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SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHVURCH
Message from FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS, PROTOPRESBYTER

My beloved in Christ,

Christis Risen!  Truly He is Risen!
Everyone is talking about the Corona Virus crisis that has
befallen America, and the whole world. When we hear
or read of the crisis, we come to the conclusion that this
is a pandemic situation and not a political one. Many
of us think that the politicians are behind this, and that
all politicians are responsible for the
financial destruction of the world. I think
we have to look no further than within
ourselves. Yes, I believe that politicians
have a major responsibility to tell us the
truth of what is happening in the world
that we live in.

But no one can deny that each of us who
is personally plagued by this current
Corona Virus has a responsibility towards
our actions, when it comes to following
the rules and laws that were brought out
by our scientists, doctors, politicians,
and those who are in authority. I believe
personally, that the crisis we are going
through in our society is not just simply a mental, physical,
economical, or political one but also a deep-seated spiritual
crisis. Instead of coming together as Christians, we have
lost somewhat the moral value of our existence. Instead of
coming closer to God, we have distanced ourselves from
Him; and by doing that, we suffer tremendously in all areas
of our lives including the financial one. We read of people
who have been trapped financially by this Corona Virus
with no work resulting in the inability to take care of their
families--children are going hungry, people have lost their
jobs, companies are filing for bankruptcy, unemployment
has gone through the roof (25%), people are losing their
homes, the real estate housing market has gone to their
lowest percentage, and the stock market has plunged. So,
what can we do to bring back the good life that we had?

I hope and pray, that through this pandemic we realize
that our lives actually matter, not only to ourselves but
to others. Today, our breath matters, our masks matter,
our hand washing matters. We stay at home to save the
world, and yet we have doctors, nurses, delivery drivers,
police, firefighters, paramedics and pharmacists to save the
world. Who could have imagined that all of these people
mentioned above are now our new heroes? Looking at
these events, will we adapt to the virus,
or will historians talk about it? More
importantly, what will we have learned,
and who will get to tell this story to our
grandchildren?

When a storm subsides, the air is washed
clean of whatever matter has been
obscuring the view, and we can see farther
and sharper than any other time. When
this pandemic clears, will we see where
we were and where we should go in a new
light?

Things have changed, and we have to
change also. We have to look back and
thank God for our health, our care workers, who have
done an amazing job. We owe them a huge debt, because
while we were at home resting, the essential workers kept
us going. These are some examples that we need to follow
as we get out of this mess that we are in today. The whole
idea is: (CARING FOR OTHERS) and not just caring for
ourselves. I think this is a great lesson that these wonderful
people have taught us.

I also would like everyone to pray for those essential
workers who lost their lives during this terrible and ugly
pandemic. Also let’s not forget the thousands of people
who resided in nursing facilities. May our Resurrected
Lord provide the love and compassion for those souls,
and grant them repose of their souls. This pandemic is
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very costly taking over 90,000 American lives and over 200,000
worldwide. Until we find a cure or a vaccine, how many more lives
will be lost?

We may feel free to pursue a change in ways that seem impossible
while “Status Quo” was locked up.

We have stayed home, withdrew from schools, workplaces,
vacations, gyms, parties, bars, sports events, churches and from
the busyness of everyday life. So now we have learned from this
situation, that we can love one another from a distance. We have
separated ourselves to protect each other. We will look back, and
say that we did something good for mankind, by being patient,
by following the CDC guidelines, by praying for one another,
and helping each other in any way that we can be helpful. This
pandemic disease has brought us closer to each other, and has
taught us the value of friendship and life. We realize that death is
around us at all times and that we should be more responsive and
helpful to others who need our help and support.

Our Orthodox Church stresses the unique beauty and value of each
human person. In the Biblical story of Adam and Eve, God gave to
them the free will to choose their lifestyle and make free decisions.
We today, have that same freedom to choose our lifestyle and
make our own decisions. But we have to be careful in our choices.
Our authorities, right or wrong, have given us the opportunity to
get out of our homes, and try to live our lives again. We have been
trapped in our homes for months. We are not used to that form of
life. On the other hand, we have to make certain choices. We can
no longer go back to the life we led before. Lifestyles will change
in America and in the rest of the world. There are no more hugs
to be given, no more embracing and kissing others. We now have
to distance ourselves from others and wear a mask when we are
outside and inside facilities. We must follow the guidelines, or
else we will have thousands more infested by this disease. Even
Churches from now on will be different. For example, the way we
act in church through the distancing ourselves from one another
will be something new and difficult to follow.

Most of the people today think because certain restrictions and
rules have been lifted, that they now could go about the same way
as usual. Again, I say to all of you, until there is a cure for this
disease, we must follow all guidelines. Let’s not forget if we let
our guard down, there will be a second wave of this virus which
will kill more of our loved ones, and we will go back to where we
started from the beginning by closing everything down again. This
is something that we don’t wish to happen.

St. John the Evangelist describes it very clearly; “Everything that
is in the world, the desire of the flesh, and the desire of the eyes
and the arrogance of life, are not from the Father, but they are the
entire world.” (1 John 2:16). So, as we make choices in our lives, we
must always be aware of the responsibilities and the consequences
that we will face, whether positive or negative. In making those
decisions, we will have to give an account to our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

It is no coincidence that one of the Biblical names for the devil is
the “divider” or “disturber” The devil wants us to make choices that
disturb the relationships in our lives, dividing us and cutting us off
from those who give our lives fullness and value. He wants us to
lose everything that we worked for and cherish, and eventually if
we follow his lead, we will cut ourselves off from God. Remember,
“Sin divides and Virtue unifies”

So, the answer to the problems of the world is to get on the right
path to where the road leads us to the embrace of God our Father.
Let’s make the right choice and make sure that we continue to
follow the CDC guidelines. In this way, we not only save our life
but the lives of others.

Again, wishing everyone in the Community to be safe. We will get
through this situation together.

CHRISTOS ANSESTI !! ALHTHOS ANESTI !
CHRIST IS RISEN !! TRULY HE IS RISEN!!

Ayammroi ASehgoi ev Kupiw,

XPIZTOZ ANEZTH!! AAHOOX ANEXTH!

OMot hodv yia v kpion Tov Kopwvoiov mov £mAnge v Apepixn kat
6o 1o kOopo. Otav akovpe 1y Stafdlovpe yia TV kpion ovunepaivovpe
OTLTIPOKELTAL LAt [l KATAOTAOT) TavOnuiag kot Ot KATdoTAoT) TTOALTIKT).
IToA\oi ano eudg motevovpe OTL oL TOALTIKOL givat oW and avTo, Kat
OTL 6AoL ot TToALTIKOL givat VTTEVOLVOL YL TIV OIKOVOULKT] KATAGTPOYPT)
Tov KOopov. Noilw oTt Sev mpémet va To e€etdoovpe mepaTépw, AAA
pe Tov eavTo pag. Nat, motedw 0Tt oL TOMTIKOL €50V peydAn evbovn va
pag ovy Ty aAnBea yia to Tt oupfaivet Tov KOoRO oL {oVE.

AN kaveig Sev umopei va apvnBei 0Tt gpeis, kou 0 kabévag anod epdg
TPOCWTIIKA, TIOV OTjepa LIIOPEPeL and Tov Kopwvoid xel evbovn yia
TIG TIPAEELG TOV, TV TIPOKELTAL YiaL TNV THPNOT] TWV KAVOVWY Kol TWV
vopwv mov Beomiotnkav and tovg Emotipoves, tovg Tiatpoie, toug
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IMoMttikovg pag kat eketvovg mov eival otnv Apxn. Eyw, mpoowmikd
TUOTEVW, OTL 1] KpioT) TTOV TIEpVApe OTNY Kowvwvia pag Oev eivat amhd
SlavonTiky, QUOLKY, OKOVOLKN, 1) TOALTkr), oAld eivar a Pabid
TIVELHATIKT) KpioT). AvTi va epXOHAOTE TIO KOVTA WG XPLoTIAVOi, £X0VpE
xaoet kamwg v nown afia g drap&ng pag. Avti va mAnotalovpe tov
Oed, AMOPAKPUVOLAOTE A0 AVTOV, KL L€ TOV TPOTIO AUTO, VTTOPEPOVLIE
TApA TOAY G€ OGAOVG TOVG TOe(S TNG {wr§ pag, ovpmepthapPavopévng
MG owovopKkng kpiong. Awpalovpe yia avBpdmovg mov €xouvv
nayiSevtei oikovopukd and o Kopovoiod, Exovv peivel xwpic SovAetd pe
anoTéAeopa va aduvatody va gpovTicouV TIG AVAYKES TWV OLKOYEVELDV
TOuG - Ta Taudtd TOVG TeLVoLY, ot dvBpwmol Xavovv Tr SovAeld Tovg, ot
eTalpEieg KNPUTTOVV TTWXEVOT), 1} avepyia Eemepva To dkpov dwTto Tov
(25%), oL 4vBpwTOL XAVOLY TAL OTITLA TOVG, 1) GTEYAOTIKT AYOPA KLV TWY
£XeL TIAEL OTO XAUNAOTEPO TTOGOOTO TNG, KAl 1 XPTUATIOTNPLOKT ayopd
éxet PuBioTei. Aomoy, TL UTOPOVHE VA KAVOUE YL VAL ETIAVAPEPOVIE
v KaAr {wn o eiyape;
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SECOND & THIRD GRADES - YVONNE GALETAKI
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KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: JULY/AUGUST 2020
SUBMISSIONS DUE: JUNE 20"

Please email your article(s) to: msalpeas@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue.
All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT/ MHNYMA AITIO THN ITPOEAPO

To all my beloved parishioners, Xpiotog Avéorn!!!

Christ is Risen! Ayannuévor pov evopites ebyopar v eioaote dAot VYLl Kot
xapovuevor péoa oty mepiméTeln THG TavSnpiag mov SoxipdleTo

I hope you are all healthy and happy during this unfortunate adventure of 0 KaBnuepvoTnTa THG (WS Harg.

the pandemic we are going through that challenge us.
To uévo oiyovpo eivau 6T1 OAN aUTH 1 TEPITETEIRX YOG KAVEL TTLO
SUVATOUS Kol PG TAPAKOVVE VX EKTIUGUE TT10 TIOAD QUTE TIOV
motevovpe 611 moté Sev Oa Aeiyovy and tnv {wi pag.

We have been given challenges but I am sure that we are going to get
stronger out of this! This will get us appreciating those simple things that
we thought we would never be missing!

Let’s consider this sudden event as a great life lesson and take advantage of Ag 1o stpﬁaovy:a o 770“8“[0, .“de’]l/‘,‘x (wrs “UTéITO ,5“90"”“3

any positive thing. YEYOVOG Ko oG TEpovpe amd avTo OAa Tar OeTird képdy.

As a parish, we continue our activities with the completion of the elevator. Eueic oav evopia avveyilovpe 11 SpaoTnpioTHTES HaG Ye THY

This is a wonderful project that will be ready soon on our parishioners ATOTEPATWON TOV AVEAKVOTHPA IOV eival Eva UTIEPOYO £pY0 TIPOG
service. Besides, the architectural design for our bathrooms’ renovation has ekumnpérnon Twv evopitav pag.

been completed as well!
To oxédiae yioe THY AVOKAiVION TV UTEVIWY HoG eivar éTolpa.
Zvveyi(etau n avaxaivion exkAnoiag kor mAateiog
pe axédia yix vynAois oToyovs Kau OeTird
ATOTEAETUATA TIPOG OPELOG OAWY pag.

We have also been working on the renovation of the
church and the Greektown Square. We have great
expectations for this project and we truly believe that it
can be beneficial for all of us.

O maubixog pog otafuds Aeitovpyei kavovikd yia
10 Mo ddKIe aTOUWY IOV SovAEVOVY OTHY TIPWTH
ypouur Adyw ¢ mavdnuias . Eiuaote étowor va
avoibovue yio OAovs yevikd poMis pag To emTpéyel
1 molTein Ko 0 VOHOG .

St. Nicholas Bilingual Early Education Center continues
child care supporting all of those essential persons and first
responders on the front lines combating the COVID-19
pandemic.

We are getting ready to reopen as soon as the state and
the law allow us o do so. To eAAnvixd Zyoleio pag ovveyiler Ta pabijpata Tov
AwSvkmiaxd ko 1y OAy Qo Tedeiwoer kavovid 11
Tovviov . Oa otadovv Ta evleikTind / amolvthpia

TayvOpoIKDG O€ OAa T TXLIc.

