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The first of September, the beginning of the Indiction, has been
established in church tradition as a celebration for the beginning of
the new Ecclesiastical Year. This is the reason why a Divine Liturgy
is celebrated on this day and a Doxology is sung, so that the new
year begins with prayer, thanksgiving, and praise and, of course,
with the blessing of God. The same day has been established by the
Ecumenical Patriarchate as a day dedicated to the protection of the
natural environment since 1989.

The beginning of the new Ecclesiastical Year is blessed with the
very important news for our local church, the Enthronement of our
new Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey. On behalf of the whole
community, we wish and pray fervently that God bless him and give
him strength in his new duties as the Archpastor and spiritual father
of our Metropolis.

The first of September also means the start of the activities of
all organizations of our community. After the summer rest for
those who were able to go on vacation, or after a summer of trials
and tribulations for other brothers and sisters in Christ, we are all
here again, in our beloved church of Saint Nicholas, this blessed
community, which celebrates the seventy years of its foundation this
year and looks to the future with hope, vision and optimism for even
greater progress by God’s Grace and the precious contribution of our
Parish Council and all our parishioners.

In the new year, the liturgical program is enriched with the Service of
the Small Blessing of Water and the Sacrament of the Holy Unction
every month. The Greek School starts with the best perspectives and
educational planning, to offer our children the best. Learning the
Greek language, Greek tradition, Greek culture, the precious morals,
and customs of our beloved homeland Greece. I express my gratitude
and warm congratulations to the Director of the Greek School and
President of our community, to our teachers, to the amazing PTA and,
of course; to the students” families and the children themselves, who
make great progress and make us feel proud of their achievements.
Also, we'll continue for a second year the prototype educational
project “I learn about my faith in the Greek School”.

The Greek Ladies Philoptochos Society of Saint Nicholas is already
planning great actions to support our fellow human beings in
need throughout the year. The house of “Philoxenia” which has
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philanthropically opened its doors to
patients and their families since 2002
is a wonderful project and continues
to develop dynamically. We must all
support Philoptochos’ charitable events
by offering from our surplus or deficit
and knowing that in the face of every
person who needs help, our Christ is
reflected, who identifies with the “least
of these” of this world.

Our “Diamonds”. They are all precious,
expensive, and unique. An organization
born from the bosom of our community,
with very beautiful actions, initiatives,
meetings, and events, which offers the totality of all profits for the
needs of our church. It is worth noting that tens of thousands of
dollars have been donated to the church since the establishment of
“Diamonds” until today.

Our youth! Our children are without any doubt the future of our
church. With a live presence, with participation in events, with a
basketball team, with dance classes, with successful organization of
activities and events, they fill us with optimism that the future of our
church is in good and worthy hands. While the Sunday School, with
the excellent catechetical work done by teachers, complements all of
the above by giving the spiritual basis and food, so that the children
can know more deeply the treasure of our Orthodox Christian Faith.

The reference to the above work is not justan empty boasting. We know
that there also may be mistakes, failures, points for improvement. We
are willing to listen to good-natured criticism and the submission of
creative ideas. Personally, however, I could say from the bottom of
my heart the same words as Paul wrote to the Corinthians “my pride
is in what Christ Jesus our Lord has done in you”. I thank God, who
sent me to be here, as a member of this blessed spiritual family and
to serve you humbly but with all my strength. Let us all pray together
to the Almighty God to richly bless and protect our community
every day of this new Ecclesiastical Year, so that we may walk and live
according to His holy will and work for His glory. Amen.

With paternal love in Christ | Protopresbyter Georgios Oikonomou

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF
AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY




andm] SentepPpiov, n apxr) g Ivdiktov, €xet kabiepwdel
oTtnVv ekkAnotaotikny mapadoon wg yopth yia v évapén
TOU VEOU EKKANOLAOTIKOV €TOVG. Tia Tov Adyo avtd teleitan tnv
nuépa avtr Ocia Aertovpyia kaw YdAhetar Aogoloyia, wote va
EexivioeL ) véa Xpovid pe poaoevyT), evxaplotia kat Go§oloyia kat
Quolka pe TNy evloyia tov Oeov. H iSta nuépa €xel kabiepwOei,
Sopatikd kaw mpoenTikd Ba pmopovoape va TovHE, and To
Owovpeviko TTatplapxeio, edw kat 34 xpovia — and 1o 1989 - wg
NHEPA APLEPWUEVT] GTIV TIPOTTAGIA TOV YUAIKOV TIEPIBAAAOVTOG.

H apxr tov véov ekkAnolaoTikoD £TOUG [oG €VAOYEITAL HE TO
XapUOOLVO yEYovOG yla TNV TOTIKY pag ekkAnoia, Tnv EvBpovion
Tov véou pag Mntpomohitn Néag Iepaéng, kupiov Anootorov. Ex
UEPOVG OANG TNG KOLVOTNTAG EVXOUAOTE KAl TIPOCELXOUAoTE Beppd o
@066 va Tov evhoyel kat va Tov xapifel Sbvapn ota véa kabrkovta
w¢ o ITotuevdpxng Kat TVELHATIKOG TaTEPAG TG MNTpOMOANG pag.

H npdrtn ZentepPpiov onpaivet kaw yra tn Sikr| Hog KOWVOTNTA TNV
évap€n Twv SpacTnploTHTwy GAWV Twv opyaviopwy. Yotepa and
TNV KAAOKAUPLVI] PAGTOVI YLd 000V UTTOpesay va Eekovpaotovv
Kat va tave SlakoTég 1) voTepa and éva kalokaipt pe Sokipaoieg
Kat ONiyelg yia aAlovg adeh@oig pag, eipaocte maAL GAot edw, oToV
ayamnuévo pog Ayo Nikoha, aut TV €vAoynuévn Kowotnta
mov yoptalet gétog Ta efSourvta xpdvia and v idpvor| g
Kot atevilet o peAov pe eAmtida, dpapa kat atolodofia ya akopa
peyalvtepn mpoodo pe t Poribeta Tov Ogov kal TNV TOADTIUN
Tpooopa Tov Evoprakot pag ZupPovliov kat OAwv Twv evopitdv
pog, Tov kabevog kat TG kabepiag EexwploTa.

Tn véa Xxpovid To Aeltovpylkd TpOypapa epmAovtiletal pe v
Téleon kdbe prva g akolovBiag Tov Mikpol Aylacuov kat Tov
puotnpiov tov Iepod Evyelaiov. To EAAvikd pag Zxoheio Eexvd
HE TIG KAAVTEPEG TIPOOTITIKEG KAl EKTIAUSEVTIKO OXeSLAOUO, WOTE
va mpoo@épovpe oTa madid pag 0,TL avwtepo. Thv ekpadnon g
eMNVIKNG yAwooag, ™G eAAnvikig mapadoong, tov eAAnvikov
TOMTIOHOD, TwV ToAvTIpdTaTWVY NBWV Kat Biwy TG ayammuévng
pag matpidag. Exepdlw tnv evyvopoovvn pov kat ta Oepud
ovyxapntipta ot AtevBovrpia tov EAXAnvikod ZyoAeiov kat
[Tp6edpo TG KOO TNTAG HAG, OTIG SAOKANEG HAG, GTOV EKTTANKTIKO
20AAoyo [ovéwvy Kal QUOIKA OTIG OIKOYEVELEG TWV HaBNTWV Kat Ta
10t T Taudid, oL oNpeELDVOVY HEYAAN TTPOOSO Kat [ag KAVOLY va
aloBavopaoTe LITEPTPAVOL YLo OOA KATAKTOVV Kl EMTUYXAVOUV.

Akiler va onpetwoovpe 6Tt Ba ouveyioet p£Tog T Aettovpyia Tov,
pe tn PonBeta Tov Ogo, Kat TO TPOTLTIO EKTASEVTIKO TIPOYPAUA
«MaBaivw yio v miotny pov oto EMnvikd Zxoleio», mov
AYKOMAOTNKE pe HEYAAN aydrtn amd OAOVUG TOVG OUVTEAEOTEG TOV
EXAnvikod ZyoAeiov kat and Ta idta Ta moudid.
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H ®dontwyog Adedgotnra Kupuwv tng ekkhnoiag pag éxet
non oxedaopd omovdaiwv Spdoewv ya v vrnoothpln Twv
avaykepévoy ovvavBpwmwy pag katd tn Sdpkela 6GAov Tov
xpovov. To omitt g «Dhoeviagr mov avoie @UAGvBpwma Tig
TOPTEG TOV OTOVG aoBeveig Kal TIG OlKoYEVeLEG TOVG amd To 2002
anotelel pia Bavpdola Tpooopd kal ouveyilel va avantdooeTa
Suvapika. Ogeilovpe Mot va otnpifovpe TG @AavBpwmikeég
ekdnAaoelg g Plontwyov TPOCPEPOVTAG Amd TO TEPIOTEVHA
1 TO VOTEPNUA pog Kat Yvwpilovtag 6Tt oto pocwno kabevog
avBpwrov Tov éxet avdykn BonBetag kabpe@Tiletar o Xplotog pag,
7oV TavTileTal pe TOUG «eAaXiTTOVG» AVTOV TOV KOGHOV.

Ta «Awpdvtiar pag. IToddtipa, akpiBa ko povadikd. ‘Evag
OpYaVIOHOG YEVVIHEVOG amd TOVG KOATIOUG TNG KOWVOTNTAG
oG, pe TOND Opopeg Spdoels, TpwToPovAies, CLUVAVTHOELS Kat
ekdnAwoelg, oV TPooPEPeL TO GUVOLO OAWV TV KepdwV yla Tig
avaykeg tng ekkAnoiag pag. A&ilet va onpewwBei 6ti and v idpvon
TV AlapavTiov péxpt ofpepa €xovv yivel dwped otnv ekkAnoia
apketég Sexddeg xthtadeg Sohdpta.

H veolaia pog! Ta moudid pag. To péAdov tng ekkAnoiog pag.
Me (wvtavr) mapovoia, pe GUUHETOXT Ot ekdNAWOELS, pe opada
kahaboo@aiplong, e XOPELTIKA TUAPATA, HE  EMTUXNUEVN
Sopydvwon  Spactnpotntwv kot  ekSpolwy, pag  yepilovv
atotodokia 0Tt To pEAAOV NG ekkAnoiag pag Ppioketal oe kKaAd
kat afa yépta. Eva to Karnynuikd Zyoleio tng Kuproxng pe v
eaupeTikr) SOVAELd OV yiveTat amd 6oovG SI8ATKOLY, CUUTTANPWVEL
o\a Ta mapamavw SivovTag TNy mvevpatikn PAon kat Tpoer, yia
va yvwpicovv ta mada Babitepa tov Onoavpo g OpBddoéng
Xprotiavikng Iiotng pag.

