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Dear Parishioners,
I can’t believe it, but summer has come to an

end. Where has the time gone? Vacations are
over, the kids are back to school, and life is be-
coming a routine once again. If we look back from
last September to this day, we can only imagine
the fun and excitement that this year has brought
to our parish. It has been a great year filled with
anticipation, surprises, and success.

In my personal experience, I’m really amazed
at what we have accomplished throughout this
Ecclesiastical Year. It was exciting to see old and
new faces working together through all the activi-
ties and the challenges that our church provided
for us. Everyone had a great time during the Fes-
tival, and I would like to congratulate the chair-
persons, the committee members and all the won-
derful volunteers for putting on a successful festi-
val.

It was great to see our Sunday School and
Greek School programs growing and reaping the
fruits of their labor. Great opportunities chal-
lenged our young people throughout this year.
Our youth group (G.O.Y.A.), the (J.O.Y.) group,
the Golden Coins, the Greek School and the
Ellinakia dancers, with their instructors and advi-
sors reached a level of growth that was over-
whelming. I hope and pray that we continue to see
growth and excitement in this area, because if we
don’t support our youth programs, and our chil-
dren we will be facing major problems in the fu-
ture. A big thank you to the parents who sacrifice
their time and effort for their children.

In the month of September, we will see all the
organizations bloom again. The Ladies
Philoptochos Society, The Diamonds, and all the
Ethnic societies will fill up our church with their
presence once again. The members of our Church
Choir and chanters will be back shortly, and we
will be able to hear again their beautiful and an-
gelic voices glorifying God and making us feel the
need to praise and glorify Him spiritually.

I would like to commend the members of our
St. Nicholas Parish Council for their enthusiasm,
their personal sacrifice that they offer day in and
day out for their church. We have come along way
in such a short time. They have really worked hard
together to bring our parish to this level of suc-
cess. Our parish has grown and will continue to
grow with the energy and devotion of the promi-
nent and dedicated soldiers of our Lord.

I would like also to bestow a great amount of
respect for the members of the Plateia Commit-

tee, who are well on their way to finishing the First
Phase of the Plateia project. Everything looks
positive and we as a parish must support fully the
efforts that they have put in, the timeless hours,
their enthusiasm, and their dedication to fulfill the
parish, and the committee’s dreams and expecta-
tions. When this project finishes,  our focus as a
community should be  to expand our membership,
to support the existing educational programs, as
well as to promote and to introduce new pro-
grams and opportunities that will incorporate new
ideas, new resources to bring about a new spiri-
tual atmosphere to our Community.

I have been with you a little over a year and I
can truly say that the experience has been won-
derful. I can’t believe that this year went by so
fast. If we continue to respect, and love one an-
other, we can accomplish anything we put our
minds to do. We have all the resources in our par-
ish to accomplish these tasks. WE all have to step
up to the plate and make our voices and presence
felt. This is a key to success, but in order to reach
that goal WE MUST DO THIS TOGETHER!
THERE IS NO (I) IN TEAM. We must do this
only with the mentality of a TEAM EFFORT. Do
you remember the song WE ARE FAMILY.  This
is what we are here at St. Nicholas we are one big
family working together for the common good of
everybody.

There are two important areas that we need to
pay our utmost attention to. The importance of
our children’s participation in church and other
church activities that involve religious education.
All parents MUST bring their children on time to
Sunday School classes on a regular basis. I have
heard all the excuses why parents bring their chil-
dren late for the classes. I really don’t believe that
they bring their children late for the normal school
classes. Remember parents, you will have to an-
swer before God for the lack of effort and involve-
ment in the spiritual well being of your children.
If we truly believe that we are a UNITED family
here at St. Nicholas, only then can we begin to see
the fruits of our labors as a community becomes a
reality.

This is an exciting time for  Presbytera,  my
family and myself as I hope it is or will be for you
and your families. Let us all share Christ’s love for
us, and let us share His love with everyone that we
come in contact with. WELCOME BACK EV-
ERYONE, and may you have a spiritual and
blessed New Ecclesiastical Year.

MAY GOD BLESS!!!
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ª‹Ó˘Ì· ·fi ÙÔÓ ¶·Ù¤Ú· ªÈ¯·‹Ï §. ¶·ÛÙÚÈÎfi
∞Á·ËÙÔ› ∂ÓÔÚ›ÙÂ˜,

¢ÂÓ ÙÔ ÈÛÙÂ‡ˆ fiÙÈ ¤Ú·ÛÂ ÎÈfiÏ·˜ ÙÔ Î·ÏÔÎ·ÈÚÈ. ¶Ô˘
‹ÁÂ Ô ¯ÚfiÓÔ˜? √È ‰È·ÎÔ¤˜ ÙÂÏÂ›ˆÛ·Ó, Ù· ·È‰È¿
Í·Ó·Á‡ÚÈÛ·Ó ÛÙÔ Û¯ÔÏÂ›Ô, Î·È Ë ˙ˆ‹ Í·Ó·‹ÚÂ ÙË
Û˘ÓËıÈÛÌ¤ÓË ÙË˜ ÚÔ˘Ù›Ó·. ∞Ó ·Ó·ÔÏ‡ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ¯ÚfiÓÔ
·fi ÙÔÓ ÂÚ·ÛÌ¤ÓÔ ™ÂÙ¤Ì‚ÚÈÔ Ì¤¯ÚÈ Û‹ÌÂÚ·, ı·
·ÈÛı·ÓıÔ‡ÌÂ ÙË ¯·Ú¿ Î·È ÙÔÓ ÂÓıÔ˘ÛÈ·ÛÌfi Ô˘ ¤ÊÂÚÂ ·˘Ù‹
Ë ÂÔ¯‹ ÛÙËÓ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿ Ì·˜. ◊Ù·Ó ÌÈ· ÍÂ¯ˆÚÈÛÙ‹ ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿
ÁÂÌ¿ÙË fiÓÂÈÚ·, ÂÎÏ‹ÍÂÈ˜ Î·È ÂÈÙ˘¯›Â˜.

™‡ÌÊˆÓ· ¿ÓÙ· ÌÂ ÙË ‰ÈÎ‹ ÌÔ˘ ÂÌÂÈÚ›·, ̄ ·›ÚÔÌ·È ÌÂ ÙÔ
ÙÈ Î·Ù·Ê¤Ú·ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÂÚ·ÛÌ¤ÓË ∂ÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÙÈÎ‹ ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿.
◊Ù·Ó ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfi Ó· ‚Ï¤ÂÈ˜ ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ˘˜ Î·È ÌÈÎÚÔ‡˜ Ó·
ÂÚÁ¿˙ÔÓÙ·È ‰›Ï·-‰›Ï· ÛÙÈ˜ ‰È¿ÊÔÚÂ˜ ÂÎ‰ËÏÒÛÂÈ˜ Î·È ÛÙÈ˜
‰È¿ÊÔÚÂ˜ ÚÔÎÏ‹ÛÂÈ˜ Ô˘ Ì·˜ ·ÚÂ›¯·Ó Ù· ÂÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÙÈÎ¿
Ì·˜ ÚÔÁÚ¿ÌÌ·Ù·. ŸÏÔÈ ¤Ú·Û·Ó fiÌÔÚÊ· ÛÙÔ ºÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï,
Î·È Â’ Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· ı¿ıÂÏ· Ó· Û˘Á¯·ÚÒ ÙÈ˜ ̆ Â‡ı˘ÓÂ˜, Ù· Ì¤ÏË
ÙˆÓ ‰È·ÊfiÚˆÓ ÂÈÙÚÔÒÓ Î·È fiÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ı·˘Ì¿ÛÈÔ˘˜
ÂıÂÏÔÓÙ¤˜ Ô˘ Û˘Ó¤‚·Ï·Ó ÛÙËÓ ÂÈÙ˘¯›· ÙÔ˘.

◊Ù·Ó ÌÂÁ·ÏÂÈÒ‰Â˜ Ó· ‚Ï¤ÂÈ˜ ÙËÓ ·Ó¿Ù˘ÍË ÙˆÓ
ÚÔÁÚ·ÌÌ¿ÙˆÓ ÙÔ˘ ∫·ÙË¯ËÙÈÎÔ‡ Î·È ∂ÏÏËÓÓÈÎÔ‡
™¯ÔÏÂ›Ô˘ Î·È ÛÙÔ Ù¤ÏÔ˜ Ó· ·ÔÎÔÌ›˙Ô˘Ó ÙÔ˘˜ Î·ÚÔ‡˜ ÙˆÓ
ÎfiˆÓ ÙÔ˘˜. ∆· ·È‰È¿ Ì·˜ Â›ÛË˜ ··Û¯fiÏËÛ·Ó ÌÂÁ¿ÏÂ˜
ÚÔÎÏ‹ÛÂÈ˜ Î·È Â˘Î·ÈÚ›Â˜ fiÏÔ ÙÔ ¯ÚfiÓÔ. ∏ ÓÂÔÏ·›· Ì·˜
(G.O.Y.A.) ÙÔ ÚfiÁÚ·Ì· ÙÔ˘ J.O.Y., Ô ¯ÔÚÂ˘ÙÈÎfi˜ fiÌÈÏÔ˜
∂ÏÏËÓÈÎ¿ ÃÚ˘Û¿ ºÏÔ˘ÚÈ¿, ÙÔ ¯ÔÚÂ˘ÙÈÎfi ÁÎÚÔ˘ ÙÔ˘
∂ÏÏËÓÈÎÔ‡ ™¯ÔÏÂ›Ô˘ Î·È Ù· ∂ÏÏËÓ¿ÎÈ·, Ì·˙› ÌÂ ÙÔ˘˜
˘Â˘ı‡ÔÓ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ¤Êı·Û·Ó ÛÂ ¤Ó· Ê·ÓÙ·ÛÙÈÎfi Â›Â‰Ô
·Ó¿Ù˘ÍË˜ Î·È ÂÈÙ˘¯›·˜. ∂Ï›˙ˆ Î·È ÚÔÛÂ‡¯ÔÌ·È fiˆ˜
Û˘ÓÂ¯›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ó· ‚Ï¤Ô˘ÌÂ ·Ó¿Ù˘ÍË Î·È ÂÓıÔ˘ÛÈ·ÛÌfi ÛÙÔ
ÙÔÌ¤· ·˘Ùfi, ‰ÈfiÙÈ ·Ó ‰ÂÓ ˘ÔÛÙËÚ›˙Ô˘ÌÂ Ù· ÚÔÁÚ¿ÌÌ·Ù·
ÙˆÓ ·È‰ÈÒÓ Ì·˜, ı· ·ÓÙÈÌÂÙˆ›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÌÂÁ¿ÏÏ·
ÚÔ‚Ï‹Ì·Ù· ÛÙÔ Ì¤ÏÏÔÓ. √ÊÂ›Ïˆ ¤Ó· ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÒ
ÛÙÔ˘˜ ÁÔÓÂ›˜ Ô˘ ı˘ÛÈ¿˙Ô˘Ó ÙÔÓ ̄ ÚfiÓÔ Î·È ÚÔÛ¿ıÂÈÂ˜ ÁÈ·

Ù· ·È‰È¿ ÙÔ˘˜.
∆ÔÓ ™ÂÙ¤Ì‚ÚÈÔ ı· ‰Ô‡ÌÂ Ó· Í·Ó·Óı›˙Ô˘Ó fiÏÔÈ ÔÈ

ÔÚÁ·ÓÈÛÌÔ›. √È ∫˘Ú›Â˜ ÙË˜ ºÈÏÔÙÒ¯Ô˘ ∞‰ÂÏÊfiÙËÙ·˜, Ù·
¢È·Ì¿ÓÙÈ· Ì·˜, fiÏÔÈ ÔÈ ∂ıÓÈÎÔ› ÙÔÈÎÔ› ™‡ÏÏÔÁÔÈ ı·
Í·Ó·Á˘Ú›ÛÔ˘Ó Î·È ı· ÁÂÌ›ÛÂÈ Ë ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· Ì·˜ ÁÈ· ¿ÏÏË ÌÈ·
ÊÔÚ¿ ÌÂ ÙËÓ ·ÚÔ˘Û›· ÙÔ˘˜. ∆· ÌÂãÏË ÙË˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÙÈÎ‹˜
Ì·˜ ÃÔÚˆ‰›·˜ Î·È ÔÈ „¿ÏÙÂ˜ Ì·˜ ı· ÂÈÛÙÚ¤„Ô˘Ó, Î·È ı·
Í·Ó·ÎÔ‡ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ ˆÚ·›Â˜ Î·È ·ÁÁÂÏÈÎ¤˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ÊˆÓ¤˜ Ó·
‰ÔÍ¿˙Ô˘Ó ÙÔÓ £Âfi Î·È Ó· Ì·˜ ÚÔ‰È·ı¤ÙÔ˘Ó Ó·
ÚÔÛÂ˘¯fiÌ·ÛÙÂ Î·È Ó· ∆ÔÓ ‰ÔÍ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÓÔÂÚ¿.

£¿ıÂÏ· Ó· Û˘Á¯·ÚÒ Â›ÛË˜ Ù· Ì¤ÏË ÙÔ˘ ¢ÈÔÈÎËÙÈÎÔ‡
™˘Ì‚Ô˘Ï›Ô˘ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘ ÁÈ· ÙÔÓ ÂÓıÔ˘ÛÈ·ÛÌfi
ÙÔ˘˜, ÙËÓ ÚÔÛˆÈÎ‹ ı˘Û›· Ô˘ ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔ˘Ó Ì¤Ú· ÌÂ ÙË
Ì¤Ú· ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· ÙÔ˘˜. ™Â Ï›ÁÔ ‰È¿ÛÙËÌ· Î·ÙfiÚıˆÛ·Ó
ÔÏÏ¿. ¶Ú¿ÁÌ·ÙÈ ÂÚÁ¿ÛÙËÎ·Ó fiÏÔÈ Ì·˙› ÛÎÏËÚ¿ ÁÈ· Ó·
Ê¤ÚÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ ÎÔÈÓfiÙËÙ· ÛÙÔ Â›Â‰Ô ÙË˜ ÂÈÙ˘¯›·˜. ∏
∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿ Ì·˜ ¤¯ÂÈ ·Ó·Ù˘¯ıÂ› Î·È ı· Û˘ÓÂ¯›ÛÂÈ Ó·
·Ó·Ù‡ÛÂÙ·È ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÂÚÁ·ÙËÎfiÙËÙ· Î·È ÙËÓ ·ÊÔÛ›ˆÛË ÙˆÓ
ÂÍ·›ÚÂÙˆÓ Î·È ÈÛÙÒÓ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÒÓ ÙÔ˘ ∫˘Ú›Ô˘ Ì·˜.