Our Greek School continues operating remotely. The Greek
language program ends on Wednesday, June 11th, 2020.
Graduation certificates will be sent to all of our students
using postal service. A Vitrual- Graduation of Sixth graders will take place,
where all the graduate students are going to give a graduations speech in
the presence of Father Michael, the president, their parents and teachers.

Awdvkmiaxd Qo kdvovue TV amogoithon Twv maubiwy ¢ ExTyg
pog Ta omoier B Sraffoovy i exbéveis Tovg mapovain Tov
naTep MiydAy, T0G poédpov , Twv yovéwy ki SaoK&Awy Tovg.

At the same time, we have been working hard on planning the coming

school year. The new year’ school calendar has already been designed Etoupa ke Tot IPOYPRUPATA G Yior THY ETOpevn xpovid pali e

and we are ready to respond to any unexpected situation without loosing 6Aeg Tig amapaityTes mAnpoPopies .

valuable time. Planners are ready too with all the essential information

along. Zag evyapioTolue amd kapdiks yia oAeg Ti¢ Swpeés, ovVEpopés
kou THY amAoyepn fonBeix oag oe avTHV THY SUOKOAN OTIYUN IOV

Last but not least, we would like to thank you all from the bottom of our TIEPVALEL 1] EKKANOIX Y.

hearts for all your donations, subscriptions and generous help during this

challenging time that our church is going through. OMot pali umopotye xau mpémer v atnpifovye Tov Oixo Tov

Together we can and we must support the House of our Lord! Kupiov pas.

Everything you can do will be a great help. Remember, our church relies on

our support and assistance! Ot pmopei 0 kaBévag pag oda Bonbave yiati i exxkAnoia pag

otnpiletan oty Sixi) pag vmoaTipién Ko CUUTAPLOTAOH.
Ag Badovye To xépt oTHY Kapdik pa ko ag avadoyioTovue 0TI

Let’s put our hand on our heart and think if this connection between us g ; 3 ; /
xwpic Ty exkAnoio pog dev B vidpyer kavévag ovvOeouog

would exist without our church. b
Let’s pray for this storm will pass soon so that we can all go back together petay pag.
under our church’s arms.
Ag evynBovue Aoty v mepdoer oUvTOpa AUTH 1 KA TaUYib Kot
Iwish you all health! va emotpéyovue Eavd mah oty aykalid i exxAnoiag pag.
Nu iote mavte kad& Ko va éxete vyeio !l!

With sincere love,

Stamatia leromonahos Me aAnOwh ayémnn

Parish Council President Zrapatio Iepopoviyov

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, Baltimore péedpog Tov ZvuPoviov

Ayiov Nixoddov BaAtiyudpns
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(Continued from pg. 2)

EAmtiCwkautpooe OOt dTLHETW AU THG TG TV NG GLVELSNTOTIOLODE
ot 1 {wn pag mpaypatikd €xet onpacia, Oxt HOVO yia TOUG EAVTOVG
pag, aAAd yla Tovg dAAoVG. ZAuepa, onpacia €xEL 1) AVATTVOT) Hag, ot
pdokeg pag, To TAVOO Twv Xeptdv pag. Exovpe peivel oto omitt ya
V& GWOOVLE TOV KOGUO, WOTOCO £XOVHE YLATPOVS, VOOIAEVTEG, 081 YOUG
TopAdoonG, AOTUVOKOVG, TUPOOPECTEG, TAPAIATPIKO TPOCWTIKO
KAl QAPUAKOTIOONG Vo 0woovv Tov koopo. Tlotog Ba pumopovoe va
pavtaotel 0Tt OAoL avtol ot avBpwToL OV avaPEpovTaL TOPATAVW
eivat ot onuepwvoi poag  véol Npweg; Buwvovtag avtd ta yeyovota, Ba
TIPOCAPHOGTOVE GTOV 10, 1} Ba Aiioovy ot totopikoi yt ‘avtd; To o
onpavtko, Tt pddape kat otog Ba katagéper va Syndel avtv TV
LoTopia OTA EYYOVLIA HAG;

Metd v Katayida, mov o aépag Eemiéveraw xau kaBapileton n
atpoogapa and onotadrnote atoteia mapepunodifovy Ty opatdTTa,
UTTOPOVHE VAL SOVHE TIO HAKPLE KAt TILO £VTOVaL amtd O, Tt OToLadHToTE
AAAn otypn. Otav avtr 1 mavdnuia katalayidoel, Ba Sodpe mov
nuaoctay, kot tod Oa pénel va katevBuvBovpe (e vEo okemTiko;

Ta mpdypata éxovy alldet, kau pémet kau epeis va alhafovpe. Tpémet
va kottdgovpe Tiow Kat va evxaplotioovpe tov Ogd yla v vyela
HaG, TOUG epYalOHEVOVG OTOV Topé TNG PPOVvTISag Hag, Tov €kavav
KatamAnkTikr SovAetd. Toug opeilovpe éva TepAaTIO XPEOG, YLt EVW
NUACTAY OTO OTIHTL KAl AvamavopaoTe, ot facikol epyalopevol pog
Kkpdtnoav opbovg. Avtd eivat pepikd mapadeiypata mov mpénet va
akolovBroovpe otav Ba Pyovpe and avtd To XGog MOV PPLOKOHACTE
onuepa. H kevtpikr déa eivat: (pépitva yia Tovg AAAovg) kat ot Lovo
@povTida yio Tov gavtd poag. Nopilw 6Tt avtoi ot vépoxot avBpwrot
pog €xovv diddket éva peydho pdbnpa.

Ba nBela emiong 6lot va mpooevynBove yla ekeivoug Tovg oVoLDSELG
epyalopevovg mov éxacav Tr {wi) Tovg kata tr Sidpketa TG oPepns
Kot doxnung avtrg mavdnpiag. Emiong, ag pnv Eexvape tig xihddeg
avBpwmwv mov katowoboav oTa ynpokopeia. Evxopaote onwg o
Avaotag Koplog pog mapéyet aydmn kot GUUmOVIA Yo auTd Ta ATopa,
Kal va xapioel avdmavon oTig Yyuxég Ttovg. H mavdnuia avth frav
TIOAY “akpiPr]” k0oTIoe Tavw and 90.000 apepikavikég (WEG, Kat Tavw
ano6 200.000 maykoopiwg. Méxpt va Ppebei pia Beparmeia 1y éva epfoAio,
n60eg axdpn {wég Ba xabovv;

Mropei va awoBavBovpe eAedBepot kat va akolovdricovpe kdmota
aAlayn 0TOVG TPOTIOVG, TIOL pag gauvoTtav adhvato TPpwTa, OTav To
«KaBeotwer» frav kAedwyévo.

Meivape klewdwpévol oto omitt, anoovpbrkape omd ta oyoAeia,
TOUG XWPOUG epyaoiag, TG SLOKOTEG, To YUHVAOTAPWL, Ta TAPTY,
Ta prapdxta, TG abAnTikég exdnAdoels, TG ekkAnoieg ko amd v
noAvdoxohn {wr| g kabnuepwvotntag. Etot twpa éxovpe pdbet ano
QUTHV TNV KATAOTAOT), OTL LTTOPOVLLE VO AYATIANE O €Vag TOV AoV amd
anodotaon. Exovpe xwploTel [le 0kOTO va TPOCTATEVCOLIE O £Vag TOV
dM\ov. Oa kortafovpe miow kat Ba Aépe 6Tt kAvape KATL KaAd yla TV
avBpwoTNTA, e TO Va peivovpe vyLeig, akolovBwvTag Tig 0dnyieg Tov
CDC, pe Trv Tpooevxn TOV €vOg Yia Tov aAlov, kat fonbdvtag o évag
Tov dANO [e OTOLOVONTIOTE TPOTIO (TTOPOVTANE VO PAVOVHE XPTOLHOL.
Avtr) ) TavSnpia TG vOOOUL Hag £QEPE TILO KOVTA TOV €va GToV dANo,
kat pag Sida&e tnv agia g grhiag kat g {wrg. Avtilapfavopaote ot
0 Bdvatog eivau yopw pag avd mdoa oteypn kat 0t Ba mpémet va eipaocte
10 EVEAIKTOL KAl XprioLpoL yia Tovg dANoug mtov xpetalovtau Tr PoriBeta
KAl TNV VOO THPLEN Hag.

H OpB8660&n ExxAnoia pag toviet tn povadikn opopera kat afio ke
avBpwmov. Ztnv BiPAwkn totopia Tov Addu kat tng Evag, o @edg Tovg
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xaptoe tnv ehevBepn PovAnon va emAéEovy Tov tpdmo {wr)g Tovg Kat va
TAPOLY TIG SIKEG TOVG AMOPATELG. Xrjepa, £xovpe TV idta ehevBepia va
emAE§ovE TOV TPOTIO {WNiG MG Kat Vo TTAPOVE TIG SIKEG [LAG AMOPATELG.
AN Tipémet va ellaoTe TIPOoEKTIKOL 0TIG eTthoyég pag. Ot KuPepvrteg,
owoTég 1 AdBog, pag édwoav v gukaipio va Pyovpe anod Ta omitia
pag ko va mpoomadricovue va {joovpe Eavd ™ {wr pag. Exovue
noytdevTel oTa ot ag yia prves. Aev gipacte ovvnBiopévol og avtod
70 TPOTI0 {WN|G. ATIO TIV AAAN TAELPE, Ba TIPETTEL VAL TIAPOLIE OPLOPEVEG
ano@doels. Aev popovpe TAéOV va eTOTpéYoLE 0T (Wi} TTov eixape
nporyoupevws. O tpomog {wiig Ba al\d&et kou oty Apepikr) ald ko
OTOV UTIOAOLTTO KOGUO. AEV LTIAPXOLV TiLA AYKAALEG, OVTE EVAYKAALOHOL
obvte @UAtd oTovg dAAovg. Twpa mpémel va anooTtactonomBovpe and
Toug GA\OVG Kat va @opape pdoka Otav gipaote é&w Kal péoa o€
eowTeplkovg Xwpovs. Ilpémel va akolovBovue TG KkatevBuvTnpleg
ypappés, 1 aduwg Ba éxovpe xhddeg dAa véa kpovopata and v
aoBévela auth. Akopa ko ot ExkAnoieg amd twpa kat oo efng Oa
eivat Stapopetikée. Tia mapadetypa, o TpOTOG OV AglTOVPYOVUE OTNV
ekkAnoia péow g anootactonoinong petald pag Ba eivat k&t TOAD
Kavovpylo Kat SVoKoAo va akoAovOnOei.

Ot eplocdTepot avBpwot orjpepa TATEVOLY , OTL eMEdT) akoAovBovv
OPLOHEVOUG ATIO TOVG TIEPLOPLOLLOVG KUt OL KavOveg Exovy apBel twpa, Ba
pmopovoav va akolovBricovy tov idto Tpdo Lwiig dmws ouvrBwe. Kat
TIAAL Aéw o€ OAOUG oG, pExpL va vTidpEet pia Bepameio yia Ty aoBévela
autr, Oa Tpémet va akorovBeite OAeg Ti 0dnyiec. Ag unv Eexvage, ot
otav Sev eioTe LTIaKovOL Kt TPooeKTIKOL, Ba vTIdpEeL kar SevTepo KA
ToV 1oV 1oV B OKOTWOEL TIEPLOGOTEPOVG ATIO TOVG AYATINUEVOVG HAG,
Kal epeig Ba emotpéyoupe and ekel mov Eekviioape, and TV apxm,
KAeivovtog kat téAL ta mavta. Kat avtd eivat kdtt ov dev Bhovpe va
ovpPel.

O Ayiog Iwéavvng o Evayyehotrg to meptypdget (e TOAT cagrivela.
«O, Tt vdpxet oTOV KOO0, N emBupia TNG odpkag, N embvpia Twv
patidv kat n akafoveia g {wng, dev eivan and Tov Iatépa, aAl&
eivat 0AOKANPoG 0 koopog.» (1 Iwdvvng 2:16). Etol, dtav kdvovpe Tig
emAoyég otn {wr| pag, mpémel mavta va yvwpifovpe Tig evfiveg kat
TIG ovvémeleg oL Ba avTipeTwTicOVE, eite BeTikég eite apvnTikée. T
™ Ayn avtwv twv anogdoswy, Ba Aoyodotrcovpe otov Koplo kat
Zwtnpa pag Inoov Xptoto.

