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Message from FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS, PROTOPRESBYTER
“CHRIST IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD 

TRAMPLING DOWN DEATH BY DEATH 
AND UPON THOSE IN THE TOMBS 

BESTOWING LIFE”.

On behalf of the entire St. Nicholas Community, 
I would like to express the words which 

are known to all of you,
“CHRIST IS RISEN!  TRULY HE IS RISEN!                                                                                         

                    
As we enter this month of May, the 
Light of the Resurrection is still shining 
brightly, guiding us towards Christ. Our 
challenge, as always, is to receive the 
Light of Christ and to live our lives in 
such a way that others will experience 
the same joy. This is the most beautiful 
hymn that is chanted at the Holy 
Saturday evening Resurrection service 
proclaiming that truly Christ is Risen. 
We talk about a New Spring which 
comes to us every year during Bright 
Week of Pascha which is also called 
Renewal Week. Yes, every year the Orthodox Church 
gives us the opportunity to bring a renewed spirit 
into our lives. The Celebration of Pascha, the Lord’s 
Resurrection and triumph over sin and death is 
reflected by continuing to chant this beautiful hymn 
for forty days from Holy Saturday evening until forty 
days later.

We do not only chant Christ is Risen, but we also greet 
one another during that time proclaiming that Christ 
is Risen and that He is truly Risen from the dead. 
We repeat these words “Christ is Risen” because only 
through repetition we can always remember what 
Christ did for us upon the Cross.

 After the Resurrection service, we see on the floor of 
our church bay leaves which fill the church with their 

beautiful aroma. The color changes to green showing 
us that Spring has come and that during the following 
days of Bright Week, the Church reminds us that we 
need to renew ourselves in Christ. Christ gives us the 
opportunity to renew our souls, and to understand 
what He went through the Cross, the Persecution, the 
Tomb, the Resurrection, and the Ascension. All these 
things He did to guarantee us that life after death truly 
exists and that we as Orthodox Christians should be 
thankful that our Lord loves and cares for us.

Just remember Christ breaking open the 
door of His Tomb and going down to 
Hades bringing up all the people who 
died before Him giving them a chance to 
receive eternal life. As we study the Holy 
Icon of the Resurrection lifting Adam and 
Eve from Hades, we see Jesus taking them 
up with Him to the Heavens above. Even 
though they disobeyed Him and brought 
death and destruction into the world, 
God showed His love and compassion 
to them just as He shows His love and 

compassion for us. Christ does not want His children 
to suffer a death without any meaning or outcome. 
He wants all of us to inherit eternal life. That is why 
He gave up His life by conquering death to show us 
that we live here on earth temporarily, and that He 
has provided for us a safer home where we can live 
with Him eternally.

For those of us who understand the meaning of 
Christ’s resurrection, these three words “Christ is 
Risen” should change our way of thinking and the 
way that we live our lives. If we have negative thoughts 
about dying, then these words, should give us more 
confidence that there is something better for us after 
we die and leave this world. But this also means that 
there is a lot of work to be done if we want to reach 
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Μήνυμα Από τον Πατέρα Μιχαήλ Λ. Παστρικό  

ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ ΕΚ ΝΕΚΡΩΝ ΘΑΝΑΤΩ 
ΘΑΝΑΤΟΝ ΠΑΤΗΣΑΣ ΚΑΙ ΤΟΙΣ ΕΝ ΤΟΙΣ 

ΜΝΗΜΑΣΙ ΖΩΗΝ ΧΑΡΗΣΑΜΕΝΟΣ

Εκ μέρους ολόκληρης της Κοινότητας του Αγίου 
Νικολάου, θα ήθελα να εκφράσω τα λόγια που 
είναι γνωστά σε όλους σας, «ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ! 
ΑΛΗΘΩΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ!»

Καθώς μπαίνουμε στον μήνα Μάϊο, το Φως της 
Ανάστασης εξακολουθεί να λάμπει, οδηγώντας 
μας προς τον Χριστό. Η πρόκλησή μας, όπως 
πάντα, είναι να λάβουμε το Φως του Χριστού και 
να ζήσουμε τη ζωή μας με τέτοιο τρόπο, ώστε και 
άλλοι να βιώσουν την ίδια χαρά.

Αυτός είναι ο ωραιότερος ύμνος που ψάλλεται 
στην Ανάσταση του Μεγάλου Σαββάτου και 
διακηρύσσει ότι όντως ο Χριστός Ανέστη. Μιλάμε 
για μια Νέα Άνοιξη που μας έρχεται κάθε χρόνο 
κατά τη διάρκεια της Λαμπρής Εβδομάδας του 
Πάσχα, που ονομάζεται επίσης Διακαινήσιμος 
Εβδομάδα. 

Πράγματι,  κάθε χρόνο η Ορθόδοξη Εκκλησία μας 
δίνει τη δυνατότητα να φέρουμε ένα ανανεωμένο 
πνεύμα στη ζωή μας. Η Εορτή  του Πάσχα, η 
Ανάσταση του Κυρίου,  και ο θρίαμβος επί 
της αμαρτίας και του θανάτου, αντανακλάται 
συνεχίζοντας να ψάλλουμε αυτόν τον όμορφο ύμνο 
για σαράντα ημέρες, από το Μεγάλο Σάββατο το 
βράδυ και για τις επόμενες σαράντα ημέρες.  

Δεν ψάλλουμε μόνο ̔ Χριστός Ανέστη῾, αλλά επίσης 
χαιρετούμε ο ένας τον άλλον κατά τη διάρκεια 
αυτής της περιόδου, διακηρύσσοντας ότι ο Χριστός 
Ανέστη και ότι Αληθώς  Ανέστη εκ νεκρών. 
Επαναλαμβάνουμε αυτά τα λόγια «Χριστός Ανέστη» 
διότι μόνο μέσω της επανάληψης μπορούμε πάντα 

να θυμόμαστε και να εμπαιδώσουμε τα πάθη του  
Χριστού για εμάς επί του Σταυρού.  

Μετά την Ανάσταση, βλέπουμε στο πάτωμα της 
Εκκλησίας μας φύλλα δάφνης, που γεμίζουν την 
Εκκλησία με το υπέροχο άρωμα τους. Το χρώμα 
αλλάζει σε πράσινο, δείχνοντάς μας ότι ήρθε η 
Άνοιξη, και ότι τις επόμενες ημέρες της Λαμπρής 
Εβδομάδας, η Εκκλησία μας υπενθυμίζει ότι 
πρέπει να ανανεωθούμε εν Χριστώ. Ο Χριστός μας 
δίνει την ευκαιρία να ανανεώσουμε τις ψυχές μας, 
και να καταλάβουμε τι πέρασε μέσω του Σταυρού, 
του Διωγμού, του Τάφου, της Ανάστασης και της 
Ανάληψης. Όλα αυτά τα έκανε για να μας εγγυηθεί 
ότι πράγματι υπάρχει  μετά θάνατον ζωή και ότι 
εμείς ως Ορθόδοξοι Χριστιανοί πρέπει να είμαστε 
ευγνώμονες που ο Κύριός μας αγαπά και φροντίζει 
για τη σωτηρία μας.

Απλώς να θυμάστε ότι ο Χριστός άνοιξε την πόρτα 
του Τάφου Του και κατέβηκε στον Άδη φέρνοντας 
όλους τους ανθρώπους που πέθαναν πριν από 
Αυτόν, δίνοντάς τους την ευκαιρία να λάβουν 
αιώνια ζωή. Καθώς μελετάμε την Ιερή Εικόνα της 
Ανάστασης  παρατηρούμε ότι σηκώνει τον Αδάμ και 
την Εύα από τον Άδη, βλέπουμε τον Ιησού να τους 
ανεβάζει μαζί Του πάνω στους Ουρανούς.  Παρόλο 
που δεν Τον υπάκουσαν και έφεραν τον θάνατο και 
την καταστροφή στον κόσμο, ο Θεός τους έδειξε 
την αγάπη και τη συμπόνια Του, όπως δείχνει την 
αγάπη και τη συμπόνια Του για εμάς. Ο Χριστός δεν 
θέλει τα παιδιά Του να αποβιώσουν χωρίς νόημα ή 
αποτέλεσμα. Θέλει να κληρονομήσουμε όλοι μας 
την αιώνια ζωή. Γι’ αυτό εγκατέλειψε τη ζωή Του 
νικώντας τον θάνατο, για να μας δείξει ότι ζούμε 
εδώ στη γη προσωρινά, και ότι μας έχει εξασφαλίσει 
ένα ασφαλέστερο σπίτι ,όπου μπορούμε να ζούμε 
μαζί Του αιώνια.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: JUNE 2022
SUBMISSIONS DUE: MAY 20th  

Please email your article(s) to: msalpeas@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the 
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue. 