£¿ıÂÏ· Â›ÛË˜ Ó· ÂÎÊÚ¿Ûˆ ÙÔ ÛÂ‚·ÛÌfi Î·È ÙËÓ ÂÎÙ›ÌËÛ‹
ÌÔ˘ ÛÙ· Ì¤ÏË ÙË˜ ∂ÈÙÚÔ‹˜ ÙË˜ ¶Ï·ÙÂ›·˜, Ù· ÔÔ›·
ÎÔÓÙÂ‡Ô˘Ó Ó· ÙÂÏÂÈÒÛÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ ¶ÚÒÙË º¿ÛË ÙÔ˘ ¤ÚÁÔ˘ ÙË˜
¶Ï·ÙÂ›·˜. ã√Ï· ‚·›ÓÔ˘Ó ıÂÙÈÎ¿ Î·È ÂÌÂ›˜ ÌÂ ÙË ÛÂÈÚ¿ Ì·˜
ˆ˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ· ı· Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ˘ÔÛÙËÚ›˙Ô˘ÌÂ Ï‹Úˆ˜ ÙÈ˜
ÚÔÛ¿ıÂÈ¤˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ‰ÈfiÙÈ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ı˘ÛÈ¿ÛÂÈ ·Ì¤ÙÚËÙÂ˜ ÒÚÂ˜,
ÔÏ‡ ÂÓıÔ˘ÛÈ·ÛÌfi Î·È ·ÊÔÛ›ˆÛË ÁÈ· Ó· ÈÎ·ÓÔÔÈ‹ÛÔ˘Ó
ÙË˜Ó ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·, Î·È Ù· fiÓÂÈÚ· Î·È ÙÈ˜ ÚÔÛ‰ÔÎ›Â˜ ÙË˜
∂ÈÙÚÔ‹˜. ŸÙ·Ó ÙÂÏÈÒÛÂÈ ÌÂ ÙÔ Î·Ïfi ÙÔ ¤ÚÁÔ ÙË˜
¶Ï·ÙÂ›·˜, ÛÙfi¯Ô˜ ÙË˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·˜ Ì·˜ ı· Â›Ó·È Ó·
ÂÂÎÙÂ›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔÓ Î·Ù¿ÏÔÁÔ ÙˆÓ ÌÂÏÒÓ Ì·˜, Ó· ÛÙËÚ›ÍÔ˘ÌÂ
Ù· ˘¿Ú¯ÔÓÙ· ÂÎ·È‰Â˘ÙÈÎ¿ ÚÔÁÚ¿ÌÌ·Ù·, Î·ıÒ˜ Â›ÛË˜
Ó· Ê¤ÚÔ˘ÌÂ Ó¤Â˜ È‰¤Â˜ Î·È ÚÔÁÚ¿ÌÌ·Ù·, Ó¤Â˜ ËÁ¤˜ Ô˘ ı·
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∏ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· Ì·˜ ıÂˆÚÂ› Ù· °ÂÓÓ¤ıÏÈ· ÙË˜ ·Ó·Á›·˜ Ì·˜
¿Ú· ÔÏ‡ ·ÍÈÔÛ¤‚·ÛÙ·, ‰ÈfiÙÈ ·˘Ù‹ ¤ÁÈÓÂ ÙÔ
Ì¤ÛÔÓ ‰È· ÙÔ˘ ÔÔ›Ô˘ ÂÁÂÓÓ‹ıË Ô ∫‡ÚÈÔ˜ Î·È
¤ÁÈÓÂ ÕÓıÚˆÔ˜. ™‡ÌÊˆÓ· ÌÂ ÙËÓ πÂÚ¿
¶·Ú¿‰ÔÛË, Ô πˆ·ÎÂ›Ì Î·È Ë ÕÓÓ· ‹Ù·Ó
Û˘ÌÊÂ˘Ì,¤ÓÔÈ Â›ÎÔÛÈ ¯ÚfiÓÈ· Î·È ‰ÂÓ Â›¯·Ó
·ÔÎÙ‹ÛÂÈ ·È‰›. ¶‹Á·Ó ÏÔÈÔÓ Î¿ÔÙÂ ÛÙËÓ
πÂÚÔ˘Û·Ï‹Ï ÁÈ· Ó· ÂÔÚÙ¿ÛÔ˘Ó ÛÙÔÓ Ó·fi
Î¿ÔÈ· ıÚËÛÎÂ˘ÙÈÎ‹ ÂÔÚÙ‹. ∂ÎÂ› Î·È ÔÈ ‰‡Ô, Ô
Î·ı¤Ó·˜ ¯ˆÚÈÛÙ¿, Â›¯·Ó ¤Ó· fiÚ·Ì· ÂÓfi˜
·ÁÁ¤ÏÔ˘, Ô ÔÔ›Ô˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ·Ó‹ÁÁÂÈÏÂ ÙËÓ Á¤ÓÓËÛË
ÌÈ· ÎfiÚË˜, ÙËÓ ÔÔ›· ¤ÚÂÂ Ó· ·ÊÈÂÚÒÛÔ˘Ó
ÛÙÔÓ £Âfi. ∫·È fiÓÙˆ˜ ÂÁÂÓÓ‹ıË ÎfiÚË, ÙËÓ
ÔÔ›· ÔÓfiÌ·Û·Ó ª·Ú›·, Û‡ÌÊˆÓ· ÌÂ ÙÈ˜
Ô‰ËÁ›Â˜ ÙÔ˘ ·ÁÁ¤ÏÔ˘. ∆ËÓ ÌÓ‹ÌË ÙˆÓ ∞Á›ˆÓ
πˆ·ÎÂ›Ì Î·È ÕÓÓ·˜ Ë ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· Ì·˜ ÂÔ·ÚÙ¿˙ÂÈ
ÛÙÈ˜ 9 ™ÂÙÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘.

∏ ¶·Ú¿‰ÔÛË ÙË˜ ÁÂÓÓ‹ÛÂˆ˜ ÙË˜ ¶·Ó·Á›·˜
Â›Ó·È ÁÚ·ÌÌ¤ÓË ÛÙ· ÈÂÚ¿ ‚È‚Ï›·, «∂˘·ÁÁ¤ÏÈÔ
ÙË˜ °ÂÓÓ‹ÛÂˆ˜ Ù˜ ¶·Ó·Á›·˜» Î·È «¶ÚÔ-

∂˘·ÁÁ¤ÏÈÔ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ π·ÎÒ‚Ô˘.» ÔÈ ∂ÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÙÈÎ¤˜ ∆ÂÏÂÙ¤˜
ÙË˜ °ÂÓÓ‹ÛÂˆ˜ ÙË˜ ¶·Ó·Á›·˜ ÛÙËÚ›˙ÔÓÙ·È ÛÙÔ˘˜ ‡ÌÓÔ˘˜ Î·È
Ù· ÁÚ·Ù¿ ÙˆÓ ·ÓˆÙ¤Úˆ ‚È‚Ï›ˆÓ.

NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS
September 8th

The Church regards the birthday of Mary, the Mother of
Jesus Christ, with special veneration because
she was made the instrument whereby our
Blessed Lord became Man. According to Holy
Tradition, Joachim and Anna had been married
for twenty years and they had no children. One
year, as they went to Jerusalem to celebrate a
religious feast day in the Temple, they each had
a separate vision of an angel. The angel an-
nounced to them the forthcoming birth of a
daughter whom they should vow to the service
of the Lord. In due time, the prophecy came to
pass and they called their daughter Mary, in ac-
cordance with the angel’s instructions. The
Church honors Saints Joachim and Anna on
September 9th.

The traditional story of the birth of Mary is
preserved for us in other ancient writings, es-
pecially in two books known as “The Gospel of
the Birth of Mary” and “The Pro-evangelion of
St. James”. The Church service for the feast day of the Nativ-
ity of the Theotokos is based upon the hymns and writings
taken from these two ancient works.

PROPER CHURCH ETIQUETTE
One of the most important obligations that we have as worshippers

attending the Divine Liturgy, is to maintain proper decorum so that all
of the members of the Congregation may pray sincerely, peacefully and
meaningfully. It is with this fact in mind that we set forth the following
guidelines:

Upon entering the Church, at all times, but especially during Services,
an individual should remember that he or she is in the House of God.
Reverence and good manners are required so as not to disturb those who
are already engaged in prayer, but even more importantly, as an expres-
sion of sincere faith and awareness of the presence of the Lord. No irrel-
evant conversations should take place, either in the Narthex or any other
part of the Church. permitted in Church. There should be NO FOOD (in-
cluding chewing gum) in church. Children are not to be fed in the church.
Proper attire is expected for men and women.

There are various parts of the Liturgy during which no one should be
moving about. Wherever a person happens to be at these moments, he
or she should stop and stand reverently, until the proper time to proceed
to the pew. These parts of the Liturgy are:

1. During the Procession of the Priest and the Altar Boys with the
Holy Gospel.

2. During the reading of the EPISTLE and the Gospel.
3. During the SERMON.
4. During the CHERUBIC HYMN and the Procession of the Priest

and the Altar Boys with the Holy Gifts.
5. During the recitation of the CREED (in which the whole Congre-

gation should participate).
6. During the SE YMNOUMEN and the prayers of the Consecration

of the Holy Gifts.
7. During the LORD’S PRAYER (in which the whole Congregation

should participate).
8. During HOLY COMMUNION.
9. During the Dismissal Prayers.

10. During any special Services (Memorial Services, Processions, Spe-
cial Prayers, e.t.c.)

One basic rule to follow is that, whenever the Priest is outside of
the Altar either with the Censer or giving the Blessing, everyone
should stand wherever they are.

According to actual Church Service procedures, each and every
member of the Congregation is required to be seated in the pews at the
beginning of the Service. It is only by leniency that anyone is allowed to
enter the Church once the Services have begun. Thus, we ask that you do
not take undue advantage of this leniency. Also Liturgy Books are avail-
able in the pews to follow the service.

Please remember that the Parish Council members are required to
maintain order during Church Services. Thank you for following their
direction.

∫∞∆∞§§∏§√™ ∆ƒ√¶√™
™Àª¶∂ƒπº√ƒ∞™ ™∆∏¡ ∂∫∫§∏™π∞

ªÈ· ·fi ÙÈ˜ ÈÔ ÛÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎ¤˜ ˘Ô¯ÚÂÒÛÂÈ˜ ÙˆÓ ÚÔÛÎ˘ÓËÙÒÓ Ô˘
·Ú·ÎÔÏÔıÔ‡Ó ÙËÓ £Â›· §ÂÈÙÚÔ˘ÚÁ›·, Â›Ó·È Ó· ‰È·ÙËÚÔ‡Ó Î·Ù¿ÏÏËÏË
Û˘ÌÚÈÊÔÚ¿ ÒÛÙÂ fiÏ· Ù· Ì¤ÏË ÙÔ˘ ÂÎÎÏËÛÈ¿ÛÌ·ÙÔ˜ Ó· ÌÔÚÔ‡Ó Ó·
ÚÔÛÂ˘¯ËıÔ‡Ó ÂÈÏÈÎÚÈÓ¿, ‹Û˘¯· Î·È ÌÂ ·˘ÙÔÛ˘ÁÎ¤ÓÙÚˆÛË. Œ¯ÔÓÙ·˜ fiÏ· ·˘Ù¿ ̆ ’
fi„ÈÓ, ·Ú·Î·ÏÂ›ÛÙÂ Ó· ·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÂ›ÙÂ ÙÔ˘˜ ·Ú·Î¿Ùˆ Î·ÓfiÓÂ˜:

ŸÙ·Ó Ì·›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·, ‰ÂÓ ¤¯ÂÈ ÛËÌ·Û›· fiÙÂ, ·ÏÏ¿ ÂÈ‰ÈÎ¿ fiÙ·Ó ¤¯ÂÈ
£Â›· §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›·, ı· Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ı˘ÌfiÌ·ÛÙÂ fiÙÈ Â›Ó·È Ô √›ÎÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡. ∞·ÈÙÂ›Ù·È
ÛÂ‚·ÛÌfi˜ Î·È Î·ÏÔ› ÙÚfiÔÈ ÁÈ· Ó· ÌËÓ ÂÓÔ¯ÏÔ‡ÓÙ·È fiÛÔÈ ‹‰Ë ÚÔÛÂ‡¯ÔÓÙ·È, ·ÏÏ¿
·ÎfiÌË ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÔ Î·È ÈÔ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfi, ̂ ˜ ¤ÎÊÚ·ÛË ÂÈÏÈÎÚÈÓ‹˜ ›ÛÙË˜ Î·È ÁÓÒÛË˜
ÙË˜ ·ÚÔ˘Û›·˜ ÙÔ˘ ∫˘Ú›Ô˘.

¢ÂÓ ÂÈÙÚ¤ÔÓÙ·È ¿Û¯ÂÙÂ˜ Û˘˙ËÙ‹ÛÂÈ˜, Ô‡ÙÂ ÛÙÔÓ ¡¿ÚıËÎ· Ô‡ÙÂ ÛÂ Î·Ó¤Ó·
¿ÏÏÔ ¯ÒÚÔ ÙË˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜. 'Oˆ˜ Â›ÛË˜ ‰ÂÓ ÂÈÙÚ¤ÂÙ·È Ó· Ì·Û¿ÌÂ ÙÛ›¯Ï· ÛÙËÓ
∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·. ∫·È ·ÎfiÌË ·Ó·Ì¤ÓÂÙ·È Î·Ù¿ÏÏËÏË ÂÓ‰˘Ì·Û›· ÁÈ· ¿Ó‰ÚÂ˜ Î·È Á˘Ó·›ÎÂ˜.

À¿Ú¯Ô˘Ó ‰È¿ÊÔÚ· Ì¤ÚË ÙË˜ §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›·˜ Î·Ù¿ Ù· ÔÔ›· ‰ÂÓ Ú¤ÂÈ Ó·
ÎÈÓÔ‡Ì·ÛÙÂ Ì¤Û· ÛÙÔÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÙÈÎfi ¯ÒÚÔ. ŸÔ˘ ÎÈ ·Ó ‚Ú›ÛÎÂÙ·È Î¿ÔÈÔ˜ ÙÈ˜
ÛÙÈÁÌ¤˜ ·˘Ù¤˜ ı· Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ÛÙ·Ì·Ù‹ÛÂÈ, Ó· ÛÙ·ıÂ› ÌÂ ÛÂ‚·ÛÌfi, Ì¤¯ÚÈ ÙËÓ
Î·Ù¿ÏÏËÏË ÛÙÈÁÌ‹ Ô˘ ı· ÚÔ¯ˆÚ‹ÛÂÈ Ó· Î·ı›ÛÂÈ ÛÙÔ ÛÙ·Û›‰È. ∆· Ì¤ÚË ÙË˜
§ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›·˜ Â›Ó·È:

1. ŸÙ·Ó Ô πÂÚ¤·˜ Î·È ÔÈ ÈÂÚfi·È‰Â˜ ‚Á·›ÓÔ˘Ó ÌÂ ÙÔ ∂˘·ÁÁ¤ÏÈÔ.
2. ŸÙ·Ó ‰È·‚¿˙ÂÙ·È Ô ∞fiÛÙÔÏÔ˜ Î·È ÙÔ ∂˘·ÁÁ¤ÏÈÔ.
3. ŸÙ·Ó Á›ÓÂÙ·È ÙÔ Î‡ÚËÁÌ·.
4. ŸÙ·Ó „¿ÏÏÂÙ·È Ô ⁄ÌÓÔ˜ ÙˆÓ ÃÂÚÔ˘‚Â›Ì Î·È Ë ÂÚÈÊÔÚ¿ ÙˆÓ ∆ÈÌ›ˆÓ

¢ÒÚˆÓ ·fi ÙÔÓ πÂÚ¤· Î·È ÙÔ˘˜ πÂÚÔfi·È‰Â˜.
5. ŸÙ·Ó ··ÁÁ¤ÏÏÂÙ·È ÙÔ ¶π™∆∂Àø (fiÔ˘ fiÏÔ ÙÔ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·ÛÌ· ·›ÚÓÂÈ

Ì¤ÚÔ˜).
6. ŸÙ·Ó „¿ÏÏÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔ ™∂ Àª¡√Àª∂ Î·È ÚÔÛÂ˘¯fiÌÂı· Î·Ù¿ ÙËÓ ÚÔÛÊÔÚ¿

ÙˆÓ ∆ÈÌ›ˆÓ ¢ÒÚˆÓ.
7. ŸÙ·Ó Ï¤ÌÂ ÙÔ ¶∞∆∂ƒ ∏ªø¡ (fiÔ˘ ·›ÚÓÂÈ Ì¤ÚÔ˜ fiÏÔ ÙÔ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·ÛÌ·).
8. ŸÙ·Ó ÌÂÙ·Ï·Ì‚¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÙˆÓ ∞¯Ú¿ÓÙˆÓ ª˘ÛÙËÚ›ˆÓ.
9. ŸÙ·Ó ‰È·‚¿˙ÂÙ·È Ë ÚÔÛÂ˘¯‹ ÙË˜ ·fiÏ˘ÛË˜.

10. ∫·Ù¿ ÙËÓ ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÂÈ‰ÈÎÒÓ ∞ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÈÒÓ (fiˆ˜ ÌÓËÌfiÛ˘Ó·, ¶ÂÚÈÊÔÚ¤˜,
¢ÔÍÔÏÔÁ›Â˜ Î.Ï..).

ŒÓ·˜ ÂÍ ›ÛÔ˘ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÎfi˜ Î·ÓfiÓ·˜ Ô˘ Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÔ‡ÌÂ, Â›Ó·È fiÙ·Ó Ô
πÂÚ¤·˜ ‚Ú›ÛÎÂÙ·È ¤Íˆ ·fi ÙÔ πÂÚfi Â›ÙÂ ÏÈ‚·Ó›˙ÂÈ Â›ÙÂ Â˘ÏÔÁÂ›, Ú¤ÂÈ fiÏÔÈ Ó·
ÛÙ¤ÎÔÓÙ·È ·Î›ÓËÙÔÈ fiÔ˘ ÎÈ ·Ó ‚Ú›ÛÎÔÓÙ·È.

