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MESSAGE FROM THE PROTOPRESBYTER

Message from FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS, PROTOPRESBYTER

As we approach the end of 2025, we turn our
thoughts to the Holidays. In November we always
look forward to that special day of “Thanksgiving”
These words of St. Paul might help us to reflect on what
it means to be thankful to God. “You will be enriched
by your generosity, which will produce thanksgiving
to another” The church has always guided people to
have a threefold approach to their personal prayer
life. 1. pray for others 2. have thanksgiving for others
daily blessings 3. pray for yourself. Our ancestors gave
us Thanksgiving, Christmas, Hanukkah, Pascha, the
Arts, Science, Medicine, Religion, Education, Radio,
Television, Electricity, Personal Genealogies, Past
World Wars etc. These and many more events of the
past are what we continue to honor and celebrate.
And the cares of the world to share with each other
the essence of true friendship and love. Thanksgiving
is a major Holiday that we celebrate in November, but
who do we give thanks to? Who else but God! It is true
that in our society today, we have everything that we
can think of and yet, we forget that all this comes from
God. This is what the Pilgrims truly made that day-A
proclamation to thank God for their beliefs, their
values, and the blessing to be able to survive together
as one body and one nation.

Millions of people will be celebrating this historical
Holiday without knowing the true meaning of
Thanksgiving. The significance of this day is for us to
put away all hatred and the cares of the world to share
with each other the essence of true friendship and love.
Apostle Paul tells us to give thanks to God in all things,
not merely when things are good (1 Thess 5: 18). We
should be thankful to God that we live in this country
which is called America the beautiful. Thanksgiving is
one of those unique holidays that doesn’t really center
on shopping like we do at Christmas time. We celebrate
this day also with family and friends. And God is able
to provide all of us with every blessing in abundance,
so that by always having enough of everything, we may
share abundantly in every good work(2 Cor. 9: 7-8). In
the modern world, a man is thought to be successful
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in terms of his objective
accomplishments. If he- has
acquired wealth, fame, power,
or privileges he is considered
accomplished and worthy of
emulation. Today instead of
Doctors, Nurses, Teachers,
Clergy;, etc. it is sports figures, the movie stars, who are
held up as role models, not the teachers. It is the mogul
and the tycoons or billionaires who are lionized, not
the nurses or policemen. These have really changed
in the world in which we live today. Thanksgiving has
no meaning to millions of people all over the world
because they forget what the true meaning really is, and
that is to love one another, to respect one another, to
help when help is needed, and to give of ourselves, not
just money and gifts but really give from our hearts and
want nothing back in return. That is true Christianity
and the true essence why we celebrate Thanksgiving,
because the Lord did these things for us.

May our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless all of you
with much happiness, love , and joy during this great
Holiday of Thanksgiving. May you have a blessed
month of November.

KALO MHNA
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MESSAGE FROM THE PROTOPRESBYTER

Message from FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS, PROTOPRESBYTER

Kae(bq TAnoLaovpe o TéAog Tov 2025 1 OKEYELS HOG
otpépovtal Tpog TIG ylopTég Tov NoeuPpiov mavta
AVUTIOHOVOUUE Yla ekeiv TNV Eexwptotn pépa v “Huépa
Twv Evxaplotiav”. Avta ta Aoyla otov Anootoho ITavhov
pmopei va pag PonBodv va oke@TovHE TU onpaivel va
eipaote evyvwpwy oto Oed. “Oa gpmlovtioete and
yevvaiodwpia oag 1 onoia Ba @épel evxaplotia oTov Oed
Héow epag (2 KopvBiovg 9:11). Meyalwvovtag dlot €xovpie
Olaitepeg avapvioelg Tov petagépovy amod N pa Huépa
Evxapiotiag otnv dAAn. H ExkAnoia mavta kaBodnyovoe
TovG avBpwMmovg va €xouvv e TPUTAN TPOCEYYLIoN OTNV
TPOCWTILKY) TOVG TIPOCEVYT| OTIWG

(1) va mpoogbyovTal yia Tovg dAAovg (2) va evxaploTovv
yia TG kaOnueptvég evloyieg twv dAwv kat (3) va
TPOOCEVYOVTAL YLa TOV EAVTO TOVG.

Ot IIpoyovol pag édwoav v Huépa tov Evxapotiwy, ta
Xprotovyevva, EBpaikég Eoptég (Xavoukd), To XploTiavikod
[Maoxa g Téxvng, v Emotiun, v latpikn, tnv
Opnoxkeia, Tnv Exnaidevon, to Padidgwvo, Tnv ThnAedpaon,
TNV NAEKTPIKN evépyela, TNV Anpokpartia TG TPOOWTIKEG
Teveahoyteg Tovg ITponyovpevovg Maykoopiovg ITohépovg
KTA. Avtd kot TOAAG aAa yeyovota Tov maper8ovTog
mov ovveyiCovpe va Tipape Kat va yoptalovpe péxpt kat
OTHEPQL.

H Hupépa twv Evxapiotiov eivar pia onpavtikr yloptr
nov yoptalovpe tov NoépPplo, ahdd oe molov mpémel
VO EVXAPLOTAOOLHE Yia OAa Tov éxovpe otn (wn pag
Ta weelovpal paiiota oto Oed. Eivar aknbeia 611 ot
onuepVHy Kolvwvia Hag €Xovpe OAa O0a UTOPOVHE Vva
OKePTOLpE Kal Opwg Eexvape OTL OAa avTd TpoEpyovTaL
and 1o @6, AvTo akpIPWwG EKAVAV Ol TPOOKLVNTEG EKEIVN
v nuépa- Mia Staknpuén yia va gvxaptotriioovy Tov Oeo
yta Tig memotfroelg Tovg, Tig akieg Tovg, kat TNV gvAoyia va
Hmopovv va emiProvovv pali wg éva owpa kat éva EBvog.

Exatoppidpla avBpwmot Ba yloptalovy autny Ty 10TOpIKN
eopth xwpig va yvwpifouv v mpaypatikn onpacio g
Hpépag twv Evxapiotiwv. H onpacia avtng g nuépag eivat
VAL AQTOOVHE OTNV AKPN OAO TO [ICOG KAl TIG €YVOLEG TOV
KOOHOUV Yyl Va [LOLpAOTOVE O €vag 0Tov AAAoV TNy ovoia
™G aAnBvig ouvTpoPIkOTNTAG Kat aydnng. O AndoTohog
ITavhog pag Aéet va evxaplotolpe To @eod yla OAa o)L pHovo
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otav Ta mpaypata mave kad (
A’ Oeooalovikeig 5:18. TTpémel
va eipaote evyvopwy otov Bgod
va {ove 0 auTr TN XWpa oV
ovopdletat Apepikn n Opop@ot.

H Huépa twv Evyaplotiwv eiva
fla amd TIG HOVASIKEG YIOPTEG TTOV eV EMIKEVIPWVETAL
TPAYHATIKA OTa Ywvia Omwg kdvovue ta XpLoTOVyEVva.
TopTalovpe avTn TNV NUEPA ETONG e TNV OIKOYEVELL KAt
Tovg Pidovg. Kat o @edg eival oe B¢on va mapéxet o€ OAovg
pag kabe evloyia oe agbovia, woTe €xovTag MAVTH APKETA
and Ta TAVTA Va UTopEiTe va ovppeTéxeTe dpbova ot kdbe
KaAo épyo (B kopvBiovg 9:7-8).

Ztov obyxpovo «koOopo évag avBpwmog Bewpeitat
EMTUXNUEVOG OO0V a@opd  Ta  AVTIKEIUEVIKA — TOV
emTedypata. Av éxel amokToel mAovto @nun Svvaun
N mpovoa, Bewpeitar emrvxnuévog kat aflog  mpog
pipnong. Znpepa avti ya ylatpovgs, voookopes SaokdAovg,
KANPIKOUG KTA, eival ot abAnTéG oL peydheg TPOOWTIKOTNTEG
TOVL KLvipatoypagov mov Hewpolvtar mpwtoTULTIA OXL OL
HEYLOTAVEG Kal Ol SLOEKATOUUVPLOVXOL IOV AaTpevovTaL.
Oyt 0L VOOOKOEG Ol ACTUVOLLKOL. AVTA £XOVV TIPAYUATIKA
alladet otov koopo otov omoio {ovpe ofpepa. H Huépa
Twv Evyaplotiwv Sev éxel kavéva vonua yia ekatoppopia
avBpmovg oe 6o TOV KOopo, emeldn Eexvovy OTL TO
TPAYHATIKO VOMHA QUTNG TIG NUEPES €lval va ayamdple o
évag Tov dAlov, va oePfopacte o évag Tov aAAov. Anladn
BonBape otav xpetdletar forbeta oo va divovpe and tov
£aUTO pag, OXt uovo xpnpata i dwpa, alld mpaypatikd va
Sivovpe amd v kapdid pag kat va pnv Bélovpe Timota o
avtdAAaypa. Avtn eivatn aAnBvn Xprotavikn kat aAnBwvn
0VGia TOV AOYOU LA TO 0TI0i0 YLOPTALOVE TNV NUéEPA AVTHY
eneldr) o Kvplog éxave avtd ta mpdypata yia epég.

Eife o Kvptog kat 0 Zwtripag pag Inoodg Xptotog va oag
gvAoyei OAovG pe TOANR gvTvyia aydmn Kat Xapd Katd T

didpketa avTng TG LIEPOXNG yropTh TwV Evxaplotiwv. Eibe
va éxete évav evhoynuévo unva Noéuppto.

KAAO MHNA
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear parishioners and friends of our church,

In an era where the tempo of daily life is becoming
increasingly demanding, it is easy to neglect our spiritual
needs and our relationship with the Church. However, more
than ever, the Church needs the support, participation and
voluntary contribution of all of us, young and old.

Voluntary contribution to Church matters is not just an
act of kindness; it is an expression of love for God and our
fellow man. Every contribution — no matter
how small it may seem - is precious. It is the
testimony that the Church is not only the
building, but above all the body of believers
who serve it with self-denial and faith.

Equally important is the active participation
of parishioners in the church council. We
need people with love for the Church, with a
willingness to give, honesty and responsibility.
When the purpose is the common good
and not personal promotion or interest, then the work of
the council can bear spiritual and practical fruits for all.
The church is governed with the cooperation of the entire
community.

We must give special emphasis to our children. Despite
their busy schedules, activities and obligations, let us not
forget that their spiritual cultivation is the most essential
provision for life. Regular church attendance every Sunday
and participation in catechism school are opportunities
for children to get to know God, faith, the values of love,
forgiveness and solidarity. It is not enough to teach them
lessons — we also need to give them the spiritual foundation
that will support them in difficult situations.

At this point, I cannot help but mention the valuable effort
of the teachers of the Greek school of our parish. With effort,
patience and love, they transmit not only the language,
but also our culture, traditions and Christian values to
the younger generations. Their contribution to the smooth
operation of the school is invaluable and is living proof that
Education and Faith can coexist. The celebration of October
28th was a testament to their hard work.

Let us all become partakers of the work of our Church. With
volunteerism, with responsibility, with love for children and
support for teachers, we can keep the flame of faith and
unity alive in our parish.

With love and respect,

Stamatia leromonachos

President of St. Nicholas Parish Council

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church of Baltimore
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Ayannuévor pag evopites kot gilot THG ekkAnoing pa,

«H ExxAnoaie po: Evag (wvtavds opyaviopos mov xpetdletan 6Aovg
HoG»

X pua emoxn 6mov ot pvbuoi TG (WHG UaS yivovTar oAoéva Ko 7o
QTIQUTHTIKOL, EVAL EUKOAO VO TIXPAUELHOOVUE TIG TVEVUATIKEG YOG
ava&yKes Keu T oxéon pas pe v ExkAnoia. Qotdoo, mepioodtepo
ar6 moté, 1 ExkAnoia éxer avéyxn amé 1 othipiy, tn ovppeToxn
Ko THY €0edovTiKy TPOOPOP& OAWV UaG, UIKPWY KAl PeYGAWY.

H eBedovriky mpoopopé ot Oéuata TnG ExkAnoiag dev
eivau amAas pua ipén kadoovvyg: eiveu éxppaon aydmng
1pog Tov Oed ket Tov ovvavBpwmo. KibBe mpoopopd — 600
piKpy ki av Qaivetar — eivon moAvTiun. Eivan n peptupic
011 y ExkAnoia Sev eivau pdvo 1o kthpio, aAA& kupiws o
OWUA TWY TUOTWY 7OV THY UMIHPETOUY UE XUTATIAPVHON
Ko TTioTH.

Eioov onuavtive eivau koeu 1 evepyn ouppeToxy Twv
evopitwy oto ekkAnoiaotikd avpfovrio. Xpewa(ouaorte
npoowne e aydmy yix v ExxAnoia, pe SikOeon
TIPooPopas, evTiudTHTe Keu vmevbuvotyta. Oty o
OKOTIOG €ival TO KOWO O0@edog ke Oyt 1 Tpoowmmky] TpofoAn 1
TO OUUQPEPOY, TOTE TO €pyo Tov UUPOVAIOV pmopel var amodwaoel
KaproUs, TVEVUATIKOUG KAl TIpAKTIKOUG i 0Aovs. H exxAnoia
dloikeiTau pe TH OVVEPYXOLR OANG THG KOWOTHTAG.

ISwxitepn éupaon mpémer vae Swoovpe ot moudic pog. Iopd o
POPTWUEVX TIPOYPRUUATA, TIG SPXOTHPLOTHTESG KAL TIG VTTOYPEWOELS
TOUG, oG PNy EEYAOOVUE TIWG 1] TIVEVUATIKY TOVS KAMIEpYeia eivau TO
710 0VOIaTIKO £POSI0 Yiox TH {wr). O TaKTIKGG EKKANOIOUGS KOe
Kupiaks] ko 17 ovppeToxs oto katnxnTikd oxoleio eivar evkaupieg
yio vew yvwpioovy T moudik Tov Oed, Tny mioty, Ti§ aéies THG oy &,
THG CVYXWPEDHS KoL THG aAAndeyyvns. Aev apkei va Tovg Siédéovpe
Ypappata — ypeldleTal v TOUG SWOOVUE KAl THY TIVEVUXTIKH ot
mov O T othpiber o€ kbe Suokolic.

e auTo TO Onpeio Jev umopw v PNy avapepOw oTHY TOAUTIUN
npoondfei Twv ekmouSevTikWY TOL EAARVIKOD OYOAEiOV THG EVOping
po. Me k6o, vropovy) ke ey petadidovy o1 povo t yrwooo,
aAAd Ko ToV TOMTIONG, TIG TTIAPAOOTES KoL TIG XPLOTIOVIKES adieg
pog otis veotepes yeviés. H ovpPodn Tovs oty opadn Aeirovpyia
TOV OY0A€iov eivau avekTiunTy Kou amotedei (wvtavh amdédedn oty
Ioudeio kou 1 Iiotn pmopovv v ovumopevtovy. H yiopth T3¢ 2816
Oxtwppiov fraw pic amddeiln ¢ oxAnprs Tovg SovAelds.

Ag yivovpe Aotrtév dAot kowwvoi Tov épyov TG ExkAnoiag po. Me
efedovtioud, pe vmevBuvotnta, pe aydmn ot moudi kou otipién
OTOVG EKTIAUOEVTIKOVG, pmopovue va Sixthprigovue (wvtavy 0
PAGYQ THG THOTHG KAl THG EVOTHTAS OTHV EVOpiaL YOG,

Me anépavto oefaoud, aydnn ko extiunon,
Zrapartioc Iepopovéyov

Ipoedpog Tov Aoikntixov Zvufovliov
Ayiov NikoA&ov BaAtiudpns
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

PROTOPRESBYTER FR. MICHAEL PASTRIKOS, PASTOR Tel: 410-633-5020 « Fax: 410-633-4352

CHURCH SECRETARY DIAMONDS

ELENI KOSTALAS-LENTIS SOFIA XOURI - PRESIDENT

FINANCIAL SECRETARY MOSKOULA KOUKIDIS - VICE-PRESIDENT
AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS ANASTASIA VASILAKOPOULOS - SECRETARY

YANA KARABELAS, KINDERGARTEN

PENNY GERAPETRITIS & VASILIKI FONIADIKI, 1ST & 2ND
JENNA STAKIAS, 3RD & 4TH

STAVROULA SAKELAKIS 5TH

BOARD MEMBERS KALLIOPI CORNIAS & FLORA GIACOUMAKIS, 6TH
PARISH COUNCIL ROZA CORNIAS ELENI PIKOUNIS 7TH
PRESIDENT: STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS SOULA KAPETANAKOS MARIA FILIPPOU. 8TH & 9TH
VICE PRESIDENT: JOHN KOROLOGOS EVALALLAS

TREASURER: ASPASIA CHARALAMBOPOULOS
ASSISTANT TREASURER: GEORGIOS STAMOULIS ~ G.O.Y.A. ADVISORS

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:
ATHANASIOS KARAFLOS

EMILY SYROPOULOS
PENNY ALAFASSOS

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: DIMITRI PAPAVASILEIOU HARIKLIA NEZIS

AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS

PRE-K - MARIA GOURGOULIATOU, MARIA KAZAZI
KINDERGARTEN - MARIA GOURGOULIATOU

1ST GRADE - ELENI DEMETRIOU

BOARD MEMBERS:: ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS 2ND GRADE - DESPINA CHATZAKOU LARENTZOS
JIMMY KOSMAS MARIA FILIPPOU 3RD & 4TH GRADE - PARASKEVI KOTSATOU ARGETAKIS
VASILEIOS TSERKIS FOTINI FOUKAS 5TH & 6TH GRADE - KELLY PEROS VASILEIADES
NICANOR PATERIS Al ELLINOMATHEIA COORDINATOR -

G.0.Y.A. COACHES KELLY PEROS VASILEIADES
PHILOPTOCHOS GIRL’S COACHES: A2, B1, B2 ELLINOMATHEIA COORDINATOR -
PRESIDENT: MARIA KARAGIANNIS JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS YVVONI GALETAKI
1ST VICE PRESIDENT: IRENE VASILEIOS GENEVIEVE ZDZIERA C1, C2 ELLINOMATHEIA COORDINATOR -
2ND VICE PRESIDENT: RENEE THEMELIS HARIKLIA NEZIS ELINA PAPADIMA TSAPAKIDIS

TREASURER: STELLA KOUKIDES

ASSISTANT TREASURER: NORA KEFALAS

BOY’S COACHES:

GREEK SCHOOL P.T.A.