Aev givat Toxaio ov €va amod ta PifAuca ovopata tov Aaorov eivat
0 «Slaxwptotne» i o «mapevoyAntier. O daPfolog Béhel va kavovpe
emAoyég TIov Slatapdooovy TI§ 0xéoeLg oTn {wr| pag, Tov pag xwpilovv
Kol HaG AmOHAaKpOVOLY and ekeivoug mov Sivovy mnpodtnta kat adia
ot (o) pac. Oélet va xdoovpe O, Tt SovAéyape Kal Aatpéyoaypte, Kot
TeAKA va akolovBrcovye To TPOPASIoHA TOV, Va ATIOKOTIOVUE ATIO TOV
O¢o. OupnBeite, “H apaptia xwpilet kat n Apetr| evavel”

Etot, n andvtnon ota mpoPAipata Tov KOOUOL eivat Vo TTAPOVHE TO

0woTO Spopo kel OTOV 0 SpoOpog pag odnyel otV aykaiid Tov Oeod
kat Tatépa pag. Ag k&voupe Tr owoTh eMAOYT KAt Va GLyOUPELTOVHE
oTL ovveyiCovpe va akolovBovpe Tig 0dnyieg Tov CDC. Me avtdv Tov
TpoTO, OX1 HOVO eEacpalifovpe Tn fwn pag odkd kat Tr wn A wv.

Kat méht, edyopar og dAovg otnv Kowodtnra va eiote acpaleis. Ohot

padi Oa Eemepdoovpie auth T kataoTaon.

XPIXTOZ ANEXTH!!! AAHOOX ANEXTH!!
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °°* NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIXZ NEAX IEPXZEHX

Statement of Support

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,
Xototog Avéotn)! Christ is Risen!

Recently there was a disturbing article in the Turkish press which libelously
claimed that several high-profile religious figures including His All-Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew were collaborators of the Fethullah Giilen movement. The article
baselessly contends that the collaborators within this movement, a movement which is
labeled as a terrorist organization in Turkey, were supporters of the attempted coup that
took place in Turkey in 2016. These false and dangerous statements are simply
unacceptable.

The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey strongly and unequivocally
condemns such accusatory language. Furthermore, the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of
New Jersey fully supports our spiritual leader, His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, and the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, the Center of
Orthodoxy, in light of these false and baseless claims. The ministry of His All-Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew has always been Christ-centered. His efforts to bring
people of various backgrounds together in love has been a highlight of his lifelong
ministry. Moreover, the Ecumenical Patriarchate has been and will always be the Church
of peace, love, and faithful dedication to Christ’s Gospel.

The truly alarming and troubling statements emanating from this biased press
report are nothing short of irresponsible as they seek to stir resentment against

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ, 07090-1656 « Tel: (908) 301-0500 « Fax: (908) 301-1397
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communities that have already suffered immensely during the last century. Furthermore,
these statements hinder the positive cooperation that has been made between people of
varying communities. It is my sincerest hope and prayer that the truth prevails and that
the public is not led astray by this shameful display of prejudice and, instead, looks
towards the lifelong and admirable words and actions of His All-Holiness who is an

example to the entire world community of living Christ’s Gospel.

Praying that our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ, who is “the way, the truth,
and the life” (John 14:6) keeps guard over you, I remain,

With Paternal Love and Blessings in the Risen Lord,

tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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HOLY PENTECOST - JUNE 7

HNEHTH

Holy Pentecost

Courtesy of the Orthodox Archdioese of America
www.goarch.org

After the Saviour’s Ascension into the Heavens, the eleven
Apostles and the rest of His disciples, the God-loving
women who followed after Him from the beginning, His
Mother, the most holy Virgin Mary, and His brethren-all
together about 120 souls returned from the Mount of Olives
to Jerusalem. Entering into the house where they gathered,
they went into the upper room, and there they persevered
in prayer and supplication, awaiting the coming of the Holy
Spirit, as their Divine Teacher had promised them. In the
meanwhile, they chose Matthias, who was elected to take the
place of Judas among the Apostles.

Thus, on this day, the seventh Sunday of Pascha, the tenth
day after the Ascension and the fiftieth day after Pascha, at
the third hour of the day from the rising of the sun, there
suddenly came a sound from Heaven, as when a mighty
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wind blows, and it filled the whole house where the Apostles
and the rest with them were gathered. Immediately after
the sound, there appeared tongues of fire that divided and
rested upon the head of each one. Filled with the Spirit, all
those present began speaking not in their native tongue, but
in other tongues and dialects, as the Holy Spirit instructed
them.

The multitudes that had come together from various places
for the feast, most of whom were Jews by race and religion,
were called Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and so forth,
according to the places where they dwelt. Though they spoke
many different tongues, they were present in Jerusalem by
divine dispensation. When they heard that sound that came
down from Heaven to the place where the disciples of Christ
were gathered, all ran together to learn what had taken place.
But they were confounded when they came and heard the
Apostles speaking in their own tongues. Marvelling at this,
they said one to another, “Behold, are not all these which
speak Galileans? And how hear we every man in our own
tongue, wherein we were born?” But others, because of their
foolishness and excess of evil, mocked the wonder and said
that the Apostles were drunken.

Then Peter stood up with the eleven, and raising his voice,
spoke to all the people, proving that that which had taken
place was not drunkenness, but the fulfilment of God’s
promise that had been spoken by the Prophet Joel: “And it
shall come to pass in the last days, that I shall pour out of
My Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and daughters shall
prophesy” (Joel 2:28), and he preached Jesus of Nazareth
unto them, proving in many ways that He is Christ the
Lord, Whom the Jews crucified but God raised from the
dead. On hearing Peter’s teaching, many were smitten
with compunction and received the word. Thus, they were
baptized, and on that day about three thousand souls were
added to the Faith of Christ.

Such, therefore, are the reasons for today’s feast: the coming
of the All-holy Spirit into the world, the completion of the
Lord Jesus Christ’s promise, and the fulfilment of the hope
of the sacred disciples, which we celebrate today. This is
the final feast of the great mystery and dispensation of
Gods incarnation. On this last, and great, and saving day of
Pentecost, the Apostles of the Saviour, who were unlearned
fishermen, made wise now of a sudden by the Holy Spirit,
clearly and with divine authority spoke the heavenly
doctrines. They became heralds of the truth and teachers
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of the whole world. On this day they were ordained and
began their apostleship, of which the salvation of those three
thousand souls in one day was the comely and marvellous
first fruit.

Some erroneously hold that Pentecost is the “birthday of the
Church?” But this is not true, for the teaching of the holy
Fathers is that the Church existed before all other things.
In the second vision of The Shepherd of Hermas we read:
“Now brethren, a revelation was made unto me in my sleep
by a youth of exceeding fair form, who said to me, ‘Whom
thinkest thou the aged woman, from whom thou receivedst
the book, to be?’ I say, “The Sibyl’ “Thou art wrong, saith
he, ‘she is not! “‘Who then is she?’ I say. “The Church, saith
he. I said unto him, ‘Wherefore then is she aged?” ‘Because,
saith he, ‘she was created before all things; therefore is she
aged, and for her sake the world was framed.” Saint Gregory
the Theologian also speaks of “the Church of Christ ...
both before Christ and after Christ” (PG 35:1108-9). Saint
Epiphanius of Cyprus writes, “The Catholic Church, which
exists from the ages, is revealed most clearly in the incarnate
advent of Christ” (PG 42:640). Saint John Damascene
observes, “The Holy Catholic Church of God, therefore,
is the assembly of the holy Fathers, Patriarchs, Prophets,
Apostles, Evangelists, and Martyrs who have been from the
very beginning, to whom were added all the nations who
believed with one accord” (PG 96, 1357c). According to
Saint Gregory the Theologian, “The Prophets established
the Church, the Apostles conjoined it, and the Evangelists
set it in order” (PG 35, 589 A). The Church existed from the
creation of the Angels, for the Angels came into existence
before the creation of the world, and they have always been
members of the Church. Saint Clement, Bishop of Rome,
says in his second epistle to the Corinthians, the Church
“was created before the sun and moon”; and a little further
on, “The Church existeth not now for the first time, but hath
been from the beginning” (II Cor. 14).

That which came to pass at Pentecost, then, was the
ordination of the Apostles, the commencement of the
apostolic preaching to the nations, and the inauguration of
the priesthood of the new Israel. Saint Cyril of Alexandria
says that “Our Lord Jesus Christ herein ordained the
instructors and teachers of the world and the stewards of
His divine Mysteries ... showing together with the dignity
of Apostleship, the incomparable glory of the authority
given them ... Revealing them to be splendid with the great
dignity of the Apostleship and showing them forth as both
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stewards and priests of the divine altars . . . they became fit
to initiate others through the enlightening guidance of the
Holy Spirit” (PG 74, 708-712). Saint Gregory Palamas says,
“Now, therefore ... the Holy Spirit descended ... showing the
Disciples to be supernal luminaries ... and the distributed
grace of the Divine Spirit came through the ordination of the
Apostles upon their successors” (Homily 24, 10). And Saint
Sophronius, Bishop of Jerusalem, writes, “After the visitation
of the Comforter, the Apostles became high priests” (PG 87,
3981B). Therefore, together with the baptism of the Holy
Spirit which came upon them who were present in the upper
chamber, which the Lord had foretold as recorded in the
Acts, “ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days hence” (Acts 1:5), the Apostles were also appointed
and raised to the high priestly rank, according to Saint
John Chrysostom (PG 60, 21). On this day commenced
the celebration of the Holy Eucharist by which we become
“partakers of the Divine Nature” (I Peter 1:4). For before
Pentecost, it is said of the Apostles and disciples only that
they abode in “prayer and supplication” (Acts 1:14); it is only
after the coming of the Holy Spirit that they persevered in
the “breaking of bread,’that is, the communion of the Holy
Mysteries-"and in prayer” (Acts 2:42).

The feast of holy Pentecost, therefore, determined the
beginning of the priesthood of grace, not the beginning of
the Church. Henceforth, the Apostles proclaimed the good
tidings “in country and town,” preaching and baptizing and
appointing shepherds, imparting the priesthood to them
whom they judged were worthy to minister, as Saint Clement
writes in his first Epistle to the Corinthians (I Cor. 42).

Apolytikion of Pentecost
Plagal of the Fourth Tone

Blessed are You, O Christ our God, who made fishermen all-
wise, sending upon them the Holy Spirit and, through them,
netting the world. O Loving One, glory to You.

Kontakion of Pentecost
Plagal of the Fourth Tone

When the Most High came down and confounded tongues
of men (Babel), He divided the Nations. When He dispensed
the Tongues of Fire, He called all to unity, and with one voice
we glorify the Most Holy Spirit.
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °°* NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIX NEAX IEPXZEHX

Archpastoral Message - May 18, 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New
Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,
Xototog Avéotn)! Christ is Risen!

I pray this message finds you well physically and spiritually, experiencing all of
God’s Heavenly Blessings as we continue to celebrate the glorious Resurrection of our
Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ.

As some states begin the slow and cautious process of permitting certain public
areas to reopen in light of the recent progress made against the COVID-19 pandemic, we
are filled with hope that we are slowly, yet eventually, arriving at the end of this most
trying time. This is not to say that the end of the pandemic is imminent, but rather the
progress made gives us cause to have cautious optimism that, God-willing, all of our
Ecclesiastical Communities will be permitted to open their doors again in the near future.
These months have been difficult especially for the devout faithful who have been
yearning to attend the Divine Services, longing to pray in the House of God, and desiring
to participate fully in the Sacramental life of the Church both with their spiritual presence
and their physical presence. Although currently it is not the case, it is our most fervent
prayer and our sincerest hope that the reopening of Ecclesiastical Communities to the
devout faithful will be possible in the near future. In light of this, we must prepare
ourselves both pragmatically and spiritually for when this day, God-willing, soon arrives.