™‡ÌÊˆÓ· ÌÂ ÙÔ˘˜ Î·ÓfiÓÂ˜ Î·Ù¿ ÙË ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙË˜ ÔÚÂ›·˜ ÙË˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÙÈÎ‹˜
§ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›·˜, fiÏ· Ù· ÂÎÎÏËÛÈ·˙fiÌÂÓ· Ì¤ÏË Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· Î¿ıÔÓÙ·È ÛÙ· ÛÙ·Û›‰È· Î·Ù¿
ÙËÓ ¤Ó·ÚÍË ÙË˜ ∞ÎÔÏÔ˘ı›·˜. ∂ÈÂÈÎÒ˜ ÂÈÙÚ¤ÂÙ·È Ó· Ì·›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·
fiÙ·Ó ¤¯ÂÈ ‹‰Ë ·Ú¯›ÛÂÈ Ë ∞ÎÔÏÔ˘ı›·. ŒÙÛÈ, Û·˜ ·Ú·Î·ÏÔ‡ÌÂ Ó· ÌËÓ
ÂÎÌÂÙ·ÏÂ‡ÂÛÙÂ ·˘Ù‹Ó ÙËÓ ÂÈÂ›ÎÈ·. À¿Ú¯Ô˘Ó Â›ÛË˜ ÏÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁÈÎ¿ ‚È‚Ï›· ÛÙ·
ÛÙ·Û›‰È· ÁÈ· Ó· ÌÔÚÂ›ÙÂ Ó· ·Ú·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÂ›ÙÂ ÙËÓ §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›·.

¡· ı˘Ì¿ÛÙÂ fiÙÈ ÙÔ ··ÈÙÔ‡ÌÂ ·fi ÙÔ ¢ÈÔÈÎËÙÈÎfi ™˘Ì‚Ô‡ÏÈÔ Ó· ‰È·ÙÂËÚÂ› ÙËÓ
Ù¿ÍË Î·Ù¿ ÙË ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙË˜ §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›·˜ Î·È ÙˆÓ ‰È·ÊfiÚˆÓ ∞ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÈÒÓ. ™·˜
Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ Ô˘ ·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÂ›ÙÂ ÙÈ˜ Ô‰ËÁ›Â˜.
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ELEVATION OF
THE HOLY CROSS

Every September 14th, Orthodoxy celebrates two events
concerning the cross on which Christ was
crucified: The Finding of the Cross in 325
AD by St. Helen, the mother of the Em-
peror Constantine and the Recapture of
the Cross in 628 AD from the Persians
who had stolen it. This celebration is
named, “The Elevation of the Holy Cross”
due to the fact that after its recovery and
return to Jerusalem, the Cross had to be
lifted high by Patriarch Makarios, so that
the throngs of people might see it and
worship it.

The priest performs a special service
on this feast day. The Cross of Blessing is
placed in a tray filled with flowers and ba-
sil and three candles. The flowers remind
us of the beauty of our Lord and the grace
of the Cross and the tradition tells us that
basil was growing on the ground which
covered the buried Cross. The three
candles symbolize the divine light of the
Holy Trinity. Hymns and petitions for the
grace and health are offered by the priest
who imitates the first elevation of the Cross with slow descend-
ing and ascending movements. At the conclusion, the blessed
flowers, along with the basil are distributed to the faithful.

Àæø™π™ ∆√À
∆πªπ√À ™∆∞Àƒ√À

∫¿ıÂ 14 ™ÂÙÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ Ë √ÚıÔ‰ÔÍ›· ÂÔÚÙ¿˙ÂÈ ÙËÓ Â‡ÚÂÛË
ÙÔ˘ ∆ÈÌ›Ô˘ ™Ù·˘ÚÔ‡, Ô˘ ¤ÁÈÓÂ ÙÔ 325
Ì.Ã. ·fi ÙËÓ ∞Á›Ô· ∂Ï¤ÓË, ÌËÙ¤Ú· ÙÔ˘
∞˘ÙÔÎÚ¿ÙÔÚ· ∫ˆÓÛÙ·ÓÙ›ÓÔ˘, Î·È ÙËÓ
Â·Ó¿ÎÙËÛË ÙÔ˘ ™Ù·˘ÚÔ‡ ÙÔ 628 Ì.Ã.
·fi ÙÔ˘˜ ¶¤ÚÛÂ˜, ÔÈ ÔÔ›ÔÈ ÙÔÓ Â›¯·Ó
ÎÏ¤„ÂÈ. √ ÂÔÚÙ·ÛÌfi˜ ·˘Ùfi˜
ÔÓÔÌ¿˙ÂÙ·È «⁄„ˆÛÈ˜ ÙÔ˘ ∆ÈÌ›Ô˘
™Ù·˘ÚÔ‡». ¶‹Â ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ fiÓÔÌ· ÂÂÈ‰‹
ÌÂÙ¿ ÙËÓ Â·Ó¿ÎÙËÛË Î·È ÂÈÛÙÚÔÊ‹
ÂÈ˜ ÙËÓ πÂÚÔ˘Û·Ï‹Ï, Ô ™Ù·˘Úfi˜ ˘„ÒıË
˘fi ÙÔ˘ ¶·ÙÚÈ¿Ú¯Ô˘ ÒÛÙÂ Ù· Ï‹ıË
ÙÔ˘ ÎfiÛÌÔ˘ Ó· ÌÔÚÔ‡Ó Ó· ÙÔÓ ‰Ô˘Ó
Î·È Ó· ÙÔÓ ÚÔÛÎ˘Ó‹ÛÔ˘Ó.

∞˘Ù‹ ÙËÓ ËÌ¤Ú· Ô ÈÂÚ¤·˜ ÙÔÔıÂÙÂ›
ÙÔÓ ™Ù·˘Úfi ÂÈ˜ ¤Ó· ã‰ÈÛÎÔ ÁÂÌ¿ÙÔ
¿ÓıË Î·È ‚·ÛÈÏÈÎfi, Î·ıÒ˜ Î·È ÙÚ›·
ÎÂÚÈ¿. ∆· ¿ÓıË ı˘Ì›˙Ô˘Ó ÙËÓ ÔÌÔÚÊÈ¿
ÙÔ˘ ∫˘Ú›Ô˘ Î·È ÙËÓ ¯¿ÚË ∆Ô˘ ∆ÈÌ›Ô˘
™Ù·˘ÚÔ‡. √ ‚·ÛÈÏÈÎfi˜, Û˘ÌÊˆÓ· ÌÂ
ÙËÓ ·Ú¿‰ÔÛË, ‹Ù·Ó Ê˘ÙÚˆÌ¤ÓÔ˜ ÛÙÔ
¯ÒÌ· ÙÔ ÔÔ›Ô ÛÎ¤·˙Â ÙÔÓ ı·ÌÌ¤ÓÔ
™Ù·˘Úfi. ∆· ÙÚ›· ÎÂÚÈ¿ Û˘Ì‚ÔÏ›ã˙Ô˘Ó
ÙÔÓ ∆ÚÈ·‰ÈÎfi £Âfi! ∫·Ù¿ ÙËÓ ⁄„ˆÛË

ÙÔ˘ ™Ù·˘ÚÔ‡ ‡ÌÓÔÈ Î·È ÚÔÛÂ˘¯¤˜ ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔÓÙ·È ˘fi ÙÔ˘
ÈÂÚ¤ˆ˜ ÁÈ· ̄ ¿ÚË Î·È ̆ ÁÂ›·. ∂È˜ ÙÔ Ù¤ÏÔ˜ ÙË˜ ÙÂÏÂÙ‹˜, Ù· ¿ÓıË
Î·È Ô ‚·ÛÈÏÈÎfi˜ ÌÔÈÚ¿˙ÔÓÙ·È ÛÙÔ˘˜ ÈÛÙÔ‡˜,

FEAST DAY OF THE INDICTION
September 1st

Beginning of the Orthodox Church Calendar

September 1st is the first day of the Orthodox Ecclesiasti-
cal Year. It is called the beginning of the “indiction”. The word
indiction is Latin meaning “impose” (to make someone to do
something). It was first applied in imposing taxes in Egypt.
The Roman Emperor Diocletian extended the system of tax-
ing conquered people to the whole Roman Empire.

The first official worldwide indiction originated with Em-
peror Constantine in 312 A.D. when he saw a miraculous vi-
sion of the “sign of the Cross” in the skies. The Church picked
this day to begin its calendar year for various reasons.
1. Before the Julian calendar, the Romans began their year on

September first.
2. According to Holy Tradition, it was on September 1st that

our Blessed Lord first entered the Jewish Synagogue (Luke
4) to preach his mission to men. Jesus quoted from the 61st
chapter of the book of Isaiah: “The spirit of the Lord is upon
me because the Lord has anointed me to preach good tid-
ings unto the meek, He has sent me to bind up the broken
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and the open-
ings of the prison to them that are bound. To proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord and the day of vengeance of our
God, to comfort all that mourn.”

3. Tradition also tells us that it was during the month of Sep-
tember that the Hebrews finally entered the Promised Land.

4. It has always been accepted within the church community
that the month of September was the time to gather all fruits
of the summer months and Prepare for the beginning of the
winter months ahead. At the start of the new year,
hymnographers also prepared beautiful hymns to be
chanted during Church services. The hymns were offered to
the Almighty God so that we might receive His Divine
blessing throughout the coming year.

∂¡∞ƒ•∏ ∆√À
∂∫∫§∏™π∞™∆π∫√À ∂∆√À™

1Ë ™ÂÙÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘

∏ ÚÒÙË ™ÂÙÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ ÔÓÔÌ¿˙ÂÙ·È Ë ·Ú¯‹ ÙË˜ ÂÈ‚ÔÏ‹˜.∏
Ï¤ÍË ÂÈ‚ÔÏ‹ ÛËÌ·›ÓÂÈ ÂÈ‚¿ÏÏÔ˘ÌÂ ÛÂ Î¿ÔÈÔÓ Ó· Î¿ÓÂÈ
Î¿ÙÈ. ∫·Ù’ ·Ú¯‹Ó ÔÈ ∞ÈÁ‡ÙÈÔÈ Â¤‚·Ï·Ó ÊÔÚÔÏÔÁ›·. ™ÙËÓ
Û˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ· Ô ƒˆÌ·›Ô˜ ∞˘ÙÔÎÚ¿ÙÔÚ·˜ ¢ÈÔÎÏËÙÈ·Ófi˜ Â¤‚·ÏÂ
ÙÔ Û‡ÛÙËÌ· ÙË˜ ÊÔÚÔÏÔÁ›·˜ ÛÂ fiÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘ Ï·Ô‡˜ ÙË˜
∂ÈÎÚ¿ÙÂÈ¿˜ ÙÔ˘.

∏ ÚÒÙË Â›ÛËÌË ·ÁÎfiÛÌÈ· ÂÈ‚ÔÏ‹ ¿Ú¯ÈÛÂ ÌÂ ÙÔ fiÚ·Ì·
ÙÔ˘ ∞˘ÙÔÎÚ¿ÙÔÚ· ∫ˆÓÛÙ·ÓÙ›ÓÔ˘ ÙÔ 312 Ì.Ã. fiÙ·Ó Â›‰Â ÙÔ
ÛËÌÂ›Ô ÙÔ˘ ™Ù·˘ÚÔ‡ ÛÙÔÓ Ô˘Ú·Ófi. ∏ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· fiÚÈÛÂ ·˘Ù‹Ó
ÙËÓ ËÌ¤Ú· ˆ˜ ·Ú¯‹ ÙÔ˘ ¤ÙÔ˘˜ ÁÈ· ‰È·ÊfiÚÔ˘˜ ÏfiÁÔ˘˜.
1. ™‡ÌÊˆÓ· ÌÂ ÙÔ πÔ˘ÏÈ·Ófi ∏ÌÂÚÔÏfiÁÈÔ, ÔÈ ƒˆÌ·›ÔÈ Â›¯·Ó

ˆ˜ ·Ú¯‹ ÙÔ˘ ¤ÙÔ˘˜ ÙËÓ ÚÒÙË ™ÂÙÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘.
2. ™‡ÌÊˆÓ· ÌÂ ÙËÓ ·Ú¿‰ÔÛË, ÙËÓ 1Ë ™ÂÙÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ Ô πËÛÔ‡˜

ÂÈÛ‹ÏıÂ ÛÙËÓ Û˘Ó·ÁˆÁ‹ ÁÈ· ÚÒÙË ÊÔÚ¿ (§Ô˘Î¿ 4), ÁÈ· Ó·
‰È‰¿ÍÂÈ ÙËÓ ∞ÔÛÙÔÏ‹ ∆Ô˘ ÛÙÔ˘˜ ·ÓıÚÒÔ˘˜. √ πËÛÔ‡˜
Â·Ó¤Ï·‚Â Ù· ÏfiÁÈ· ÙÔ˘ ¶ÚÔÊ‹ÙÔ˘ ∏Û·˝·, «∆Ô ÕÁÈÔ
¶ÓÂ‡Ì· ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡ Â›Ó·È Â¿Óˆ ÌÔ˘ ÁÈ·Ù› Ô £Âfi˜ ÌÂ ¤¯ÚÈÛÂ
Ó· Ê¤Úˆ Î·ÈÓÔ‡ÚÈÂ˜ ÂÏ›‰Â˜ ÛÙÔ˘˜ Ú¿Ô˘˜, Ó·
·Ó·ÎÔ˘Ê›Ûˆ ÙÈ˜ ÔÓÂÌ¤ÓÂ˜ Î·Ú‰È¤˜, Ó· ·Ó·ÎËÚ‡Íˆ ÙËÓ
ÂÏÂ˘ıÂÚ›· ÙˆÓ ÛÎÏ¿‚ˆÓ Î·È ·Ô‰¤ÛÌÂ˘ÛË ·˘ÙÒÓ. ∫·È
Î·Ù¿ ÙËÓ ËÌ¤Ú· ÙË˜ ÎÚ›ÛÂˆ˜ Ó· ‰ÒÛˆ ÙËÓ ·Ó·ÎÔ‡ÊÈÛË
ÛÙÔ˘˜ ıÏÈÌ¤ÓÔ˘˜.

3. ∏ ¶·Ú¿‰ÔÛË Ì·˜ Ï¤ÁÂÈ, Â›ÛË˜, fiÙÈ Î·Ù¿ ÙÔÓ Ì‹Ó·
™ÂÙ¤Ì‚ÚÈÔ ÔÈ ∂‚Ú·›ÔÈ ÂÈÛ‹Ïı·Ó ÛÙËÓ ˘ÔÛ¯ÂıÂ›Û· °Ë.