SECRETARY: PANAGIOTA KOUTSANTONIS JOHN SMOUDIANIS ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS - PRESIDENT
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: EVANYCHIS SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS ALEXANDRA FORAKIS - VICE PRESIDENT
ADVISOR: MARIA GIORGAKIS DIMITRI KOSTRIVAS DIMITRA DOUSKAS - SECRETARY

BOARD MEMBERS: AGATHI DIAKANTONIS - TREASURER
KATINA FOTINOS, MARIA KOUTSOURI, PATTY G.0.Y.A. BOARD MEMBERS BOARD MEMBERS:
MICKLOS, ZOE PERDIKAKIS, ELENI PIKOUNIS, GEORGE KOSTRIVAS - PRESIDENT MARIA IEROMONAHOS
EVAGELIA SALIARIS, TSAMBIKA TRIANTAFILOS, CHRISTINA ALAFASSOS - VP TSAMBIKA KOROLOGOS
CHRISTINE ZERVOS GEORGE ZDZIERA- TREASURER ANNA NIKOLETOU
MARIAKILLIAS - CORR SEC TINA STAMATIADI
HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS ANDRIANNA NEZIS - REC SEC ANGELA YEAKIM
VASSO KOUMOUDIS, DIRECTOR MARIANTHI DINIOTIS - HISTORIAN
FOULA PARAGIOS & VASILI PHILIPPOU, DESPINA LENTIS - HISTORIAN YAL
DANCE INSTRUCTORS YIANNI BISIOTIS - SERG OF ARMS FOULA PARAGIOS
PAN-HELLENIC BOARD MEMBERS SUNDAY SCHOOL STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
METAXIA KARDIASSMENOS - PHAEDRA AVGERINOS AND SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS, IRENE VASILAKOPOULOS, CHAIRPERSON
HONORARY MEMBER DIRECTORS ADRIENNE KOURTESIS

EFFIE KARAMBELAS - DANCE TEACHER
FOTEINI ARGIROPOULOS - POC

PHAEDRA AVGERINOS 10TH

PRE-KINDERGARTEN

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

NIKKI CANNING AND ROSE KOSTAKIS,

KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: DECEMBER 2025
SUBMISSIONS DUE: NOVEMBER 20%

Please email your article(s) to: vkotsatou@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue.
All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8™

Synaxis of the Archangel Michael & the other Bodiless Powers:
Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Salaphiel, Jegudiel, & Barachiel

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America - www.goarch.org

=

Mo\

==

Readin

All the Angels, according to the Apostle Paul, are
ministering spirits, - sent forth to minister to them who
shall be heirs of salvation - (Heb. 1:14). God set them as
overseers of every nation and people, and guides to that
which is profitable (Deut. 32:8); and while one Angel
is appointed to oversee each nation as a whole, one is
also appointed to protect each Christian individually.
He commands them to guard them that hope on Him,
that nothing should harm them, neither should any
evil draw nigh to their dwelling (Ps. 90:10-12). In the
Heavens they always behold the face of God, sending
up to Him the thrice-holy hymn and interceding with
Him in our behalf, seeing they rejoice over one sinner

6 KOINONIA

that repents (Esaias 6:2-3; Matt. 18:10; Luke 15:7). In
a word, they have served God in so many ways for
our benefit, that the pages of Holy Scripture are filled
with the histories thereof. It is for these reasons that
the Orthodox Catholic Church, wisely honouring
these divine ministers, our protectors and guardians,
celebrates today the present Synaxis that is, our coming
together in assembly for their common feast to chant
their praises, especially for the Archangels Michael
and Gabriel, who are mentioned in the Scriptures by
name. The name Michael means “Who is like God?”
and Gabriel means “God is mighty” The number of
Angels is not defined in the divine Scriptures, where
Daniel says that thousands of thousands ministered
before Him, and ten thousands of ten thousands
attended upon Him -(Dan. 7:10). But all of them are
divided into nine orders which are called Thrones,
Cherubim, Seraphim, Dominions, Powers, Authorities,
Principalities, Archangels, and Angels.

Apolytikion of Synaxis of the Archangels
Fourth Tone
O Commanders of the Heavenly Host, we the

unworthy beseech you, that through your entreaties
you will fortify us, guarding us in the shelter of the
wings of your ethereal glory, even as we fervently
bow before you crying: “Deliver us from all danger, as
Commanders of the Powers on high! “

Kontakion of Synacxis of the Archangels

Second Tone

Chief Commanders of God; ministers of divine glory;
guides for men and leadership of the Incorporeal; as
Chief Commanders of the Incorporeal, plead for our
welfare and for great mercy.

NOVEMBER 2025




SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9™

Nektarios the Wonderworker,
Bishop of Pentapolis

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America - www.goarch.org

Readin

Saint Nektarius was born in Selyvria
of Thrace on October 1, 1846. After
putting himself through school in
Constantinople with much hard
labour, he became a monk on Chios
in 1876, receiving the monastic name
of Lazarus; because of his virtue, a
year later he was ordained deacon,
receiving the new name of Nektarius.
Under the patronage of Patriarch
Sophronius of Alexandria, Nektarius
went to Athens to study in 1882;
completing his theological studies in
1885, he went to Alexandria, where
Patriarch Sophronius ordained him
priest on Marcah 23, 1886 in the
Cathedral of Saint Sabbas, and in
August of the same year, in the Church
of Saint Nicholas in Cairo, made
him Archimandrite. Archimandrite
Nektarius showed much zeal both for
preaching the word of God, and for
the beauty of God’s house. He greatly beautified the Church of
Saint Nicholas in Cairo, and years later, when Nektarius was in
Athens, Saint Nicholas appeared to him in a dream, embracing
him and telling him he was going to exalt him very high.

On January 15, 1889, in the same Church of Saint Nicholas,
Nektarius was consecrated Metropolitan of the Pentapolis in
eastern Libya, which was under the jurisdiction of Alexandria.
Although Nektarius’® swift ascent through the degrees of
ecclesiastical office did not affect his modesty and childlike
innocence, it aroused the envy of lesser men, who convinced the
elderly Sophronius that Nektarius had it in his heart to become
Patriarch. Since the people loved Nektarius, the Patriarch was
troubled by the slanders. On May 3, 1890, Sophronius relieved
Metropolitan Nektarius of his duties; in July of the same year, he
commanded Nektarius to leave Egypt.

Without seeking to avenge or even to defend himself, the
innocent Metropolitan left for Athens, where he found that
accusations of immorality had arrived before him. Because his
good name had been soiled, he was unable to find a position
worthy of a bishop, and in February of 1891 accepted the
position of provincial preacher in Euboia; then, in 1894, he
was appointed dean of the Rizarios Ecclesiastical School in
Athens. Through his eloquent sermons his unwearying labours
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to educate fitting men for the priesthood,
his generous alms deeds despite his own
poverty, and the holiness, meekness, and
fatherly love that were manifest in him,
he became a shining light and a spiritual
guide to many. At the request of certain
pious women, in 1904 he began the
building of his convent of the Holy Trinity
on the island of Aegina while yet dean of
the Rizarios School; finding later that his
presence there was needed, he took up
his residence on Aegina in 1908, where
he spent the last years of his life, devoting
himself to the direction of his convent and
to very intense prayer; he was sometimes
seen lifted above the ground while rapt
in prayer. He became the protector of all
Aegina, through his prayers delivering
the island from drought, healing the sick,
and casting out demons. Here also he
endured wicked slanders with singular
patience, forgiving his false accusers and
not seeking to avenge himself. Although he had already worked
wonders in life, an innumerable multitude of miracles have been
wrought after his repose in 1920 through his holy relics, which
for many years remained incorrupt. There is hardly a malady
that has not been cured through his prayers; but Saint Nektarius
is especially renowned for his healings of cancer for sufferers in
all parts of the world.

Apolytikion of Nectarius the Wonderworker

First Tone

O faithful, let us honor Nektarios, divine servant of Christ,
offspring of Silivria and guardian of Aegina, who in these latter
years was manifested as the true friend of virtue. All manner
of healing wells forth for those who in piety cry out, “Glory
to Christ who glorified you; glory to Him who, through you,
wrought wonders; glory to Him who, through you, works
healing for all”

Kontakion of Nectarius the Wonderworker

Plagal of the Fourth Tone

Injoy, let our hearts praise the latest shining star of the Orthodox,
the newly erected rampart of the Church. For, glorified by
the work of the Spirit, he abundantly pours forth the grace of
healing to those who cry out, “Hail, Father Nektarios”
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 215"

Feast of the Entrance into The Temple of
Our Most Holy Lady The Theotokos

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America - www.goarch.org

Introduction

The Feast of the Entrance into the Temple of Our Most Holy
Lady the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary is celebrated on
November 21 each year. The Feast commemorates when
as a young child, the Virgin Mary entered the Temple in
Jerusalem.

Protevangelion Story
The birth and early life of the Virgin Mary is not recorded

in the Gospels or other books of the New Testament,
however this information can be found in a work dating
from the second century known as the Book of James or
Protevangelion.

When Mary was three years old, Joachim and Anna
decided that the time had come to fulfill their promise and
to offer her to the Lord. Joachim gathered the young girls
of the neighborhood to form an escort, and he made them
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go in front of Mary, carrying torches. Captivated by the
torches, the young child followed joyfully to the Temple,
not once looking back at her parents nor weeping as she
was parted from them.

The holy Virgin ran toward the Temple, overtaking her
attendant maidens and threw herself into the arms of the
High Priest Zacharias, who was waiting for her at the gate
of the Temple with the elders. Zacharias blessed her saying,
“It is in you that He has glorified your name in every
generation. It is in you that He will reveal the Redemption
that He has prepared for His people in the last days.”

Then, Zacharias brought the child into the Holy of
Holies—a place where only the High Priest was permitted
to enter once a year on the Day of Atonement. He placed
her on the steps of the altar, and the grace of the Lord
descended upon her. She arose and expressed her joy in a
dance as wonder seized all who saw this happen.

The Virgin Mary dwelt in the Temple for nine years until,
reaching an age for marriage, she was taken from the
Temple by the priests and elders and entrusted to Joseph
as the guardian of her virginity.

The Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple signifies
her total dedication to God and her readiness for her
future vocation as the Mother of the Incarnate Lord. This
is a feast of anticipation. As honor is shown to Mary, the
faithful are called to look forward to the Incarnation of
Christ, celebrated in a little more than a month by the
Feast of the Nativity on December 25.

Icon of the Feast

The icon of the feast tells the story of Mary’s entry into
the Temple. The High Priest, Zacharias, is in his priestly
robes standing on the step of the Temple. His arms are
outstretched, ready to greet and receive the Virgin. Mary
is shown as a small child, standing before Zacharias with
her arms reaching up to him. In some icons the young
maidens who served as her escort are depicted standing
behind her. Also, we see her parents, Joachim and Anna,
offering their child to God and His divine service. In the
upper center portion of the icon, the Virgin is seated on the
steps of the Holy of Holies. An angel is there, attending to
the one chosen by God to bring the Savior into the world.
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THANKSGIVING SERVICE

do all in the name of the Lord Jesus
giving thanks through Him =

w  toGod the Father” &3
Colossians 3:17

S e . e M

% his is a wonderful period in time where
family and friends get together on this
occasion to give thanks to God for the
blessings and gifts that He has bestowed
on us. Also to thank our forefathers who
gave thanks to the Lord a long time ago.
This yearly tradition is one of my favorites
because it brings us all closer together,
makes us stop our daily lives, to spend this
day together over some good food and lots
of company.

We are also busy with our daily lives, our
jobs, our friends, and loved ones, that
there are not that many occasions that we
get together as a family. It's one of those
Holidays that we prepare the traditional
Turkey dinner as our main meal, with
stuffing, and all the dressings and desserts
that come with it. True, Thanksgiving comes
from a spirit of gratitude toward God and
contentment with what He has provided. It
also is a season of remembering God for
all He has done and expressing gratitude to
Him.

9 KOINONIA
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HMEPA TON EYXAPHYTIQON

l!ivou to  Bavpdota  mepiodog  OMOVL

OlKOYévela Kal @iAoL OLYKEVTpWVOVTAL
HE aUTN TNV €uKalpia ylo v EVXapLOTH OOV
Tov ®ed yla TIG evAoyieg kat Ta dwpa MOV
pag €xel xapioet. Emiong va evxapiotioovpe
TOVG TPOYOVOLG HAG TIOV €VXApiOTNOAV TOV
Kopto mpv xpovia. Avtny n etriota mapddoon
elval [a amod TI§ To  ayanmnuéveg Hov, emetdn
Hag @épvel OAOLG TMO KOVTA, HOG KAVEL va
oTapatfoovpe TNV Kabnuepvotntd pag, va
TIEPACOVE AVTH TNV NUéPa 0ot padi pe kKakod
@aynto kat kaAn apéa. Eneidn emiong eipaote
TOAV amaoXoAnpévol pe Ty kabnuepvotntd
pag, TG SovAelég pag, Tovg @IAovg pag Kat
TOVG AYATNUEVOVG Hag, Sev LTTAPXOVV TTOANEG
EVKALPIEG TTOV UTOPOVUE VO CUVAVTIWHACTE
oav owoyévela. Eivar pa amod ekeiveg TIg
€0PTEG TIOVL TIPOETOLLALOVUE TO TIAPASOOLAKO
deimvo g Tahomovlag, wg kbpLo yevpa pag, pe
YEULON, Kat OAeG TIG 0dATOoEG Kat Ta emdopmia
mov TN ovvodebovv. Teyovog eivar OTL 0
Huépa twv Evyaplotiwv mmyddet and mvedpa
ELYVWHOOVVNG TTPOG TOV Oed Kal Lkavomoinon
yta 0Aa ta ayaBd mov Exeivog pog €xet xapioet.
Eivau emiong pa emoxn mov Qupopaote Tov Oeod
Ylo Oha doa €xet KAvel yla pag, kot ekgpdlovpe

TNV EVYVWHOOVVI O ‘AVTOV.
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 484/2025

Archepiscopal Encyclical
Prayer for Peace in the Middle East

October 15, 2025

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons,
Presvyteres and Diakonisses, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish
Councils, Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100,
the Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox
Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese

of America:

“Kapmog 0& dikatoovvng €v eipnv omeipeTal Toig TToLoVOLWY elprivny.”
(Iaxwpov 3:18)

“And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.”
(James 3:18)

My beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

In recent days, the attention of the world has once again turned toward the Middle
East. With profound relief and heartfelt thanksgiving, we learned the news of a ceasefire
agreement and exchange of hostages, marking an end to the devastating bloodshed in the

region. Coming as it does near the second anniversary of the tragic events of October 7,
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2023, this development marks an initial yet decisive step toward what we fervently pray

will lead to lasting peace in the Middle East. For this, I call upon all of our communities
to lift our hearts in thanksgiving to the Almighty God.

We echo the words of the Patriarchs and Heads of the Churches in Jerusalem, who
recently declared: “In this spirit, we join with our fellow Christians and others of goodwill
around the world in giving thanks to the Almighty for leading us to this auspicious
moment, even as we realize that the work of peacebuilding has only just begun. May God
grant us all the grace to rededicate ourselves to this vital task, shepherding us toward
that golden age of peace so long envisioned by the prophets and sages of old —and for
which our Lord Jesus Christ himself gave up his own life, rising to new life beyond the

grave.”!

Needless to say, the needs of the people remain immense. The call for
humanitarian relief and reconstruction is urgent and undeniable. For this reason, in my
new capacity as Chair of the Governing Board of the National Council of Churches, Ihave
also called upon all humanitarian agencies within our member communions—including
the International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)—to renew and coordinate their
efforts to bring relief and healing to Gaza. Moreover, I take this opportunity to highlight
the Archdiocese’s collaboration with Churches for Middle East Peace through the Let
Children Live campaign, which seeks to safeguard and uplift children in Gaza and the

West Bank —innocent victims who bear the heaviest burdens of war.
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

As we welcome these seeds of peace with thanksgiving, let us remain steadfast in
prayer and compassion. The suffering of the region is far from over, and the wounds of
generations will not be healed overnight. Yet, as Orthodox Christians, we are called to be
ministers of reconciliation and instruments of divine mercy. Let us, therefore, continue to
pray and strive for a just and enduring peace, one that embraces all peoples of the Holy
Land - Jews, Christians, and Muslims alike — so that harmony, justice, and mutual respect

may prevail.

May the Prince of Peace, our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us to be peacemakers
and co-workers in His Kingdom.
With paternal love in the Christ,

2

14, . - - p N o
| el t[f LEO JJ=T)S A 2> Ery o @
4 s/ /

t+ ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America,
Chair of the Governing Board
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IEPA APXIEITIXKOITH AMEPIKHX
APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

AoOu. INowr.: 484/2025

AQXLEMLOKOTILKT] TOLUAVTIKT) €YKUKALOG

Y v eignvn ot Méon AvatoAr.

17 Oxtwpelov 2025

ITooc 1tovg XePacpiwtatovs kKat Oeo@deotdtovg

Apyxlegelg,  Toug

EvAapeotatovg Tepeic kai Awaxovoug, tic ITpeoButéges kal Tic AlakOViooeg, TOUG

Movayxovg xkai tic Movaxés, touvg Ilpoédpovg kat ta MéAn twv Kowotikwv

ZvupovAiwyv, tovg EvtipoAoywtatovg Agxovteg tov Otkovpevikov Ilatouapyelov,

@ néAn e ‘Hyeolag twv 100, a6 Huepnow kat Amoyevpativa LXOAeglx, TIC

PLromtwyxovg AdeAgotnteg, T NeoAaia, Tic EAANvVopOddolec Opyavawoels katl

OAOKANEO T0 XQLoTEMWVLHO TTAT)owHa TS Tepag AQXLeTIOKOTING AUEQLKNG.

«Kapmog 6¢ dikaioo0vng €v elpnvi] OTEIPETAL TOIG TIOLOVOLY EPNVNIV»

(IaxwpPov 3:18).

ITooopAeic adeAgol kat adeAgeg v XoLotw,

Tov teAevtaio kaO, 1 MEOCOXT) TOL KOOUOL OTEAPNKE TAAL TTEOS T Méom

AvatoAn. Me peydAn avaxkov@on kal pe 0eQueg evxaQuoTieg mEOG TO0 B0

TIAT)00OoENONKaE TN XaEUOoLVYT] eldnoT 0Tt éTuTevXONKE oCLUPWVin ekeXELOlag Kal

AVTAAAAYTC ALXHAADTOV, OJHATODOTWVTAS TO TEAOC TNG AVEAENTNG alpaTtoxvoiag

otV mepoxr]. To yeyovog avto ovuPatvel kOvTa oTr) deUTEQT EMETELO TNG TOAYLKTG
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atpatoxvoiag g 7™ Oktwpoiov 2023 kat eivat t0 MEWTOo Kat kabOoQLoTuko Brpa meog

) dlapkr) elpr)vn ot Méon AvatoAr), yux v omoia Oeoua mpooevxdpaote 0to O¢o.
& avto onuega mMEOTKAA® OAEG TIC KOWVOTNTEG HAC VA AvaTEPOUpE eDXAQLOTIO

TEOG TOV MAVTOOUVAUO Oe0.

Entavadappdavovpe ta Adya twv Iatoiaoxwv kat twv dAAwV &oxXnywv twv
ExkAnowwv ota TegoodAvua, ot 6mtoioL mpoopatws dAwoav:

«YTo 10 MveLUa aVTO, EVWVOUAOTE HETA TWV A0V XQLOTIAVOV KAl TWV
avOownwv kaAng BeAnjoews maykoouiws, evxaglotovvtes Tov Iavtodvvapo Oeo, 6
Ormotog pag 0d1ynoe o¢ pia tétolx eVVOIKT Kal LOTOQWKN OTLYU, &vayvweilovtag
WOTOOOV OTL TO £QYO TG OLKODOUT|OEWGS TNG €lEN VNG Poloketat dopa oty doxn. Eibe
0 ®eoc va pag dtvel ) Xapn v a@lepwOovpe €k véou 01O CwTikd avTto €QYO0,
OO YWVTAG HAG TEOG TI) XQLOT) €TOXT) TNG €lrvng, TV OToia dpapatiotnKav ot
TIQOPTTES KAl Ol COPOL TWV alVwV, Kal Y tv onola 6 dlog 6 Kvglog fpwv Tnoovg
Xowotog mooépepe ) Cwr) Tov kat dvéotn €k TOL TAPOL OTNV AtV Kat AANOw)

Coompl.

