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Message from Fr. Michael L. Pastrikos

I wonder at times, WHY? Christmas has be-
come a commercialized event, instead of being the
true gift of humanity. We Christians, have allowed
this tragedy to happen. We have gone away from
the true essence of why we celebrate Christmas.
One thing that we should agree together, and we
hear this all the time, that
Christmas is becoming less
and less “HOLY” and more
and more “WORLDLY.”

Let me take you back in
time when we were children
decades ago, when our par-
ents got us ready on Christ-
mas Eve or Christmas day to
go to Church. Those were
memorable times. I can per-
sonally remember the aro-
mas that were coming from
the kitchen. My mother
would slave all day in the
kitchen cooking the tradi-
tional meal that would be
served on Christmas Day.
The house was decorated and
the atmosphere was pleasant. But in my house, at-
tending the Christmas Liturgy was the main thing
on the agenda. It wasn’t the traditional family
meal where everyone got together and had a good
time watching television, playing games, or wait-
ing and anticipating the food to be brought to the
table.

That didn’t happen in my house! First, before
going to Church we had to receive the blessings
from our parents, ask forgiveness from them, and
then go to Church to celebrate the Birth of our
Saviour, Jesus Christ. What really made my Christ-
mas, was that we went to Church as a family, and
we received Holy Communion together. This was
the highlight of the day. This is what made the cel-
ebration so special in our home and I’m sure in
thousands of other homes.

But today this spirit is slowly fading, something
is missing. Our society has gone the opposite way.
I personally see the Christmas spirit becoming less
and less popular. Growing up we tried our best to
stay awake to catch a glimpse of Santa Claus and
gazed with delight at the homes decorated with
lights and the white snow all around the neighbor-
hoods. For too many of us, Christmas Day is just
another day. To others, it is a day of just having
fun and entertainment. As we grow up, we begin

to realize another element of the Holiday, and we
now have become more accepting and more sen-
sitive to the commercial aspect of the holiday. The
wonder grew harder and harder to find, the warmth
in our hearts susceptible to the draftiness of the
world. We must realize that what we had back then

in our younger years, we are
not experiencing these same
feelings. I wonder about our
children’s children, how will
they face their first experi-
ences of Christmas. That re-
ally depends on the parents,
and what is being taught at
home.

We can see the struggle
that we have today to pre-
serve “The Christmas
Spirit.” Christmas through-
out the ages provides a lit-
mus test for our souls and
how we understand what it
means to be a Christian and
to live in this world at the
same time. We must make

sacrifices and personal decisions in our lives. Some
might agree or disagree, but I’m pretty sure that if
we focus on Christ “FIRST” everything will work
out perfectly and our spirit will surely be filled with
love and hope.

We all have to accept, that since commercial-
ization has come into the picture, Christmas is not
what it used to be. I believe that Christmas is a
Holiday that we share ourselves with others.
That’s what Christ did. There is nothing wrong, in
going out and buying gifts for friends and family,
but it is also great to buy a gift or gifts for people
who we don’t know. Let’s get back to the basics
and the old times where Christ came first in our
lives. We all have the time to enjoy and entertain
ourselves, in fact that is what we do. We don’t
think of Christmas as a Holy day but just as a fun
day. We need to overcome that, we need to think
more spiritual and accept Christmas “Present.”
We each have to ask ourselves what Christmas
really means, and how we are going to celebrate it
this year.

You want to know my suggestion, is that we
celebrate this Christmas Day by bringing our fami-
lies to church, and receiving the Body and Blood

Continued on page 11
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°π∞∆π ∆∞ Ãƒπ™∆√À°∂¡¡∞ Ã∞¡√À¡ ∆∏¡ «∞°π√∆∏∆∞» ∆√À™
ªÂÚÈÎ¤˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ ‰ÈÂÚˆÙÒÌ·È: °π∞∆π; ∆· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·

¤¯Ô˘Ó Î·Ù·ÓÙ‹ÛÂÈ ¤Ó· ÂÌÔÚÈÎfi ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜, ·ÓÙ› Ó· Â›Ó·È ÙÔ
ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfiÙÂÚÔ ‰ÒÚÔ ÙË˜ ·ÓıÚˆfiÙËÙ·˜. ∂ÌÂ›˜ ÔÈ
ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÔ›, ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÂÈÙÚ¤„ÂÈ Ó· Á›ÓÂÈ ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ÙÚ·ÁÈÎfi
Ï¿ıÔ˜. Œ¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÍÂÊ‡ÁÂÈ ·fi ÙÔ ·ÏËıÈÓfi ÓfiËÌ· ÙË˜ ÂÔÚÙ‹˜
ÙˆÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ. °È· ¤Ó· Ú¿ÁÌ· ı· Ú¤ÂÈ Ó·
Û˘ÌÊˆÓÔ‡ÌÂ fiÏÔÈ Ì·˜, Ô˘ ÙÔ ·ÎÔ‡ÌÂ ÔÏÔ¤Ó·, fiÙÈ Ù·
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· Á›ÓÔÓÙ·È fiÏÔ Î·È ÏÈÁÒÙÂÚÔ «Õ°π∞» Î·È
·ÓÙÈı¤Ùˆ˜ fiÏÔ Î·È ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÔ «À§π∫∞».

∂ÈÙÚ¤„ÙÂ ÌÔ˘ Ó· Û·˜ Ô‰ËÁ‹Ûˆ ÛÙÔ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ, fiÙ·Ó
Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ ·È‰È¿, ‰ÂÎ¿‰Â˜ ¯ÚfiÓÈ· ›Ûˆ, fiÙ·Ó ÔÈ ÁÔÓÂ›˜ Ì·˜
Ì·˜ ÂÙÔ›Ì·˙·Ó Ó· ¿ÌÂ ÛÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· ÙËÓ ¶·Ú·ÌÔÓ‹
ÙˆÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ. ∂›Ó·È ·Í¤¯·ÛÙÂ˜ ÂÔ¯¤˜.
¶ÚÔÛˆÈÎ¿ ı˘Ì¿Ì·È ÙÈ˜ Ì˘Úˆ‰È¤˜ Ô˘ ¤Ú¯ÔÓÙ·Ó ·fi ÙËÓ
ÎÔ˘˙›Ó·. ∏ ÌËÙ¤Ú· ÌÔ˘ Î·Ù·ÁÈÓfiÙ·Ó fiÏË Ì¤Ú· ÛÙËÓ
ÎÔ˘˙›Ó· Ó· ÂÙÔÈÌ¿ÛÂÈ ÙÔ ·Ú·‰ÔÛÈ·Îfi ÁÂ‡Ì· Ô˘ ı·
Û¤Ú‚ÈÚÂ Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·. ∆Ô Û›ÙÈ ‹Ù·Ó ÛÙÔÏÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ Î·È
Ë ·ÙÌfiÛÊ·ÈÚ· ‹Ù·Ó Â˘¯¿ÚÈÛÙË. ∞ÏÏ¿ ÛÙÔ Û›ÙÈ Ì·˜ ÙÔ
ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfiÙÂÚÔ ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜ ‹Ù·Ó Ó· ¿ÌÂ ÛÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· ÁÈ·
ÙËÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘ÁÂÓÓÈ¿ÙÈÎË §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›·. ¢ÂÓ ‹Ù·Ó ÙÔ
·Ú·‰ÔÛÈ·Îfi ÔÈÎÔÁÂÓÂÈ·Îfi ÁÂ‡Ì· Ô˘ fiÏÔÈ ı·
Ì·˙Â‡ÔÓÙ·Ó Ó· ‰È·ÛÎÂ‰¿ÛÔ˘Ó, ·Ú·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÒÓÙ·˜
ÙËÏÂfiÚ·ÛË, ·›˙ÔÓÙÂ˜ ·È¯Ó›‰È· ‹ ÂÚÈÌ¤ÓÔÓÙ·˜ Ó·
ÁÂ˘ıÔ‡Ó ÙÔ ÁÂ‡Ì·.
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¿ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ Â˘ÏÔÁ›Â˜ ÙˆÓ ÁÔÓÈÒÓ Ì·˜, Ó· Ï¿‚Ô˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ
Û˘Á¯ÒÚÂÛ‹ ÙÔ˘˜, Î·È ÌÂÙ¿ Ó· ¿ÌÂ ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· Ó·
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ÂÔÚÙ¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ Á¤ÓÓËÛË ÙÔ˘ ™ˆÙ‹Ú· Ì·˜ πËÛÔ‡ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡.
∆È Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ ÌÂ Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÛÂ È‰È·›ÙÂÚ· Ù·
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·, ‹Ù·Ó Ô˘ ËÁ·›Ó·ÌÂ ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· fiÏÔÈ
Ì·˙› Û·Ó ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ·, Î·È Ï·Ì‚¿Ó·ÌÂ £Â›· ∫ÔÈÓˆÓ›·.
◊Ù·Ó ÙÔ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfiÙÂÚÔ ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜ ÙË˜ ËÌ¤Ú·˜. ∞˘Ùfi ¤Î·ÓÂ
ÙËÓ ÂÔÚÙ‹ ·ÎfiÌË ÌÂÁ·Ï‡ÙÂÚË ÛÙÔ Û›ÙÈ Ì·˜, Î·È Â›Ì·È
Û›ÁÔ˘ÚÔ˜ Î·È ¯ÈÏÈ¿‰ˆÓ ¿ÏÏˆÓ ·ÓıÚÒˆÓ.

™ÙÈ˜ ËÌ¤ÚÂ˜ Ì·˜ fiÌˆ˜ ÙÔ ÓÂ‡Ì· ·˘Ùfi Û‚‹ÓÂÈ ÌÂ ·ÚÁfi
Ú˘ıÌfi, Î·È ÌÂÚÈÎ¤˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ ‰ÂÓ ˘¿Ú¯ÂÈ. ∏ ÎÔÈÓˆÓ›· Ì·˜
¤¯ÂÈ ·ÎÔÏÔ˘ı‹ÛÂÈ ·ÓÙ›ıÂÙË Î·ÙÂ‡ı˘ÓÛË. ¶ÚÔÛˆÈÎ‹ ÌÔ˘
ÁÓÒÌË Â›Ó·È fiÙÈ ÙÔ ¶ÓÂ‡Ì· ÙˆÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ Á›ÓÂÙ·È
fiÏÔ Î·È ÏÈÁfiÙÂÚÔ ‰ËÌÔÊÈÏ¤˜. ªÂÁ·ÏÒÓÔÓÙ·˜
ÚÔÛ·ıÔ‡Û·ÌÂ fiÛÔ ÌÔÚÔ‡Û·ÌÂ Ó· ÌÂ›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ¿ÁÚ˘ÓÔÈ
Ó· ‰Ô‡ÌÂ ÙÔÓ Õ˚ µ·Û›ÏË, Ó· ‰Ô‡ÌÂ ÌÂ ı·˘Ì·ÛÌfi Ù· Û›ÙÈ·
ÛÙÔÏÈÛÌ¤Ó· ÌÂ Ù· ÊÒÙ·, fiˆ˜ Î·È ÙÈ˜ ¯ÈÔÓÈÛÌ¤ÓÂ˜
ÁÂÈÙÔÓÈ¤˜. °È· ÔÏÏÔ‡˜ ·fi ÂÌ¿˜ Ë ∏Ì¤Ú· ÙˆÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ, Â›Ó·È ·Ï¿ ÌÈ· ¿ÏÏË ËÌ¤Ú·. °È· ¿ÏÏÔ˘˜
¿ÏÈ, Â›Ó·È ÌÈ· ËÌ¤Ú· ‰È·ÛÎ¤‰·ÛË˜. ∞ÏÏ¿ fiÛÔ
ÌÂÁ·ÏÒÓÔ˘ÌÂ ·Ú¯›˙Ô˘ÌÂ Ó· ·ÓÙÈÏ·Ì‚·ÓfiÌ·ÛÙÂ Î·È ÌÈ·
¿ÏÏË fi„Ë ÙË˜ ∂ÔÚÙ‹˜. °ÈÓfiÌ·ÛÙÂ ÈÔ ‰ÂÎÙÈÎÔ› Î·È ÈÔ
Â˘·›ÛıËÙÔÈ ÛÙËÓ ÂÌÔÚÈÎ‹ ÏÂ˘Ú¿ ÙË˜ ÂÔÚÙ‹˜. µÚ›ÛÎÔ˘ÌÂ
ÙÔ ı·‡Ì· fiÏÔ Î·È ÈÔ ‰‡ÛÎÔÏ·, Ë ˙ÂÛÙ·ÛÈ¿ ÛÙÈ˜ Î·Ú‰È¤˜
Ì·˜ fiÏÔ Î·È ÈÔ Â˘·ı‹˜ ÛÙÔ ÚÂ‡Ì· ÙË˜ ÎÔÈÓˆÓ›·˜ Ô˘
˙Ô‡ÌÂ. ¶Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· Î·Ù·Ï¿‚Ô˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ fi,ÙÈ ·ÈÛı·ÓfiÌ·ÛÙÂ
ÙfiÙÂ Ô˘ Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ ·È‰È¿, ‰ÂÓ ÙÔ ·ÈÛı·ÓfiÌ·ÛÙÂ Û‹ÌÂÚ·.
¢ÈÂÚˆÙÒÌ·È ÙÈ ı· Á›ÓÂÈ ÌÂ Ù· ·È‰È¿ ÙˆÓ ·È‰ÈÒÓ Ì·˜;
ˆ˜ ı· ·ÓÙÈÌÂÙˆ›ÛÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ ÚÒÙË ÙÔ˘˜ ÂÌÂÈÚ›· ÙˆÓ
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ÃÚÈÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ; ∆Ô‡ÙÔ ÂÍ·ÚÙ¿Ù·È ·fi ÙÔ˘˜ ÁÔÓÂ›˜, Î·È ÙÈ
Ì·ı·›ÓÔ˘Ó ·fi ÙÔ Û›ÙÈ.