4. ∂› Ï¤ÔÓ, ÙÔÓ ™ÂÙ¤Ì‚ÚÈÔ Ì‹Ó· ÔÈ ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÔ›
Û˘ÓËı›˙Ô˘Ó Ó· Ì·˙Â‡Ô˘Ó fiÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ Î·ÚÔ‡˜ ÙÔ˘
Î·ÏÔÎ·ÈÚÈÔ‡ Î·È Ó· ÙÔ˘˜ ·ÔıËÎÂ‡Ô˘Ó,
ÚÔÂÙÔÈÌ·˙fiÌÂÓÔÈ ¤ÙÛÈ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô ÙÔ˘ ÃÂÈÌÒÓ·. √È
˘ÌÓÔÁÚ¿ÊÔÈ ¤ÁÚ·„·Ó ˆÚ·›Ô˘˜ ‡ÌÓÔ˘˜ ÚÔ˜ ÙÔÓ £Âfi, ÁÈ·
Ó· „¿ÏÏÔÓÙ·È ÛÙÈ˜ ÙÂÏÂÙ¤˜ ÙË˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜,
·Ú·Î·ÏÒÓÙ·˜ ∆ÔÓ Ó· Ì·˜ ‰ÒÛÂÈ ÙËÓ ã∞ÁÈ· ∆Ô˘ Â˘ÏÔÁ›·
ÁÈ· ÙÔ ÂÚ¯fiÌÂÓÔ ¤ÙÔ˜.
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∞fi ÙËÓ ∂˘·ÁÁÂÏ›· §·Ï¿

√ ¶·Ù‹Ú ªÈ¯·‹Ï, Ë Î. ª·Ú›· ™·Ï¤· Î·È Ë ˘ÔÊ·ÈÓÔÌ¤ÓË
·ÓÙÈÚÔÛÒÂ˘Û·Ó ÙËÓ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘ ÛÙËÓ 39Ë
∫ÏËÚÈÎÔÏ·˚Î‹ ™˘Ó¤ÏÂ˘ÛË, Ë ÔÔ›· ¤Ï·‚Â ¯ÒÚ· ÛÙËÓ
√˘¿ÛÈÁÎÙˆÓ ·fi ÙÈ˜ 14 - 18 πÔ˘Ï›Ô˘, 2008. √ ¶·Ù‹Ú ªÈ¯·‹Ï
‹Ù·Ó ¤Ó·˜ ·fi ÙÔ˘˜ 327 ÈÂÚÂ›˜ (ÂÚ›Ô˘ Ù· 3/5 ÙÔ˘ Û˘ÓfiÏÔ˘ ÙˆÓ
ÈÂÚ¤ˆÓ ÙˆÓ ∏ÓˆÌ¤ÓˆÓ ¶ÔÏÈÙÂÈÒÓ) Ô˘ Û˘ÌÌÂÙÂ›¯·Ó ÛÙÈ˜
‰È¿ÊÔÚÂ˜ Û˘ÓÂ‰ÚÈ¿ÛÂÈ˜ Î·È ÌÔÚÊˆÙÈÎ¤˜ ÂÎ·È‰Â‡ÛÂÈ˜ ÙˆÓ
ÈÂÚ¤ˆÓ , fiˆ˜ Â›ÛË˜ Î·È ÛÙÈ˜ Ï‹ÚÂÈ˜ Û˘ÓÂ‰ÚÈ¿ÛÂÈ˜ Û˘Ófi‰ˆÓ
fiÔ˘ ÔÈ ‰È¿ÊÔÚÂ˜ ÂÈÙÚÔ¤˜ Î·È ·ÔÛÙÔÏ¤˜ ÙË˜ ∞Ú¯ÈÂÈÛÎÔ‹˜
¤‰ˆÛ·Ó ÙËÓ ¤ÎıÂÛ‹ ÙÔ˘˜. ∏ ª·Ú›· Î·È ÂÁÒ Û˘ÌÌÂÙÂ›¯·ÌÂ ÛÙÈ˜
ÌÔÚÊˆÙÈÎ¤˜ ÂÎ·È‰Â‡ÛÂÈ˜ ÁÈ· ÙÔ ÚfiÁÚ·ÌÌ· ÙË˜ ∂ıÂÏÔÓÙÈÎ‹˜
¶ÚÔÛÊÔÚ¿˜, ÛÙË Û˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛË ÁÈ· Â¤ÎÙ·ÛË ÙˆÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÙÈÎÒÓ
ÎÔÈÓÔÙ‹ÙˆÓ, Î·È ÛÙÈ˜ Ï‹ÚÂÈ˜ Û˘ÓÂ‰ÚÈ¿ÛÂÈ˜ ÙˆÓ ÂÈÙÚÔÒÓ.

◊Ù·Ó ÔÏ‡ ÂÓ‰È·Ê¤ÚÔÓ Ó· ·Ú·ÙËÚÂ›˜ fiÙÈ ÔÏÏ¿ ¿ÙÔÌ·, ·fi
fiÏË ÙËÓ ÃÒÚ·, Â›¯·Ó ·ÚfiÌÔÈ· ÂÓ‰È·Ê¤ÚÔÓÙ· Î·È ÚÔ‚Ï‹Ì·Ù·,
Â›ÙÂ ·ÓÙÈÌÂÙÒÈ˙·Ó ÚÔ‚Ï‹Ì·Ù· Â¤ÎÙ·ÛË˜ ÙË˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿˜
ÙÔ˘˜ ‹ ÚˆÙÔ¿Ú¯È˙·Ó Û·Ó ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ· ‹ ‹Ù·Ó ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ· ̄ ÚfiÓˆÓ,
¿Óˆ ÛÙ· ı¤Ì·Ù· ∂ıÂÏÔÓÙÈÎ‹˜ ¶ÚÔÛÊÔÚ¿˜, Û˘ÌÌÂÙÔ¯‹˜ ÙˆÓ
ÂÓÔÚÈÙÒÓ ÛÙÈ˜ ÂÎ‰ËÏÒÛÂÈ˜ ÙË˜ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·˜ ‹ ÙË˜ ¡ÂÔÏ·›·˜. ¶¿Ú·
ÔÏÏ¿ ı¤Ì·Ù· Î·È ÂÚÁ·ÛÙËÚÈ·Î¤˜ Û˘ÁÎÂÓÙÚÒÛÂÈ˜ ¤Ï·‚·Ó ¯ÒÚ·
ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ºÈÏfiÙˆ¯Ô ∞‰ÂÏÊfiÙËÙ·, ÁÈ· ÂÎÂ›ÓÂ˜ ÙÈ˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙÂ˜ Ô˘
¤ÛÙÂÈÏ·Ó ·ÓÙÈÚÔÛÒÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ÛÙÔ ™˘Ó¤‰ÚÈÔ .

√ ‚·ÛÈÎfi˜ ÙfiÓÔ˜ ·Â‰ÒıÂÈ ·fi ÙÔÓ ∞Ú¯ÈÂ›ÛÎÔÔ ¢ËÌ‹ÙÚÈÔ
Ô ÔÔ›Ô˜ ¤‰ˆÛÂ ¤ÌÊ·ÛË ÛÙÔ ı¤Ì· ÙÔ˘ ™˘ÓÂ‰Ú›Ô˘ « ™˘ÁÎÂÓÙÚÒÛÙÂ
ÙÔ˘˜ ·ÓıÚÒÔ˘˜ ªÔ˘ ÛÙÔÓ √›ÎÔ ªÔ˘» ∆Ô ÂÓ‰È·Ê¤ÚÔÓ ÙË˜
∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜ Â›Ó·È fiÙÈ ¤Ó· ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ ÔÛÔÛÙfi ÈÛÙÒÓ «‰ÂÓ
ÂÎÎÏËÛÈ¿˙ÂÙ·È». √È ∂ÏÏËÓÂ˜ √Úıfi‰ÔÍÔÈ ∞ÌÂÚÈÎ·ÓÔ›, ·Ó Î·È
¤¯Ô˘Ó ‚·ÙÈÛÙÂ› ÛÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·, ¤¯Ô˘Ó ·ÔÌ·ÎÚ˘ÓıÂ› Î·È ‰ÂÓ
¤Ú¯ÔÓÙ·È ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· ·Ú¿ ÌfiÓÔÓ ÙËÓ ªÂÁ¿ÏË ∂‚‰ÔÌ¿‰· Î·È
Ù· ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÁÂÓÓ·. ∞˘Ù‹ ·ÎÚÈ‚Ò˜ Ë ÔÌ¿‰· ÙˆÓ ÂÓÔÚÈÙÒÓ Â›Ó·È
Ô˘ ‰ÂÓ ·›ÚÓÂÈ ÙÔ Ì‹Ó˘Ì· ÙË˜ ·Á¿Ë˜ ·fi Ù· Î˘Ú‹ÁÌ·Ù· ÙÔ˘
πËÛÔ‡ Ì¤Ûˆ ÙË˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜ ∆Ô˘ fiÏÔ ÙÔ ¯ÚfiÓÔ, ·ÏÏ¿
ÚÔÛ¤Ú¯ÔÓÙ·È ÌfiÓÔÓ fiÙ·Ó ÙËÓ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ·Ó¿ÁÎË.

¶ÔÏÏÔ› ·fi ÙÔ˘˜ Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯ÔÓÙÂ˜ ·fi ÙÈ˜ ‰È¿ÊÔÚÂ˜ ¶ÔÏÈÙÂ›Â˜
ÙË˜ ∞ÌÂÚÈÎ‹˜, ÚfiÙÂÈÓ·Ó ÂÈÙ˘¯Â›˜ Ï‡ÛÂÈ˜ ÛÂ ÔÏÏ¿ ı¤Ì·Ù·,

fiˆ˜ ÙË Û˘ÌÌÂÙÔ¯‹ ÁÔÓ¤ˆÓ ÁÈ· Ó· Ê¤ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· ÙÔ˘˜
ÓÂ·ÚÔ‡˜ -ÂÓ‹ÏÈÎÂ˜, Ë Ì¤ıÔ‰Ô˜ ·˘Ù‹ ¤¯ÂÈ ·Ô‰ÂÈ¯ıÂ› ‚·ÛÈÎ‹, ·ÏÏ¿
ÔÏÏÔ› ·ÎfiÌË „¿¯ÓÔ˘Ó Ó· ‚ÚÔ˘Ó ··ÓÙ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ÛÙ· ‰ÈÎ¿ ÙÔ˘˜
ÂÈ‰ÈÎ¿ ÚÔ‚Ï‹Ì·Ù· ÁÈ· Ó· ÙÚ·‚‹ÍÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ ÓÂÔÏ·›· ÙÔ˘˜. ¶Ú¤ÂÈ
Ë ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· Ó· Û˘ÁÎÂÓÙÚÒÛÂÈ ÙÔ ÂÓ‰È·Ê¤ÚÔÓ ÙË˜ ÛÙËÓ ËÏÈÎ›·
·˘Ù‹ ·Ó ı¤ÏÂÈ Ó· ‰È·ÈˆÓÈÛÙÂ› Î·È Ó· ·ÎÌ¿ÛÂÈ Ë √ÚıÔ‰ÔÍ›·.

∏ 13Ë πÔ˘Ï›Ô˘ ‹Ù·Ó Ë 50Ë ÌÓËÌfiÛ˘ÓÔ˜ Â¤ÙÂÈÔ˜ ÙÔ˘
∞Ú¯ÈÂÈÛÎfiÔ˘ ªÈ¯·‹Ï (13 πÔ˘Ï›Ô˘, 1958), ·˘Ù‹ ‹Ù·Ó Î·È Ë
¤ÌÊ·ÛË ÙË˜ ÙÂÏÂÙ‹˜ ÙËÓ ÙÂÏÂ˘Ù·›· ËÌ¤Ú· ÙÔ˘ ™˘ÓÂ‰Ú›Ô˘.
¶Úfi‚·Ï·Ó Ù·ÈÓ›· ÂÂÈ‰ÂÈÎÓ‡ÔÓÙ·˜ Ù· ÂÈÙÂ‡ÁÌ·Ù¿ ÙÔ˘ ˆ˜
∞Ú¯ÈÂÈÛÎfiÔ˘ µÔÚÂ›Ô˘ Î·È ¡ÔÙ›Ô˘ ∞ÌÂÚÈÎ‹˜ ·fi ÙÔ 1949 -
1958, fiÔ˘ ‰ËÌÈÔ‡ÚÁËÛÂ ·ÚÎÂÙÔ‡˜ ÛÙ·ıÌÔ‡˜ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏÎËÛ›·
ÙˆÓ ∏.¶.∞. ™ÙÔ ÌÈÎÚfi ·˘Ùfi ̄ ÚÔÓÈÎfi ‰È¿ÛÙËÌ· Ô ∞Ú¯ÈÂ›ÛÎÔÔ˜
ªÈ¯·‹Ï Î·Ù¿ÊÂÚÂ Ó· ·Ó·ÁÓˆÚÈÛÙÂ› Â›ÛËÌ· Ë ∂ÏÏËÓÈÎ‹
√Úıfi‰ÔÍË ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· ÛÙÈ˜ ∏ÓˆÌ¤ÓÂ˜ ¶ÔÏÈÙÂ›Â˜, Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯ÔÓÙ·˜
ÛÙËÓ ÔÚÎÔÌˆÛ›· ÙÔ˘ ¶ÚÔ¤‰ÚÔ˘ ÙˆÓ ∏ÓˆÌ¤ÓˆÓ ¶ÔÏÈÙÂÈÒÓ
∞˚˙ÂÓ¯¿Ô˘ÂÚ. ãπ‰Ú˘ÛÂ ÙËÓ ¡ÂÔÏ·›· ((GOYA) Î·È ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ÙÚfiÔ
·˘Ùfi ¤ÓˆÛÂ fiÏ· Ù· ·ÓÂÍ¿ÚÙËÙ· ÁÎÚÔ˘ ÙË˜ ÂÏÏËÓÈÎ‹˜ ÓÂÔÏ·›·˜
Ô˘ ‹Ù·Ó ‰È·ÛÎÔÚÈÛÌ¤Ó· ÛÂ fiÏË ÙË ¯ÒÚ·. (™ÙË µ·ÏÙÈÌfiÚË ÙÔ
ÁÎÚÔ˘ ‹Ù·Ó ÁÓˆÛÙfi ˆ˜ ∂√¡∞ - ∂ÏÏËÓÈÎ‹ √Úıfi‰ÔÍË ¡ÂÔÏ·›·
∞ÌÂÚÈÎ‹˜.)

∏ ·Ó¿ÁÎË ÂÚÈÛÛÔÙ¤ÚˆÓ πÂÚ¤ˆÓ ·ÓÂÊ¤ÚıÂÈ ÛÙÈ˜ Û˘ÓÂ‰ÚÈ¿ÛÂÈ˜
ıÂÌ¿ÙˆÓ ¢ÈÔÈÎ‹ÛÂˆ˜, ÁÈ· Ó· Î·Ï˘ÊıÔ‡Ó ÔÈ ·Ó¿ÁÎÂ˜ ÙˆÓ
Û˘ÓÂ¯Ò˜ ·˘Í·ÓÔÌ¤ÓˆÓ ÂÓÔÚÈÒÓ. √ ÚfiÛÊ·ÙÔ˜ ·ÚÈıÌfi˜ ÙˆÓ 19
·ÔÊÔÈÙÔ‡ÓÙˆÓ ·fi ÙËÓ πÂÚ·ÙÈÎ‹ Û¯ÔÏ‹ Â›Ó·È ÂÏ¿¯ÈÛÙÔ˜, ·Ó
Ï¿‚Ô˘ÌÂ ̆ ’ fi„Ë Ì·˜ fiÙÈ ̄ ÚÂÈ¿˙ÂÙ·È Ó· ·ÔÊÔÈÙÔ‡Ó ÂÚ›Ô˘ 40
ÁÈ· Ó· ˘ËÚÂÙ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÙÈ˜ ÎÔÈÓfiÙËÙÂ˜ ÙË˜ ¯ÒÚ·˜ Ô˘ Û˘ÓÂ¯Ò˜
·˘Í¿ÓÔÓÙ·È. ∞ÙÂÓ›˙ÔÓÙ·˜ ÙÔ Ì¤ÏÏÔÓ ÁÂÓÓ¿Ù·È ÙÔ ÂÚÒÙËÌ· «∆È ı·
Á›ÓÂÈ Ë √ÚıÔ‰ÔÍ›· ÛÙ· ¯ÚfiÓÈ· Ô˘ ¤Ú¯ÔÓÙ·È?»

ø˜ ·ÓÙÈÚfiÛˆÔÈ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘ ·ÈÛı·Óı‹Î·ÌÂ fiÙÈ
¿ÓÔÈÍ·Ó Ù· Ì¿ÙÈ· Ì·˜ fiÙ·Ó ·ÎÔ‡Û·ÌÂ ÙËÓ Î·Ù¿ÛÙ·ÛË ÙË˜
∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜ Ì·˜ ÛÙËÓ ∞ÌÂÚÈÎ‹. ª·˜ Ù·Ú·ÎÔ‡ÓËÛÂ Ó· ÂÚÁ·ÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ
ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÔ ÁÈ· Ó· ÛÙÂÚÂÒÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ ‡·ÚÍË ÙÔ˘ ·Á·ËÌÂÓÔ˘
Ì·˜ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÎÔÏ¿Ô˘. ¶ÚÔÛÂ˘¯fiÌ·ÛÙÂ fiˆ˜ ÔÈ ÂÓÔÚ›ÙÂ˜ Ì·˜
˘ÔÛÙËÚ›ÍÔ˘Ó Î·È Û˘ÓÂÈÛÊ¤ÚÔ˘Ó ÁÈ· Ó· ÌÔÚ¤ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ó· ÙÔ
Î·Ù·Ê¤ÚÔ˘ÌÂ… ™·˜ Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÒ.

∂∫£∂™∏ — ∫§∏ƒπ∫√§∞π∫√ ™À¡∂¢ƒπ√ 2008

CLERGY-LAITY REPORT
By Eve Lallas

St. Nicholas was represented at the 39th Biennial Clergy-Laity
Congress held in Washington DC from July 14-18 by Father
Michael, Maria Salpeas and Eve Lallas. Father Michael was
among the 327 priests (about 3/5 of the total number of priests in
the US) attending the numerous meetings and workshops for the
clergy as well as the plenary sessions at which reports of the vari-
ous committees and missions of the Archdiocese were given.
Maria and Eve participated in workshops concerning steward-
ship, expanding church communities and plenary sessions.

It is interesting to note that many individuals throughout the
country expressed similar concerns and problems whether deal-
ing with expanded, newly established or aging communities in
matters of stewardship, active participation in church activities
by parishioners and by our young adults. For those parishes with
representation to the Philoptochos Workshops and meetings, a
vast number of sessions were included in the conference.