H avagopd oo mapamdvew €pyo ev yivetat wg Kovta Kadxnor.
Ivwpifovpe OTL pmopel va vmdpyovv kat A&On, mapaleivel,
aotoyies, onueia ya Pektiwon. Eipaote mpdBupol va axovoovpe
NV KAAOTIPOALPETN KPLTIKY Kot TV KatdBeon Snpovpykwy 18ewv.
[Ipoowmikd, woTO00, KAVXWHAL £V XPLOTW YLt TNV AYAT KAl TNV
TPOOPOPE OAWV TWV HEAWV TNG KOWOTNTAG HAG OTNV €KKANGia
pac. Evxapiotd tov @¢o, mov pe afuovel va Ppiokopar edd, wg
HEAOG AVTNG TNG EVAOYNUEVNG TIVEVHATIKIG OLKOYEVELAG KAL VAL 0AG
Slakovw Tamevd pa pe 0Aeg pov Tig duvapels. Ag mpooevxnBovpe
oMot pali otov IavayaBo BOed va evloynoer mMlovota kat va
TPOOTATEVEL TNV KOWOTNTA Hag kabe pépa avtov TOv Vvéou
EKKANOLAOTIKOD £TOVG, (WOTE va TTOPELTOVE Kat va {ovpe ouppwva
pe To ayto BeAnpa Tov kau va gpyaldpaocte mpog 86&a Sk Tov.
Aprjv.

Me ev Xplota ayamnn,
[IpwtompeoPutepog Iewpytog Otkovopov
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

PROTOPRESBYTER FR. GEORGIOS OIKONOMOU, PASTOR  Tel: 410-633-5020 * Fax: 410-633-4352 « Cell: 443-422-4548

CHURCH SECRETARY CHANTER SUNDAY SCHOOL
PARASKEVI KOTSATOU DIMITRIOS APOSTOLOU PHAEDRA AVGERINOS AND SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS,
DIRECTORS
FINANCIAL SECRETARY HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS PHAEDRA AVGERINOS 10TH
AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS KATERINA PATRIKIOS, DIRECTOR NIKKI CANNING AND ROSE KOSTAKIS,
FOULA PARAGIOS & IRENE ANGELOS, PRE-KINDERGARTEN
PARISH COUNCIL DANCE INSTRUCTORS YANA KARABELAS, KINDERGARTEN
PRESIDENT - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS PENNY GERAPETRITIS & VASILIKI FONIADIKI, 1ST & 2ND
VICE PRESIDENT - VASILIS ARGIROPOULOS PAN-HELLENIC BOARD MEMBERS JENNA STAKIAS, 3RD & 4TH
TREASURER - NICK ARAVIDIS METAXIA KARDIASSMENOS - HONORARY MEMBER STAVROULA SAKELAKIS 5TH
ASSISTANT TREASURER - SOFIA XOURI EFFIE KARAMBELAS - DANCE TEACHER KALLIOPI CORNIAS & FLORA GIACOUMAKIS, 6TH
RECORDING SECRETARY - MARY ILIADIS FOTEINI ARGIROPOULOS - POC ELENI PIKOUNIS 7TH
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - IOANNIS MARIA FILIPPOU. 8TH & 9TH
SFAKIANOUDIS DIAMONDS
STANLEY SOURANIS ROSE TSAKALOS - PRESIDENT AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL
BOARD MEMBERS: ROZA CORNIAS - VICE-PRESIDENT PRINCIPAL: STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS
JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS ANASTASIA VASILAKOPOULOS - SECRETARY PARASKEVI KOTSATOU
JOHN KEVAS MARY SERAFIS - REASURER ELENI MASTORA
JOHN KOROLOGOS BOARD MEMBERS AGAPI MOSKONAS
PETE SALIARIS SOULA GIANNAKOULIAS, SOULA KAPETANAKOS,
EMMANUEL THEOHARIS EVALALLAS YVONI GALETAKI
VOULA KOSMATOU
PHILOPTOCHOS G.0.Y.A. DESPINA LARENTZOS
MARIA GEORGAKI - PRESIDENT RITA QUINTERO, HEAD ADVISOR EVANGELIA PAPADIMAS
ZOE PERDIKAKIS - VICE PRESIDENT stnicholasgoyabalto@gmail.com
MARIA KARAGIANNI - 2"P VICE PRESIDENT RENA KOUTSANTONIS GREEK SCHOOL P.T.A.
PANAGIOTA KOUTSANTONIS - SECRETARY KATINA PALAS ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS - PRESIDENT
EVANYCHIS - CORRESPONDING SECRETARY NITSA ZDZIERA ALEXANDRA FORAKIS - VICE PRESIDENT
NORA KEFALAS - TREASURER DEBBIE NISTAZOS DIMITRA DOUSKAS - SECRETARY
STELLA KOUKIDES - ASSISTANT TREASURER EMILY SYROPOULOS AGATHI DIAKANTONIS - TREASURER
IRENE VASILIOS - ADVISOR BOARD MEMBERS:
BOARD MEMBERS: G.0.Y.A. COACHES MARIA IEROMONAHOS
KATINA FOTINOS, MARIA KOUTSOURI, PATTY BOYS A & BOYS B TEAMS: DENNIS QUINTERO TSAMBIKA KOROLOGOS
MICKLOS, ELENI PIKOUNIS, EVAGELIA SALIARIS, GIRLS A & GIRLS B TEAMS: ANGELICA QUINTERO, ANNA NIKOLETOU
RENEE THEMELIS, TSAMBIKA TRIANTAFILOS, GENEVIEVE ZDZIERA, PANAYIOTA KOUTSANTONIS TINA STAMATIADI
KATINA YIANAKIS, CHRISTINE ZERVOS ANGELA YEAKIM
G.0.Y.A. BOARD MEMBERS
CHOIR DIRECTOR/ORGANIST PRESIDENT - ANEZINA PALAS YAL
PETE BISBIKIS VICE-PRESIDENT - LEAH KOUTSANTONIS FOULA PARAGIOS
TREASURER - KATERINA ALAFASSOS
SEXTON CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - PANAGIOTA ZDZIERA STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
STANLEY CAVOURAS RECORDING SECRETARY - SOPHIA KOUMOUDIS IRENE VASILAKOPOULOS, CHAIRPERSON
HISTORIANS - ELLIE FILIPPOU AND MARIA KILLIAS ADRIENNE KOURTESIS

SERGEANT AT ARMS - GEORGE KOSTRIVAS

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: OCTOBER 2023
SUBMISSIONS DUE: SEPTEMBER 20"

Please email your article(s) to: vkotsatou@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue.
All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
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Dear Parishioners and Friends of our church,

We wish from the bottom of our hearts that you had a
wonderful summer with sweet memories and unforgettable
family moments.

So with our batteries fully charged, with positive thoughts and
smiles let’s hope to have a wonderful church & school year!!!
Our church is waiting for all its children to return to its arms
again, young and old, and for our Patron Saint Nicholas to
be filled with joy and blessing. So among our priorities should
be the registration of our children in the Catechism school for
the Sunday lesson, the registration of our children in our Greek
school where they will learn our Greek language, our
morals and customs, our history, our faith and they
will build friendships and unique memories.

Their registration to our Goya our excellent youth
club who will participate in friendly matches with
our neighboring churches, hold events and build
future relationships and friendships.

Their registration in our dance club, Golden Coins,
is a unique opportunity to learn to dance traditional
dances from all parts of Greece with unique participation in
festivals, fairs and events.

By participating our children in the activities of our church
according to their age, they build foundations and acquire
knowledge that will help them in their later life. With this
opportunity of our children’s participation in the various
organizations, we parents are also given the opportunity to get
closer by helping in the various events and creating beautiful
friendships. “The afterthought after the beneficial”

Father George and the church council are always at your side
for anything you need, we are happy to serve you. It is our joy
to see our church full of all of you who are our loved ones.

May you have health, love and God’s blessing.
With true love,
Stamatia Ieromonahos

President of the Parish Council
St. Nicholas Church of Baltimore
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Ayannuévor pog evopites kot pilot THG ekkANTIaG Uag.

Evyouaote amo kapSiis va mepioate Eva mavEuoppo kadokaipt
pe YAUKIEG avapvioes Kou akEYaoTeS 0IKOYEVEIRKES OTIYHES.

Me 116 pmatapies pag Aowmov yeudres, pe Oetikés okéyels ko
Xoapoyeda ag evynBovue vo Eyovpe pio vTEPoxH EKKANOIXOTIKY
& ayolikn) ypovia!!! H exxAnoie pog mepiéver oAa ti o mouSik
va emotpéyouvy Eavd atny aykakid THG pIKp& Ko pueydAa Kou
va yeuioer xap& ko evdoyia o Iohdovyos pag Ayiog NikoAwo.
Méoa omis TpoTeEpaIOTHTEG YOG AOITIOV v €ival 1] eyypaph
Twv moudiwv pag oto Karnyntixd oxoleio yix 1o Kvpiakdrixo
paBnua, n eyypagn Twv madiwy peg oto EAAviko pag oxoleio
omov Oa péBovy v EAAviKA pag yrwooa, Ta 101 ko Tt EQipe
pos, THY 10Topia o, THY oty o ke Qo yTioovy
Qihies Ko PoVaSIKES avapvhOEL.

Ty eyypagn tovg atnv Goya pag tov elaupetino
ovAAoyo TG veodaias pag mov B ouppeTéyovy o€
QIMKOUG aywves pe TIG YEITOVIKEG EKKANOIEG A,
Oa kivovv exdnAwaeis keu O xTioovy peAdovTiké
Oxéoels kot LA,

Tiv eyypagn TovG 0TOV XOPEVTIKO pag oUALoyo Tat
Xpvaa Qlovpik pix povadiky evkaipio v puabovy
v xopevovv mapadooiaxovs yopois amd oAa Ta
pépn s EAMGOOG pag pe povaldixés ovupetoyés oe peotifaA,
v yUpLa Ko ekSAWOEL.

Zvppetéyovrag T bl paG 0T OpAOTHPIOTHTES THG
exkAnoiag pag avidoya v nhikia Tovg ytiCovv Phoeis Ko
amokTOUY Yvaoeis mov Ha Tous BonbBroovy atny uetémerta (wh
T0UG. Me THV evKaupioe auTH THG CUBUETOXHG TWV TTAISIQOY UG
0ToVG S10pAPovs opyaviopols SIVETAL 1 EVKXIPIX Ko O€ EUKG
T0UG yoveis va épbovue mo kovrd Ponbawvtas otis Sihpopes
exdnAawoels ko Snpovpywvtag wpaies gilies. « To Tepmvov
UETX TOV wPélipov»

O marep Tewpyiog koL 10 eKKANOIXOTIKG OUUPOVAI0 TIAVTA
KOVI& 0aG Yl OTIOHTIOTE YPEIXOTEITE UETE YOPAS VA 006
ebunnpetnoovpe. Xapd poag va Prémovue v exkAnoia pag
YEURTH IO OAOUG ETGS TIOV EITTE TX AYATTHUEVE UG TIPOOWTICY.
Na éyete vyeia, apdrn kou evAoyia Kvpiov.

Me ethikpivé cuoOipata aydnng

Zrapatio Iepopoviyov

IIpoedpog Tov Xvpfovriov
Ayiov Nixod&ov BaAtiudpns
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 189/2023

Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Day of
Commemoration of the Turkish Invasion of Cyprus

July 23, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, Monks
and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

“Upon the rivers of Babylon there we sat down and marched in the memorial of Zion."”
(Psalm 136, v. 1)

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord,

Forty-nine years have passed since the sad summer of 1974, when on July 20, armed
Turkish soldiers — with the tolerance of the great powers and Greece’s weakness, due to
military dictatorship — invaded the most beautiful island of Hellenism, our beloved
Cyprus. Memories of persecution and uprooting from ancestral homes remain alive today.
Many Cypriots of Kyrenia, Ammochostos and other bloodied areas recount with great
sorrow the uprooting, rapes, pillaging and destruction that took place, and they rightly
demand justice and liberation of their homeland, so that the island may be reunited under
the flag of the Republic of Cyprus and the European Union.