Aév xwodel apgiBoAior 8Tt ol AVAYKES TOU AAOD MAQAUEVOULV TEQAOTLEG: Ol
xkAnoelg yux avlpwrotikr) Porfeix kat avowkodounon eival Eémetyovoes kat
avapgofrmrec. ' avto kat pé ) véa pov wiotnta ws Ipoédov thc Alokovong
Erutgomng tov EOvikov XvpBovAiov ExkAnowwv g Apeoung (National Council of
Churches of Christ), dmnvOuva mpookAnon oé SAa T avOQWTIOTIKA WEVHATA TV
pneAwv tov ExkAnowwv —petald avtav kai 10 IOCC (International Orthodox Christian
Charities)— ywx v ovvovtovioouvv Tic TEoOoTaOelég TOVG TEOS AVAKOVEPLOT] Kal
Oepameia ToL Aaov g Aweidag g I'dlac. Emiong, dodttopat Tng evkaiag avtng
Y va Emonudva T ovvegyaoia e I pag Agxlemioronng pe tov gopéa «Churches
for Middle East Peace» péow tnc mowtoBovAiag «Let Children Live», 1] 0mtolar otoxevel
otV EooTacia Kat VTOOTAELEN TV AWV 0T Aweda t¢ I'dlag kat ot AvtikT)
‘Ox 01 tov Togdavov, tax Omota av Kal EvieAws dBwa oNKwWVoLVY TO HeYAAUTEQO BAQOG

TOL TIOAEOoV.

!https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/anakoinothenta/%ce%b4%ce%b7%ce%obb%ct%89%c %83 %ce%b9%c%83-
%ce%b4%ce%b9%ce%b1-%cf%84%ce%b7%ce%bd-

%cf%80%cf%81%ce%obf%ct%83 % cf%86%ce%b1%cf%84%ce%bf%ce%obd-
%ce%b5%ce%ba%ce%b5%ct%87%ce%b5%ce%b9%ct%81%ce%%b9%ce%b1%ce%bd/
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ITooopAeic adeAgol kat adeAgeg ev XQLotw,

Mé dofoAoyia kal xapa AdPape TV €lONOTM TN €ONVNG, OUWS TTAQAUEVOVLLE
AKAOVNTOL 0TIV TIROOELXN HaS Kal otV @ulavipwnia pag yix toug dvOowmovg
éxetvoug. To TéAog Tov Tdvov dev @Patvetal KOVTX Yix TNV TEQLOXT] avTH, Kol T
Toavpata MOAA@WV yevewv dev Bepamevovtat v pix vuktl. ‘Ouwg, wg 0006doot
xowtiavol kANOMkape va yivovpe Aettovgyol ™G KataAAayne kal oQyava
EAenuoovvne. Ag ovvexioovue, AoLTdv, VA TROCELXOUAOTE KAL VO AYWVILOHAOTE YIX
pio dticartn kal dtxpicn) elprjvn, oL Oax aykaAdlet GAovg Tovg Aaovg twv Ayiwv ToTtwv
(Tovdaiovg, Xplotiavoug kKat MovoOUAHAVOUG), MOTE VA ETUKQATHOOLV 1] AQUOVIA, 1)
dkaloovvT kal 0 dpoBatog oeacpoc.

O apxwv ¢ elorvng, 6 Kvglog Nuwv Tnoovg Xpotdg ag Hag EVOuvapwvel,

WOTE VA YIVOUAOTE ELONVOTIOOL KAl oLVEQYATES TOL Oelov BeAnjpatoc.

Meta matokng év XoLote ayanng,
s e XS5
§ Ko Fpredhces

t 6 Apeowng EAmudogpogog,
[Tooedpog tov EOvikov ZuvppovAiov twv ExkAnowwv tng ApeQkng
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 491/2025
Archepiscopal Encyclical for National Leadership 100 Sunday
October 26, 2025

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, Presvyteres and Diakonisses, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members
of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of
Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek
Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred
Archdiocese of America:

Omov yap éotv 0 Onoavpog Vuwv, kel éoTal Kol 1] Kapdia Duwv.
(kata MatOaiov 6:21)
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
(Matthew 6:21)

Beloved sisters and brothers in the Lord,

This Sunday, when we celebrate the Holy Great-Martyr and Myrrh-Streamer
Demetrios, we also pause to remember the extraordinary contributions to the life of our
Church of the Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Fund. After all, the ever-memorable
Archbishop lakovos” baptismal name was “Demetrios.” Therefore, there is a certain
auspiciousness in the proximity of the Feasts of both the Great-Martyr and the Brother of
God, whose own celebration falls on October 23.

Leadership 100, which was the vision of Archbishop Iakovos, is one of his most
enduring legacies. Especially in this Twentieth Year since his repose in the Lord, we
celebrate Leadership 100 as a prime example of how our stewardship of material things
reveals the core of our spiritual priorities. As the Lord said so simply and beautifully: For
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where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. The Members of Leadership 100 have —
in so many cases — led the way in the propagation and increase of diakonia throughout
our Sacred Archdiocese of America. And this is because they see with the same vision
that inspired Archbishop lakovos, a dream for an Archdiocese with National Ministries,
which meets the needs and aspirations of its Faithful.

Therefore, on this Sunday, when we celebrate with thanksgiving and recognize
the Archbishop lakovos Leadership 100 Fund, let us all take inspiration from their
exemplary labors on behalf of our Church. They have given from the abundance with
which God has blessed them, and which they have achieved by their own diligence and
industry. Let us thank them and follow their example by laying up treasure in Heaven,
where neither moth nor rust corrupt, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For
where our treasure is, there will our hearts be as well, unto the ages of ages. Amen!

With much paternal love in our Lord,

7{5 Hpzongs %%%éﬁ

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America

NOVEMBER 2025




IEPA APXIEIIIXKOITH AMEPIKHX
APXIEITIXKOIIIKH EI'KYKAIOX

AoOp. Ipwr.: 491/2025

Agxtemokomuikr) EykvkAlog

Y v Kvgiakn a@regwpévn otnv ‘Hyeoia twv 100.

26 Oxktwpolov 2025

[Iooc toug ZLePacuwwtatovrg kat  Oeo@ureotatovg

Apyxlepelg,  TOUG

EvAaBeotdtoug Tepelc kat Awaxdvoug, tic IlpeoButépeg kal Tic AlakOviooesg, TOUG

Movayxoug kat tic Movayxég, touvg Ilpoédoovg xkat tax MéAn twv Kowotwwv

YvppovAiwv, toug EvtipoAoyiwtdtovg Agxovteg tov Oikovpevikov Iatouxpyeiov,

@ péAn g Hyeolag tov 100, ta Hpeorjowx kat Amoyevpativa YX0Aelx, TiG

dlomtwyxovg AdeApotntee, T NeoAaia, tic EAANVop006doLec Opyavwoels kal

OAOKANEO 10 XpLoTETWVLHO TTAT)owHa TS Tepag ApxLemiokomng ApeQukng.

«Omov yap éotv 0 Onoavpog vuwv, ékel éoTal kal 1) kKapdic dpwv»

(Kata MatOaiov 6:21).

ITooopAelc ddeAgol kal adeApeg ev XoLoTw,

T onueorvr) Kvouakr), kata v onola éogtalovpe tov Ayio MeyaAopagtuoa

kot Anuntolo tov MupoBAUTH, oteé@ovpe TNV mEOooXT] Hag otV éEalgetn oLUPBOAT)

tov Tapeiov g «Hyeolag twv 100» ot Cwn kat ot dakovia ¢ ExkAnolag pac.

Oxt oxaia, 10 PanTIOTIKO OVOUA TOU HAKAQLOTOL AQxLleTiokémov Taxwpov, tov

opapatioT) Kat vt oL év Adyw Tapelov, nrav Anuntotoc! "Etor, 1) fuéoa g
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£€00TNG T0L MeyaAopagtueog Poloketat mAnolov ¢ €0t ToL AdeAgobéov, otic 23

Oxtwpolov eékaotov Etoug.

‘H «Hyeotla tov 100», kaQmOg TOL 0QAUATOS TOU dLOQATIKOL AQXLETLOKOTOV
TaxwPov, dmoteAet pila €k TV MAEOV HAKQOXOOVIWYV Kol LOVTAVOV TTAQakataxOnKwyv
tov. Kat dlwg 10 10éX0V €10C, MOoL eival T0 €ikooTo amo v €v Kvplw kolunor) tov,
tpovpe v «Hyeola twv 100» ¢ AaUTQ0 MaQAdELYHA TQOTIOU dlXXEIQLONG TWV
VAV ayabav, anokaAvmtovtag To BaB0og kal TV o0 TA TWV TIVEVUATIKOV HAG
nipoteQaoTrTwv. O Adyog tov Kvpiov dvinxet oagpawg: «'Omov yao éotv 6 Onoavog
VU@V, €kel Eotat kat 1) kapdia Vpwv». Ta wéAn e « Hyeolag twv 100» dmodeuvoovv
TIAALY Kol TOAAGKIS OTL 1] KAQOLX TOVG elval TATOWS APOCLWHEVT] 0T dlakoviat TOL
niAnowpatog g Tepag Agxlemiokomng Apeoung. Mé ) ovvexr vrooTroLEn mEOGS TV
ApxLleriiokon] pag, avalwoyovoov kat Epumvéovy 6Ao to owpa s ExkAnoiag, diott
KaAALEQYoUV TO D10 dpapa, Tov éumvevotnke 6 Agxtemiokomnog Takwfog yux pia
AQXLETIOKOTIN HE TUNHATA DAKOVIAG TTOL KAAVTITOLY TIG AVAYKES KAl TIC Avnovxieg
OAwV TV TOTWV.

‘Emtopévawg, v Kvguaxn avtr), kata v 0mola mavnyveika €00Tdlovpe TV
‘Hyeota twv 100, &g mdoovue OAoL oav magdderypa tv evyevn kal évOovoudn
dlakoviat Twv HEAWV TNG, dLOTL TTAVTOTE TTEOOPEQOLV ATIO TV APOovia pé v omola
0 ©®e0c TOUG €VAOYNOE, HETAX ATIO TV EQYyaoia kal TO pOoxOo Tovg. Ag TOLG
EVXAQLOTIOOVE, AOLTtOV, €k PBabovg Puxng kat ag pundovpe TO TAQAdELYUA TOVG,
«Onoavpllovteg €v ovEavoIg, OTtov pNTe ONG UNte POwols apaviCel, kol Omov kKAEmTaL
oV dopvooovoy 0VdE KAEMTOLOLY». AOTL OTov Poloketar 6 OnoavEdc pag, Ekel

Poloketal kal 1] KAEdLA Hag, €I¢ TOUS alwvag TV alwvwy. Aurv!

Meta moAANG €v XQLoT@ MaTokng ayAnng,
/o‘ s 5?%405

t 6 Apepknc EAmidogopog,
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ARCHPASTORAL VISIT - Saturday, November 8™

Archpastoral Visit of His Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

Feastday of the Synaxis of the Holy
g Archangels
v

;
Orthros and Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy

Saturday, November 8, 2025
9:00 A.M.

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
520 Ponca St,
Baltimore, MD 21224
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GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF SAINT THOMAS

GREEKORTHODOX
METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY

Dear Saint Th

With the blessings of His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, Saint Thomas
has been chosen to celebrate the feast of the patron of our Metropolis, Saint lakovos of
Evia, on November 21 and 22. This will be a major undertaking with hundreds of visitors
hosted for the services, dinner on Friday evening and coffee hour on Saturday after liturgy.

In order to fund this undertaking, we ask that you contribute to the Saint lakovos Feast Day
Fund. The major contributors will be listed on the commemorative bulletin under the

following cate

Gold
Silver
Bronze
Supporter

You can send a check to the Parish office or contribute online https://b.link/fundraisers

EAAHNIKH OPOOAOEH KOINOTHTA ATIOY ©OQMA

omas Family and friends,

gories:

$5,000
$2,500
$1,000
$750

or scan the QR code

May Saint lakovos protect you.

Rev. Protopresbyter Georgios Oikonomou
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Rev. Protopresbyter
Georgios Oikonomou

October 31, 2025
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Parish Council President

615 Mercer Street- Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002-2689- Tel: (856) 665-1731- Fax: (856) 665-1854
www.goc-stthomas.com - goc.stthomas@gmail.com
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His Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos

e of New Jersey
Invites All the Faithful to the
Celebration of the Feast of St. Iakovos of Evia

METROPOLIS OF
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Patron Saint of the Metropolis of New Jersey

It is an enormous

blessing to have, for the

first time, the

Epitrachelion (vestment)
of St. Iakovos presented

for veneration

Hierarchical Great Vespers,
Acolyte Blessing,
and Dinner Reception

Friday, November 21, 2025
6:00 P.M.

St. Thomas
Greek Orthodox Church
615 Mercer Street
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
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Orthros,
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy,
and Reception

Saturday, November 22, 2025
9:00 A.M.

St. Thomas
Greek Orthodox Church
615 Mercer Street
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY

[EPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAX IEPXEHX

METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

October 24, 2025

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy,

Esteemed Members of the Metropolis Council, Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
Esteemed Members of the Parish Councils and Philoptochos Sisterhood,

All Tonsured Acolytes, And All Devout Orthodox Christians

of the Greek Orthodox Communities of the Sacred Metropolis of New Jersey,

My Beloved in the Lord,

I hope and pray that this letter finds all of you well. On Saturday, November 22,
2025, the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey will be celebrating the Feastday of our
Patron Saint, St. Iakovos (Tsalikis) of Evvia. It is therefore with great joy that I announce to
you the schedule for the Divine Services which will take place to mark this most important
Feastday in the life of our sacred Metropolis:

Friday, November 21, 2025
6.00 pm Great Hierarchical Vespers

At St. Thomas Greek Orthodox Church
615 Mercer St, Cherry Hill Township, NJ 08002

All tonsured Acolytes of the Delaware Valley are invited to attend and participate in
the Great Vespers Service, and should bring their Altar Boy Robes with them for the service.
At the conclusion of the Vespers Service, His Eminence will bestow upon each of the
Acolytes a cross for them to wear when serving in the altar.

Saturday, November 22, 2025
9.00 am Orthros & Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

At St. Thomas Greek Orthodox Church
615 Mercer St, Cherry Hill Township, NJ 08002

I call upon the faithful of our sacred Metropolis to attend and participate in these
beautiful Divine Services so that we may join together as one spiritual family in celebrating
the memory of our beloved Patron Saint. This year we will have the additional blessing of
venerating a relic of the saint, his epitrachelion, which I have received from the abbot of the
Monastery of Osios David. A celebratory reception will follow the services on both days.

Praying that our loving Lord, through the intercessions of St. lakovos of Evvia,
continue to bless all of you, I remain
With Paternal Love and Blessings

F e oA\ Fron X S\O

tAPOSTOLOS
__Metropolitariof New Jersey

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ 07090-1656 - Telephone: (908) 301-0500 - Fax: (908) 301-1397
web: www.nj.goarch.org - e-mail: metropolis@goarch.org
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THOUGHTS FROM EVA LALLAS

STEWARDSHIP - NURTURING OUR FAITH

November is Stewardship
Month!

Webster’s  definition  of
steward: one who actively
directs affairs—manager. We
can add: guardian, caretaker,
trustee. The duties of a
steward include careful and
responsible management of
something entrusted to one’s
care.

Webster’s definition of stewardship: the office, duties, and
obligations of a steward; the individual’s responsibility to manage
his life and property with proper regard to the rights of others.
We can add: entrusted to oversee spiritual responsibilities

So how do these terms apply to me personally? To each of us?
We have been stewards since our childhood when we were taught
to take care of our possessions, our toys, our pets. Our sense of
responsibility expanded as we grew, gained independence, and
made important decisions. The environmentalists emphasize
stewardship regarding our physical surroundings: understanding
the importance of caring for and not depleting nature’s resources;
learning about and honoring all life, and working toward helping
to prevent the extinction of many species. Thus, we strive to be
good stewards of our physical surroundings.

Let us now look at the more meaningful aspect of our stewardship,
that of our spiritual being. How fitting that the importance
of stewardship and being a good steward is emphasized in our
Orthodox Churches at this time of year: November, the month
during which we celebrate Thanksgiving! During the previous
months as we rushed through the demands of our daily routine
and plans for the future...the next day, week, year, and perhaps the
distant future, now we can occasionally reflect on the yesterdays of
our lives. Thanksgiving gives us the perfect opportunity to pause
and remember past events in our community; and the various
persons who shaped not only our lives but that of our beloved St.
Nicholas and to thank them.

Our Church has a history not unlike many Greek Orthodox
communities in the United States and throughout the Diaspora:
having been established and maintained with deep and enduring
faith to the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The church
communities were built by immigrants of limited means on
“shoestring” budgets because they envisioned practicing their
faith as their priority and held fast to that goal. They sacrificed and
gave financial support to their churches proportionally perhaps
to a greater degree than we and were more involved in their
functioning. They were true stewards of their faith.
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One questions, however, what has changed in the generations
that have followed our forefathers? Have we become complacent,
taking our church for granted? Do we assume that it will continue
to grow and thrive without the need of each of us to cultivate it?
Perhaps secular interests such as sports and entertainment have
replaced involvement and support of church programs. The future
of Orthodoxy is dependent upon our youth's understanding of our
faith which is strengthened by participating in church services
and attending Sunday School and Greek School classes. They are
the future stewards of our faith.

Does not the responsibility fall upon parents, as good stewards,
to take a firm stand in the best interest of their children, directing
them to church related activities such as those offered by the
JOY and GOYA groups rather than secular ones when there are
schedule conflicts. Assuring that our children will gain all that
our church ministries provide about Orthodoxy and their Greek
heritage for their development requires commitment and sacrifice
on the part of today’s very busy parents. Bringing their children
to St.Nicholas were commitments and sacrifices that were made
willingly by many parents in the past.

We commend the parents who not only make sure that their
children are active in the life of the church but also volunteer in
church programs despite other responsibilities; involvement for
which their children will be eternally grateful.

Fortunately we at St.Nicholas have a solid core of faithful stewards
who have taken their stewardship commitment to the church to
heart devoting their time, talents, and financial support. This is
true stewardship!

Let’s now revisit the author’s question: How does stewardship/
steward apply to me personally? I can assess my involvement in
the functioning of our church and take the appropriate steps as
needed. I know that I have a certain talent that I can offer the
church and I can make time to help wherever needed. Since
November is Stewardship Month I can increase my financial
donation for the maintenance of the church in keeping up with
inflationary prices just as I am witnessing them in my personal
budget. In addition, I can consider donating toward a specific
needed item listed in recent issues of the Koinonia. In this way I
am able to honor our immigrant forefathers who established our
churches from “scratch” so that we can worship and praise God
in His house.

Keeping the above needs in mind as I complete my Stewardship
Card, I will increase my financial contribution to St.Nicholas.
Thusly, I can thank our Lord returning to Him the blessings He
has bestowed upon all of us.

Happy Thanksgiving Day!
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‘5 @’ In addition, I am adding “The Greek Corner” which is the
G r e e k outcome of phrases frequently used during conversations with

Father Michael. They are sayings, parables, idioms with
variations that address and express life situations or specific
persons and have been common throughout the Greek world

C o r n e r for many generations. In fact, such messages are universal.

You are encouraged to inform us of some that are familiar to

you. Please send them to: el817@yahoo.com

1). MeyaAwoe n kodokvba, kat ¢otpidpe o Aaipog tng!
The squash, gourd grew very large and it’s neck became twisted!
One has gotten too big for his britches, or......one acts like he’s now high on the social scale,
or.....now keeping up with the Jones’.

2). PaocovAr, @acovAt yepilel To oakoUvAl.  (One of Father’s favorites!)
Bean by bean, the sack is filled!
When we all chip in, little by little, our goal is accomplished!