∂›Ó·È Ê·ÓÂÚ‹ Ë Ì¿¯Ë Ô˘ ‰‡ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÂÌÂ›˜ Û‹ÌÂÚ· ÁÈ· Ó·
‰È·ÙËÚ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ «∆Ô ¶ÓÂ‡Ì· ÙˆÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ». ∆·
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· Ì¤Ûˆ ÙˆÓ ·ÈÒÓˆÓ Â›Ó·È ¤Ó· Î·ı·Úfi Â›Ú·Ì·
ÁÈ· ÙÈ˜ „˘¯¤˜ Ì·˜ Î·È ¤Ó·˜ ÙÚfiÔ˜ Ó· Î·Ù·Ï¿‚Ô˘ÌÂ ÙÈ
ÛËÌ·›ÓÂÈ Ó· Â›Û·È ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·Ófi˜ Î·È Ó· ̇ ÂÈ˜ ÛÂ ÙÔ‡ÙÔ ÙÔ ÎfiÛÌÔ
Î·Ù’ ·˘ÙfiÓ ÙÔÓ ÙÚfiÔ. ¶Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ı˘Û›Â˜ Î·È Ó·
¤ÚÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÚÔÛˆÈÎ¤˜ ·ÔÊ¿ÛÂÈ˜ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ˙ˆ‹ Ì·˜. ªÂÚÈÎÔ›
ÌÔÚÂ› Ó· Û˘ÌÊˆÓÔ‡Ó Î·È ÌÂÚÈÎÔ› Ó· ‰È·ÊˆÓÔ‡Ó, ·ÏÏ¿
Â›Ì·È ·fiÏ˘Ù· Û›ÁÔ˘ÚÔ˜, fiÙÈ ·Ó Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ Â›Ó·È ÙÔ
Â›ÎÂÓÙÚÔ ÙË˜ ›ÛÙË˜ Ì·˜, ÙfiÙÂ fiÏ· ı· ¿ÓÂ Î·Ù’ Â˘¯‹Ó Î·È
ÙÔ ÓÂ‡Ì· Ì·˜ ı· ÍÂ¯ÂÈÏ›ÛÂÈ ·fi ·Á¿Ë Î·È ÂÏ›‰·.

ŸÏÔÈ Ì·˜ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ‰Â¯ıÂ› fiÙÈ Ë ÂÌÔÚÈÎfiÙËÙ· ¤¯ÂÈ
ÂÈÎÚ·Ù‹ÛÂÈ Î·È fiÙÈ Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· ‰ÂÓ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ÙËÓ ÛËÌ·Û›·
Ô˘ Â›¯·Ó. ¶ÈÛÙÂ‡ˆ fiÙÈ Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· Â›Ó·È ÌÈ· ÂÔÚÙ‹
Ô˘ ÌÔÈÚ·˙fiÌ·ÛÙÂ ÌÂ ÙÔ˘˜ ‰ÈÎÔ‡˜ Ì·˜ Î·È ÌÂ ¿ÏÏÔ˘˜. ∞˘Ùfi
ÈÛÙÂ‡ˆ fiÙÈ ¤Î·ÓÂ Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜. ¢ÂÓ Â›Ó·È Ï¿ıÔ˜ Ó·
·ÁÔÚ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ ‰ÒÚ· ÁÈ· ¿ÏÏÔ˘˜, ÁÈ· Ê›ÏÔ˘˜ Î·È Û˘ÁÁÂÓÂ›˜,
·ÏÏ¿ Â›Ó·È ÂÍ ›ÛÔ˘ Î·È ›Ûˆ˜ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfiÙÂÚÔ Ó· ·ÁÔÚ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ
‰ÒÚ· ÁÈ· ·ÁÓÒÛÙÔ˘˜. ∞ÏÏ¿ ·˜ Á˘Ú›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ›Ûˆ ÛÙ· ‚·ÛÈÎ¿
Î·È ÛÙÔ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ Ô˘ Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ ÚˆÙÔ‹ÏıÂ ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹ Ì·˜.
ŸÏÔÈ ‚Ú›ÛÎÔ˘ÌÂ ¯ÚfiÓÔ Ó· ¯·ÚÔ‡ÌÂ Î·È Ó· ‰È·ÛÎÂ‰¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ,
Î·È ÛÙË Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎfiÙËÙ· ·˘Ùfi Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ. ¢ÂÓ ıÂˆÚÔ‡ÌÂ Ù·
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· ˆ˜ ∏Ì¤Ú· ∞Á›· ·ÏÏ¿ Û·Ó ËÌ¤Ú·
‰È·ÛÎ¤‰·ÛË˜. ¶Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ·Ô‚¿ÏÔ˘ÌÂ ·˘Ù‹ ÙËÓ ¿Ô„Ë,

Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ÛÎÂÊıÔ‡ÌÂ ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÔ ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ¿ Î·È Ó·
‰Â¯ıÔ‡ÌÂ Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· Û·Ó «¢ÒÚÔ». ∞˜ ·Ó·ÚˆÙËıÔ‡ÌÂ,
ÙÈ Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ ÛËÌ·›ÓÔ˘Ó Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·, Î·È ÌÂ ÔÈfiÓ
ÙÚfiÔ ı· Ù· ÂÔÚÙ¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÂÊ¤ÙÔ˜;

£¤ÏÂÙÂ Ó· Ì¿ıÂÙÂ ÙÈ ÚÔÙÂ›Óˆ; ¶ÚÔÙÂ›Óˆ Ó· ÂÔÚÙ¿ÛÂÙÂ Ù·
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· Ê¤ÚÓÔÓÙ·˜ ÙÈ˜ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ¤˜ Û·˜ ÛÙËÓ
ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·, Î·È Ó· Ï¿‚ÂÙÂ ÙÔ ™ÒÌ· Î·È ÙÔ ∞›Ì· ÙÔ˘ ∫˘Ú›Ô˘
ÌÂ ÙÔ Ì˘ÛÙ‹ÚÈÔ ÙË˜ £Â›·˜ ∂˘¯·ÚÈÛÙ›·˜. ∫·ÙfiÈÓ Ó·
ÂÔÚÙ¿ÛÂÙÂ ÙÔ ·ÙÚÔ·Ú¿‰ÔÙÔ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘ÁÂÓÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ ¢Â›ÓÔ,
Î·È Ó· ·ÓÔ›ÍÂÙÂ Ù· ‰ÒÚ· Û·˜. ∞˜ ÍÂÎÈÓ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÛˆÛÙ¿, Î·È ·˜
·ÎÔÏÔ˘ı‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÔÚÂ›· Ô˘ Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ ı· Ê¤ÚÂÈ
·Á¿Ë, ¯·Ú¿ Î·È Â˘Ù˘¯›·. ∞Ó ·ÎÔÏÔ˘ı‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÈÛÙ¿ ÙÔ
ÛÙfi¯Ô Ì·˜, ÙfiÙÂ ı· ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÂÌÂÈÚ›· Ó· ‰Ô‡ÌÂ ÔÏÏ¿
ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚ· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ· ÛÙÔ ª¤ÏÏÔÓ.

∫ÏÂ›ÓÔÓÙ·˜, ÂÏ›˙ˆ Î·È ÚÔÛÂ‡¯ÔÌ·È fiÙÈ Î·Ù¿ ÙË
‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙˆÓ ∂ÔÚÙÒÓ ı· Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÙË ÛˆÛÙ‹ ÂÈÏÔÁ‹ Î·È ı·
¿ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ ÛˆÛÙ¤˜ ·ÔÊ¿ÛÂÈ˜ ·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÒÓÙ·˜ ÙÈ˜
·Ú·‰fiÛÂÈ˜ ÙË˜ ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÈÎ‹˜ √ÚıÔ‰ÔÍ›·˜. ¶Ô˘ Â›Ó·È Ó·
ÂÎÎÏËÛÈ·˙fiÌ·ÛÙÂ ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ¤˜ Ì·˜, ÙËÓ ¶·Ú·ÌÔÓ‹ ÙˆÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ Î·È ÙËÓ ∏Ì¤Ú· ÙˆÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ. ∂›Ó·È
Ô ÌfiÓÔ˜ ÛˆÛÙfi˜ ÙÚfiÔ˜ Ô˘ ÔÈ ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÔ› ÂÔÚÙ¿˙Ô˘Ó ÙËÓ
«°¤ÓÓËÛË ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡» Î·È Ô ÌfiÓÔ˜ ÙÚfiÔ˜ ÁÈ· Ó·
Î·Ù·Ï¿‚Ô˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ Â›Ó·È Ú¿ÁÌ·ÙÈ ÙÔ Â›ÎÂÓÙÚÔ ÙË˜
¶›ÛÙË˜ Ì·˜ Î·È Ô ¶˘Ú‹Ó·˜ ÙË˜ ˙ˆ‹˜ Ì·˜.

ªÂ ÙÈ˜ Â˘ÏÔÁ›Â˜ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡ Û·˜ Â‡¯ÔÌ·È Î·Ï¿ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·!
¶·Ù‹Ú ªÈ¯·‹Ï §. ¶·ÛÙÚÈÎfi˜

By Bill Poulos Th. M.
The Second and Third Articles of the Nicene Creed pro-

claim the profound mystery of the Incarnation, which the
Church celebrates as The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ (Christmas). The articles instruct us in the
Church’s unshakable witness that the eternal Son of God in a
supreme act of love for humanity emptied Himself and by the
power of the Holy Spirit entered His creation through the
womb of the Virgin Mary and received a complete and full
human nature from her. As the term Theotokos (God Bearer)
implies, the Panagia gave birth to not only an infant child but
also eternal God the Second Person of the Holy Trinity.

Orthodox doctrine, indeed all authentic Christian doctrine,
is that the incarnate Christ was true God and true man possess-
ing in His single Person two perfect natures that exist in Him
without separation or confusion. Accordingly, Jesus Christ, the
Church insists, was endowed with two perfect wills and ener-
gies, human and divine. The Lord’s act of receiving the full-
ness of our human nature enabled the redemption of mankind
from the sin, corruption and death that resulted from our fall
in Adam. Our salvation was made possible because He identi-
fied Himself with every aspect of our humanity. On the Cross
our Lord willingly accepted the death that was the penalty for
our sins and made atonement for our transgressions. Through
His Resurrection, He overcame death and restored our fellow-
ship with our Creator and enabled us to once again grow in the
image and likeness of God and inherit eternal life.
    These statements about the Christ’ Incarnation are not the
exclusive province of the clergy or theologians. They are,
rather, essential elements in our salvation — the reason we
celebrate Christmas. Many of the early Fathers of the Church
including Sts. Irenaeus, Athanasius and Gregory of Nyssa
placed the highest emphasis on Jesus’ birth as the primary rea-
son for our salvation that culminated in and was perfected by

Reflections on the Incarnation

His other redemptive acts. They realized that once He joined
Himself to our humanity our salvation was assured because the
divine image was restored in us and our deification, our par-
taking of and transformation by the divine nature, would once
again be possible.

The English word “Incarnation” is derived from the Latin
word that means“ to become flesh.” The assumption of flesh;
that is, the fullness of our human nature, by Christ, the eternal
Word of God, is reflected in the complete name given Christ-
mas by the Church: The Nativity According to the Flesh of Our
Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ.

How wondrous, how amazing, how incomprehensible that
God should become man! It is this great mystery that we at-
tempt to fathom as we in the Spirit gaze upon and contemplate
the traditional Orthodox icon of The Nativity. We see in it the
familiar and beloved elements of St. Luke’s Gospel narrative
of the Lord’s Birth — the Virgin looking lovingly at the baby
Jesus in the manger, the single radiant star guiding the Magi,
the angel announcing to the shepherd the glad tidings of the
Redeemers’ birth, etc.

But what we must always remember is that the helpless
child we see wrapped in swaddling clothes is the promised
Messiah, the prophesied Savior of the world and the Only Be-
gotten Son of God; Who, in utter and unfathomable humility,
gave Himself in order to destroy the power of Satan, ransom
fallen humanity and establish the kingdom of Heaven. This is
dramatically symbolized in the icon by the contrast of the
Christ Child’s white clothing against the darkness of the cave
in which He is laid.

The inexplicable union of divinity with humanity in order
to bring about the redemption not only of the human race but

Continued on page 11
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

Happy Holidays to all!! First of all I would like to thank Dr. Grace
Cordts from Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center for coming to our
last meeting and speaking to us about “aging gracefully.” She was very
informative and answered a lot of questions from the audience.

Second, I would like to thank Double T Diner’s John Korologos,
Nora Kefalas and Stella Koukides for providing the dinner and the des-
sert for the evening.
Dec. 1-13 - Collecting items for the family crisis center. (I think the
name says it all). We will be collecting soaps, shampoos, conditioners,
body wash, toothpaste and toothbrushes, laundry detergent, fabric soft-
ener. These are very essential items that the shelter needs.
Dec. 2nd - General Meeting 7 pm – Wine Night – Everyone Welcome.
Dec. 3rd - We are having a fun filled evening “Ladies Night Out” at
Liberatore’s in White Marsh. Please support this cause, as all proceeds
will benefit our food account, which is depleting.
Dec. 5th - St. Nicholas Vesper services. Don’t forget to bring your
Lenten desserts and other Lenten foods for the reception after the ser-
vice. Since it’s a Saturday evening we should have a lot of people come
to honor St. Nicholas.
Dec. 6th - St. Nicholas Day Liturgy and then coffee hour sponsored by
the Philoptohos again.
Dec. 19th - Our annual Christmas Tea will be held from 12:00 pm to
3:00 pm at the Fellowship Hall in the Market Place next to our church.
Please come and enjoy a fun filled afternoon and bring your friends.
Since it’s so early in the afternoon we are also providing a light lunch of
assorted sandwiches. Donation is $5.00.
January 6th - General Meeting 7 pm – Annual Christmas Party/Gift
Exchange
Important: The Philoxenia house is in need of two televisions, each one
costing about $500.00. If someone is interested in donating one, please
call Zoe Perdikakis @ 410-908-1556. Even if you would like to donate
part of it, we would greatly appreciate it. Maybe you and your friends
can pitch in and get one together? Think about it.

Due to the existing economy we have had a lot of people come forth
and seek our help for food, medicine, shelter etc. I have never realized
how many needy people are out there in our own community. For the
last two months we have taken in less in donations and fundraising than
we have been giving out, helping our fellow man. So, this Holiday sea-
son please give your donation to your local chapter, in this case St.
Nicholas Philoptohos. The people we help are forever grateful.

Looking forward to January please mark your calendar for our Bull
Roast that will take place Saturday, January 16th at Jimmy’s Seafood.
We urge you to support this evening, as the proceeds will go toward the
account that has been set up for the church needs.

Wishing everyone a Healthy and Happy Holiday Season!
Zoe Perdikakis, President

NEA TH™ ºπ§O¶∆øÃOÀ
∂˘¯fiÌÂı· ∫·Ï¤˜ ∂ÔÚÙ¤˜ ÛÂ fiÏÔ˘˜!! ∂Î Ì¤ÚÔ˘˜ ÙË˜ ºÈÏÔÙÒ¯Ô˘

Ì·˜ ÚÒÙ· ı· ‹ıÂÏ· Ó· Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙ‹Ûˆ ÙËÓ π·ÙÚfi Grace Cordts ·fi ÙÔ
Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center Ë ÔÔ›· ·ÚÂ˘Ú¤ıË ÂÈ˜ ÙËÓ
Û˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛË Ì·˜ Î·È Ì·˜ Ì›ÏËÛÂ ÌÂ ÙÔ Û¯ÂÙÈÎfi ı¤Ì· «ÁÂÚÓfiÓÙ·˜
Â˘¯¿ÚÈÛÙ·». ∏ ÔÌÈÏ›· ÙË˜ ‹Ù·Ó ÔÏ‡ ÂÓËÌÂÚˆÙÈÎ‹ Î·È ·¿ÓÙËÛÂ ÛÂ
ÔÏÏ¤˜ ÂÚˆÙ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ·fi ÙÈ˜ ·ÚÂ˘ÚÈÛÎfiÌÂÓÂ˜.