We are like the Jews of the aforementioned psalm, because we weep and ache when
remembering this gross injustice and invasion; when recalling the beautiful beaches of
Ammochostos and Kyrenia; when worshiping the monasteries of Saint George and Saint
Andrew the Apostle in Karpasia, of Saint Barnabas in Salamis and Saint Spyridon in
Tremetousia; when awakening the vivid memories of celebrations and festivals, of
weddings and songs, in the long-suffering villages of the occupied regions, and of the
peaceful coexistence of Turkish and Greek Cypriots.
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However, despite the fact that almost half a century has passed, and despite the fact

that the Turkish government seems to be unyielding to the appeals and resolutions of the

United Nations, we continue to believe that the pressure exerted by the Greek and Cypriot

governments, the philhellenic senators and representatives in Congress and the Senate, the

Greek Cypriot organizations everywhere, and all of you Orthodox Christians — together

with the earnest prayers that we offer today, Sunday, July 23, in a memorial service for the

fallen heroes of the Cypriot struggle in all the parishes of our Sacred Archdiocese — I am

confident can bring about the desired result of a strong, united and free Cyprus!
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Your fervent supplicant before the God of righteousness,

Z{f fgorns /{}%%205

t+ ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEITIXKOIIH AMEPIKHX

APXIEIIIXKOIIIKH EI'KYKAIOX

AoOu. ITowr. 189/2023

AQXLETLOKOTLKT £€YKUKALOG VL& TNV T|UEQA PVTIIUNG
vy v Tovgkikn) eioBoAr) otrv Kvmgo.

23 TovAiov 2023

ITpog tovg XePaocuiwtdtovg kal Ocopreatdtovg Apxtepels, Tovg EvAapeotdtoug Tepeic
kal Awxkdvovg, tovg Movaxoug kat tic Movayég, touvg ITpoédoovg kal ta MéAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvupovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywwtatovg Agxovieg Tov  Olkovpevikov
IMatowxpyxelov, tax péAn g Hyeolag twv 100, ta Hueonowx kat Amoyevpativa LxoAela,
tic Promtxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaln, Tic ‘EAANVopO6d0oLec Ogyavwoels kat
O0AGKANEO TO XploTeMWVLHO TAT)owpa TS Tepag Apxlemiokontc AHeQuKng.

«Enti twv motauwv BapvAwvoc éxel éxabioauey kal ékAavoauev év tw pvnoOnvar nuac tne
Ziawv» (WaAuoc 136, ot. 1).

ITooo@ieic adeAgol kat adeApég év Kupiw,

[Tépaoav oagavta évvéa OAOKANA XoOViar Ao O OALBEQO ékelvo KaAokalgL TOL
1974, 6tav otig 20 TovAiov TAVOTTAOL TOVEKOL OTQATIWTES elTERAAAV UE TNV AVOXT) TWV
HEYAAWV duVApEwV Kal TV advvapia e EAAGDAG, Adyw TN 0TOATIWTIKTG OIKTAKTOQLAG,
01O TIO OpoEEO Vot tov ‘EAANviIopov, oty Komo pag. Ot pvipes tov diwyHv kal Tov
EeQLlWHOL ATIO TIC MATEOYOVIKES £0Tieg eivat Cwvtaveg kKat moAAotL dro tovg Kumplovg g
Kepvvelag, Tng ApHHOXWOTOL AAAX Kl TV AAAWV alpatoPaplévwy TeQLOXWYV, duyovvTatl
peE kanuo tov Eeolwpd Tovg, TOovg PLaoUovs, TG AenAaoies kal TIC KATAOTQOPES, Kal
BéPala dvaméumouy o dikalo aitnua TG ATOdOONS dKALOTUVNG Kal AmeAevOépwong tng
TATEIOAG TOVG, OTe 1) HeyYaAdvnoog va Evwbel Eava, katw amo t) onuata te Kumoakng

Anpoxpatiog kat ¢ Evpwnaikns Evwoewc.
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MowCovpe oav Toug €Bpaiovg ToL PaApon mov mEoavapéQape, dOTL KAalpe Kal
novape 0tav OVHOVUAOTE TNV KATAPOET Adukiar Kal TV elofoAr), dtav avamoAovpe T
OHOQPa AKEOYLAAL TS AppoxwoTov kat g Kepvvewag, dtav mpookuvoLpe voepws to
povaotiowx tov Ayiov I'ewpylov kat tov AmootoAov Avdgéa otnv Kapnaoia, tov Ayiov
Baovapa ot Zadapiva kal tov Ayiov Znuodwvog oty Teepetovold, dtav Evmvoovv ol
CVTAVEG AVAMVTOELS ATIO TOVG XOQOUS KAl T Tavnyvelx, &TO TOUG YAHOUSG Kal T
TOOYOUdLX 0T TOAVTIAO O XWOLX TV KATEXOUEVWV TIEQLOXWYV, ATIO TNV ELONVIKT OLUPLWoT)

TOVEKOKVTIQIWV Kol EAANVOKLTIQIWV.

‘Opwe, maga t0 yeyovog 0Tt mépaoe 0Xedov HLoog alwvag, apa To 0t 1) Tovgkukn
KUPBeQvnon gaivetal AvumoxwENT ot ékkATNoes kal o Yneiopata tov Ogyaviopov
‘Hvwpévwv EOvav, ovveylCovpe va miotevovpe 6tL1) rtieon oL &okovv 1] EAAN vk ka1
Kvmowaxn KvpBéovnon, ot puAéAAnveg yepovowxoteg kat PovAevteg 0to Koykpéoo kat o)
I'egovoia, ol AMAVTAXOD EAANVOKLTIOLAKES OQYAVWOELS Kal OAoL €oelg ol 000ddoEoL
xowotwxvol pali pe Tic Oegueg denoels mOL AVATIEUTIOVE OT)UEQR, HE TO TOLOAYLO YIX TNV
avamavon Twv meodviwv tov Kumpluakov dywva, kata v Kvgwakr) otig 23 TovAlov, o¢
OAec Tic €vopleg NG AQXLETOKOTNG HAG, elpal olyovQog OTL UTOQOLV VA (PEQOLV TO

rntoBovpevo: Mia duvart), évwpévn kat éAe00epn Komoog!

Alxtveog EOG TOV OO TG DIKALOOVVNG eVXETNG,

6 %/tfe TS ;;%%éo 5

t 0 Apeowng EAmtidopopog
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NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS - Friday, September 8™

Nativity of the Theotokos

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
www.goarch.org

[ mmmr

Introduction

The Feast of the Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady, the
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary is celebrated on September
8 each year. The Feast commemorates the birth of the
Mother of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Biblical Story
The birth and early life of the Virgin Mary is not recorded

in the Gospels or other books of the New Testament,
however this information can be found in a work dating
from the second century known as the Book of James or
Protevangelion.

According to the story found in this book, Mary’s parents,
Joachim and Anna, were childless for many years. They
remained faithful to God, but their prayers for a child were
unanswered. One day, when Joachim came to the temple
to make an offering, he was turned away by the High Priest

9 KOINONIA

who chastised him for his lack of children. To hide his
shame, Joachim retreated to the hill country to live among
the shepherds and their flocks.

As Joachim was praying, his wife Anna was praying at the
same time at their house in Jerusalem. An angel appeared
to both of them and announced that Anna would have a
child whose name would be known throughout the world.
Anna promised to offer her child as a gift to the Lord.
Joachim returned home, and in due time Anna bore a
daughter, Mary.

Icon of the Feast

The icon of the Nativity of the Thetokos presents to us the
central figures of Saints Joachim and Anna, Mary’s parents,
and the Mother of our Lord as an infant. Saint Anna is
in the middle of the icon with her right hand extended
toward her daughter. Likewise, Saint Joachim, Mary’s
father, is gazing upon the young child with his right hand
extended toward her. Anna is surrounded by attendants
who have assisted with the birth.

The icon directs attention to Mary as the central figure
in this feast. It also acknowledges the joy that was felt by
Joachim and Anna as new parents with a child received
through a promise from God. The liturgical texts of the
feast acknowledge this joy and confirm the special role of
Mary as the Mother of the Incarnate God, Jesus Christ.
In this event, another step is made in sacred history in
preparation for the entrance of Christ into the world.

The icon and the feast also acknowledge a transition from
barrenness to life. This was but another foreshadowing of
what would be offered through Christ, the transformation
from death to eternal life.

Orthodox Christian Celebration of the Feast of the
Nativity of the Theotokos

The Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos is celebrated
with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom which is
conducted on the morning of the Feast and preceded by a
Matins (Orthros) service. A Great Vespers is conducted on
the evening before the day of the Feast. Scripture readings
for the Feast are the following: At Vespers: Genesis 28:10-
17; Ezekiel 43:27—44:4; Proverbs 9:1-11. At the Matins:
Luke 1:39-49, 56. At the Divine Liturgy: Philippians 2:5-
11; Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28.
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The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
www.goarch.org

Introduction

Saint Helen, until the

Saint Helen, the mother
of Saint Constantine
the Great, when she
was already advanced
in years, undertook,
in her great piety, the
hardships of a journey
to Jerusalem in search
of the cross, about the
year 325. A temple
to  Aphrodite had
been raised up by the
Emperor Hadrian upon
Golgotha, to defile and
cover with oblivion the
place where the saving
Passion had been
suffered. The venerable
Helen had the statue of
Aphrodite  destroyed,
and the earth removed,
revealing the Tomb of
our Lord, and three
crosses. Of these, it was
believed that one must
be that of our Lord, the
other two of the thieves
crucified with Him;

year 614. At that time,
the Persians plundered
Palestine and took the
Cross to their own
country (see Jan. 22,
Saint Anastasius the
Persian). Late, in the
year 628, Emperor
Heraclius set out on
a military campaign,
retrieved the Cross,
and after bringing it
to Constantinople,
himself escorted it back
to Jerusalem, where he
restored it to its place.

Rest from labour. A
Fast is observed today,
whatever day of the
week it may be.

Apolytikion of Elevation
of the Holy Cross

First Tone

Lord, save  Your
people and bless Your

but Saint Helen was at
a loss which one might be the Wood of our salvation.
At the inspiration of Saint Macarius, Archbishop of
Jerusalem, a lady of Jerusalem, who was already at
the point of death from a certain disease, was brought
to touch the crosses, and as soon as she came near to
the Cross of our Lord, she was made perfectly whole.
Consequently, the precious Cross was lifted on high
by Archbishop Macarius of Jerusalem; as he stood on
the ambo, and when the people beheld it, they cried
out, “Lord have mercy.” It should be noted that after
its discovery, a portion of the venerable Cross was
taken to Constantinople as a blessing. The rest was
left in Jerusalem in the magnificent church built by

10 KOINONIA

inheritance, granting
our rulers to prevail
over adversaries, and protecting Your commonwealth
by Your Cross.

