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THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
(AUGUST 15th)

After the Holy Spirit had come down from
heaven upon the apostles, they went to preach the
Gospel and establish the
Holy Church in every na-
tion.

 Mary also traveled to
other cities. When the holy
apostle John became
Bishop of Ephesus, Mary
went there and lived in his
house for some time.

 Most of the time, how-
ever, Mary lived in Jerusa-
lem, on Mount Zion. She
was greatly loved and re-
vered by all the members
of the Holy Church. The
Virgin Mary was the holi-
est person on earth, be-
cause Christ our God had
dwelt in her womb. She had
been His early mother and
He had given her many
gifts of grace.

 But everyone must die
sooner or later, no matter
how holy they are. The
time came for Mary to die
also. But Christ had already conquered death for us.

Now, we know that everyone will rise from the
grave just as Christ did on Holy Pascha. For this rea-
son, we no longer say that a believing Orthodox
Christian “dies”; we say that they “repose” or “fall
asleep”, because we know that death is only a sleep,
it is only for a while, and everyone will rise again
someday. This is what the work “Dormition” means:
to go to sleep for a while.

So, the time came for Mary to repose also, and
one day, while she was praying, the Archangel
Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her that she
would repose in three days.

Mary was overjoyed to hear that she would re-
pose, for she longed to be with Christ in heaven. She
called all the Christians in Jerusalem to come to her
so she could bid them farewell. To the women that

lived in her house as nuns, she gave pieces of her
clothing as remembrances. Word was sent to the

Apostle James, who was
Bishop of Jerusalem, and
Mary told him where she
was to be buried. All her
relatives and the faithful of
the Holy Church began to
gather. They wept in sor-
row, but Mary comforted
them telling them that it
would be better for them to
rejoice than to weep, for
Christ’s followers do not
fear death.

Mary wanted to see the
apostles once more before
she reposed, so she prayed
to God and He answered
her. By a great miracle, God
transported the apostles to
Jerusalem, to the bedside of
the holy virgin.

Mary peacefully re-
posed, with joy and hope, at
the ninth hour of the day.
She was carried with honor
to her family’s tomb at the

foot of the Mount of Olives. By God’s will, only the
Apostle Thomas had not been brought to Mary’s
bedside, but he came to Jerusalem as soon as he
heard about her repose. God had caused this because
He wanted to give the Holy Church a special revela-
tion. Thomas begged the apostles to open Mary’s
tomb so that he could see her one last time. When
they opened her grave, it was empty. Christ had
taken Mary’s body to heaven also. Thus, we know
that she is alive and already raised from the dead and
she constantly prays for all Orthodox people, and
helps us in time of trouble.

Because of this revelation, the apostles and the
first Christians understood that they were to give
special honor to the Virgin Mary and call on her in
prayer for help.

The Dormition of the Theotokos.
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PARAKLESIS TO THE VIRGIN MARY

Throughout our Church history, no
woman has been more loved, more lauded and
more cherished than the Blessed Virgin Mary.
She herself foretold it: “For behold, henceforth
all generations will call me blessed.” (Luke
1:48) In beautiful poetic-hymnography, which
is characteristic of Byzantine Chant in the East-
ern Orthodox Church, the Theotokos, the
Mother of God is honored and esteemed for her
unique role in the salvation of the human race.
Through her, the Word of God became flesh
and the Infinite became, as it were finite. Hu-
manity took on divine presence and Divinity
took on humanity. The Theotokos is the ve-
hicle, par excellence of humility and obedience
and thus a supreme example of redeemed man-
kind.

As the Mother of our Lord, she is our
greatest ally and our most fervent intercessor,
“for...the prayer of the righteous has great
power in its effects.” (James 5:16) During the
Paraklesis Service, we ask the Most Holy
Theotokos to save us just as those drowning
reach out to those on dry land. Let us then seek
with confidence the help and intercession of the

Mother of Light, Mary, the Mother of our
Lord.

Let us also honor the Mother of our
Lord, as many others before us have, by com-
ing and participating in the Paraklesis Services,
so that we can all praise the Mother of our Lord
with Hymn and song.

KOIMISIS — August 1-15
PRAYER FOR THE LIVING

LET US PRAY FOR GRACE, LIFE,
PEACE, HEALTH, SALVATION,
PROTECTION, FORGIVENESS
AND REMISSION OF THE SINS

OF THESE THY SERVANTS:
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH PRESIDENT

M∏¡Àª∞ ΔOÀ ¶ƒO∂¢ƒOÀ Δ∏™ ∫Oπ¡OΔ∏Δ∞™

Dear Parishioners:
Once again, the community of Saint Nicholas presented an amaz-

ing festival. The weather was fantastic, and the large crowds each
day allowed us to host one of the most popular
festivals in the Baltimore area.

The decision to host a portion of the activi-
ties at our Church location was very successful.
Our visitors, finding the Church open, were de-
lighted with the tours as well as the return of the
religious table, both staffed by devoted and
knowledgeable Orthodox Christian volunteers.
I noticed many young people taking an inter-
est in our church, wanting to learn more about
our Orthodox faith. The Plateia complex was
busy offering new features such as of a buffet dining room on the
second floor, whole lambs on the spit and gyro machines on the field.