∂›ÛË˜ ı· ‹ıÂÏ· Ó· Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙ‹Ûˆ ÙÔÓ Ko πˆ¿ÓÓË ∫ÔÚÔÏfiÁÔ ·fi
ÙÔ Double T Diner Î·ıÒ˜ Î·È ÙÈ˜ Î˘Ú›Â˜ ¡fiÚ· ∫ÂÊ¿Ï· Î·È ™Ù¤ÏÏ·
∫Ô˘Î›‰Ë ‰È· ÙËÓ ÚÔÛÊÔÚ¿ ÙÔ˘ ‰Â›ÓÔ˘ Î·È ÙˆÓ ÁÏ˘ÎÒÓ (ÂÈ‰fiÚÈ·)
ÁÈ· ·˘Ù‹Ó ÙËÓ ‚Ú·‰˘¿.
¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ 1-13 - ™˘ÏÏÔÁ‹ ÂÈ‰ÒÓ ˘ÁÈÂÈÓ‹˜ ‰È· ÙÔ Family Crisis Cen-
ter – Î¤ÓÙÚÔÓ ÔÈÎÔÁÂÓÂÈ·Î‹˜ ÎÚ›ÛÂˆ˜. (¡ÔÌ›˙ˆ fiÙÈ Ë ÔÓÔÌ·Û›· ÙÔ˘
ÂÓÓÔÂ› fiÏÔÓ ÙÔÓ ÛÎÔfiÓ ÙÔ˘.) £· Û˘ÏÏ¤ÁˆÌÂ Û·ÌÔ˘¿Ó ÁÈ· Ù· Ì·ÏÏÈ¿,
Û·Ô‡ÓÈ· ÁÈ· ÙÔ ÛÒÌ·, Ô‰ÔÓÙfi·ÛÙÂ˜, Ô‰ÔÓÙfi‚Ô˘ÚÙÛÂ˜, Û·Ô‡ÓÈ ÁÈ·
ÙÔ Ï‡ÛÈÌÔ ÙˆÓ ÚÔ‡¯ˆÓ, Ì·Ï·ÎÙÈÎfi ÁÈ· Ù· Ì·ÏÏÈ¿ Î·È ÚÔ‡¯·. ∞˘Ù¿
Â›Ó·È ÔÏ‡ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎ¿ Ú¿ÁÌ·Ù· Ô˘ ¯ÚÂÈ¿˙ÔÓÙ·È Î·È
¯ÚËÛÈÌÔÔÈÔ‡ÓÙ·È ÛÙÔ Family Crisis Center, ÙÔ ÔÔ›Ô ÛÙÂÁ¿˙ÂÈ
ÌËÙ¤ÚÂ˜ ÌÂ ·È‰È¿ ·ÎfiÌ· Î·È ‚Ú¤ÊË.
¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ 2 - ™˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛË – 7 ÌÌ.
¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ 3 - £· ¤¯ˆÌÂ Ì›· Â˘¯¿ÚÈÛÙË ‚Ú·‰˘¿ Ô˘ ÔÓÔÌ¿˙ÂÙ·È

«µÚ·‰˘¿ ∂Ífi‰Ô˘ ÙˆÓ ∫˘ÚÈÒÓ» ÂÈ˜ ÙÔ ÂÛÙÈ·ÙfiÚÈÔ Liberatore’s ÛÙÔ
White Marsh. ™·˜ ·Ú·Î·ÏÔ‡ÌÂ Ó· ˘ÔÛÙËÚ›ÍÂÙÂ ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ÛÎÔfi,
‰ÈfiÙÈ fiÏ· Ù· ¤ÛÔ‰· ı· Â›Ó·È ÁÈ· ÙÔ Food Account ÙÔ fiÔÈÔ ·‰ÂÈ¿˙ÂÈ
ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎ¿ ÏfiÁˆ ÙÒÓ ·Ó·ÁÎÒÓ.
¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ 5 - ∂ÛÂÚÈÓfi˜ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘. ¶·Ú·Î·ÏÔ‡ÌÂ ÌËÓ
ÍÂ¯¿ÛÂÙÂ Ó· Ê¤ÚÂÙÂ Ù· ÓËÛÙ‹ÛÈÌ· ÁÏ˘Î¿ Û·˜ Î·È ¿ÏÏ· ÓËÛÙ‹ÛÈÌ·
Ê·ÁËÙ¿ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ‰ÂÍ›ˆÛÈÓ ÌÂÙ¿ ·fi ÙÔÓ ÂÛÂÚÈÓfi. ∂ÂÈ‰‹ Â›Ó·È
™¿‚‚·ÙÔ ‚Ú¿‰˘ ÂÚÈÌ¤ÓˆÌÂ ÔÏ‡ ÎfiÛÌÔ Ó· ¤ÚıÂÈ Ó· ÙÈÌ‹ÛÂÈ ÙÔÓ ÕÁÈÔ
¡ÈÎfiÏ·Ô.
¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ 6 - ¶·Ó‹Á˘ÚÈ˜ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘. √ Î·Ê¤˜ ÌÂÙ¿ ·fi
ÙËÓ £Â›· §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›· ı· ÚÔÛÊÂÚıÂ› ·fi ÙËÓ ºÈÏfiÙˆ¯Ô.
¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ 19 - 12 ÌÌ - 3 ÌÌ. ∆Ô ÂÙ‹ÛÈÔ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘ÁÂÓÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ ∆Û¿˚ ı·
Ï¿‚Ë ¯ÒÚ· ÛÙÔ ∫ÔÈÓÔÙÈÎfi Î¤ÓÙÚÔ (ª·ÚÎ¤Ù·) ‰›Ï· ÛÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·.
™·˜ ÚÔÛÎ·ÏÔ‡ÌÂ Ó· ¤ÚıÂÙÂ Î·È Ó· ·ÔÏ·‡ÛÂÙÂ ¤Ó· Â˘¯¿ÚÈÛÙÔ
·fiÁÂ˘Ì· ÂÛÂ›˜ Î·È ÔÈ Ê›ÏÂ˜ Û·˜. ∂ÂÈ‰‹ Â›Ó·È ÓˆÚ›˜ ÙÔ ·fiÁÂ˘Ì· ı·
¤¯ˆÌÂ ¤Ó· ÂÏ·ÊÚfi ÁÂ‡Ì· ÌÂ ‰È¿ÊÔÚ· Â›‰Ë Û¿ÓÙÔ˘˚Ù˜. ∂›ÛÔ‰Ô˜ $5.
π·ÓÓÔ˘¿ÚÈÔ˜ 6 - ™˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛË – 7 ÌÌ – ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘ÁÂÓÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ ¶¿ÚÙ˘ -
∞ÓÙ·ÏÏ·Á‹ ‰ÒÚˆÓ.
∂ÎÎÏËÛË - ∆Ô Ô›ÎËÌ· ÙË˜ ºÈÏÔÍÂÓ›·˜ ¯ÚÂÈ¿˙ÂÙ·È ‰‡Ô ÙËÏÂÔÚ¿ÛÂÈ˜. ∂¿Ó
Î¿ÔÈÔ˜ ¤¯ÂÈ ÙËÓ Î·Ï‹ ‰È¿ıÂÛË Ó· ‰ˆÚ›ÛÂÈ Ì›· ‰‡Ó·Ù·È Ó· ÂÈÎÔÈÓˆÓ‹ÛÂÈ
ÌÂ ÙËÓ ¶ÚfiÂ‰ÚÔ Î˘Ú›· ∑ˆ‹ ¶ÂÚ‰ÈÎ¿ÎË ÛÙÔ 410-908-1556. ∂›Ó·È ‰ÂÎÙ‹ Î·È
Ë ÂÓ Ì¤ÚÂÈ ‰ˆÚÂ¿ Û·˜, Î·È ı· ÂÎÙÈÌËı‹ ÔÏ‡. ªÔÚÂ›ÙÂ Ó· Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯ÂÙÂ
Î·È ÌÂ ¿ÏÏÔ˘˜ Ê›ÏÔ˘˜ Û·˜ ÛÙËÓ ÚÔÛÊÔÚ¿ Û·˜.

§fiÁˆ ÙË˜ ‰‡ÛÎÔÏË˜ ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ‹˜ Î·Ù·ÛÙ¿ÛÂˆ˜ Ë ÔÔ›· ÂÈÎÚ·ÙÂ›,
¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÔÏÏ¤˜ ÂÚÈÙÒÛÂÈ˜ ·ÓıÚÒˆÓ Ô˘ ˙ËÙÔ‡Ó ‚Ô‹ıÂÈ· ·fi ÙËÓ
ºÈÏfiÙˆ¯Ô, ÁÈ· Ê·ÁËÙfi, ÁÈ· Ê¿ÚÌ·Î·, ÁÈ· ÛÙ¤Á·ÛË, Î·È ¿ÏÏÂ˜ ÔÏ‡
Ï˘ËÚ¤˜ Î·Ù·ÛÙ¿ÛÂÈ˜ ·Ó¿ÁÎË˜. ∂ÁÒ ÚÔÛˆÈÎ¿ ‰ÂÓ Ê·ÓÙ·˙ÔÌÔ˘Ó fiÙÈ
˘¿Ú¯Ô˘Ó ÙfiÛÔÈ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ ÌÂ ÙfiÛÂ˜ ·Ó¿ÁÎÂ˜ ÛÙËÓ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ· Ì·˜.

∆Ô˘˜ ÙÂÏÂ˘Ù·›Ô˘˜ Ì‹ÓÂ˜ Ù· ¤ÛÔ‰· ·fi ‰ˆÚÂ¤˜ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ÏÈÁÔÛÙ¤„ÂÈ
Î·ıÒ˜ Î·È ÔÈ ÂÎ‰ËÏÒÛÂÈ˜ ÙË˜ ºÈÏÔÙÒ¯Ô˘, ÌÂ ·ÔÙ¤ÏÂÛÌ· Ó· ‰›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ
ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚ· ÁÈ· ‚Ô‹ıÂÈ· ·fi fiÙÈ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÂÈÛÚ¿ÍÂÈ. ¢È’·˘ÙfiÓ ÙÔÓ
ÏfiÁÔ Û·˜ ·Â˘ı‡ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ·Ú¿ÎÎÏËÛË, ÙÒÚ· Ô˘ Â›Ó·È ÔÈ ÂÔÚÙ¤˜ ÙˆÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ Ó· ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÙÂ ÙÈ˜ ‰ˆÚÂ¤˜ Û·˜ ÛÙËÓ ºÈÏfiÙˆ¯Ô Û·˜,
ÙËÓ ºÈÏfiÙˆ¯Ô ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘. √È ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ Ô˘ ‚ÔËıÔ‡ÌÂ
Â›Ó·È Â˘ÁÓÒÌÔÓÂ˜ ÁÈ· ¿ÓÙ·.

∫ÔÈÙ¿˙ÔÓÙ·˜ ÌÚÔÛÙ¿ ÛÙÔÓ π·ÓÔ˘¿ÚÈÔ Ì‹Ó·, ·Ú·Î·ÏÔ‡ÌÂ fiˆ˜
ÛËÌÂÈÒÛÂÙÂ ÛÙÔ ËÌÂÚÔÏfiÁÈÔ Û·˜ ÙÔ Bull Roast Ì·˜ ÙÔ ÔÔ›Ô ı· Á›ÓË ÙÔ
™¿‚‚·ÙÔ, π·ÓÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘ 16Ë ÛÙÔ Jimmy’s Seafood. §ÂÙÔÌ¤ÚÈÂ˜ ÛÙÔ
ÂfiÌÂÓÔ ÙÂ˘¯Ô˜ ÙË˜ ∫ÔÈÓÔÓ›·˜. ™·˜ ÚÔÙÚ¤ˆÌÂ Ó· ˘ÔÛÙËÚ›ÍÂÙÂ
·˘Ù‹Ó ÙËÓ ‚Ú·‰˘¿. ∆· ¤ÛÔ‰· ı· ‰È·ÙÂıÔ‡Ó ÛÙÔ ÏÔÁ·ÚÈ·ÛÌfi Ô ÔÔ›Ô˜
¤¯ÂÈ ÔÚÈÛı‹ ‰È¿ ÙÈ˜ ·Ó¿ÁÎÂ˜ ÙË˜ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·˜ Ì·˜.

∂‡¯ÔÌÂ ÛÂ fiÏÔ˘˜ ÀÁÂ›· Î·È ∫·Ï¤˜ ∂ÔÚÙ¤˜!
∑ˆ‹ ¶ÂÚ‰ÈÎ¿ÎË, ¶ÚfiÂ‰ÚÔ˜

PHILOPTOCHOS FUNDRAISER
The St. Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos Society is having a fun filled

evening of dining and holiday shopping. It will take place on December
3, 2009 at Liberatore’s Ristorante in Perry Hall. The cost of the ticket is
$30.00 and it includes a four-course dinner served buffet style.

There will be a variety of vendors ranging from jewelry, food and
décor. For tickets, please call Patty Orfanos at 410-497-5521, Nora
Kefalas at 410-661-2853 or Renee Themelis at 410-790-2775.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
The Sunday school will present a short Christmas Program on Sun-

day, December 20th after church services in the Large Hall. We look for-
ward to having everyone take a break from the holiday rush and remem-
ber about Whom this season is really about. Won’t you join us as you
watch your child/grandchild perform on this beautiful occasion. Coffee
and desserts will be offered. We would also like to remind the parents to
make sure their son/daughter brings a gift to the program so we can send
them to the children at St. Basil’s Academy in Garrison, New York.

Just a reminder that on Sunday, December 27th, we will not be hav-
ing Sunday school classes. Classes will start again on Sunday, January
3rd. We always look forward to seeing everyone in church during this
beautiful time of the year.

We the Sunday school teachers, aides and administration, want to
wish everyone at St. Nicholas a Blessed Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New Year 2010.
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It is hard to believe that we are already into the month of December,
2009 and Thanksgiving is behind us. The Greek School students have
been working diligently on their language skills and if you celebrated
OXI day with us, you would have witnessed firsthand their hard work
and dedication.

In today’s rapidly changing economy, I strongly feel that St. Nicho-
las Greek School is helping to prepare its students for those challenges
ahead. How? By developing a strong sense of self-worth and the confi-
dence in its students so that they know that if they work hard, they can
achieve anything. Also, many of our students, from a very young age,
learn how to present themselves, recite poems, sing and dance in front
of an audience. Our children feel such confidence being out there on
stage with their peers, and performing, which we cannot take for
granted. Many of us, however, do take for granted that a majority of our
parishioners are bilingual. But just walk outside the doors of St. Nicho-
las Greek Orthodox Church and you will encounter children struggling
to speak, read and write English in our schools today.