Kontakion of Elevation of the Holy Cross
Fourth Tone

Lifted up on the Cross by Your free will, Christ God,
grant mercies to the new commonwealth that bears
Your name. Gladden our faithful rulers by Your power,
giving them victories over their adversaries. May Your
alliance be for them a weapon for peace, an invincible
standard.
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19222022

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 191/2023
Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Day of Mourning for Hagia Sophia
July 30, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, Monks
and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

“Wisdom has built a house for herself ...” (Proverbs 9:1)

My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

The Great Church of Holy Wisdom, Hagia Sophia, is a living monument to the glory
of our Orthodox Christian Faith and a visible symbol of all that is best in the worship and
liturgy of our Church. Even after centuries of servicing an alien purpose, the magnificence
of the edifice is unparalleled. Its seizure and second conversion to use as a mosque, on July
24, 2020 (ironically, the anniversary of the Treaty of Lausanne), is a day of mourning for all
Orthodox Christian People, as well as for all people of religious conviction. As is known,
there was no need for Hagia Sophia to be taken over; there is an abundance of mosques in
modern-day Istanbul. Rather, this was an act of political theater, using religion as a trope to
manipulate the populace.

Three years later, we continue to hope and work for a return to at least the status of
the Great Church as a museum, which would manifest the iconographic masterpieces and
the original intention upon which Her builders raised the stones of Wisdom’s House. For
like the stones who would cry out on Palm Sunday if the Disciples were silenced, (Luke
19:40), there are manifold voices of the ages enshrined in Hagia Sophia, who even now cry

out for diversity in the Republic of Tiirkiye, the diversity that makes the country truly grand.
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Let us pray that the House of Wisdom with Her canopy of light, or, as the historian

Procopius says, “the golden dome suspended from Heaven,” will one day be restored to a

place that welcomes all people. Anything less can be endured, but only by prayer and

fasting. Until that happy day, let us build the House of Wisdom in our hearts, where, by

love and forgiveness, we can always worship within the Great Church in our deepest souls.
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With paternal love in Christ,

7{5‘ oy ”{;7?%;4203

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOITH AMEPIKHXZ

APXIEITIZKOITIKH ETKYKAIOZ
ApOp. ITowr. 191/2023
AQXLEMLOKOTIKT) €YKUKALOG Y& TV Nuéga mévOoug yia thv Ayia Zogia.
30 TovAiov 2023

ITpog tovg Lefaocpiwtdtovs kal Oeopleotdtovg ApyLepeis, tovg EvAaBeotatovg Tepeig
Kkal Awaxovovg, tovg Movaxolg kat tic Movayég, toug ITpoédgovg kat ta MEAN t@wv
Kowotuwawv XvppovAiwyv, tovg 'Evtipoloywwtatovg Agxovteg ToL  OUKOUHEVIKOD
Iatowxpxeiov, tax péAn g Hyeolag twv 100, T Hueorjowx kat Amoyevpativa LxoAeia,
tic Plomtwyxovg AdeApodtnteg, 1M NeoAala, Tic EAANvopB6dofec Opyavwoels kai
O0AOKAN 0 TO XploTETMW VL0 MANPwHAa TG Tepag Apxtemiokomng ApeQukng.

«H Zopia dxodounoev éavtn oikov» ([lapoipict 9:1).
IToooprelg adeAgol kat adeApeg ev Kupiw,

O vaog g oL BOeov Xoplag, 11 Ayia Zopia otv KwvotavtivovnmoAn, etvat to
Cwvtavo pvnuelo g do&ng e 0p0odoling pag, adAAa kal T0 6QaTO OUVUBOAO TNG
AEITOVQYIKTG TEAEOTNTAG TNG E€KKANOIAG pag. Av Kol €Xouv TeQdoel TOOOL AlWVEG
Agrtovyiag ToL pvnuelov, AAAGTOLAG TTOOG TO OKOTIO YL TOV OTIOLO AQXIKX Olkodoun Onke,
TO pvnuelo eEarxoAovdel va mpofevel Tov maykoopo Bavuaouo. H 24n TovAiov 2020,
Nuéoa Kata v Omola €yve 1) HETATQEOM TOV, YLX DeVTEQN POQA, 0¢ LOAAUIKO TEUEVOS
(Muéoa oL cvuminTel va elval 1) €méTelog g LTTOYEAPNS TS LvVvONKNG Mg AwlAvncg)
amoteAel, OxL HOVO Yux O6Aovg Tovg 000000E0VS XQOTIAVOLS, AAAX Kal yix kaOe
OKeMTOUEVO AVOQWTIO oL TéPetal Tax OpnokevTca dikatwpaTa, NUéoa TeQLokéPewS Kal
peylome OAWpewc. ‘Onwe eival moopavég, d&v UMNEXE KAUMIX AXTQEVLTIKT AVAYK
HETATEOTING TG Ayinag Lo@lag kol aAL o€ Tépevog, kabws DaEx et TANOwWEA TeHévwy O
ovyxoovn KowvotavtivovnoAn. H andeaon petatgonne g o¢ tCapt €ywve mog

EKHETAAELOT) TOL OQNOKEVTIKOD oCLVALTONUATOC Vi kaOapa TOALTLIKOUG AGYOUC.
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Tolax xoovia petd, ovveyxiCovpe va €AmiCovpe kal v TEOOTAOOLUE YLX TNV
avabewpEnon the AToOPAoS aVTNG KAl TG EMAVAAELTOVQYIAC TOV UVTUELOV, TOVAKXLOTOV
WG HOLOEIOV, WOTE VA ATOd00EL KAl TTAAL 0TIV TAYKOTHULA KOWVOTI T AUTO TO ATAQAMUIAAO
Oavpa g PulavTivig TEXVOTEOTILAS, AVADELKVVOVTAS TOV AQXIKO OKOTIO YlX TOV OTIOLO
té€0nke 0 OepéAlog Atbog Tov Otkov ¢ ToL Oeov Lopiag. I'ati kat «ot Aot kekpa&ovTor»
(Aovka 19:40), 61twg eime 6 Kvglog kata v €lcodod tov otv TegovoaAnu v Kvoakn tawv
Baiwv, kat avteg ol kpavyEg péoa ATO ToUG alpatoBappévous toixoug g Ayiag Zo@iag
ATIO TOVG ALWVES PWVALOLY YL DIKALOOVVT KAl OEBATHUO TWV HELOVOTHTWV OTI) OVYXQ0VT)

Tovpkikn Anuokoartia.

Ac mooevxnBovpe Oegua Wote O vaog NG ToL Oeol Lo@lag pe TOV EKTANKTUIKO
TQOVAO TOV, YLX TOV OTIOL0 O L0TOQLKOG ITPOKOTIOG AéeL OTL PatveTal oav VX KQEUETAL ATIO
TOV 00QAVO HE TIC AKTIVEG TOU QWTOG, va Yivel Eava Xwog @uldEevog yix GAovug Tovg
avOowmovg. MéxoL TOV €0XOHO TNG XAQUOOLVNG AUTNG TUEQAS, GG ovvexioovue Tig
MEOOTIAOELEC HaG e VIOTElX KAl TTROTELXT] KAl &G OLKODOUNOTOVLLE OTIV KaQdLd HaG Oiko

coplag, Aatpevovtag To Oe0 UE TVEVUA AYATNG Kol KATAAAXYTG TTQOG TOUS &dEAPOUS Hag.

Meta matoikwv év Kvpiw evxav,

7{; oy ﬂ{/h};@o&

t 6 Apeownc EAmidogpopog
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July 26, 2023
communications@goarch.org

Communiqué from the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, as Patriarchal Vicar of the Greek Orthodox
Metropolis of New Jersey, is pleased to announce that the Holy and Sacred Synod of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate accepted the Holy Eparchial Synod’s petition and unanimously elected
His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia as the new Metropolitan of the Holy Metropolis of New
Jersey at its meeting on Monday, July 24, 2023.

His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey was born in Rhodes and is a spiritual son of
the late Metropolitan Apostolos (Demelis) of Rhodes. He has served the Sacred Archdiocese of
America for twenty years in various capacities as an Archimandrite and Presiding Parish Priest, as
. Chancellor of the Holy Metropolis of San Francisco, as an Auxiliary Bishop, as Spiritual Advisor to
»  the National Ladies Philoptochos Society, and as Chief Secretary of the Holy Eparchial Synod.
Most recently, he served the pastoral and liturgical needs of the Holy Metropolis of New Jersey.

Archbishop Elpidophoros — from the very first day of the election — directed the clergy of the Holy
Metropolis of New Jersey to commemorate the canonical name of their new Shepherd in the divine
services. The Archbishop also expressed his joy that Metropolitan Apostolos will serve as a
member of the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s Holy and Sacred Synod for one year beginning on
September 1.

The Enthronement of His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey will take place on
Saturday, September 16, 2023, at 10:30 a.m., at the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Saint John the
Theologian in Tenafly, New Jersey. The following day, Sunday, September 17, His Eminence will
also celebrate his first Divine Liturgy at the Cathedral as the new Metropolitan of New Jersey.

Fkkkk

O XeB. ApxiettiokoTtrog K. EATIS0o@opog, wg Matpiapyikog Emitpotrog TG lepdg MnTpotroAewg
Néag lepoéng, pye peydAn xapa avakoivwvel 611 n Ayia kai lepd Z0vodog Tou OIKOUPEVIKOU
MaTpiapyeiou, oTn ouvédpia TNG AsuTtépag, 24ng louliou 2023, ékave dekTO TO aitnua NG 1.
Emapyiakig Zuvadou kai eEEAeEE opopuvwg Tov Oco@iA. Ettiokotro Mndeiag K. ATT60TOAO WG VEO
MntpotroAitn TnNG lepdg MnTpotroAews NEag lepaéng.

O ZeB. MnTpotroAitng Néag lepoéng k. ATréaTolog, yevvrBnke otn P&do, TTveupaTiko TEKVO Tou
pakapioTou MnTpoTroAitou PAdou kupou ATroatéAdou AnuéAn kai uttnpeTei otnv lepd pag
APXIETTIOKOTTH TTAEOV TWV E€IKOOT ETWV, WG APXINAVOPITNG KAl TIPOIOTAUEVOG EVOPIWV, WG
TPWTOCOUYKEANOG TNG |. MnTpoTTOAEWg Ayiou Ppaykiokou Kal wg Bonddg eTTioKOTTOG,
€EUTTNPETWVTAG TIG TTOINAVTIKEG KAl AOTPEUTIKEG avayKeg TNG MnTpotrdAews Néag lepaéng. AieTéAeoe
0¢ Apxlypappatéag Tng lepdg Emrapyiokng Zuvodou kail TrveupaTikdg ouuBouiog Tng EBvikng
didomrTwyou AdeA@oTnTOG Kupiwy.

O ApPXIETTIOKOTTOG TTPOETPEWE TOUG KANPIKOUG TNG |. MNTpoTréAcwg AdN atrd TNV TTPpWTN PEPQ Va
MVNHOvEUOUV OTIG IEPEG OKOAOUBIEG TO KOVOVIKO GVOUA TOU VEOU TTOINEVAPXN TOUG EVW £EEQPATE
TNV Xapd Tou TToU 0 VEéog MnTpoTToAiTng aTd 1ng ZeTTeuBpiou Kal yia éva €10g Ba eival pEAOG TNG
Avyiag kai lepdg Zuvodou Tou Oikoupevikou MNaTtplapyeiou.