3). 'HpBav ta aypwa, va Siwovv ta nuepa.
The wild ones came to oust the tame ones!
A new group of “know-it-alls” has come to take over, to upset the current procedure.

%
, A 4). Kahua apya, tapa mote!
» Better late than never!

Ve

y =, 5). Tng vuxtag Ta kapwpata, ta BAemet n pepa kar yeAast.
e Work that is done at night is laughable when viewed during the day!
Often refers to intricate work that needs good lighting.

LA

Let’s take a look at a few more common American Phrases:

1.) Level playing field.
Abide by similar rules; be fair for results of value; no advantage to one or the other.

2.) On cloud nine!
In love! Feeling high! Feeling good! Everything’s going your way! No obstructions!

3.) Not a snowball’s chance in hell!
Slim chance of a positive outcome!
Just like a ball of snow winding up in the eternal fire of Hades! Gone!

4.) The proof is in the pudding!
We will determine how good the taste of a food is, or the outcome of an event at the end;
not just by its initial appearance.
Also, the proof is in the eating, said of determining how good a sausage is after eating it.
(Both are sayings from England.)

5.) Charity begins at home.
First we look after and take care of our family before we engage in doing good works
for others in the community.
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STEWARDSHIP NEWS

RIS I e P N he whole issue of Stewardship is as old as the Bible. Cain

Ll e {las ) and Abel made an offering to God. The gift of Abel was
AN D B u IL - accepted while the gift of Cain was rejected, Why? Because

' - Cain made an ordinary offering while Abel brought the very
best he could to God. Therefore, we must remember that our

77 : ¢ ifts will not find favor in God's eyes unless they come from
BW'WQ/HP WBW OfCth ’?he heart and out of sense of love.YAll successfulYCommunities

- ' function when each of us in one way or another contribute our

STEWAR.IDSHIP MINISTRY time, talents, and love. You commit yourselves to a cause that
you believe in with God's blessings. Through a Christian Stew-
ardship pledge system- each parishioner now decides through
the process of prayer and consideration what they personally feel they must return to God. If you give your
life to Christ, then giving will be a joy to you, not a duty. If you have not given your life to Christ, giving will
always be painful. A mother who loves her child counts it a joy not a chore to stay up all night with that child
when it is ill and needy. Through the generous and selfless giving, she is rewarded by her child's uncondi-
tional love. As we read Scripture we come to see that God always gives abundantly. He multiplied the 5 loaves,
which fed 5,000 people. He blessed the water at the marriage feast in Cana and there was an overabundance

of wine to be shared by all the invited guests. In 36 hours after someone has given blood for someone else,
God will replenish that blood. God always gives to us, but what do we give back to God. Our leftovers?

NEHEMIAN 2:18

When we attend the Divine Liturgy on Sunday's, we don't want a fragmented piece of sanctifying grace- we
want the fullness of Christ's grace and blessings. When we stood before the altar on our wedding day, you
didn't want the priest to give you just a part of the Sacrament of Marriage. When you brought your child to be
baptized-you had every right to expect that he or she was fully baptized in the Holy Trinity. Not partially? If
we receive the fullness of Christ's grace- then why should what we return to the Lord and His Church be any
less in fullness and quality? Why should our Christian giving and our Stewardship be anything less than what
we have to offer to God in return for His many blessings and material gifts? If you ever had a chance to visit
the children in a hospital who are suffering from different ailments, there is where we can experience life's
tragedies. This would truly give us the true example of what God's gift to us really is.

In closing, the faithful of our community today are asked to make a financial commitment to the Lord's work
through our church. Our offering is our active prayer of thanksgiving. Support of the Church is a vital part

of Christian worship and charity. There are a good number of faithful here in our parish, who can double or
triple their gifts without in any way reducing their standard of living. Giving is a personal matter between you
and God. Remember the example of Cain and Abel. How much should I give? Give no more- no less - give
only as God has prospered you. Do not give what you have been giving in the past. Consider how much God
has blessed you with. Let us contemplate all the things our Church does for us. So if we give an honest por-
tion back to God He will multiply it a hundred fold. We can continue to keep the candle lit for generations to
come by sharing God's Love. Thank you for your love offering and May God bless all of you.
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STEWARDSHIP NEWS

FREQUENTLY ASKED (QUESTIONS

How do I become a member of the arish?
Membership in the Orthodox Chu ch
begins at baptism (Chrismation for s me)
and continues throughout our life. We
are united with Christ through the sacr
ents, or mysteries, of the Church and th
ough our faithful offering of our entire
selv s to Jesus Christ. Our Archdiocese
requires ach parish to distinguish
between voting me nbers and non-voting
members. A voting ember is over 18 years
of age and turns i a signed stewardship
commitment card, co mitting a portion
of time, talent and treas re to the

Church. The Archdiocese also r quires
the voting member to remain current
ough the year on their commitments.
Keep * mind that true membership
in the Body of Christ involves living
according to His word and within His

Church.

Why must I commit to give a speciji
amount? Please keep in mind that your
st wardship of money is kept in the s
ictest of confidence. However, we do ¢
mpile the amounts anticipated to better
plan our budget.

What if I cannot fulfill my ste’r,vardship
commitment?

During the course of a year, circ
mstances because it is made out of your
lo e for God and His Church. Please do
not be concerned if you are unable to eet
your stewardship commitment -we ar are
glad you a part of this parish.
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CHRISTIAN
STEWARDSHIP IS ...

.. .learning how to be a responsible and concerned caretaker of
Christ’s Church; it is learning how to enjoy Church life and be
happy in Church work., for in Her dwells the fullness of the
Spirit of God.

... our active commitment to use all our time, talent and treasure
for the benefit of humankind in grateful acknowledgment of
Christ’s redeeming love.

... caring for the needs of others.

... offering one’s self to God as He offered Himself to us.

«

... what a person does after saying “I believe ... “, as proof of

that belief.

... devotion and service to God and His Church as persons,
as families, as diocese/metropolis, as national Church and as
Church universal.

Williams & Mci:ibben in Oriented Leadership

"RISE UP?
D BUILD!

NEHEMIAH 2:18

Budlding Up the Body of Chwist

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY
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ORDINATION OF FR. KONSTANTINOS LOUKAS
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AXIOS! AXIOS! AXIOS! AEIOX! AEIOX! AEIOZ! On behalf of Fr. Michael Pastrikos the
Parish Council, the Agios Nikolaos Philoptochos, and all of our church ministries, we extend our
heartfelt Congratulations to Fr. Konstantinos Loukas on his Ordination to the Holy Priesthood.

May he always be worthy and along with Presbytera Athanasia & their precious daughter, Flora,
continue to serve God in his new ministry at his newly assigned parish of St. Sophia in Pennsylvania!

}
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GOYA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

Thank you to everyone who helped make the GOYA Basketball Tournament a great success! BALTIMORE.MD

=
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ELLINOMATHIA CERTIFICATE CELEBRATION

he awarding of the Greek Language

Proficiency Certificate Ceremony
(Ellinomathia) at our church. As
an Examination Center, our school
triumphed again this year with the
outstanding success of our children. They
were so happy to receive their diplomas
(from Father Michael Pastrikos)
approved by the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki!!! Congratulations to our
children, parents, and families!

Congratulations to our teaching staff,
the wonderful teachers of the Afternoon
Greek School of St. Nicholas Church in
Baltimore!
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ST. NICHOLAS DIAMONDS

The St. Nicholas Diamonds meeting on Tuesday, October 7th.

r =
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 492/2025
Archepiscopal Encyclical for the Commemoration of OXI Day

October 28, 2025

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, Presvyteres and Diakonisses, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of
Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of
Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek
Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred
Archdiocese of America:

"Eotw &¢ 6 Adyog Vpwv vai vai, o0 o0 .... (kata MatOaiov 5:37)
Let your “yes” be “yes,” and your “no” be “no”.... (Matthew 5:37)

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

If, in the history of the Greek People, there was ever a definitive example of the
‘no being no,’” it is doubtless October 28, 1940 — OXI Day. In the face of overwhelming
fascist aggression, and the horrendous consequences of standing up to the Axis of evil,
which would bring the brutal Nazi Occupation (Katoxn) to Greece, brave Hellenes
rejected any submission to the evil to come with a single word, “OXL.” In doing so, they
signaled that in saying their ‘no was no,” they also voiced a roaring “Yes!” to freedom
and to truth.

The Heroes of 1940 were no different than those of 1821. Their sacrifices and
courage served to preserve the liberty of Greece, just as those of 1821 served to bring
about the liberation of Greece. And like those Immortal Heroes of the Revolution, many
perished without seeing the final victory for which they died. But their vision extended
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well beyond this world into the world to come — where freedom, justice and peace reign
supreme. They could say a resounding “No!” to the tyrants of this world, because their
hearts were crying out with “Yes!” to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords of the Eternal

Realm of Heaven.

Therefore, on this OXI Day, eighty-five years after their heroic cry of freedom, let
us commit to follow in their footsteps. Let our “no be no” to tyranny, to despotism, to
oppression and to cruelty. And let our “yes be yes” to the truth, to liberty, to decency and
to the true patriotism that values love for our country, rather than hatred for the “other.”

Though we may not be spending sleepless nights of vigilance in the cold and rain
of mountain fortresses, or risking our very lives in the defense of our homeland, we shall
yet be revealed to be worthy successors of those Heroes of 1940, crying out “No!” to the
abuse of power wherever it may occur, and “Yes!” to the freedom that our Lord promises
to all who follow Him.

With much paternal love in Christ,

Z{f %@/ﬂﬁ Vf}%,«éécs

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOITH AMEPIKHX
APXIEIIIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

AoOp. ITowr.: 492/2025
Agxtemiokomukr] EykvkAiog yia tnv nuéga tov OXI.
28 Oxktwpotov 2025

ITpog tovg XePacpwtdtovg  kal  Oeopleotdtovg  Apylepelg,

EvAaBeotatoug Tepeic kat Auakovoug, tic IpeoPutépes kat Tic Atakdviooeg,

TOUG

TOUG

Movayxovg xat tic Movaxég, toug Ilpoédpovg xkat tx MéAn twv Kowotwkawv

YvpBovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywwtdtovg Agxovteg tov Ouovpevikov Tatouxpyeiov,

@ wéAn ¢ ‘Hyeolag tov 100, T Hpeonowx kai Amoyevpativa LX0Aglx, Tig

Pl omtwxovg AdeApotnteg, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvVoeO0dofec Opyavwoels xal

OAOKANEO 0 XpLoTeMWVLHO TANEwHa NG Tepac Agxlemiokomnnc Apeoukng.
«Eotw 6¢ 0 Adyog vpwv vai vai, 00 00» (Kata MatOaiov 5:37).

ITooop\eic adeAgol kat adeApec év Xolotw,

Eav vmnofe moté kata v pakpalwvn totoola tov ‘EAAnvikov "EOvoug

TAQAdELYHA OTL TO «OXL elval mEdypatt Ox», avto etvatl to peyaAo OXI g 28w

Oxtwpotov 1940, ) Nuéoa tov OXI. EUTEOG 0TV &TEWAT TS PACLOTIKNG EMEUPAOTC

Kal &vomiov Twv detvawv moL E€ueAde va EmakoAovOrjoovv, AVTIOTEKOUEVOL OTIG

dvvapels Tov Afova e KatdAnén v andvOownr) valloTikt) Katoxn, ot yevvaiol

EAANVES Dhwoav Eva katnyoonuatiko kat tego OXI! Me pia kat povn Aé€n, éva OXI

TIOL TO €vvoovoav, ¢EE@oaoav OXL HOVO TNV AQvnon g dovAeing, dAAx kal pia

duvapn katapaon: éva tavtodvvapo NAI oty éAdevOepia kat ot v aAnOeta.
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Ot floweg tov 1940 d¢v VoTeQOLY KaBOAOL TV AdBavAaTwv 1ewwv Tov 1821!

Onwg eketvol Edwoav T Cwr) Tovg yix TV éAevOepla TG matEidag, éTol kal avtol
noTIoav O 0évTEOo ¢ EAevOeping pe T Buoia TOvG, XWELS HEQKOL ATIO AVTOVS V&
ATIOAAVOOLY TOVG KaETOLG TG EAevOeptac. ‘Opwg, To dpapd toug DTtepPatvet Tor GoLa
aVTOL TOL KOOMOUL dLOTL EKTelveTal mEOg TV Baoleia tawv Ovpavwy, dmov PactAevel
1 dkatoovvn, N elpnvn kat 1 meaypatkn éAevbepia. Boovtopwvalav to OXI otovg
TUEAVVOUG AVTOL TOL KOOHOU, YIATL 1] kadlk toug EpeAve 10 NAI mpog tov «Baohéa
TV Baolevdvtwv kat Koglov twv Kvgtevdvtwv», tov Kvgo uwv ITnoov Xoioto.

I't" avto onuega, OydOVTATEVTE XQOVIX HETA ATO EKELVO TOV T)OWIKO AAXAXYHO
¢ éAev0eQing, AVAVEWDVOUUE [E TATEVWOT] KAl ATTOPATIOTIKOTITA TNV TIOREIX HAg
ota (Xvn ekelvaov TV 1Nowwv. Ag eivar 10 OXI pag aAndwo kat dpetaBeto évavtiov
TG TVEAVVIAG, TNG AdKiAG, TNG OKANEOKAEdIAGS KAl TTAoNg HoRPTc kKakoToayiag. Kat
1 @wvn tov NAI va elvat éumoaktn opoAoyia otnv aAndewx, oty éAevOegia, otV
evyévelx Twv NV Kat otV aAnOwn purlonateia mov dyatdel Ty TatEda Xweis
V& HLoEL ToUG AAAOUG.

Kat éotw katl €éov d&V QUAATTOVLE OT|UEQA TIG EMAAEELS AYQUTIVOL OTO KQUO Kaxl
@ X0V, QLOKAQOVTAG TN LT HaS Y TNV TEOOTACIX TG TATtidog, OTwe EKeLvoL ol
Noweg tov 1940, daAAx Covpe pe elorvn kal X o@AAeLr, KAAOVUAOTE, OUWE, VO (PAVOLLE
a&lot duxdoyol tovg, Aéyovtag éva Nowiko OXI otnv kdOe katdxonon éEovolac kat
éva yevvaio NAI oty €éAevBepia, v omola 6 Kopog pag xapilet o0& dmoov tov
A&KoAoLOEL

Meta MoAANG maTEKng €v XQLoTw &YATNG,
s s ZorsSik
S P SO

t 6 Apeowng EATidopdpog
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GREEK SCHOOL - OXI DAY CELEBRATION

On Monday, October 27th, our Greek School students took us through a glimpse of
our history and what OXI Day represents to Greece and the Greek people around the
world.

The children, along with their dedicated teachers, worked hard to present this program,
and celebrated the meaning of OXI Day and showed great pride of our Greek heritage.

35 KOINONIA NOVEMBER 2025




GREEK SCHOOL - OXI DAY CELEBRATION : "%
S

"Evag yeparog Oktwfprog oto oxoAsio pag!

O OktPplog mépace yepdtog SpAoeLs, GLYKLVIOELS Kat TTEPPAvia
yla Tovg Hikpovg HabnTég Tov oxoAeiov pag. Amo vwpig o privag
Eexivnoe pe yapoyela kat evBovolaopo, evd olokAnpwbnke pe
oTtypEG ov Ba petvouv a&éxaoTteg o puKpolG Kat HeYAAovG.

Tnv Kvpuakry 19 Oxtwfpiov, mpaypatomowifnke oTovV XDpO
™G exkAnoiog, apéowg peta T el Aertovpyia, 1 amovour
Tov mtuxiwv EAAnvopdBelag otovg pabntég tov efetaotikov
pag kévtpov. Hrav wa ogpv) aA\d ovolaoTikn TeAetr], YepaTn
VTEPNPAVELR Yla TNV emTUXia TV TTouSLV HaG. ZuyXapnThipla oe
OAovg Toug HaBnTéS yia T okAnpr) SovAed toug!

Alyeg pépeg apydtepa, Tipfoape pe Tov Sikd pag Eexwplotd tpomo
v EBvikr) Enéteto tng 28ng OktwpPpiov 1940. O pabnrég g E’
kot 21’ 1d&ng mapovoiacav dvo Beatpikd £pya padi pe mompata,
Ta OT0l0L EVTLTIWGIATAY TO KOO Kat améomacay To Bepud toug
xetpokpotnua. Hrav pua efapetikn mapovoiaon mov avédee
OnpovpyKOTHTA Kat TNV LITevfuvoTNTA TWV TAUSLWDV.

g té&els, 1) mpoeTopacia frav eioov evratikr kat SnuovpyIK.
AvagepOnkaple ota 1OTOPIKA YEYOVOTA TNG EMOXNG, OL{THoape
TN ONUAVTIKOTNTA NG Nuépag, mapakolovdnoape ekmaudevTikd
Bivteo kat péoa amd XepoTexvieg aTOACaE TIG TAGELS KatL TN OKIVI)
pag, Bafovtag Tn Sikr pHag TveALd 0TOV E0PTATUO.

Mua dlaitepa CUYKIVITIK OTLYHR fTay OTav ot padnTég pag, agov
Tapatipnoay, cUYKpvay kot oxoAiacav etkoveg and tov IToAepo
ko v Katoxn, anotdnwoav péoa and 1§ {wypagiég toug to
avtiBeto dimoAo: IToAepog kat Eiprvr. O dnpovpyieg Tovg yéuioav
XPOUa, oKkéYN Kal cuvaioOnpa.

Eipaote meprigavol yia 6Aa ta mauddkia pog kot Ty mpoonddetd
TovG. Oeppd eVXAPLOTODE TOVG Yoveig kat Tov X0AAoyo Tovéwv &
Kndepdvwv ya tnv apéplotn otrpiE Toug oe kabe pog Prjpa.

Kau tpa, e evépyeta kat xapd, cuvexifovpe oAoTaxws pe Ty VAN
Tov PiPAiov pag!

Me extipnon,
KaAAwomm ITépov-Baotietddn
H AaoxdAa ™c'E, 2t tadng & tpnpatwv EXnvopdOeiag
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A Full and Festive October at Our School!

October was a month full of activities,
emotions, and pride for the young students
at our school. From the very beginning, the month was filled
with excitement and smiles, and it concluded with unforgettable
moments for students and parents as well.

On Sunday, October 19th, we held the Certificate Award Ceremony
for the Ellinomatheia Greek Language Exams at our examination
center, right after the Divine Liturgy, in the church hall. It was a
simple yet meaningful event, filled with pride in our students’ hard
work and success. Congratulations to all the children for their
dedication and achievement!

A few days later, we honored in our own special way the National
Anniversary of October 28th, 1940 “OXI” DAY. The students of
Grades 5th and 6th presented two theatrical plays and poems,
which captivated the audience and earned enthusiastic applause.
Their performance was truly impressive, showcasing both creativity
and responsibility.

In the classrooms, preparation was just as dynamic and engaging.
We discussed the historical events of that time, reflected on the
importance of the day, and watched educational videos. During
class, we also created handmade crafts, which were used to decorate
both our classroom and the stage, adding a festive and meaningful
atmosphere to the celebration.

One particularly touching moment was when our students, after
observing, comparing, and discussing images from the War and
the Katoxi, created artwork that portrayed the contrasting themes
of War and Peace. Their drawings were filled with color, thought,
and deep feeling.

We are so proud of our students and all their efforts. A heartfelt
thank you to the parents and the Parent-Teacher Association for
their constant support in everything we do.

Now, we move forward with joy and energy, diving back into our
school curriculum!