All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
Thank you 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Christ is Risen! Christ is Anesti!
 
With blessing and love of the Lord

Dear Our beloved parishioners and friends of Saint 
Nicholas,

The Holy Days of Easter have passed with peace and 
serenity, leaving us the joy of the Glorious Resurrection of 
Our Lord!  Great Reverence and blessing in our beautiful 
church!  Our basket is now full of  wonderful emotions, 
joy, optimism, faith, hope, mutual help and love.

We are finally ready, all together, to start 
preparing for our next  goal organizing  our 
festival, hopefully the way it was before the 
pandemic. Your help and support is very 
important and much appreciated! Only 
together we can achieve the best posssible result 
that will support our church and the fulfillment 
of our goals. There is a place for all of us to help if we 
want. There are many ways to offer for all branches of 
the festival. You can help with preparation, the food, 
the kitchen, the ad book, the lottery, the cleaning, the 
serving, and a lot more. As long as there is a willingness 
to help, there is room for everyone!  ¨Just one hand does 
not make dough”our grandmothers used to say! 

So let us prove once again that being guided by love,  
teamwork and the blessing of Our Patron Saint Nicholas 
we are moving forward to achieve our goals. June is 
approaching and the result will justify us. Thank you for 
everything you generously and lovingly offer.

I wish you have all the Blessings of the Lord in your life! 

With Sincere love, 
 
Stamatia Ieromonachos
President of Parish Council
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church of Baltimore, MD

ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ  

Με ευλογία και αγάπη Κυρίου 
Αγαπημένοι μας ενορίτες και φίλοι του Αγίου Νικολάου,

Με ηρεμία και γαλήνη κύλησαν οι Άγιες Ημέρες 
του Πάσχα αφήνοντας μας την γεύση της ´Ένδοξης 
Ανάστασης του Κυρίου και Πατέρα Μας. Μεγάλη 
κατάνυξη και ευλογία μέσα στον πανέμορφο ναό μας . 
Γέμισε λοιπόν το καλάθι μας με υπέροχα συναισθήματα 
, χαράς ,αισιοδοξίας, πίστης, ελπίδας, αλληλοβοήθειας 

και αγάπης .

Έτοιμοι όλοι μαζί να ξεκινήσουμε τον νέο στόχο 
μας να κάνουμε το Φεστιβάλ μας  κανονικό και 
με τον νόμο όπως γινόταν πριν την πανδημία. Η 
βοήθεια όλων μας απαραίτητη και σημαντική 
Μόνο όλοι μαζί θα έχουμε ένα άριστο 
αποτέλεσμα που θα βοηθήσει την εκκλησία 
μας και την εκπλήρωση των στόχων μας. Για 
όλους μας υπάρχει μία θέση να βοηθήσουμε αν 

θελήσουμε. Υπάρχουν πολλοί τρόποι προσφοράς για όλα 
τα παρακλάδια του Φεστιβάλ. Βοήθεια στην οργάνωση, 
στα φαγητά, στην κουζίνα, στο βιβλίο της εκδήλωσης 
, στα λαχεία, στο καθάρισμα, στο σερβίρισμα , στην 
προετοιμασία φαγητών κτλ κτλ
Αρκεί να υπάρχει προθυμία για βοήθεια.
¨Το ένα χέρι δεν βγάζει ζυμάρι έλεγαν οι γιαγιάδες μας.¨

Ας αποδείξουμε λοιπόν για μια ακόμη φορά ότι με 
οδηγό μας την αγάπη, την ομαδικότητα και την ευλογία 
του Προστάτη Μας Αγίου Νικολάου προχωράμε να 
κερδίσουμε τους στόχους μας. Ο Ιούνιος πλησιάζει και 
το αποτέλεσμα θα μας δικαιώσει .

Σας ευχαριστούμε για όλα όσα προσφέρετε απλόχερα 
και με αγάπη.
Ευλογία Κυρίου στην ζωή σας!

Με αγάπη και εκτίμηση 

Σταματία Ιερομονάχου
Πρόεδρος του συμβουλίου 
Αγίου Νικολάου Βαλτιμόρης
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that goal. There is a lot of effort and sacrifice that goes along with that. We must have certain qualifications to even 
begin asking God for such a gift.

These are some of the things that Christ wants us to know in order to bring us much closer to Him. Faith: We must 
believe and have faith in Christ; Works: Our faith will show through our works;

Love for God and others: We must be able to love our God and love others; We must be Peacemakers:  Love our 
Enemies; Attend Church services: We must attend Church regularly and receive the Holy Eucharist; and obey God’s 
Commandments; Self-Denial: We must deny ourselves, take up His Cross and follow Him; Servanthood: Using our 
God gifted talents to good use; Speaking the Truth: The truth will always set us free; Forgiveness: We must learn to 
forgive others; Bearing fruit for the Lord: Our good works will bear good fruit; Perseverance: Stand firm in what we 
believe in and preach it to the world without fear; Confession: Find time throughout our life to receive the Sacrament 
of Confession. This Sacrament will cleanse our soul from all the sins that we have committed in our lives; Practice our 
Faith: We must put faith and our works into practice. Remember, we must practice what we preach.

Now we know what God expects from all of us in order to reach our final destination which is The Kingdom of Heaven. 
By following these steps and placing them in our personal agenda, then we are good candidates to receive the reward 
that God has promised to all His children.

I leave you with these beautiful words:  

CHRIST IS RISEN! TRULY HE IS RISEN!  
GOD BLESS EVERYONE AND HAVE A BLESSED PASCHA

(Continued from pg. 1)

 MESSAGE FROM FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS, PROTOPRESBYTER

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Xristos Anesti!
As the Sunday School year comes to an end, we 
would like to thank you if you were able to bring your 
children to Sunday School.  We know that this has 
been a challenging few years.  We hope to see many 
more new and familiar faces as we begin again in Fall 
of 2022.  
 
The last day of Sunday School is May 22, 2022.  

On this day, we will recognize our students for their attendance and engagement in this 
challenging year.  

On May 22, we are also recognizing our graduates who completed Sunday School during 
the disrupted COVID year where we were unable to have a graduation.  These are 
students that are currently seniors in English school and were enrolled in10th grade and 
participated in Sunday School during the 2019-2020 year.  We look forward to seeing our 
students every Sunday and can’t wait to fill those classrooms again in the fall. 
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Μήνυμα Από τον Πατέρα Μιχαήλ Λ. Παστρικό  

Για όσους από εμάς καταλαβαίνουμε το νόημα 
της Ανάστασης του Χριστού, αυτές οι δύο λέξεις 
“Χριστός Ανέστη” θα πρέπει να αλλάξουν τον 
τρόπο σκέψης μας και τον τρόπο που ζούμε τη ζωή 
μας. Αν έχουμε αρνητικές σκέψεις για το θάνατο, 
τότε αυτά τα λόγια, θα πρέπει να μας δώσουν 
μεγαλύτερη σιγουριά ότι υπάρχει κάτι καλύτερο 
για εμάς, όταν  πεθάνουμε και φύγουμε από αυτόν 
τον κόσμο. Αλλά αυτό σημαίνει επίσης ότι πρέπει 
να δουλέψουμε πολύ αν θέλουμε να φτάσουμε 
σ᾽αυτόν τον στόχο. Υπάρχει πολλή προσπάθεια 
και θυσίες που συνδυάζονται με αυτό. Πρέπει να 
έχουμε κάποια προσόντα για να αρχίσουμε να 
ζητάμε από τον Θεό ένα τέτοιο δώρο.