I am extremely grateful to all of the individuals involved with this
year’s Festival. Planning for this annual event began immediately
after the close of the previous year’s festival. The delicious home-
made Greek food and pastries were lauded as the best ever tasted,
and this was due to the cooperation and outstanding support that
was offered by our faithful and loving volunteers. A huge thank you
to the dedicated volunteers who continue to devote many hours in
the preparation of this spectacular event. Without you, there would

be no festival.
There are too many persons, organizations and business entities

to thank individually—festival Chairpersons, donors, pastry mak-
ers, food preparers, chefs, servers, publication specialists, entertain-
ment committee, dance groups and coordinators, raffle sellers and
buyers, security volunteers, supply managers, finance staff, set-up
volunteers, and everyone who contributed in any way to assure the
success of our Festival. Please accept my heartfelt gratitude and
thanks, and may God grant continued health to you and your fami-
lies.

If you were not involved, then you missed out on a wonderful
opportunity be a part of our church’s growth. By volunteering, one
becomes a follower of Christ and comes closer to one’s fellow pa-
rishioners. Sure it is hard work and long hours, but all of our efforts
are offered up to God. The festival is not only to generate funds for
the operation of our Church but also to exemplify our love and faith
to our Lord, to showcase our beloved Saint Nicholas Church, and to
share our Greek traditions with those who appreciate our fine eth-
nic cuisine.

Hope to see everyone volunteering next year for another suc-
cessful Festival! God Bless.
In Christ,

Demos Anastasiades, Parish Council President

(∞Á·ËÙÔ› ÂÓÔÚ›ÙÂ˜,
ÕÏÏË ÌÈ· ÊÔÚ¿ Ë ÎÔÈÓfiÙËÙ· ÙÔ˘ ∞ÁÈÔ˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘ ·ÚÔ˘Û›·ÛÂ

ÂÓ· Î·Ù·ÏËÎÙÈÎfi ÊÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï. √ Î·ÈÚfi˜ ‹Ù·Ó ˘¤ÚÔ¯Ô˜ Î·È Ë
Î·ıËÌÂÚÈÓ‹ ÚÔÛ¤ÏÂ˘ÛË ÙÔ˘ ÎfiÛÌÔ˘ Ì·˜ Â¤ÙÚÂ„Â Ó·
ÊÈÏÔÍÂÓ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ¤Ó· ·Ô Ù· ÌÂÁ·Ï‡ÙÂÚ· ÊÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï ÛÙËÓ ÂÚÈÔ¯‹
ÙË˜ μ·ÏÙÈÌfiÚË˜.

∏ ·fiÊ·ÛË Ó· ÊÈÏÔÍÂÓ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÂÓ· Ì¤ÚÔ˜ ÙˆÓ ‰Ú·ÛÙËÚÈÔÙ‹ÙˆÓ
ÛÙÔ ¯ÒÚÔ ÙË˜ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·˜ ‹Ù·Ó ÔÏ˘ ÂÈÙ˘¯‹˜. √È ÂÈÛÎ¤ÙÂ˜ Ì·˜
‚Ú›ÛÎÔÓÙ·˜ ·ÓÔÈ¯Ùfi ÙÔÓ ¯ˆÚÔ ÙË˜ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·˜ ÂÌÂÈÓ·Ó ÔÏ˘
ÈÎ·ÓÔÔÈËÌÂÓÔÈ ·Ô ÙËÓ ÍÂÓ¿ÁËÛË Î·ıÒ˜ Â›ÛË˜ Î·È ·Ô ÙËÓ
·ÚÔ˘Û›· ÙË˜ ∞Á›·˜ ΔÚ¿Â˙·˜ Ô˘ ÛÙÂÏÂ¯ÒÓÂÙ·È ·Ô
Î·Ù·ÚÙÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ˘˜ Î·È ·ÊÔÛÈˆÌ¤ÓÔ˘˜ ÂıÂÏÔÓÙ¤˜ ÙË˜ √Úıfi‰ÔÍË˜
∂ÏÏËÓÈÎ‹˜ ¶›ÛÙË˜. ¶·Ú·Ù‹ÚËÛ·  ÔÏÏÔ˘˜ Ó¤Ô˘˜ ¿ÓıÚˆÔ˘˜ Ó·
ÂÓ‰È·Ê¤ÚÔÓÙ·È  ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· Ì·˜, Ô˘ ı¤ÏÔ˘Ó Ó· Ì¿ıÔ˘Ó
ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚ· Û¯ÂÙÈÎ¿ ÌÂ ÙËÓ √Úıfi‰ÔÍË ›ÛÙË Ì·˜.  ™ÙÔ
Û˘ÁÎÚfiÙËÌ· ÙË˜ ¶Ï·ÙÂ›·˜ ËÙ·Ó ··Û¯ÔÏËÌ¤ÓÔ ÔÏ˘ ÚÔÛˆÈÎÔ
ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔÓÙ·˜ Î·ÈÓÔ‡ÚÈÂ˜ ·ÚÔ¯¤˜, fiˆ˜ ÌÔ˘Ê¤ ÛÙÔ ‰ˆÌ¿ÙÈÔ
ÙË˜ ÙÚ·Â˙·Ú›·˜ ÛÙÔ ‰Â‡ÙÂÚÔ fiÚÔÊÔ, ·ÚÓ› ÛÔ‡‚Ï·˜ Î·È Á‡ÚÔ ÛÙÔÓ
ÚÔ·‡ÏÈÔ ¯ÒÚÔ.

