

Blessed will they be who receive them this Christmas or at any
time. Let’s not permit the rush to crowd Christmas out of our
hearts... for that is where it belongs. Christmas IS NOT in the
stores, but IN OUR HEARTS.

In the midst of the commercialized holiday season, perhaps
the recognition of the real meaning of the Christmas Spirit is re-
surfacing among many. Our hope is that Christmas Love remains
within us, in our hearts; now, throughout the year, and beyond.

Ag Kgatioovpue to. XQL6TOUYEVVQL

Amo v Evayyeiia Aaia

H avtiotpogn uétonon yio 1o XLotovyevva Sexnlvnoe uiveg
oLy, BuniCovtog pog T pelwon Tov oEOUoD TV NUEQMV TOV
uag asouévouv yia Pavia. ITorhoi Oewpovv 0Tl 1 €0 TV
XQLOTOUYEVVV £XEL KUTAVINOEL VITEQEUTOQLO, OTAV OL £UITOQOL
€OUV EEXLVIOEL VO SLOXOOUOVV XOLOTOVYEVVLATINA. TLG BLTO(VES
TOUg pe €M dwpwv, amd TIc aQyés Touv POLvoTWEOU.
AvapmTiovvtol av to oAnduvo vonua avtig g Iepong eootig
éxel yoOel.

Agv ovVEPN TO (010 O€ €voL OTTLTLXRG, OTOV VO ULKQO AYOQUHL
ChTNoe 0Td TN UNTEQO TOL VO PTLAEEL ULo. TOVQTO YeveOlimv.
‘Otav exelvn Tov pTNoE TToLog Ba edtale ta yeveéDALE Tov, O
W®EOg g @avaEe Ouvotd: «o Inoovg, quowd! Eivau
Xototovyevval» To néln tov TeveOliov tov Incov, éyuve
T0QAO00N 0TO OTTLTL TOVG,.

Owoilmg, mohAég exndnoleg mopovoldlovv  XELOTOU-
vevviatiro TTooypdupota pe xevigurd Oéua t Fevvion tov
XQLoToU ®OL TNV 0YEITn TOV OV yio ta tandLd Tov, Oyt udvo
%004 TOv yLovavipwmov x.a. ZTnv Exxdnoio pog, m 15m
Nogupoiov onuatodotel ™V £VvoQEN TG Vnotelag Twv
XQLOTOUYEVVOV: ULoL TTEQLOO0G TTOOETOLUAOLNG Yio TOV ®OOEvVa
uag og avapovr Tov Téletov Aweov Tov TEdxeLTaL va. Adovue
amd Tov ©g0. ITépav arrd tn drortnTirvy vnoteio 0o Teémel emiong
vo. dlvouue EUpoom OTNV OUUTTEQLHOQC. LAG: VO, ATTOQEVYOVILE TOV
Ovnd, onAneég MEELS naL dQACELS, KOl TNV OVILXOTAOTOO0N TOVG
UE TNV EVYEVELD, TN OVYXMEEON, ®OL TNV TQOOEVXY] YLd TOV
ouvavOewTo wog I1Qooevyes €VXAQLOTOVIAS TOV ©Oed HoL
CnTtavToag TV ovyymeeon xatl tnv xadodiynon Tov, vo uag
BonOnoet va éxovue dirawn cvumeQLpod. H vnotelo fondd ot
%©300Q0MN 0OOUOTOS KL YU,

Kabwmg etoluofonaote vo yLOQTAOOUUE TO (OQUOOUVVO
veyovog g I'évvnong tov Kvplov pag xar Zotioo, towg To to
moQaxdtw Oé¢po nag Ovnier moloodtepo To Ilvevua twv
Xowotovyévvorv.  Elvar  avovouo xal  guyoouotovue  Tmy
evooitNnod nag, Aomaota Johns IOV TO LOLRAOTNHE UE UAC.

Ag xgartijeovue to. XQL0T0UYEVVA

Orot égovue Tnv alodnon ot TAnotdlovy Ta XoLotovyevva,
n xivnon elvar @oPepn, Oev Wwopeite va LOElTe xweo va
0TaOUEVOETE TO QUTOXIVNTO 00G.

Ta xataotiuato eival yeudto xoouo. Eival egpudAtng ta
YOV 0TA EUTOLOLXG KEVTOO. ZHETTEOOL TOVS PIAOVS XaL T
ayamnuEVE 0oV TEOTWITO TOU £ival SVOXOAO va OELS xATL VO

YwVIOELS YL QUTOVG.