For months the devout faithful have been unable to participate physically in the
Divine Liturgy. The day is coming soon, however, when you will hear the resounding
words of the Divine Liturgy, “With the fear of God, with faith and with love, draw near.”
I implore you all to inscribe these words on your hearts always. On the one hand, these
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sacred words of the Divine Liturgy prepare us to receive the precious Body and Blood of
our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ. On the other hand, however, they take on
additional meaning for us in these present circumstances. As we prepare to physically

gather again soon for the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, these words will serve as an
angelic herald which calling all devout faithful to action. Having been distanced from
your Ecclesiastical Communities for months, these words will inspire you to approach
our Lord and, when called to Him, to not turn our face away from Him. Therefore, when
the day comes that we will be permitted to safely gather together physically in united
prayer, I encourage you to be spiritually courageous and draw near to our Lord in
unwavering faith and unfettered love exclaiming, “Here I am, Lord” (Is. 6:8).

Though some people may feel trepidation in physically attending the Divine
Services, I implore you to not allow anything to deter you from drawing near to our Lord
and Savior so that you may experience the everlasting life He offers to you through His
Divine Liturgy. For our Lord tells us, “I am the living bread which came down from
heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give
for the life of the world is my flesh” (John 6:51).

As we patiently and prayerfully wait for the eventual reopening of our Parish
Communities so that we may, “with faith and with love, draw near,” 1 beseech each and
every one of you to encourage and to spiritually embolden one another. Though our
Ecclesiastical Communities have endured much over the past couple months, let us be
abounding with faith and love for each other and for our Communities so that when the
doors of our Churches open again, we will be ready physically and spiritually to serve
Christ and His Church.

Praying that our Loving Lord continues to guard and guide each of you and your
families, I remain,

With Paternal Love and Blessings in the Risen Lord,

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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THE SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS - JUNE 14

The Sunday of All Saints

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
www.goarch.org

Reading:

Honouring the friends of God with much reverence,
the Prophet-King David says, “But to me, exceedingly
honourable are Thy friends, O Lord” (Ps. 138:16). And
the divine Apostle, recounting the achievements of the
Saints, and setting forth their memorial as an example
that we might turn away from earthly things and from
sin, and emulate their patience and courage in the
struggles for virtue, says, “Wherefore seeing we also
are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us lay aside every burden, and the sin which doth
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race
that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1).
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This commemoration began as the Sunday (Synaxis)
of All Martyrs; to them were added all the ranks of
Saints who bore witness (the meaning of “Martyr” in
Greek) to Christ in manifold ways, even if occasion did
not require the shedding of their blood.

Therefore, guided by the teaching of the Divine
Scriptures and Apostolic Tradition, we the pious
honour all the Saints, the friends of God, for they are
keepers of Gods commandments, shining examples
of virtue, and benefactors of mankind. Of course,
we honour the known Saints especially on their own
day of the year, as is evident in the Menologion. But
since many Saints are unknown, and their number has
increased with time, and will continue to increase until
the end of time, the Church has appointed that once
a year a common commemoration be made of all the
Saints. This is the feast that we celebrate today. It is the
harvest of the coming of the Holy Spirit into the world;
it is the “much fruit” brought forth by that “Grain of
wheat that fell into the earth and died” (John 12:24);
it is the glorification of the Saints as “the foundation
of the Church, the perfection of the Gospel, they who
fulfilled in deed the sayings of the Saviour” (Sunday of
All Saints, Doxasticon of Vespers).

In this celebration, then, we reverently honour and
call blessed all the Righteous, the Prophets, Apostles,
Martyrs, Confessors, Shepherds, Teachers, and Holy
Monastics, both men and women alike, known and
unknown, who have been added to the choirs of the
Saints and shall be added, from the time of Adam until
the end of the world, who have been perfected in piety
and have glorified God by their holy lives. All these,
as well as the orders of the Angels, and especially our
most holy Lady and Queen, the Ever-virgin Theotokos
Mary, do we honour today, setting their life before us as
an example of virtue, and entreating them to intercede
in our behalf with God, Whose grace and boundless
mercy be with us all. Amen.
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St.Nicholas Greek Folk Festival and FATHER’S DAY

by Eva Lallas

June, the long awaited month which each of us looks forward to each year anticipating
the joyous events that were in the planning for many months: school graduations,
summer vacations, weddings, reunions with family and friends, travels to new or
favorite places, picnics and barbeques, lazy days at the beach, and weeks of relaxation
away from the routine of work and school.

Of course, at our beloved St.Nicholas Community the annual Greek Folk Festival
becomes a reality of four fun filled days enjoyed by all in the Baltimore Metropolitan
area and surrounding States. This year, however, has brought an abrupt and drastic
change to our usual visions of June as the country has been infected by the corona virus
19. Following three months of living under shut-down and stay at home orders, we

are in a gradual ‘opening” mode: limited public gatherings are permitted but greatly
discouraged.

This health crisis has left an enormous void in the life of our community where members are accustomed to interacting
regularly with each other at church. We have missed the comradery of months of preparation, working and hosting the
delightful festival which showcases our Greek traditions, religion, culture, and homemade foods while helping our St.Nicholas
Church financially. This void is being felt not only by those who are actively involved in the festival but by the hundreds who
anxiously awaited to visit and participate in an authentic Greek festival in the heart of Baltimore’s Greektown.

At this time please allow the author to make a plea to all who are reading the Koinonia for your kind and enthusiastic
support of St.Nicholas during this time of financial need. The health crisis has negatively affected the regular donations to our
church made especially during Holy Week and the Folk Festival. Please consider completing your stewardship pledge, making
a monetary donation, and lighting a candle in honor or in memory of a loved one, and purchasing the raffle tickets which
will be mailed to all parishioners shortly. We who are avid supporters of St.Nicholas thank you in advance and await the day
when our churches will reopen and we will greet you and warmly express our gratitude in person.

Looking on the brighter side, with or without co-vid19, one uplifting day in June which remains steadfast is the celebration
of Father’s Day. As long as God’s Grace keeps us well, we will once again be able to give special tributes to our fathers on this
day for all they do for their families. On this day we also honor the memory of our departed fathers. In reality, every day
should be a day to honor and show our love and appreciation for our fathers. They are our guardians, our role models, our
protectors, and our providers. We are probably never aware of the sacrifices that dads regularly make to keep their families
in tact.

It is a given that as a community we have always appreciated our spiritual father, Father Michael Pastrikos who has tirelessly
and selflessly taught us by example to live our lives closer to Jesus. This year’s corona virus crisis has been especially taxing
because the churches were ordered closed since March 16 and each liturgy and service, including Holy Week, was celebrated
while the church pews remained empty. Even during this crisis while the services were live streamed, Father Michael still
included as he has always done, his personal message of encouragement, teaching us to have a closer relationship with Jesus
in addition to the homily. Father Michael is a “people person” and enjoys communicating with his parishioners and all who
attend the coffee hour following the services, which were not to be during these months. Taking precautionary measures
Father will once again offer prayers for our departed brothers and sisters on Memorial Day at Oaklawn Cemetery. Father
Michael continues to give top priority to the spiritual needs of his parishioners.

It is the author’s hope that by June 21 health restrictions will have been lifted so that we can properly honor Father Michael
on Father’s Day for he has been the guiding force in energizing our St.Nicholas Church in the true Christian Spirit.

Happy Fathers Day, Father Michael !!!
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IOYNIOX -- EAAHNIKO AAIKO IIANHT'YPI ATIOY NIKOAAOY
--EOPTH TOY IIATEPA

Ané v Evayyedia Aadé

IOYNIOZ, o molvavauevouevos unvag, mov o kabévag pag mepiuéver kibe xpdvo, avauévovtag Tig
XapOUUEVES EKONAWTELS TIOV EIVAXL TIPOYPAUUXTIOUEVES YIo TOALOVG UHVEG: TYOAIKEG XTTOPOITHTELS,
kadokaipivég Siakomés, yauovs, cUVAVTACELS e THY oiKoyével kKot TovG gilovg, Takidio oe véa 1)
ayamnuéve pépn, TKviK Ko pmdpumekiov, nuépes pid oty mapadio ko efdopddes yaddpwons pakpidk
Q710 TH POVTIVA THG EPYATING Kt TOV OY0AglOv.

Duoikd, otny ayamnuévn pag Kowotyta tov Ayiov Nikoddov, To etrioio EAAnviko Aaixo Haviyvp
Tipvel Ohpra Ko 00T& pe TiG Téooepels peudtes Siaokédaon nuépes mov amorauPdavovy 6Aor otnv

neprox s Mntpomoditiksi Batiuopns kot twv yopw IHoliteiwv. H geTivy xpovid, wotdoo, éyer pépet
i arméToun kot Spaotikh) adayn ora ovvyBiopéva pag opduata Tov lovviov, kabws 1 xwpa éxer polvvOei amo Tov 16 Tov Covid-19. Metd amo Tperg
unves eykleiorov SiaPiwons axodovbwvrag tig odnyies Tlapauévovue a1o omiti’, fploKOUAOTE 0TH OTASIAKY ETAVAAEITOVPYI OTO «&VOLYUa»: TTOV
ETITPETOVTAL L€ TIEPIOPLOTIKG UETPA 01 SpbaLes oVYkeVTpTels, aANd ge peydAo fabud amobippuvorns.

Avti 17 kpion vyeiag donoe éva Tepdotio kevo oty {wi ¢ Kowbétnds pag dmov 1o uédn eivan ovvybiopéva va addnloemidpovy taktixd petad

T0UG 0TNY ekkAnaie. Exovue Y&oer TH GUVIPOPIKOTHTA KAT& TOVG UHVEG THG TIPOETOLUATING, pyaoiag kot pilo&eviag Tov viépoyov peoTifdA mov
avadetvver TG eEAAnvikés mapadooeis pag, T Oproxeia, Tov TOMTIONS, kKl Ta OTITIKE PaynTd, evd) mapdAdnda Bonbier oxovouikd v ExkAnoia pog
100 Ayiov NikoAdov. Avté To kevo yiveTar aioOnTo Oyt povo amé eKeivous mov CUUUETEXOVY evepyd 0To PeoTIBAA, A& amd TiG exaTovTddes GALwy
avBpwnwy mov pe aywvia mepipevay va emokepovy kL v cuppueTdaxovy o€ pia avBeviky eEAAnviKH yiopTH oTnY Kaplik TG EAAnvikn¢ Hapoikiog
¢ BaAtiubprg.

AvTi) TH 0TIy TAPAKAAD ETUTPEYTE OTHY VTIOPAIVOUEVH VA K&Vel ékkAnon o€ 6Aovg 6ot Siafdlovy Ty Kowwvia yia Ty evyevikh ko eykdpdia
vmoathpiéi oag mpog Tov Ayto Nikodao, katd T Sibpretia avTig THG TEPIOSOV THG O1kovOuIKTG avaykns. H kpion vyeiag emnpéace apvntind Tig
TakTIKEG Swpeés aTnY ekkAnoia pag, eidikd katd 1 Oidpreta TiG MeydAng ESopddas ko Tov EAAnvikov Aaikod PeotiffdA. Hapaxaobue va
eketdoete TV odoxMipwon TnG véoyeot oag mpog Ty EBedovtiks Ilpoogopd oug, kdvovtag pa xpruatiky Swped, kar avaPovrag éva kepi viép
vyeiag 1 VTEP avaTavoEWS EVOG AYaTUEVOD TIPOoWTOY, KaBWS KAt THY ayopd Twv Aayeiwy mov O Tayvdpounbovv oe 6Aovg Tovg evopiteg avvTOUA.
Eueig, mov eipaote maotol vmootypikTéG Tov Apiov NIKOA&OV 600G eVYapLOTOVUE EK TWV TIPOTEPWY Kol

TEPIUEVOVUE TNV HUEPa TIOV 01 ekkAnaies pa Oo avoibovyv ex véov kar Oa oo yaupetrioovpe exppdlovTag TV EVYVWUOOVVI UAG TIPOOWTIIKG.