A study completed by the Georgia Department of Education, showed
that children in the third grade, who took a second language, when tested
for language proficiency were making significant progress toward the
goal of becoming fluent users. Those same students were exceeding ex-
pectations in their ability to comprehend and speak the languages they
were learning. Furthermore, the study found that those same students
scored significantly higher on the math portion of tests than students not
learning a second language. The study went even further and compared
high school students SAT-verbal scores of students who had taken four
or five years of foreign language to those students who had taken four
or five years of any other subject and found the first groups SAT-verbal
scores were higher. The study also showed that students from lower so-
cioeconomic backgrounds, but took a foreign language, performed just
as well on their SAT-verbal scores as their more fortunate peers.

What is the conclusion? Simple: learning a foreign language helps our
children to succeed not just in school today, but in the years to come. In
today’s job market and in the future, there will be more job opportuni-
ties for the children and young adults who can read, write and speak two
languages.

So, is it a sacrifice for our parents to drive from their home in White
Marsh, Perry Hall, Pasadena or Towson to St. Nicholas Greek School?
You bet, but those parents understand that children need friendly com-
petition to succeed and a network of Greek friends to support their goals
and desires. As the world pushes us to Americanize, these parents real-
ize the importance of preserving our Greek culture and language. And
thus, the drive through the rain, traffic and sunny days is worth it; espe-
cially when your child takes pride in being able to speak, read and write
Greek fluently upon their graduation from St. Nicholas Greek School.

TRIP TO THE WALTER’S ART MUSEUM
ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH
Heroes: Mortals and Myths in Ancient Greece.

On Sunday, December 6th after church services, travel back in time
with the Walter’s Art Museum and join us for a private guided tour of
the exhibit, Heroes: Mortals and Myths in Ancient Greece. Explore the
role of heroes in society with over 100 works of art, an interactive quiz
and life-size shrine. The St. Nicholas Greek School is sponsoring two pri-
vate 1-hour guided tours for children, their parents and other adults. Ad-
mission is free into the Walter’s Art Museum and transportation is be-
ing provided at no cost to our parishioners. Seating on the bus is limited,
so please sign-up at the church. A sign-up sheet has been clearly provided
on the table in the atrium. Any questions please contact Nancy
Anastasiades at 410-337-7180 or email her at demos@comcast.net. The
following is an itinerary of the day’s events.

Itinerary
12:00 pm - 12:20 pm Lunch (on your own); Students/Families should bring their

own lunch to eat at the church or on the Yellow bus. Trash
bags will be provided on the bus as well as water bottles and
snacks.

12:20 pm - 12:40 pm Board Yellow Bus for the Walter’s Art Gallery outside of
St. Nicholas Church. Drive to Walter’s Art Gallery. (5 miles,
approximately 14 minutes)

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm Heroes: Mortals and Myths in Ancient Greece. Private Tour
for St. Nicholas children and their parents/chaperones. Free
Time for Adult Group. Adults may tour the other exhibits or
have a bite to eat at the Museum Café or visit the Museum
Shop.

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm Heroes: Mortals and Myths in Ancient Greece. Private Tour
for St. Nicholas Adult Members. Free Time for St. Nicholas
children; may tour the rest of the Museum or play at the
Family Art Center, which offers hand-on art activities for
school children and families alike.

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm Board Bus for Return to St. Nicholas Church; Drive to St.
Nicholas Church for conclusion of program. (5 miles, ap-
proximately 14 minutes)

ST. NICHOLAS NAME DAY SERVICES
On Saturday, December 5th at 7 pm, Vespers will be celebrated along

with visiting priests from our sister parishes. Join us for this beautiful
service as we sing praises and hymns to our patron saint, Saint Nicholas
Archbishop of Myra in Lycia. Following the vespers, a reception hosted
by our Ladies Philoptochos Society, will follow in the large hall. Every-
one is welcome to attend. If possible, please bring a dessert or nistisimo
dish for the reception.

On Sunday, December 6th, the services will begin at 8:45 am with
Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am. Coffee and dessert
Reception will follow and once be hosted by the Philoptochos Society.

Troparion: A model of faith and the image of gentleness, the example
of your life has shown you forth to your sheepfold to be a master of
temperance. You obtained thus through being lowly, gifts from on
high, and riches through poverty. Nicholas, our Father and our Hier-
arch, intercede with Christ our God that He may save our souls.

ª∂°∞™ ∂™¶∂ƒπ¡O™ ∞°πOÀ ¡π∫O§∞OÀ
∆Ô ™¿‚‚·ÙÔ, 5 ¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ ÛÙÈ˜ 7 Ì.Ì. ı· Á›ÓÂÈ Ô ª¤Á·˜ ∂ÛÂÚÈÓÔ˜

ÙË˜ ¶·Ú·ÌÔÓ‹˜ ÙË˜ ÂÔÚÙ‹˜ ÙÔ˘ ¶ÚÔÛÙ¿ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ÙË˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿˜
Ì·˜, ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘. £· ¯ÔÚÔÛÙ·Ù‹ÛÔ˘Ó fiÏÔÈ ÔÈ √Úıfi‰ÔÍÔÈ πÂÚÂ›˜
ÙË˜ ¶ÂÚÈÊÂÚÂ›·˜ Ì·˜. ¶·Ú·Î·ÏÂ›ÛÙÂ Ó· Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯ÂÙÂ ÛÙËÓ ∞ÎÔÏÔ˘ı›·,
fiÔ˘ ı· „·ÏÏÔ‡Ó ˆÚ·ÈfiÙ·ÙÔÈ ‡ÌÓÔÈ Î·È ÚÔÛÂ˘¯¤˜ ÚÔ˜ ÙÔÓ
∞Ú¯ÈÂ›ÛÎÔÔ ª‡ÚˆÓ ÙË˜ §˘Î›·˜. √È Î˘Ú›Â˜ ÙË˜ ºÈÏÔÙÒ¯Ô˘ ÙË˜
∂ÓÔÚ›·˜ Ì·˜ ı· ·Ú·ı¤ÛÔ˘Ó ¢ÂÍ›ˆÛË ÁÈ· fiÏÔ˘˜ ÛÙËÓ ∫ÔÈÓÔÙÈÎ‹
∞›ıÔ˘Û· ÌÂÙ¿ ÙÔ ¤Ú·˜ ÙË˜ ∞ÎÔÏÔ˘ı›·˜. ªÔÚÂ›ÙÂ Ó· Ê¤ÚÂÙÂ Î·È
ÂÛÂ›˜ ÙÔ ÓËÛÙ‹ÛÈÌÔ ÁÏ‡ÎÈÛÌ¿ Û·˜ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ¢ÂÍ›ˆÛË.

∆ËÓ ∫˘ÚÈ·Î‹, 6 ¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ Ô ŸÚıÚÔ˜ ı· ·Ú¯›ÛÂÈ ÛÙÈ˜ 8:45 Î·È Ë
£Â›· §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›· ÛÙÈ˜ 10:00 .Ì. ªÂÙ¿ ÙËÓ £Â›· §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›· ÔÈ Î˘Ú›Â˜
ÙË˜ ºÈÏÔÙÒ¯Ô˘ ı· ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔ˘Ó ÁÏ˘Î¿, Î·Ê¤ Î·È ·Ó·¯˘ÎÙÈÎ¿ ÛÂ
fiÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ·ÚÂ˘ÚÈÛÎÔÌ¤ÓÔ˘˜.

∆ÚÔ·ÚÈÒÓ - ∫·ÓfiÓ· ›ÛÙÂˆ˜ Î·È ÂÈÎfiÓ· Ú·fiÙËÙÔ˜, ÂÁÎÚ·ÙÂ›·˜
‰È‰¿ÛÎ·ÏÔÓ ·Ó¤‰ÂÈÍ¤ ÛÂ ÙË Ô›ÌÓË ÛÔ˘ Ë ÙˆÓ Ú·ÁÌ¿ÙˆÓ ·Ï‹ıÂÈ·,
¢È· ÙÔ‡ÙÔ ÂÎÙ‹Ûˆ ÙË Ù·ÂÈÓÒÛÂÈ Ù· ˘„˘Ï¿, ÙË Ùˆ¯Â›· Ù·
ÏÔ‡ÛÈ·, ¶¿ÙÂÚ πÂÚ¿Ú¯· ¡ÈÎfiÏ·Â, Ú¤Û‚Â˘Â ÃÚÈÛÙÒ Ùˆ ıÂÒ,
Ûˆı‹Ó·È Ù·˜ „˘¯¿˜ ËÌÒÓ.

PLATEIA FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE UPDATE
THRU OCTOBER 31, 2009

For your information since October 13, 2006, we have raised
$1,203,246.36 and spent $1,040,680.47. During Loan Payoff, Phase 1,
which ended August 6, 2007, we raised $945,761.46 and spent
$849,373.52. During the Master Plan Design, Phase 2, we raised
$257,484.90 and spent $191,306.95.

We have a detailed design, including material and equipment specifi-
cations. Current estimate to complete ONLY the first floor according
to the design specifications is about $1.2 million.

We have $162,665.89 in available funds, we project about $300,000
in receivable and we’re in the process of securing a loan for $500,000.00.

For us to complete the first floor and to begin generating some posi-
tive cash flow, additional funds must be raised. As you stuff the stock-
ings on your holiday list with year-end tax deductible gifts, please don’t
forget the Saint Nicholas Plateia Fundraising Committee.

We thank you and wish you “a Joyous Christmas and a Healthy New
Year!”

The Plateia Committee
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¶ÚÔ˜ ÂÓËÌ¤ÚˆÛ‹ Û·˜ ı¤ÏÔ˘ÌÂ Ó· Û·˜ ÁÓˆÚ›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ ·fi ÙÈ˜ 13
√ÎÙˆ‚Ú›Ô˘, 2006, ¤¯Ô˘Ó ÂÈÛÚ·¯ıÂ› $1,203,246.36 ÂÎ ÙˆÓ ÔÔ›ˆÓ
¤¯Ô˘Ó ‰··ÓËıÂ› $1,040,680.47. ∆Ô ÚÒÙÔ ¶Ï¿ÓÔ Û˘ÌÏËÚÒıËÎÂ
fiÙ·Ó ÂÍÔÊÏ‹Û·ÌÂ ÙÔ ¢¿ÓÂÈÔ, ÛÙÈ˜ 6 ∞˘ÁÔ‡ÛÙÔ˘, 2007, ‹ÙÔÈ
ÂÈÛÚ¿Í·ÌÂ $945,761.46 Î·È ÍÔ‰¤„·ÌÂ $849,373.52. ™˘ÓÂ¯›Û·ÌÂ ÌÂ ÙÔ
2Ô ¶Ï¿ÓÔ Î·È ÂÛÚ¿Í·ÌÂ ÙÔ ÔÛfiÓ ÙˆÓ $257,484.90, ÂÎ ÙˆÓ ÔÔ›ˆÓ
¯ÚËÌ¿ÙˆÓ ÍÔ‰¤„·ÌÂ $191,306.95.

À¿Ú¯ÂÈ ÏÂÙÔÌÂÚ¤˜ Û¯Â‰È¿ÁÚ·ÌÌ·, Ô˘ ÂÚÈÏ·Ì‚¿ÓÂÈ ˘ÏÈÎ¿ Î·È
ÏÂÙÔÌÂÚ‹ ‰È·Ê¿ÓÂÈ· ÂÍfi‰ˆÓ, Ô˘ ˘ÔÏÔÁ›˙ÂÈ ÙËÓ ·ÔÂÚ¿ÙˆÛË ÙÔ˘
ÚÒÙÔ˘ ª√¡√¡ ÔÚfiÊÔ˘, Ô ÔÔ›Ô˜ ı· ÎÔÛÙ›ÛÂÈ Û‡ÌÊˆÓ· ¿ÓÙ· ÌÂ
ÙÔ Û¯¤‰ÈÔ $1.2 ÂÎ·ÙÔÌ‡ÚÈÔ ¢ÔÏÏ¿ÚÈ·.

∆Ô ÔÛfiÓ Ô˘ ‰È·ı¤ÙÔ˘ÌÂ Û‹ÌÂÚ· ·Ó¤Ú¯ÂÙ·È ÛÙÈ˜ $162,665.89,
˘ÔÏÔÁ›˙Ô˘ÌÂ Ó· Ï¿‚Ô˘ÌÂ ÂÚ›Ô˘ $300,000, Î·È Â›ÛË˜ ‚ÚÈÛÎfiÌ·ÛÙÂ
ÛÙÈ˜ ‰È·‰ÈÎ·Û›Â˜ Ó· ¿ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ‰¿ÓÂÈÔ $500,000.

∏ ¿Ô„‹ Ì·˜ Â›Ó·È Ó· ÙÂÏÂÈÒÛÂÈ Ô ÚÒÙÔ˜ fiÚÔÊÔ˜, ÁÈ· Ó·
·Ú¯›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ó· ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ¤Ó· ÛÙ·ıÂÚfi ÂÈÛfi‰ËÌ·, ·ÏÏ¿ ÁÈ· Ó· Êı¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ
ÛÙÔ ÛËÌÂ›Ô ·˘Ùfi ¯ÚÂÈ¿˙ÔÓÙ·È ÎÈ ¿ÏÏ· ¯Ú‹Ì·Ù·. ∫·ıÒ˜ ÏÔÈfiÓ ı·
ÂÙÔÈÌ¿˙ÂÙÂ Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘ÁÂÓÓÈ¿ÙÈÎ· ¢ÒÚ· Û·˜, ÛÙÔÓ Î·Ù¿ÏÔÁÔ ÙˆÓ
‰ÒÚˆÓ Ô˘ ı· Î·Ù·ÏÔÁ›ÛÂÙÂ ÛÙËÓ ºÔÚÔÏÔÁÈÎ‹ Û·˜ ‰‹ÏˆÛË, ÌËÓ
ÍÂ¯¿ÛÂÙÂ Ó· Û˘ÌÂÚÈÏ¿‚ÂÙÂ ÙËÓ ¢ˆÚÂ¿ Û·˜ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ¶Ï·ÙÂ›· ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘
¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘.

™·˜ Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ Î·È Û·˜ Â˘¯fiÌ·ÛÙÂ «Ã·ÚÔ‡ÌÂÓ· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·
Î·È ÌÂ ÀÁÂ›· Ô ∫·ÈÓÔ‡ÚÁÈÔ˜ ÃÚfiÓÔ˜!»

∂Î ÙË˜ ∂ÈÙÚÔ‹˜.

RHODIAN SOCIETY OF MARYLAND “DIAGORAS”
Diagoras once again presents “Breakfast with Santa” on Saturday,

December 12th from 10 am to 1 pm at St. Nicholas Church Fellowship
Hall in the Market Place. Breakfast treats, crafts; gifts and a picture with
Santa await all who attend. All children 12 and under from St. Nicholas
church and our surrounding sister parishes are welcome to attend. Please
R.S.V.P. to Maria Angelou at 443-865-0851 or e-mail
diagoras3@msn.com to let us know how many children to expect so we
can plan accordingly.