Μερικά από τα πράγματα που θέλει Ο Χριστός 
να γνωρίζουμε για να μας φέρει πολύ πιο κοντά 
Του, είναι: Πίστη: Πρέπει να πιστεύουμε και 
να έχουμε πίστη στον Χριστό. Έργα: Η πίστη 
μας θα φανεί μέσω των έργων μας. Αγάπη για 
τον Θεό και τους άλλους: Πρέπει να είμαστε σε 
θέση να αγαπάμε τον Θεό μας και να αγαπάμε 
τους άλλους. Πρέπει να είμαστε Ειρηνοποιοί: Να 
αγαπάμε τους Εχθρούς μας. Να παρακολουθούμε 
τις εκκλησιαστικές λειτουργίες: Πρέπει να 
εκκλησιαζόμαστε τακτικά και να λαμβάνουμε τη 
Θεία Κοινωνία. Πρέπει υπακούμε στις Εντολές του 
Θεού. Αυταπάρνηση: Πρέπει να αρνηθούμε τους 
εαυτούς μας, να σηκώσουμε τον Σταυρό Του και 
να Τον ακολουθήσουμε. Υπηρεσία: Η χρήση των 
ταλέντων που μας χάρισε ο Θεός μας  σε καλές 
πράξεις. Λέγοντας την αλήθεια: Η αλήθεια θα 
μας ελευθερώνει πάντα. Συγχώρεση: Πρέπει να 
μάθουμε να συγχωρούμε τους άλλους. Φέρνοντας 

καρπούς για τον Κύριο: Τα καλά μας έργα θα 
αποφέρουν καλούς καρπούς. Επιμονή: Μείνετε 
σταθεροί σε αυτό που πιστεύετε και κηρύξτε το 
στον κόσμο άφοβα. Εξομολόγηση: Βρείτε χρόνο 
σε όλη τη διάρκεια της ζωής σας για να λάβετε το 
Μυστήριο της Εξομολόγησης. Αυτό το Μυστήριο 
θα καθαρίσει την ψυχή σας από όλες τις αμαρτίες 
που διαπράξατε στη ζωή σας. Ασκήστε την πίστη 
σας: Πρέπει να κάνετε πράξη την πίστη και τα έργα 
σας. Να θυμάστε ότι πρέπει να ασκείτε αυτό που 
κηρύττετε.

Τώρα ξέρουμε τι περιμένει ο Θεός από όλους 
μας, προκειμένου να φτάσουμε στον τελικό 
προορισμό μας που είναι η Βασιλεία των Ουρανών. 
Ακολουθώντας αυτά τα βήματα και τοποθετώντας 
τα στην προσωπική μας προτεραιότητα, τότε μόνον 
θα είμαστε καλοί υποψήφιοι για να λάβουμε την 
ανταμοιβή που ο Θεός έχει υποσχεθεί σε όλα τα 
παιδιά Του.

Κλείνω με αυτές τις όμορφες λέξεις: 

ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ! ΑΛΗΘΩΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ! 

Εύχομαι σε όλους να έχετε τις ευλογίες του 

Θεού και ΚΑΛΟ  και 

ΕΥΛΟΓΗΜΕΝΟ ΠΑΣΧΑ!!

(Continued from pg. 2)
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CONSTANTINE AND HELEN, EQUAL-TO-THE APOSTLES - MAY 21

Courtesy of the Orthodox 
Archdioese of America

www.goarch.org

This great and renowned sovereign of the 
Christians was the son of Constantius 
Chlorus (the ruler of the westernmost 
parts of the Roman empire), and of the 
blessed Helen. He was born in 272, in 
(according to some authorities) Naissus 
of Dardania, a city on the Hellespont. 
In 306, when his father died, he was 
proclaimed successor to his throne. In 
312, on learning that Maxentius and 
Maximinus had joined forces against 
him, he marched into Italy, where, 
while at the head of his troops, he saw 
in the sky after midday, beneath the 
sun, a radiant pillar in the form of a cross with the words: 
“By this shalt thou conquer.” The following night, our Lord 
Jesus Christ appeared to him in a dream and declared to him 
the power of the Cross and its significance. When he arose 
in the morning, he immediately ordered that a labarum be 
made (which is a banner or standard of victory over the 
enemy) in the form of a cross, and he inscribed on it the 
Name of Jesus Christ. On the 28th Of October, he attacked 
and mightily conquered Maxentius, who drowned in the 
Tiber River while fleeing. The following day, Constantine 
entered Rome in triumph and was proclaimed Emperor of 
the West by the Senate, while Licinius, his brother-in-law, 
ruled in the East. But out of malice, Licinius later persecuted 
the Christians. Constantine fought him once and again, and 
utterly destroyed him in 324, and in this manner he became 
monarch over the West and the East. Under him and because 
of him all the persecutions against the Church ceased. 
Christianity triumphed and idolatry was overthrown. In 325 
he gathered the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea, which 
he himself personally addressed. In 324, in the ancient city 
of Byzantium, he laid the foundations of the new capital 
of his realm, and solemnly inaugurated it on May 11, 330, 
naming it after himself, Constantinople. Since the throne 
of the imperial rule was transferred thither from Rome, it 
was named New Rome, the inhabitants of its domain were 
called Romans, and it was considered the continuation of 
the Roman Empire. Falling ill near Nicomedia, he requested 
to receive divine Baptism, according to Eusebius (The Life 
of Constantine. Book IV, 61-62), and also according to 
Socrates and Sozomen; and when he had been deemed 

worthy of the Holy Mysteries, he 
reposed in 337, on May 21 or 22, the 
day of Pentecost, having lived sixty-five 
years, of which he ruled for thirty-one 
years. His remains were transferred to 
Constantinople and were deposed in 
the Church of the Holy Apostles, which 
had been built by him (see Homily 
XXVI on Second Corinthians by Saint 
John Chrysostom).

As for his holy mother Helen, after 
her son had made the Faith of Christ 
triumphant throughout the Roman 
Empire, she undertook a journey to 
Jerusalem and found the Holy Cross on 
which our Lord was crucified (see Sept. 
13 and 14). After this, Saint Helen, in 

her zeal to glorify Christ, erected churches in Jerusalem at 
the sites of the Crucifixion and Resurrection, in Bethlehem at 
the cave where our Saviour was born, another on the Mount 
of Olives whence He ascended into Heaven, and many 
others throughout the Holy Land, Cyprus, and elsewhere. 
She was proclaimed Augusta, her image was stamped upon 
golden coins, and two cities were named Helenopolis after 
her in Bithynia and in Palestine. Having been thus glorified 
for her piety, she departed to the Lord being about eighty 
years of age, according to some in the year 330, according to 
others, in 336.

Apolytikion of Constantine and Helen
Plagal of the Fourth Tone

He beheld the image of Your Cross in the Heavens and, as 
Paul, he too did not receive the call from men. Your Apostle 
among Kings placed the care of the Royal City in Your 
hands. Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O only 
Loving Lord, keep it ever in peace.

Kontakion of Constantine and Helen
Third Tone

Today, Constantine with his mother Helen present the 
Cross, the most precious wood. It shames unbelievers. It is 
a weapon of faithful kings against their adversaries. A great 
sign has come forth for us which is awesome in battle.
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES AND GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
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10 Ko i n o n i a MAY 2022

HOLY WEEK SERVICES AND GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA

ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ!    ΑΛΗΘΩΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ Ο ΚΥΡΙΟΣ!
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PATRIARCHAL ENCYCLICAL 
FOR HOLY PASCHA 
 
Prot. No. 169 
 

+ B A R T H O L O M E W 
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME  

AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH: MAY THE GRACE, PEACE AND MERCY  

OF CHRIST RISEN IN GLORY BE WITH YOU ALL 
* * * 

 
 Having run the race of ascetic struggles during Holy and Great Lent and experienced 
with compunction the venerable Passion of the Lord, we are now filled with the eternal light 
of His splendid Resurrection, wherefore we praise and glorify His transcendent name, 
exclaiming the joyfully message to the whole world: “Christ is Risen!” 