∂›Ì·È È‰È·›ÙÂÚ· Â˘ÁÓÒÌˆÓ ÛÙÔÓ Î·ı¤Ó· ¯ˆÚÈÛÙ¿ Ô˘
Û˘ÌÌÂÙÂ›¯Â ÛÂ ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ÂÙ‹ÛÈÔ ÊÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï.√ ÚÔÁÚ·ÌÌ·ÙÈÛÌfi˜ Î·È
ÔÈ ÚÔÂÙÔÈÌ·Û›Â˜ ÁÈ ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ÂÙ‹ÛÈÔ ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜  ·Ì¤Ûˆ˜ ÌÂÙ¿ ÙË Ï‹ÍË
ÙÔ˘ ÚÔËÁÔ‡ÌÂÓÔ˘.ΔÔ ÓfiÛÙÈÌÔ ÛÈÙÈÎfi Ê·ÁËÙfi Î·È Ù· ÁÏ˘Î¿
·ÚÙÔÔÈ‹Ì·Ù· Â·ÈÓ‹ıËÛ·Ó ˆ˜ Ù· Î·Ï‡ÙÂÚ· Ê·ÁËÙ¿ ˆ˜ ÙÒÚ·,
ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜ Ô˘ ÔÊÂ›ÏÂÙ·È ÛÙË Û˘ÓÂÚÁ·Û›· Î·È ÛÙËÓ ·ÍÈÔı·‡Ì·ÛÙË
˘ÔÛÙ‹ÚÈÍË ÙˆÓ ÈÛÙÒÓ Î·È ·Á·ËÙÒÓ Ì·˜ ÂıÂÏÔÓÙÒÓ. ‘∂Ó·
ÙÂÚ¿ÛÙÈÔ Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÒ ÛÙÔ˘˜ ·ÊÔÛÈˆÌ¤ÓÔ˘˜ ÂıÂÏÔÓÙ¤˜, ÔÈ ÔÔ›ÔÈ
Û˘ÓÂ¯›˙Ô˘Ó Ó· ·ÊÈÂÚÒÓÔ˘Ó ÔÏÏ¤˜ ÒÚÂ˜ ÛÙËÓ ÚÔÂÙÔÈÌ·Û›·
·˘ÙÔ‡ ÙÔ˘ ıÂ·Ì·ÙÈÎÔ‡ ÊÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï. ÃˆÚ›˜ ÂÛ¤Ó· ‰Â ı· Ù·

Î·Ù·Ê¤ÚÓ·ÌÂ!
À¿Ú¯Ô˘Ó ¿Ú· ÔÏÏ¿ ¿ÙÔÌ·, ÔÚÁ·ÓÈÛÌÔ› Î·È ÂÈ¯ÂÈÚ‹ÛÂÈ˜

Ô˘ ÂÈı˘ÌÒ Ó· Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙ‹Ûˆ -ÚÔ¤‰ÚÔ˘˜, Â˘ÂÚÁ¤ÙÂ˜,
˙·¯·ÚÔÏ¿ÛÙÂ˜, Ì¿ÁÂÈÚÂ˜, ‚ÔËıÔ‡˜ Ì·ÁÂ›ÚˆÓ ,ÛÂÚ‚ÈÙfiÚÔ˘˜,
˘Â‡ı˘ÓÔ˘˜ ‰ËÌÔÛ›ˆÓ Û¯¤ÛÂˆÓ, ÙËÓ ÂÈÙÚÔ‹ „˘¯·ÁˆÁ›·˜,
¯ÔÚÂ˘ÙÈÎ¿ Û˘ÁÎÚÔÙ‹Ì·Ù· Î·È Û˘ÓÙÔÓÈÛÙ¤˜, ˆÏËÙ¤˜ ÏÔÙ·Ú›·˜ Î·È
·ÁÔÚ·ÛÙ¤˜, ÂıÂÏÔÓÙ¤˜ ·ÛÊ·ÏÂ›·˜, ÚÔÌËıÂ˘Ù¤˜, ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÔÏfiÁÔ˘˜,
Î¿ıÂ Â›‰Ô˘˜ ÂıÂÏÔÓÙ¤˜ Î·È fiÏÔ˘˜ fiÛÔÈ Û˘Ó¤‚·Ï·Ó ÌÂ
ÔÔÈÔÓ‰‹ÔÙÂ ÙÚfiÔ, ÁÈ· Ó· ÂÍ·ÛÊ·Ï›ÛÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ ÂÈÙ˘¯›· ÙÔ˘
ºÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï Ì·˜. ¶·Ú·Î·ÏÒ Ó· ‰Â¯ÙÂ›ÙÂ ÙËÓ ÂÈÏÈÎÚÈÓ‹ Â˘ÁÓˆÌÔÛ‡ÓË
Î·È ÙÈ˜ Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙ›Â˜ ÌÔ˘, Î·È Ô £Âfi˜ Ó· ‰ÈÓÂÈ ̆ ÁÂ›· ÛÂ Û·˜ Î·È ÛÙÈ˜
ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ¤˜ Û·˜