Korrélovrag amo v mo gwtews] mhevpd, pe 1 xwpic Covid-19, i avalwoyovytiki nuépa tov Iovvio mov mapauéver otabepr) eivau n Eopth THG
Huépag tov IHatépa. Oco n Xapn tov Ocot pag kpatd kadd, Ou pmopéoovpe yiow kAA pioe opd v 0pTROOVUE TOUS TATEPES PAG QRUTHY THY HUEPX
YL 6, TL KAVOUY YIax TIG OIKOYEVELEG TOUG. AUTH THY HUEPX TILOVUE ETTIONG TH UVIHUN TwV ATEABOVTWY TATEPWY PG, XTHY TIPayUaTIKOTH T, KAOe uépa
Oa mpémer va eivou pua nuépa yie vae Tipioovpe ko v Seibovpe THY aydmn ko THY EKTIUNON PaG 0TOVG TATEPES pas. Eivau o1 pvdakes pag, Ta mpdTuma
UG, o1 TPOOTATES pag kot ot ipopnBevtés pag. Ibavétata Sev yvwpilovpe moté 116 Quoieg IOV KAVOUY TAKTIKE 01 UTIAUTIGES It VO KPATHOOVY TIG
OIKOYEVELEG TOUG YA

Eivau dedopévo 611 ws Kowdtnta mavta extipovoayue o Ivevpatio pos IHatépa, Tov Iatépa Miyand Iaotpixd, 0 0moiog axolpaota Kol
avidiotedawg pag didake mws va (oovue T4 {wi pag mo kovtd atov Inoov. H epetvy) kpion tov Kopwvoiot pag éxer mAnder idiaitepa otkovopxd,
8161 o1 exkAnoies katd Siatayr) Twv KuPepvoviwy énpeme va mapapeivovy kAelotés and i 16 Maptiov koeu kife Aeitovpyia ko Axolovia,
ovpmepidapfavouévys s MeyaAns EfSopddas, eoptdotyke, evw ta otaoidie TnG ExxAnoiag mapépevay kevd. Axoun kou katd T Sidpreia
auTHG THG Kpiong, ev o1 AkolovBieg fTav oe (wvTavi petddoon, o Iatépag MiyanA mepiddpfave, 6w TavTa éKave, TO TPOOWTKD TOV UHVUUN
evBappuvorns, uag Sidaoke, ekToG amd THY optdios Tov, va Exovpe i 110 0TEVH Oxéon pe Tov Inoov. Aaufavovras mpoAnmtid uétpa o Ikrep
npooevynOnke kL mhi yix Tovg adedpovs kar Ti¢ abeA@é pag mov Eyovy amodnunoer eig Kopiov, thv Huépa twv Myviuootvwy oto Nexpotageio
Oaklawn. O Iltep Miyand ovveyi(er va amodider vynAy mPOTEPAIOTHTA OTIG TVEVUATIKEG AVEYKEG TWY EVOPITWY TOV.

EAmida tn6 vmogauvouévyg eivau 611 puéypr v 211 Iovviov Oa éyovv apbei o1 Ilepiopiopol Yyeiag, wote vaw umopotye v TIUHOOVUE OWITE TOV
Iatépa MixanA yix Tyv Huépa tov Iatépa, 81611 avtos fray i kivythpia Svvaun yia v evepyomoinon 1 ExkAnoiag pog tov Ayiov Nikoddov, pe
npayuatiko Xpiotiaviko Ivevua.

Xpovia IToAAa Iatépa MixanA yua tnv Hpépa tov ITatépa!!
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To ALL PARISHIONERS

Our church has fallen into trying times
during this worldwide pandemic.
We are now encountering financial
dificulties, and hope that you can find
it in your heart to give just a little bit
more. Any amount will help.

Visit www.stnicholasmd.org
and click on the “Give” link beneath
the stewardship tree.

Our hearts are heavy as we close all
church services to our parishioners,
but will continue to provide
live-streaming of all services.

The liturgal calendar can be found on
page 33, and the link for the
live-stream can be found on our
homepage at
www.stnicholasmd.org

We pray that by the grace of God this pandemic will come to an end soon.
Please stay safe and continue to pray for our church,
our parishioners, and the world.

*NOTE *
Due to the current quarantine, and the inabiltity to access certain files,
we are unable to include the stewardship and memorial donation lists.

We appreciate your understanding.
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SUPPORT ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH

Dear Fellow Parishioners and
Friends of St. Nicholas church,

“Even from home, you
can still offer your help
by lighting a candle at St.
icholas” In all Greek
Orthodox churches, one
of the first things most
eople do upon entering
1s to light their candle
and offer prayer/s. We
light candles to pray for
protection and to be
reminded by the flame
of Gods Tlove which
enlightens and warms our
heart.

By lighting a candle and offering a prayer, one enters into
closer contact with the Church and her ministry to the faithful,
invisibly warming the soul by the visible light of the candle.
We then proceed to kiss the Icons as we would kiss beloved
friends and relatives when we enter their house.

During this trying period in our church’s history, now more
than ever St. Nicholas needs our help in sustaining the
church’s ministries and expenses. But due to this Coronavirus
outbreak, we cannot make our donations in person because we
have to continue to follow the guidelines of social distancing
for everyone’s health.

In practice, when lighting a candle in Church, we usually make
a small offering to the Church. When you go to our web site,
we have set up a Donate button that will allow you to make an
online donation for various areas, i.e. Stewardship, Memorials,
In Honor of someone and for Candles. Follow the instructions
shown to set up your profile so you can make your online
donations to St. Nicholas church.

Go to the following site for all Donations: https://stnicholasmd.
org/give Click on the image of the Candles to transition to
our donation site where your electronic transactions will be
taken. Donate any amount. Every little bit helps and if you
wish, enter a message in the text field provided.

The next time you watch via Live stream one of our church
services, we hope to be able to light up our church with our
candle/kandili since we cannot be there to light it up with our
presence. To live stream the service, you can navigate to the St.
Nicholas Web Site at: https://stnicholasmd.org and then you
will find the You Tube Link.

“I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in
darkness but will have the light of life” (John 8:12)

May our St. Nicholas and all of our saints intercede for you
and your families during this difficult time. With faith, with
love and our prayers, we will get through this together.

Best regards,

Stamatia Ieromonahos,
President and the Members of the Parish Council
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
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Ayammuévol Hov evopiteg,

«AxoOa KL and TO OTITL pHag,
UTTOPOVUE VO TIPOCPEPOVE
Bonbeia  avaPovtag  éva
kepakt otov Ay. NikoAao».
To mpwto mpaypa MOV KAvel
k&Be TOTOG OTAV EloEpXETAL
otov xwpo ag EAAnvikng
OpBddong exkAnoiag eivat
va mpooevxnOel avapovrtag
éva kepl. AvaPoupe to kepi
KaL TpOooevXOpaoTe {TdvTtag
v mpootacia Tov. H pAdya
Tov keptov Bupiler Tnv aydmn
Tov Oeov oV QwTilel Kat
{eoTaivel TIG YUXES pHog.

Avapovtag Aowmov éva kepi,
KAVOVTAG i TIPOOELYN
€PXOLAOTE TILO KOVTA O¢ avtd mov anokahovpe Iepo. To opatd gwg
TOL KePLOV {eaTaivel adpata TIg YuXEG TWV TUOTDV.

Yotepa, mAnoldlovpe kar @oVHE TG €kOVeEG Twv Ayiwv, Onwg

QUAODE T ayannpéva Hag TPOCWTA 1) TOVG OLYYeVeiG pag kabdg
UTaiVOVE GTO OTITL TOVG .

e avtr v §VokoAn Tepiodo mov Stavdovpe, TWpa TEPLOGHTEPO
and moté, o Aylog Nikdhaog xpetdletar v Porbed cag ya va
Kata@épovpe va dlatnpricovpe TV Aettovpyia TngG ekkAnoiog pag
kat va avtaneEéNBovpe ata ¢5oda.

Avotuxwg, Aoyw NG @vong tov b, Sev umopolpe va kKavovue
Swpeég oty ekkAnoia mpdowno pe mpdcwNo kabws ogeilovpe
va akohovBroovpe TIg 0dnyieg THPNONG anooTdoewy peTald Twv
ATOHWY.

v ovoia, dtav avaPoupe éva kepi, OUVHBWG KAVOVHE fua HKpN
TPOoPOPa 0TV ekkAnoia. Mmaivovtag oty nAektpovikr dievBuvon
NG ekKAnoiog pag, vmapyet mAéov 1 emthoyr «Awped» ( Donation
button) ov oag emtpénet va kdvete kdbe eidovg Swped StadikTvakd
( ya pvnuoovva, ya kepd kth.). AkolovBrote TG odnyieg mov
elpavilovtar 0Tov Aoyaplaopd cag yla va kavete Ty dwped oag
oty ekkAnaia tov Ayiov NikoAdov Stadtktvaxd.

EmAéyovtag «Kepia» (Candles) kat twv apiBud twv kepiwv mov
emBupeite Vo avAWOULE Yla E0AG KAl TV OIKOYEVELY 0O,

Mropeite emiong va avayete Kavtiit palovtag v avtioton
emhoyr otV nhektpovikn celida Tov Ayiov NikoAdov.

To k60106 Tov Keplod avépyetar oo $1.00, evad o Kavtiit kooTilet
$10.00 kot n Aapmdda $25.00.

Kd&Be pkpr) mpoogopa cag amotelei peydAn Porbeia yua tnv
ekKAnoio pag.

Tnv enopevn @opd mov Ba mapakolovdrioete Stadiktvakd tnv
Aertovpyia ™G ekkAnoiag pag, eimifovpe va avdyete 10 OKO
0ag KepAkL 1 KavtiAL agov Tia eivan adVvatov va To avayeTe gv
Tapovoia oag.

«Eipat o @wg Tov koopov. Ekeivog mov pe axolovBei dev Ba
TEPTIALTIOEL GTO OKOTASL, Bat €xel T Pwg TG {wne»
(John 8:12)

Ebyopat o Ayiog Nikohaog kat OAot ot Aylol va mpooTatevovv
€04G KAl TIG OIKOYEVELEG Gag eV OYeL TNG SVOKOANG TepLdSov mov
Stavvovyle.

Me mioTn, aydmn kat mpocevxn, oot pali Ba katagépovpe va to
Eemepaoovpe Kt avTo!

Me ektipnon

H ITpdedpog

Zrapartio Iepopovayov

Kat o Aonkntikd XvpPovito g EANAnvikng ExkAnoiag
Ayiov Nikohdov Baltiuopng
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °" NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIX NEAX IEPXZEHX

Pontian Greek Genocide Remembrance 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all
devout Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of
New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,
Xowotog Avéo)! Christ is Risen!

This year marks the 101-year commemoration of the Pontian Greek Genocide in
which hundreds of thousands of Pontian Greeks were murdered, more than a million
more were forced to seek refuge in Greece, homes were confiscated, and countless
Greek Orthodox churches and monasteries were destroyed. This is a dark period in the
history of the world, one that will forever be a blight on the Turkish nation which
perpetrated these heinous acts. Though the Turks tried to systematically exterminate
entire populations, they can never exterminate the truth of these crimes. Though they
attempted to eradicate the Orthodox faith, they will never be able to silence our people
and our fervent prayers. Though they endeavored to destroy our history, culture, and
language, they will never be able to do so because our identity is engrained in Pontos
and all of Turkey.

Still, the events that took place just over one hundred years ago should forever
serve as a reminder to each of us that evil persists and it should always serve as a
reason for us to be vigilant against the dark forces of the world. Therefore, it is of the
utmost importance that we teach the world of the atrocities perpetrated against the
Pontian Greeks so that the rest of the world may recognize and acknowledges as fact
the crimes that took place against the Pontian Greeks.

In addition, we must endeavor to educate our youth concerning these terrible
events since they constitute part of our history. We should also cultivate in them a love

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ, 07090-1656 « Tel: (908) 301-0500 ¢ Fax: (908) 301-1397
Web: www.nj.goarch.org ¢ E-mail: metropolis@nj.goarch.org
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and appreciation for their faith, history, culture, language, and traditions. This is the
most fitting and surest way in which we may honor those who lost their lives and

commemorate the efforts of those who heroically struggled to save others during those
bleak days. Therefore, I implore you to teach your communities about Pontian Greek
history and culture with a particular emphasis on the tragic events that took place a
century ago, never forgetting that our identity is tied to the past, but our destiny is
rooted in the future with our youth. Furthermore, I ask that our parishes hold a
memorial service on Sunday, May 17, 2020 for the repose of the souls of those who
had lost their lives in the Pontian Greek Genocide.

It is my sincerest hope and prayer that through our continued educational efforts
we will be able to adequately inform both friends and neighbors as to the trials and
tribulations suffered by Pontian Greeks with the goal of the Pontian Greek Genocide
receiving worldwide recognition as a crime against humanity. Let us never forget those
who lost their lives in this senseless slaughter, but let us also look towards the future in
building a vibrant appreciation for Pontic Greek history and culture both within and
outside of our own Hellenic communities.