H evBpdvion Tou véou MntpotroAitou Néag lepaéng k. ATrooToAou Ba Trpayuarotroindei To ZaBRaro,
16 ZemrrepPpiou 2023, wpa 10:30 Tpwivn, oTov lepd Kabedpikd Nad Ayiou lwdvvou, TevepAdi
Néag lepoéng, evw TRV emmépevn pépa Kupiakn, 17 ZemrrepBpiou 2023, o véog MnTpoTroAiTng Ba
TeEAéTEl TNV TTPWTN Tou Ocia Aeimoupyia wg MnTpottoAitng Néag lepaéng aTov idlo vao.

Ek Tng lepdg ApXIETTIOKOTTAG APEPIKAG
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His Eminence
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America
Patriarchal Vicar of the
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

cordially invites you to

The Enthronement of
HIS EMINENCE
METROPOLITAN APOSTOLOS

of NEW JERSEY

Saturday, September 16, 2023
10:30am

Metropolitan Cathedral of St. John the Theologian
353 East Clinton Avenue, Tenafly, New Jersey 0767

Your presence and prayerful participation
at this sacred and historical event
is most appreciated.

LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS

On the occasion of the Enthronement s
g Liifehasn il be hald Table of Ten...........51,500 Single Ticker........... $150
Saturday, September 16, 2023 SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM LEVELS OF SUPPORT
1:00 pm B e e C O i i s e e e $10,000

’ Teble of 10 for Luncheeon, Prominent listing in Program
The Venetian

546 River Drive, Garfield, NJ 07060 PAITON tevvreersrsrsensrsssnssssasassssssnsssassssssssssersssssessasssersanssnes 03, 000

Table of 10 for Luncheon, Listing in Program
RSVP required by September 1 TR i v ot e e S S s A I

908-301-0500 or 4 Tickets for Luncheon, Listing in Program
Enthronementl uncheon@nj.goarch.org SRORSOT LG T L s e s BTS00

2 Tickets for Luncheon, Listing in Program

All net proceeds from sponsorships and tickets for the Enthronement Luncheon will be restricted to solely benefit

the Metropolis Youth and Young Adult Ministries and Programs
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE ¢ AMERICA
TEPA APXIEITIXKOITH AMEPIKHY.

CENTENNIAL

1922-2022

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP
O APXIENIYXKOMOX

July 26,2023
To the beloved Clergy of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey:

It is with much joy and archpaternal gladness that 1 write to inform you of Bishop
Apostolos of Medeia’s unanimous election as Metropolitan of the Holy Metropolis of New
Jersey by the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s Holy and Sacred Synod this past Monday, June 24.

For the past two and a half years, His Eminence has been serving the spiritual and
pastoral needs of the Holy Metropolis of New Jersey with much love and respect. And now,
with his election as Metropolitan of New Jersey, His Eminence embarks on a new ministry
as the Shepherd of this blessed Metropolis of our Sacred Archdiocese of America. 1 am
confident that all of you join me in exclaiming AXIOS for this most worthy and faithful
hierarch of our Church. Kindly know that Metropolitan Apostolos is to be commemorated
in all of the divine services celebrated in the Holy Metropolis of New Jersey.

Please also be aware that the Enthronement of His Eminence Metropolitan
Apostolos of New Jersey will take place on Saturday, September 16, 2023, at the
Metropolitan Cathedral of Saint Jobn the Theologian in Tenafly, New Jersey, at 10:30
a.m. His Eminence will celebrate his first Divine Liturgy as Metropolitan of New Jersey the
following day, Sunday, September 17, at the Cathedral as well.

Bestowing upon all of you my Archepiscopal blessings, 1 beseech our Heavenly
Master to protect you forevermore, keeping you under the wise spiritual care and guidance

of your new Shepherd, His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey.

With much paternal love in Christ,

Jo s B

t+ ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America

8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075-0192 - Telephone: (212) §70-3511 -+ Fax: (212) §70-3592
Email: archbishopoffice@goarch.org - Web Site: www.goarch.org
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Prot. No. 496

+BARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH
GRACE, PEACE AND MERCY FROM THE MAKER OF ALL CREATION
OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

* sk ok

Most reverend brother Hierarchs and beloved children in the Lord,

With the grace of the Chief and Perfector of our faith, we are today entering a new
ecclesiastical year and celebrating with psalms and hymns, for the thirty-fifth time, the Day of
protection of the natural environment.

We rejoice in the repercussions of the ecological initiatives of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
not only in the Christian world, but also in other religions, in parliaments and among politicians,
in the field of civil society, science, the ecological movements and the youth. After all, the
ecological crisis as a global challenge can only be addressed through international sensitization
and mobilization.

We further express our satisfaction that people have definitively understood the immediate
connection between ecological and social issues, and especially the fact that the destruction of the
natural environment primarily affects the poor among us. The combination of ecological and social
activities constitutes the hope for our future because we can only have sustainable development
and progress when we are simultaneously concerned about the integrity of creation and the
protection of human dignity and human rights.

It is characteristic that today there is an emphasis on “ecological expansion” of human
rights. Indeed, people speak of a “fourth generation” of rights—along with individual and political,
social, cultural as well as solidarity rights—which refers to the securing of their environmental
preconditions. The struggle for human rights cannot ignore the fact that these rights are threatened
by climate change, by the shortage of potable water, fertile soil and clean air, but also by
“environmental degradation” in general. The consequences of the ecological crisis must be
confronted above all on the level of human rights. It is self-evident that these rights, in all their
aspects and dimensions, comprise an undivided unity and that their protection is inseparable.

It is in this context that we must also include and appreciate the terrible effects created by
the invasion of Russia in Ukraine, which is associated with horrible ecological devastation. Every
act of war is also a war against creation inasmuch as it is a grievous threat against the natural
environment. The pollution of the atmosphere, of water and earth by bombings, the risk of nuclear
holocaust, the emission of dangerous radiation from nuclear plants producing electrical energy,
the carcinogenic dust from exploding buildings, the destruction of forests and depletion of arable
agricultural property—all these bear witness to the fact that the people and ecosystem of Ukraine
have undergone and continue to undergo incalculable losses. We repeat emphatically: The war
should cease at once and sincere dialogue should commence.

Before all these challenges, the Holy Great Church of Christ continues its struggle for the
integrity of creation, in full knowledge that its concern for the natural environment is not merely
an added activity in its life, but its essential expression and realization as an extension of the Holy
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Eucharist in every form and dimension of our good witness in the world. This was also the precious
legacy of the pioneer of ecological theology, the late Metropolitan John of Pergamon. In
recognizing his immense contribution, we conclude this Patriarchal Message on the occasion of
the Feast of the Indiction with what he writes on the Holy Eucharist as a wholistic response to the
current ecological problems: “In the Divine Liturgy, the natural and material world, along with all
of the senses, participate in an inseparable unity. There is no antithesis between subject and
objective reality, there is no stance of human mind’s conquest of the surrounding world. This world
does not exist against, is not an object of man, but is assumed and communed. Holy Communion
is not only our union with God and others, but also the assumption of food, the acceptance and
appreciation of the natural environment, the incorporation and not merely consumption of matter.
The sacredness that accompanies such an attitude, the divine shudder that pervades such a
relationship, is the diametrical opposite of Technology and the answer to our ecological problem.
The Holy Eucharist is, for this reason as well, the very best that Orthodoxy has to offer the
contemporary world.”
We wish you a blessed ecclesiastical year, brothers and children in the Lord!
September 1, 2023
1 Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant for all before God
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AoOu. Towr. 496

tBAPOOAOMAIOZX
EAEQUOEOY APXIEIMIZKOIIOX KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQX
NEAX POMHY KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHX
ITANTI TQUITTAHPOMATI THE EKKAHXIAY. XAPIN, EIPHNHN KAI EAEOX
ITAPA TOY AHMIOYPI'OY I[TAXHY. THX KTIXEQX.
KYPIOY KAI ®EOY KAI XQTHPOX HMON IHXOY XPIZTOY

* %k %

Tyuwtatot adeAgot Tepapxat katl mpoo@léotata tékva év Kugiw,

Evdokia tov Agxnyov kat TeAewwtov g mloTews U@V, eloegxopeda onpuegov
el 10 Vvéov EKKANOAOTIKOV €T0¢ Kal €ogtalopev év PpaApoic kat Upvols, dik
TOLKOO TNV TEUTTNV pooav, v Huéoav mpootaoiag tov guouov meptpdAAovtog.

Xawodpeba dx v ATXNOWV TV OWKOAOYIKWV TEWTOROLVALWY ToL Olkov-
pevikov Iatouxpxetov dxt HOVOV ELG TOV XOLOTIAVIKOV KOOUOV, AAAQ Kal el dAAaG
Oonoxeiag, elc kowoPovAlax Kkal TOALTIKOVG, €ig TOV XWQEOV TS Kowwviag twv
TIOALTQV, TNG ETUOTHHNG, TV OKOAOYIKWV KIVNHATWV kal TS veoAalas. OUtwg 1)
AAAWG, 1) olkoAoykn KOOGS, WS MAYKOOHIOV TEOPANUA, povov pé maykOoULov
evaodnTomoino kat Kivntomoino divatat V& AvTHeTwToon.

Exgoalopev €miong TV LKAVOTOMOLV HAg, €Medr] €XEL OQLOTIKWS KATavonOn
1 AUECOC TLVAPELX OKOAOY KWV Kol KOWVWVIKWV TIROPANUATWYV, Katl 01 TO yeyovog
OTL 1] KATAOTEOPY] TOV PLOLKOL TtERPLBAAAOVTOG Olyel MOWTIOTWS TOVUG MTWXOVS TIG
YNs. O ovvdvaouog mepBAAAOVTIKWV KAl KOWVWVIKWV 00A0ewV ATtoTeAel EATIIOO X
10 HéAAoV, &’ 6oov povov Ttote DmAQXeL BLWOIHOS AVATITUELS Kal TEO0dog, dtav
HEQIUVUEV OUYXEOVWS DX TV AKeQALOTNTA TG dNUoveYiag kat v mpootaoiav
¢ a&lomEemnelag kal TV dIKALWHATWY TOL dvOQwToL.

Eivat xapaktnolotikov, 6Tt ToviCetat ONHEQOV 1] AVAYKALOTNG HLAS «OUKOAO-
YIKNG dLEVEUVOEWS» TV dDIKALWHATWV ToL avOpwmov. T'tvetat paAota Adyog mept
TETAQTNG YEVEAC» DIKALWHUATWY, OHOD HETA TWV ATOUKOV Kol TOALTIKOV, KOWVW-
VIKQV KA TTOALTIOPIKQOV Kol TV dKAwUATwV AAANAeYYUNG, 1) OTola dvapégeTat elg
v EEaopalioy TV meQBaAAoVTIK@WVY TEoUTI00é0ev Twv. O aywv dik té
dkatpata oL AvOEWTOoL dév elval duvatov v& Aayvonon to yeyovos 0Tt avTtd
ametlovvtatl VMO TS KAATIKNG dAAayng, VMo ¢ éAAelpews mooipov VdATOG,
EVPOQOL £DAPOLG Kal kabaAg AtpooPaipag, Kal YevikwTteQov VIO TG «TteQLBaA-
Aovtikng UmoPaduicewc». Al ETUMTWOELS THG OWKOAOYIKNG KQlOEwS OpeiAovy v
avtipetwniCovtal E£0Xws elg o Emimedov TV dKAwHATWY ToL dvOpwrov. Etvat
avtovonTov OTL avty, €lic OAag Twv TAS MTLXAS Kal OlxoTAoels, ATOTEAOLV
AVACTIAOTOV £VOTNTA Kol 6TLT) mpootaoia Twv elvat ddxigeToc.