∞Ó ‰ÂÓ ‹Û·ÛÙ·Ó ÂÎÂ›, ̄ ¿Û·ÙÂ ÌÈ· ı·˘Ì¿ÛÈ· Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· Ó· Á›ÓÂÙÂ
Ì¤ÚÔ˜ ÙË˜ ÂÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÙÈÎ‹˜ Ì·˜ ‰‡Ó·ÌË˜ . ª¤Ûˆ ÙÔ˘ ÂıÂÏÔÓÙÈÛÌÔ‡
Î·ÓÂ›˜  Á›ÓÂÙ·È Ô·‰fi˜ ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ Î·È ¤Ú¯ÂÙ·È ÈÔ ÎÔÓÙ¿ ÛÙÔ˘˜
ÂÓÔÚ›ÙÂ˜. ∞ÛÊ·ÏÒ˜ Î¿ÙÈ Ù¤ÙÔÈÔ ÂÚÈÏ·Ì‚¿ÓÂÈ ÔÏ‡ˆÚË Î·È
ÎÔÈ·ÛÙÈÎ‹ ‰Ô˘ÏÂÈ¿, ·ÏÏ¿ ÛÎÂÊÙÂ›ÙÂ ˆ˜ fiÏÂ˜ Ì·˜ ÔÈ
ÚÔÛ¿ıÂÈÂ˜  ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔÓÙ·È ÛÙÔ £Âfi. ΔÔ ºÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï Â›Ó·È fi¯È ÌfiÓÔ
ÁÈ· Ó· ‰ËÌÈÔ˘ÚÁ‹ÛÂÈ ÎÂÊ¿Ï·È· ÁÈ· ÙË ÏÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›· ÙË˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜
Ì·˜, ·ÏÏ¿ Î·È ÁÈ· Ó· ·Ó·‰Â›ÍÂÈ ÙËÓ ·Á¿Ë Î·È ÙËÓ ›ÛÙË ÛÙÔÓ
∫‡ÚÈfi Ì·˜,Ó· ÚÔ‚¿ÏÏÂÈ ÙËÓ ·Á·ËÌ¤ÓË Ì·˜ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘
¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘, Î·È Ó· ·ÔÙÂÏ¤ÛÂÈ ÙÔ ¤Ó·˘ÛÌ· ÒÛÙÂ Ó· ÌÔÈÚ·ÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ
ÙËÓ ÂÏÏËÓÈÎ‹ ·Ú¿‰ÔÛË ÌÂ ÂÎÂ›ÓÔ˘˜ Ô˘ ÂÎÙÈÌÔ‡Ó ÙËÓ
ÂÎÏÂÙ˘ÛÌ¤ÓË ÂıÓÈÎ‹ Á·ÛÙÚÔÓÔÌ›·.

∂Ï›˙Ô˘ÌÂ, ÙË ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿ Ô˘ ı· ¤ÚıÂÈ, Ó· Û·˜ ‰Ô‡ÌÂ fiÏÔ˘˜ Ó·
Û˘ÓÂÈÛÊ¤ÚÂÙÂ Í·Ó¿ ÛÂ ¤Ó· ·ÎfiÌ· ÂÈÙ˘¯ËÌ¤ÓÔ ºÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï! √ £Âfi˜
Ó· Û·˜ Â˘ÏÔÁÂ›.

¢‹ÌÔ˜ ∞Ó·ÛÙ·ÛÈ¿‰Ë˜, ¶ÚfiÂ‰ÚÔ˜ ÙË˜ ∂ÓÔÚ›·˜ ÙÔ˘ ™˘Ì‚Ô˘Ï›Ô˘
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∂§§∏¡π∫∏ Oƒ£O¢O•∏ ∫Oπ¡OΔ∏Δ∞ ∞°πOÀ ¡π∫O§∞OÀ

 μ∞§ΔπªOƒ∏, ª∂ƒÀ§∞¡Δ

°∂¡π∫∏ ™À¡∂§∂À™∏---∫Àƒπ∞∫∏, πOÀ§πOÀ 13, 2014
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SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

BALTIMORE MARYLAND

NOTICE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY---SUNDAY, JULY 13, 2014
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
520 South Ponca Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21224

Any student whose family is a member in good standing in the Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox
Church, 520 South Ponca Street, Baltimore, Maryland who is a high school senior and is continuing
their education at a four year college or a two year college will be eligible to apply for the award.
Please provide a copy of the college or university acceptance letter.

The Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church will award the scholarship from the Koutsonouris
Memorial Scholarship to a student of the Saint Nicholas Community. The following criteria will be
used in selecting the winner:

1.  Financial Need

2.  Good Character

3.  Academics

4.  Leadership in School

5.  Service to your church community

In order for your application to be processed and accepted, the following items must be enclosed
in one envelope.

1.  Fully completed application

2.  Must provide official copy of High School or College Transcripts

3.  A recent photograph of yourself

4.  Short Essay: Please provide the reviewing committee an essay no longer than

     300 words explaining your plan of study, ambition and career goals.

     Kindly remit a statement that qualifies you as Greek descent.

5.  Scholarship will be awarded to one student in the amount of $1,000.

6.  Rising high school seniors or continuous higher education applicants

     will only be considered.

Completed applications are due in the Saint Nicholas Church office no later than Thursday, July
31, 2014.  You will be notified of the results. Award will be presented at Saint Nicholas Church on
Sunday, September 14, 2014. The recipient will be expected to be present to receive their award.

Applications may be obtained from the church office, Monday, Tuesday ,Thursday, Friday from
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon.
Thank you.

 The Saint Nicholas Scholarship Committee,

Spiros Minas,

Dino Frangos,

Kyriakos Stamoulis
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COMMUNITY NEWS  ✧  ∫Oπ¡OΔπ∫∞ ¡∂A
PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE

The Parish Life Committee (PLC) will hold its first meeting of
the new Ecclesiastical year on Wednesday,  August 27th at 7 pm in
the Board Room. It is mandatory that all  ministries and organiza-
tions of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and outside organiza-
tions which utilize the church building for meetings and events send
a representative to attend and to present their upcoming 2014-2015
calendar of events.

Also, no church ministry or church organization may place an
event on the church’s calendar  with the approval of the Parish Life
Committee or the Parish Council directly.  This includes day trips as
well. If an organization misses a PLC  meeting, then the organiza-
tion must seek the approval of the Parish Council for the event.
Events cannot be placed on the church’s calendar without the ap-
proval of the PLC or the Parish Council.

Also, the Parish Council requests that meetings  be held Mon-
days through Thursdays so to reduce the necessity of having the
church open on Friday and Saturday evenings.  Paid rentals, wed-
dings,  baptism and funerals are the exception.

Again, the purpose of the PLC is to help coordinate the activi-
ties of all organizations so there will be no conflicts or overlapping
of events.

Please check the church’s website at www.stnicholasmd.org and
view the calendar for any potential scheduling conflicts before re-
questing an event to be placed on the calendar.

We look forward to seeing you at the first meeting.
The PLC Committee Members

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
We hope everyone is enjoying their summer.  In the meantime

Philoptochos continues to prepare food for Our Daily Bread and
helping those less fortunate.

In July, 2014, we attended our National Philoptochos Biennial
Convention in Philadelphia.  Congratulations to all our members
and supporters for our Philoptochos received two awards.  First
place award for increasing membership by 66 percent and a second
award for fulfilling all our National and Metropolis Commitments.

On August 14, 2014 after vespers, we will be hosting the recep-
tion along with the coffee hour on August 15th. Everyone is wel-
comed!

The Philoptochos newsletter and dates for the coming year will
be mailed out the middle of August, 2014.

Looking forward to seeing everyone in September, 2014.
Nora Kefalas, President

FSTIVAL NEWS
A big thank you to all those who helped make this year’s festival

a success. A special thank you to those generous individuals who
made contributions and all those volunteers who worked so  hard.
A detailed report will be given at the General Assembly meeting
scheduled for July 13, 2014.
Raffle Winners were as follows:
$100.00 TICKET

1ST PRIZE $15,000   #75
2ND PRIZE $  3,000   #67
3RD PRIZE $  2,000    #571
$5 TICKET

1ST PRIZE   $3,000   #4026

2ND PRIZE  $1,500   #1369

Special Thank You: To Ikaros Restaurant for re-paving and re-
striping St. Nicholas’ church parking lot.

To Pat’s Pizza for supplying the pizzas for all the Greek School
Programs through-out the entire 2013-2014 school year.

To Maria D’s, located at 111 North Crain Highway  for supply-
ing the pizzas for the Vacation Bible School’s celebration luncheon
on Friday, June 27, 2014.

GREEKTOWN CDC
A message from Colonel John E. Gavrilis, CEO

The Greektown CDC congratulates the Saint Nicholas Greek
Folk festival chairman, Frank Mitsos, his committee and all the vol-
unteers for putting on another successful festival. This event pro-
motes our Greek heritage, religion and our community.
Our community is brighter and cleaner thanks to the City. Respond-
ing to the Greektown CDC’s request, they repaired the street lights
and replaced the decorative brickwork in the 4700 blk Eastern Av-
enue. Also we would like to thank the City for providing the me-
chanical street sweeper that’s been seen on Eastern Avenue and our
side streets.

A meeting on the development of Pemco was held June 11, 2014
at St. Nicholas Church.  Our board member, Theo Harris, repre-
sented the Greektown CDC at this important meeting. A full report
of the development options was presented. A combination of resi-
dential units, small business strip and a large anchor was suggested.
Questions on environmental concerns will be addressed at a later
meeting by the developer. We will keep you informed when a com-
munity wide meeting is scheduled. Residents and businesses in
Greektown will have input in this development project.