With Paternal Love and Blessings in the Risen Lord,

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

avapiOunteg

aAnOewx Twv

ITpog Tov evAaBéotartov Tegov KAngov,

Tovg Evtipotdrtovg Agxovtag tov Oikovpevikov Ilatoiagyeiov,

Tovg ITpoédoovs kai td MéAn twv ExkAnoiactikwv Zvupoviiwy,

Tag ITpoédoovs kai td MéAN Twv Prlontwyxwv Aded@otNTwy,

Tovg didaokovtag kai ddaokouévovs Twv Katnyntikwv kai EAAnvikwv LxoAeiwyv,
Tac 'Opyavwoeig tng Neodaiag kai &nav t0 XQLOTEMWVUHOV MAT|QWHA TWV EV0EPWV
‘000000&wv Xgrotiavwv tng Tepag MntoonoAews Néag Tepoéng.

Avyamnrtot pov adeAgol, Xolotog Avéo)!

To6 €toc mov davvovpe onuatodotet v Enételo g ovunAnowoews 101 étwv anod
v I'evoktovia twv adeApav pag Iovtiwv, dnAadr) &md v oty éxetvn otV iotogia Tg
avOpwmoTNTAg OMov Ekatovtades Xddwv ovvavipwnwv pag EAAvwv movtiakng
Kataywyns doAopoviiOnkav, meoloodtegol amd Eva EKatoppvolo Eopiobnkav ano Tig
TIATOOYOVLKEG TOVG E0Tleg Kal 60Ny Onkav otV EAAGda, té omtitiax Tovg kataox €Onkav, katl

Tel0dOG 0TV MAYKOOHULX LOTOQIX, Kl ACPAAWDGS ATIOTEAEL (L& pHavEn KNADa otV totogia
oL Tovgkikov "EOvoug mov diémpale avTég Tic dmotedmaLeg mEAEELS.

[Tapd 16 yeyovog 6Tt ot Tovpkotl TEOoTIABNTAV CLOTNUATIKA OTO dLdPax TNG loToEIAg
TOUG VA& €E0VTWOOLY OAOKATEOUG AaovGg, DV katdpepav va ¢EaAelpouy kal vd offrjoovy v

Op006doo miotn, dév B& kata@éQovy TOTE VA QLUWOOLY TOUG avOQWTOUS Hag Kal va
OwTMooLV Tic Oepuéc MEOoEVXES TOovG. AV kal mEoomabnoav va kataoteépouvy kal Vi
éEaleipouv v lotopla pag, ™V TOTN Hag, TOV MOALTIOHO Kal TV YAwooa pag, dév
KATAPEQAV VA& TO TeTvXovV, Kabwg 1 tavtdt)tad Hag kal 10 mowov tov I'évoug pag eivat
alwvia xapaypévo oty evAoynuévn I'n tov ITovrov kat 0Ang ¢ Tovexkiac.

‘Evrtovrolg, td dpapatid yeyovota mov EAaBav xwoa tote, 101 xoovia totv, ogeilovv
V& pag apunviCovy kal va pag BupiCovv 0Tt to kakd ovveyilet v& OTTEXEL OTOV KOOUO HAG
Kal OtL EéTeL VA elpaoTte mAvToTe 0€ €y Y0QOT) Kol ETOLUOL (WOTE V& AVTIUETWTIIOOVLE TIG
OKOTELWVEG DUVAUELS aVTOD TOU KOOUOL. Emopévaws, ATOoTeAEl ETUTAKTIKY) AVAYKN VA&
dWAEOLHE TNV OWKOVEEVN Y& TS ATtotEoTiaeg meAels kata twv EAANvwv tov Ilévtov,
@ote ol Aaol TOU KOOHOU VA& Avayvwoloovv EmitéAovg T moAAamA& éykAnuata mov
dampdxOnoav évavtiov twv EAAvwv tov ITovtov, dnAadn) va dvayvweioovv tic mod&elg
AVTEG WG «YEVOKTOVIO».

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIZ NEAX IEPZEHE

101" Emtéterog tn6 Iovtiakng levoxtoviag

ExkAnoleg kai Movaotiowx kataotoa@nkav. Avtr) UTMNEEE UL OKOTEWT)

EykAnuatcv tovg mpaéewv. Iapa 1o 411 mpoomabnoav va Eepllwoovv v
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‘ErunAéov, ogpellovpe v dOAEOVHE TIG VEES YEVIEG YA TA POIKTA YEYOVOTA TIOU

duxmpdxOnoav kat &moteAovv adidpevoTo KoppdTL TS lotogiag pag. Emiong, meémet va
dwalovpe OT& MABIA pAS VA ayamovv kal va oéBoviat v miotn, v lotopia, ToOv
noArtiopd, v FAwooa katl Tlg mapadooels pag. Avtd Od amoteAéoel TOV ATPAAEOTEQO
TOOTIO WOTE VA& TIUNOOLHE TV Ovola TV 10wV HAG KAl VA& dTnOiO0VHE 0TIV HVTUT HAG
OAoug €kelvoug oL AYwVIoONKAV OTE VA 0oLV AAAOUG KATA TV DLAQKELX TV POLIKTWV
AVTQV YEYOVOTWV.

Q¢ €k TovTov, TaakaA® oAV BAovg v ddaEovpe T HéEAN Twv Kowvotrtwv pag v
totoolar kal tOV ToAlrtiopd tov Iovtiakov ‘EAANviopov, divovtag dwaiten épgpaon ota
ToayKA yeyovota mov EAaBav xwoa 101 xedvia molv, otV @oKTr] yevokTovia kal tov
Eeollwpod kal ag punv Anopovovpe 4t tavtotnta tov I'évoug pag eivat ovvupaouévn ué to
MaREAOOV HAG, EVe TO MEMOWHEVO HAS ELVAL CUVUPAOTHUEVO UE TO HEAAOV TV TTADIWV HAG.
IMapakaAw Aowmtdv va teAecOet Erupvnuoovvn Aénon oé 0Aeg tic Evopteg pag v Kvoakr)
17 Maitov 2020 Y& v avdniavon tov Puxwv OAwv twv ddeApav pag Iovtiwv mod xdOnkav
omv I'evoktovia tov 1919.

Evyxopat eiAucovag kal mpooevxopat 6mws ovveyiCovtag Tic mpoomabetég AWV Hag
Y& TV EVUEQWOT) TNG KOG YVWUNGS ws TRdg Ty aAnOewax g I'evoktoviag twv IMovtiwv
V& &@UTIVIOOLUE OLVEWTNOELS Kal V& KaTta@éovpe EmtéAovg v @éovpe o€ yvwon SAwv
TV Aa@Vv & Pacaviotiowx kal tig doktpaoteg oL vréotnoav ot ‘EAANveg tov IMévtov, katl
VA ETutOXovpE va avayvwloOet maykoouiwg 0 £epillwpdc Tov 1919 we "EykAnua katd thg
avOowmotnTac. Ag unv Anopovioovpe oté Tig XIALadeg Puxés OAwv éxelvwv mov éxaoav
™V Cwr) TOUG KATA TV Adlavontn avtr) opayn mov éAaBe xwoa tote kal dc dteviCovue
TIAVTOTE TO HEAAOV HE alo10doEla, EKTIHWVTAG TNV loTopla kal v tapddoon) twv ‘EAANvwv
tov [Tovtov mov Covv évtog katl éktog twv Kovotitwv pac.

Metd matikng aydnng kat evxwv év Kvpiw Avaotavry,

O MHTPOIIOAITHX

/: dew ’/%’"\7 é‘:*d'rf“v

1O Néag Tepoéng EYAITEAOX
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Father Michael:

During these uncertain and difficult times of the Coronavirus pandemic, I wish to write just to express my deep gratitude and thanksgiv-
ing for your continued leadership and service at St. Nicholas. I have met you on several occasions as a visitor at St. Nicholas at various
times over the course of the past many years, especially during Holy Week. In addition, I often stop by the Church as I commute from
Baltimore to Annapolis, just to light a candle, pray, meditate and find renewal. You and the members have always been so warm and
welcoming. Stanley is especially gracious, welcoming and helpful. I appreciate all of this. It has been a pleasure to worship with you, to
experience the love of the members whom I have come to know, and to rejoice in the power and the spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ and His
redeeming gospel.

I continue to Light a Candle by virtue of the Church’s web page. Thank you for that opportunity as well. I hope it is somewhat helpful.

As we approached Holy Week and Great and Holy Pascha 2020 during this time of closures, physical isolation and social distancing, I
knew that I could not physically join with you for services at the Church. I was also very aware of the disappointment and difficulty

that you and your Church family experienced at the reality of not being able to gather together during this most sacred time of the year.
Please be certain, however, that the service you and the handful of faithful, dedicated servant-leaders at the Church provided in order to
live-stream each and every service was a blessing to us all. I participated in every service during Holy Week, from Palm Sunday through
the Agape Vespers on Great and Holy Pascha. Though not physically present, it is important for you to know that these services still had a
powerful and very beautiful impact on me and, I assume with confidence, upon all who participated virtually. Each service was a Spirit-
filled, beautiful opportunity for worship, renewal and reconsecration. I thank you and all who were involved to make this happen. I am
personally very grateful. I join my voice with those who were and continue to be lifted up, inspired and blessed by your leadership and
service.

I pray the Lord’s choices blessings upon you and the Church. I hope and pray for good health and strength, protection and security for all
of you. I am especially prayerful for you to be strengthened and magnified in all of your pastoral responsibilities and duties. I know the
Lord is mindful of you and that He will continue to open the heavens and pour-out blessings upon you.

I am increasingly comforted by the inspired words of the Apostle Paul: “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and of
love, and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7) They seem especially applicable to our day and to this moment . . .

Fear is a tool of the adversary. It is corrosive and defeatist. We cannot let it govern or influence how we proceed in the face of challenge
and difficulty. It will only cloud our capacity to think clearly, act positively and overcome obstacles. Hope dispels fear. God has not given
us the spirit of fear, but of hope.

Power is the enabling strength, will and capacity to act; to do what we need to do; to accomplish what we need to accomplish. It is the
capacity to do the right thing and to make the right choices. It is the ability to move forward with faith in Christ, to lift and to build, to
survive and advance. It is knowledge that we shall overcome. God has given us the spirit of power.

Love is the greatest thing of all. God is love. It is the foundation of all of His perfect characteristics and attributes. Love conquers all. It
heals all wounds. It is the most effective and powerful motivation to act and to serve, to minister and to bless. It is the very essence of all
that is positive and decent in this world and beyond. God has given us the spirit of love.

Sound mind is wisdom, good judgment and common sense. We are expected to use all of these, especially now. It is the capability to be
smart. It allows us to use an abundance of caution while still being boldly wise. It protects us from carelessness and stupidity. It allows

us to think and act soundly. It is solid. God has given us the spirit of a sound mind.

So I thank the Apostle Paul for this particular inspired statement of beautiful, true doctrine. It is timeless counsel. In times like these, in
a worldwide pandemic, these are words to live by. Not fear, but power, love and a sound mind.

Thank you, Father Michael, for exemplifying all of this in your ministry at St. Nicholas and in the community you serve. I am personally
very appreciative (as are so many), and I just felt compelled to let you know. May the Lord bless you and keep you always. If I can be of
any assistance to you, please do not hesitate to call upon me.

Christos Anesti!

Pace J. McConkie
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °°F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIE NEAX IEPZEHY

May 21, 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,
Xowotog Avéotn! Christ is Risen!

Due the devastating effects of the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Pandemic, we have
witnessed the interruption and cancellation of numerous Ecclesiastical and social events
both within our own communities and in society at-large. Many of these events centered
around the celebration of significant accomplishments and marked an opportunity for
people to gather in jubilation. One such event which has been affected are the graduation
ceremonies of high school seniors who, having finished their primary education, now
prepare themselves to enter a new world. For some, this marks the beginning of a career
and for others it marks the beginning of a more specialized education. With the present
circumstances, however, the 2020 graduating high school students have generally been
deprived of the opportunity to celebrate this momentous occasion.