 The Resurrection is the nucleus of the faith, devotion, culture and hope of Orthodox 
Christians. The life of the Church – in its divine-human, sacramental and liturgical, as well as 
spiritual, moral and pastoral expression and in the good testimony about the grace that has 
come in Christ and about the expected “common resurrection” – incarnates and reflects the 
annihilation of the power of death through the Cross and Resurrection of our Savior, along 
with the liberation of humankind from “enslavement to evil.” This Resurrection is witnessed 
by the Saints and Martyrs of the faith, by the doctrine and ethos, but also the canonical structure 
and function of the Church, along with the sacred churches, monasteries and venerable sites, 
the godly zeal of the clergy and the unconditional commitment of those who have given their 
“having” and “being” to Christ as monastics, together with the orthodox phronema of the 
faithful and the eschatological impetus of our ecclesiastical way of life as a whole. 

 For us Orthodox, the celebration of Pascha is not a temporal escape from worldly reality 
and its contradictions, but a proclamation of our unwavering faith that the Redeemer of 
Adam’s race, who trampled death by death, is the Master of history, the eternally “with us” 
and “for us” God of love. Pascha is the experience of the certainty that Christ is the Truth that 
sets us free; it is the foundation, existential axis and horizon of our life. “Apart from me you 
can do nothing” (Jn 15.5). No circumstance, “tribulation or distress, persecution or famine, 
nakedness, peril or sword” (Rm 8.35) can separate the faithful from the love of Christ. This 
steadfast conviction inspires and invigorates our creativity and desire to become in this world 
“collaborators of God” (1 Cor. 3.9). It guarantees that, in the face of every insurmountable 
hurdle and impasse, where no human solution is conceivable, there is always hope and 
perspective. “I can do all things in Him who strengthens me” (Phil. 4.13). In the risen Christ 
we know that evil, no matter what form it assumes, does not have the final word in the journey 
of humankind. 
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 However, even as we are filled with gratitude and joy for this supreme value ascribed 
to the human being by the Lord of glory, we are disheartened before multifaceted violence, 
social injustice and infringement of human rights in our time. “The radiant message of the 
resurrection” and our cry “Christ is Risen!” today reverberate alongside the horrendous sound 
of weapons, the distressing cries of innocent victims of military aggression and the plight of 
refugees, among whom there are numerous innocent children. We saw with our own eyes all 
of these problems during our recent visit to Poland, where the vast majority of Ukrainian 
refugees has fled. We stand and suffer alongside the pious and courageous people of Ukraine 
that bear a heavy cross. We pray and strive for peace and justice as well as for all those who 
are deprived of these. It is unimaginable for us Christians to remain silent before the 
obliteration of human dignity. Together with the victims of military conflict, the “greatest 
casualty” of war is humanity, which has not managed to eradicate war in the course of its long 
history. Not only does war not solve problems; it actually creates new and more complex 
problems. It sows division and hatred; it increases discord among peoples. We firmly believe 
that humankind is capable of living without war and violence. 

 The Church of Christ innately functions as an agent of peace. Not only does it pray “for 
the peace from above” and “the peace of the whole world,” but it underlines the importance 
of every human effort to establish peace. The principal characteristic of a Christian is 
“peacemaking.” Christ blesses the peacemakers, whose struggle is a tangible presence of God 
in the world and depicts the peace “that surpasses all understanding” (Phil. 4.7) in the “new 
creation,” the heavenly kingdom of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. As judiciously 
emphasized in the document of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, entitled For the Life of the World, 
the social ethos of the Orthodox Church, the Church “honors the martyrs for peace as witnesses to 
the power of love, to the goodness of creation in its first and final forms, and to the ideal of 
human conduct established by Christ during his earthly ministry” (§ 44). 

 Pascha is the feast of freedom, joy and peace. We solemnly praise the Resurrection of 
Christ through which we experience our own co-resurrection. And we faithfully worship the 
great mystery of Divine Economy and we share in “the feast that is common to all.” In this 
spirit, from the see of the Church of Constantinople, which eternally participates in the Cross 
and Resurrection of our Lord, we address to all of you, most honorable brother Hierarchs and 
beloved children, our wholehearted paschal greeting, invoking upon you the grace and mercy 
of Christ the God of all who put Hades to death and granted us eternal life. 
 

At the Phanar, Holy Pascha 2020 
+ Bartholomew of Constantinople 

Your fervent supplicant to the Risen Lord1 

 
To be read in churches after the Holy Gospel during the Divine Liturgy on the feast of Holy Pascha. 
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 
 

ARCHIEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL 
 

Prot. No. 68/2022 
 

Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the Great and Holy Pascha  
 

 
April 24, 2022 

 
Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the 
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools, 
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the 
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America. 

 

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Christ descended alone to the Gates of Hades, He returned taking many spoils of His victory. 
(Verse of the Synaxarion of Pascha) 

What a journey our Lord took for the sake of our salvation! What pains did He not 
endure? Not only did He descend from the heights of Heaven to earth through his 
Incarnation, but through His Death on the Cross he descended into the lowest depths of 
human experience. As we chant on Pascha night: Κατῆλθες ἐν τοῖς κατωτάτοις τῆς γῆς 
– into death itself, even though He is the Author of Life. 

This is how the Lord Jesus, Who is the New Adam and the First-Born of the Dead, 
redeems the mass of humanity. He undergoes a single human life and death; He died 
alone upon the Cross, forsaken and abandoned. Alone did He descend into Hades, that 
he might free all those imprisoned there from ages past. By His flesh, which He took from 
the womb of His Virgin Mother, He assumes the totality of the human race. There is no 
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person who is not connected to Him through His Incarnation. By living a perfect life in a 
willing, conscience way, He makes possible perfection for every human being through 
metanoia, which is as much transformation as it is repentance and turning from 
selfishness to God. Finally, using the Cross to bridge Heaven and earth, He descends to 
the lowest depths, to find us and to bring us home to Heaven. 

As the Synaxarion affirms: “He returned taking many spoils of His victory.” This 
is why we cry out with our hearts aflame with joy, even as our candles shine brightly and 
dispel the gloom of night: 

Christ is risen from the dead, by death trampling down upon death, 
and to those in the tombs He has granted life! 

Therefore, my beloved Christians, let us honor His journey from Heaven to earth, 
from earth to Hades, and back again for our salvation. Let us embrace one another with 
love and compassion, forgetting no one and forgiving everyone. Thus, we will rise from 
the lowest depths of our struggles and challenges, to the celestial heights of God’s glory 
and life everlasting. 

Χριστὸς Ἀνέστη! Ἀληθῶς Ἀνέστη!  

Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!   

  

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America  
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ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
 

ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

 

Ἀριθ. Πρωτ. 68/2022 
 

Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν ἁγία καὶ µεγάλη ἑορτὴ Πάσχα. 
 
24 Ἀπριλίου 2022 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς 
καὶ Διακόνους, τοὺς Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν 
Κοινοτικῶν Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου, τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, 
τὶς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 
ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 

 

Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ, 

«Χριστὸς κατελθὼν πρὸς πύλην ᾅδου µόνος, λαβὼν ἀνῆλθε πολλὰ τῆς νίκης σκῦλα.» 
(Στίχοι τοῦ Συναξαρίου τοῦ Πάσχα) 

Πόσο θαυµαστὰ εἶναι τὰ ἔργα τοῦ Κυρίου γιὰ τὴ σωτηρία µας! Δὲν ὑπάρχει πόνος 
ποὺ νὰ µὴν ὑπέµεινε! Ὄχι µόνο κατεδέχθη νὰ κατέλθει ἐκ τῶν οὐρανῶν, γενόµενος 
ἄνθρωπος, ἀλλὰ µὲ τὸ σταυρικό του θάνατο, κατῆλθε στὰ ἔγκατα τοῦ ᾅδη γευόµενος τὸ 
θάνατο, ὅπως ψάλλουµε κατὰ τὴ νύχτα τοῦ Πάσχα, γιὰ αὐτὸν ποὺ εἶναι ἡ πηγὴ τῆς ζωῆς: 
«Κατῆλθες ἐν τοῖς κατωτάτοις τῆς γῆς».  