On June 25, 2014 the Greektown CDC was able to sponsor
nearly over 60 kids and chaperones from our Greek community to
attend an Orioles game on Buddies Nite. We thank Ernie Rafailides,
Free State Gun Range, Dr. Savas Tsakiris, Gus Lambrow, Aris
Melissaratos, and O’Connor Liquors, who supported this effort with
their generous donations.

A quiet zone is being sought to keep nuisance train horns from
being activated in the late evenings and early morning. A meeting
is scheduled for July 30, 2014, 7pm at the East Baltimore Church of
God, 800 Oldham Street. Officials from the City will be present to
hear your concerns.

Mark your calendar August 5, 2014 @ 7pm, each year our of-
fice coordinates the National Night Out event in Greektown. This
event promotes neighborhood camaraderie and good relations with
our local police officers. This year we will be hosting the event at
the Gloria Hertzfelt playground (Lehigh and Gough Street). If you
are interested in helping your community please call our office 410-
327-3306 and ask for Lori or John.

Save the Date!
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

520 South Ponca Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21224

Join us as we celebrate our 60th Anniversary!

Saturday, December 6, 2014

Grand Banquet

Further Details Forthcoming!!!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tuesday, July 1: Ss. Cosmas and Damianos the Unmercenaries:
Orthros 8:45 a.m. , Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, July 6: Fourth Sunday of Matthew: Orthros 8:45, Divine
Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, July 13: Sunday of the Holy Fathers: Orthros 8:45, Divine
Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, July 20: Sixth Sunday of Matthew, St. Elias the Prophet:
Orthros 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Monday, July 21: Great Vesper Service at Ss. Mary Magdalene

JULY LITURGICAL CALENDAR

AUGUST LITURGICAL CALENDAR
Friday, August 1: Paraklesis Service: 7:00 p.m.
Sunday,August 3: 8th Sunday of Matthew: Orthros 8:45 a.m., Di-
vine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Monday, August 4: Paraklesis Service: 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, August 6: Feast of Holy Transfiguration: Orthros
8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening, Paraklesis Service: 7:00 p.m.
Friday, August 8: Paraklesis Service: 7:00 p.m.
Sunday,August 10: 9th Sunday of Matthew: Orthros 8:45 a.m.,
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Monday, August 11: Paraklesis Service: 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, August 13: Paraklesis Service: 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, August 14: Great Vesper Service (Eve of the
Dormition): 7:00 p.m.
Friday, August 15: The Feast of the Dormition of the Virgin
Mary: Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, July 1-August 1: Greek School Summer Camp, Monday
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. with half day and full-
day options.
Sunday, July 13: General Assembly to be held after the conclusion
of the Divine Liturgy.

Tuesday, July 15: Festival Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Friday, July 31: Deadline for Scholarship Program, Applications
available in the church office.

and Markella( Darlington, Md.) at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, July 22: Ss. Mary Magdalene, the Myrrbearer and
Markella of Chios: Orthros 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Saturday, July 26: St. Paraskevi of Rome: Orthros 8:45, Divine
Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, July 27: Seventh Sunday of Matthew: St. Pantelemon the
Great Martyr: Orthros 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Monday, July 28: St. Irene Chrysovalantou: Orthros 8:45 a.m., Di-
vine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Sunday,August 17: 10th Sunday of Matthew: Orthros 8:45 a.m.,
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Sunday,August 24: 11th Sunday of Matthew: Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Friday, August 29: The Beheading of St. John the Baptist: Orthros
8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Sunday,August 31: 12th Sunday of Matthew: Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

A REMINDER TO ALL PARISHIONERS: THE FIRST 15 DAYS
OF AUGUST ARE STRICT FASTING DAYS. NO
MEAT OR DAIRY PRODUCTS ARE TO BE CONSUMED.

DURING THE PARAKLESIS SERVICES, FR. MICHAEL WILL
BE COMMEMORATING THE NAMES OF THE
LIVING. PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT THE NAMES ARE
READABLE.

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!
COME TO CHURCH,
JOIN THE ACTIVITIES!
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GREEK FOLK FESTIVAL 2014

Thanks to our volunteers, the
dancing groups and the weather on
our side the festival was one of the
best ever!
∫·È ÙÔ˘ ÃÚfiÓÔ˘!
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2014

“Where Jesus” Love Is One-of-a Kind”

God’s Spirit of love and acceptance was felt through-
out the church halls of Saint Nicholas during our annual
Vacation Bible School Program, June 23th through June
27th.  God’s Spirit was infectious as more than 40 chil-
dren learned about “Where Jesus” Love Is One-of-a
Kind” and how big and accepting His love is for us. The
theme, “ Weird Animals” guided our youngsters through
a week of learning how God made us and that each per-
son is an unique creation of God’s. They also learned that
God loves us no matter what, even when we make mis-
takes and do something wrong.