Therefore, I am pleased to announce that the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New
Jersey will be holding a Virtual High School Graduation Ceremony for all of the faithful
Greek Orthodox Christian graduating high school seniors of the Class of 2020 from
throughout our Holy Metropolis. This will offer us the opportunity as a spiritual family
of Greek Orthodox Christians to come together, to recognize, and to celebrate their
accomplishments. By honoring their well-deserve achievement, we can express our
support for them as the Body of Christ as they embark on their new journeys. Details
pertaining to the Virtual Graduation Ceremony such as the date, time, and other relevant

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ, 07090-1656 « Tel: (908) 301-0500 « Fax: (908) 301-1397
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guide them and guard them as they enter this new phase of their young lives.

you, I remain,

With Paternal Love and Blessings in the Risen

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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information will be communicated to the Parish Priest of each Community and to the
devout faithful so that the graduates, their families, and all devout faithful can joyously
participate in this significant celebratory event.

It is my sincerest hope and prayer that you will help join me in celebrating this
auspicious occasion and show your support for our beloved young adults. Although we
are not able to celebrate with them in person, let us fervently pray that our Lord will

that our Loving Lord protects and guards our graduates, their families, and each one of

Praying

Lord,
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IEPA MHTPONIOAIE NEAX IEPZEHY

Memorial Day 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,
Xowotog Avéotn! Christ is Risen!

For over 150 years our nation has set aside a day to commemorate the brave men
and women who served this country and gave their lives in defense of our great nation.
Their sacrifice, described by Abraham Lincoln as their last full measure of devotion, was
not motivated out of ego or self-glorification, but it was motivated out of their desire to
ensure that our nation remains free for all generations and that the principles which we
hold so dear remain inviolate. It was through their courage that this nation was
transformed from thirteen colonies into a nation of self-determination as they pledged
their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor to its establishment. It was through their
resolve that they preserved the union of this country as brother fought against brother. It
was through their bravery that they traversed the seas to liberate Europe when the
powers of fascism threatened the world.

Their sacrifice has preserved time-honored principles such as freedom, equality,
and justice of which we are all beneficiaries. Their service to our nation paved the way
for this country to ascend the heights of greatness as it has become a shining beacon of
liberty and hope for the entire world. Freedom and all of its benefits, however, come at a
great cost. This cost was paid in the lives of hundreds of thousands of courageous men
and women throughout the life of our nation. They waged war so that we might know
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peace. No amount of thanks can ever be rendered to them for their selfless service and

the sum of our praise can never repay the debt of the nobility of their deeds.

As we pay tribute to these valiant men and women, let us honor their sacrifices
through personal reflection and prayerful remembrance. Moreover, I ask that our
Parishes hold a Trisagion service on Sunday, May 24, 2020 for the repose of the souls
of all deceased veterans and for our deceased brethren. May our prayers for and our
commemoration of these brave souls remain within our hearts so that we may more fully
honor their sacrifice, never forgetting their courage and valor. Praying that God grants
them eternal rest and praying that He guards and protects all members of our armed
forces, law enforcement, and civil authorities, I remain,

With Paternal Love and Blessings in the Risen Lord,

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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May 25, 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the
Parish Councils and Philoptochos Sisterhood of the Communities of the
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

Beloved in the Lord,
Xowotog Avéotn! Christ is Risen!

I pray this letter finds you all well as we continue to celebrate the Resurrection of
our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ.

The devastating effects of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic continue to
wreak havoc on our communities and society at-large as tens of thousands have died and
more than a million people have contracted the virus in the United States alone.
Therefore, I regretfully have decided to cancel the 2020 Greek Orthodox Metropolis of
New Jersey Clergy-Laity Assembly and Philoptochos Convention that had been
rescheduled for October.

This was a difficult and painful decision to make, however, it was made for the
protection and benefit of our faithful as it does not seem suitable to hold a gathering of
this scale. Whereas some states have seen limited progress in recent weeks in their fight
against the Coronavirus and may lift their gathering restrictions in the weeks and months
to come, the safety of the Clergy and the devout faithful is of principal importance. The
next Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey Clergy-Laity Assembly and Philoptochos
Convention will take place in May 2021.

Although we are temporarily separated from gathering together physically, we
are forever united in faithful prayer. It is my sincerest hope and prayer that God will
continue to grant each and every one of you and your families good health so that, when

KOINONIA
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we are enabled to gather again, we may be ready to serve our Lord both spiritually and
physically. Praying our loving Lord guards and guides each of you during these
tumultuous times, I remain,

With Paternal Love and Blessings in the Risen Lord,

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS / NEA THX ®IAOIITQXOY

Christos Anesti! Christ has risen!
We pray that everyone has continued to stay safe.

This month Saint Nicholas Philoptochos purchased and had
delivered 19 Pizzas to John’s Hopkins Bayview ER front line
night shift. As we mentioned in lasts months article we had
purchased 60 meals for the morning shift. This is a small
token of our appreciation for all they do for our community.
We continue to contact members of our community to make
sure that they are doing well. If anyone is in need during this
Pandemic please contact Irene Vasilios 410-687-3978 or Nora
Kefalas 410-979-6656 All names are kept in strict confidence
and given case numbers.

Due to circumstances beyond our control and the restrictions
by our local government we could not honor the mothers of
our community but we want to take this opportunity to wish
all the Mothers, Grandmothers, Godmothers and the ladies
that have touched a child’s life and made a difference in their
lives a Happy Belated Mother’s Day.

Usually scholarships are awarded the last Sunday of May
in Church. The scholarship committee met and reviewed
all applications and the students will be awarded the
scholarships through the mail due to the pandemic. We want
to congratulate all the graduates and wish them continued
success in their future studies. The students receiving the
awards are as follows: The Thomas Lambros Memorial
Scholarship, Dimitrios Kostrivas. The Antonios Nicolaides
Memorial Scholarship, Christos Vasilarakis, The Linda
Skandalis Memorial Scholarship, Katerina Ieromonachos.
Philoptochos Scholarships, Panayiota Koutsantonis, Flora
Giakoumakis. Philoptochos also awards a scholarship In
Memory of Bill Tsambikos, George Koutsounouris, Meropi
Sophcleous, Chrysa Minadakis, Antonios Nicolaides,
Michael Kolivas, Despina Siskos and Bill Diakokominos
will be awarded to Penelope Topouzoglou. Thank to our
screening committee for their service to our

XPIXTOX ANEXTH!!
[pocevyduoote kot eAmilovpe va glote OAOL KaAG Kot AGOUAELS.

Avtd 1o pfiva 1 Promteyog tov Ayiov NikoAdov aydpoce Kot
apoceepe 19 ‘mitoeg” oto mpocwmwd Ilpdtng Tpoppng, g
Nvoytepwvnie Bapdwag, tov Noocokopeiov Johns Hopkins, Bayview
Tunpa Ererydviov Iepiototikdv. Onwg avapépape oto apHpo tov
TeEAELTAIOV pNva eiyape ayopdoet 60 yedpata yio v Tpown Bapdia.
Avtd givan €va pukpod deiypa g exTipnong pog yo OAo 660 KAvovy
vy v Kowodmtd pog. Zovexilovpe vo ETIKOVOVOOUE He PEAN TNG
Kowomrtdg pog y va Pefoiwbodpe 0t givar kodd. Av kdmotog
€XEL OVAYK KOTA TN S1APKELN QTN TNG TOVOTUIOG, TOPOKOUAOVUE
emkowvovnote pe v Epnvn Booleiov 410-687-3978 1 pe v
Nopa Kepdra 410-979-6656. Olo ta ovoparto QUAGGGOVTOL pE
amdAvt gxeprdoeto kot divovtar povo aptudg veddeonc.

AOY® TOV TEPIOTACEMV, TEPO OO TOV EAEYXO HOG KOL TOVG
TEPLOPIGHOVG amd TNV TOTWIKN HOG AVTOSI0IKNGCT, 08V UTOPECAYLE
va tymoovpe Tig untépeg g Kowdmtag pog, aAld 0éhovpe va
EKUETAALEVTOVUE QT TNV gukalpia Yo vo. gvynoovpE o OlEG TIg
UNTEPEGS, YIYLASES, VOVEG KOl TIG Kupieg Tov £xovv ayyi&et T {mn evig
mod1ov kot €kovay T dapopd ot {on tovg, Xpdvia TToArd kot
EVTVYLOUEVN, €0TM Kot kaBvoTepnpéva, 1 nuépa s Mntépac.

Yuvifmg ot vrotpopieg amovépovtar v terevtaio Kvplakn tov
Maiov omv Exkincio. H Emupon Yrotpogidv cuvedpiace kot
eétaoe Oleg Tig autfoelg, ol podntég Ba AdPouvv TG vIToTpoPieg
HEG® TorLOpopEiov AOY® TG Tovdnpiog. Oa Bélape vo, cuyyapodue
OAOVG TOVG ATOPOITOVG KoL VoL TOVG VYNOOVIE cLVEYN EMLTVYIO OTIG
UEAAOVTIKEG TOVG  6movdéc. Ot pabntég mov rafav Tig vrotpoPieg
&yovv wge&ng: TnvYmotpogio g1 Mvijun tov OopaAdpmpov, Elafe
o Anpntprog Kootpifag. Tnv Yrotpogia g1 Mvijun Tov Avi@viov
Nwordidn, éhaPe o Xpnotog Bacthapdkns. Tnv Ymotpogio &g
pviun ™ Aivrag Xxavtdin, élafe n Awoatepivn Ilepopoviyov. Tig
Ynotpogisg Tig Priontdyov, EAafav ot avayiota Kovteavraowvy,
®ropo INoxkoopdkn. H Oémtoyog BpdPevce eniong pe vrotpoeio.
€1g pvnun tov Bactkeiov Teapmikov, I'empyiov Kovvrooveipn,
Mepomng Logokiéovg, Xpooag Myvaddaxn, Avroviov Nikoraldy,
Muyyoni Kohpd, Aéomovag Xiokov ko Baouieiov Atakokopvnvov,
v [Invehomn Tomwovloyiov.

Evyapiotoope v E&etootkny Emutponr) Ymotpoeudv yu v
vanpecia toug ot DIMOTTOYXO HOG KOl GE EKEIVOLG OV £XOLV
KOOIEPMCEL TIC VTOTPOPIES TN UVILUT TOV YO UEVDV

Philoptochos and to those that have established PHILOPTOCHOS Tovc, EUYOaoTE 1 PV TOVG Vet £iva advia!

the scholarships in memory of their loved ones
May their Memory be Eternal!

We remind everyone that all Philoptochos
events have been postponed. Any updates we
will inform Father Michael and also post on
Facebook page.

Donations: Mrs. Despina Cornias

In closing we would like to thank everyone for
their continued support and pray that the light of
the resurrection keeps those on the front line safe, health to
those suffering and comfort to those mourning the loss of a
loved one. Stay Safe and Stay Home! Prayers that we are all
together soon.

28 KOINONIA

2ag vrevBopifovpe Ot 1 DhOTTOYOG ExEL avaPdiet
Oheg TG ekdniwoerg e T 0TOEGONTOTE
evnuepooelg Ba eldomomoovpe tov Tatépa Miyonh
Kot emiong Ba T1g dnpoocievcovpe otn ceAida Tov Face-
book.

Aopeég : Kupio Aéonowva Kopvia.

Kieivovtog, Ba 8éhape va guyapioticovpe OGAOVS Yo
TN ovveyn LVIOGTNPEN TOLG KOl Vo TPoceVyNBolLEe
®oTE T0 POG TG AvhoTtoong Xopicel 6° AVTOVG TOL
Bplokovtor oty TpOT Ypapun acedieln, vyeio og
OGOVG VTOPEPOLY KOl TOPNYOPLd 6€ 6GoVG Bpnvodv TV omdAELD
evoc ayommuévov Tpoocmnov. Meivete acpaleic kot peivete omitt!
IIpocevyopoote vo. Ppedovpe 6hot pali chviopa.
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Ayamnrol evopiteg,

H @etivr) oxoMKr| Xpovid KOAOE YpyopOTEPa A6 TOTE. XTN UVIUN Hag
elvar axopa {ovtaveg ot Tpwteg pépeg Aettovpyiag Tov oxoAeiov, 6OV ot
aiBovoeg kat ot Stadpopot yEpoav Eapvikd pe xapoOUeVes TTUSIKEG PUVEG.

To oXoAKO avTd £T0G pmopei va Hrav acvvhBloTa CHVTOHO OpWG TV
ekioov mhovoto oe ovvaeBnpata kot yvwoes! MotpaoTtikape ToAkég

Xapovueveg OTLYUEG,
nai§ape, paBaype,
avakaAOYape.