Towg Oev vmdpyel TimOTQ OTO XOTAOTHUATA TTOV VO
xoeLacovrat. AALG TuL YIVETOL e dmota EVOELEN arydng—

Ioayuatinng ATAITHZ.... PINIAZ.... KATANOHXHX.....
AOI'OY... XEIPAY BOHOEIAZ... ENOYX XAMOI'EAOY... xot
MIAX [TPOXEYXHZ;

A€V UTOQEITE va aYOQAOETE QUTA TO JTOAYUATA OTC
HOTOOTHUOATA, EIVOL TOAYUaTa tOLOUTEQNS aSiag xaL onuaotog,
elval TEAyUaTo TOV EYOVV TTLO TOAV avdyxn ot dvOpwimot. OAot
70 X0€LaCOUOOTE.

Evioynuévol va eivar avtol mov Oo to Adfovv avtd ta
XoLoTovyevva 1j OTOLOONITOTE OTLYUY. AG UNV ETLTOEYOVUE TN
Bracvvn Tng ToAvroouiags.

XoLotovyevva amd TIS ®0QOLEG UOG... €lval exel Omov
avijrovv. Xototovyevva AEN EINAI oto xotaotiuata, aAAd
2TIY KAPAIEY MAZ.

Ev péow tng eumoQuxig mTEQLOO0V TV €0QTOV, (0WG
avayvwploovue v aindivy onuacio Tov TVEVHOTOS TV
Xototovyévvay, rot EovoyevvnOel petoE0 ToAAwv GAAmYV.
EAmtida pog eivar n Aydmn twv XQLoTOUYEVVOV VO TTOQOUE(VEL
UEOO. OIS, OTLG HAQOLES UAG, TMO, OO TO (QOVO, HOL OXL LOVO.

SAVE THE DATE

JUNE 7th, 8th, 9th & 10th, 2012
Baltimore’s Best Greek Festival

LD

Celebrating 50 Years as
Baltimore’s No. 1 Greek Festival

y
| 7 ShE=
ot

Dance, Drink, & Eat at the Inaugural
Opening of the St. Nicholas Plateia
June, 2012
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

December 1-11: We are collecting health and hygiene items for
the family crisis center. Please bring in shampoos, conditioners,
body wash, soaps, toothpaste, toothbrushes, baby wipes, etc. The
family crisis center houses abused women and their children.

Saturday, December 3rd, 1-4 pm: Our annual Christmas Tea will
take place in the large social hall. You are all invited to enjoy a
delightful afternoon with us. Please bring your friends. Donation
is still $5.00.

Monday, December 5th: St. Nicholas vespers. Philoptochos will
be gratefully accepting baked goods for a light reception to be of-
fered after vespers. On that day please bring your baked goods to
the kitchen by 6:00 pm.

Tuesday, December 6th: St. Nicholas Name Day. The coffee hour
after the service will again be sponsored by the Philoptohos.

As one last comment I would like to express my sadness that
more people from the parish did not attend the Philoptochos Bull
Roast.

Remember Philoptochos is a group of women whose main ob-
jective is to help those in need. Our ONLY goal is PHILAN-
THROPY. Please help us to make this group successful by sup-
porting events such as these.

We wish you a Blessed Holiday Season and a year full of
health, happiness and prosperity.

Zoe Perdikakis, President

The Diamonds enjoyed a wonderful Christmas Show at the
Sight and Sound Theatre in Lancaster, PA on November 17th.
Please view the Diamonds calendar on the St. Nicholas
website at www.stnicholasmd.org for information about up-
coming events.
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1-11 Aexeppoiov: ZvALoYY LDV VYLELVNS dud TO Family Crisis
Center—uévtpo owxoyevelaxng xploewg. (Noullw ot 1
ovopaoto. Tov evvoel Oho TO OoxoTO TOV.) Od CUALEYwuUE
OOWITOVOY YL TE LWOAALG, OOTTOVVLA VL0, TO OMUA, 0OOOVIOTOOTES,
000VTOPBOVQTOES, OOTOUVL OLd TO TAVGLUO TMOV  QOVXW®Y,
UOAOATLRO SLE TE LOAALE ROl Q0K 0. AVTE elvor TTOAD ONUOVTLRA
TEdyuota mov yeerdlovral ral yonowpororovvtol 0to Family
Crisis Center, T0 0mwol0 0TeYALeEL UNTEQES UE TTOLOLG OrOUOL KoLl
Boégn.a
Xapparo, 3 Aexeppoiov, 1-4 pp: TO €1MoLo XQLOTOVYEVVLATIXO
TodT 06 MAPn xwEa 0Ty UeYahn OLVoTLXY abdovoa.
24¢ poonarovue va £00ete naL VO ATTOAQVOETE €VaL EVYAQLOTO
amdyevuo eoelc xal ol @ileg oag. Eloodog $5.
Agvtépa, 5 Aexeufoiov: Eomeoivog 100 Ayiov Nuxoldov.
IMopoxahovue uiv EexaoeTe VO QEQETE TA VNOTNOLUA YAURG 00G
nal Ghho vnotnonuo @ayntd g v deElmaly uetd amd Tov
E0TTEQLVO.
Toitn, 6 Aexeppoiov: [Tavryvolg ToU Ayiov Niordov. O rapég
uetd oo v Oela Aettovpylo 00 moopéper amd Thv
DUAOTTOYO HAl TTANL.