The young caring adults, teenagers and GOYA mem-
bers of our Parish were instrumental in making the week
fun. And as always, tasty lunches were prepared by ca-
pable church volunteers of our Saint Nicholas church.

Our sincere thanks to all the parents who gave prior-
ity and enrolled their children in this learning experience
of our Church, to the contributors who donated materi-
als, food  and to all the volunteers who cheerfully manned
each aspect of the program. Everyone involved was re-
sponsible for its success: we could not have accomplished
this without them. We look forward to working with
them once again next year. May God continue to bless
them all.

All the best,

Phaedra Avgerinos and Nancy Anastasiades,

Co-Chairpersons
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DONATIONS IN MEMORIAM
In Memory of Mrs. Eugenia Roros
Mr. and Mrs. Gerasimos Galiatsatos

In Memory of Mr. Constantine Pantazonis
Mrs. Maria Pantazonis
Mrs. Donna Spencer
Mrs. Voula Christakou
Mrs. Helen Bisbikis

In Memory of Mr. Constantine Anagnos
and Mrs. & Mrs. George & Mary Papadopoulos
Mr. and Mrs. James Anagnos

In Memory of John Kafallas
Mrs. Popi Filippou
Mr. and Mrs. Tharrenos Papavasiliou
Mr. and Mrs. Basilios Trintis
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kefalas
Ms. Sylvia Rice
Mr. and Mrs. Gus Diacoloukas
Mr. and Mrs. Gerasimos Galiatsatos
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Onasis
In Memory of Mr. George Sfakianoudis
Mrs. Georgia Kepreos

In Memory of Mr. Michael Argyrakis
Mrs. Despina Argyrakis

In Memory of Stamatia Kouros
Mr. & Mrs. Georgos Karamichalis

Mrs. Popi Filippou
Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulou
Mrs. Maria Kalambihi
Mr. & Mrs. John Georgiou
Ms. Dina Roros
Mr. & Mrs. John Sakellarakis
Mr. & Mrs. Basilios Trintis
Mrs. Kiki Vavakas
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Diacoloukas
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Yianakis
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Christ
Dr. and Mrs. John Stamas
Brett Maxedon
The Vincenzo Families
Mr. & Mrs. Gerasimos Galiatsatos
Mr. & Mrs. George Kostakis
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Koukoulas
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Stakias
Mrs. Athena Neofitou
Mrs. Zenovia Fakas
Mrs. Pari Kapsanis
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Onasis

In Memory of Dr. Nicholas Papadimitriou
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Trikoulis
Mr. & Mrs. George Katsafanas
Mr. & Mrs. Kostantinos Hatzidakis
Mr. & Mrs. William Popomaronis
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At the conclusion of every Divine Liturgy the choir,
the chanter and entire congregation prays for the well
being of the “ one who blesses us and sanctifies us  with
God’s grace, Lord keep him, in your care for many
years.” In essence we pray for the a health and care of
our priests .Throughout the past years, the Church has
understood this responsibility for her clergy with a
very serious commitment towards making certain that
the priest  and his family will have health insurance,
that the priest will have a reasonable pension in his
older age, and insurances for life, disability and travel.

Forthcoming issues will present articles that explain
these individual programs.
Caring for the priest and his family?

The Church must have this responsibility and the
Church is each and every local parish, the metropolis
and the Archdiocese.
How is this  “care” made manifest?

It has been a process that began many years ago, al-
most from the new establishment of the Archdiocese
in America.  As the years progressed, the ministry of
clergy care became more formalized to the point of
various committees being established that have re-
sponsibility for the various  programs.
What does the “care” comprise?

Of course, as mentioned medical coverage is a basic
necessity for life today. Currently the health insurance
program  includes the clergy and some staff of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese and other Orthodox Ju-
risdictions and functions as the Joint Orthodox Health
Plan (The JOHP). In later editions there will be articles
explaining the various aspects of the Orthodox Health
Plan (which also includes dental coverage and pre-
scription drugs) and also about the current change in
America The JOHP has a committee that governs it
and has an advisor and an agent who are experts in the
health insurance industry.

 The Insurance Committee also has  responsibility
for all the insurances including health disability, life,
business travel and spouse survival.  In addition to
health insurance there is life insurance and an acciden-
tal death and dismemberment, business travel accident
insurance and spouse survival in case of the untimely
death of a priest.

Also available to the priest and his family is the Con-
fidential Assistance Program. This service is available
to help address personal issues a priest or a member of
his household might be facing.  It is available by phone-

twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.  It also
offers legal information, financial information and re-
sources for work-life needs, such as finding a child or
elder car in the vicinity of their home.  This program is
completely confidential. The “care” means a pension
plan that will help support the priest in his later years.
There are 983 clergy and lay staff of whom 353 are
retired. Can you imagine the inequity of their lives if
they were not able to sustain themselves in retire-
ment? This would be a grave and serious injustice. Al-
though not a lucrative amount, the priests are able to
live.  To administer the pension plan there are two
committees, the Administration Committee and the
Investment Committee. The Administration Commit-
tee has responsibility for the accurate and precise
implementation of the pension plan keeping it current
in meeting the needs of the clergy.