Eic avtv mv ouvagelav aviket Kal 1] AVTIHETWOTIOWS TV dEWV@V, T& OTOoLX
nooekdAeoev 1) €nibeolc g Pwoolac kata e Ovkoaviag kat cvvdéovtatr pé
PoPepdc oikoAoykac kataoTEo@ds. Kabe moAeukr) évégyewa eivar kal moAepog
KATA& NG KTioewg, elval pla 0oBagwtatn AmelAr] Katd ToL QLOKOL TteQLBAAAOVTOG.
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‘H ovnavowg 1 atpoopaipas, twv VdATwV kal ToUL  €dd@ovg Amd  TOUG
Popupagdiopots, O KIvOLVOG  TUENVIKOD  OAOKALTOMATOS,  ATeAeLOEQWTEwS
ETUKIVOUVOL AKTIVOPBOALAG ATIO TOUG MLENVIKOUS 0TabHoUs maparywyTs NAEKTOKNG
EVeQYeLag, 1) KaKIVOYOVOG OKOVN TV POUPAEOOUEVOYV KTIQIWV, 1] KATAOTQOPN TWV
dacwv Kal 1 AXONOTELOIS KAAALEQYNOIHWY AYQOTIKWV EKTATEwV, OAx avtk
HaQTLEOLY OTL O Aadg Kal 16 oikoovotua g Ovrpaviag vméotnoav kat ovvexiCovv
va vglotavtat avuroAoylotouvg dnwAeiag. EnavalapBavopev yeyovoia th @wvi):
Na& teouatiodn) dpéows 6 moAepog kal v &y lon) O elAtkoLviig dtdAoyoc.

Evomov 6Awv avtov t@v ookAnoewy, 1) Ayila tov Xpotov MeyaAn ExkAn-
ola ovveyllet TOV dywva NG VTEQ TNG AKEQALOTNTOG THS dNULOLEYIAG, €V EMLyVWoeL
OTL 1) HEQLUVA TNG DA TO PLOKOV TTEQRAAAOV DéV elvar piar TEOTOETOS DRATIS ELG TV
ConVv G, AAAL OVOLAOTIKT] EKPOAOIS KAl TIOAYUATWOIS aVTNG, WG TIQOEKTAOLS TTG
Oclac Evxaplotiag eig OAag Tde HOQPAS KAl DATTATELS TG KAANG HAQTLOIAG TNG €V
T KOOHW. Avt Umnofe kal 1) TIHAAQEeTTAT) TTAQAKATAONKN TOV €loNyNTOL T1g
otkoAoywng OeoAoylac pakagotov MntoomoAitov ITepgyduov Twdvvov. Tpuwvteg
TV HeYAATV TOOOQPOEAYV TOV, KatakAelopev 6 tapov Hatoiaxgx oy Mrjvoua mi
éoptn) ¢ Tvdiktov pé Goa Eyoae mepotl e Ociag Evxapotiag wg OAloTKNg
ATIAVTAOEWS €IS Th oUYXoovVa TteQIPaAAovtikd mpoBANpata: «X1r) Ol Agrtovpyla 6
PLOIKOC Kal DAkOG kKOOUOS Kal OAeg ol alobnjoelg petéxovv oé pila Eévotnta AdLA-
onaotn. Aév VTaExel avtiBeon petalV VMOKEEVOL Kal AVTIKELEVIKTG TTOOYHA-
TIKOTNTOG, DV VTTAQXEL 1) KATAKTITIKT) OTAOT] TOU &AVOQWTIVOL AGYOL ATEVAVTL OTOV
KOO0 ov OV meQPdAAeL. O kdop0g déV keltal Evavty, dév (elvat) dvTuceipevov Tov
avOpwmov, AAAG mpooAapPdavetal kat kowvwveltat. H Oela Kowvwvia eivat oxt povo
évwor] pag pé tov Oeo kat Tovg dAAovg, AAAG kal mMEOTANYN TeOPNS, dmodoxr| Kal
Kata&lwon Tov PLOKOL Hag TEQLBAAAOVTOG, évowudTtwon Thg VANG katl dxt xonon
¢ VANG. ‘H tegdtntar mov ovvodevel avt) T 0TAoT), TO O€lo OLY0g Tov dlamteQva avT
™ oxéon, etvat 0 avtinodag g TexvoAoyiag kal 1) amtdvtnorn 0td olkoAOYIKO HAg
neoPANua. 'H Oeia Evxapotia eivat kal yu' avtov tov Adyo 6,tL kaAvUtepo £xet v
nieoo@éen 11 Opbodoia 0TOV oUYXQ0VO KOOUO».

EvAoynuévov ékrkAnoaotikov étog, adeAgol kal tékva év Kvpiw!

,Bry” LemtepPolov of
O KwvotavtivovtdAewg
dLdTvEOG TEOG BedV eVXETNG TAVTWY VWV
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2023-2024 GREEK SCHOOL YEAR

Tl elvat o kahokaipt otnv EAAada to yvwpifovpe odot!!! Tia
KATIOLOV, IOV €ival akopa Aiyo Katvovpylog otnyv Apepikn,
eivat Aiya mapamavew agov dla tov @aivovtal 1o SVOKoAA
pakptd and v matpida. To kalokaipt Aowmdv micw oto «omitt
Tou» eivat éva ouvaioBnpa ov TAnupvpilet TV Kapdia pe xapd,
ovykivnon, evyvopoovvn Kat evtuyia yia 6oa xet {foet exeill!

H aydmn mov maipvovpe amd Tovg ouyyeveig pag,
Ol OLOPPEG AVAUVIOEL TIOL QTIAYVOLpE padi
TOUG, 1 eyvolaotd mov PAETOVHE OTA pATIA TWV
TSV pag kat n daytapa mov (wypagiletal ota
TPOOWTA TOVG yia TNV KdBe pépa mov pag afuwvet

0 ®e66 va {foovpe eivar afieg avektiunteg yia @
olovg pag!!!
O\a ta tapandvw kot ToANA TTeplocdTepa akdua Q

eivat avtd mov mpoomnabel va gépet To EAANVIKO
oxoheio tov Ayiov Nikoldov ota moudid kat
0TOVG YoVveig Tov Bpiokovrtal pokpld and Tnv
natpial!l

Eva evxdploto meptBarlov pe avBpwmovg mov ayoamodv Ta
madtd kat T SOvAeLd TTOL KAVOLY, AVUTIOUOVODV Va EEKLVIOEL
{LaL VE OXOALKT) XPOVLA YEUATN OUOPPEG OTLYUEG YL UKPOVG KAl
peyaiovg!!!

>1g 11 ZentepPpiov avoiyovy oL mdpTeG TOL OXOAEIOV Hag Kat
TepILEVoLpE va oag Sovpe OAovg exel!!!

Me ayann,
Iapaokevry Kotodtov
Aaoxéla g T kaw A" td&ng

e all know what summer is in Greece!!! For someone

who is still a little new in America, it is a little more since
everything seems more difficult away from home. So the summer
back at his “home” is a feeling that floods the heart with joy,
emotion, gratitude and happiness for what he has lived there!!!

The love we receive from our relatives, the
beautiful memories we make with them, the
carefreeness we see in our children’s eyes and the
longing that is painted on their faces for every
day that God calls us to live are values that are
priceless for everyone!!!

o All the above and much more are what the Greek
school of Agios Nikolaos tries to bring to children
and parents who are far from their homeland!!!

A pleasant environment with people who love
children and the work they do, they can’t wait to start a new
school year full of beautiful moments for young and old!!!

On September 11, the doors of our school open and we expect
to see you all there!!!

With love,
Paraskevi Kotsatou
Teacher of the 3rd and 4th Grade

g HeyaAn Xapd Tepuévovpe OAOLG TOVG HaBNTEG Hag va yupioovv 0To eAAnVikO oXoAeio Tov Ayiov

Nikohaov. Onwg kdBe xpdvo, otdx0og pag eivat va gépovpe ta matdid pag mo kovtd otnv eAada pag,
paBaivovtag tovg T yAwooa ta on kat ta é0ipa pag. Q¢ daokdAeg Tov vijmaywyeiov Ba kdvovpie 0,TL kaAVTEPO
UTTOPOVE , Yl Vo SWTOVE TIG OWOTEG BACELG OTA MIKPA HOG TTAUSLAL.

Evxopaote o 6Aovg pia opopen oxohikn xpovia!
Me extipnon,

Aydnm Mooxova kat EAévip Maotopa | Aaokdheg Nnmiov kot ITpovnmiov

It is with great joy that we await all our students to return to the Greek school of Agios Nikolaos. As every year,
our goal is to bring our children closer to our Greece, teaching them our language, customs and traditions. As

kindergarten teachers, we will do our best to give our young children the right foundations.

We wish everyone a wonderful school year!

Yours sincerely,
Agapi Moskonas and Eleni Mastora | Teachers of Kindergarten and Pre-k
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Saint Nicholas Greek Afternoon School Yearly Calendar, 2023-24
Phone Number: 410-633-5022 EMAIL: stngreekschool@gmail.com

PTA E-mail : stnicholaspta520@gmail.com

DATES EVENTS

%

o\ Sa;
) “\o

o

September

June, 1% Registration begins through church office during normal
business hours. Last day of registration Sunday, September 10™,
2023

Sunday, 10 BLESSING OF THE SCHOOL IN CHURCH FOR ALL CLASSES
FOLLOWING THE DIVINE LITURGY

Monday, 111 Back-to-School Night for all parents /Open House - the first 15

minutes of class - Mandatory Attendance by All parents

October
Sunday, 29" School Program- OXI Day, 28th of October 1940 in the large
social hall of the church.

November

Wednesday, 22nd School Closes (Thanksgiving Holiday)

Mondaz, 270 Greek School Resumes after Thanksgivinﬁ Daz Break

December

Wednesday, 20th Greek School Christmas Party & Caroling. All students &
parents should be in attendance. More information to follow.

Thursday, 21st-January Christmas Break - Greek School Is Closed

ond Merry Christmas!

January
Wednesday, January 3rd School Reopens & Theophany Celebration: video/ craft in class
& Saint Basil's Bread (Vasilopita) cutting for the school

Monday, 8th 1* day of Review for mid-term examination; grades 1st-6th

Wednesday, 10" 2" day of Review for mid-term examination; grades 1st-6th

Monday, 15" School Closed (Martin Luther King Day)

Wednesday, 17 Mid-term examination for grades 1st-6th

Monday, 22nd Make-up Day for Exams

Wednesday, 24th Report Cards Distributed & Parent-Teacher Conferences before/
after class. Please email your teacher to schedule a time to meet

Sunday, 28" Three Hierarchs Celebration, 5th & 6th Grade reciting poems in
Church

February

Mondaz, 19t School Closed :President’s Daz:

1
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March

Monday, 4th

March bracelets activity in class (Mdaptnoeq)

TBD

Celebration organized by the Metropolitan

Wednesday, 13%

Celebrating Apokries — Activities/ crafts 30 minutes

Monday 18th

Clean Monday- Picnic in class with Lenten foods

Sunday, 24 (TBD)

April

School Program, 25th of March, Greek Independence Day
Celebration Program immediately after church services.