Me 10 Télog NG
OXOMKNG XPOVLAG,
olot ot ekmadevTikoi
AvVaTPEXOVIE niow
0TO XpOVO OXL UOVO He
EPWTNHATA OXETIKA UE TNV

KdAvyn TG VAng oAla
KUplwG He EpWTAHATA TOV

agopovv oty Snuiovpyia
ULG EVVOIKIG ATHOCPALPAG IOV ETITPETEL 0TOVG LaONTEG va kivnBody, va
OoLVEPYAOTOVY, va HopPwBolv kat va kovwvikomotndovv.

Tt €ywve Aowmdv pe v OAn; Kaloyape ta Baokd; Epabav va {nrovv
oVYYV@OUN 6Tav Kdvovy AdBog; OpBwvouy To avdoTnud Tovg OTav £xouvy
Sikto; Akovve TV yvwpn Tov ovppadntr Tovg; IMetdve Ta okovmidia Tovg
otov kado; Emotpépovv atny Béon tovg avto mov daveiotnkav; Edwoav
70 A0Y0 0TOV GUHpABNTH TOVG 6TAVY eidav OTL ONKWOE TPWTOG TO XEPL TOV;
HpBav va oag movv iStautépwg nwg ekeiva éomacav to T{dus Etapdtnoav
va Aéve Yépata yla va Ty YAtwoovv; Pwtdve ekTOg and To va akovVe;
AmnodéxOnkav to mauddxt mov Siépepe and avtovs; Edwoav ovuyxapntripla
oty avtinaln opdda o viknoe;

EAntiw 6hot pag va kata@épape
va  @taoovpe €va Pripa mo
kovTd oto otoxo pag! EAmifw o
kafévag and epag va kata@épet
va mapadwoet Eva «kaAod LAKO»

OTOV EMOUEVO EKTTAUSEVTIKO.

TIov

Evxapiotovue pag
epmotevtikate to moudi  oog!
EAnifovpe va to emotpépovpe
kaBe xpovo Papvtepo, ynlotepo,
00@OTEPO, O VIEVOVVO Kat TILO
wpLpo and mote!

Détog, Aoyw TOL XpOVOL TOV
xaOnke edaitiog Twv ovvONKWY, TAPATEIVOLHE TO TPOYPAUUA HAG Yiat
pepiég akopa efSopddes. Ta pabdrpata telewwvovy emionua tnv Tetaptn,
oti¢ 11 Tovviov.
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Ot pabnrég g U 1déng, amogottodv nhektpovikd Stapalovtag fua
¢xBeon, mov €xovv cuvtaket ot idlot, ev mapovoia Tov matep MixanA, tng
npoedpov, TNG SaokAAag TOVG KAl TWV YOVIWV TOVG.

IMapopota popen amogoitnong Ba akolovdroovv kat ta vméAouma
emineda.

Ta Amolvtrpia kat ot Entatvol 6a otadBovv tayvdpopukd ota omitia twv
padntav!

IMapdAAnla, opyavwvopaote ywu Tnv emopevi) OXOAKN xpovid
etolpdlovtag Oha ta mpoypappata Kabwg kat eVAANAKTIKODG TPOTOVG
Aertovpyiag ev Oyel Twv ovvOnkwv. H ac@dheta kat i vyeia tTwv maudov
anotelel dueon mpotepatdTNTA pag!

Zag EVXAPLOTOVHE Yia TV dyoyn cuvepyacdia cag Kat Ty otnpién oag!
EAntilw ot ouvOnkeg va pag emTpéyouy va avtapdooupe Kat Taht OAot
padi tov ZentépPpn pe v évapén g véag oXoAKNG Xpovidg!

KaAé kahoxkaipt!
Mévovpe ao@aleig kat TNPOVIE TOVG KAVOVEG TTOV CLVIGTOVV Ot £1SLKOI!

Me extipnon,
YPovn Toketéwn

H Aaokdha tg B
Kat A té&ng
EAANnviko

Amoyevpativo
ZxoAelo

>

Ayiov Nikohaov

Dear all parishioner,

This  school year
passed faster than ever. The first days of the school are still alive in our
memory, when all classrooms and the hall were suddenly filled with happy

children’s voices again.

This school year may have been unusually short but it was just as rich in
emotion and knowledge! We shared many happy moments, we played, we
learned, we discovered.

At the end of the school year, all teachers go back in time not only to
question the material coverage but mainly to question their ability creating
a conducive atmosphere that allows students to develop, collaborate,
educate and socialize.

So what happened with the material? Did we cover the basics? Did they
learn to apologize when they make a mistake? Do they stand for their
selves when they are right? Do they listen to their classmate? Do they
throw their rubbish in the bin? Are they replacing what they borrowed?
Did they let their classmate talking first when they saw that they raised
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their hand first? Did they come to tell you in particular that they broke
the glass? Did they stop lying to save theirselver? Do they ask in addition
to listening? Did they accept the child who was different from them? Did
they congratulate the team that won?

I hope we all managed to get one step closer to our goal! I hope each of us
manages to deliver “good material” to the next teacher.

Thank you for trusting us your child! We hope to return it every year back
to you heavier, taller, wiser, more responsible and more mature than ever!

This year, due to the time lost due to the conditions, we are extending our
Greek langiage program for a few more weeks. Classes officially end on
Wednesday, June 11th.

30 KOINONIA

Sixth graders graduating virtually by giving a graduation speech in the
presence of Father Michael, the president, their teacher, and their parents.
The rest of the levels will follow a similar form of graduation.
Graduation certificates and Praises will be mailed to students’ homes!

At the same time, we are planning the next school year preparing all
tof our programs as well as alternative ways of operation regarding the
conditions. Child safety and health is our first priority!

Thank you for your excellent cooperation and support!

I hope the conditions allow us to meet again in September with the
beginning of the new school year!

Enjoy the Summer!
Stay safe and follow regulations recommended by the experts!

Sincerely,

Yvoni Galetaki

Teacher of 2nd and 4th
Saint Nicholas Greek School
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FESTIVAL UPDATE

BEEC NEWS

Dear Parishioners and friends of Saint Nicholas Church,
Christos Anesti!

We hope that all of our parishioners are doing well and keeping
safe and healthy during these difficult times.

The festival committee, alongside Fr. Michael Pastrikos, Parish
Council President Stamatia Ieromonahos, and the Parish Council
Members, have discussed the fate of the June 2020 festival
extensively, and have decided to tentatively postpone the festival
for September 11-13, 2020. Please keep in mind that this is a
tentative date and all decisions will be guided by the directives of
our federal, state, and local authorities, and the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese, and in ensuring the health and safety of all. As soon
as we have more information, we will confirm the dates of the
festival, and provide a schedule for food preparations and other
planning activities.

Our annual Raffle is still going to proceed, and will be drawn on
September 13, 2020, even if the festival needs to be postponed
further or cancelled. The Raffle is a great way to support our
church during these difficult times. Our Raftle committee is
working hard to organize the Raffle drive and more details are
forthcoming. Please look out for the tickets and support our
church!

Although the virtual access to our church is truly a blessing, it
is not, nor can it ever be a worthy substitute for being together
physically as a community. Worshipping together, celebrating
together, learning together, and working side by side for our
church and our community is a source of great joy for all of us.
Our festival is the culmination of that community spirit. We
work side by side for months preparing to bring our community
together for four days of joyous celebration. It is also our church’s
biggest fundraiser. The funds raised are critical for the operation
of our beloved Saint Nicholas Church, a church that provides us
with spiritual leadership, Hellenic education, cultural awakening,
and serves as the anchor for the important work of all of our
ministries. Therefore, we remain hopeful that we will be able to
still have our festival.

However, in these uncertain times, your financial support of our
church is of the utmost importance. Most importantly, if you
are able, please satisfy your 2020 stewardship commitment, and
continue donating to your church any way you. All donations and
stewardship payments can be made at
www.stnicholasmd.org/give.

We pray and hope that you are all healthy and faring well, and
we will soon be able to gather as a community. God Bless you all!

Best Regards,
Father Michael Pastrikos
Spiro Alafassos, Chairman 2020 Festival Committee

Stamatia Ieromonahos, Parish Council Members

President Parish Council
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NOW HIRING!

ST. NICHOLAS BILINGUAL
EARLY EDUCATION CENTER

£p, »l
a)l.

CARTION

WE ARE OPEN
FOR
ESSENTIAL
WORKERS!

The Saint Nicholas Bilingual Early Education Center
provides a safe, nurturing, home away from home learning
center. We accept children from 6 weeks till 5 years of age.
BEEC is hiring part-time and full-time aides to assist
our teachers at the Center. If you or anyone you know

is interested, please call the Center at 410-633-5020
extension 4 or message us on Facebook.

AITAQY¥0 EKITATIAEYTIKO KENTPO
ITPOXXOAIKHYHAIKIAY ATTIOY NIKOAAOY

O Aiylwooog Bpegovnmiakdg Zrabuog Ayiov NikoAdov mapéxet
éva ao@alég meptParioy, €va omitt pakptd and to omitl, £va
omitt padnong. Aeyopaote madd nhikiag 6 efdopddwv ¢wg 5
eTwv. O oTalpog pag yayver va tpocAapet fondois dackarwv
nepkns Kat MANPOVS amacXOAnonG. Av €xeTe epwTHOELS )
xpealooaote mePLOOOTEPEG TANPOPOPiES, Tapakaleiote va
ETKOWVWVNOTE pe To ZTabuo pag oto tnAé@wvo 410-633-5020,
ypapr 4 1y oteidte pag uvopa oto Facebook.
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GREEKTOWN SQUARE & EVENT CENTER

Greektown Square & Event Center

A tailor-made experience for any event!

Greektown Square & Event Center
During these stressful and difficult times, we hope that everyone is well, safe and healthy.

The Greektown Square and Event Center is happy to announce the services of Mr. Michael Burdish as the general
manager and coordinator for our center. Mr. Burdish has 29 years’ experience in general management and
coordinator of events.

The pandemic virus has caused much cancellation for events that were scheduled and on the books for our event
center. The Plateia Committee along with Michael Burdish has slowly brought the Greektown Sqaure & Event
Center to a different level. Coordinating, scheduling, restocking, cleaning all storage areas, landscaping and being
accountable for every piece of inventory in our stock rooms. Even the centers phone system is functional and
operational once again!

Once the Mayor of Baltimore City lifts the ban on social events the center will be ready to function and show oft
our best for all events which are still scheduled from July 2020 and well into 2021.

We invite everyone once the center reopens, to stop by the Greektown Square & Event Center to meet and greet
Mr. Michael Burdish.

Please continue to stay safe and healthy. Together as a strong Parish we will overcome the pandemic virus and be
able to celebrate together, work side by side together but more importantly move forward as a great team.

Plateia Committee of the Saint Nicholas Parish Council
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR - JUNE

SATURDAY, JUNE 6: SATURDAY OF THE SOULS:
ORTHROS: 8:45 AM DIVINE LITURGY: 9:30 AM

SUNDAY, JUNE 7: SUNDAY OF PENTECOST:
ORTHROS: 8:45 AM DIVINE LITURGY: 10:00 AM

MONDAY, JUNE 8: DAY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:
ORTHROS: 8:45 AM DIVINE LITURGY: 9:30 AM

SUNDAY, JUNE 14: SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS:
ORTHROS: 8:45 AM DIVINE LITURGY: 10:00 AM

MONDAY JUNE 15 BEGINS THE APOSTLE’S FAST. THIS FAST WILL CONTINUE UNTIL
JUNE 29. DURING THE FAST “FISH “ IS NOT PERMITTED DURING WEDNESDAY’S AND
FRIDAY’S.

SUNDAY, JUNE 21: SECOND SUNDAY OF MATTHEW:
ORTHROS: 8:45 AM DIVINE LITURGY: 10:00

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24: NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST:
ORTHROS: 8:45 AM DIVINE LITURGY: 9:30 AM.

SUNDAY, JUNE 28: THIRD SUNDAY OF ST. MATTHEW:
ORTHROS 8:45 AM DIVINE LITURGY: 10:00 AM

MONDAY, JUNE 29: HOLY APOSTLES PETER & PAUL:
ORTHROS: 8:45 AM DIVINE LITURGY: 9:30 AM

TUESDAY, JUNE 30: SYNAXIS OF THE HOLY APOSTLES:
ORTHROS: 8:45 AM DIVINE LITURGY: 9:30 AM

Holy Pentecost Sunday of All Saints
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