©4 N0gha Vo eXpEAOM TNV AT UOV YLOTL ALYOOTE. GTOpO.
VITOOTNELEAY TO0 MtoUA Péaot tng Prhomttmwyov. ITpémel OAoL va
Ouuduaote g 0 oxomds g PLhoTTdKoV elvar MONO 1
DPIAANOPQIIIA, ®oL Vo VITOOTNELLOVUE TLS EXONAMDOELS TNG.

Evyoue o€ 0hovg Yyetla nol Kalég Eopteg!

Zon Hepdundnn, I1ooed00g

########*####&####
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

Sponsored by the
RHODIAN SOCIETY OF BALTIMORE
“DIAGORAS”

Saturday, December 17, 2011
From 10 am to 1 pm

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Large Social Hall
520 S. Ponca St.

Breakfast treats, crafts, gifts,
and a picture with Santa

All children 12 and under from
St. Nicholas Church and other sister
parishes are welcome to attend.

Please R.S.V.P. to Maria Angelou at
443-865-0851 or email: diagoras3 @msn.com
to let us know how many children

Yo 1o expect so that we can plan accordingly.

R

RN NNRTH
**ﬁ*ﬁ**ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%?*ﬁ*#%ﬁ*#
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Nick Patras sitting among his family members during the St. Parish Council Members receiving a donation from the
Nicholas Folk Festival. Mr. Patras was one of the original found- Chios Society and the Diamonds towards the completion
ing members of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church. of Phase 1 of the Plateia building.

GOYA NEWS

The Goyans have been busy completing their
first service project for the year. On October 24th,
student members spent an entire evening cutting
out fabric, sewing small pillows and then stuffing
each pillow.

Together the group made 50 pillows for breast
cancer patients. The pillows were donated to the
American Cancer Society in Perry Hall. The
American Cancer Society sends packages of pil-
lows all across the United States daily for cancer
patients.

Also, on Thanksgiving Day, the Senior
Goyans visited a local homeless shelter to assist in
feeding the poor and the homeless.

All the Goyans celebrating the completion of the service
project.

Pictured from left to right are Goyans Irene Angelos,
Katrina Ieromonahos, American Cancer Society employee,
Rhonda Kotowski, Goyan Michael Angelos, American Cancer Pictured from left to right are Goyans Christina Araviakis
Society employee, Leslie Washington and Goyan, Foula and Sophia Atsidis sewing pillows for the American Breast
Paragios. Cancer Society.
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS

The St. Nicholas Greek School held its Annual Autumn
party on Saturday, October 29, 2011. Everyone in attendance
had a wonderful evening, especially the children. The
partygoers enjoyed the music of DJ George Tsakiris while the
children participated in costume contest, donut eating contest

Autumn Party.

5

St. Nicholas Youths dressed up for the St. Nicholas Greek School

and the make a mummy contest. The children were thoroughly
entertained.

The St. Nicholas Greek School PTA appreciate everyone
who attended. Also, a special thank you to John Chrissomallis
for donating the pizzas for the event.

Amalia Syropoulos-Kostrivas and her son at the
St. Nicholas Greek School Autumn Party

GREEKTOWN C€DC

The Greektown CDC has been working closely with the Bal-
timore City Planning Department on their new rezoning initiative
‘Rewrite Baltimore.” This proposed zoning change will impact the
classification of neighborhood and commercial properties, which
impacts what types of businesses and dwellings will be allowed in
Greektown.