For information on what is happening and any upcoming events
within the Diagoras organization, you can visit our web site at
www.diagorasmd.org.
✁

DONATE A POINSETTIA FOR THE
CHURCH AND PLACE YOUR NAME IN THE

2009 COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD
Once again you have the opportunity to help beautify our

church during the upcoming Holiday season by buying a
beautiful Christmas Poinsettia. The cost is still $20 per plant.

Also, if you want to include your family name in the 2009
Community Christmas Card, simply complete the form below
and return it to the church office by December 6th. The cost
for the card is $20.

Please specify your choice below and fill out the form by
checking the box of your choice and/or choices. Please include
your donation. Thank you very much.

NAME _______________________________

ADDRESS ____________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP_______________________

PHONE ______________________________

� POINSETTIAS (#_____) $ _____________

� COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD $ _______

The Board and all the members of Diagoras wish to extend to every-
one a Merry and Blessed Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year
2010.

“COME AND SEE”... WHAT STEWARDSHIP IS ABOUT!
When Jesus called His disciples, we read that

Philip brought Nathaniel to Jesus, telling him to
“Come and See.” We also read in the New Testa-
ment of the Samaritan Woman at the well who left
her bucket and went to tell the people to “Come
and See...”

We extend this same invitation to you to Come
and See the world as God’s gift to you. We are not
owners but only stewards of God’s many blessings.
In the words of Gregory the Theologian, “…how-
ever much you bring to him, always more remains. Nor will you give
anything that is your own; for all things flow from God (Or 14.22).”

Come and See what the Church can become with your time, talent
and treasure dedicated to the Lord’s ministries. Our parish will become
more than we ever imagined — not maintaining ministries, but growing
ministries made possible by your support.

Come and See God work through your talents, skills and experience,
as well as your financial support. Your offering to Christ and His Church
can do as much as you empower it to do. We give to Christ and His
Church not according to our means but according to our love for Him.

Stewardship is an opportunity to examine our priorities and values,
to express our thankfulness, to give of ourselves and to grow in grace. It
allows us to participate in the work of God. Come and see what we can
do together with your support.

Please give prayerful consideration to the commitment you are mak-
ing for your Stewardship pledge for 2010. A check mailed to the church
is meaningless unless it is accompanied by your presence, by your will-
ingness to serve, by your prayers, and by your commitment. Giving is
not a substitute for commitment - it is an expression of your commit-
ment. “Come and see the works of God, He is awesome” (Psalm 66:5).

The Stewardship Committee would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone who attended the program and luncheon last month.
Once again, we thank all the volunteers who took the time to speak ei-
ther in church or downstairs at the short program. Also we extend our
appreciation and Thanks to those who prepared and served the food, to
our donors, to our Greek School Teachers, and to Fr. Michael.

Yours in Christ,
The Stewardship Committee

«∂§∞∆∂ ¡∞ π¢∂π∆∂»…
∆π ∂π¡∞π ∏ ∂£∂§O¡∆π∫∏ ¶ƒO™ºOƒ∞

ŸÙ·Ó Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ Î¿ÏÂÛÂ ÙÔ˘˜ ·ÔÛÙfiÏÔ˘˜ ∆Ô˘, ‰È·‚¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ Ô
º›ÏÈÔ˜ ¤ÊÂÚÂ Ì·˙› ÙÔ˘ ÙÔÓ ¡·ı·Ó·‹Ï ÛÙÔÓ πËÛÔ‡, Ï¤ÁÔÓÙ¿˜ ÙÔ˘
«¤Ï· Ó· È‰Â›˜». ∂›ÛË˜ ‰È·‚¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÛÙËÓ ∫·ÈÓ‹ ¢È·ı‹ÎË ÁÈ· ÙËÓ
™·Ì·Ú›ÙÈ‰· Ô˘ ‚ÚÈÛÎfiÙ·Ó ÛÙÔ ËÁ¿‰È, Ë ÔÔ›· ¿ÊËÛÂ ÙËÓ ÛÙ¿ÌÓ·
ÙË˜ Î·È ¤ÙÚÂÍÂ Ó· ÂÈ ÛÙÔ ÎfiÛÌÔ «ÂÏ¿ÙÂ Ó· È‰Â›ÙÂ...»

™Ù¤ÏÔ˘ÌÂ Î·È ÂÌÂ›˜ ÌÂ ÙË ÛÂÈÚ¿ Ì·˜ ÙÔ ›‰ÈÔ ÚÔÛÎÏËÙ‹ÚÈÔ ÛÂ ÂÛ¿˜,
Ó· ¤ÏıÂÙÂ Ó· È‰Â›ÙÂ ÙÔÓ ÎfiÛÌÔ ̂ ˜ ‰ÒÚÔ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡ ÛÂ ÂÛ¿˜. ¢ÂÓ Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ
È‰ÈÔÎÙ‹ÙÂ˜ ·ÏÏ¿ ·ÏÔ› ÔÈÎÔÓfiÌÔÈ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡. ™Ù· ÏfiÁÈ· ÙÔ˘ °ÚËÁÔÚ›Ô˘
ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔÏfiÁÔ˘, «....fiÌˆ˜ fiÛÔ ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚ· ÙÔ˘ ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÙÂ, ¿ÓÙ·
ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚ· ·ÔÌ¤ÓÔ˘Ó. √‡ÙÂ fi,ÙÈ ‰›ÓÂÙÂ Â›Ó·È ‰ÈÎ¿ Û·˜, ‰ÈfiÙÈ fiÏ·
Ù· ·Á·ı¿ ÚÔ¤Ú¯ÔÓÙ·È ·fi ÙÔ £Âfi (OÚ 14.22).»

∂Ï¿ÙÂ Ó· ‰Â›ÙÂ ÙÈ ÌÔÚÂ› Ó· Î¿ÓÂÈ Ë ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· fiÙ·Ó ‰È·ı¤ÛÂÙÂ ÙÔ
¯ÚfiÓÔ Û·˜, ÙÔ Ù·Ï¤ÓÙÔ Û·˜ Î·È ÙËÓ ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ‹ Û·˜ ÂÓ›Û¯˘ÛË ÚÔ˜ ÙÈ˜
‰È¿ÊÔÚÂ˜ ·ÔÛÙÔÏ¤˜ ÙÔ˘ ∫˘Ú›Ô˘. ∏ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿ Ì·˜ ı· Á›ÓÂÈ ÔÏ‡
Î·ÏÏ›ÙÂÚË ·fi fiÙÈ Ê·ÓÙ¿˙ÂÛÙÂ, fi¯È ÌfiÓÔ Ó· ‰È·ÙËÚÔ‡ÓÙ·È Ù·
˘¿Ú¯ÔÓÙ· ÚÔÁÚ¿ÌÌ·Ù·, ·ÏÏ¿ Ó· ·Ó·Ù‡ÛÛÔÓÙ·È Î·Ù¿ ÔÏ‡, ̄ ¿ÚÈ˜
ÛÙË ‰ÈÎ‹ Û·˜ ˘ÔÛÙ‹ÚÈÍË.

∂Ï¿ÙÂ Ó· È‰Â›ÙÂ ÙÔ ¤ÚÁÔ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡ ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ ‰ÈÎ¤˜ Û·˜ ÂÈ‰ÂÍÈfiÙËÙÂ˜,
Ù·Ï¤ÓÙ· Î·È ÂÌÂÈÚ›Â˜, Î·È ÌÂ ÙËÓ ‰ÈÎ‹ Û·˜ ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ‹ ̆ ÔÛÙ‹ÚÈÍË. ∏
ÚÔÛÊÔÚ¿ Û·˜ ÚÔ˜ ÙÔÓ ÃÚÈÛÙfi Î·È ÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· ∆Ô˘ ÌÔÚÔ‡Ó Ó·
·Ô‰ÒÛÔ˘Ó fiÛ· ÂÛÂ›˜ ÂÍÔ˘ÛÈÔ‰ÔÙÂ›ÙÂ Ó· Á›ÓÔ˘Ó. ¶ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ÛÙÔ
ÃÚÈÛÙfi Î·È ÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· ∆Ô˘ fi¯È Û‡ÌÊˆÓ· ÌÂ Ù· fiÛ· ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ·ÏÏ¿
Û‡ÌÊˆÓ· ÌÂ ÙËÓ ·Á¿Ë ÚÔ˜ ∂ÎÂ›ÓÔÓ.
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COMMUNITY NEWS  -  ∫Oπ¡O∆π∫∞ ¡∂A
∏ ∂ıÂÏÔÓÙÈÎ‹ ¶ÚÔÛÊÔÚ¿ Â›Ó·È ÌÈ· Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· Ó· ÂÍÂÙ¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÈ˜

ÚÔÙÂÚ·ÈfiÙËÙ¤˜ Ì·˜ Î·È ÙÈ˜ ·Í›Â˜ Ì·˜, Ó· ÂÎÊÚ¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙ›Â˜
Ì·˜, Î·È Ó· ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ÌÂ ÙËÓ Î·Ú‰È¿ Ì·˜. ª·˜ ÂÈÙÚ¤ÂÈ Ó·
Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¿Û¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÛÙÔ ¤ÚÁÔ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡. ∂Ï¿ÙÂ Ó· È‰Â›ÙÂ ÙÈ ÌÔÚÔ‡ÌÂ Ó·
ÊÙÈ¿ÍÔ˘ÌÂ fiÏÔÈ Ì·˙› ÌÂ ÙËÓ ˘ÔÛÙ‹ÚÈÍ‹ Û·˜.

™·˜ ·Ú·Î·ÏÔ‡ÌÂ Ó· ÛÎÂÊÙÂ›ÙÂ ÛÔ‚·Ú¿ ÚÈÓ Û˘ÌÏËÚÒÛÂÙÂ ÙËÓ
Î¿ÚÙ· ÙË˜ ∂ıÂÏÔÓÙÈÎ‹˜ Û·˜ ¶ÚÔÛÊÔÚ¿˜ ÁÈ· ÙÔ 2010. ∞Ó
Ù·¯˘‰ÚÔÌ‹ÛÂÙÂ ÙËÓ ÂÈÙ·Á‹ Û·˜ ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· Â›Ó·È ·ÓÒÊÂÏÔ ¯ˆÚ›˜
ÙËÓ ·ÚÔ˘Û›· Û·˜, ¯ˆÚ›˜ ÙËÓ ÚÔı˘Ì›· Û·˜ Ó· ˘ËÚÂÙ‹ÛÂÙÂ ÙÔ £Âfi,
¯ˆÚ›˜ ÙËÓ ÚÔÛÂ˘¯‹ Û·˜, Î·È ¯ˆÚ›˜ ÙËÓ ˘fiÛ¯ÂÛ‹ Û·˜. ∏ ‰ˆÚÂ¿ ‰ÂÓ
Â›Ó·È ÙÔ ˘ÔÎ·Ù¿ÛÙ·ÙÔ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ˘fiÛ¯ÂÛË - Â›ÓaÈ ÌÈ· ¤ÎÊÚ·ÛË ÙË˜
˘fiÛ¯ÂÛË˜. «∂Ï¿ÙÂ Ó· È‰Â›ÙÂ Ù· ¤ÚÁ· ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡, Â›Ó·È ÊÔ‚ÂÚfi˜»…

∏ ∂ÈÙÚÔ‹ ÙË˜ ∂ıÂÏÔÓÙÈÎ‹˜ ¶ÚÔÛÊÔÚ¿˜ ı¿ıÂÏÂ ÂãÂ˘Î·ÈÚ›· Ó·
Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙ‹ÛÂÈ fiÏÔ˘˜ Ô˘ ·ÚÂ˘Ú¤ıËÛ·Ó ÛÙÔ ÚfiÁÚ·ÌÌ· Î·È ÙÔ ÁÂ‡Ì·
ÙÔÓ ÂÚ·ÛÌ¤ÓÔ Ì‹Ó·. °È· ÌÈ· ÊÔÚ¿ ·ÎfiÌË Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ fiÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜
ÂıÂÏÔÓÙ¤˜ Ô˘ Ì›ÏËÛ·Ó Î·È ÛÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· Î·È ÛÙË ∫ÔÈÓÔÙÈÎ‹
·›ıÔ˘Û· Î·Ù¿ ÙË ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙÔ˘ Û‡ÓÙÔÌÔ˘ ÚÔÁÚ¿ÌÌ·ÙÔ˜. ∂›ÛË˜
ı¤ÏÔ˘ÌÂ Ó· ÂÂÎÙÂ›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙ›Â˜ Ì·˜ Î·È ÙËÓ ÂÎÙ›ÌËÛ‹ Ì·˜ ÛÂ
fiÏÔ˘˜ ÂÎÂ›ÓÔ˘˜ Ô˘ ‰ÒÚËÛ·Ó Î·È ÂÙÔ›Ì·Û·Ó Ù· Ê·ÁËÙ¿ Î·È ÂÎÂ›ÓÔ˘˜
Ô˘ Ù· Û¤Ú‚ÈÚ·Ó, ÛÙÈ˜ ‰·ÛÎ¿ÏÂ˜ ÙÔ˘ ∂ÏÏËÓÈÎÔ‡ Ì·˜ ™¯ÔÏÂ›Ô˘ Î·È
Ù¤ÏÔ˜ ÛÙÔÓ ¶·Ù¤Ú· ªÈ¯·‹Ï.

ªÂ ÙËÓ ÂÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÒ ∞Á¿Ë
∞fi ÙËÓ ∂ÈÙÚÔ‹ ÙË˜ ∂ıÂÏÔÓÙÈÎ‹˜ ¶ÚÔÛÊÔÚ¿˜.

PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE
The concept of the Parish Life Committee is to help prevent sched-

uling conflicts of the Church Social Halls, and it works. It can only work
flawlessly when we all share that same concept. That is why it is neces-
sary for each Organization of the Church to have a representative at
each meeting, which is held on the first Thursday of each month.

The next PLC meeting will take place on Thursday, December 3,
2009 at 7 pm. Hope to see all organizations represented.

If you need to get in touch with me, here is my new e-mail address:
jimmydemetrie@verizon.net.

Jimmy S. Kosmas, Chairman
GREEKTOWN CDC
A message from John E. Gavrilis, CEO

The Eastern Underpass mural is finally complete! We can now all
enjoy the Greek dancers, Greek priest, church, and Greek themed col-
ors welcoming people into Greektown. This is just another positive step
in our revitalization process in keeping our community a destination.
The Greektown CDC is currently focused on a large scale Greek themed
development that will compliment the recent aesthetic improvements
to our underpass and City streets.

We understand the difficulties people are having paying bills and sav-
ing energy. The Greektown CDC has partnered with many organiza-
tions and city agencies whose mission is to help residents earn benefits
and provide resources. The Baltimore Cash Campaign is located at the
Southeast CDC and can be helpful to those in need. Please feel free to
call them at 410-342-3234, ext 22 for assistance. Feel free to call the
Greektown CDC at 410-327-3306 if you have any questions.