Sincerely,
Kelly Peros Vasiliades | Teacher of 5th, 6th grade & Ellinomatheia
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GREEK SCHOOL - OXI DAY CELEBRATION

"b&“) S%

«Oxt otnv Anopovid, vat otnv EAXada»

O
ek Sc‘O
H aiBovoa Tng kovoTNTAG pag YEULOE PWVEG, XpWUATA KAl GLYKIVIOT TO andyevpa NG Tepacpévng Aevtépag
yta Tov eoptacpd g 28n¢ OxtwpPpiov, dtav o pabntég tov EAAnvikod Zxoleiov Ayiov Nikohdov mapovoiacav pia yloptr
aglepwpévn ato “Oxt” Tov 1940 kat 0TOVG NPWES TTOL VYWOEAV TO AVACTNUA TOVG ATIEVAVTL GTOV PAGLOUO.

Ot pxpoi pafntég pag anédet§av 6Tt 1 eAAnvikn yuxn mapapévet {ovtavr, akopa kat Xtadeg pilia pokpid and tnv natpida.
Méoa and mojpata, Tpayoddia, LOTopIKd agnynuata kot Beatpikd GTIYUIOTUTIA, KATAPEPAY VA CVYKIVICOUV OAOVG TOVG

TIAPEVPLOKOUEVOVG, BupilovTdg pag tn onpaocio tng evoTnTag, TG ToTng kat g eAevbepiag.

O goptaopog g 28n¢ OktwpPpiov Sev frav puovo (a avadpour| oTny otopia, aAAd Kat pa yIopTr ovuvéyxetag kat eAmtidag. Mia
VTOOYEOT TIWG Ot VEEG YeVIEG Ba ouveioouv va TIHOVV TIG pileg TOVG Kal VAL KPATOVV AVAUHEVT) T GAOYA TOV EAANVIGHOD.

Evyxaplotovpe 6hovg Tovg padntég yia tov (o Tovg kat Toug yoveig yia T otabepr) Toug vtootrpién.
H EA\ada (et péoa amod ta madid pag Kat Héoa and oTyleés oav Kt QUTHV.
Me aydmn

Iapaokevn Kotodtov Apyetdkn
Aaokala tng 3ng kat 4n¢ taéng

“No to Forgetfulness, Yes to Greece”
The hall of our community was filled with voices, colors, and emotion on Monday afternoon during the celebration of October 28th,

when the students of St. Nicholas Greek School presented a moving program dedicated to Greece’s historic “OXI” of 1940 and to the
heroes who stood tall against fascism.

Our young students proved that the Greek spirit remains alive, even thousands of miles away from the homeland. Through poems,
songs, historical narrations, and short theatrical performances, they deeply moved everyone present, reminding us all of the enduring
values of unity, faith, and freedom.

The celebration of October 28th was not just a look back at history, it was also a celebration of continuity and hope, a promise that
the new generations will continue to honor their roots and keep the flame of Hellenism burning bright.

We sincerely thank all our students for their enthusiasm and effort, and the parents for their continued support.

Greece lives on through our children and through moments like this.

With love,
Paraskevi Kotsatou Argetaki
Teacher of 3rd and 4th Grade
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

It takes a dedicated person to make the
choice in volunteering for the Parish Council.

If you are interested in becoming an active
member of the St. Nicholas Parish Council and
want to know more about what it takes to be
active in Church and Community, please contact
Fr. Michael for more information. Perhaps you
are talented in youth development, marketing,
fundraising, finances, management, catering,
education, or other activities. If you are interested,
we really need parishioners that care about their
Church, and have the time, and talent, to offer
their services for the continued success of St.
Nicholas.

St. Nicholas is a very active Community, and we
havecomesofarand wecan'taffordtogobackwards
, and we need to go forward and continue the
success of the previous Forefathers, Mothers,
Grandparents, Ancestors, and Benefactors,
that have given their love and dedication to St.
Nicholas. We hear great stories of our parishioners

who first came here from our Mother land Greece
and they built this beautiful Complex which now
is our spiritual home. And now we see how we
have grown as a Community here in Greek Town
extending our church facilities with the Plateia,
the Learning Center. We should be proud of our
accomplishments here in Baltimore, Maryland.
But now, we are the generation which must play
a major role in keeping up with the legacy, the
history, and the success present and future of
our Church and Community. Become a Catalyst
and let us bridge our ideas and our commitment
for the future of St. Nicholas. We need to work
together and empower each other to develop
programs for our elderly, our Youth, and to create
a mission and outreach program for the Parish.
We can become a part of the solution and make
a difference by becoming involved in our Church
and Community.

THIS IS A REALISTIC WAY FORWARD ...
COME AND BE A PART OF THE FUTURE.
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PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

ST. NICHOILAS PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
Dear Parishioner,

“ELECTION FEVER?” is beginning to grip our Country. During the month of
November we will be veting for officials that we elect every four years. I hope that
all of you will participate in the Democratic process. Alse another election will be
taking place in December of this year. It is the election of the members of the St.
Nicholas Parish Council. I hope that this also gives us the Election Fever to vote for
the new members of the Parish Council. This election will impact our Church and
Community, and the spiritual life of the men and women we elect to help the Parish
Priest in the administration of the parish. We are prepared to give it the same
thought effort and consideration as we give the National Elections?

We should be extremely grateful tc the Men and Women who have served the
Parish Council in past years. With God’s blessing their hard work, dedication, and
sacrifice has given us a Church and facilities that is known far and wide for its
beauty and Christian environment. We cannot thank them enough for all they have
accomplished. I have always said that now is the time that the younger generation
needs to step up to the plate, and get involved in the administration of the parish
and learn from the present remaining dedicated individuals. Our faith is not a
spectator sport without action, involvement, dedication, sacrifice, and commitment
our faith is in vain.

These Elections will take place on the second Sunday of December 2025. Mark this
date on your calendars and come to church ready to vote for the new members of
the Parish Council.

(Note) In order to vote in these elections, every parishioner must take care of their
financial responsibilities in full, or else they cannot vote in this coming election day.

e
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With Love in Christ Iesu

Al

Fr. Michael L. Pastrikos
Protopresbyter




PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

NOTICE FOR NOMINATIONS TO PARISH COUNCIL

We would like to inform you that there are several positions available on the Parish Council. The
Nomination Committee was elected at the general meeting held on November 2", 2025.

We encourage all members of our community, who have met their financial obligations and are
willing and able to offer their services to our community, to submit their candidacy to the
Nominating Committee by Sunday, December 7™, 2025. Please keep in mind the procedure:
The Committee for the Nomination of Candidate Members of the Board of Directors will
announce the names that have expressed interest. If you wish to participate in the election
process, you can also fill out the following application and send it to the church office by
Sunday, December 7th, 2025.

The election will be held on Sunday, December 14, 2025.

According to the "Uniform Parish Regulations", any member who wishes to participate in the
electoral process must be Christian Orthodox and a member of the community for at least one
year until election day. In addition, his/her lifestyle and character should be in accordance with
the faith and rules of our Orthodox Church. A new member of our community can vote if they
have registered in the last three months before election day.

You can send your application to: Nominating Committee
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
520 S. Ponca St.
Baltimore, MD 21224

CANDIDACY FORM FOR PARISH COUNCIL

Candidacy for

Signature

Name (Print)

Address

Phone Number

E-mail address
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PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

EIAOMOIHZH IMNA THN EKAOTH NEQN MEAQN T1A TO AIOIKHTIKO ZYMBOYAIO

Oa BEAapE va 0ag EVNUEPWOOUE OTI UTTAPXOUV APKETEG BIaBEaIuEG BETEIC aTO AIOIKNTIKO
2upBouAio. H Emitpot yia Tnv Avadeign Yrown@iwv eKAEXBNKE KATA TNV YEVIKA OUVEAEUON
TTou TTpayuatoTroifdnke 2 NoguBpiou, 2025.

EvBappuvoupe 6Aa Ta pEAN TNG KOIVOTNTAG KOG, TA OTTOIa £X0UV EKTTANPWOEI TIG OIKOVOMIKEG
TOUG UTTOXPEWOEIG Kal £XOuV TNV dIABeoN Kal TNV IKAvVOTNTA VA TTPOCQPEPOUV TIG UTTNPECIEG TOUG
oTnV KoIvoTNTA Jag, va uttoBAAAOUV TNV QiTNON TOUG Yia TO BIOIKNTIKG GUUBOUAIO aTnv EmiTpoT)
Avadeigng Ymoywneiwv péxpl Tnv Kupiakn 7 Aekepppiou, 2025. MapakaAoUpe va EXETE UTTOWN
oag Tnv dladikaoia: H EmTpotA yia Tnv Avadeign Ymoywneiwv MeAwv Tou AloIKnNTIKOU
ZupBouAiou Ba avakoIvwaoel Ta OvOUATa TToU £X0UV eKdNAWOEl evilagépov. Eav emiBupeite va
OUMMETEXETE OTNV EKAOYIKH OI0BIKOTIO YTTOPEITE ETTIONG VO ZUPTTANPWOETE TNV TTAPAKATW aiTnon
Kal va TNV OTEIAETE OTO ypa@eio TNG ekkAnaiag péxpl TNV Kupiakr 7 Aekepppiou, 2025.

O1 ekAoyég Ba Trpayuatotroinbouv Tnv Kupiakr), 14 AekeuBpiou, 2025.

ZUpoewva pe Toug «Opoidpop@ous Kavoviopoug Twv KolvoTATwY», 011010 JEAOG TTIBUET va
OUMMETEXEI OTNV €KAOYIKN diadikaoia Ba rpétel va gival XpioTiavog OpB6do&og kal HEAOG TNG
KOIVOTNTAG YIO TOUAAXIOTOV €va XPOVO PEXPI TNV NUEPA TwV EKAOYwV. ETTITTAéOV 0 TPOTTO (WG
KOl 0 XOPAKTAPAG Tou / TNG Ba TTPETTEl va gival CUPQWVOG PE TNV TTIOTN KOl TOUG KAVOVEG TNG
0pB06do&NG ekkAnoiag pag. ‘Eva kaivoupyio pEAOG TNG KOIVOTNTOG PAG PTTOPEI va wn@ioel €av €XEl
EYYPOAPEI TOUG TPEIG TEAEUTAIOUG HAVEG TTPIV TNV NPEPA TWV EKAOYWV.

MrtropeiTte va OTeiAETE TNV aiTnon oag oTnv d1euBuvon: Nominating Committee
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
520 S. Ponca St.
Baltimore, MD 21224

ENTYNO AITHZHZ YNOWH®IOTHTAZ

OfTw utTTOYNEPIOTNTA Yia TO AIOIKNTIKOG ZUHBOUAIO

Ymoypagn

OvopaTterwvupo (HE KE@aAaia ypduuaTa)

AigvBuvon

TnAépwvo

e-mail address
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GREEK ORTHODOX
METROPOLIS oF NEW JERSEY

His Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

Cordially invites you
to the 2nd Annual

MARYLAND/NORTHERN VIRGINIA REGIONS

HONOREE GRAND
BANQUET

on
Sunday, November 9, 2025
at

“Martin’s Valley Mansion”
549 Cranbrook Road, Cockeysville, MD 21030

Program and Dinner: 4:00pm

Tickets: $100.00 per person

Please contact and make checks payable to your local

parish to purchase tickets.
RSVP BY FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2025

O O o o o o N O N o e e e O o O N N N N N N N N N NN N N NN NN
T A A A S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S P S SIS
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YOUNG ADULT NEWS (Y.A.L)

Fr. Michael would like to inform all the Young Adults of the Parish that he trying to reintroduce
the Y.A.L. group into the Community. This gathering will certainly re-generate the enthusiasm
that it once had before, and it will bring about new relationships and friendships between our
Young Adults. Fr. Michael thought that it would be nice to invite all the Young Adults to the first
scheduled meeling which will be held at the church hall on Thursday, November 13" at 6:30 pm.
In this gathering we can discuss the future plans of our Y.A.L. and if this adventure is successful
then we could go forward in planning future trips er get together’s It is time that we pay
attention to our spiritual future. By joining the Young Adult League you have the opportunity te
serve your Community, to meet new and exciting people. We will schedule activities, invite
speakers, organize neighberhood watches, and at timnes have the opportunity to visit different
Restaurants and places for entertainment. Every 2 years the Young Adults are always invited to
Y.A.L Conventions which are held in different Cities throughout the United States. In the first
gathering we will go through the rules and regulations and vote on the new officers for the group.
If you are interested in joining the Y.A.L please fill out the bottom applicatien with all your
information.

Heping to see everyone at the first gathering,
Respectfuily,

Fr. Michael L., Pastrikos
Protopresbyter _

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CELL PHONE NUMBER: - -

E-MAIL :

TELEPHONE NO:
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MEMORIALS

In Memory of Nikolaos Karanikolis
Mr. Harry Tsakalos
Mr. & Mrs. George & Maria Kornias
Ms. Effie Filipidis, Maria & Nikoleta
Mr. Nicholas Filipidis
Mr. & Mrs. Christos & Irene Kornias
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Christina Tsampos
Mr. & Mrs. Kimon & Zinovia Milonas
Mr. & Mrs. George & Demetra Tsampos
Mrs. Despina Avgerinos
Mr. & Mrs. Scott & Paraskevi Luebben
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios & Sophia Avgerinos
Mr. Perry Sfikas
Mr. Joe Barbarino
Mr. George Forakis
Mrs. Arezina Cornias
Mrs. Angeliki Argetakis
Mr. & Mrs. Antonis & Nafsika Scholiodis
Mr. & Mrs. Andronikos &

Paraskevi Argetakis
Mr. & Mrs. Stergios & Eleni Gatanas
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel & Irene Komninos
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Katina Klosterides
Mrs. Paraskevi Reppas
Mr. & Mrs. Soterios & Elia Reppas
Mr. & Mrs. Theologos &

Eleftheria and George Karamihalis
Mr. George Ieromonahos
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos & Anna Paralis
Mrs. Lambrini Mavrikos
Mr. & Mrs. Paraskevas & Linda Siskos
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Flora Moniodis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Helen Klosteridis
Mr. & Mrs. John & Angeliki Sfakianoudis
Mr. & Mrs. George Pikounis
Mr. & Mrs. James & Maria Fotinos
Mr. & Mrs. Aristides & Virginia Polychronis
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Hondroulis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Lemonia Stakias
Mr. Constantine Cornias
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas & Calliopi Cornias
M. Patricia Cornias
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Stakias
Mr. & Mrs. John & Despina Pikounis
Mrs. Kiki Vavakas
Mrs. Paraskevi Reppas
Mr. & Mrs. Steve & Dina Tsakalas
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Mr. Stavros Rologas
Mrs. Theonimfi Cornias
Mrs. and Mrs. Larry Cornias
Mr. & Mrs. Mike & Effie Moniodis
Mr. & Mrs. Nikolaos & Vaseliki Karanikolis
Mr. Yiannnis Atsides
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios & Polytimi Roros
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos &
Angela Sfakianoudis
Mrs. Angeliki Pikounis
Mrs. Kelly Argetakis
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios & Angela Stamidis

In Memory of Stavroula Forakis
Mr. George Forakis
In Memory of Vasiliki Kapou
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Theoharis
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos &

Angela Sfakianoudis
Mrs. Kyriaki Roros
Mr. & Mrs. Mike & Effie Moniodis
Mr. & Mrs. Efstathios Papadopoulos

In Memory of George Nicolarakis
Ms. Eva Lallas

In Memory of Christos and Georgia Trian-
tafillidis
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Cozmo

In Memory of George Katsimpiris
Mrs. Nichola Katsimpiris Wallace

In Memory of Ekaterini “Nina” Tripolitis
Mrs. Kyriaki Roros

Mrs. Chrysoula Karanikolis

Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Eleni Klosteridis
Mrs. Kiki Vavakas

Mr. & Mrs. Isidoros & Eleni Roros

Mrs. Paraskevi Reppas

Mr. & Mrs. Steve & Dina Tsakalas

Mr. Stavros Rologas

Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Stakias

Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos

Ms. Stella Karais

Mrs. Soula Kapetanakos

Mr. & Mrs. George & Stavroula Chrisovergis

Mrs. Maria Kalabihis

Mr. & Mrs. Soterios & Elia Reppas
Mr. & Mrs. Pete & Eleni Karabellas
Ms. Eva Lallas

In Memory of George & Maria Vergos
Vergos Family

In Memory of Stavros Roros
Mrs. Paraskevi Reppas

In Memory of Teri Barnes
Mr. Antonio Sazaklis

In Memory of Clara Cornias

Mr. & Mrs. George & Katherine Fotis
Mr. James Soulikas

Mr. & Mrs. Gus & Kalliope Atsalis
Mrs. Rose Tsakalos

Mr. Steve Moniodis

Stefanos & Dina & Stamatis Siskos

Donation in Honor of
Stamatia Ieromonahos
Ms. Eva Lallas

Donation in Honor of
Fr. Michael’s Name Day
Ms. Eva Lallas

Donation in Honor of
Eleni Kostalas-Lentis’ Birthday
Ms. Eva Lallas
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The Ecumenical
Nove
The Greek Orthod

Order of Saint Andrew - Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate invite you on a historic

pilgrimage to Constantinople

Feast of Saint Andrew the First-Called Apostle.

This year’s celebration is of extraordinary significance, as it marks the first visit of His
Holiness Pope Leo XIV of Rome to the Sacred Center of the Orthodox Church, the
Ecumenical Patriarchate. His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, together with
Pope Leo will travel to the ancient city of Nicaea to commemorate the 1700th Anniversary
of the First Ecumenical Council (325 AD)—a defining moment in Christian history.

Led by His Eminence Archb

Metropolitans of the Holy Eparchial Synod, joined by leaders of the Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, this pilgrimage offers the faithful an unparalleled opportunity for
spiritual enrichment and a front-row witness to history.

A Journey o Meet

Patriarch & The Pope of Rome
mber 26 - December 1, 2025

ox Archdiocese of America together with the

for the Thronal Feast of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the

ishop Elpidophaoros of America and the Most Reverend

i/ /ZZ P ora=—y %&F o

FORDETAILS AND
RESERVATIONS, PLEASE
CONTACT: CLOUD TOURS
(718) 721 3808 |
STEPHEN@CLOUDTOURS.COM
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
Q
If you have not been receiving notifications from the church,

we kindly request that you notify the church office of any

change of address, phone number (home and/or cell)
of your E @
e-mail address. N ~ N\

as well as change

Thank you for your cooperation.

KOINONIA
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GREEK SCHOOL PTA

OATH OF OFFICE GIVEN TO NEW PTA BOARD

With the blessing of Father Michael Pastrikos, the commendable mothers of our Greek School, who com-
prise the Parents & Teachers Association (PTA), were sworn in yesterday.

They are: President — Alexandra Forakis; Vice President — Maria Ieromonahos; Treasurer — Alexandra
Karoutsos; Secretary — Angela Yeakim; Corres. Secretary — Stella Fotinos.

The help they offer to the school and our children is invaluable. Our cooperation with them is excellent.
Their ideas are always respected and essential for the good of our children. We wish them strength in
their work and thank them from the bottom of our hearts.

Me v evloyia tov matep MixdAn opkiotnkav onpepa ot afiématveg untépeg tov EAAnvikod ZyoAeiov
pag ov anoteAovv tov Z0ANoyo Tovéwv & AaokdAwv(PTA).

[ToAvtiun 1 PonBeta mov mpoo@épovv yia To oXoAeio kat Ta Tatdid pHag.
Apiotn n ovvepyaoia pag padi Tovg.