We will be hosting a public meeting on December 15th, at
6:00pm in the small hall of the church to discuss these changes. If
you own property in Greektown, this will be a great opportunity
to ask the City questions on the rezoning impacts. If you cannot
attend this meeting please contact Jason at 410-327-3306 for more
information or visit www.rewritebaltimore.org.

We encourage all residents and landlords to decorate their
homes for the holidays! We will be hosting a contest on the best
decorations on December 14 and will be awarding prizes to the
winners. Please call our office for more information.

We will also be hosting a book signing event for two
Greektown writers who grew up on Macon Street. Both writers,
Rafael Alvarez and Ed Ciesielski, have incorporated our neighbor-
hood into their books. Stop by on December 11 from 2 to Spm at
the Baltimore Gallery at 4519 Eastern Avenue to meet the au-
thors!

On behalf of the Greektown CDC Board of Directors, we
would like to wish the community a very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year. As a reminder, always call 911 immediately
when witnessing any illegal activity and 311 for non-police related
city issues. Believe in your community!

Kala Xristouyena!

Col. John E. Gavrilis,
Chief Executive Officer

CHOLAS NAIE DAY

DECEMBER 10, 2011
FEATURING:

520 PONCA STREET
YIANNIS LIGNOS”™

BALTIMORE, MD 21224
e 9PM TILL 2AM
{_ $50 ADULTS, $30 UNDER 12

MEZEDAKIA, COFFEE, DESSERT
CASH BAR

4 FOR TICKETS CONTACT:
FRANK MITSOS: 410-294-1253
MARIA SALPEAS: 410-633-5020

SPECIAL ROOM RATES AVAILABLE

YIANNIS LIGNOS AND HIS ORCHESTRA

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE ST. NICHOLAS PLATEIA PROJECT

DIRECTLY FROM CHIOS GREECE:

i
el *,‘_h
" v EN

L i
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Plateia Progress

As you view these pictures, it is evident that the Plateia is get-
ting closer to the completion of Phase 1. The St. Nicholas commu-
nity should be extremely proud of this accomplishment.

Our vision is for the Plateia Building to become the hub of the
social life of the St. Nicholas Community, where future generations
of Greek-Americans will be enjoy and be guided on the path of
righteousness and good citizenship.

To all who have given their time and money, our Plateia will
stand forever as tribute of their endeavors.

Thank you.

Demos Anastasiades and Frank Mitsos, Project Managers

Volunteers from Superior and JNA Painting Co. waterproof-
ing the exterior of the building.

Plumbing.

Interior is ready for drop ceiling.

Volunteers for fundraising efforts and hard working people

of our St. Nicholas Community. They are Kostas Triantafilos,

Gus Diakoloukas, Takis Papadopoulos, Manolis Theoharis
Mechanical work completed. and Frank Mitsos.
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Mnvopa oo Tov
IMatego Muyyonh Iaetouro

Yuvéyeia aro Ty eglida 2

BaCovue To PAOVLO, TO TOOOCPOLQO, TO OOGLUO dWOEWV KO
TOV TEQTV TV aztd TN Apooimon pog yLAvtov, TOTe T

XQLOTOUYEVVA OEV £XOUV KAVEVA OTTOAVTMGS VONUa. T'Lol €06ig
JTOV TO TLOTEVETE, TOTE el voL aTADS GAAT ULo. ELOOAWAATOUAN St. Nicholas Church
€00T1 UETOED TV GAAWV.

@Kkstvovwg, eMTilw #aL EoogvouaL OTL %aTd TN Saturday, December 31st, 9 pm to 2 am
dudoxera avtng g Eoptaotinng meguodov, o rdvouue Tig o
OWOTEG ETLAOYES ROL VO TTAQOVUE TLG OWOTES ATOPAELS YLOL Admission: $40.00 per person
Bo  axohovOioovue v OEBOdOEN XoloTloviky  Uag and $30.00 per child
IMopddoon. Aniadn 0Oa  magoxolovOnoovpe ue TG
OuoYEveLEs oG Ty Axohovbia g Iagapovig twv Complimentary Mezethakia
Xolotovyévvary, 1 v Otla Agttovgylo TV MuéQa Tmv Cash Bar
XoLotouyévvav. Autdg elvar 0 puovog TEOTOS TOU Ol
Ot?»nGWO'} XoroTiovol Y10QTatovv ™ «I'évvnon Tov XoLoto» All money raised will benefit the Plateia.
%L 0 WOVOG TEOTOG VoL aobavbovue OtL 0 XELoTog givon For more details call Maria Salpeas at 410-633-5020.
TEAYUATWXE OVAUEDT. LOG ®aL OTL Ebval O TTuEvag TG Comg
Uog.