Please remember to call 911 and 311 for all crime related instances
and spread the word to your fellow parishioners to dial immediately
when witnessing an incident. This includes reporting any illegal dump-
ing and loitering as soon as you witness any occurrence. Please remem-
ber to check on your elderly neighbors these cold months. The
Greektown CDC wishes everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. Xronia Polla!

John E. Gavrilis

Mark your calendars for the 57th Annual

Saint Nicholas Name Day Banquet
and Family Holiday Celebration

on Saturday, December 12, 2009

8:00PM - 2:00AM

Large Social Hall

Pikilia mezzedakia will be served - Cash Bar

 Music by Dionysos from New York

Donation will be $40.00 per person

Seats are limited to first come first serve

Chairmen for this event are

Taki Papadopoulos and Yianni Sfakianoudis

For table reservations, call the church office at 410-633-5020

ÃOƒO∂™¶∂ƒπ¢∞ ∂¶π ∆∏ O¡Oª∞™∆π∫∏ ∂Oƒ∆∏ ∞°πOÀ ¡π∫O§∞OÀ
  ∏ 57ÙË ÂÙ‹ÛÈ· ÃÔÚÔÛÂÚ›‰· ÙË˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿˜ Ì·˜ ı· Á›ÓÂÈ ÛÙÈ˜ 12
¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘, ÛÙË ∫ÔÈÓÔÙÈÎ‹ ·›ıÔ˘Û·, ·fi 8:00 Ì.Ì. ¤ˆ˜ 2:00  .Ì.  ∆ÈÌ‹
ÂÈÛÈÙËÚ›Ô˘ $40 ÙÔ ¿ÙÔÌÔ. ™ÙË ÙÈÌ‹ Û˘ÌÂÚÈÏ·Ì‚¿ÓÔÓÙ·È ÔÈÎÈÏ›·
ÌÂ˙Â‰¿ÎÈ·, Î·È ÌÔ˘ÛÈÎ‹ ·fi ÙËÓ √Ú¯‹ÛÙÚ· ÙË˜ ¡¤·˜ ÀfiÚÎË˜,
¢π√¡À™√™.  ¶ÏËÚÒÓÂÙÂ ÙÔ ÔÙfi Û·˜. √ ·ÚÈıÌfi˜ ÙˆÓ ı¤ÛÂˆÓ Â›Ó·È
ÂÚÈÔÚÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ˜ ÁÈ ·˘Ùfi ·Ú·Î·ÏÂ›ÛÙÂ Ó· ÎÏÂ›ÛÂÙÂ ÙÈ˜ ı¤ÛÂÈ˜ Û·˜
ÂÁÎ·›Úˆ˜ ÙËÏÂÊˆÓÒÓÙ·˜ ÛÙÔ ∫ÔÈÓÔÙÈÎfi °Ú·ÊÂ›Ô 410-633-5050 ‹
ÛÙÔ˘˜ ˘Â˘ı‡ÓÔ˘˜ Î. ∆¿ÎË ¶··‰fiÔ˘ÏÔ Î·È Î. °È¿ÓÓË
™Ê·ÎÈ·ÓÔ‡‰Ë.

KOINONIA E-MAILED DIRECTLY TO YOU
If you wish to receive the Koinonia via e-mail instead of waiting for a

hard paper copy to arrive in your mailbox, then this application is for you.
Many churches have already changed on how their parishioners view their
bulletins, monthly newsletters and some general correspondence. We are
doing our best to try to keep the cost of printing and mailing the Koinonia
to our many parishioners and readers to a minimum. One way to do this is
to get the Koinonia directly to you via e-mail. If you still don’t have access
to a computer, we will continue to mail it to you.

Please take the time to complete the application form and bring it to the
church office. Or, simply e-mail your intent that you want to receive the
Koinonia via Internet to msalpeas@stnicholasmd.org. Please make sure
you include in your e-mail your name, address and a phone number where
you can be reached in case there are any questions.
∂ÈÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÚÔÛÔ¯‹ fiÏˆÓ ÙˆÓ ÌÂÏÒÓ Ì·˜

µÚÈÛÎfiÌ·ÛÙÂ ÛÂ ÌÈ· ÂÔ¯‹ ̆ „ËÏ‹˜ ∆Â¯ÓÔÏÔÁ›·˜ Î·È ÁÈ· ÙÔ ÏfiÁˆ ·˘Ùfi
˙ËÙÔ‡ÌÂ ·fi ÂÛ¿˜, Ù· Ì¤ÏË ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘, Ó· Ì·˜ ÁÓˆÛÙÔÔÈ‹ÛÂÙÂ
ÙË ∏ÏÂÎÙÚÔÓÈÎ‹ Û·˜ ‰ÈÂ‡ı˘ÓÛË, ·Ó ¤¯ÂÙÂ, ‰ÈfiÙÈ ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ÙÚfiÔ ·˘Ùfi ı·
·›ÚÓÂÙÂ fiÏË ÙËÓ ·ÏÏËÏÔÁÚ·Ê›· ÙË˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜ Ì·˜ Û˘ÓÙÔÌÒÙÂÚ· Î·È ‰ÂÓ
ı· ˘¿Ú¯ÂÈ ÙÔ ÎfiÛÙÔ˜ ÙˆÓ Ù·¯˘‰ÚÔÌÈÎÒÓ. ¶·Ú·Î·ÏÂ›ÛÙÂ ÏÔÈfiÓ Ó·
Û˘ÌÏËÚÒÛÂÙÂ ÙÔ Î¿ÙˆıÈ ¤ÓÙ˘Ô, Î·È Ó· ÙÔ ·Ú·‰ÒÛÂÙÂ ÛÙÔ ∫ÔÈÓÔÙÈÎfi
°Ú·ÊÂ›Ô ‹ Ó· ÙÔ Ù·¯˘‰ÚÔÌ‹ÛÂÙÂ.

APPLICATION FORM FOR CHURCH PUBLICATIONS

NAME/√¡√ª∞: ___________________________________

ADDRESS/¢π∂À£À¡™∏:____________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: _________________________________

HOME PHONE/∆∏§∂ºø¡√: ________________________

CELL PHONE/∫π¡∏∆√: ____________________________

E-MAIL: __________________________________________

(   )  YES - I would like to receive the Koinonia and any future
mailings from St. Nicholas church via my e-mail shown
above. £¿ıÂÏ· Ó· Ï·‚·›Óˆ ÙËÓ ·ÏÏËÏÔÁÚ·Ê›· Î·È ÙËÓ
∫√π¡√¡π∞ ÙË˜ ∂ÎÎÏË˜›·˜ ÌÔ˘ ÌÂ  e-mail.

(   )  NO - I do not have an e-mail address.  Please continue to mail
me the Koinonia and other correspondence at the ad-
dress shown above. ¢ÂÓ ¤¯ˆ e-mail. ¡· Û˘ÓÂ¯ÈÛÙÂ› Ë
·ÏÏËÏÔÁÚ·Ê›· Ù·¯˘‰ÚÔÌÈÎÒ˜.
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STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES FOR 2009
MRS AGAPALOGLOU- ELENI
MR/MRS AHLADIOTIS JOHN & EFFIE
MR/MRS ALEXANDRATOS ECTOR
MR ANAGNOS CONSTANTINE
MR/MRS ANDERSON EMANUEL P JR
MR/MRS ANGELOS JOHN & IRENE
DR/MRS ANGELOU JOHN
MR/MRS ARAVIDES NICHOLAS
MR ARGETAKIS NICHOLAS
MRS ASHBY ATHELENE
MR/MRS AVGERINOS DEMETRIOS
MR BATES SAM
MR BISBIKIS PETE
MR/MRS BOULOUBASSIS NICHOLAS
MR/MRS BOUYOUKAS EFSTRATIOS
MR/MRS CAUSEY WILLIAM &
MS CHAGETAS ANGELA
MR/MRS CHRISOMALLIS METAXIA
MR/MRS CHRIST PHILIP
MS CHRISTOFILOPO ANGELA
MRS COOK SEVASTI
MR/MRS CORNIAS MICHAEL C
MRS CORNIAS CALLIOPI
MR/MRS COSSIS MILTON &
MR CURTIS JOHN
MRS DARDAMANIS EVA
MR/MRS DIACOGIANNIS MICHAEL
MR/MRS DIACOLOUKAS GEORGE &
DR/MRS DIMITRI GEORGE N &
MR/MRS DOUSKAS ANASTASIOS
MR/MRS ECONOMIDES ANNA
MR/MRS ELIOU ERNEST
MRS FANTIS PENELOPE
MR/MRS FILIPPAMS FILIPPOS
MR/MRS FORAKIS GEORGE
MR/MRS FOTIADIS NICHOLAS
MR/MRS FOTIS GEORGE
MISS FOURTINAKIS NIKI
MR/MRS FRANGOS JOHN
MR/MRS GALIATSATOS GERASIMOS
MR/MRS GEORGALAS MICHAEL &
MR/MRS GEORGAS GEORGE &
MR/MRS GEORGIOU ARCHODOULA
MISS GERAPETRITES STAVROULA
MR/MRS GIAKOUMAKIS NICK
MRS GIANNAKOULIAS DIONISIA
MR/MRS GIKAS PETER
MR GLEKAS ATHANASIOS
MR/MRS GRABAU KEVIN
MRS HALIKIAS ANASTASIA
MR/MRS HARLESS STEVEN &
MR/MRS HARTOFILIS NICK & SYLVIA
MR/MRS HATZIGEORGALI NICHOLAS &
MR/MRS HAZIMINAS JOULIA
MR/MRS HOFFERBERT JOHN
MISS IEROMONAHOS ANNA
MR/MRS JOHNS HELEN
MR/MRS KAIKIS CLEMIS
MRS KAITIS ANGELA MARY
MR/MRS KALOGRANI VASILIKI
MR/MRS KAMOS EMMANUEL&
MR/MRS KAPOUDAS MARIA
MR/MRS KARABELAS PANAGIOTIS
MR/MRS KARAGIANNIS DEMETRIOS
MISS KARAGIANNIS SHOSHANA
MR/MRS KARAIS KONSTANTINO
MRS KARAMIHALIS ELEFTHERIA
MR/MRS KARANIKOLIS GUS & KRISTY
MR/MRS KAROUTSOS GEORGE
MR/MRS KATRIS ANTONIOS &
MR/MRS KATSAROS STELIOS
MR/MRS KELEPESIS VASILIOS &
MR/MRS KEVAS JOHN & MARIA
MRS KLOSTERIDES VASILIKI
MR/MRS KOLIADIS EMMANUEL &
MS KOLOTOS MARIA
MR/MRS KONTOUDIS KONSTANTINO
MR/MRS KOROLOGOS JOHN &
MR/MRS KOSMAS SAM
MR/MRS KOSTAKIS GEORGE
MRS KOSTOPOULOS ALEX &
MR/MRS KOUKOULAS EMMANUEL
MR/MRS KOUMOUDIS SOTIRIS &
MRS KOUTELIS EVRIDIKI
MR KOUTSANTONIS JOHN
MR/MRS KOUTSOVASILIS ANASTASIOS
MS LALLAS EVE
MR LAZOS APOSTOLOS
MR/MRS LEWIS HOWARD E.
MR/MRS LOIZOU CHRIS
MS MAKRIS MA RIKA
MR/MRS MARNERIS MICHAEL &
MR/MRS MASTROGIANIS COSTAS -
MRS MATSANGOS ARGYRO
MR/MRS MAVROMOUSTAK GEORGE
MR/MRS MCCARTHY BRIAN &
MR/MRS MICKLOS JOHN ANDREW
MRS MIMAROS PARASKEVI
MRS MOELLER PATRICIA ZOE
MR/MRS MONIODIS STEVE
MisS MOUHTOURIS VASILIKI
MR NICOLARAMS MICHAEL
MR/MRS NYCHIS VASILIOS
MS ORFANOUDAMS EMILY
MRS PANTAZONIS MARY
MR/MRS PAPADEMETRIOU SMARAGDI

MR/MRS ADAMS MICHAEL
MR AGAPIOS DIAMANTIS
MR/MRS AKALESTOS EMMANUEL
MR/MRS ALEXANDROU JOHN
MR/MRS ANASTASIADES DEMOS &
MRS ANDREWS MARIA
MR/MRS ANGELOS MARK
MR ANGELOU EVANGELOS E
MRS ARAVIDES ANNA
MISS ARGIRAKIS ANGELICA
MS ATHOS JANET
MR/MRS AVGERINOS GEORGE AND
MR/MRS BETINIS EMMANUEL
MRS BISBIKIS HELEN
MRS BOURGOUTZIS EKATERINI
MR/MRS BOUYOUKAS JOHN & FOTINI
MR/MRS CAVOURAS STANLEY
MR/MRS CHAGETAS JAMES &
MR/MRS CHRISOVERGIS GEORGE &
MR/MRS CHRIST TRACY &
MR/MRS CHUVALAS DIMITRA
MR/MRS CORNIAS MARK
MS CORNIAS SEVASTI
MR/MRS CORNIAS LARRY &
MR COSSIS ELIAS
MR CURTIS STEVE
MISS DARDAMANIS FOTINI
MR/MRS DIACOLOUKAS GUS & MARY
MR/MRS DIAKOKOMNINOS KOSMAS
MR/MRS DIMITRIADES NIKOLAOS &
MR DOUSKAS NIKOLAS
MR/MRS EFTHIMIOU NICHOLAS
MR/MRS FAKAS JAMES
MR/MRS FANTIS STEVE
MR/MRS FILIPPOU EMMANUEL
MR/MRS FORAKIS MICHAEL
MR/MRS FOTINOS GERASIMOS-
MR/MRS FOTIS KONSTANT&
MR/MRS FOURTINAKIS EMANUEL
MR/MRS FRANGOS CONSTANTINE
COL/MRS GAVRILIS JOHN &
MR/MRS GEORGALAS NICHOLAS
MRS GEORGE PENELOPE
MR GEORGIOW JAMES
MRS GERAPETRITES FOTINI
MR/MRS GIAKOUMAKIS STELLA
MR/MRS GIANNAKOULIAS GEORGE
MR/MRS GIORGAKIS JOHN & MARIA
MR GLYKIADIS KONSTANTINO
MR/MRS HADJIPANTELIS NIKOLAOS
HALKIAN "SAINT
MR/MRS HARRIS SPYROS
MR/MRS HATZIDAKIS DIONISIOS &
MRS HATZIKOSMAS AMALIA
MRS HEBEKAS THEMIS MARIA
MR/MRS HONDROULIS ANDREANOS
MR/MRS IEROMONAHOS PANTELIS
MRS JOHNS ASPASIA
MR/MRS KAIKIS ANDREW
MR/MRS KALAMBIHIS ALEXANDROS
MR/MRS KAMBANOPOULO STELIOS
MR/MRS KANELLOPOULOS JOHN
MR KAPOUDAS DIMITRIOS
MISS KARABELAS IOANNA
MR/MRS KARAGIANNIS DEMETRIOS
MRS KARAGIANNOPOU LIA
MR KARAMANLIDES ANTONIOS
MR KARAMIHALIS GEORGE
MS KARAS EVELYN
MR/MRS KASTELLORIZIOS KONSTANTINO
MR/MRS KATSAROS EMMANUEL
MR/MRS KAZAMIAS GUS
MR/MRS KELLEY SHAWN &
MR/MRS KIMOS JAMES
MR/MRS KLOSTERIDES MICHAEL &
MR KOLIOFOTIS DEMETRIOS
MRS KONDYLAS COSTAS
MRS KONTOYIANIS MARGARET
MR/MRS KOROLOGOS LOUIS &
MR KOSMAS SAM
MISS KOSTALAS CHRISOULA
MR/MRS KOUKIDES HARRY
MRS KOULATSOS ANASTASIA
MRS MILLER MARY
MR/MRS PADOUSIS JOHN E.
MR/MRS KOUROUPIS JOHN
MR/MRS KOUTSANTONIS DEMETRIOS
MRS KOUTSONOURIS MARIA
MR/MRS KOVIOS PETE
MR LALLAS JOHN
MR/MRS LENTIS- MINAS-ELENI
MR/MRS LIKAKIS GEORGE &
MRS LVGOUMENOS ALEXANDRA
MR/MRS MAKRIS MICHAEL &
MR/MRS MARNERIS ELUS
MR/MRS MASTROMANOLI MANUEL
MRS MATTHEWS ANN
MR/MRS MAVRONIS NICHOLAS
MR/MRS MELIOTIS ALEKOS &
MR/MRS MINADAKIS NIKOLAOS -
MR/MRS MONIODIS MICHAEL
DR/MRS MONOPOLIS SPYROS
MR/MRS NARLIS EPAMINONTAS
MR/MRS NISTAZOS EFSTRATIOS
MRS ORFANOS MARIA
MR/MRS PANTELIDES GABRIEL