The keynote address by Archbishop Demetrios emphasized
the theme of the Congress: “Gather My People to My Home.”
The concern of the Church is that of the high percentage of “un-
churched”; the Greek Orthodox Americans who, although have
been baptized in the Church, have strayed and perhaps attend
church only during Holy Week and Christmas. It is this group
which is missing out on the message of love and the teachings of
Jesus that our Church brings us throughout the year not only when
we find ourselves in dire straits.

A variety of successful solutions were shared by participants
from various parts of the nation in which committed parental in-
volvement proved to be the key, but many were still seeking an-

swers to their specific situations in ways to bring the young adults
back into the fold. By and large this is the area in which the church
must concentrate if we are to perpetuate Orthodoxy and have it
flourish.

Marking the 50th Anniversary (July 13, 1958) of the death of
our revered Archbishop Michael, the highlight of the closing event
of the Congress was a well-done documentary depicting his ac-
complishments whose abbreviated leadership as Archbishop of
North and South America from 1949-1958 created several mile-
stones for our Church in America. In this brief span, Archbishop
Michael brought formal recognition to the Greek Orthodox
Church in the United States, participating in the Inauguration of
President Eisenhower. He established GOYA thus bringing unity
to the many independent Greek youth groups scattered through-
out the country. (In Baltimore, the group was known as EONA-
Elliniki Orthodoxi Neolea Amerikis.)

Included in the more detailed information given in the Admin-
istrative Sessions was the need for more priests to meet the grow-
ing demands of our parishioners. The current number (about 19)
graduating annually falls very short of the needed number (about
40) to serve the expanding parishes throughout the land. As we
look to the future, we must question: What will happen to Ortho-
dox Christianity in years to come?

As representatives of St. Nicholas, we found it eye-opening to
hear the state of our Church in America; it has jolted us into tak-
ing action to strengthen the life force of our beloved St. Nicholas.
We pray for the support and input of our parishioners that will
enable us to accomplish this.
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By Bill Poulos, Th.M

The Orthodox liturgical year revolves around Pascha. It
is the glorious event towards which all other feasts point or
from which they flow. Indeed, the entire life of the Church,
not only its Feasts, but also its sacramental life and unique
spirituality emanate from the Death and Resurrection of
our Lord. The major Feasts on the liturgical calendar are the
Church’s recreation of and participation in the events that
led to Christ’s victory on the Cross and the events in His
Life and the Church’s following the Resurrection such as the
Ascension and Pentecost.

This fact is reinforced upon an examination of principle
feasts celebrated in September, the first month of the
Church’s annual cycle. The events commemorated by these
Feasts emphasize at the beginning of the Church year the
initiation of God the Father’s plan to send His Son into the
world to redeem mankind.

They are placed at the start of the yearly cycle to empha-
size the fact that humanity’s redemption was decreed before
all ages and that as the author and controller of creation.
The All Holy Trinity, out of an incomprehensible love, in-
tervened in human affairs to accomplish this divine mission.

The first Feast encountered in September is The Nativ-
ity of the Theotokos, one of the Church’s Twelve Great
Feasts, celebrated on September 8th. We understand
through the commemoration of this event that just as
Christ’s entrance into the world was pre-ordained by God
so also was that of the Theotokos. The beginning of our
salvation is heralded by the Virgin Mary’s miraculous birth
to St. Anna. The Theotokos, the living vessel through which
the eternal Word of God assumed flesh, became the divinely
appointed instrument that enabled Christ to eternally unite
heaven and earth, God and man and redeem all of creation.

To further emphasize the pre-determined events of
God’s salvation plan the Church observes on the day fol-
lowing the commemoration of the birth of Panagia the
Synaxis of the Holy Ancestors of God, Sts. Joachim and

Anna. The feast reflects the pious tradition recorded in the
2nd century Protoevangelium of James that the Virgin
Mary was miraculously born to the childless couple after an
angel appeared to the barren St. Anna and revealed to her
that in answer to her prayers she would conceive.

The Feast further illustrates God’s the Father’s complete
knowledge and control of human events and His supernatu-
ral intervention into them to accomplish His divine will.

This profound truth is once again set before the faithful
with the Feast of the Conception of the Forerunner, St. John
the Baptist, celebrated on September 23rd. The details of
the event are recorded in Luke’s Gospel, which begins by
describing the aged, pious and childless couple Zechariah,
the priest and his wife Elizabeth. Luke tells us that as
Zechariah is serving in the Temple, the angel Gabriel ap-
pears to him and announces that his barren wife will have a
son who will be a great Prophet. Six months later Gabriel
appears to the Virgin Mary and reveals to her that she will
bear the Son of God. So it was that Elizabeth gave birth to
St. John six months before the birth of the promised Mes-
siah for whom he would prepare the way and one day bap-
tize in the river Jordan. This Feast, just as the two previ-
ously discussed, once again discloses God’s unveiling in
time of His eternal plan for mankind’s deliverance.

Through these September Feasts, the initial events of our
salvation are once again made present to the Church. What
God accomplished returns perpetually to us in our worship.

And, in order that we do not forget that Christ’s ultimate
victory over sin and death was won through His Passion,
Death and Resurrection the Church places on September
14th, in the midst of these other Feasts, the Feast of the El-
evation of The Cross that commemorates St. Helen’s find-
ing of the true Cross. The Cross towers majestically in the
middle of the month to remind us of our Lord’s sacrifice on
Calvary and to urge us to earnestly seek and find the true
Cross in our own hearts and lives.

SEPTEMBER: THE MONTH OF SPIRITUAL BEGINNINGS

Ê¤ÚÔ˘Ó ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹ ·ÙÌfiÛÊ·ÈÚ· ÛÙËÓ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿ Ì·˜.
µÚ›ÛÎÔÌ·È ÎÔÓÙ¿ Û·˜ Ï›ÁÔ ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÔ ·fi ¤Ó· ¯ÚfiÓÔ

Î·È ÌÔÚÒ Ó· ˆ ÌÂ ÂÈÏÈÎÚ›ÓÂÈ· fiÙÈ Ë ÂÌÂÈÚ›· ÌÔ˘ Â›Ó·È
ı·˘Ì¿ÛÈ·. ¢ÂÓ ÙÔ ÈÛÙÂ‡ˆ fiÛÔ ÁÚ‹ÁÔÚ· ¤Ú·ÛÂ Ô ̄ ÚfiÓÔ˜.
∞Ó Û˘ÓÂ¯›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ó· ·Á·Ô‡ÌÂ Î·È Ó· ÛÂ‚fiÌ·ÛÙÂ Ô ¤Ó·˜ ÙÔÓ
¿ÏÏÔÓ, ÌÔÚÔ‡ÌÂ Ó· Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ ‚¿ÏÂÈ ÙÔ Ì˘·Ïfi Ì·˜.
Œ¯Ô˘ÌÂ fiÏÂ˜ ÙÈ˜ ··Ú·›ÙËÙÂ˜ ËÁ¤˜ ÛÙËÓ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿ Ì·˜
ÁÈ· Ó· Î·Ù·Ê¤ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ÔÔÈÔ‰‹ÔÙÂ ¤ÚÁÔ. ∂ª∂π™ ÙÔ ÌfiÓÔ
Ô˘ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ Ó· Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ Â›Ó·È ÙÔ ÚÒÙÔ ‚‹Ì·, Ó· ·ÎÔ˘ÛÙÂ›
Ë ÊˆÓ‹ Ì·˜ Î·È Ó· ÂÈ‚¿ÏÔ˘ÌÂ ÙË ·ÚÔ˘Û›· Ì·˜. ∞˘Ùfi
Â›Ó·È ÙÔ ÎÏÂÈ‰› ÙË˜ ÂÈÙ˘¯›·˜, ·ÏÏ¿ ÁÈ· Ó· Êı¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ
Û’·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ÛÙfi¯Ô ¶ƒ∂¶∂π ¡∞ ∂ƒ°∞™∆√Àª∂ √§√π
ª∞∑π!! ¢∂¡ À¶∞ƒÃ∂π «∂°ø» ™∆∏¡ √ª∞¢π∫∏
∂ƒ°∞™π∞. ¶Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ÂÚÁ·ÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ ÌÂ ÙÔ ÓÂ‡Ì· ∆∏™
√ª∞¢π∫∏™ ¶ƒ√™¶∞£∂π∞™. £˘Ì¿ÛÙÂ ÙÔ ÙÚ·ÁÔ‡‰È
«∂πª∞™∆∂ √π∫√°∂¡∂π∞» ·˘Ùfi ·ÎÚÈ‚Ò˜ Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ Â‰Ò
ÛÙÔÓ ÕÁÈÔ ¡ÈÎfiÏ·Ô. ∂›Ì·ÛÙÂ ÌÈ· ÌÂÁ¿ÏË ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ· Ô˘
Û˘ÓÂÚÁ¿˙ÂÙ·È ÁÈ· ÙÔ ÎÔÈÓfi Î·Ïfi fiÏˆÓ.

À¿Ú¯Ô˘Ó ‰‡Ô ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎÔ› ÙÔÌÂ›˜ Ô˘ Ú¤ÂÈ Ó·

ª‹Ó˘Ì· ·fi ÙÔÓ ¶·Ù¤Ú· ªÈ¯·‹Ï §. ¶·ÛÙÚÈÎfi
∞Ô ÙËÓ ÛÂÏ›‰· 2 ÚÔÛ¤ÍÔ˘ÌÂ È‰È·›ÙÂÚ·. ∂›Ó·È Ë ÛÔ˘‰·ÈfiÙËÙ· Û˘ÌÌÂÙÔ¯‹˜

ÙˆÓ ·È‰ÈÒÓ ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· Î·È ÛÙÈ˜ ÂÎ‰ËÏÒÛÂÈ˜ ÙË˜ Ô˘
ÂÚÈÏ·Ì‚¿ÓÔ˘Ó ıÚËÛÎÂ˘ÙÈÎ‹ ÂÎ·›‰Â˘ÛË. ∞ÏÏ¿ ÔÈ ÁÔÓÂ›˜
¶ƒ∂¶∂π Ó· Ê¤ÚÓÔ˘Ó Ù· ·È‰È¿ ÙÔ˘˜ ¤ÁÎ·ÈÚ· Î·È Î·ÓÔÓÈÎ¿
ÛÙÔ ∫·ÙË¯ËÙÈÎfi ™¯ÔÏÂ›Ô. Œ¯ˆ ·ÎÔ‡ÛÂÈ ·Ì¤ÙÚËÙÂ˜
‰ÈÎ·ÈÔÏÔÁ›Â˜ ÁÈ·Ù› ÔÈ ÁÔÓÂ›˜ Ê¤ÚÓÔ˘Ó Ù· ·È‰È¿ ·ÚÁ¿ ÛÙË
Ù¿ÍË ÙÔ˘˜. ¶Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ ‰ÂÓ ÈÛÙÂ‡ˆ fiÙÈ ËÁ·›ÓÔ˘Ó Ù·
·È‰È¿ ÙÔ˘˜ ·ÚÁ¿ ÛÙÔ Î·ÓÔÓÈÎfi ÙÔ˘˜ Û¯ÔÏÂ›Ô. °ÔÓÂ›˜,
Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ı˘Ì¿ÛÙÂ fiÙÈ ı· ‰ÒÛÂÙÂ ÏfiÁÔ ÛÙÔ £Âfi ÁÈ· ÙËÓ
¤ÏÏÂÈ„Ë ÚÔÛ¿ıÂÈ·˜ Î·È Û˘ÌÌÂÙÔ¯‹˜ ÙˆÓ ·È‰ÈÒÓ Û·˜
ÛÙËÓ ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹ ÙÔ˘˜ ·Ó¿Ù˘ÍË. ∞Ó Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿
ÈÛÙÂ‡Ô˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ ÌÈ· ∂¡øª∂¡∏ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ· Â‰Ò
ÛÙÔÓ ÕÁÈÔ ¡ÈÎfiÏ·Ô, ÙfiÙÂ ÌfiÓÔ ı· ·Ú¯›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ó· ‚Ï¤Ô˘ÌÂ
ÙÔ˘˜ Î·ÚÔ‡˜ ÙˆÓ ÚÔÛ·ıÂÈÒÓ Ì·˜ Û·Ó ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·.

∏ ÂÔ¯‹ ·˘Ù‹ Â›Ó·È ÔÏ‡ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎ‹ ÁÈ· ÂÌ¤Ó·, ÙËÓ
¶ÚÂÛ‚˘Ù¤Ú· ÌÔ˘ Î·È ÙËÓ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ¿ ÌÔ˘, Î·È ÂÏ›˙ˆ Î·È
Â˘ÂÏÈÛÙÒ ÙÔ ›‰ÈÔ ÁÈ· Û·˜ Î·È ÙÈ˜ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ¤˜ Û·˜. ∞˜
ÌÔÈÚ·ÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ fiÏÔÈ ÙËÓ ·Á¿Ë ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ ÁÈ· Ì·˜, Î·È ·˜
ÌÔÈÚ·ÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ ÙËÓ ·Á¿Ë ∆Ô˘ ÌÂ fiÛÔ˘˜ ÂÈÎÔÈÓˆÓÔ‡ÌÂ.
∫∞§ø™√ƒπ™∞∆∂, Î·È ÚÔÛÂ˘¯ÔÌ·È Ó· ¤¯ÂÙÂ ÌÈ·
ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈ‹ Î·È Â˘ÏÔÁËÌ¤ÓË ¡¤· ∂ÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÙÈÎ‹ ÃÚÔÓÈ¿.
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COMMITMENT, FOCUS, RESPONSIBILITY

À¶√Ãƒ∂ø™∏-™∫√¶√™-∂À£À¡∏

By Eve Lallas

As the historic 2008 Olympic Games have come to an end,
many of us are still in awe of the many accomplishments and
new world records which have been set by the very talented
athletes from countries large and small. Because Michael
Phelps hails from our hometown, we are more familiar with
his background than we are with that of others as we have fol-
lowed his remarkable development over the years.

Beyond Phelps’ personal achievement of earning eight
gold medals in a single Olympiad thus surpassing the thirty-
six year standing record. What does the swimming phenom-
enon offer to us personally? As is the case with all the Olym-
pians, this extraordinary athlete teaches us that COMMIT-
MENT, dedication and innumerable hours of hard work are
vital to success. Michael kept his FOCUS on the goal and
accepted the RESPONSIBILITY it required to enhance his
natural God-given ability. Among his many attributes, those
who know Michael credit him with genuine humility, not ego-
tism.

These qualities were instilled in him and nurtured by his
family, primarily his devoted mother, who beginning in his
formative years, lovingly guided and encouraged Michael’s
efforts and supported him and his coach. She has been the role
model who taught him that COMMITMENT meant keeping
his word, not giving up along the way and that sacrifices had
to be made to achieve his dream.

The Olympians, and Michael in particular, have reminded
us that we must keep our FOCUS on the COMMITMENTS
we make in our daily lives. When we volunteer to work on a
project, whether it be at church, school, or at the workplace,
we must be clear in our priorities and be true to our word;
thus fulfilling our RESPONSIBILITY. Our word should be
our bond; as the saying goes, “Actions speak louder than
words”.

We are also reminded that parental guidance will assure
that children will be RESPONSIBLE, that they show follow-
through on COMMITMENTS made. Whether it be regular
on-time attendance at school, extra-curricular classes, music/
dance rehearsals, sports events, altar service, Sunday School,
etc., for children are quick to learn by observing the examples
set. Quitting a task without a legitimate reason (as easy way
out) should not be an acceptable option, for in doing so, we
let ourselves as well as others down.

Perhaps his character building traits are the gifts that our
Olympian star Michael Phelps gives us; especially to the
youngsters who are in awe of him. For these qualities are im-
planted is us at an early age and serve us well throughout our
lives. As we begin the new Ecclesiastical year and we enroll
our children in the various youth programs that our St. Nicho-
las Church offers, let us keep our priorities in order and guide
them in staying FOCUSED on the COMMITMENTS they
have made.