Ἔτσι ὁ Κύριος µας Ἰησοῦς Χριστὸς ἀπεργάζεται τὴ σωτηρία µας, ὡς ὁ νέος Ἀδάµ, 
γενόµενος πρωτότοκος ἐκ τῶν νεκρῶν, λυτρώνοντας τὴν ἀνθρωπότητα, πεθαίνοντας 
ἐπάνω στὸ σταυρό, ἐγκαταλελειµµένος ἀπὸ ὅλους. Κατεβαίνει στὸν ᾅδη λύνοντας τὰ 
δεσµὰ τῶν ἀπ᾽ αἰῶνος κεκοιµηµένων. Ἐνσαρκούµενος στὴ µῆτρα τῆς Θεοτόκου θεώνει τὸ 
γένος τῶν ἀνθρώπων, ἑνώνοντας τὰ διεστῶτα. Ὡς τέλειος Θεὸς καὶ τέλειος ἄνθρωπος, 
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χαρίζει τὴν τελειότητα σὲ ὅλους τοὺς ἀνθρώπους µέσῳ τῆς µετάνοιας, ἡ ὁποία µεταθέτει 
τὸν ἄνθρωπο ἀπὸ τὴ µοναξιὰ τοῦ ἐγωισµοῦ στὴ χαρὰ τῆς κοινωνίας µὲ τὸ Θεό.   Τέλος, ὡς 
βασιλεῦς τῆς κτίσεως ἑνώνει τὸν οὐρανὸ µὲ τὴ γῆ, «κατελθὼν ἐν τοῖς κατωτάτοις» µᾶς 
ἕλκει ὅλους στὸν παράδεισο ποὺ εἶναι τὸ πραγµατικό µας σπίτι. 

Τὸ συναξάριο τῆς ἡµέρας τοῦ Πάσχα µᾶς διαβεβαιώνει γιὰ τὸ Χριστό ὅτι: «λαβὼν 
ἀνῆλθε πολλὰ τῆς νίκης σκῦλα», δηλαδὴ ἀναστήθηκε φέρνοντας µαζί του τὰ πολλὰ 
λάφυρα τῆς νίκης. Γιὰ αὐτὴ τὴ νίκη λοιπὸν ἂς ψάλουµε µὲ καιόµενες καρδιὲς ἀπὸ χαρά, 
λαµβάνοντας τὸ φῶς µὲ τὴν ἀναστάσιµη λαµπάδα µας, γιὰ νὰ λάµψει διαλύοντας τὸ 
σκότος τῆς νύχτας: 

Χριστὸς ἀνέστη ἐκ νεκρῶν, θανάτῳ θάνατον πατήσας, 
καὶ τοῖς ἐν τοῖς µνήµασι, ζωὴν χαρισάµενος. 

Ἔτσι λοιπὸν ἀγαπητοί µου Χριστιανοί, ἂς τιµήσουµε αὐτὴ τὴν πορεία τοῦ Κυρίου 
µας γιὰ τὴ σωτηρία τοῦ γένους τῶν ἀνθρώπων, ἀπὸ τὸν οὐρανὸ πρὸς τὴ γῆ, ἀπὸ τὴ γῆ 
πρὸς τὸν ᾅδη καὶ πάλι πρὸς τὸν οὐρανό. Ἂς «λαµπρυνθῶµεν τῇ πανηγύρει, καὶ ἀλλήλους 
περιπτυξάµενοι, συγχωρήσωµεν πάντα τῇ ἀναστάσει», ὑψούµενοι ἀπὸ τὰ βάθη τῶν 
παθῶν καὶ τῆς ἁµαρτίας, στὰ ὑπέρτατα ὕψη τῆς δόξης τοῦ Θεοῦ καὶ τῆς αἰωνίου ζωῆς. 

 Χριστὸς Ἀνέστη! Ἀληθῶς Ἀνέστη!  

  
† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 
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RSVP By May 14, 2022. Tickets will NOT be sold at the door. 
Tables consist of  10 seats. Tickets will be mailed out before the event. 

For anyone interested in participating in Father Dean's communal 
gifts, fill out the Gift Form located:  

https://forms.gle/tgumCbk7RwcMp5YE9  
or scan the Gift QR Code and follow the instructions.  

Your Name(s) will be acknowledged at the luncheon with the gifts. 

If  you have any questions or for more details, contact Rhoula Monios/443-625-9898 or 
Nikki Monios/443-930-0404 or at frdeans25th@gmail.com 

Luncheon Reception Honoring 

On his 25th Anniversary to the Priesthood 
and 25 Years of Service to the  

Annunciation Cathedral 

Sunday, June 5, 2022 
3:00 pm 

Martin's Valley Mansion 
594 Cranbrook Road 

Cockeysville, MD 21030

PANTA AXIOS - ΠΑΝΤΑ ΑΞΙΟΣ

Luncheon Tickets are: 
$30/Ages over 12 ~ $15/ages 6 to 12 ~ Free/5 and under 

To RSVP, fill out the Ticket RSVP form located:  
https://forms.gle/9SqKz6nLpdunVJxc6  
or scan the Ticket QR code and follow the instructions. 

Payment options will appear once your RSVP is submitted. 
Checks and Credit Cards are accepted. 

EVENTS



20 Ko i n o n i a MAY 2022

Dear Parishioner:                       Christ is Risen.....   Truly He is Risen.........

The Holy Week Services this year were wonderful. It was great to see the thousands of people coming to the 
Church throughout the Holy Week experience. As Orthodox Christians, we should be proud that we have hon-
ored and kept our Holy Traditions alive and well. If we are going to continue to keep our Church stong and alive 
we have to understand that the machine behind her success is our Stewardship Program.  Without the financial 
help and support of our parishioners, we can’t do anything. Stewardship is a challenge, and we must join our 
efforts together as a family, and we need the input of everyone to succeed in this enormous challenge that’s 
ahead of us.We constantly here our Lord say, become guardians of your brothers, or you will have to justify for 
your works to God. Which means, that we have to have accountability for our actions. If we are to follow the 
Commandments of God, then we are responsible to live out our lives, and be responsible for the good or bad 
things that we do and never try to justify ourselves. You don’t have to be intellegent to understand the economic 
difficulties of this world. Today we have Churches, Institutions, and other Charitable Organizations, that are 
suffering financially. These Institutions survive only with the donations from the people. We are all suffering 
financially, and we are trying to do the very best especially under these circumstances, to break down the dollar 
to meet our necessities. We all have to make sacrifices, we all have to watch our pennies, an even though we are 
going through this crisis, we should never forget our stewardship obligation to the Church. Small or large, we 
cannot forget the House of our Lord.

Many of us though think very differently. Instead of combining our efforts together to share the expenses, we 
tend to let other people carry the burden and responsibilities. Some of us, think that the money that goes to the 
Church grows on trees. They think that by coming to the Church and lighting their candle, that will pay for all of 
the Churche’s expenses. They have alot to learn.... Whenever we need the church for something the church will 
always be there for us. But on the other hand, if we don’t support our Church financially, then we might have a 
problem keeping the doors of the Church open.

So far, thanks to our wonderful and dear supporters of our Stewardship Program, our Church is still alive and 
well. A few months ago we sent out the Stewardship Pledge cards, and to our suprise only half of our memership 
sent in their committment. What has happened to the other half? It is so simple, you don’t have to be a rocket 
scientist to fill out a Pledge card. You don’t have to be a millionaire, all you have to do, is fill out the information, 
and put a donation that comes from the heart where it says $ amount:_____________. We have reached the 
month of May, and at this moment we have not received pledge cards from hundreds of our parishioners. The 
Stewardship Committee, would like to know if anyone has a financial problem, to please make an appointment 
with Fr. Michael, and he will try to take care of your needs. We are a Church, the House of God, we do not turn 
anyone away.
   