MR AGAPALOGLOU KONSTANTINE
MR/MRS AGAPIOS NICHOLAS
MR/MRS ALAFASSOS SPYROS &
MRS AMARANTIDIS PARTHENA
MRS ANASTASIS FOTINI
MR ANGELOPOULOS CHRIS
MR ANGELOU MICHAEL
MR ANTARTIS NIKOLAOS
MR/MRS ARAVIDES ANTONIOS
MR/MRS ARGIROPOULOS WILLIAM
MR/MRS ATSALIS GUS
MR/MRS AVGERINOS VASILIOS
MRS BILIS AMALIA
MR/MRS BONOLIS DONALD
MRS BOURNIAS LAMBRINI
DR/MRS CARDIGES NICHOLAS M &
MRS CEDERAKIS OREANTHI
MR CHALCOUSSIS ANTONIOS
MR/MRS CHRISSOMALLIS JOHN & TERI
MRS CHRISTAKOU STAVROULA
MR/MRS COLLECTOR DAN &
MRS CORNIAS DESPINA
MRS CORNIAS KALLIOPIT
MR/MRS CORNIAS TONY N
MR/MRS COZMO THEODORE
MRS DAKOS KYRIAKI
MR DARDAMANIS GEORGE
DR DIACOLOUKAS PETER
MS DIAKOS ATHINA
MR/MRS DINIOTIS DENNIS &
MR DOUSKAS KONSTANTINO
MR/MRS EFTHIMIOU SPIROS &
MRS FAKAS ZENOVIA
MR/MRS FILIPIDIS JAMES & EFFIE
MS FLEZANIS KATHERINE
MR/MRS FORAKIS STAMATI
MR/MRS FOTINOS JAMES
MS FOTOPOULOS GEORGIA
MRS FRANGAKIS SOFOULA
MR/MRS FRAPAS HELEN
MR/MRS GAZONAS-ZIKOU GEORGE
MRS GEORGALAS GRAMMATIKI
MR GEORGE GEORGE
MR/MRS GEORGOPALIS IOANNIS &
MR/MRS GERAPETRITES TOMMY
MR/MRS GIALAMAS ANDREAS &
MR/MRS GIANNAS STYLIANOS
MRS GLAVA KIKI
MR/MRS GLYKIADIS JOHN &
MS HAIS-SFHUOU ANTONIA
MR/MRS HALKIAS FOTINI
MRS HARRIS KATIE
MR HATZIDAKIS KONSTANTINO
MR/MRS HATZIMINAS MINAS
MR/MRS HESTNES DAG
MR/MRS HOUVARDAS MINAS& FOTINI
MRS ILIADIS MARY
MR/MRS JONES KENNY &
MRS KAITIS DESPINA
MRS KALIAKOUDAS SOFIA
MRS KAMINARIS BARBARA
MRS KAPETANAKOS SOULA
MR/MRS KAPUTSOS MARSHALL
MR/MRS KARABELAS ARIS - ELENI
MR/MRS KARAGIANNIS PAVLOS
MR/MRS KARAGIANNOPOU GUS & SUE
MR KARAMANLIDES KYRIAKOS
MR KARANIKOLIS TOM
MR/MRS KARDIASMENOS SAVAS
MRS KASTRUNES DOLORES
MR/MRS KATSAROS MICHAEL
MRS KAZARAS MARIA
MRS KEPREOS GEORGIA
MRS KIRHAGIS MARY
MR/MRS KLOSTERIDIS NIKOLAOS
MR KOLIOFOTIS MICHAEL
MR/MRS KONDYLAS MIKE & DONNA
MR/MRS KORNIAS GEORGE
MR/MRS KOROLOGOS TOM
MRS KOSMAS MARITSA
MR/MRS KOSTALAS PANTELIS &
MR/MRS KOUKIDES JOHN
MR/MRS KOULATSOS DIONISIOS
MR KOUROUPIS STEVE
MR KOUTSANTONIS THEODORE
MR/MRS KOUTSOURIS STYLIANOS
MR/MRS KOVIOS STEVE
MS LAMBROW STEPHANIE
MR/MRS LEONARD PAUL &
MR/MRS LEMNEOS NICHOLAS &
MR/MRS MACH LEON J. &
MRS MARINAKIS MARINA
MRS MARUSIODIS MARY
MR/MRS MASTROMINAS MINAS
MRS MAVIAS KOULA
MR/MRS MAVROULIS STILIANOS
MR/MRS MENAGIAS JERRY &
MR/MRS MILONAS KIMON
MR/MRS MINAS GEORGE J.
MISS MONIODIS PANAGIOTA
MR/MRS MORAITIS GUS
MRS NEOFITOU ATHINA
MR/MRS NISTAZOS GEORGE &
MR/MRS ORFANOS MICHAEL
MR/MRS PALAS JOHN
MR/MRS PANTOULIS NICK

MR/MRS AGAPALOGLOU THEODOROS
MRS AGELOPAS SOPHIE
MR/MRS ALEVROGIANNIS GEORGE &
MR AMARANTIDIS HARRY
MR/MRS ANASTASIS IOANNIS &
MRS ANGELOPOULOS FREDA
MS ANGELOU MARIA
MR/MRS ANTONAS NICK
MR/MRS ARGETAKIS GEORGE &
MR/MRS ARGYRAKIS MICHAEL &
MR/MRS ATSmiS IOANNIS
MR BAKAS MIKE
MR/MRS BIRCH PETER
MRS BOUDOURIS ASIMINA
MR/MRS BOURNOUSOUZIS GEORGE
MRS CARDIGES MICHAEL
MR/MRS CEJPEK PETER &
MR/MRS CHARALAMBOPO CHARALAMBO
MRS CHRIST STASA
MR CHRISTOFILOPO CHRIS
MRS CONWAY ROSE
MR/MRS CORNIAS GEORGE C
MR CORNIAS NICHOLAS
MR/MRS CORNIAS GEORGE M
MR/MRS CUBETA JAMIE & TINA
MR DAKOS PETE
MRS DENDRINOS EVANGELIA
MR/MRS DIACOLOUKAS NICHOLAS
MR/MRS DIMAS KONSTANTINO
MR/MRS DOUKELIS GEORGE
MR/MRS ECONOMIDES CHRIS &
MRS ELIOPOULOS ANNA
MR/MRS FAKAS VASILIOS
MR/MRS FILIPIDIS NICHOLAS
MR/MRS FOEHRKOLB STEVE & SOFIA
MR/MRS FORAKIS NICHOLAS
MR/MRS FOTIOU JOHN
MR FOUKAS VASILIOS
MS FRANGAKIS IRENE
G C D C GREEKTOWN
MR GEDEON EMANOUEL
MS GEORGAS ANTHIE
MR/MRS GEORGIOU JOHN
MISS GERAPETRITES PANAGIOTA
MISS GERAPETRITES SOFIA
MRS GIALAMAS STACIA
MR/MRS GIANNAS APOSTOLOS &
MR GLAVAS SOCRATES
MRS GOVASTES CLEOPATRA
MR/MRS HALIMAS ANNA
MR HANDAKAS PAUL
MRS HARRIS ELPIDA
MS HATZIEFTHIMIO ANASTASIA
MR/MRS HAZARIDES KOSTAS
MR/MRS HINELINE BRUCE
MR/MRS HUEBSCHMAN CHARLES &
MR/MRS JANKOWIAK DAVID & MARY
MR KABUROPULOS JOHN
MR/MRS KAITIS NICHOLAS
MRS KALIS EUGENIA
MR/MRS KAMINARIS DEMETRIOS
MR KAPETANAKOS ELIAS
MR/MRS KAPUTSOS SYLVIA
MR/MRS KARAGEORGOS DEMETRIOS
MRS KARAGIANNIS SEVASTI
MR/MRS KARAHALIS GEORGE &
MR/MRS KARAMIHALIS TIM & CAROL
MR/MRS KARANIKOLIS NICK
MR/MRS KARELLAS EMMANUEL
KATAVENON SOCIETY "AGIA
MR/MRS KATSAROS GEORGE
MR/MRS KEFALAS MIKE & NORA
MR/MRS KEVAS GEORGE &
MR/MRS KLOSTERIDES SPIROS &
MR/MRS KOLENDRIANOS JOHN
MR/MRS KOLOTOS DORA
MR KONTOS GEORGEC
MR/MRS KORNIAS KALUOPE
MR/MRS KOSMAS DEMETRIOS
MR KOSMOS GEORGE
MRS KOSTARAS DESPINA
MR KOUKIDES GEORGIOS
MR/MRS KOULOUMBRIS IOANNIS
MR/MRS KOUTELIS ADAMANTIOS
MR/MRS KOUTSANTONIS GEORGE
MS KOUTSOURIS ANASTASIA
MR/MRS LAGADINOS GEORGE &
MR/MRS LAZAROU JOHN & ZOE
MR/MRS LERICOS PERRY AND
MR/MRS LIVADITIS JOHN &
MR MAKE DIMITRIUS
MRS MARKAKIS MARY
MR/MRS MARVELIS VASILIOS
MR/MRS MASTROVASILIS IOANNIS &
MR/MRS MAVRODONTIS ZAHARIAS
MR/MRS MAVROULIS KYRIAKOS-
MR MERITIS ALEXANDROS
MR/MRS MIMAROS STAVROS
MR/MRS MITSOS FRANK
MR/MRS MONIODIS MICHAEL &
MRS MOSKONAS VASILIKI
MR/MRS NICOLAIDIS VASILIOS &
MR NISTAZOS NICKOLASZ.
MR/MRS ORFANOS ANTONIOS
LADIES PANCHIAN CHIOS
MRS PAPADEMETRIOU POLYXENI



December/¢ÂÎ¤Ì‚ÚÈÔ˜, 2009 KOINONIA PAGE 9

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES FOR 2009

TOTAL PLEDGED: $254,152.00;  PAYMENTS: $226,905.66;  BALANCE: $27,246.34

MR/MRS PAPAFOTIS ALEX
MR/MRS PAPAMINAS ANDREW
MR/MRS PAPAVASILIOU THARRENOS &
MRS PAROS MARY
Rev./MRS PASTRIKOS MICHAEL &
MR/MRS PATRAS LEONARD N.
MR PAYIAVLAS JOHN
MR/MRS PERDIKAKIS GEORGE
MRS PHILIPPOU POPI
MR/MRS PIKOUNIS JAMES
MRS POLITES DESPINA
MR/MRS PREARIS MINAS
MR PROTOPAPAS KOSTAS
MR/MRS REPPAS SOTERIOS
MR/MRS RIZAS PAUL
MR/MRS ROLOGAS ANASTASIOS
MR/MRS ROROS JOHN P.
MR/MRS ROROS DIMITRIOS &
MR/MRS ROUSSOS ANTHONY
MR/MRS SALARIS STEPHEN
MRS SALPEAS MARIA
MRS SARIGIANNIS CHRISTINE
MRS SAZAKLIS EFTIHIA
MR/MRS SERDENES STYLIANOS &
MR/MRS SFAKIANOUDIS KONSTANTINO
MR/MRS SIGAMBRIS JOHN &
MR/MRS SKANDALIS GEORGE
MR/MRS SOLLON NICK &
MRS SOURANIS PARASKEVI
MR/MRS SPENCER ERIC AND
MR/MRS STAKIAS DIMITRIOS
MR/MRS STAMATIADIS NIKITAS
MRS STAMIDES GEFSI
MR/MRS STAMOULIS GEORGE
MR/MRS STAVRAKIS JIMMY
MR/MRS STEFANONI/STAK MICHAEL
MR/MRS SVINGOS JAMES JOHN
MR/MRS TAGLIAMBURIS NICOLAS
MR TARATSIDES GEORGE
MR/MRS TAYLOR KEVIN & ELENI
JG/MRS THEMELIS JOHN & RENEE
MRS TREANTAFELLO HELEN
MR/MRS TRIKOULIS DEMETRIOS
MR/MRS TSAKALAS JULIE
MRS TSAKIRIS ANASTASIA
MR TSAMPICOS GEORGE
MR/MRS TSERKIS VASILIOS &
MR/MRS VAILAS PETER
MR/MRS VASILARAKIS NICHOLAS
MRS VATAKIS ARGYRO
MR/MRS VERGOS GEORGE &
MR/MRS VOXAKIS JOHN & IRENE
MR/MRS WARD ROBERT &
MR/MRS YIANAKIS STEVE
MR/MRS ZERVOS DEMETRIOS