∞fi ÙËÓ ∂˘·ÁÁÂÏ›· §·Ï¿

∫·ıÒ˜ ÔÈ √Ï˘ÌÈ·ÎÔ› ∞ÁÒÓÂ˜ ÙÔ˘ 2008 Ù¤ÏÂÈˆÛ·Ó,
ÔÏÏÔ› ·fi ÂÌ¿˜ ·ÎfiÌË ı·˘Ì¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ Ù· ÔÏÏ¿
Î·ÙÔÚıÒÌ·Ù· Î·È Ù· Ó¤· ·ÁÎfiÛÌÈ· ÚÂÎfiÚ Ô˘ Î·Ù¤ÚÚË„·Ó
ÔÈ Ù·Ï·ÓÙÔ‡¯ÔÈ ·ıÏËÙ¤˜ ÌÈÎÚÒÓ Î·È ÌÂÁ¿ÏˆÓ ̄ ˆÚÒÓ. ∂ÂÈ‰‹
Ô ª¿ÈÎÏ ºÂÏ˜ Ù˘¯·›ÓÂÈ Ó· Î·Ù¿ÁÂÙ·È ·fi ÙË fiÏË Ì·˜
ÁÓˆÚ›˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÈÔ ÔÏ‡ ÙÔ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ ÙÔ˘ ·fi fiÙÈ ÙˆÓ ¿ÏÏˆÓ,
‰ÈfiÙÈ ·Ú·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÔ‡Û·ÌÂ ÙËÓ ·ÍÈÔı·‡Ì·ÛÙË Â›‰ÔÛ‹ ÙÔ˘ .

¶¤Ú·Ó ÙË˜ ÚÔÛˆÈÎ‹˜ Â›‰ÔÛË˜ ÙÔ˘ º¤Ï˜ Ô˘ Î¤Ú‰ÈÛÂ
ÔÎÙÒ ¯Ú˘Û¿ ÌÂÙ¿ÏÏÈ· ÛÂ ÌÈ· √Ï˘ÌÈ¿‰·, Î·È Ô˘
Î·Ù·ÚÚ›ÙÂÈ ÙÔ ÙÚÈ·ÓÙ·ÎÔÓÙ·ÂÙ¤˜ ¤ÎÙÔ ˘¿Ú¯ÔÓ ÚÂÎfiÚ, ÙÈ
ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÈ ÙÔ Ê·ÈÓfiÌÂÓÔ ÙË˜ ÎÔÏ‡Ì‚ËÛË˜ ÛÂ ÂÌ¿˜
ÚÔÛˆÈÎ¿? Ÿˆ˜ Î·È ÌÂ fiÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ·ıÏËÙ¤˜ ÙË˜
√Ï˘ÌÈÎ·ÎÒÓ ∞ÁÒÓˆÓ Ô Î·Ù·ÏËÎÙÈÎfi˜ ·˘Ùfi˜ ·ıÏËÙ‹˜ Ì·˜
‰È‰¿ÛÎÂÈ fiÙÈ À¶√Ãƒ∂ø™∏, ∞ºO™πø™∏ Î·È ·Ì¤ÙÚËÙÂ˜
ÒÚÂ˜ ÛÎÏËÚ‹˜ ¿ÛÎËÛË˜ Ê¤ÚÓÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ Ô˘ÛÈÒ‰Ë ÂÈÙ˘¯›·. √
ª¿˚ÎÏ Â›¯Â Û˘ÎÁÂÓÙÚˆıÂ› Û’ ¤Ó· ™∫√¶√ Î·È ·Ó¤Ï·‚Â ÙËÓ
∂À£À¡∏ Ô˘ ··ÈÙÂ›ÙÔ ÁÈ· Ó· ÙÔÓÈÛıÂ› Ë Ê˘ÛÈÎ‹ ÙÔ˘
ÈÎ·ÓfiÙËÙ·.ªÂÙ·Í‡ ÙˆÓ ÔÏÏÒÓ ÙÔ˘ ÂÈ‰fiÛÂˆÓ, ÂÎÂ›ÓÔÈ Ô˘
ÁÓˆÚ›˙Ô˘Ó ÙÔÓ ª¿˚ÎÏ Ï¤ÓÂ fiÙÈ ÙÔÓ ‰È·ÎÚ›ÓÂÈ Â‡Ì˘ÊË
·ÏfiÙËÙ· Î·È fi¯È ÂÁˆ˚ÛÌfi˜.

ªÂ ·˘Ù¤˜ ÙÈ˜ ÔÈfiÙËÙÂ˜ Ô˘ ÂÓÛÙ·Ï¿ÎÙËÎ·Ó Ì¤Û· ÙÔ˘ Î·È
Á·ÏÔ˘¯‹ıËÎ·Ó ·fi ÙË ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ¿ ÙÔ˘, ÚÒÙ· ·fi ÙËÓ
ÌËÙ¤Ú· ÙÔ˘, Ë ÔÔ›· ÛÙËÓ ·Ú¯‹, ÙËÓ ÂÔ¯‹ Ô˘
‰È·ÌÔÚÊˆÓfiÙ·Ó ÌÂ ·Á¿Ë Ô‰ËÁÔ‡ÛÂ Î·È ÂÓı¿ÚÚ˘ÓÂ ÙÔÓ
ª¿˚ÎÏ Î·È ÙÔÓ ÂÎ·È‰Â˘Ù‹ ÙÔ˘. ∂›Ó·È ÙÔ ›Ó‰·ÏÌ¿ ÙÔ˘ Ô˘
ÙÔÓ ‰›‰·ÍÂ ÙÈ ÂÛÙ› À¶√Ãƒ∂ø™∏, Ó· ÎÚ·Ù¿ ÙÔ ÏfiÁÔ ÙÔ˘, Ó·
ÌËÓ ·Ú·‰›‰ÂÈ Ù· fiÏ· ÛÙË Ì¤ÛË ÙÔ˘ ÛÎÔÔ‡, Î·È fiÙÈ Ú¤ÂÈ
Ó· Á›ÓÔÓÙ·È ı˘Û›Â˜ ÁÈ· Ó· Á›ÓÂÈ ÙÔ fiÓÂÈÚÔ Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎfiÙËÙ·.

√È Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯ÔÓÙÂ˜ ÛÙÔ˘˜ √Ï˘ÌÈ·ÎÔ‡˜ ∞ÁÒÓÂ˜, Î·È
ÂÈ‰ÈÎfiÙÂÚ· Ô ª¿˚ÎÏ, Ì·˜ ı˘Ì›˙Ô˘Ó fiÙÈ Ú¤ÂÈ Ó·

Û˘ÁÎÂÓÙÚˆÓfiÌ·ÛÙÂ ÛÙÔ ™∫√¶√ ÙˆÓ À¶√Ãƒ∂ø™∂ø¡ ÙË˜
Î·ıËÌÂÚÈÓ‹˜ Ì·˜ ˙ˆ‹˜. ŸÙ·Ó ‰ËÏÒÓÔ˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ ÂıÂÏÔÓÙÈ¿ ı·
‰Ô˘Ï¤„Ô˘ÌÂ ÛÂ ¤Ó· ¤ÚÁÔ, Â›ÙÂ Â›Ó·È ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·, ÙÔ
Û¯ÔÏÂ›Ô ‹ Î¿Ô˘ ·ÏÏÔ‡, Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ‚¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÛÂ Ù¿ÍË ÙÈ˜
ÚÔÙÂÚ·ÈfiÙËÙ¤˜ Ì·˜ Ó· Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ ÂÈÏÈÎÚÈÓÂ›˜ Î·È Ó· ÎÚ·Ù¿ÌÂ
ÙÔ ÏfiÁÔ Ì·˜. ã∂ÙÛÈ ÂÎÏËÚÒÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ ∂À£À¡∏ Ì·˜. √
ÏfiÁÔ˜ Ì·˜ Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· Â›Ó·È Û˘Ì‚fiÏ·ÈÔ, Î·È fiˆ˜ Ï¤ÓÂ «ÔÈ
Ú¿ÍÂÈ˜ ÌÈÏ¿ÓÂ ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÔ ·fi Ù· ÏfiÁÈ·.»

ª·˜ ı˘Ì›˙ÂÈ Â›ÛË˜ fiÙÈ Ë ÁÔÓÈÎ‹ Î·ıÔ‰‹ÁËÛË ÂÍ·ÛÊ·Ï›˙ÂÈ
ÙÔ ·›ÛıËÌ· ÙË˜ ∂À£À¡∏™ ÛÙ· ·È‰È¿, ÁÈ· Ó· ÂÈ‰Â›ÍÔ˘Ó
Û˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ· ÛÙÈ˜ À¶√Ãƒ∂ø™∂π™ Ô˘ ·Ó¤Ï·‚·Ó. ∂›ÙÂ
Î·ÓÔÓÈÎ‹ ·Ú·ÎÔÏÔ‡ıËÛË Â›Ó·È ·˘Ù‹ , ¯ˆÚ›˜ ·Ô˘Û›Â˜, ÛÙÔ
Û¯ÔÏÂ›Ô, Â›ÙÂ ·Ú·ÎÔÏÔ‡ıËÛË ¤ÍÙÚ· Ì·ıËÌ¿ÙˆÓ, ÌÔ˘ÛÈÎ‹˜/
Úfi‚Â˜ ¯ÔÚÔ‡, ÛÔÚÙ˜, ˘ËÚÂÛ›· ÛÙÔ ÈÂÚfi, Î·ÙË¯ËÙÈÎfi
Û¯ÔÏÂ›Ô Î.Ï.. ÂÂÈ‰‹ Ù· ·È‰È¿ Ì·ı·›ÓÔ˘Ó ÁÚ‹ÁÔÚ·
·Ú·ÙËÚÒÓÙ·˜ Ù· ·Ú·‰Â›ÁÌ·Ù· Ô˘ ÙÔ˘˜ ı¤ÙÔ˘Ó.
™Ù·Ì·ÙÒÓÙ·˜ ÙËÓ ÂÎÙ¤ÏÂÛË ÂÓfi˜ ¤ÚÁÔ˘ ¯ˆÚ›˜ ‚·ÛÈÎ‹ ·ÈÙ›·
(¤Ó·˜ Â‡ÎÔÏÔ˜ ÙÚfiÔ˜ ÁÈ· Ó· ·ÔÊÂ‡ÁÔ˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ Â˘ı‡ÓË) ‰ÂÓ
Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· Â›Ó·È ·Ô‰ÂÎÙfi˜, ‰ÈfiÙÈ fiÙ·Ó ÙÔ Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ
·ÔÁÔËÙÂ˘fiÌ·ÛÙÂ ÔÈ ›‰ÈÔÈ Î·È ·ÔÁÔËÙÂ‡Ô˘ÌÂ Î·È ÙÔ˘˜ Á‡Úˆ
Ì·˜.

ÿÛˆ˜ Ù· ÂÈ‰ÈÎ¿ ÁÓˆÚ›ÛÌ·Ù· ÙÔ˘ ¯·Ú·ÛÙ‹Ú· ÙÔ˘ Â›Ó·È Ù·
‰ÒÚ· Ô˘ Ô √Ï˘ÌÈÔÓ›ÎË˜ ∞ÛÙ¤Ú·˜ ª¿˚ÎÏ ºÂÏ˜ Ì·˜ ‰›ÓÂÈ.
∂È‰ÈÎ¿ ÛÙÔ˘˜ Ó¤Ô˘˜ ÔÈ ÔÔ›ÔÈ ÙÔÓ ı·˘Ì¿˙Ô˘Ó, ‰ÈfiÙÈ ·˘Ù¤˜ ÔÈ
ÔÈfiÙËÙÂ˜ Ì·˜ ÂÌÓ¤Ô˘Ó ÛÙË ÓÂ·Ú‹ Ì·˜ ËÏÈÎ›· Î·È Ì·˜
˘ËÚÂÙÔ‡Ó Â›ÛË˜ Û’ ÔÏfiÎÏËÚË ÙË ˙ˆ‹ Ì·˜. ∫·ıÒ˜
·Ú¯›˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÙÔ Ó¤Ô ∂ÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÙÈÎfi ã∂ÙÔ˜ , Î·È ÁÚ¿ÊÔ˘ÌÂ Ù·
·È‰È¿ Ì·˜ ÛÙ· ‰È¿ÊÔÚ· ÚÔÁÚ¿ÌÌ·Ù· ÙË˜ ÓÂÔÏ·›·˜ Ô˘
ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÈ Ë ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ· ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘, ·˜
ÎÚ·Ù‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ ÚˆÙÂÚ·ÈfiÙËÙÂ˜ Ì·˜ ÛÂ Ù¿ÍË Î·È Ó· Ù·
Ô‰ËÁ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ó· ÛÙ·ıÔ‡Ó ÛÙ·ıÂÚÔ› ÛÙÔ ™∫√¶√ ÙÔ˘˜ Î·È ÛÙÈ˜
À¶√Ãƒ∂ø™∂π™ Ô˘ ·Ó¤Ï·‚·Ó.
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS
EXISTING AND NEW PROGRAMS – 2008-2009

The Greek School Committee along with Fr. Michael
Pastrikos, our Principal, Eleni Monopolis and our teachers wel-
come everyone, new and returning students to an exciting school
year. We will once again offer the following classes: First, Second,
Third, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth grades. As well as Beginner and
Intermediate classes for conversational Greek. These classes will
continue to operate twice a week (Monday and Wednesday, or
Tuesday and Thursday) for an hour and a half. History and dance
classes will be held every other Friday for an hour and a half.

In addition, we are planning and preparing the following NEW
programs.
First: Daily Pre-school for ages 3 to 4 (for those who do not
attend the American pre-school programs). It will operate Mon-
day through Friday, from 9 am to 12 noon. Every Friday after-
noon, the children of this program will have an additional half
hour of dance instructions. The cost for this program will be
$1,200/year ($150 x 8 months). Deposit $120.00 per child.
Second: An Afternoon Pre-school for ages 4 and 5. This will
operate twice a week (Monday and Wednesday OR Tuesday and
Thursday OR all four days) from 4:30 to 6 pm, OR from 6 to 7:30
pm (depending on the parents’ time preference. The children en-
rolled in this program will also have an additional half hour of
dance instructions each Friday afternoon. The cost will be $530/
year for twice a week OR $1,060 for four days a week. Deposit:
$50/child for twice a week OR $100/child for four times a week.
Third: Seventh Grade – To those interested in advancing their
Greek education, we would offer a seventh grade class once or
twice a week for an hour and a half. Cost will be $265/year per
student for once a week, OR $530/year per student for twice a
week. Deposit $25 per student once a week, OR $50 per student
for twice a week.
Fourth: Class for Adults – Anyone interested in learning the
Greek language will have the opportunity to do so. Starting this
month, we will have a class for adults. It will meet in the evening
from 6 – 7:30 pm once or twice a week depending on your re-
sponse and preference. The cost will be: $500/year per student for
once a week OR $1,000/year per student for twice a week. De-
posit: $50 for once week per student, OR $100 for twice a week
per student.

Please note that participation in the above-mentioned pro-
grams requires that you are members in good standing of our
Church. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact the Greek School office at 410-633-5020.

The Agiasmos for the upcoming Greek School year will take
place on Friday, September 12 at 6 pm. inside the church. All stu-
dents and parents are urged to attend. Class schedules will also be
handed out that evening after the services.

At this time, we would like to say Thank you

(EVHARISTOUME) to Mrs. Eugenia Kalis (who retired this
past June) for the many years of teaching and her extra service
she devoted to the Greek School Program and we would also like
to extend our Best Wishes to her upon her retirement. We would
also like to take this opportunity to WELCOME our two new
teachers who will be joining the St. Nicholas Afternoon Greek
School staff. They are: Vasiliki Kalogranis and Evgenia

Kanakis. Kalos Orisate to our Church and our Community.

¡∂∞ ∆OÀ ∂§§∏¡π∫OÀ ™ÃO§∂πOÀ
¡∂√ ∫∞π ¶∞§∞π√ ™Ã√§π∫√ ¶ƒ√°ƒ∞ªª∞ - 2008-2009

∏ ™¯ÔÏÈÎ‹ ∂ÈÙÚÔ‹ ÙÔ˘ ∂ÏÏËÓÈÎÔ‡ ™¯ÔÏÂ›Ô˘, Ô ¶·Ù‹Ú

COMMUNITY NEWS  -  ∫Oπ¡O∆π∫∞ ¡∂A
ªÈ¯·‹Ï ¶·ÛÙÚÈÎfi˜, Ë ¢ÈÂ˘ı‡ÓÙÚÈ· Î. ∂Ï¤ÓË ªÔÓfiˆÏË Î·È ÔÈ
‰·ÛÎ¿ÏÂ˜ Ì·˜, Î·ÏˆÛÔÚ›˙Ô˘Ó fiÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ Ì·ıËÙ¤˜, Ù· Ó¤·
·È‰È¿ Î·È ·˘Ù¿ Ô˘ ÂÈÛÙÚ¤ÊÔ˘Ó, Î·È ÙÔ˘˜ Â‡¯ÔÓÙ·È Î·Ï‹
¯ÚÔÓÈ¿.