In closing, I hope that with the Spirit of our Resurrected Lord, that we can see a new beginning in our lives. We 
must direct our thought and focus on the important things that we under take in our daily routine. The Church 
should be a focal point in our lives, and we should try with all our hearts and efforts to support her ministry.

Please take a moment of your precious time and fill out the Stewardship Pledge card, and sent it back to the 
Church office as soon as possible.   Thank You & May God Bless. Christos Anesti. Christ is Risen.

STEWARDSHIP
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Αγαπητέ ενορίτη: Χριστός Ανέστη..... Αληθώς o Kύριος .........

Οι Ιερές Ακολουθίες της Μεγάλης Εβδομάδας φέτος ήταν θαυμάσιες. Ήταν υπέροχο να βλέπω τους χιλιάδες ανθρώπους 
να έρχονται στην Εκκλησία κατά τη διάρκεια της Μεγάλης Εβδομάδας. Ως Ορθόδοξοι Χριστιανοί, θα πρέπει να είμαστε 
περήφανοι που τιμάμε και κρατάμε ζωντανές και αυτούσιες τις Ιερές μας Παραδόσεις. Εάν επιθυμούμε να κρατήσουμε 
την Εκκλησία μας ζωντανή, πρέπει να αντιληφθούμε ότι ο μηχανισμός πίσω από την επιτυχία της είναι το Πρόγραμμά 
Συνδρομής των Ενοριτών μας. Χωρίς την οικονομική βοήθεια και στήριξη των ενοριτών μας δεν μπορούμε να κάνουμε 
τίποτα. Αυτό είναι σαφώς μια μεγάλη πρόκληση, γι’ αυτό θα  πρέπει να ενώσουμε τις δυνάμεις μας ως μια οικογένεια. 
Χρειαζόμαστε τη συμβολή όλων για να ανταπεξέλθουμε σ’αυτήν την τεράστια πρόκληση που βρίσκεται μπροστά 
μας. Να βρίσκεσαι συνεχώς εδώ, λέει ο Κύριός, να γίνεσαι προστάτης των αδελφών σου, διαφορετικά θα πρέπει να 
απολογηθείς για τα έργα σου ενώπιον του Θεού. Που σημαίνει ότι πρέπει να έχουμε ευθύνη για τις πράξεις μας. Αν 
πρόκειται να ακολουθήσουμε τις Εντολές του Θεού, τότε είμαστε υπεύθυνοι να ζήσουμε τη ζωή μας και να είμαστε 
υπεύθυνοι για τα καλά ή τα κακά πράγματα που κάνουμε και ποτέ δεν προσπαθούμε να δικαιολογήσουμε τον εαυτό 
μας. Δεν χρειάζεται να είναι κανείς ιδιαίτερα έξυπνος για να κατανοεί τις οικονομικές δυσκολίες αυτού του κόσμου. 
Σήμερα έχουμε Εκκλησίες, Ιδρύματα και άλλους Φιλανθρωπικούς Οργανισμούς, που υποφέρουν οικονομικά. Αυτά τα 
Ιδρύματα επιβιώνουν μόνο με τις δωρεές του λαού. Όλοι υποφέρουμε οικονομικά, και προσπαθούμε να κάνουμε το 
καλύτερο, -ειδικά κάτω από αυτές τις συνθήκες-, να μοιράσουμε το δολάριο για να καλύψουμε τις ανάγκες μας. Όλοι 
πρέπει να κάνουμε θυσίες, όλοι πρέπει να προσέχουμε τις δεκάρες μας! Παρόλο που βιώνουμε από αυτή την κρίση, δεν 
πρέπει ποτέ να ξεχνάμε την υποχρέωση μας ως ενορίτες για την συνδρομή  στην Εκκλησία. Μικροί και μεγάλοι, δεν 
γίνεται  να ξεχνάμε τον Οίκο του Κυρίου μας.

Πολλοί από εμάς όμως σκεφτόμαστε πολύ διαφορετικά. Αντί συνολικά να προσπαθούμε να μοιραστούμε τα έξοδα, 
τείνουμε να αφήνουμε άλλους ανθρώπους να φέρουν το βάρος και τις ευθύνες. Κάποιοι νομίζουμε ότι τα χρήματα που 
πάνε στην Εκκλησία φυτρώνουν στα δέντρα. Νομίζουν ότι με το να έρθουν στην Εκκλησία και να ανάψουν το κερί τους, 
θα πληρώσουν όλα τα έξοδα της Εκκλησίας. Έχουν ακόμα πολλά να μάθουν... Όποτε χρειαζόμαστε την εκκλησία για 
κάτι, η εκκλησία θα είναι πάντα εκεί για εμάς. Αλλά από την άλλη, αν δεν στηρίξουμε οικονομικά την Εκκλησία μας, 
τότε μπορεί να έχουμε πρόβλημα να κρατήσουμε τις πόρτες της Εκκλησίας ανοιχτές.

Μέχρι στιγμής, χάρη στους υπέροχους και αγαπητούς μας υποστηρικτές του Προγράμματός μας, η Εκκλησία μας είναι 
ακόμα ζωντανή. Πριν από λίγους μήνες στείλαμε τις κάρτες Stewardship Pledge, και προς έκπληξή μας μόνο το ήμισυ 
των συμμετεχόντων μας τακτοποίησαν τη συνδρομή τους. Τι έχει συμβεί με το άλλο μισό; Είναι τόσο απλό, δεν χρειάζεται 
να είσαι επιστήμονας πυραύλων για να συμπληρώσεις μια κάρτα Pledge. Δεν χρειάζεται να είστε εκατομμυριούχος, 
το μόνο που έχετε να κάνετε, είναι να συμπληρώσετε τις πληροφορίες και να κάνετε μια δωρεά που προέρχεται από 
την καρδιάόπου λέει_$ ποσό:_____________. Φτάσαμε στο μήνα Μάιο και αυτή τη στιγμή δεν έχουμε παραλάβει 
κάρτες από εκατοντάδες ενορίτες μας. Η Επιτροπή των Συνδρομών, θα ήθελε να γνωρίζει τι έγινε με τις κάρτες που δεν 
έλαβε!  Εάν κάποιος αντιμετωπίζει οικονομικό πρόβλημα, να κλείσει ραντεβού με τον π. Mιχαήλ, και θα προσπαθήσει 
να φροντίσει τις ανάγκες σας. Είμαστε Εκκλησία, Οίκος του Θεού, δεν απομακρύνουμε κανέναν.
   
Κλείνοντας, ελπίζω ότι με το Πνεύμα του Αναστάντος Κυρίου μας, να δούμε μια νέα αρχή στη ζωή μας. Πρέπει να 
κατευθύνουμε τη σκέψη μας και να επικεντρωθούμε στα σημαντικά πράγματα που αναλαμβάνουμε στην καθημερινότητά 
μας. Η Εκκλησία πρέπει να είναι κομβικό σημείο στη ζωή μας και πρέπει να προσπαθήσουμε με όλη μας την καρδιά και 
τις προσπάθειές μας να υποστηρίξουμε τη διακονία της.

Παρακαλούμε αφιερώστε μια στιγμή από τον πολύτιμο χρόνο σας και συμπληρώστε την κάρτα της Συνδρομής σας και 
στείλτε την πίσω στο γραφείο της Εκκλησίας το συντομότερο δυνατό. Ευχαριστώ & Είθε ο Θεός να ευλογεί. 
Χριστός Ανέστη.