Yefaotéq & amapaitnTeg ot 1d€eg TOVG TAVTA Yl TO KAAO TV TSIV HAG.
Tovg evyopaote kalr Shvaun oto €pyo Tovg & TOVG EVXAPLOTOVE ATTO KapSLAG
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GREEK SCHOOL PTA

PTA OFFICERS & MEMBERS
President Alexandra Forakis “&W% ‘
Vice President Maria Ieromonahos ,/—‘J

Treasurer

Members

Alexandra Karoutsos
Recording Secretary Angela Yeakim
Corresponding Secretary Stella Fotinos

Angela Tserkis
Anna Ieromonahos
Dimitra Douskas

Monday, November 10th at 5:30 pm

Monday, December 8th at 5:30 pm
Monday, January 12th at 5:30 pm
Monday, February 9th at 5:30 pm

Lia Dimas

Maria Lykos

Moshoula Tsamouras Monday, March 9th at 5:30 pm
Sofia Vasiliadis

Sophia Politis Monday, April 20th at 5:30 pm

Tsambika Korologos

Monday, December 1st &
Wednesday, December 3rd
Wednesday, December 17th
Monday, January 5th
Monday, January 12th &
Wednesday, January 14th

TBD

Thursday, February 12th
Wednesday, February 18th
TBD

Monday, February 23rd
Monday, March 2nd
Sunday, March 22nd

Wednesday, April 1st
Saturday, April 4th
Monday, May 4th
Wednesday, May 27th
TBD

June 11th -14th

KOINONIA

Monday, May 11th at 5:30 pm

Christmas Decorating

Christmas Party & Caroling
Theophany - Craft & Video, Vasilopita Cutting
Lambades Making

Three Heirarchs Program
Tsiknopempti Fundraiser

Apokries Activities/Crafts
Godparents Sunday -Spaghetti Lunch, Laganes & Tiropites Fundraiser
Clean Monday: Lenten Foods & Craft
Marti Bracelets

Greek Independence Day Program
Easter Crafts

Lazarus Breakfast

Protomagia Celebration

End of Year Program

6th Grade Dinner

Kids Zone at Greek Festival
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PHILOPTOCHOS

Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry, and you gave me something
to eat, I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink, I was
a stranger, and you invited me in.”

As the Holidays are approaching and everyone is getting ready to
enjoy with family and friends, we must also think of those that
are alone or in need of assistance. Philoptochos again this year
starting November 1 st through November 23rd will be collecting
non-perishable food items for our local community pantry. With
the Blessings of Father Michael and the Parish Council
we will now have a food pantry in our church and
collect non-perishable food items throughout the year.
A collection box is now located in the atrium of the
church for your convenience. For Thanksgiving we will
help families with food. If there is anyone that needs
assistance, please contact Nora Kefalas 410-979-6656
/ Evagelia Saliaris 410-592-8345 or Irene Vasilios 410-
687-3978. All assistance is strictly confidential!

October 28th at Liberatores Restaurant was our Harvest Night.
We would like to thank the owners for hosting and everyone who
attended or donated to make it a warm evening of fellowship.

Sunday, November 2nd we will celebrate our Patron Saints
Kosmas and Damion with an Artoclasia. Also, a special tray will
be passed to benefit The Ecumenical Patriarchates Programs and
Charities.

Monday, November 3rd at 6:00 p.m. in our church hall the next
General Meeting which will be followed by a dinner in honor of
our Patron Saints with Guest Speaker Photi Mavroulis.

Sunday, November 9th at Valley Mansion Is the Maryland/
Northern Virgina Grand Banquet of the Metropolis of New
Jersey. Our Philoptochos Chapter this year will be honoring Mrs.
Despina Kostalas. We are grateful for everything she has offered
and continues to do for our chapter and wish her many years of
health!

Donations to Saint Nicholas Philoptochos:
Alexandra Karoutsos and Family
Annoymous

In memory of Mitros: Anonymous

In memory of Magafoula Giorgaki:
John and Maria Giorgaki and Family

In memory of Nicholas Karanikolis: Eleni Pikounis
Donations to Philoxenia House:

Tony Pearce and Family
Despina Cornias

48 KOINONIA

PHILOPTOCHOS

Mat0aiog 25:35 «éneivaca yap, kai €dwkaté pot payeiv, £8iynoa,
Kai énoticate pe, EEvog funy, kai cvvnyayete pe, [36]yvuvog, kai
nieplePaNeTe pe, no0Evnoa, kai EneokéyacOE ue, £v pulaki) uny, kai
AOete TPOG pe»

KaBwg mAnotalouv ot yoptég kat 6ot eTod{ovton va amolavoovv

LLE TNV OLKOYEVELX KAl TOVG GIAOVG TOVG, TIPETIEL ETOTG VO OKEPTOVE
600vg eivat povol 1) xpetdlovtal PorBeta. H Dhomtwyog kat g£ToG,
anéd v 1n NoepPpiov éwg 16 23 NoepPpiov, Oa ouléyet un evmadn
TPOPIUA YLaL TNV TOTIKT pog arodrikn tpogipwy. Me Tig evhoyieg Tov
[atp Mixan kat Tov Evoprakot Zvppovhiov, Oa
éxovpe AoV pia amodrikn Tpogipwy oty exkAnoia
pag kat Ba cLAAEYoLpE un evmtadn TpoOPLa OO TO
xpovo. Eva kovuti suAdoyn¢ Ppioketal Twpa 0To aibpto
G ekkAnoiag yia tnv e§ummpénor oag. Tia v Huépa
Twv Evxaplotidv Ba Pondroovpe Tig okoyéveleg pe
TpOQua. Av kdmotog xpetdletat PoriBeta, Tapaxarovpe
emkovwvrote e T Nopa Kegahd oto 410-979-6656 /
v Evayyelia Zakidpn oto 410-592-8345 1} tnv Eiprjvn
Baot\eiov 010 410-687-3978.'OAn 1 PoriBeta givar
QLOTNPA EUTIOTEVTIKN!

2115 28 Oxtwppiov oo eotiatopio Liberatores mpaypoaronomOnke

1 Bpadia tov Zvykopudnig pog. Oa Béhapie va evxaploTricovpe Tovg
1StokTrTES yia Tr @rhoevia kau GAovg doovg Tapevpednkav 1) Swpioav
yla va yiver pua eotn Ppadid ouvtpo@kdTTag.

Kvprakr, 2 Noepufpiov, 0a yloptacovpe tovg IToAiovyovg Ayiovg pag
Koopd kat Aapuavog pe Aptokhacia.

Eniong, 6a polpaotei évag e1dikdg diokog yua va w@ehnoet ta
[Tpoypdypata kat Ta DhavBpwnikd Idpvpata tov Okovpevikon
[Tatplapyeiov.

Agvtépa, 3 NogpPpiov otig 6:00 p.p. otnv aifovoa tng ekkAnoiog pag,
1 endpevn Tevikn Zvvélevon, n) omoia Ba axolovOnOei and deinvo mpog
Ty twv Iohovywv Ayiwv pog pe tpookekAnpévo opAntr tov Pwtn
Mavpovln.

Kvpraxn, 9 Noepppiov, oto Valley Mansion Oa npaypartonowmndei to
Meydho Asinvo tng Mntpomnoing tov Néag Iepoéng amo to Mépihavt /
Bopeta Biptlivia. H Didomtwyog pag ¢£tog

Oa TipnoeL Ty ka Aé¢omowva KwotaAa. Eiaote evyvaopoveg yia Oha
60a £xeL TIPOOPEPEL Kat GUVEXiCeL va KAVeL YL TO TIAPAPTNHA HAG KL TNG
EVXOPAOTE XpOVLa TTOAAA e Lyeial

Awpegg atov Ayo Nikodao Plomrwyo:
Aekavdpa Kapotvtoov kat Owoyévela
Avwvopog

2 pvijun Tov Mitpov: Avwvopog

I pvipn s Maykagovlag Iwpydkn:
Téavvng kau Mapia Tiwpydkn ko Owoyévela

) pviun tov Nucoda Kapavikoln: EAévn IIiucovvy

Awpegg atov Oiko PiloEévia:
Tovi IIng kau Okoyévela
Aéomowva Kopvidg
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

The Saint Nicholas Bilingual Early Education Center provides
a safe, nurturing, home away from home learning center. We
accept children from 6 weeks till 5 years of age. If you have
any questions or need additional information, please feel free
to contact the center at 410-633-5020 extension 4 or message
us on Facebook.

October was filled with many different fall events. Our
BEEC children enjoyed our Jack O’ Lantern Jamboree. They
enjoyed playing, dancing with friends, dressing up, painting
pumpkins and more! The BEEC students also participated
in our Spirit Week. We really loved seeing all of our students
representing their new classroom names by dressing up!
Lastly, Our Preschool students had a blast visiting Eco
Adventures for a field trip where they enjoyed spending time
with their family, friends and teachers!

This month our students will be learning about different
cultures around the world, opposite words and more! BEEC
will also be hosting their annual Thanksgiving feast for our
BEEC families at the end of the month.
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ST. NICHOLAS BILINGUAL
EARLY €EDUCATION CENTER

To Aiyhwooo Kévtpo ITpooxoAwns Aywyng Ayiov Nikoldov
TIAPEYEL EVAL ATPANEG, PPOVTIOTIKO, KEVTPO UABNONG HaKpLd amd to
onitt. Agxopaote moudia and 6 efSopadwy €wg 5 etwv. Eqv éxete
omoleadnnoTe epwTroels 1 Xperdleote mpoabeteg TANpogopies,
pn SLOTACETE Vol EMKOVWVIOETE e TO KEVTPO 0To 410-633-5020
£0WTEPLKO VOLUEPO 4 1) Vot pag oteilete purpvopa oto Facebook.

O OxtwPptog Nrav yepatog pe moAAég StagopeTikég POvOTwPLVEG
exdnAaoeig. Ta maudia Tov BEEC amdAavoav to Jack O' Lantern
Jamboree. Amolavoav Tto mavid, TOV X0pO e @ilovs, TO
VTVOLHO, To Bayipo kohokdBeg kat ToAAG dAAa!l Ot pabnrég Tov
BEEC ovypeteixav emiong otnv Spirit Week. Mag dpeoe moAb va
BAénovpe GAOVG TOVG HaBNTEG pHag va Tapovatd{ovy Ta véa Toug
ovopata otig takelg vrvpévol! TéAog, ot pabntég Tov Nijmaywyeiov
pog Tépacav vrEpoxa emnokentopevot To Eco Adventures yia pua
ekdpoyt) OOV AMOAAVTAV XPOVO HE TNV OLKOYEVELL, TOVG PIAOVG
kat Tovg SaokdAovg Touc!

Avtov tov prva ot puabntég pag Ba pdbovv yua Stagopetikovg
TOMTIOHOVG 0 OAO TOV kOGO, avTiBeteg AéEelg kat oA dAAal To
BEEC Ba dtopyavwoet emiong v etfiota yopth twv Evxapiotidv
yla Tig otkoyévelég pag oto BEEC oo TéAog Tov prjva.
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Veterans Day - November 11

HOPE FOR THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

THE HOLIDAYS CAN BE an
especially difficult time of
year for those who are
grieving. When everyone
around you seems happy
and full of holiday cheer,
you may want to just skip
the holidays all together.
The sights, sounds, and
smells of the holiday season can be overwhelming, and the
period of time leading up o the holidays can actually be
worse than the day itself,

Before Thanksgiving Day, think about what might be tough
and plan ahead. For example, the “empty chair”: Should you
keep it in place or remove it from the table altogether?
Should the oldest child or another family member sit there
now? Should you set a place in honor of your loved one?
There’s no right or wrong answer. Do what's best for you
and your family.

Be realistic and don’t over-schedule since you know your-
self hetter than anyone. Set realistic goals and always have
more than one plan. By having multiple plans—Plan A, B and
C—you can quickly move 10 the next plan if the first choice
isn’t working or becomes too difficult.

It’s important to remember that you don’t have to do things
the way you've always done them. It may be a good time to
start some new traditions. This doesn’t mean you're going lo
lose the old traditions; you can always go back to them or
incorporate them again when you're ready. Just hecause
you've always put on a huge feast doesn’t mean you have 1o
this year. Have everyone bring a dish, have another family
member host Thanksgiving dinner, or go owt 10 a restaurant
this year.

#ﬁ#####ﬁmmﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ

Bagmmng on November 15 and concluding on De-
cember 24 (40 days), the Nativity Fast gives indi-
¥& viduals the opportunity to prepare for the Feast
Wk of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior on Decem-
Wk ber 25. This is the time in the Orthodox Church
¥& when attention is drawn to the great mystery of

Y& the Incarnation of our Lord and Savior Jesus
W& Christ, as we await his camina in anticipation of
Y the great joy of His birth on Christmas Day
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Address the “elephant in the room” by acknowledging your
loved one and including him or her in your gathering by
lighting a candle, making a toast in his or her honor, or shar-
ing favorite memories and funny stories about them. It may
be difficult to start these conversations, but it will benefit
everyone around you and ht.i]] each of you heal a little bit at a
time.

A wonderful new tradition is to cover the table with a plain
tablecloth. Provide permanent markers for family members
and puests 10 write on the cloth what they re thankful for or a
favorile memory or message to your loved one. Children can
have fun by drawing pictures. Bring the tablecloth out at each
holiday until it's full and then start a new one!

Remember to give thanks for what you had and what you
still have. Memories, love and feelings in our hearts can nev-
er be taken from us unless we let them. This year give thanks
that the grief you feel is based on the enormous love you've shared!

TO XAMOIEAO

- ENA XAMOTEAD v ooty {1 TiToTe, K1'6uwe elvar mokiTiyo.

- Mhautiler Exefvav o0 T6 BEXETC YWPIC va gTwyaivel ExETvov
o 6 GiVEL

- Déy Biopkel Tapa povaya pid anypn GANG f dvapvnon Tou
£1V0l Kappia popd aibvia.

- "Eva yopoyeho dvaraler 1ov koupacpéve, Sivel Bappog o1dv
GmoyanTELLEYD, TIAPAYORIG OTOV AUTIPEVD, GVOTTTEpLIVE] TAV
aioiodotia kai dnyuioupyel TV elTUYia 010 OTTiTI.

- Krowws dév Soveilerar, Bév kMéferan, Biv ayopaletal, iv
maipveral ExPiaotika, yieni gvar kam Tou Eyer afia drav
Siveral.

- Ki'ttv kapuid gopd guvaviiaere kavéva avipwno nod bkv oag
xapilel 16 yaudyedo ol Gfifere, gavele yewaiddwpol
Ki'aviutepol GvBpwriol kai BWaTe Tou E0Elg 10 BIk6 gag, yiarl
kavévag Bév 10 Eyel 10om) avaykn Gon éxelvog ol Bév pmopel
v 16 Swoel.

0 AEKANOIOL THE AEBENTIAZ
1. Z100¢ Ghhoug — Yapoyehaotog
2. 16V £auTd Tou —  adaTnpog
3. Iy avaykn — yEWVGTOg
4. Iov poydo —  TIpOOYapog
5. grig dvnfpdinieg  —  amionog

§. Z1ig menoifnoeig ooy — Edpaiog

7. Eig pikpornTeg > GYEPWYOG
8. Zrolg edreheic — YEWaIOuKog
9 St vrinokodTUa — QTTaBRC
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® QUESTION & ANSWER:

How can we find Christ?
How can we change the way we live to come closer to God?

The answer is very easy! We need to pray more
and fast more.

The other day I heard someone say, I don't believe in fast-
ing. Nor do I believe that we must pray in order to be better
Christians.

There are millions of people in this world that don’t believe
what our Lord Jesus Christ teaches us. In today’s society we
like or dislike about Christ’s teachings.

There is a tendency with people today to mold Christ into
what we think he should be.

Christ will always be the same yesterday, today, and tomor-
row. We cannot change him to fit our ideas.

Let’s not forget that God has given us that choice to believe
in Him. Meaning that he has given us the free will to follow
whom we choose. I always believe in the value of wisdom is
an important ingredient that we could use as a weapon to
armor ourselves against the evil one.

So where do we find this wisdom?

Answer: By reading the Holy Bible. When was the last time
you opened the Bible to read?

The Holy Bible is filled with the wisdom of God. When So-
ciety or even our own members go elsewhere to look for
something more meaningful and substantive, it is often due
to two things. First, whether we have failed as a Church and
second, people’s lives are not grounded here and wish to be-
lieve something else. No one can force anyone to believe in
Christ. This is something that we take very seriously in our
choice of direction we want our spiritual life to follow.
There are so many religions and beliefs in this world and
the evil one surely has the control of this misdirection that
people are going through.

But this can also be true, if we look in our bookshelves at
home how many religious books are found there?
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If you have a lot, then you are going in the right direction, if
not then we are losing the race. My answer is trust we need
to get back to the basic principles that Christ taught his dis-
ciples. We must focus more on the needs of our spiritual
tulfillment than our physical or materialistic well-being.

The disciples did that. They left everything to follow Christ.
Did they make a mistake, of course not, they followed him
to the end and they received their (Crown of Glory). If they
received their reward, we can also receive the gift of eternal
life from our lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

But remember-when was the last time we did something
charitable? Give food to the hungry water to the thirsty,
clothing to the naked, visited the shut-ins and visiting the
sick in the hospitals. These and other spiritual deeds are the
kind acts of Love that God wants us to be a part of. Re-
member. All things other than our faith, leads to death and
nothingness.

Only faith in Christ. So let us cling to our faith as the only
real tangible thing we can always carry with us.

“The truth endures forever”
Psalms 117:2
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Prosforo Bread
The Seal

In preparing the Prosforo Bread, a special seal is
stamped on top of the bread before it is baked. The
priest will know where you can borrow or purchase

such a seal.

The middle part of the seal contains a square piece

of bread with the words IC, XC,

abbreviation for JESUS CHRIST CONQUERS. Since
this is the piece that will be changed into the Body of
Christ, it is called the Lamb of God.

A large triangular piece is removed from the left of

the Lamb of God and placed on

sents the Virgin Mary, our Lord’s mother. Then nine
smaller triangular pieces are removed from the seal to
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the paten. This repre- THE LIVING AND THE DEAD

commemorate the angels, prophets, apostles and

saints of the Church. These are placed on the paten to the right of the Lamb of God. Following this,
the priest prays for the living members of the congregation especially for those whose names have .
been submitted to him. As he prays for each name he cuts a small piece of bread, representing the

person prayed for, and places it

immediately below Jesus, the Lamb of God. Finally, he removes a

piece of bread for each deceased person for whom we have requested prayers. Thus, around the

Lamb of God on the paten is gathered the entire Church consisting of the angels, saints, and loved
ones in heaven together with members of the local congregation. ALL are alive in God's presence
and all constitute the one living Body of Christ. (You may purchase a seal in the St. Haralambos Bookstore)

for The Divine Liturgy

Preparing Prosforo Bread

This is the recipe for the preparation of Prosforo
bread, which is then to be brought to the Church
for offering in the Divine Liturgy.

PROSFORO BREAD

Ingredients:

6 cups flour (sifted)
1 teaspoon salt
2 cups warm water
(110 degrees)
2 cakes or packs of yeast
1 Prosforo seal
for imprinting seal of

il
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Dissolve the yeast in warm water. Add salt and flour and knead
until smooth. Place in the bowl, cover, and let rise. When it dou-
bies in size, knead again. Then divide dough in half and put in
cake pans that have been floured only (no grease). Dip seal in
flour and stamp bread firmly to leave a clean imprint. Use a
toothpick to place a few small holes around the edge of the seal.
Let rise again about 1 hour. Bake for about 30 minutes at 350
degrees or until light brown. Prepare a list of names of Orthodox
Christians who you would like commemorated in the service. Use
first names only. On the left side, write “Living” at the top and list
the names below. On the right side, write “Departed” and write
the names of departed below. Bring the list and the bread to the
Church before the start of Orthros (or the day before).