ı· ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔ˘ÌÂ Î·È ¿ÏÈ ÙÈ˜ ›‰ÈÂ˜ Ù¿ÍÂÈ˜: ¶ÚÒÙË, ¢Â˘Ù¤Ú·,
∆Ú›ÙË, ∆ÂÙ¿ÚÙË, ¶¤ÌÙË Î·È ŒÎÙË, Î·ıÒ˜ Î·È ÙÈ˜ Ù¿ÍÂÈ˜
ÚÔÊÔÚÈÎË˜ ‰È‰·ÛÎ·Ï›·˜ ∂ÏÏËÓÈÎÒÓ, ¶ÚÒÙÔ˘ Î·È ¢Â˘Ù¤ÚÔ˘
ÂÈ¤‰Ô˘. √È Ù¿ÍÂÈ˜ ·˘Ù¤˜ ı· Û˘ÓÂ¯›ÛÔ˘Ó Ó· ÏÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁÔ‡Ó ‰‡Ô
ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰· (¢Â˘Ù¤Ú· Î·È ∆ÂÙ¿ÚÙË ‹ ∆Ú›ÙË ∫·È
¶¤ÌÙË) ÁÈ· ÌÈ¿ÌÈÛË ÒÚ· Î¿ıÂ ÊÔÚ¿. πÛÙÔÚ›· Î·È ¯ÔÚfi˜ ı·
‰È‰¿ÛÎÔÓÙ·È ÂÈÛË˜ Î¿ıÂ ‰Â‡ÙÂÚË ¶·Ú·ÛÎÂ˘‹ ÁÈ· ÌÈ¿ÌÈÛË ÒÚ·.

¶ÚÔÂÙÔÈÌ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ Ù· ·ÎfiÏÔ˘ı· ¡∂∞ ¶ƒ√°ƒ∞ªª∞∆∞ :
¶ÚÒÙÔÓ: ∏ÌÂÚ‹ÛÈÔ ¶ÚÔ-ÓËÂÈ·ÁˆÁÂ›Ô, ÁÈ· ·È‰È¿ ËÏÈÎ›·˜ 3

Î·È 4 ÂÙÒÓ (ÁÈ· ·È‰È¿ Ô˘ ‰ÂÓ ·Ú·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÔ‡Ó ∞ÌÂÚÈÎ·ÓÈÎfi
¶ÚÔ-ÓËÂÈ·ÁˆÁÂ›Ô). £· ÏÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁÂ› ·fi ¢Â˘Ù¤Ú· Ì¤¯ÚÈ Î·È
¶·Ú·ÛÎÂ˘‹, ·fi ÙÈ˜ 9 ÙÔ Úˆ˝ Ì¤¯ÚÈ ÙÈ˜ 12 ÙÔ ÌÂÛËÌ¤ÚÈ. ∫¿ıÂ
¶·Ú·ÛÂÎ˘‹, ÙÔ ·fiÁÂ˘Ì·, Ù· ·È‰È¿ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ‰È‰·ÛÎ·Ï›· ¯ÔÚÔ‡
ÁÈ· ÌÈÛ‹ ÒÚ·. ∆· ‰›‰·ÎÙÚ· Â›Ó·È $1,200/ÁÈ· fiÏÔ ÙÔ Û¯ÔÏÈÎfi
¤ÙÔ˜ ($150 Ã 8 Ì‹ÓÂ˜). ¶ÚÔÎ·Ù·‚ÔÏ‹ $120 Î·È Î¿ıÂ ·È‰›.
¢Â‡ÙÂÚÔÓ: ∞ÔÁÂ˘ÌÂÙÈÓfi ÓËÂÈ·ÁˆÁÂ›Ô ÁÈ· ·È‰È¿ ËÏÈÎ›·˜ 4

Î·È 5 ÂÙÒÓ. ∆Ô ¶ÚfiÁÚ·ÌÌ· ·˘Ùfi ı· ÏÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁÂ› ‰‡Ô ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ
Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰· (¢Â˘Ù¤Ú· Î·È ∆ÂÙ¿ÚÙË ◊ ∆Ú›ÙË Î·È ¶¤ÌÙË ◊ Î·È ÙÈ˜
Ù¤ÛÛÂÚÂÈ˜ ËÌ¤ÚÂ˜) ·fi ÙÈ˜ 4:30 ¤ˆ˜ ÙÈ˜ 6 Ì.Ì ◊ ·fi ÙÈ˜ 6:00
Ì¤¯ÚÈ ÙÈ˜ 7:30 Ì.Ì. (ÂÍ·ÚÙ¿Ù·È ·fi ÙÔ˘˜ ÁÔÓÂ›˜ ÔÈ· ÒÚ· ı·
ÚÔÙÈÌ‹ÛÔ˘Ó). ∆· ·È‰È¿ Û’·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ¶ÚfiÁÚ·ÌÌ· ı¿¯Ô˘Ó ÎÈ’
·˘Ù¿ ÌÈÛ‹ ÒÚ· ¯ÔÚfi Î¿ıÂ ¶·Ú·ÛÎÂ˘‹ ·fiÁÂ˘Ì·. ∆· ‰›‰·ÎÙÚ·
ÁÈ’ ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ¶ÚfiÁÚ·ÌÌ· ı· Â›Ó·È $530, ÁÈ· ‰‡Ô ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ
Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰· Î·È $1,060 ÁÈ· Ù¤ÛÛÛÂÚÂÈ˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ Â‚Ô‰Ì¿‰·.
¶ÚÔÎ·Ù·‚ÔÏ‹ $50/ÁÈ· ‰‡Ô ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰· ◊ $100 ÁÈ·
Ù¤ÛÛÂÚÂÈ˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰· ÁÈ· Î¿ıÂ ·È‰›.
∆Ú›ÙÔÓ: ∂‚‰fiÌË ∆¿ÍË — ∏ Ù¿ÍË ·˘Ù‹ ‰ËÌÈÔ˘ÚÁÂ›Ù·È ÁÈ· fiÛÔ˘˜
Ì·ıËÙ¤˜ ÂÓ‰È·Ê¤ÚÔÓÙ·È Ó· ÚÔ¯ˆÚ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÛÂ ·ÓÒÙÂÚÔ Â›Â‰Ô
ÙË ÂÏÏËÓÈÎ‹ ÙÔ˘˜ ÂÎ·›‰Â˘ÛË, Î·È ı· ÏÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁÂ› Ì›· ‹ ‰‡Ô
ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰·, ÌÈ¿ÌÈÛË ÒÚ· Î¿ıÂ ÊÔÚ¿. ∆· ‰›‰·ÎÙÚ· ı·
Â›Ó·È $265 ÙÔ ¯ÚfiÓÔ ÁÈ· Î¿ıÂ Ì·ıËÙ‹, ÌÈ· ÊÔÚ¿ ÙËÓ Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰·,
◊ $530 ÙÔ ¯ÚfiÓÔ ÁÈ· ‰‡Ô ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰·. ¶ÚÔÎ·Ù·‚ÔÏ‹
$25 ÁÈ· Î¿ıÂ Ì·ıËÙ‹ ÌÈ· ÊÔÚ¿ ÙËÓ Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰· ◊ $50 ÁÈ· ‰‡Ô
ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ Â‚Ô‰Ì¿‰·.
∆¤Ù·ÚÙÔÓ: ∆¿ÍË ∂ÓËÏ›ÎˆÓ - ŸÔÈÔ˜ ÂÓ‰È·Ê¤ÚÂÙ·È Ó· Ì¿ıÂÈ ÙËÓ
ÂÏÏËÓÈÎ‹ ÁÏÒÛÛ· Â›Ó·È Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· ÙÒÚ· Ó· ÁÚ·ÊÙÂ› Û’ Û˘Ù‹ ÙË
Ù¿ÍË. ∞Ú¯›˙ÔÓÙ·˜ ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ Ì‹Ó·, ı· ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ Ù¿ÍË ÂÓËÏ›ÎˆÓ. £·
‰È‰¿ÛÎÔÓÙ·È ÙÔ ·fiÁÂ˘Ì· ·fi ÙÈ˜ 6:00 Ì¤¯ÚÈ ÙÈ˜ 7:30 Ì.Ì. Ì›· ‹
‰‡Ô ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ Â‚Ô‰Ì¿‰·, ÎÈ ·˘Ùfi ÂÍ·ÚÙ¿Ù·È ·fi ÙËÓ
·ÓÙ·fiÎÚÈÛË Î·È ÚÔÙ›ÌËÛË ÙˆÓ ÂÓ‰È·ÊÂÚÔÌ¤ÓˆÓ. ∆·
‰›‰·ÎÙÚ· Â›Ó·È $500 ÙÔ ¯ÚfiÓÔ ÁÈ· Î¿ıÂ ¿ÙÔÌÔ/ÌÈ· ÊÔÚ¿ ÙËÓ
Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰·, ◊ $1,000/ ÙÔ ¯ÚfiÓÔ ÁÈ· ‰‡Ô ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰·.
¶ÚÔÎ·Ù·‚ÔÏ‹ $50 ÁÈ· ·Ú·ÎÔÏÔ‡ıËÛË ÌÈ· ÊÔÚ¿ ÙËÓ Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰·
Î·È $100 ÁÈ· ·Ú·ÎÔÏÔ‡ıËÛË ‰‡Ô ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰·, ÁÈ·
Î¿ıÂ ¿ÙÔÌÔ.

™·˜ ˘ÂÓı˘Ì›˙Ô˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ ÁÈ· Ó· Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯ÂÙÂ ÛÙ· ·Ú·¿Óˆ
ÚÔÁÚ¿ÌÌ·Ù· Ú¤ÂÈ ··Ú·›ÙËÙ· Ó· Â›ÛÙÂ Ì¤ÏË ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ¿ ÂÓ
Ù¿ÍÂÈ ÚÔ˜ ÙËÓ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ· ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘. ∞Ó ¤¯ÂÙÂ
ÂÚˆÙ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ‹ ı¤ÏÂÙÂ Â› Ï¤ÔÓ ÏËÚÔÊÔÚ›Â˜, ·Ú·Î·ÏÂ›ÛÙÂ Ó·
ÂÈÎÔÈÓˆÓ‹ÛÂÙÂ ÌÂ ÙÔ ∂ÏÏËÓÈÎfi ™¯ÔÏÂ›Ô ÙËÏÂÊˆÓÒÓÙ·˜ ÛÙÔ
410-633-5020.

√ ∞ÁÈ·ÛÌfi˜ ÙÔ˘ ™¯ÔÏÂ›Ô˘ ÁÈ· ÙÔ Ó¤Ô Û¯ÔÏÈÎfi ¤ÙÔ˜ ı· Á›ÓÂÈ
ÙË ¶·Ú·ÛÎÂ˘‹, 12 ™ÂÙÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘, 2008 ÛÙÈ˜ 6 Ì.Ì. Ì¤Û· ÛÙËÓ
∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·. ¶·Ú·Î·ÏÔ‡ÓÙ·È Ó· ¤ÏıÔ˘Ó fiÏÔÈ ÔÈ Ì·ıËÙ¤˜ ÌÂ ÙÔ˘˜
ÁÔÓÂ›˜ ÙÔ˘˜. ∆Ô ÚfiÁÚ·ÌÌ· ÙˆÓ Ù¿ÍÂˆÓ ı· ‰ÔıÂ› ÛÙÔ˘˜ ÁÔÓÂ›˜
ÌÂÙ¿ ÙÔÓ ∞ÁÈ·ÛÌfi.

∂ãÂ˘Î·ÈÚ›· ı¤ÏÔ˘ÌÂ Ó· Ô‡ÌÂ ∂ÀÃ∞ƒπ™∆ø ÛÙËÓ Î.
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∂˘ÁÂÓ›· ∫¿ÏË (Ë ÔÔ›· Û˘ÓÙ·ÍÈÔ‰ÔÙ‹ıËÎÂ ÙÔÓ πÔ‡ÓÈÔ) ÁÈ· ÙËÓ
ÔÏ˘ÂÙ‹ ‰È‰·ÛÎ·Ï›· ÙË˜ Î·È Û˘Ì‚ÔÏ‹ ÙË˜ ÛÙÔ ÚfiÁÚ·ÌÌ· ÙÔ˘
∂ÏÏËÓÈÎÔ‡ ™¯ÔÏÂ›Ô˘ Î·È ÙË˜ Â˘¯fiÌÂı· ·Ó ·Á·ıfiÓ. ∂›ÛË˜
∫∞§ø™√ƒπ∑√Àª∂ ÙÈ˜ ‰‡Ô Î·ÈÓÔ‡ÚÁÈÂ˜ ‰·ÛÎ¿ÏÂ˜ Ì·˜ Ô˘
ı· ‰È‰¿ÍÔ˘Ó ÛÙÔ ∂ÏÏËÓÈÎfi Ì·˜ ™¯ÔÏÂ›Ô, ÙËÓ Î. µ·ÛÈÏÈÎ‹

∫·ÏÔÁÚ¿ÓË Î·È ÙËÓ Î. ∂˘ÁÂÓ›· ∫·Ó¿ÎË. ∫·ÏˆÛÔÚ›Û·ÙÂ ÛÙËÓ
∫ÔÈÓÙfiÙËÙ¿ Ì·˜.

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
We hope everyone had a relaxing and safe summer. It is hard

to believe that another year full of activities is just around the
corner. The Philoptochos calendar, membership forms and enve-
lopes have been mailed out. Please take a few minutes to look at
our calendar and fill out your membership form and mail it back
to us along with your dues in the envelope that was enclosed.

Our first meeting of the year will take place on Wednesday,
September 10th at 7 pm. We will be serving refreshments. Please
come and bring a friend and/or neighbor. We will look forward to
seeing you there.

Our annual bingo is scheduled for Friday, October 24th. Doors
will open at 5:30 pm and bingo will start at 6:00 pm. The cost of
admission is $10 per person. Food and refreshments will be avail-
able for purchase. Bring some friends and relatives for a great
time. For ticket information, please contact Kelly Papadopoulos
at 410-256-6362. The October meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, October 1st at 7 pm. Please mark your calendars!

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
On Sunday, September 21st, Sunday school begins. The staff of

the Sunday school once again looks forward to teaching our chil-
dren and young adults about our Greek Orthodox Church. Regis-
tration will take place on Sundays, September 7th and 14th right
after church services in the small hall. Please bring your children/
grandchildren to register so that they may continue to grow and
learn more about our Orthodox faith.

We want to Welcome back those returning teachers and stu-
dents. But we are also asking for dedicated volunteers who can
give one day a week to use their God given talent and time by
becoming a Sunday school teacher or aide. Unfortunately, we had
to say goodbye to several of our young staff because they were
going away to college. They will be missed. Thus we have sev-

eral openings. If you are interested, please contact Emily

Cossis at 410-636-0034, Sophia Gerapetritis at 410-245-6220

or you may call the church office at 410-633-5020.

Our 2008-2009 program will continue to instill in our young
people the importance of God in our lives. Through the various
lessons we hope that our children will continue to learn who God,
Jesus, the Virgin Mary and our Saints are and how we need to stay
in touch with them by coming to church regularly, by reading the
Bible and by learning the Orthodox prayers. Parents we urge you
to make sure you bring your children to church by 10 am, so they
can be a part of the Divine Liturgy and participate in Holy Com-
munion. After Holy Communion, the students will then report to
their classrooms for their lessons.

From Preschool to 6th Grade, the kids will learn the main theme
of “Loving God,” “Growing with God” and “Knowing Christ.” In
the Middle School grades and up to 10th Grade, the new CANA
curriculum will concentrate on “The Sacraments of the Orthodox
Church,” “Worship in the Orthodox Church,” “The Creed” and
“Why the Creed is the foundation of our Faith.” These are de-
signed to engage teenagers by showing them how Orthodoxy is

applicable to their everyday lives through a variety of contempo-
rary issues.

A teacher once asked his students this riddle. “In what way are
a flower, a flute, and a candle alike?” We don’t usually think of a
flower, a candle and a flute being much alike. But they are. Can
you guess in what way? One boy in the class answered, “They’re
all made by God.” Of course, he was right. But they are also alike
in another way. And the answer is... Wait, ask your son or daugh-
ter what the answer is after they attend their Sunday school les-
sons and go over the answer with their teacher. We’ll print some
of their answers and the correct answer next month.

Y.A.L. (Young Adult League) NEWS
The St. Nicholas Parish is trying to re-introduce this vital adult

group. We are so excited, because we know that group of indi-
viduals will certainly re-generate the enthusiasm of our parish.
You will be able to meet new friends and create bonding relation-
ships with your peers.