STEWARDSHIP
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MEMORIALS

In memory of Irene Pappas
Mrs. Arezina Cornias
Mrs. Maria Verenakis
Mrs Kriss Cocoros
Mr. & Mrs. Isidoros Roros
Mrs. Maria Kalambihis
The Rologas Family
Ms. Eva Lallas
Mrs. Despina Glykiadis
Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos
Mr. Konstantinos Glykiadis

In memory of Diogenis & Irene Pappas
John & Despina Alexandrou
Maria & Stelios Giannas

In memory of Irene Papamanolis
Mrs. Despina Avgerinos
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Bakoulas
Manuel & Sofia Mastromanolis

In memory of Parthena Amarantides
Mr. Chris Angelopoulos
Mrs. Maritsa Souranis
Mr. Chris Angelopoulos
Argie & Jimmy Maurakis & Family
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Apostolis Venetis
Demetrios & Kiki Venetis

In memory of George & Konstantoula Bakoulas
Demetrios & Kiki Venetis

In memory of Konstantinos Mavrelos
Mrs. Anna Dimides

In memory of John, Nicholas, Irene, Evanthia Lallas
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Michael Verenakis
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Sofia Vourvoulas
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Stavroula Christenson
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Kay Koulouras
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Evgenia Tsimis
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Sophie Vendelis Lericos
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Helen Tsambikos Polites
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Alexandros Xouris
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Klosterides

In memory of George Roros
Kyriaki Roros & family

In memory of Irene Pateris & Matilde Martinez
Mr. & Mrs. Nicanor Pateris
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

St. Nicholas Bilingual 
Early Education Center 

BEEC Friends & Family!!!

Hello BEEC Friends and Families, Spring is here! The children enjoyed 
releasing our Butterflies, Ants, Lady bugs, and Praying Mantis into the 
environment. We enjoyed the Easter Holiday celebrations. We are looking 
forward to the May flowers and bright sun shining. BEEC students are 
looking forward to the warmer weather and outdoor activates, stroller 
strolls and morning walks to explore our community, say hi when we walk 
by! Lastly, BEEC is hiring, we are looking for Greek teachers and aides, if 
you are interested, please call 410-633-5020. Enjoy the Easter Pictures!
                                                                                                                
Sharon Small | Center Director

Οικογένεια BEEC !!!!

Γεια σας beec φίλοι και οικογένειες, άνοιξη είναι εδώ! Τα παιδιά απολάμβαναν να 
απελευθερώνουν τις πεταλούδες, τα μυρμήγκια, τα ζωύφια της κυρίας και το Pray 
Mantis στο περιβάλλον.  Απολαύσαμε τους εορτασμούς των διακοπών του Πάσχα. Ανυπομονούμε για τα λουλούδια του 
Μαΐου και τον λαμπερό ήλιο που λάμπει. Οι μαθητές του BEEC ανυπομονούν για τον θερμότερο καιρό και τις υπαίθριες 
ενεργοποιήσεις, βόλτες με καροτσάκια και πρωινές βόλτες για να εξερευνήσουν την κοινότητά μας, να πουν ένα γεια όταν 
περνάμε! Τέλος, η BEEC προσλαμβάνει, αναζητούμε Έλληνες δασκάλους και βοηθούς, αν ενδιαφέρεστε, καλέστε στο 410-633-
5020.  Απολαύστε τις Εικόνες του Πάσχα!

Sharon Small | Διευθύντρια

The Saint Nicholas Bilingual 
Early Education Center provides 
a safe, nurturing, home away 
from home learning center. 
We accept children from 6 
weeks till 5 years of age. BEEC 
is hiring part-time and full-
time TEACHERS AND AIDS 
at the Center. If you or anyone you know is 
interested, please call the Center at 410-633-
5020 extension 4 or message us on Facebook. 

O Δίγλωσσoς Βρεφονηπιακός Σταθμός Αγίου Νικολάου παρέχει ένα ασφαλές περιβάλλον, 
ένα σπίτι μακριά από το σπίτι, ένα σπίτι μάθησης. Δεχόμαστε παιδιά ηλικίας 6 εβδομάδων 
έως 5 ετών. O σταθμός μας ψάχνει να προσλάβει βοηθούς δασκάλων μερικής και 
πλήρους απασχόλησης. Αν έχετε ερωτήσεις ή χρειαζόσαστε περισσότερες πληροφορίες, 
παρακαλείστε να επικοινωνήστε με το Σταθμό μας στο τηλέφωνο 410-633-5020, γραμμή 
4 ή στείλτε μας μήνυμα στο Facebook.

N O W  H I R I N G 
TEACHERS AND AIDES!
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2022 - June 10, 11 & 12
AD PLACEMENT ORDER FORM

$400 - Full Page - 6” x 9”  

$200 - Half Page - 6” x 4.5”

$125 - Quarter Page - 3” x 4.5”

(If Available):

$600 - Back Cover

$600 - Inside Front Cover

$500 - Inside Back Cover

Support St. Nicholas Church by purchasing your ad space for 2022 now!
Don’t forget weddings, baptisms, engagements, graduations, memorials

Company: 

Mailing Address:

Contact:

Phone:

E-mail:

Submission date: / /  2022

NOTE: Please e-mail an electronic version of your ad to saintnicholasfestival@gmail.com by 
Friday, May 6. Ads that do not fit the measurements above will be resized. No bleed edge 
required. Please check box at top of form if same ad as 2020. 

PAYMENT: Please send your form and check made out to: St. Nicholas Greek Folk Festival 2022
 Ad Book, 520 South Ponca Street, Baltimore, MD 21224. For payment questions please contact    

     Sophia Paros at 443-910-5338.

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, MAY 6th

Completed forms and ads must be 
received by 5/6/22 or placement cannot be 

guaranteed in the ad book
(Jpg or pdf format, Minimum resolution - 150 ppi )

Artwork to saintnicholasfestival@gmail.com

Check if same ad as 2020
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NOTICES

For the annual commemoration of the Fall 
of Constantinople observed May 29, the St. 

Photios National Shrine is proud to announce 
its Second Annual Drawing Competition open 
to children ages 9-12 of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America.  

The annual commemoration of the Fall of 
Constantinople is not only a remembrance of the 
fall of the capital of the Roman Empire on Tuesday, 
May 29, 1453 by the Ottomans who finally took the 
“Queen of Cities” established by Saint Constantine 
the Great some eleven centuries earlier; rather, it 
is also a celebration of Byzantine culture and the 
Hellenic culture that sprang from this pivotal event 
in world history. 

Besieged by the Ottomans, Constantinople and 
a few remaining lands of the Roman (Byzantine) 
Empire was led by the Emperor Constantine XI 
Palaiologos, successor to the founder of the capital 
over a thousand years earlier, Emperor and Saint 

Constantine the Great.  With the breach of the city walls that had protected the city for over a millennium, the 
Emperor and defenders consisting of Greeks, Genoans and others were finally vanquished.

Participants will submit drawings of the last Byzantine Emperor, successor not only to the great saint whose 
name he bore, but also to the final dynasty of emperors who, even as their Empire was slowly declining, oversaw a 
resurgence in ecclesiastical art and theology.

ELIGIBILITY
This competition is open to all children ages 9-12 of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. There are no fees 
for participation.

PRIZE
One grand prize of $250.00.

DUE DATE
All submissions must be received at the Saint Photios Nation Shrine NO LATER THAN Monday, May 9, 2022 via 
email to: Polexeni Maouris Hillier, Executive Director of St. Photios National Shrine at phillier@stphotios.com. The 
Winner will be announced on May 29, 2022 during the annual Fall of Constantinople Commemoration of the St. 
Photios National Shrine. All submissions will become property of the Saint Photios National Shrine.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

• One 2-dimensional drawing of Emperor Constantine XI Palaiologos, on 8 ½” by 11” paper (portrait/vertical 
view).

• The following media (or combination of media) may be used: crayon, marker, colored pencil, watercolor paint.

• Two high-definition photographs of drawings; one of the drawing itself (alone), and one including the artist 
holding the original drawing.

• Contact information including artist’s name, age, home address, parish affiliation, and parent or guardian’s 
email address. 
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S P O N S O R  A 
C O F F E E  H O U R

We have resumed the Coffee Hour following 
the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Please 
consider sponsoring a coffee hour in 
memory of a loved one, for the health of 
your family, or in honor of our St. Nicholas 
Church.