Sunday, 7" (TBD)

Md. Greek Independence Day Parade at 2 p.m.; all students and
parents to attend//

Wednesday, 24"

Easter Program in Class for all students & crafts

Saturday, 27

Lazarus Saturday/ Easter Breakfast for the Community Children
after church services at the Plateia starting at 11:00 a.m.

Sunday, 28"

Palm Sunday

Monday, April 29" —5®

Holy Week- Please attend church with your children;
Easter Break- School Closed

May
Sunday, 5 Holy Pascha
Monday, 6" School closed (Monday of Pascha)

Wednesday, 8th

Greek School Resumes / Wreath of Flowers Program at
Plateia

Monday, 13%

1t Day of Review for Final Examination Grades 1st-6"

Wednesday, 15"

2" Day of Review for Final Examination Grades 1st-6'"

Monday, 20™

Final Examination for Grades 1st-6th

Wednesday, 22

Make-up day for Exams & Parent-Teacher Conference Day
Last Day of Greek School Classes & last rehearsal for our End
of the Year Program

Monday, 27th™

Greek School Closed (Memorial Day)

Wednesday, 29

Report Cards Distributed.

End of the Year Program

June

TBD 6th Grade Graduates Presented in Church and Graduation
Luncheon held afterwards.

TBD Saint Nicholas Greek Festival

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER, GREEK SCHOOL CLOSES WHEN THE BALTIMORE COUNTY SCHOOLS ARE
CLOSED. IN A DIFFERENT SITUATION PARENTS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY PHONE & EMAIL!

Greek school registration now open online through the site of the Church and our Greek

School, and also in person at the office of the Church during morning hours.
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As we begin the new Ecclesiastical year, we welcome
everyone back and hope you had a safe and enjoyable
summer. This year many parts of Greece were affected
by devasting fires, we continue to pray for those that are
struggling with the loss of life and homes. Unfortunately,
the need for assistance continued throughout the summer
months and our Philoptochos was there to help

On July 24th The Holy and Sacred Synod of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate elected Bishop
Apostolos of Medeia as Metropolitan of New
Jersey. Our chapter congratulates him and
wishes him many years of health as he serves
our Lord and Savior and his flock. AXIOS!
AXIOS! AXIOS!

Our annual newsletter and calendar of events has been
mailed out. If you have not received it, please contact any
Philoptochos Board Member. If for any reason there is a
need to change, postpone or cancel a meeting or event it will
be posted, announced in church, and posted on Facebook.
Thank you in advance for your understanding. The first
General Meeting will be on Monday, September 11th at
6:00 p.m. The meetings are open to everyone and would
love to have you join us and bring a friend. It is a great
opportunity to learn about the philanthropic missions that
our local chapter contributes to and is involved with.

Back by popular demand “Welcome Back Crab Feast”
Wednesday, September 20th at Costas Inn, 4100 North
Point Blvd at 6:00 p.m. Donation $60.00 Cash Bar. For
tickets or information please contact Irene Vasilios at
410-687-3978 or any board member. All proceeds benefit
Philoptochos Missions.

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never
come to an end; they are new every morning great is your
faithfulness. - Lamentations 3:22-23

DONATIONS:

In memory of Antonios and Anezina Sfiriou:
From Argie Livaniou

In memory of Markella Forakis:
From Eleni Pikounis, Mr. and Mrs. George Pikounis,
Mike and Nora Kefalas

In memory of John Glykiades: From Despina Glykiades
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P EKIVOVTaG TN Véa ExxAnotaotikn xpovid, kawoopifovpe
b—d O\OVG TiOW KAl EATTI{OVE VO TIEPATATE EVOL ATPANEG

Kat evxapLoto kadokaipt. PEtog oA peépn g EANGSag
EMANYNOAY aTTO KATAOTPOPLKEG TTVPKAYLEG, TLVEYiI{oLpE Va
TIPOCEVXOHAGTE YId OGOVG TAAEVOLVY e aTwAeleg {wwv Kat
OTTIDV. AVOTUXWG, 1 avaykn yia foriBela ouvexioTnke kot Tovg
KaAoKatpvovg pnves kat 0 DIAOTITwY0G pag Tav ekel yia va
BonBrioet.

= 2115 24 Iovhiov n Ayia kot Iepd Zovodog Tov
Owovpevikov Iatpuapyeiov e&éheke Tov Eniokomno
Mndeiag Andotoho MntpomoAitn Niov T{époeb.
To Tunpa pag Tov ovyxaipet Kol Tov evYeTAL XPOVLa
TOAA pe vyeia kaBwg vrnpetei Tov Kopto pag
oToV ZwTrpa kat To Toipvio Tov. AEIOX! AEIOX!
AEIOX!

To e11\010 evipepwTIKO SeXTiO Kat To NuePOAdYLo ekSNAWOEWY
pog éxovv amootalei péow tayvdpopeiov. Eqv Sev to éxete

A& Pet, emkovwvr|oTe pe omolodNToTe PEAOG TOL ALOIKNTIKOV
Svppoviiov g Dlontwyov. Eav yia onotovdrmote Adyo
VTTApYEL avaykn aAhayng, avaBolrg i akbpwong pag
ovvavtnong 1 ekdnwong, Ba avaptnBel, Ba avakovwbel otnv
ekkAnoia kat 8a avaptndei oto Facebook. Zag evyapiotodpe

€K TWV TIPOTEPWV Yla TNV katavonot| oag. H mpwtn Fevikn
Svvéhevon Ba mpaypatonomBei ) Aevtépa 11 ZemrepPpiov
Kat wpa 6:00 p.p. Ot ouvavTroelg eivat avorytég oe OAovg kat Ba
BéNape TOAD va épBete oe auTég kau va épete vav @ilo. Eivae
o e€apetikn evkatpia va paouvpe yia g QAavBpw ke
anooToAEG aTIG omoieg GUUPAANEL KAt CUUUETEXEL TO TOTIKO

THARA pag.

Emotpépovpe pe To « Welcome Back Crab Feast» trnv Tetdptn
20 ZentepPpiov oto Costas Inn, 4100 North Point Blvd otig
6:00 p.p. Awped 60,00 $ Cash Bar. Ia elottrpia 1) TAnpogopieg
emkowvwvrote pe tnv Eiprivi BaotAeiov oto 410-687-3978 1)
omnotodnmote péog tov StotknTikov cupBovAiov. Oha ta ¢é0oda
w@elovvtan and tnv Philoptochos Missions.

H axAovyty aydy Tov Kvpiov Sev otapatd moté. To édeds Tov
Oev tedewwver moté. Eiveu kauvolpyia kbe mpwi. pueydn eivou 1
mioTy oov. - ®prvol 3:22-23

AQPEEY:

Ztn pvijun Avtwviov ke Avelivag Xgupiov:
And v Apyn ABaviov

2ty uvijun ¢ Mapxéddag Popéxn: Anod v ka. EAévn
IMikovvn, Ty owkoyévela Tewpyiov IMikovvn, kaw 0 Mduk kat 1

Nopa Kepahd

2ty uvapn tov Iwdvvy Thvkikdn: Ano ) Aéomorva TAvkiddn
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

NOW HIRING
TEACHERS AND AIDES!

FDU

catio™
Hello BEEC Friends and Families,

The Saint Nicholas Bilingual Early Education Center provides
a safe, nurturing, home away from home learning center. We
accept children from 6 weeks till 5 years of age. BEEC is hiring
full-time Teachers at the Center. If you or anyone you know is
interested, please call the Center at 410-633-5020 extension 4 or
message us on Facebook.

Our teachers and students were busy in July. Mrs. Maria Giorgaki sure was keeping the preschool classroom busy with tons of fun and educational
activities for them to engage in. They learned about Outer space, Sharks, and more! The children loved every minute of it!

We celebrated the Fourth of July with our families and friends as we ate, played fun games, made crafts and more! We welcomed Soccer Shots to our
center for the summer to teach us a bit about soccer and the kids had a ball! We also are enjoying our new and improved water day activities. The kids
got to enjoy a new slip and slide, splash pad, water balloons and also our sprinkler system!

This month the BEEC children will continue to enjoy summer break with water Wednesdays. We will also have a visit from the Science Guys to create
some GREAT science experiments.

Michelle Abuel
Director of BEEC

Aiyl\wooog Bpepovnmiaxog ZtavOpog Ayiov Nikohdov,

To Aiydwooo Kévtpo ITpdwpng Eknaidevong Tov Ayiov NikoAdov mapéxet
Eval a0QANEG, YEUATO TIEPLTIOINOT, KEVTPO eKPAONONG Hakptd and To omitt.
Agyopaote mawdid and 6 efdopadwy éwg 5 etwv. O BEEC npooapPavet
Saokdlovg mAnpovg anacxoAnong oto Kévipo. Eav evdiagépeote eoeic 1j
Kdmolog mov yvwpilete, kaléote To Kévtpo oto 410-633-5020 eméxtaon 4
1 oteikte pog privopa oto Facebook.

Ot Saokadot kat ot pabntég pog frav amacyoAnuévor tov Iovho. H xupia
Mopia Niwpydkn otyovpa kpatovoe v Tafn Tov TPOOYOAMKOV VNTaywyeiov
anaoyoAnpév pe ToAAEG StaokeSaoTikég Kal eKTAUSEVTIKEG SPATTNPIOTNTEG yla vat
ovppetéxovv. Epabav yia to Stdompa, Toug kapyapieg kat moAAd aAha! To oudid
Adtpeyav kdBe Aento!

Toptdoape Tnv Huépa AveEaptnoiag pe Tig oikoyéveleg kat Tovg gilovg pag kabwg
@ayape, maifapte Staokedaotikd matyvidia, pria€ape xelpoteyvieg kat TOAG dAal
Kalwoopicape to Soccer Shots 0to kévTpo pag yia Ty mepiodo tov kakokauplov
ya va pag péaBouvv Aiya mpdypata ya 1o nodocgapo! Emiong, amolavoape TG
véeg kat Pektiwpéveg SpacTnplotNTég pag ya Ty nuépa tov vepov. Ta moudid
Staokédaoav pe éva véo yAiotpnpa otn toovAiBpa, pad splash, paddvia vepov kat
€MiOTG TO CVOTHHA KATALOVIGHOD og!

BEB

oTLypéG Toug pe vepo Tig Tetaptes. Oa €xovpe emiong pia emiokeyn and Tovg Science O ¢ 5 S K
Guys yta va Snpovpyrioovpe pepticd METAAA emotnpovikd melpaptarta.

Avt6 1o prva ta taudid tov BEEC Ba suvexicovv va amoAapBdvouy Tig Kahokauptvég

Michelle Abuel
YrodtevBvvTpia tov BEEC
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HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS

It's that time of the year! Register for the

SAINT NICHOLAS
HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS
DANCE TROUPE

Come make new friends and discover your inner dancer!