The Investment Committee has responsibility for
the pension fund growth. Both committees are com-
prised of six voting members, three clergy and three
experts. A later article in this publication will discuss
in more detail the pension plan. It seems, perhaps,
unusual to read an article about the temporal needs of
clergy and their families but this is a reality that must
be addressed.

Certainly, one might ask, how is all of this funded?
This is a valid and important question. The communi-
ties of the Archdiocese through the stewardship offer-
ings of their faithful parishioners make  these pro-
grams a reality. Parishes help pay the health insurance
premiums for each priest

There is a monthly Clergy Benefits Obligation to
fund the pension, disability, life insurance and other
programs. Of course, each priest contributes to his
personal pension.

It must be stated that it is not in the nature of the
person becoming a priest to concern himself with the
reality of his and his family’s  earthly needs.  With
gratitude it must be said that each priest is truly thank-
ful that the Church understands the reality of their
needs and attempts to help them in their old age and
through life.

“The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind.
You are a priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedech.” (Psalm 109/110:4)

A priest forever and the Church will forever make
certain that his temporal needs are addressed.
(Fr. Sitaras is a long-time member of the Clergy Ben-
efits Committee. He serves as director of Saint Basil
Academy and of The Center for Family Care.)

  The Reality of Caring for the Priest
by Fr. Constantine L. Sitaras

(Reprinted from the Orthodox Observer, June, 2014)



IOÀ§πO™-∞À°OÀ™ΔO™ 2014 K O I N ø N I ∞ 15
 

JOURNEY OF FAITH

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND,

TURKEY, PONTOS & CONSTANTINOPLE
Led by Reverend Father Michael Pastrikos

       of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church in Baltimore, Maryland

THE HOLY LAND

Your pilgrimage to the Holy Land will be an unforgettable and spiritually rewarding journey! Visit and venerate
Christendom’s most sacred sites. See where Jesus spent most of his life and performed the many miracles you have
read about in the Bible. Visit the cities of Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Capernaum, and Tiberias! Among the
many sites and churches you will see are the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the Church of St. Anne and the Pools of
Bethesda, the Tomb of the Virgin Mary, the Prison of Christ (Praitorion), the Church of the Holy Apostles and the
Church of the Transfiguration on Mt. Tabor. Take the cable car up to the Mt. of Temptation Monastery and see the
rock that Jesus actually prayed by. Visit the Church of the Nativity and touch the spot where Christ was born!
Among the other sites you will see are the Church of Tabgha, Cana, the Church of the Annunciation, the Garden of
Agony, the Monastery of St. Gerasimos Iordanitis, Lazarus’ Tomb, Church of St. Elisseos and Zacchaeus Tree.
Take a boat-ride on the Sea of Galilee and experience a spiritual baptism in the River Jordan. Enjoy a private au-
dience with Patriarch Theophilos III (subject to his availability) and attend midnight Liturgy at the Holy Sepulcher.

TURKEY
CONSTANTINOPLE: Our pilgrimage will take us to Constantinople, the heart of Orthodoxy. Visit the seven-
teenth-century Greek Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarchate. Pray at the St. George Cathedral and venerate the Holy
Relics of St. Gregory the Theologian and St. John Chrysostom. Participate in a private audience with His All Ho-
liness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (subject to his availability). Visit the most important sites for the Greek
Orthodox in Constantinople: Agia Sophia, the Church of the Holy Savior of Chora, Baloukli Monastery and its
Underground Shrine of Zoodochos Peghe, Topkapi Palace, which houses the relics of St. John the Baptist, Panagia
Blacherna, where the beautiful hymn “Te Ypermacho” was chanted over 1,400 years ago, and the Grand Bazaar.

PONTUS: Visit the area of Pontus, on the shores of Turkey’s Black Sea and in the Pontic Alps, where Greeks once
lived. The Pontic Greeks had a continuous presence in the region of Pontus (modern-day northeastern Turkey),
Georgia, and northeastern Anatolia from at least 700 BC until 1922. Like Armenians, Assyrians, and other Otto-
man Greeks, the Greeks of Trapezounta suffered widespread massacres and what is now usually termed ethnic
cleansing at the beginning of the twentieth century, first from the Young Turks and later from Kemalist forces.
Visit the historic monastery of Panagia Soumela near Trapezounta, on the mountains rising up on the south coast
of the Black Sea. In 2010 the Turkish government allowed Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew to preside at the
first historic liturgy there in eighty-eight years. According to tradition, the Monastery of Panagia Soumela was
established in AD 386 by the Athenian monks Barnabas and Sofronios on the steep cliffs of Mount Melas, south of
the city of Trapezounta (Trabzon) and has for sixteen centuries been the symbol of the Hellenism of Pontus.

                  DATES WILL BE ANNOUNCED SHORTLY!

       Cloud Tours Inc. 31–09 Newtown Ave., Long Island City, NY 11102

Tel: 718-721-3808 Toll Free: 800-223-7880 Fax: 718-795-4356 E-mail: stephen@cloudtours.com
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