MR/MRS PAPADIMITRIOU EMMANUEL &
MR/MRS PAPAGEORGIOU SOCRATES
MRS PAPAROUNIS PAULINE
MR PAPPAFOTIS SPERO
MR/MRS PARTHEMOS DINO &
MR/MRS PATERAKIS CHARLES &
MR/MRS PATRAS PETE
MR/MRS PEARCE ANTHONY &
MRS PETRIDES ANNA
MR/MRS PHILIPPOU KOSMAS
MR/MRS PIKOUNIS GEORGE E.
MR/MRS POPOMARONIS WILLIAM &
MRS PROAKIS HELEN
MR/MRS RAFAILIDES THOMAS &
MR/MRS REPPAS IRODOTOS
MR/MRS ROBERTS  BRIAN
MR/MRS ROLOGAS STAVROS
MR/MRS ROROS PETE & NIKKI
MR/MRS ROSSIS GEORGE
MR/MRS ROUSSOS JOHN
MR/MRS SALIARIS PANAGIOTIS
MRS SAMARAS- WILMA
MR/MRS SARIOGLOU ATHANASIOS
MR SAZAKLIS ANTONIOS
MR/MRS SFAKLANAKIS ELIAS & IRENE
MR/MRS SFIKAS VASILIKI
MR/MRS SIGAMBRIS HARRY
MR/MRS SKORDALOS VASILIOS
MR/MRS SOPHOCLEOUS PROKOPIS
MR/MRS SOURANIS STANLEY
MRS SPYROPOULOS RENA
MR/MRS STAKIAS GEORGE
MR STAMATOPOULO NICK
MRS STAMIDES SOFIA
MR/MRS STAVLAS MICHAEL
MRS STAVRAKIS GUS
MR/MRS STEWART JOHN
MR/MRS SYROPOULOS NICHOLAS
MRS TAHINOS STEPHANIE
MRS TARATSIDES ATHENA
MR/MRS TETTERIS STEVE
MR/MRS THEMELIS CONSTANTINE
MR/MRS TRIANTAFILLOS COSTAS
MR/MRS TRINTIS BASILIOS &
MR/MRS TSAKALAS STEVEN
MR/MRS TSAKIRIS SAVVAS
MR/MRS TSAMPOS GEORGE
MR/MRS TSIRONIS NICK &
MRS VASILAKOPOULO ANASTASIA
MR/MRS VASILIOS FRANK
MRS VAVAKAS KIRIAKI
MR/MRS VERUHIS APOSTOLOS &
MR/MRS VOXAKIS ANGELO
MR/MRS WOODS-  VICTOR &
MR/MRS YIANNOURIS VASSOS &
MR/MRS ZISSIMOS GUS PETE -

DR/MRS PAPADIMITRIOU NICHOLAS
MR/MRS PAPAGEORGIOU CAREY
MR/MRS PAPASTEFANOU STAMATIOS
MR/MRS PAPPAS VASILIS &
MRS PASSAS CHRISAVGI
MR/MRS PATINIOTIS PANAGIOTIS &
MR/MRS PATRAS STEPHEN
SOCIETY PELOPS PAN-
MR/MRS PETROPOULOS DEMETRIOS
MR PHILIPPOU PHILIP
MR/MRS PIKOUNIS EMMANUEL
MR/MRS POULOS WILLIAM
MRS PROAKIS KOULA
MR/MRS RANDITSAS PETROS
MR/MRS RICHARDSON JAMES
MRS ROGERS RUBY
MRS ROROS EUGENIA
MR. ROROS PETE JOHN
MRS ROSSIS-BARNES TSAMBIKA
MR/MRS ROXANIS DEAN & SOULA
MR/MRS SALIARIS ANASTASIOS
MR/MRS SARANTINOS SANDY
MR SARIOGLOU NIKOLAOS
MR/MRS SAZAKLIS GEORGE &
MR/MRS SFAKIANOUDIS JOHN
MR/MRS SFIRIOU ANTONIOS
MRS SIMPSON KELLIE
MR/MRS SMOUDIANIS JOHN & TINA
MR/MRS SOULIKAS GEORGE &
MR/MRS SOURANIS MICHAEL &
MR/MRS STAKIAS PETE &
MS STAKIAS STELLA
MISS STAMIDES SOPHIA
MR/MRS STAMIDIS ANASTASIOS
MR/MRS STAVLAS NIKOLAOS &
MR/MRS STAVRAKIS FILIPPOS &
MRS STRAKES KATHERINE
MR/MRS SYROPOULOS KONSTANTINO
MR/MRS TAKOS STEVE
MR/MRS TASKER-GIOKA DAMIANOS
MISS THEMELIS STELLA
MR/MRS THEOHARIS EMMANUEL
MR/MRS TRIANTAFILOS PETE
MRS TRIPOLITIS JOSEPH &
MS TSAKALOS JEANETTE
MRS TSAMBIKOS IRENE
MR/MRS TSAPALAS PAUL
MR/MRS TUNANIDAS STELLA
MS VASILAKOPOULO IRENE
MR/MRS VASILIOS YIANNIS &
MR/MRS VENETIS DIMITRIOS &
MR/MRS VIZANIARIS ALEXANDROS
MS VOXAKIS SAMANTHA
MRS XINTAS MARY
MR/MRS ZDZIERA STEVE
MR/MRS ZOULIS JOHN &

MR/MRS PAPADOPOULOS EFSTATHIOS
MR/MRS PAPAGEORGIOU GEORGE &
MR/MRS PAPATHAKIS MATTHEW
MR/MRS PAPPAS JOHN
MR PASTRIKOS JEFFREY
MR/MRS PATRAS NICK & DORA
MRS PATRIKAKOS PANAGIOTA
MR/MRS PELTSEMES IRENE
MR/MRS PETROU GEORGE &
MR/MRS PIKOUNIS JOHN & DEBBIE
MR/MRS POLIKANDRIOTIS KONSTANTINO
MR/MRS PRASSEVAS JAMES
MR/MRS PROTOPAPAS VASILIS &
MR/MRS REDA ELENI
MRS RIZAS MARIA
MR/MRS ROGERS BART AND
MR/MRS ROROS GEORGE I.
MR/MRS ROROS GEORGE W.
MR/MRS ROUFAS VASILIS
MRS SADIK ARIEGETA
MR/MRS SALIARIS- KONSTANTINO
MR/MRS SARIGIANIS- JOANNA C.
MR/MRS SARIOGLOU PETE &
MR/MRS SEBAFIS STEVE & MARY
MR/MRS SFAKIANOUDIS GEORGE K.
MR/MRS SHIFFLETT - MICHAEL &
MR/MRS SISKOS STEFANOS
MR SOLLON JOHN JAMES
MR/MRS SOULIKAS JAMES & JOAN
MR/MRS SOURANIS NICHOLAS &
MR/MRS STAKIAS MICHAEL
MRS STAMATHIS KIKI
MISS STAMIDES CHRISOULA
MR STAMOULIS KYRIAKOS
MR/MRS STAVLAS JERRY
MR/MRS STEFANIDIS DEMETRIOS &
MR/MRS STRATAKOS LEONIDAS &
MR/MRS SZULIMOWSKI HENRY
MR TAMARIS ELEFTHERIOS
MR/MRS TASSIS PETER &
MR THEMELIS JOHN
MR/MRS TOPOUZOGLOU ANASTASIOS &
MS TRIKOULIS JOANNE
MRS TRIPOLITIS NINA
MRS TSAKALOS ROSE
MISS TSAMOURAS ANGELIKI A.
MR/MRS TSAPALAS THEODORE &
UNITED CHIOS SOCIETY
MR/MRS VASILAKOPOULO SPIROS
MS. VATAKIS TESSIE
MR/MRS VERENAKIS MICHAEL &
MR/MRS VOURVOULAS SOPHIA
MR/MRS VOXAKIS GEORGE
MR/MRS XIPOLITIDIS ANTONIOS
MRS ZERVAS HELEN

Saint Nicholas Church

Profit & Loss
January through October, 2009
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IN MEMORY OF VASILIS KELEPESIS
Mr. & Mrs, Kostas Hazaridis
Mr. & Mrs. Kosmas Diakokomninos

IN MEMORY OF BERTHA ROROS
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Avgerinos

IN MEMORY OF ANASTASIA ECONOMIDES BELL
Mr. Charles Bell

IN MEMORY OF KALLIOPE KARABETIS
Mrs. Angeliki Karabetis

IN MEMORY OF SAVVAS KARDIASMENOS
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Moniodis

IN MEMORY OF AFRODITI YIATRAS
Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Hazaridis

IN MEMORY OF LAMBROS NEOFITOU
Mrs. Athina Neofitou
Dennis & Margo Koulatsos
James & Argie Maurakis
Maria Salpeas & Family

IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL NICOLETOS
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Skordalos
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Roufas
Mr. & Mrs. Kosmas Diakokomninos

IN MEMORY OF FILIA HIMONETOS
Mr. & Mrs. Gabriel Pantelides
Mrs. Nina Tripolitis
Mrs. Maria Koutsonouris

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

Stewardship Chairman, John
Sfakianoudis listens as
Konstantinos Pallas, one of
the many Greek School Stu-
dents, gave his speech.

Members of the Diamonds  listening to the speakers from Greek
School. Eleni Pikounis, 5th Grade repre-

sented Sunday School at the
Stewardship Luncheon.

Pictured are members of the Stewardship Committee along
with Fr. Michael and the Greek School Staff.

Kiki Vavakas taking the
2010 Stewardship cards
that were turned in at the
Luncheon.

DONATIONS IN MEMORIAM
IN MEMORY OF MARY MARUSIODIS
Georgia & Stelios Serdenes
Tony & Nicole Serdenes
Johnny & Nicole Serdenes
Mary Beth Serdenes
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Avgerinos

IN MEMORY OF HOMER KEVAS
Mr. & Mrs. George Tsampos & Family

IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL VAGEANOS
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Takos

IN MEMORY OF
NICHOLAS T. CORNIAS & TONY C. CORNIAS
Mrs. Kalliopi T. Cornias

Many Parishioners came downstairs to listen to the Stewardship
Sunday presentation.

Some of our young students from Greek School and Sunday School.
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WHY CHRISTMAS IS
BECOMING LESS “HOLY”
Continued from page 1

of our Lord through “Holy Eucharist,” and then celebrate the tra-
ditional Christmas Meal, and the opening of the gifts. Let’s start
on the right foot, and head to a course that will truly bring us love,
joy, and happiness. If we stay true to the purpose, then we will ex-
perience and see many more Christmas futures.

In closing, I hope and pray during this Holiday Season that we
make the right choice and make the right decisions to follow our
Christian Orthodox Traditions. That we attend Church with our
families during the Christmas Eve Services and on Christmas Day.
This is the only way true Christians celebrate the “Birth of our
Lord” and the only way to experience that Christ is truly in our
midst and that He is the center of our lives.

God bless everyone and may you have a wonderful and
Blessed Christmas!

REFLECTIONS ON
THE INCARNATION
Continued from page 3

also the entire universe is the one supreme meaning of
Christmas. The second person of the Trinity without ceas-
ing to be what He was eternally became truly and fully man
and was born as a child to a human mother. This miracu-
lous fact is repeatedly emphasized in the Church’s Christ-
mas hymnography. It is nowhere more powerfully ex-
pressed than during the Ninth Hour on Christmas Eve
when the Church sings, “The Creator now makes Himself
to be created” and, “He who holds the whole creation in
the hollow of His hand today is born of a Virgin.”

As we proceed through the Nativity Fast towards the
feast day of the Lord’s Birth, we must all prayerfully re-
flect on the meaning and significance of the Incarnation
and fervently ask our Savior that He be born as never be-
fore into the silent manger of our hearts and that His di-
vine light dispel any darkness that He may find there.

PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW’S VISIT

Many people waited outside the parking lot at Sts. Constantine
and Helen to glimpse and hear Patriarch Bartholomew during his
visit to the area.

The Patriarch conducts the services on his visit to Sts. Constantine
and Helen Church in Annapolis.

At the reception for the Patriarch many of our faithful members representing St. Nicholas
along with Fr. Michael were honored to be able to attend.

Message from Fr. Michael L. Pastrikos
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KOINONIA

 Liturgical Program & Events for December

KOINONIA DEADLINE
To all of our readers and organizations, please submit your article(s) to
the Koinonia staff before the deadline so we can include your news for
your upcoming event. All articles or posters are due by the 12th of the
current month for the upcoming month’s issue.
Issue month: January, 2010    Deadline: December 14th

You may drop your article to the church office or e-mail it to Emily Cossis
at: emce3@aol.com or Maria Salpeas at: msalpeas@stnicholasmd.org

LITURGICAL PROGRAM
ADVENT FAST CONTINUES

Saturday, December 5: ST. NICHOLAS GREAT VESPER
SERVICE: 7:00 pm. A Reception will follow.

Sunday, December 6: ST. NICHOLAS NAME DAY CEL-
EBRATION: Orthros 8:45 am. Divine Liturgy 10 am. A
Reception will follow.

Wednesday, December 9: The Conception of the Theotokos
Orthros 8:45 am. Divine Liturgy 9:30 am.

Saturday, December 12: St. Spyridon the Wonderworker
Orthros 8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.

STRICT FAST BEGINS FROM DEC. 13TH TIL DEC. 24TH.
NO MEAT, FISH AND DAIRY PRODUCTS DURING THIS PERIOD.
Sunday, December 13: Eleventh Sunday of Luke: Orthros
8:45 am. Divine Liturgy 10 am.

Sunday, December 20: Sunday before the Nativity of our
Lord: Orthros 8:45 am. Divine Liturgy 10 am.

Thursday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service: Vespers and
Divine Liturgy: 7:00 pm.

Friday, December 25: The Nativity of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. Orthros 8:45 am, Divine Liturgy 9:45 am.

Merry Christmas to Everyone!
Sunday, December 27: Sunday after Nativity: St. Stephen the
first Deacon Martyr. Orthros 8:45 am, Divine Liturgy 10 am.

From December 25th until the 31st, IT IS FAST FREE

ATTENTION EVERYONE: THE NAME DAY BANQUET OF
OUR CHURCH HAS BEEN SCHEDULED ON THE EVENING
OF DECEMBER 12TH, AT THE ST. NICHOLAS CULTURAL
CENTER, FROM 8:00 pm till 2:00 am. PLEASE COME AND
SUPPORT OUR ANNUAL CHURCH FESTIVITY.
HAPPY NAME DAY TO ALL WHO ARE CELEBRATING.

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, December 2: Philoptochos Monthly Meeting 7 pm.
Thursday, December 3: Parish Life Committee Meeting (PLC)
– 6:30 pm.
Saturday, December 12: Breakfast with Santa by Diagoras in
the Market Place – 10 am to 1 pm. Nameday Banquet/Family
Celebration – Church Social Hall – 8 pm - 2 am.
Saturday, December 19: Philoptochos Christmas Tea – in the
Market Place – 12 - 3 pm.
Sunday, December 20: Sunday School Christmas program
after Church.

WISHING EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
 A HEALTHY AND HAPPY NEW YEAR - 2010
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