We would like to invite all of you to the first scheduled meet-
ing that will be held at the church hall on Sunday, September 28th.
This will be great because in our first gathering we can discuss the
future plans of our YAL.

YAL has been established within our Archdiocese for many
years. It is a growing organization. It’s time as young adults that
we pay attention to our spiritual future. After GOYA, there are
not too many things that Young Adults can do in their parishes.

By joining our group, you will have the opportunity to serve
your parish, to meet new and exciting young people like you be-
tween the ages of 18-35. We have so many plans for the future of
this group. Some are:

A. Inviting religious speakers
B. Adult basketball teams
C. Fire side chats, retreats
D. Traveling to different places
E. Participating in YAL Conventions all over the US

Many more exciting opportunities instilled in the future are
planned for you. If you are interested in participating, please call
the church office or fill out this application form and return it as
soon as possible to the church or better yet, bring it with you to
the September 28th meeting.

————————✂- - - - - - ✂————————

NAME: ___________________________________

ADDRESS: ________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: _________________________

TELEPHONE NO.: _________________________

E-MAIL: __________________________________

————————✂- - - - - - ✂————————
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 Continued on page 10



PAGE 10 September/™ÂÙ¤Ì‚ÚÈÔ˜, 2008KOINONIA

COMMUNITY NEWS  -  ∫Oπ¡O∆π∫∞ ¡∂A
G.O.Y.A. News

We would like to welcome back our St. Nicholas Goyans from
their summer vacations. We can tell for a fact that we missed your
beautiful smiling faces.

During the summer, church was not the same without you.
Now that you are all back, we would like to inform you that the
first official meeting will take place at the church on Monday,
September 8th at 7:00 pm.

At this meeting, Fr. Michael is inviting all the current advisors
and members and new members who have reached the age of 13
to join GOYA and become a part of this very important and dy-
namic organization. We would also like to invite the parents of
Goyans to join us at this meeting, so they may also become fa-
miliar with what this organization is all about.

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US.
Fr. Michael Pastrikos

Dear Goyans
I would also like to welcome everyone back for another excit-

ing year at St. Nicholas church. I know last year was fun but this
year is going to be even better. Not only will we play in basket-
ball tournaments, but also I will try to arrange more get togethers
so we can see more of each other.

For those of you thinking about joining GOYA, I think you
should and if you don’t you are missing out. I made a lot of great
friends and I hope to make many new ones in my remaining years
in GOYA.

I would also like to say that I am very excited for this upcom-
ing year in GOYA. I have taken on the responsibility of being
President and I will do all that I can to make this year the best
GOYA has ever seen.

Georgios Theoharis
President, Jr. GOYA

J.O.Y. NEWS
Although our J.O.Y. program was just introduced last Septem-

ber, it received a favorable response from the parents who have
potential J.O.Y. children at home. Our St. Nicholas J.O.Y. pro-
gram is very important in the life of our youngsters. It allows
them to intermingle and associate with one another and give them
the opportunity to join in with children of their faith.

Our Director, Popi Angelos, along with her advisors worked
hard to organize this program, and to give it their full attention
and their utmost commitment. In the beginning, we started with
11 children and now we have over 38 enrolled. In our parish, we
have the potential to enroll over 100 children in this program.
Please help us to reach that goal. Meetings are held one Saturday
a month starting at 12 noon.
LOVE OF CHURCH & FAITH STARTS YOUNG

As Greek parents, we strive very hard to instill in our children
a great love for our heritage, our culture, and most importantly
our Orthodox faith. Instilling these values begins at a young age
when children’s minds and personalities are open to intellectual,
social and spiritual influences.

The J.O.Y. program of St. Nicholas provides wonderful oppor-
tunities for our children to socialize with one another as they learn
about our faith through hands-on, interactive and fun activities.
The feedback we’ve received from both the children and their
parents so far has been extraordinary! Please consider joining us!

Who: Boys and Girls ages 6-12

When: Saturday, September 13th from 12 noon to 2 pm

Where: St. Nicholas Church small hall
Registration of new members will take place at our first meet-

ing. Need more information or have questions? Please contact
Popi Angelos at 410-823-7023.

ALTAR BOYS NEEDED
Fr. Michael would like to welcome back all the Altar Boys to

another fruitful and exciting year. You had plenty of time over
the summer to rest; now it’s time to re-energize yourself with
Christ.

Fr. Michael is extending an invitation to all our young men in
the parish who have reached the age of 8 to come and serve God
by serving as an Altar boy. There is a saying “Once you tried it,
you will want more.” This is very true, ask anyone who has expe-
rienced the feeling of serving God in the Altar. The memories will
always be cherished.

There will be an Altar boy meeting on Saturday, September
13th at 11 am at the church.

Ãƒ∂π∞∑Oª∞™∆∂ π∂ƒO¶∞π¢∂™
√ ¶·Ù‹Ú ªÈ¯·‹Ï ı¿ıÂÏÂ Ó· Î·ÏˆÛÔÚ›ÛÂÈ fiÏ· Ù· ·È‰È¿ Ô˘

˘ËÚÂÙÔ‡Ó ÛÙÔ πÂÚfi Î·È Ó· ÙÔ˘˜ Â˘¯ËıÂ› Î·Ï‹ ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿. ∂›¯·ÙÂ
·ÚÎÂÙfi ¯ÚfiÓÔ Ó· ÍÂÎÔ˘Ú·ÛÙÂ›ÙÂ ÙÔ Î·ÏÔÎ·›ÚÈ, ÙÒÚ· Â›Ó·È
Î·ÈÚfi˜ Ó· ‰Ú·ÛÙËÚÈÔÔÈËıÂ›ÙÂ ÁÈ·ÙÔ ÃÚÈÛÙfi.

√ ¶·Ù‹Ú ªÈ¯·‹Ï Î·ÏÂ› fiÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ Ó¤Ô˘˜ ÙË˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·˜
·fi 8 ÂÙÒÓ Î·È ¿Óˆ Ó· ¤ÏıÔ˘Ó Ó· ̆ ËÚÂÙ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÛÙÔ πÂÚfi. §¤ÓÂ
fiÙÈ «ŸÙ·Ó ¤ÏıÂÈ˜ ÌÈ· ÊÔÚ¿, ı¤ÏÂÈ˜ Ó¿ÚıÂÈ˜ ÎÈ ¿ÏÏÂ˜.» ∫È ·˘Ùfi
Â›Ó·È ·Ï‹ıÂÈ·, ÚˆÙÂ›ÛÙÂ Î¿ÔÈÔÓ Ô˘ ¤¯ÂÈ Â›Ú· Î·È ¤¯ÂÈ
˘ËÚÂÙ‹ÛÂÈ ÙÔÓ ∫‡ÚÈÔ ÛÙÔ πÂÚfi. √È ·Ó·ÌÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ Â›Ó·È ¿ÓÙ·
Â˘¯¿ÚÈÛÙÂ˜.

∆Ô ™¿‚‚·ÙÔ, 13 ™ÂÙÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘, 11 .Ì. ı· Û˘ÓÂ‰ÚÈ¿ÛÔ˘Ó ÔÈ
πÂÚfi·È‰Â˜, ÛÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·.

BIBLE STUDY CLASS
Bible Study sessions will once again resume with many excit-

ing and informative lessons for those who wish to learn more
about their faith, religion and God.

Our first session will begin on Tuesday, September 23rd at 7 pm
at the church. Please bring a friend for Good Learning Experi-
ence.

ª∞£∏ª∞∆∞ ∫∞∆∏Ã∏™∏™
√È Û˘ÓÂ‰ÚÈ¿ÛÂÈ˜ ÙË˜ ∫·Ù‹¯ËÛË˜ ı· Í·Ó·Ú¯›ÛÔ˘Ó ÌÂ ÔÏÏ¿

ÏËÚÔÊÔÚÈ·Î¿ ÛÙÔÈ¯Â›· ÁÈ· fiÛÔ˘˜ ÂÈı˘ÌÔ‡Ó Ó· Ì¿ıÔ˘Ó Î·È Ó·
ÂÚÂ˘Ó‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÙË ›ÛÙË Ì·˜, ÙË ıÚËÛÎÂ›· Ì·˜ Î·È ÙÔ £Âfi.

∏ ÚÒÙË Û˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛË ı· Á›ÓÂÈ ÙËÓ ∆Ú›ÙË, 23 ™ÂÙÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘
ÛÙÈ˜ 7 Ì.Ì. ÛÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·. º¤ÚÙÂ Ê›ÏÔ˘˜ Û·˜, Â›v·È Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· Ó·
¤¯Ô˘Ó ÌÈ· Î·Ï‹ ÂÌÂÈÚ›·.

A TASTE OF GREECE – II
A Taste of Greece II, originally scheduled for Saturday, Sep-

tember 6th, has been postponed. We will notify everyone of the
new date.

AEGEAN EVENING II
The Baltimore-Piraeus Sister City Committee invites you to

an Aegean Evening II hosted by Honorary Chair Aris
Melissaratos at his Greenmount Farm Estate on Saturday, Sep-
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tember 20, 2008 from 7-11 pm, Food – Hazelwood Inn, Music by
Bouzouki Nights, tickets $100. Festive cocktail attire,

Proceeds to benefit Cooley’s Anemia Research, WWII Lib-
erty Ship SS John Brown; Contact Vasi Karas, 410-252-5283,
vlkaras@aol.com, Georgette Stavrakas, 410-467-4219,
georgettesh@comcast.net, Georgia Vavas, 410-583-0068,
gvavas@comcast.net.

GREEKTOWN CDC
A message from John E. Gavrilis, CEO

  Recently, an effort to develop the Pemco lot into a WalMart
was proposed to the community. The development brought about
opposition from residents, businesses, faith communities, Johns
Hopkins Bayview Campus and several elected officials. The
Greektown CDC spearheaded an effort to oppose this develop-
ment. Our message was loud and clear. The development of a big
box type store at this site would decrease our community’s qual-
ity of life, economically harm our business community, increase
traffic and decrease our housing values.
     The Greektown CDC would like to thank the many residents,
business owners and the City who helped during our recent com-
munity clean up. The volunteers cleaned numerous alleys and
streets. The monthly community dumpster continues. You are
reminded to call 311 on all complaints of sanitation and housing
violations.
     Traffic safety changes in our community are being recom-
mended.  More on this in future newsletters.
     The Greektown CDC continues to coordinate the Public

IN MEMORY OF NICHOLAS GIALAMAS
Mrs. Evridiki Koutelis
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Pikounis
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Onasis
Mr. & Mrs. George & Kiki Roros
Mr. & MRs. Manuel Mastromanolis
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Apesos
Pauline & Steve Markas
Mr. Harry Maistros
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Padousis
Steve & Katina Yianakis
Mr. & Mrs. George Mavronis
Ms. Dimitra Chuvala
The Madias Family
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Komninos
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Psaris
Mrs. Sofoula Frangakis
Mrs. Irene Mihalas
Mr. & Mrs. John Georgiou
Mr. & Mrs. George & Stavroula Forakis
Mr.& Mrs. Nick Kaitis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Avgerinos
Mr. & Mrs. Pantelis Argyrakis
Terrie Nikolis
Mr. Alex Booras

IN MEMORY OF REV. FR. ANDREAS
MOSKONAS
Mrs. Vasiliki Moskonas
Mr. & Mrs. Nikitas Stamatiadis

IN MEMORY OF CHRISAFINA KOUKOULAS
Victor & Toula Woods

DONATIONS IN MEMORIAM
IN MEMORY OF MANGAFOULA KONSOLAS
Mr. Antonios Sazaklis
Ms. Helen Johns

IN MEMORY OF SUSIE DRAKOS
Mrs. Stephanie Tahinos
Mrs. Lia Karagiannopoulos
Mrs. Paraskevi Souranis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Birch
Mrs. Anna Trintis

IN MEMORY OF MARIA GAVRILIS
Mrs. Despina Kaitis
Mrs. Stephanie Tahinos
Ms. Helen Johns
Ms. Maria Salpeas
Mrs. Aspasia Johns
George & Rosa Cornias
Mrs. Evangelia Dendrinos
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Vasilarakis
Mr. & Mrs. Filippos Hatzidakis
Mrs. Archondoula Georgiou
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Skordalos
Fred & Becky Damiron
Mr. & Mrs. Christ Apesos
Anna Gavrilis – Stran
R.J. Mullen
John & Denise Sulecki
Andrew Hilbinger
Mr. & Mrs. Maria Kalambihis
Ms. Katherine Apesos-Poulos

IN MEMORY OF GEORGIA FARANTOS
Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos

IN MEMORY OF MARIA TSELEPIS DIATTAVIO
Mrs. Stephanie Tahinos

IN MEMORY OF JOHN MOSTRIS
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Psixhis

IN MEMORY OF GEORGE, CHRISAFINA & PAVLOS
KOUKOULAS
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Koukoulas

IN MEMORY OF SAVVAS AND HARIKLIA SKOUBROU
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Koukoulas

IN MEMORY OF HRISTOFOROS RIGAS
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Psichis
James & pat Stathis
Mrs. Fotitsa Anastasis
Mrs. Sofoula Frangakis

IN MEMORY OF NICK PROAKIS
Mr. Nick J. Skezas

IN MEMORY OF PETE TSAMBIKOS
Mr. & MRs. Thomas Vasila

IN MEMORY OF GUS KASTRUNES
Dolores Kastrunes & Family

IN MEMORY OF ARTEMIOS KARIZOS
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Psichis

IN MEMORY OF EMMANUEL POPOMARONIS
Evan. Alexion
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Avgerinos
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Voxakis

THANK YOU… THANK YOU

Dear Saint Nicholas Vacation Bible School,

My family and I wanted to extend a wholehearted
thank you for providing my daughters, Hannah and
Louisa, with a memorable experience.  At first my girls
were hesitant about attending camp but after the first
day, they wished it lasted longer.  Already, they want to
sign-up for next year.

It is important for my daughters to understand the
Orthodox teachings and we are thankful that they had
this opportunity with such capable instructions.

Sincerely,
John & Christina Hofferbert

Safety effort for our community. A foot officer walks our com-
munity, we meet at monthly meetings with the Southeastern Po-
lice District to resolve issues, numerous arrests have been made,
patrol efforts by the MTA Police occur, the cameras are being
monitored at the police station and we sponsor events such as the
National Night Out for our community. But we can’t do it alone
we need your help. Call 911 when witnessing a crime or illegal
activity is observed, volunteer to walk in our Citizens on Patrol
and volunteer to monitor the police cameras. Call John E.
Gavrilis or Jason Filippou to volunteer. Your help is needed - Get
Involved!! Believe in your Community!
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 Liturgical Program for the Month of
September, 2008

Monday, September 1: Beginning of the New
Ecclesiastical Year. ∂ÔÚÙ‹ ÙË˜ ‰›ÎÙÔ˘. Orthros 8:45,
Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, September 7: Sunday before Holy Cross -
¶·Ú·ÌÔÓ‹ ÙË˜ °ÂÓÓ‹ÛÂˆ˜ ÙË˜ £ÂÔÙfiÎÔ˘. Orthros
8:45, Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Monday, September 8: Nativity of the Theotokos.
°ÂÓÓ¤ıÏÈ· ÙË˜ £ÂÔÙfiÎÔ˘. Orthros 8:45, Divine
Liturgy 9:30 a.m

Friday, September 12: Blessing of the Greek
School, 6 p.m.

Saturday, September 13: Great Vespers - ª¤Á·˜
∂ÛÂÚÈÓfi˜, 7:00 p.m. Fore feast of the Holy Cross.
¶·Ú·ÌÔÓ‹ ÙË˜ À„ÒÛÂˆ˜ ÙÔ˘ ∆ÈÌ›Ô˘ ™Ù·˘ÚÔ‡.

Sunday, September 14: Exaltation of the Holy
Cross.  ∏ ⁄„ˆÛÈ˜ ÙÔ˘ ∆ÈÌ›Ô˘ ™Ù·˘ÚÔ‡.  The Holy
Procession of the Cross and flowers will follow.
Orthros 8:45, Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, September 21: Sunday after the Holy
Cross. ∞fi‰ÔÛÈ˜ ÙÔ˘ ∆ÈÌ›Ô˘ ™Ù·˘ÚÔ‡. Orthros 8:45,
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, September 28: First Sunday of Luke.  A’
∫˘ÚÈ·Î‹ ÙÔ˘ §Ô˘Î¿. Orthros 8:45, Divine Liturgy
10:00 a.m.
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