Me Tig evhoyieg tov Kvplov ocag evyxonuor KAAA /
XPIZTOYTENNA. g

’td’i“glfi’

CELEBRATING THE LIFE f‘
OF SAINT NICHOLAS 0

GIFT GIVER ~ BISHOP ~ SAINT

to benefit International Orthodox Christian Charities (10CC)

May the life of Saint Nicholas inspire aoo

you to give hope to others in need through
the work of IOCC this Advent season.

Sunday, December 11, 2011 ’

Liberatore's Ristorante |
9515 Deereco Road
Timonium, MD 21093

it RN 0 702 VBT YVBAR A O MIGHCS

Minimum donation $125 per person

@I10CC |

For more information, visit
www.iocc.org/baltimore

[ ]Yes, I'd like to attend the IOCC Baltimore Dinner and Silent Auction. No. of tickets:

[] No, | cannot attend, but accept my donation to benefit the work done by 10CC x $125.00 =

Additional donation

Name: to benefit 10CC:

Address:
[J My check is enclosed, payable
to I0CC.

Email A :

mail Address PLEASE REMIT TO:
Phone: Michael and Sylvia Tsakalos

' IOCC Baltimore
Signature: Date:

Metropolitan Committee

O Yes, I would like to save IOCC money and help preserve the environment. Please e-mail 60_1 S. Caroline St.
my tax receipt electronically to the address provided above. Baltimore, MD 21231
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TDONATIONS IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORY OF KALLIOPE PREARIS IN MEMORY oF ELENI FILIPIDIS IN MEMORY OF

Mrs. Metuxiu Kurdiusmenos Mrs. Argyro Mutsungos LAMBR0OS NEOFITOU

Mr. Elias Kalikus ; 1
Georue & Rosu Cornius IN MEMORY OF PROKOPIS SoPHocLEUs ™SS & Ardie Maurakis
I A p Mr. & Mrs. Philip Christ IN MEMORY OF

N MEMORY OF ANNR FOLITRKIS IN MEMORY OF MARIA APOSTOLOU NANCY ENGROFF GOULD,
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Afsulis Mr. & Mrs. Philip Christ LE0 MARTIN
John & Eve Lullus John & Eve Lullus