WEEKLY PRACTICES

Junior (12-15 years old): Thursdays
Senior (16-18 years old): Mondays

ALL PRACTICES ARE FROM 6:30PM-8PM AT THE
SAINT NICHOLAS CHURCH GYM

For more information on how to register or to become an instructor, contact
Eoula Paragigs.at 410-236-3419 or hellenicgoldencoins@gmail.com
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STEWARDSHIP

St. Nicholas
eGiving Stewardship

AN

One Less Thing
fo think abouft

eGiving Benefits

* Easy set up

* One-time/recurring payment options
» Confidential & secure

» Track easily for tax purposes

How it Works

* Go to: stnicholasmd.org/give
» Select fund(s)

e Create your profile

» Select amount, payment method & frequency
« Complete donation
* THAT'S IT! Simple.

VANCO

Thank you for your generosity!

Ordownioadthiemmobiieappl
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STEWARDSHIP

MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE CARD  KAPTA EQEAONTIKHZ MPOZOOPAZ

“GIVING THANKS: EUCHARISTIC STEWARDSHIP”
“ANTITIOAIAONTAZ EYXAPIZTIEZ: EYXAPIEZTIEZ MEZ() THEZ EOEAONTIKHZ [TPOZ@OPAL”

2023 SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH CONFIDENTIAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARD
2023 EAAHNIKH OPOOAOZH EKKAHZIA ATIOY NIKOAAOY -KAPTA ANMOPPHTHE EOEAONTIKHE NPOZPOPALZ MEAQN
In gratitude for God's blessings l/'we make the following commitment to the ministries of 5t. Nicholas Church:
Fav ékppaan euyvwjioaivnc pou yia Tic euhoyiec mou éxw Aafe and Tov Oed, Seojieno)im e Tnv akdhouBn
owovopikr kal c8chovrikn pou npoopopd npog v Ekkinoia tou Ayiou Nikohdou:

$ (Weekly / Monthly / Quarterly / Yearly)
¢ (EBSopadiaiwg / Mnviaiwg / Ava Tpipnveo / ETnoiwg)

TOTAL ANNUAL PLEDGE FOR 2023 :$
ZUVOMIKO TI0O0 TIipoo@opdg yia To 2023 :$

Come and See God work through your talents, skills, and experience, as well as your financial support.
Your offering to Christ and His Church can do as much as you empower it to do.
We give to Christ and His Church not according to our means but according to our love for Him.
lvete papTupeg Tou épyou Tou Oeol! AwoTe amnd To TahévTo pE To omoio oag EYEl TIPOIKIoEL,
LIE TIC IKAVOTNTEC, TIC EUTIELPIEC, TNV OIKOVOLIKT gac euxépela. H mpoogopd pag otov XpioTo Kai TV
Exkhnoia Tou ag Baciotei oty ayarnn pag npog Autév, 6)1 oTrnv owovopkr pag Suvatdtnra.

Planned Giving Please send me information on making a planned gift to the Church,
Awpea mou oxedialw Napakahw oteidte pou MAnpogopiec OYETIKA LIE TOV TPOTIO TIOU UMopW
va TIpoopEpL va Swpiow.

Print Full Name/ MpaTe pe ke@ahala ypappara To emBeT6 oag

Signature/ Yrioypagn Date/ Huepopnvia

MName / Ovopa Date of Birth / Hpepop. Mevvroewg
Introducing Auto Pay
Mame of Spouse / Dvopa culiyou Date of Birth / Huepop. Nevvrjcewg Set It and Forget 1!

Occupatlon / Enéyyehpa Take the work out of giving! Set up automatic offerings
and pledges right from your computer or tablet that will
seamlessly reoccur every week, month, quarter, or year.

Occupation / Emayyshpa (Spouse)

Street Address / llLe0B . . . . . .
ree ress / llevbuvon If you would like to give electronically, visit our website

www.stnicholasmd.org/give or download the GivePlus
mobile app. If you have any questions, contact the church
office at 410-633-5020.

City / mohn Zip Code / tay. topéac

Huime Phune / Zuvufepd uphdguve viowd

Mahile Phone / Kiunra ryfgpuavn Maohile Phone / Kivnra rolfgpovn (Sponse)

EIZAFrQrH xTON
AYTOMATO TPOMNO
NAHPQMHZ

Email Address of Spouse / Hhektpovukr SLedBuvorn culiyouw PY@ M l ETE TO KA' -
ZEXAZTE TO! GivepLust

MOBILE

Email Address / Hhexktpovikn SiedBuven

Communication Preferences / Mpotiprioerc emkowvwviag

Asgv xpsialstal va Bupdots va otsilsts T TIpocpopa oag.
PuBpiote trnv autopatn Swpea kat tnv eBshoviikr oog
Tipocpopd ansubsiag ano Tov uttoAoyLoTn oag N To tablet
p oag mou Ba emavalapPavetar avelnwg kabes eRSopada,
Ovopata mowdLwy KoL uepopnvia yeVvioeuc Touc ur'wa TpLUNVO I'I é‘[OC.

B Mait/Taxuspopeio ] Email 7 ieiccpoviin B et/ Mivope

D Children’s N, and Birthd '

Edv emiBupslts va otellete tn Swped oag NASKTPOVIKG,
smiokspBsite TNV LoTLocsAida pac www.stnicholasmd.
org/give 1 katefaocte tnv epappoyr] GivePlus mobile.
Eav £XsTE amopisg, EMLKOWVWVROTE Pe To MFpagsio g
ExkAnoiag oto TnApwvo 410-633-5020.
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SPONSOR A
COFFEE HOUR

We have resumed the Coftee Hour following
the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Please
consider sponsoring a coftee hour in
memory of a loved one, for the health of
your family, or in honor of our St. Nicholas
Church.

Please call the
office at 410-
633-5020 to
schedule.

Thank you
for your
support!

7

HELP US GROW
THROUGH E-GIVING

It’s through your contributions that we’re able to carry on
important work both spiritually and in our community.

Electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to support
St. Nicholas.

By giving electronically, you can:

e  Give anywhere, anytime from your computer,
smartphone or tablet.

e Donate easily for special projects.

e Set up recurring offerings and pledges and never
worry about bringing your checkbook or cash again.

Show your support and try one of our e-Giving options.

If you would like to give electronically,

visit our website www.stnicholasmd.org
or download the GivePlus mobile app.
1

Thank you for all you do to support
our St. Nicholas family throughout
the year!

AXION CHARITY EVENTS PRESENTS

THANOS
PETRELIS .
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MARTIN'S VALLEY MANSION
594 CRA ROOK ROAD
COCKEYSVILLE, MD 21030
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PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL OF THE ANNUNCIATION,
ST. DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH, ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
and 5TS. MARY MAGDALENE & MARKELLA GREEK ORTHODOX cHURCH [

J410-598-6849 - www. org = Like uson -F l

\ y
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NOTICE:
All organizations must review their
upcoming events with Paraskevi
Kotsatou (410-633-5020) who will
add the event to the official church
calendar on the bulletin board

across from Father Georgios’ office.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Budget vs. Actuals: Church and Greek School

January - July 2023

Income
4000 Stewardship
4010 Greek School Registration
4020 Sales - Candles
Other Income
Total Income
Total Cost of Goods Sold
Gross Profit
Expenses
Total CAPITAL COSTS (CHURCH)
Total GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION
Total OCCUPANCY COSTS
Total PAYROLL EXPENSES
Total YOUTH AND EDUCATIONAL
Total Expenses

Net Operating Income

over (under)

Actual Budget Budget
126,399.83  128,005.00 (1,605.17)
12,559.96 1,260.00 11,299.96
60,429.00 56,715.00 3,714.00
38,806.33 46,120.00 (7,313.67)
238,195.12 232,100.00 6,095.12
25,510.19 24,870.00 640.19
212,684.93 207,230.00 5,454.93
8,444.39 8,830.00 (385.61)
154,187.12  144,920.75 9,266.37
51,961.59 42,740.00 9,221.59
175,253.55 171,050.00 4,203.55
0.00 0.00 0.00
389,846.65 367,540.75 22,305.90
(177,161.72) (160,310.75) (16,850.97)

4815 Eastern AVE Mortgage Principal Payments

OVERALL CHURCH SURPLUS (LOSS) (Operating and
Mortgage)

$ 4,107.45

($181,269.17)

Stewardship List:

deposits. Thank You.

We appreciate your patience as we have switched software
and now have multiple ways of entering stewardship
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FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Budget vs. Actuals: Learning Center
January - July 2023

1come

4011 Learning Center Income

Total 4011 Learning Center Income

‘otal Income

sross Profit

xpenses

LEARNING CENTER
Total Payroll Expense (L.C.)
Total Food and Classroom Supplies (L.C.)
Total Admin and Office Expenses (L.C.)
Total Occupancy Expenses/Cap Improvements (L.C.)

Total LEARNING CENTER

‘otal Expenses

let Operating Income

Actual

Budget

over (under)

Budget
659,596.15 699,558.00 (39,961.85)
659,596.15 699,558.00 (39,961.85)
659,596.15 699,558.00 (39,961.85)
659,596.15 699,558.00 (39,961.85)
386,000.57 465,250.00 (79,249.43)
21,792.34 67,515.00 (45,722.66)
30,425.59 42,700.00 (12,274.41)
44,430.07 27,629.00 16,801.07
482,648.57 603,094.00 (120,445.43)
482,648.57 603,094.00 (120,445.43)
176,947.58 96,464.00 80,483.58

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Budget vs. Actuals: Plateia
January - July 2023

Income
4140 Plateia Income (Onsite)
Total Income
Cost of Goods Sold
COST OF GOODS SOLD
Total Plateia CGS Expenses
Total COST OF GOODS SOLD
Total Cost of Goods Sold
Gross Profit
Expenses
PLATEIA EXPENSES
Total Occupancy Expenses (Plateia)
Total Payroll Expenses (Plateia)

Total Admin Expenses (Plateia)

Total Bus Dev/Marketing Expenses (Plateia)
Total PLATEIA EXPENSES
Total Expenses

Net Operating Income
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over (under)

Actual Budget Budget
114,911.00  160,400.00 (45,489.00)
114,911.00  160,400.00 (45,489.00)
34,906.56 56,895.00 (21,988.44)
34,906.56 56,895.00 (21,988.44)
34,906.56 56,895.00 (21,988.44)
80,004.44  103,505.00 (23,500.56)
87,731.92 66,574.00 21,157.92
7,336.36 11,900.00 (4,563.64)
11,585.09 13,050.00 (1,464.91)
8,634.60 10,185.00 (1,550.40)
115,287.97  101,709.00 13,578.97
115,287.97  101,709.00 13,578.97
(35,283.53) 1,796.00 (37,079.53)




LITURGICAL CALENDAR - SEPTEMBER

Friday, September 1: ~ Ecclesiastical New Year:
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am

Sunday, September 3: 13" Sunday of Matthew:
Orthros: 8:30 am Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Wednesday, September 6: The Service of the Small Blessing of Water: 6:30 pm

Friday, September 8: The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and
Ever-Virgin Mary Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am

Sunday, September 10: Sunday before Holy Cross:
Orthros: 8:30 am Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Thursday, September 14: The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross
Orthros: 8:30 am Divine Liturgy: 9:15 am

Sunday, September 17: Sunday after Holy Cross:
Orthros: 8:30 am Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Sunday, September 24: 1st Sunday of Luke
Orthros: 8:30 am Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Wednesday, September 27: The Sacrament of Holy Unction: 6:30 pm

The Elevation of the Venerable and
Life-Giving Cross
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