(Note: Itis traditional to have an icon and a lighted candle in the area
where the Prosforo is being prepared, as it is an offering of faith. The
Jesus Prayer may be used during the preparation.)
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he words of our Lord Jesus Christ remind us of the
prediction of the Last Days. These words still ring true
today. “You will always have the poor, but you will not
always have Me.”
(John 12:8)

When you look around at the people who attend Church on
Sunday, WHAT DO YOU SEE? Do you see impressive people
dressed in fine clothes who have it all together, do you see
hurting people in need of comfort, troubled people in need of
peace, or sick people who need healing?

There are many different kinds of people who come to Church
who really need the Word of God to help them solve their
problems. Please don’t get so distracted in life trying to solve
problems of others when you
yourself are having major "'j
problems that are facing you. |
Don’t sit around asking “Why?”
Use the gifts and abilities that
God has given to you. Roll up
your sleeves and stay busy with
your tasks and God will help you
if you help yourself. God will
add to your strength His Great
Strength. Don’t expect God to be
limited in helping you solve your
problems in the conventional
manner. Don’t limit God to your
preconceived ideas about how he
is going to solve your problem.
The Lord has ways of doing things you have never dreamed of.
That is why the Bible says, “Nothing is impossible for God”
-Luke 1:37. So, this means there is a choice to make? That’s
a question we may need to answer as well. WHAT DO YOU
WANT IN LIFE? I believe the first step to achieving something
is to work hard and want it. We have to show Christ that we
care about ourselves, and we care for our spiritual upbringing.
Knowledge is not picked from a tree. Knowledge is something
that we grow with and gain. As Christians we need to determine
what we really want, and as God’s people learn to say with
the Apostle Paul “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens.” In our Society today, people don’t need a gabfest
when they’re facing big problems. What they really need is
help! Who cares as much about why people are hurting as the
fact that they are truly hurting. You don’t always have the neat
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Solving Our Problems

explanations as to why problems occur. Don’t waste your time
like we always do in the blame game when you need to be more
involved in working out solutions no matter how difficult the
problem might seem to be. Don’t get caught up like others do
in pursuit of answering the question “Why?” Why did God let
this happen? If we knew every “Why” question, then we would
be God’s ourselves. When you’re facing big problems, instead of
complaining that your problem exists, it might help to light a
candle instead of cursing the darkness.

In life, there are many disappointments, and accomplishments,
in anything that we do we need to make a choice. Do we want
to be disappointed? Or do we want to accomplish something in
our lives. To be honest with you, there are people in our society
that given the opportunity for healing, or straighten out their
life, might actually choose not to
accept because at this moment
in time they are free of some
sympathy by complaing about
their problems or sickness. They
can manipulate people by being
sick, or punish themselves if they
feel guilty.

When Jesus asked all those who
wanted to be healed, He didn’t
say “You are healed”, He said,
“Do you want to get well?” or
“Do you truly believe in Me?” or
“Because of your faith you are
healed.” The Church is always an
oasis to comfort the needs of her people. Because we believe that
when two or more are gathered together in the church “Christ
is Truly in our Mist” The church is where everyone finds refuse
and comfort. The church is there for the Young the Elderly,
the Sick, the Lame, the Blind, the Rich and the Poor. When
we attend Church, we always try to wear our best clothes and
put on our best smiles. Everybody looks happy, so we assume
everything is okay. But in reality we need to look beyond the
facade with people who have assorted problems and are hurting
spiritually and physically. There are also people in church h
with smaller problems such as an unresponsive spouse, a boring
job, a poor grade, personality clashes, the lonely, the dying, the
discouraged, the exhausted on and on the stories go, but they
can all be found here in the church.
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e8] Acrivity Center ;%f

Mission Statement: Our Golden Age Activity Center provides for
stimulating the spiritual, social, and interpersonal interaction of
our seniors in a loving, safe and comfortable environment.

Hours of Operation: Monday through Friday 9am to 3pm

Location: Annunciation Orthodox Center

Contact Information: GoldenAgeAC@annunciationbaltimore.org
https://ann unciationbaltimore.ora/golden-age-activity-center

Activities:

- Participation in weekday Divine Liturgy services

- Orthodox study of various topics including lives of the Saints
- Modest levels of physical activity

- Continental breakfast, lunch, and end of day snack

- Word and board games

- Arts and crafts \

- Singing and dancing including performances by guests

- Field trips including to other orthodox churches and festivals

Suggested Donation: $35 per day. Sponsorships available,
please contact Father George and Evelyn Kimaos, Director, to

discuss.

Reservations are required one week in advance to have an
accurate headcount for meals.
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COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS CARD

Poinsettias for the Church

P|ease helP us to &ecorate our beauthcu| church 1Cor the uPcoming
Christmas season bg cJonating $25.00 toward the Purcl'\ase of a
Poinsettia P|ant.

Your Familg is also invited tojoin the Communitg Christmas Card for
a donation of $25.00. Please sPechcg your choice and enclose your

donation with this form.
Name:
Address:
[] Community Christmas Card (# ) $ Deadline 12/6

Please indicate how you wish your family name to appear on the

Christmas card

[] Poinsettias (# ) $ Deadline 1218

Thank you for
your support!

55 KOINONIA NOVEMBER 2025




CHILDRENS CORNER
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Christ lives in me!

“Let the littie children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such ks the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14

Sunday, November 2, 2025 Volume 13, Issue 44

Crist inus

‘What color did you wear af-
\"8 ter you were baptized? You probably
& don’t remember your own baptism. But
if you've seen a baptism, you know the
new Christian wears white. All white.
J| Pure and clean white. That's because af-
4 ter you are baptized, everything is new.
il Everything is different. You might look
like the same person, but you are really

=

different. You follow Christ.

In the Epistle reading today, we hear what Saint Paul says about when he
started to follow Christ. He writes, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is
no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.”

Does Christ live in you? Yes, He does! But how do you show it? When we
know that our Lord Jesus Christ lives inside of us, we start to act differ-
ently. We try to be more like Him. We try to do the right thing. We try to
treat others in a Christ-like way. Maybe sometimes we do what other peo-
ple want instead of what we want.

R R R R Y S R R R LR S P
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Is that hard to remember? Yes, of course! But the next time you are feel-
ing grumpy or mean or angry at everybody, try to remember those words

The Children’s Word is a weekly bulletin for Orthordox Christian kids, Copyright 2025 Alexanda Houck, from the Bible. “It is no longer 1 who live, but Christ who lives in me.”
Email is orthodoschildrensword (at) gmail.com. Find it each week ot orthodoxehildrensword.org.
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SAINT GEORGE KARSLIDES
PRAYING FOR EVERYBODY!

‘When you say your prayers, do —
you have a little list of people you ask God to [
help? Maybe you think of your parents or
your brother or sister or a friend? It’s good
to remember our family and friends in our
prayers!

This week we celebrate a saint who remem-
bered lots and lots and lots of people in his
prayers. His name was Saint George
Karslides, and he was just declared a saint 17
years ago. When St. George would serve lit-
urgy, he would pray for thousands of people. He was very close to
God, because he would talk to Him all the time! Saint George knew
that God wants us to ask Him for help. Remember, the Bible tells us,
“Ask and it will be given to you. Seek and you will find.” Saint George
knew that, and he kept asking!

WORD SEARCH

Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?

Christ
Color
Drama
Epistle
George
Liturgy
Live
Prayer
Remember
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Saint George said that when he served liturgy, he almost never served
alone. He knew that the saints were serving with him. He knew the
closeness of the saints and he knew they were helping him.

Saint George had a hard life. He was very poor as a child, he lost his
parents, and he even lived in a horrible prison for a time. He called
on God all his life. He called on God for himself and for his family
and his friends and even people he didn’t know. Let’s remember
Saint George and his sweet example.

Aok e ek ek ool ko e sk ek e s e sk sk s s o e ek e R ks e e e e e e e e o o
***‘***********t*****Y*#*********f****f********t***t

[ we St. George on 4th (OC: ). |
FRARRERRRA RN ER R R AR R RRRRERERERRR R R R R
© Nexandra Houck 2025
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HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS

Hellenic Golden Coins 3" Annual

K RAFFLE
FUNDRAISER

TO SUPPORT OUR YOUTH DANCERS!

Your chance to win amazing prizes!

1st Prize

Apple Mac Book
Air 13 inch Lap top
($1,000 value)

2nd Prize

Apple 11 inch iPad Air
(S600 value)

3rd Prize

Beats Studio Wireless
Headphones
(S350 value)

For Tickets '“’“"Hl
Call/Text or Venmo l' ﬁ@%
Vasili Philippou a«#‘* K geras _5

(443) 845-0601 BT

Write your phone number & ‘HGC Raffle’ in comments

Drawing Dec. 21%, 2025
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STEWARDSHIP

St. Nicholas
eGiving Stewardship

One Less Thing
to think about

eGiving Benefits

* Easy set up

* One-time/recurring payment options
» Confidential & secure

» Track easily for tax purposes

How it Works
« Go to: stnicholasmd.org/give
» Select fund(s)
e Create your profile
» Select amount, payment method & frequency
« Complete donation
* THAT'S IT! Simple.

A

Thank you for your generosity!

O

7
ut




STEWARDSHIP

MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE CARD  KKAPTA EOEAONTIKHZ NPOXMOPAZ

“YOUR OWN FROM YOUR OWN: SEE QUR CHURCH AS IT COULD BE”

“TA XA EK TON XON: OPAMATIZOMAZTE THN EKKAHEIA TOZO YWHAA...OX0
EKEITIQY MITQPEI NA @TAZEI”

2025 SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH CONFIDENTIAL STEWARDSHIF COMMITMENT CARD
2025 EAAHMNIKH QPBOAOZH EKKAHEIIA AMTOY NIKOAACY -KAPTA AMOPPHTHEI EGEAONTIKHE NFOESOPAL
In gratitude for God's blessings fwe make the following commitment to the ministries of St. Nicholas Church:
Loy EKPRAsT SLYWWHDOUUNG Hou via T evhoyie Tlow Exw Adfiel anid Tov Oeé, Seopedopa PE Ty akdioudn
CIKOVOMIKR Ko EDEAOVTIKG LOU TEpOAWoRd TIpoS Ty Ekkinaia Tou Ayiou Nikohdou;

¥ (Weekly / Monthly f Quarterly f Yearly)
3 ___ (ERSopadialwe / Mnlaiug £ Avd Tpipnve £ ETHOULG)

TOTAL ANNUAL PLEDGE FOR 2026 :$
ZUVOMKS TIOOO TIDOTPOOAL via To 2025:5

Come and See God waork through your talents, skills, and experience, as well s your financial support,
Your of fering to Christ and His Church can do 35 much a5 you empower it 1o do.
We pive to Christ and His Church not accarding to our means but sccording te our Love for Him,
TiveTe papTupes Tou £oyou Tow Qeol! AWOTE amé 1o TakévTo PE To ofioio aag Exa Tpotkicer,
LE TIG IKGYSTITTES, TI§ EMTIEIPIEC, TRV OloVoLIKr G suxEpeia, H Tipoageopd wag o1ov Xpiotd xal Ty
Exkhrota Tou ag Baciore! oty aydnn pog Mpog Autdy, Oy oTnv olkovopike pag Suvatdtnte.

Plarned Giving Please send me information on making a planned gift to the Church,
Aewped Tiou oxediaw Nopokahw oveiite Pou TThnpogople THETIKG e Tov TROTIO Tiouw UMTop
va npeapipur va Swpicw.

Print Full Name/ Fpéu)te pe kepahdaic ypduparo 1o emiGerod sag

Signatursd YTToypaes Date/ Huepopnvia
Name / Dvopa Date of Birth / Hpepop. Fevuaswg
Introducing Auto Pay
Name of Spouse f Gvopa oulyau Date of Birth f Hpepop. Mevvigsg Set It and Forget 1t
Occupation / Emyyeipn

Take the work out of giving! Set up automatic offerings
and pledges right from your computer or tablet that will
seamlessly repccur every week, month, quarter, or year.

Occupation / Emayyzhpa {Spouse]

street Address / llieGOuva ¢ ; . ., .
. If you would like Lo give elecironically, visit our website

www:sthichelasmd.org/give or download the GivePlus
mabile app. If you have any guestions, contact the church
office at 410-633-5020.

Cley £ Teéshn Zip Code 7 1y, Topdac

Home Phone / Trafcpd tnhdpwyve amTiol

Mabile Phone / Kwnté tnhépuve KMobile Phone / Kiuntd tiidipuiva (Spouse) EISATOrH STON
Email Address / HAeKTpoviKn SieDBuvon a};}:{opn A}}; TPOIIO
Email Addreas of Spouse / Hhextpovin S1edBuven quldyou PYOMIZTE TO KAL ...

SEXAITE TQ!

Communicatfun Preferences f Npo Lynoges EMEKOLVHASS Aev ypellerot va BUPAOTE va GTEIAEEE T TIPCOPOPa 004,
PUBNIOTE TNV QUTGHATH SWREN Kal Ty £HEROVTIKN oag
MPOTPepd anzuBeiag Go TOV UTGAOYIOTN OUg ] Ta tablet
oag ou Ba enavaiayBaveral aveAAumiag kabs eBSopada,

HHVE TRLENYO 1) £TOG.

. fail f TayubpopELs . Email { Hhextpowkn . Text / Mnvupa

Depandent Children’s Names and Birthdates 7
pata mwaws iy K MUEPURNYLE yEvvIjgewc Tou

Eav eMBUPELTE V0 JEEIACTE TN SWPEA GGG ALKTROVIKG,
smoRe@felte v tonoosiida pog www.stnicholasmd.
orgigive | KateBdote Ty c@upuoyn GivePlus mobile.
EQv £XETE UMOpLES, EMKOWWVAGTIE PE Te T papeio tng
EKKANGLOG OTO TNAEPWYO 410-633-5020,
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EVENTS

DIAMONDS

, : g ] —
_j‘ 5 s, o/

é@@ﬁf ¢ vV Yo
[ UNCHEON PARTY
O

SATURDAY : DECEMBER 13 : 1.00PM

Greektown Square & Event Center
700 Quail St, Baltimore, MD 21224
TICKETS: $50
MENU:

2 LAMB CHOPS ROASTED VEGETABLES

CRAB CAKE ROASTED POTATOES '
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EVENTS

‘ HETY AR
JEX) LoRD BALTIMORE CHAPTER #36
ORDER OF AHEPA |

|

- ~INMEMORY.OF
ANDY PAPAMINAS &
GABRIEL PANTELIDES

5 K ‘1:‘} Al NI ) -. :

§k,eektownsgpégr Pl'q'te,‘:x{ fiad fad) URKEY.

$ 17005, QUAILSTREET, /|| | = /[ b= L
BALTIMORE;MD21224 | 17 ) LR

MUSIC - PRIZES - RAFFLES T

» CALL: MANOLI THEOHARIS

410-790-7542 h . i -
4 | INFO@AHEPA3BL.ORG

1

Kennedy Krieger "**

i

ARCHDIOCESAN DISTRICT

PARNTHOS]
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GREEK ORTHODOX

METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY

FIRST DIRECTORS MEETING
SEPTEMBER 29, 2025

2ND ANNUAL £

MUSIC & DANCE FESTIVAL ‘ﬁ&!

13-15, 2026
FEBRUARY FRIDAY EVENING

OPENING CEREMONY

SHERATON DOWNTOWRN

PHILADELPHIA

e

JANUARY 3:1°7, 2026
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EVENTS

Saint Nicholas | Nare Day Dance

- -

Saturday December 6 2025

FFAT!IR]NG

Yianni

Greektown Square
700 Quail Street -','_l._"_a ¥ e
Baltimore, MD 2122;}* SH e
: S

Adults: $75 Ay T e
Under 18: $50 ; .

Includes Dinner & Cash Bar® * |

Doors open at 8:00PM, © ¥**'
Dinner served at 9:00PM ,"_

w -.'.*____*. ot
Church office: 410-633-5020 PR, L B

-

‘ ;'

, Papastefanou

NOTICE:
All organizations must

review their upcoming
events with ELENI

calendar on the bulletin

Michael’s office.
Thank you fi
w APOLLONIA “cooperation.

.. SPONSOR
Hour A COFFEE
HOUR

We have resumed the Coffee Hour following

the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Please consider
sponsoring a coffee hour in memory of a loved one,
for the health of your family, or in honor of our St.
Nicholas Church. Please call the office at 410-633-

5020 to schedule.

Thank you for your support!

62 KOINONIA

KOSTALAS-LENTIS (410-
633-5020) who will add the
event to the official church

board across from Father

HELP US GROW
THROUGH E-GIVING

It’s through your contributions that we’re able to carry on
important work both spiritually and in our community.

Electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to support
St. Nicholas.

By giving electronically, you can:

e  Give anywhere, anytime from your computer,
smartphone or tablet.

e Donate easily for special projects.

e Set up recurring offerings and pledges and never

worry about bringing your checkbook or cash again.

Show your support and try one of our e-Giving options.
If you would like to give electronically,
visit our website www.stnicholasmd.org
or download the GivePlus mobile app.

Thank you for all you do to support
our St. Nicholas family throughout
the year!

J
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NOTICE

mip
r._

+ Slilndoy Coftee Hour

Sponsored by ) P
St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church | ‘

| Coffee & Assorted Cookies - $200

Includes setup, cleanup, paper goods

Coffee Service Only - $120

Includes setup, cleanup, paper goods

Fruit Tray - $40

Spanakopita - $75
100 pieces

Tyropita - $75
100 pieces

Tray of Cheese, Olives & Crackers - $100 |

Sandwiches - $2 per piece
Tuna, Shrimp or Chicken

For orders please call 410-633-5020 or visit the
St Nicholas Office at 520 Ponca St

|
- ]
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NOTICE

-~ Makaria Menu

Sponsored by

St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

CSRRAD)
Appetizer Choices
Cheese Pies (included)
Spinach Pies (included )

Fried Calamari (add $2.00pp)

Choices of salad (1)
Garden Salad, Greek Salad, Village Salad, Caesar Salad

- # -
-

Choices of Entree (1)
Roll & Butter (included)

Package #1 - $31pp Package #2 - $39pp

Salmon .(broiled/grilled) Two (2) Jumbo Lump Crab Cakes
Shrimp Creole Choice of Fish and One (1) Jumbo Lump
Shrimp Orzo Crab Cake

Cod Fish (broiled/fried)

Sides (2 choices)
Greek Style Lemon Potatoes, Roasted Red Skin Potatoes,
Kritharakie(orzo), white rice, fresh cut vegetables, string beans Greek style

Beverages (items included) Bar Options

Red or White Wine, Coftee and Tea, Sodas,
Water

Also available - Paximadia

Mixed Drinks $6
Domestic Beer $6
Imported Beer $6
Mixed Drinks and Beer Available at Per
Drink Charge $10

tel church: 410-633-5020 |
tel venue: 410-633-313I J

~ |
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HeALTHY BODY AND MIND
DON’T SKIMP ON VITAMIN D

Vitamin D, the “sunshine vitamin.” is essential
for wellness. Research also shows its potential influence
on disease prevention and resilience against infections.
Even so. many Americans are low in this nutrient.

Why it matters Vitamin D is crucial for supporting
skeletal integrity by enhancing the body’s ability to
absorb calcium and phosphorus. Deficiency can lead to
rickets in children and osteomalacia or osteoporosis in
adults. It modulates immune function, supports muscle
strength and helps regulate inflammation. Vitamin D
also plays a role in reducing the risk of chronic discases
such as heart disease, diabetes. depression. autoimmune
conditions and certain cancers.