Please call the office at 410-633-5020 to 
schedule.

Thank you 
for your 
support! 

NOTICE:
All 

organizations 
must review their 

upcoming events with 
Maria Salpeas (410-633-
5020) who will add the 

event to the official church 
calendar on the bulletin 

board across from 
Father Michael’s office. 

Thank you for your 
cooperation.

HELP US GROW 
THROUGH E-GIVING
It’s through your contributions that we’re able to carry on 
important work both spiritually and in our community.

Electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to support 
St. Nicholas. 

By giving electronically, you can: 

•	 Give anywhere, anytime from your computer,   
smartphone or tablet.

•	 Donate easily for special projects.
•	 Set up recurring offerings and pledges and never 

worry about bringing your checkbook or cash again.

Show your support and try one of our e-Giving options. 
If you would like to give electronically, 
visit our website www.stnicholasmd.org 
or download the GivePlus mobile app. 

Thank you for all you do to support 
our St. Nicholas family throughout
the year!

NOTICES

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!! 
FESTIVAL - JUNE 10-12

PREPARATIONS ARE NOW UNDERWAY 
FOR THE 2022 ST. NICHOLAS 

FESTIVAL. MANY VOLUNTEERS ARE 
NEEDED TO MAKE THIS A SUCCESSFUL 

EVENT. THERE WILL BE A WIDE 
VARIETY OF VOLUNTEER OPTIONS 

FOR EVERYONE. PLEASE CONTACT THE 
CHURCH THE OFFICE (410-633-5020) 

OR Sofia (240-375-5464) 
TO SIGN UP!

CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR FESTIVAL 
MEETING NOTICES!
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EVENTS

On May 22, 2022 the Lord Baltimore Chapter of AHEPA is hosting its 
Annual Bullroast and Shrimp Feast to raise money for community projects and its 
scholarship fund. 100% of the proceeds will go to fund their Scholarship and Benevolent 

Funds. We hope that you can come out and support us while enjoying great food, music and 
company. Wheels of Chance, Silent Auction, and 50/50 raffle will also be part of the fun.
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STEWARDSHIP

eGiv ing  Benef i t s
• Easy set up
• One-time/recurring payment options
• Confidential & secure
• Track easily for tax purposes

St .  N icholas 
eGiving Stewardship

One Less Thing
to think about

stnicholasmd.org/give

How i t  Works
• Go to: stnicholasmd.org/give
• Select fund(s)
• Create your profile
• Select amount, payment method & frequency
• Complete donation
• THAT’S IT! Simple.

Thank you for your generosity!

Give yourself One Less Thing to think about

Especially 
Now
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STEWARDSHIP



36 Ko i n o n i a MAY 2022

2022 PLEDGES-$148,430.00 / Payments-$122,670.00 / Balance-$25,760.00
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FINANCIALS

Actual Budget over (under) 
Budget

Income

   4011 Learning Center Income 183,847.02 285,442.00 (101,594.98)

   Total 4011 Learning Center Income 183,847.02 285,442.00 (101,594.98)

Total Income 183,847.02 285,442.00 (101,594.98)

Gross Profit 183,847.02 285,442.00 (101,594.98)

Expenses

   LEARNING CENTER

      Total Payroll Expense (L.C.) 114,444.35 168,641.00 (54,196.65)

      Total Food and Classroom Supplies (L.C.) 8,482.17 11,960.00 (3,477.83)

      Total Admin and Office Expenses (L.C.) 7,243.16 15,181.00 (7,937.84)

      Total Occupancy Expenses/Cap Improvements (L.C.) 12,901.03 14,146.50 (1,245.47)

   Total LEARNING CENTER 143,070.71 209,928.50 (66,857.79)

Total Expenses 143,070.71 209,928.50 (66,857.79)

Net Operating Income 40,776.31 75,513.50 (34,737.19)

Other Revenue

   State and Local Grants 42,554.00  0.00  42,554.00  

Total Other Revenue $  42,554.00  $               0.00  $      42,554.00  

Net Other Revenue $  42,554.00  $               0.00  $      42,554.00  

Net Revenue $  83,330.31  $      75,513.50  7,816.81 

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Learning Center

January - March 2022

Actual Budget over (under) 
Budget

Income

   4000 Stewardship 63,982.00 70,683.00 (6,701.00)

   4010 Greek School Registration 1,810.71 1,125.00 685.71 

   Other Income 98,137.91 46,315.50 51,822.41 

Total Income 163,930.62 118,123.50 45,807.12 

Total Cost of Goods Sold 10,866.87 12,045.00 (1,178.13)

Gross Profit 153,063.75 106,078.50 46,985.25 

Expenses

   Total CAPITAL COSTS (CHURCH) 0.00 2,405.00 (2,405.00)

   Total GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION 55,198.51 68,278.00 (13,079.49)

   Total OCCUPANCY COSTS 19,082.50 19,619.50 (537.00)

   Total PAYROLL EXPENSES 66,992.28 69,483.50 (2,491.22)

   Total YOUTH AND EDUCATIONAL 0.00 2,500.00 0.00 

Total Expenses 141,273.29 162,286.00 (18,512.71)

Net Operating Income 11,790.46 (56,207.50) 65,497.96 

4815 Eastern AVE Mortgage Principal Payments $      1,701.24  
OVERALL CHURCH SURPLUS (LOSS) (Operating and 
Mortgage) $10,089.22 

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Church and Greek School

January - March 2022
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FINANCIALS

Actual Budget
over (under) 

Budget
Income

   4140 Plateia Income (Onsite) 21,903.50 108,675.00 (86,771.50)

Total Income 21,903.50 108,675.00 (86,771.50)

Cost of Goods Sold

   COST OF GOODS SOLD

      Total Plateia CGS Expenses 2,364.50 22,160.00 (19,795.50)

   Total COST OF GOODS SOLD 2,364.50 22,160.00 (19,795.50)

Total Cost of Goods Sold 2,364.50 22,160.00 (19,795.50)

Gross Profit 19,539.00 86,515.00 (66,976.00)

Expenses

   PLATEIA EXPENSES

     Total Occupancy Expenses (Plateia) 19,172.50 24,369.50 (5,197.00)

     Total Payroll Expenses (Plateia) 2,083.03 12,645.00 (10,561.97)

     Total Admin Expenses (Plateia) 4,095.52 4,420.00 (324.48)

     Total Bus Dev/Marketing Expenses (Plateia) 3,795.00 4,380.00 (585.00)

   Total PLATEIA EXPENSES 29,146.05 45,814.50 (16,668.45)

Total Expenses 29,146.05 45,814.50 (16,668.45)

Net Operating Income (9,607.05) 40,700.50 (50,307.55)

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Plateia

January - March 2022
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR - MAY

Sunday, May 1: Sunday of St. Thomas:  Orthros: 8:45 am  Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am 
 
Sunday, May 8: Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women:  

Orthros: 8:45 am  Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am 
 
Sunday, May 15: Sunday of the Paralytic:  Orthros: 8:45 am  Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am 
 
Saturday, May 21: Sts. Constantine & Helen Equal to the Apostles:  

Orthros: 8:45 am  Divine Liturgy. 9:30 am 
 
Sunday, May 22: Sunday of the Samaritan Woman:  Orthros: 8:45 am. Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am 
 
Sunday, May 29: Sunday of the Blind Man:  Orthros: 8:45 am  Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am 
 
 
 
Monday, May 30: Memorial Day at the Oak Lawn Cemetery: Service will begin at 10:00 am.  

This will be a group Memorial Service for all the departed loved ones in Christ. 
May their souls rest in peace and may their memory be Eternal.   

Sunday, May 22		  Sunday School Graduation following the church service

Monday, May 30		  Greek School closed in observance of Memorial Day holiday

Wednesday, June 1	 Greek School End of Year Program 
				    (Report cards will be distributed)

TBD				    6th grade Greek School graduates presented in church 
				    and Graduation Luncheon to follow