John & Eve Lullus
IN MEMORY OF STAVROULA Forakis  IN MEMORY OF

L ] PANAYIOTIS SAPOUNTHIS IN MEMORY OF
Ms. Nitsu Morekus - - THEMELINA PAPAFOTIS
Ms. Aspusia Sapountzis
Mr. & Mrs. Michuel Verenukis
IN MEMORY OF HELEN FRAPAS IN MEMORY OF GEORGE VONAKIS Mrs. Anustasia Vasilakopoulos
Ms. Nitsu Morekus Mr. & Mrs. Punugiotis Surioglou Mr. & Mrs. Nikolaos Rigopoulos
George & Sylvia Voxakis Mr. & Mrs. John Kevus Mr. & Mrs. Nick Hartofilis
Mrs. Tsumbika Kellis Muria Sulpeus & Fumily
IN MEMORY OF CHRISANTHI KEFALAS Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Loukus
Mrs. Argyro Matsangos IN MEMORY OF Michuel & Flora Moniodes
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Christ SAWAS 8& MARIA EEURGAS Mr. George T. Rudu
John & Irene Voxakis Ms. Anthie Georgus Georyge & Rosu Cornius
Saint Nicholas Church Saint Nicholas Church
Profit & Loss Profit & Loss
January through October 2011 January through October 2011
Jan - Oct 11 Jan - Oct 11
Ordinfry Income/Expense Expense
ncome CAPITAL COSTS
gandles 72,559.26 Capital Improvements 5,000.00
ag::eescial events 2.911.40 Plateia Expenses 78,138.14
Dances - Other 3,398.00 Total CAPITAL COSTS 83,138.14
Total Dances 6,309.40 EMPLOYEE COSTS
Donations 1099 Employees 2.00
Other Donations 28,949.71 Health Insurance 35,811.28
Flowers Income 2,650.00 Organist 3,000.00
Christmas Card Income 140.00 6560 - Payroll Expenses 152,859.99
lI_J)ona:i'ons - Selr;eral 92233‘0‘ Payroll taxes 11,473.43
onations - Ha . Pension 5,500.00
Donations - Memorial 19'1‘;2-3‘3 6050 - Automobile Expense 10,000.00
Donations - Other (7500 EMPLOYEE COSTS - Other 75,568.48
Total Donations 60,360.15 Total EMPLOYEE COSTS 294,215.18
Greek Festival 109,468.00
Greek school registration 28,611.00 GENERAI: & ADMINISTRATION
Interest Income 1,282.69 Advertising ) 9,231.25
Stewardship 166,657.00 6060 - Bank & Credit Card Svc Charges 4,307.19
Trays 16,186.00 Church Supplies 2,429.55
Clergy Laity Congress 1,952.32
Total Income 461:433.50 Flower Donations 1,811.40
Cost of Goods Sold Fair Share 27,000.00
Candle expense 13,258.00 6260 - Gifts 5,400.00
Dance Expense 1,080.62 Insurance - General 22,695.94
6250 - Flowers . 30350 6530 - Miscellaneous 5,413.24
Total COGS 14,642.12 Office Expense 13,543.85
6610 - Postage and Delivery 2,701.95
Gross Profit 446,791.38 Professional Fees 7,000.00
Telephone 3,895.59
KGIN(’NIA DEADLINE Total GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION 107,382.28
OCCUPANCY COSTS
To all of our readers and organizations, submit your article(s) to gf")z‘:: éz:t"d'“g Maintenance 48'4%'33
the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below. If your article is Janitor's Supplies 4.067.23
not received by that time, it will not be included in upcoming 6940 - Utilities 31.746.15
Koinonia. All articles or posters are due by the 20th of the cur-
rent month for the upcoming month’s issue. Total OCCUPANCY COSTS 84,3017
| h: 3 2012 YOUTH AND EDUCATIONAL 873.41
You may drop your article to the church office or e-mail it to Net Ordinary Income (123,118.80)
Mr. Demos Anastasiades at: demos@comcast.net Net Income (123,118.80)




PARISH CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2011

LITURGICAL CALENDAR

Sunday, December 4: Tenth Sunday of Luke. Orthros: 8:45
am. Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am.

Monday, December 5: St. Nicholas Name Day Great Vesper
Service: 7:00 pm.

Tuesday, December 6: St. Nicholas Name Day Celebration.
Orthros: 8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am.

Friday, December 9: Conception of the Theotokos. Orthros:
8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.

Sunday, December 11: Eleventh Sunday of Luke. Orthros:
8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am.

Monday, December 12: St. Spyridon the Wonderworker.
Orthros: 8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.

Sunday, December 18: Sunday before the Nativity: Orthros:
8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am.

Friday, December 23: Orthros: 8:45 am & Royal Hours (NO
DIVINE LITURGY).

Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service. Orthros:
6:00 pm. Divine Liturgy: 7:00 pm.

Sunday, December 25: Christmas Day (The Nativity of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ). Orthros: 8:45 am. Divine
Liturgy: 9:45 am.

Tuesday, December 27: St. Stephen the First Martyr.
Orthros: 8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday, December 3: The Ladies Philoptochos Christmas Tea

from 1 pm to 4 pm.
Tuesday, December 6: St. Nicholas Name Day.

Wednesday, December 7: Ladies Philoptochos Monthly
Meeting: Wine & Cheese Night at 7:00 pm. GCDC Meeting
Neighbor Forum starting at 6:30 pm.

Wednesday & Thursday, December 7 & 8: Greek School
Open House starting at 4:30 pm.

Saturday, December 10: St. Nicholas Name Day Dance from
9:00 pm to 2:00 am.

Monday, December 12: Greek School PTA Board Meeting
starting at 6:30 pm.

Friday, December 16: Greek School’s Annual Christmas
Program starting at 6:00 pm.

Saturday, December 17: Rhodian Society of Maryland Annual
Breakfast with Santa from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.

Sunday, December 18: Sunday School’s Annual Christmas
Program directly after church services.

Saturday, December 31: New Year’s Dance at St. Nicholas
Church starting at 9:00 pm.

UPCOMING EVENTS - 2012

Wednesday, January 4: The Ladies Philoptochos Annual
Christmas Meeting starting at 7:00 pm.

Saturday, January 7: The Ladies Panchian Society Meeting
from 1 pm to 3 pm.

Friday - Sunday, January 13th-15th: Ta Ellinakia Dance
Competition.

KOINONIA
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