Recent data underscores its role in immune
resilience, especially during the pandemic. Multiple
studies. including one published in Scientific
Reports, show that people with low vitamin D levels
are more likely to contract SARS-CoV-2. experience
severe symptoms or suffer from long COVID.

Deficiency Vitamin D levels of 30 nanograms
per milliliter (ng/ml.) or higher are considered sufTicient.
However, many experts suggest that optimal levels
begin at 50 to fully support the body’s functions. Levels
between 21 and 29 fall into the “insufficient™ range,
meaning the body isn’t receiving enough vitamin D to
function optimally. Levels at or below 20 are deficient.
Based on these standards, about 25% of Americans
are insufficient and 39% are deficient, meaning nearly
two-thirds of the population have suboptimal vitamin D
levels.

Where to get it Vitamin D has three main
sources: sunlight. food and supplements. Ultraviolet
B (UVB) rays from sun exposure trigger the skin's
production of vitamin D. But geographic location,
seasonality. skin pigmentation and sunscreen use can

KOINONIA

Dietary sources of vitamin D include fatty
fish such as salmon and mackerel, cod liver oil, egg
yolks. and fortified foods such as milk, orange juice
and cereals. Given the deficiency rates, supplements
are often recommended.

How much to supplement Vitamin D3
{cholecalciferol) is the most effective supplemental
form for raising and maintaining blood levels,

According to the National Institutes of Health,
the recommended dietary allowance for vitamin D is
400 international units (IU) per day for infants, 600
for children and adults up to 70, and 800 for adults
alder than 70. But these levels are designed to prevent
deficiency, not for optimal health, and many experts
suggest they may be too low for the latter. Research
shows that 5,000 to 8,000 IU a day is considered
optimal dosage, and higher doses (up to 10.000) under
medical supervision for correcting deficiencies. The
best way to assess your current vitamin D levels and
requirements is through blood testing.
i=issmmam i P S e A sk o=
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$ A Focus oN FINANCES $

THE FINANCIAL LEGACY WE LEAVE

Father’s Day is a time for celebration and maybe
a good dad joke or two. It’s also an opportunity to reflect
on the lasting influence we have on our children and
grandchildren—especially when it comes to money.
By the time we reach our 60s and beyond. we've seen
firsthand how financial decisions shape not only our
futures but theirs as well. The lessons we teach about
money - through words. actions and unspoken habits -
become part of their financial DNA. It’s never too late
to be intentional about the wisdom we pass down.

Live within your means. One of the greatest
financial gifts we can give our children is the example
of spending less than we earn. Many of us have seen
highs and lows of the cconomy. and know the value
of frugality. budgeting and avoiding unnecessary
debt. Younger generations face different financial
challenges. from skyrocketing home prices to digital-
age temptations of instant gratification. If you're retired
or approaching retirement, this is a great time to talk
with your kids about how you prepared financially. And
if there were missteps along the way. don’t gloss over
them: the most valuable lessons come from mistakes.
Plan for the future. Whether navigating a military or
civilian carcer or raising a family. it helps to have a
roadmap. Encourage your children and grandchildren
to think long-term. If you've benefited from a pension
or military retirement, explain how that guaranteed
income stream has made a difference - and how they
can work toward creating financial stability in their
own lives.

Talking about money matters. One of the best
lessons we can teach is how to have honest conversations
about money. Talking openly about budgeting. investing
or even cstate planning helps our kids make smarter
choices and avoid costly mistakes. Take the opportunity
to start {or continue) those conversations; perhaps

s s it's simply
encouraging
them to ask
financial
questions
\ without fear of
judgment.
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STATISTICS

30% U.S. taxpayers who say the thought of filing
their taxes makes them want to cry, increasing to 40%
ol Gen Z and selt-employed filers.

37% Americans who say they are dependent on
their tax refunds to make ends meet. rising to 50% of
millennials.

22% Americans who say they expected to have
$10.000 or more in debt heading into tax season.
climbing to 28% of Gen X.

33% U.S. taxpayers who say they would pay
a fee. or plan to. to access their tax refunds early,
climbing to 51% of millennials, 43% of Gen Z
and 42% of self-employed Americans.

.'.]J.' s J“
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MORE ON STATISTICS

Winds on Neptune can blow faster than 1.200
miles an hour.

90% of the world’s population lives in the
Northern Hemisphere.

Bangkok is the world’s most visited city. with
22.78 million international visitors.

Honey doesn’t spoil. making it one of the few
foods that can last indefinitely.

Typing keyboards used (o be arranged
alphabetically, not in the QWERTY format we use
today.

4 RCA Epistle Newdlener: September. 2023 Issue. Page 7 %
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STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 - 11/1/24 - 10/31/25

Agapios, Maria

Alafassos, Spiro & Penny

Alexandrou, Constantina

Alexandrou, John & Despina

Alexandrou, Niki

Alourdas, Nick

Alsup, Andrew & Vasilia

Amann, Mary & Franz

Anastasiades, Demos & Nancy

Angelopoulos, Chris

Angelos, John & Irene

Angelos, Mark & Kalliope

Apesos, Antigoni

Aravidis, Nickolas & Smaragda

Argetakis, Andronikos & Paraskevi

Argetakis, Angeliki

Argetakis, Niko & Vasilia

Argirakis, Pantelis & Despina

Argiropoulos, William & Fotini

Argyrakis, Despina

Asmar-, Oliver & Nikoletos, Anna

Athanasiou, Antonios & Penny

Athos, Janet

Atsalis, Gus & Kalliope

Atsidis, Ioannis & Efthimia

Avgerinos, George & Phaedra

Avgerinos, Vasilios & Sophia

Bakalis, John

Bakiasi, Edward

Balatsoukas, Konstantina

Balomas, Patricia

Basil, George & Angie

Benetos, Ioannis & Cynthia

Bisbikis, Pete & Eleni

Black, Mark

Bonolis, Catherine

Bouloubasis, Nicholas

Bournias, Lambrini

Bournousouzis, Panagiota

Britzolakis, Georgios & Eugenia

Canning, Nicole

Cardiges, Nicholas

Chagetas, Angela

Charalambopoulos, Charalambos & Aspasia

Charalambopoulos, George &
Sofia Koutsoumbis

Chionis, Antonios

Chrissomallis, Metaxia

Chrissomallis, Sophie

Christ, Philip & Marina

Christakou, Stavroula

Conway, Rose

Cook, Harry

Cornias, Arezina

Cornias, Clara

Cornias, Despina

Cornias, Fotini

Cornias, John

Cornias, Kiriaki

Cornias, Larry
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STEWARDSHIP YEAR 2025 [11-01-2024 --- 10-31-2025]
Contribution | Transaction Pledged Received | Outstanding Report Date: 11/04/2025
Type Location
Pledged Office $60,195.00 | $43,245.00 | -516,950.00 Number Of Family 355
Contributions
Not Pledged | Office/Vanco - $142,001.72 - Number of Individual 448
Contributions
TOTAL - - $185,246.72 - -

Cornias, Nicholas

Cossis, Milton & Amalia
Dardamanis, Eva

Dendrinos, Evangelia
Diakantonis, Nickolaos & Agathi
Diniotis, Anastasia

Dotis, Markellos & Georgia
Douskas, Konstantinos
Douskas, Nicolas & Dimitra
Douskas, Vasiliki

Eleftheriou, John

Eliopoulos, Anna

Eliou, Ernest & Lilian

Fakas, James & Valasia

Fakas, Vasilios

Fantis, Penelope

Filipidis, Effie

Filipidis, James

Filipidis, Maria

Filippakis, Filippos

Finney, Thomas & Virginia
Forakis, George

Forakis, Michael & Alexandra
Forakis, Stamati & Despina
Fotinos, Aikaterini

Fotinos, James

Fotinos, Michael

Foukas, Andromahi

Fragakis, Aikaterini

Frangakis, Sofoula

Frangos, John & Katerina
Galiatsatos, Chrysoula

Gargiulo, Angela

Gatanas, Angelos

Gavrilis, John & Patricia
Georgakakou, Vasiliki & Chandar, Bharath
Georgalas, Michael & Hrisovalantou
Georgalas, Olga

Georgas, George

Georgiadis, Diogenis & Nektaria
Gerapetrites, Panagiota
Gialamas, Joanna
Giannakoulias, George & Amy
Giannas, Stylianos & Maria
Giorgakis, John & Maria
Gluszcz, Christine

Glykiadis, Despina

Glykiadis, Konstantinos

Glytsis, Filippos & Papakanaki, Georgia
Gray, Jamison

Gyftopoulos, Sofia

Halikias, Anastasia

Halikias, Anna

Halkias, Fotini

Harris, Athena

Hatziefthimiou, Anastasia
Hatzigeorgalis, Antonios
Hatzigeorgalis, Nicholaos
Hazarides, Melli

Hiotis, Michael & Hiotis, Despina

Houvardas, Minas

Ieromonahos, Dimitrios & Maria
Ieromonahos, Pantelis & Stamatia
Jurado, Jonathan

Kafouros, Demetrios

Kaikis, Clemis & Maria

Kaitis, Angela

Kalambihis, Maria

Kaliakoudas, Sofia

Kaminaris, Demetrios & Michelle
Kammas, Georgios & Eleftheria Tzanakaki
Kapetanakos, Elias & Stephanie
Kapetanakos, Soulla

Kaputsos, Irene

Karabelas, Ioanna

Karabelas, Pete & Helen

Karaflos, Nektarios

Karagiannis, Carla

Karagiannis, Maria

Karagiorgos, Nicholaos

Karais, Konstantinos
Karamihalis, George
Karamihalis, Theologos
Karanikolis, Nikos & Vasiliki
Karavedas, Viola

Kardiasmenos, Metaxia
Karoutsos, George & Alexandra
Karoutsos, Nikitas

Kastanakis, Michael & Nikki
Kastellorizios, Konstantinos & Maria
Katsaros, Emanuel

Katsas, Stavros & Evangelia
Kattavenos, Michael & Stamatia
Kazamias, Voula

Kazos, Vagelis & Maria

Kefalas, Mike & Nora

Kevas, George & Agella

Kevas, Yanni

Klosterides, Michael

Klosteridis, Michael & Klosteridis, Eleni
Klosteridis, Spiros & Paraskevi
Koliadis, Zinovia

Koliofotis, Evangelos & Athina
Kolotos, Dora

Komninos, Emmanuel
Komninos, Joanna

Konstantinou, John & Charlotte
Kontoudis, Konstantinos & Kyriaki
Kornias, George & Maria
Korologos, Louis & Anastasia
Kosmas, Demetrios & Denise
Kostos, John

Koukides, Georgios

Koukides, Harry & Stella
Koukides, John

Koumoudis, Kyriakos
Koumoudis, Sotiris & Vasiliki
Kouroupis, Steve

Kourtesis, Michael & Adrienne
Koutsantonis, Demetrios
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STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 - 11/1/24 - 10/31/25

STEWARDSHIP YEAR 2025 [11-01-2024 --- 10-31-2025]
Contribution | Transaction Pledged Received | Outstanding Report Date: 11/04/2025
Type Location
Pledged Office $60,195.00 | $43,245.00 | -$16,950.00 Number Of Family 355
Contributions
Not Pledged | Office/Vanco - $142,001.72 - Number of Individual 448
Contributions
TOTAL - - $185,246.72 - -
Koutsouris, Stylianos & Maria Paralis, Kon/Nos & Anna Skandalis, George
Kouvaris, Paula Paros, Mary Skevofilax, Emmanuel

Kovios, Panagiotis & Christine
Kron, Christopher & Alexa
Laiakis, Dimitrios & Anastasia
Lallas, Eva

Lambrow, Stephanie
Larentzos, James & Despina
Ledakis, Panagiotis

Lentis, Minas & Kostalas, Eleni
Loizou, Chris & Doxia

Lykos, Konstantinos

Makris, John

Maltas, John

Marianos, Vasilios & Lamprini
Mastromanolis, Manuel
Mastrovasilis, Michael &

Lisa Kastellorizios
Matsangos, Argyro
Mavromoustakos, Tsampika
Mavronis, Michael & Kleopatra
Mavronis, Nicholas
Mavroulis, Photis & Eva
Mekins, Angeliki
Micklos, Angelos & Panagiota
Micklos, Christine
Miller, Emanuel & Shirley
Millett, Ear]l & Alex, Elizabeth
Millon, Edwards & Florence
Milonas, Kimon
Mimaros, Paraskevi
Minadakis, Antonios & Agapi
Minas, Rose
Moniodis, Michael & Effie
Moniodis, Michael & Flora
Myaris, John & Sofia
Nakos, Angelo & Mary Kamos
Nickoles, Josh
Nicolarakis, George
Niotis, Vasilios
Nistazos, George & Despina
Nistazos, Nickolas & Alena
Nychis, George & Angeliki
Nychis, Vasilios & Evangelia
O’Drudy, Leo & Tricia
Ohno, Maria
Oikonomou, Fr. Georgios
Orfanos, Anthony & Regina
Orfanos, Michael
Pandelidis, Demetrios & Elisavet
Papadimitriou, Maria
Papadopoulos, Anastasios & Marianthi
Papadopoulos, Efstathios & Kalliopi
Papalexopoulos, Christianna
Papathakis, Matthew
Papavasiliou, Dimitris
Papavasiliou, Lucas & Renee
Papavasiliou, Virginia
Papavasilis, Arhontoula
Paragios, Ioannis & Popi
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Parthemos, Antonia & Mitchem, Jos
Parthemos, Kaliope

Parthemos, Konstantinos & Angelika
Patras, Leonard

Peach, Antonia

Pearce, Anthony & Maria
Pelekakis, Maria

Perdikakis, George

Petrinolis, Georgios & Irene
Petropoulos, Dimitrios
Philippou, Kalliopi

Philippou, Philip

Philippou, Vasilios

Pikounis, Adrew

Pikounis, Eleni

Pikounis, George & Vasiliki
Pikounis, John & Despina
Polikandriotis, Kostas & Hariklia
Polikandriotis, Maria
Polychronis, Aristides & Virginia
Poulimenakos, Eleni

Prassinas, Demetrios & Carol
Protopapas, George & Sofia
Protopapas, Nicholas

Qirjako, Spiro & Bona
Quintero, Dennis & Rita
Redmiles, Sophia

Reese, Kalyopi & John

Reppas, Paraskevi

Reppas, Soterios & Elia
Rigopoulos, Mary Ann

Roberts, Brian & Maria
Rologas, Christina

Roros, Dimitrios & Poli

Roros, John & Angeliki

Roros, Kyriaki

Roros, Stavros

Roufas, Anthie

Roussos, Anthony & Laura
Roxanis, Dean & Soula
Roxanis, John

Roxanis, Steven

Sakpazis, Ioannis & Maria
Saliaris, Panagiotis

Samaras, Peter

Sarioglou, Anastasia

Sarioglou, Nikolaos

Sarlanis, Kiriako

Sazaklis, Antonios

Sevdalis, Spiros

Sevdalis, Theohariti
Sfakianoudis, John & Angeliki
Sfakianoudis, Kon/Nos & Angela
Sfakianoudis, Vasilis & Lemonia
Sfiriou, Antonia

Sgouros, Shirley

Sigambris, Irene

Siskos, Stefanos & Dina

Sotirchos, Elias & Yiouli Ktena

Souranis, Maritsa

Souranis, Michael & Thoula

Souranis, Paraskevi

Spencer, Eric & Donna

Stakias, Dimitrios & Joanne

Stakias, Michael & Lemonia

Stakias, Stelios & Tina

Stamatopoulos, Nicolas

Stamidis, Anastasios & Angela

Stamidis, Stergios

Stamoulis, George & Maria

Stamoulis, Kyriakos & Jessica

Stavlas, Jerry & Kalliope

Stavrakis, Demetrios & Antonia

Stewart, John & Rita

Syropoulos, Amalia

Syropoulos, Nicholas & Angeliki

Tasker, Dale & Kalomira

Tetteris, Rhodea

Themelis, Constantine & Thalia

Themelis, John & Renee

Theoharis, Emmanuel & Maria

Triantafilos, Mary

Trintis, Thorina

Tsakalas, Steven & Dina

Tsakalos, Jeanette

Tsamouras, Constantine & Moshoula

Tsampos, Michael & Christina

Tsapakidis, Nikolaos

Tsapakidis, Theoharis &
Tsapakidis Papadimas, Evan

Tserkis, George

Tsironis, Evdokia

Tzavaris, Stelianos & Theodosia

Tzimas, Anna

United Chian Society Of Baltimore

Vasilakopoulos, Anastasia

Vasilakopoulos, Irene

Vasiliades, Antonios & Sofia

Vasiliades, Minus & Kelly

Vasilios, Frank & Irene

Vatakis, Tessie

Venetis, Dimitrios & Kiki

Verenakis, Maria

Vergos, John

Vizaniaris, Evangeline

Vlachos, Nikolaos & Sevi Froumis

Vonakis, George & Irene

Vonakis, Joseph

Vourgarakis, Harry

Voxakis, Samantha

Xouri, Sofia

Yeakim, Dionysios & Angela

Yianakis, Steve & Katina

Zervos, Christine
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ST. NICHOLAS MAILING LIST

To subscribe to the St. Nicholas mailing list,
please follow these steps:

1) Open your Email client and create a new message.

2) Enter stnicholasbaltimore@listserv.goarch.org as the To address. If this
address does not work, you may need to use
STserv@stnicholashaltimore@listserv.goarch.org. Older list serve accounts
were configured with the STserv address.

3) Enter “subscribe” stnicholasbaltimore in the body of your message where
stnicholasbaltimore is the name of the list you are subscribing to.

4) Leave the subject of the message blank. If your mail program requires text
in the subject field, enter random characters.

5) Send the email; you will receive a confirmation if you successfully
subscribed.
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR - NOVEMBER

Saturday, November 1: Sts. Cosmas & Damianos the Unmercenaries Orthros 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy 9:15 am

Sunday, November 2: Fifth Sunday of St. Luke: Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 9:45 am

Saturday, November 8: Synaxis (Gathering) of the Archangels Michael and Gabriel Orthros 8:30
am Divine Liturgy 9:15 am

Sunday, November 9: Seventh Sunday of St. Luke- St. Nectarios the Wonderworker, Bishop of
Pentapolis Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 9:45 am

Saturday, November 15: Sacrament of Holy Unction: 6:30 pm/ The Nativity Fast Begins

THE CHRISTMAS FASTING PERIOD BEGINS: DURING THIS FASTING PERIOD, MEAT
IS NOT PERMITTED TO BE CONSUMED DURING THE 40 DAY PERIOD. FISH IS
PERMITTED TO BE CONSUMED UP UNTIL DECEMBER THE 12TH. (Fish is not permitted
though on the days of Wednesday’s and Friday’s). From the 12" of December until the Nativity of
our Lord, a Strict Fast is observed. Wishing everyone in the Community a Blessed Christmas
Fast.

Sunday, November 16: St. Matthew The Apostle & Evangelist Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy
9:45 am.

Friday, November 21: The Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple: Orthros 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy 9:15 am

Sunday, November 23: Ninth Sunday of St. Luke Orthros 8:30 Divine Liturgy 9:45 am

Tuesday, November 25: Saint Catherine the Great Martyr: Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy
9:15 am

Thursday, November 27: Thanksgiving Day Liturgy This service will begin at 9:00 am
On behalf of the Parish Council, Fr. Michael, the Church Staff and the entire family of St.
Nicholas we would like to wish everyone A Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving Day to all our

wonderful Parishioners.

Sunday,  November 30: St. Andrew the First Called Apostle Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy
9:45 am.
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