APRIL 2023

.
3

Message from Fr. GEORGIOS OIKONOMOU, PROTOPRESBYTER

ntering April, a month full of light, as it floods with the Holy

Light of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, we find
- thanking and glorifying God for this - that His love provides
rich blessings to our church of Saint Nicholas. The liturgical and
devotional experiences of the holy services, such as the Great
Compline, the Presanctified Divine Liturgy, the Salutations
of the Theotokos, the Veneration of the Holy Cross, with the
wonderful hymns and the beauty of the worship of the church,
are our spiritual rest and consolation in the struggle of life. These
experiences are our spiritual strength in our common journey in
the imaginable boat of our Holy Church towards Holy Easter.

In addition, the Bible Study every Monday with reference to the
Catholic Epistle of the Apostle James, as well as the educational
program “I learn about my faith in the Greek School” every
Wednesday offer deepening in the most precious treasures of
our Orthodox sanctified faith. In addition, both Greek national
holidays that were celebrated in our church, the first one for the 75
years since the Unification of the Dodecanese Islands with Greece
and coincided with the Sunday of Orthodoxy and the Litany
of the Holy Icons, with the presence and blessing of His Grace
Apostolos, Bishop of Medeia, and the second, the Celebration
for March 25, 1821 by our Greek School as a continuation of
the Liturgy on the Sunday of the Veneration of the Holy Cross,
boosted our morale and attitude and filled us with pride for the
progress of our children. These children are without any doubt
our bright hope for the future. And every vision for the future of
our church, which celebrates this year its seventieth anniversary,
definitely refers to these children and is inspired by them. After
all, the participation of children and their important role in the
church is witnessed by Christ himself.

The children, according to the New Testament, welcomed our
Christ at His solemn and triumphant entry into Jerusalem, a fact
that we will remember and celebrate on Palm Sunday, the first day
of Holy Week. Holding branches of trees as symbols of victory and
enthusiastically singing from the bottom of their hearts hymns of
praise, they welcomed the Messiah, who entered the holy city of
Jerusalem humbly by riding on a donkey. And when the chief
priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses were angry with the

children and said to Jesus, “Don’t you
hear what those children are saying?”
“Yes, I do!” Jesus answered. “Don’t you
know that the Scriptures say, “Children
and infants will sing praises?”

This Holy Week, this Easter, let us
offer to our children an expensive and
precious gift, the experience of their
participation in the worship of the
church. Starting with the Saturday of
Lazarus with the beautiful customs of
our church and the breakfast offered
in our church for them. The girls could dress up as Myrrh bearers
for the Bridegroom Service and on Good Friday, symbolizing
those holy women, disciples of Christ, who were the first to
see the Risen Christ. They can also come to the “Crucifixion”
on Holy and Great Thursday, the Epitaph on Good Friday, the
first Resurrection on Holy Saturday morning, the Resurrection
ceremony, and the Vespers of Love on Easter Sunday.

And all of us following the example of the children and having
their pure heart as a model, let us prepare ourselves spiritually, so
that we may enter the joy of our Lord and enjoy the banquet of
faith, according to the words of St. John Chrysostom, celebrating
the Resurrection of our Christ. Let this year our path to Holy
Easter be blessed by our Christ more than any other year. And
let us claim, with the Grace of the Holy God, to participate in
the events of the holy days, following the exhortation of the holy
hymn writer: “Come, then, and with our minds now purified, let
us also go with Him and be crucified with Him and die for Him
to the pleasures of this life, so that we may also live with Him and
hear Him when He says, “No longer am I going up to the earthly
Jerusalem to suffer there, but rather I am ascending to my Father
and your Father, and to my God and your God as well. And I will
raise you up with me to the Jerusalem on high in the Kingdom of
heaven”.
With Love in Christ,
Fr. Georgios Oikonomou
Protopresbyter




ELGO(Sebovraq otov Ampilo, €vav prva olo@wto,
kaBwg TAnppwpilet pe o Ayto Pwg TG Avactdoewg
tov Kvpiov pag Inoov Xpiotov, OSwamotwvovpe -
gvxaptotwvtag kat Sofalovtag tov Oeod yia avtd - OtL N
ayann Tov mapéxet mhovoleg VAOYieG OTNV eKKANGia pag
Tov Ayiov NikoAdov. Ta Aertovpytkd Kat KATAVUKTIKA
Bropata twv tepwv akolovBwy, 6wg to Méya Anddeinvo,
n Hponyaopévn Osia Aettovpyia, ot XapeTiopol Tng
®e0TOKOV, N ZTapoTmpookLYNOT, pe Tovg Bavpdotovg
VUVOUG Kal TNV OpopPLa TNG AaTpeiag TG ekkAnoiag, ivat
1 TIVEVHATIKI [ag EEKOVPAOT] KAl TTAPNYOPLA OTOV aydva
™G {wng aAAd kat 0Ty Kotvr} Topeia pag péoa 0To vontod
kapaPiL g Ayiog pog EkkAnotiag mpog to Ayto ITdoxa.

EmmAéov, n peAétn tng BipAov pe avagopd otnv KaboAwr
EmotoA tov Anootdrov IakwPov kdbe Agvtépa, alla
Kat To ekmatdevTiko mpdypappa «Mabaivw yia Ty ot
Hov oto EAAviko XxoAeio» kdBe Tetdptn mpoogépovy
HaOnteia  otovg  moAvToTaTovg  Onoavpols  TNg
aytaopévng miotng pHog. EmmpooBeta, kau ot dvo eBviég
YLOPTEG OV TEAEGTNKAV e AQUTPOTNTA OTNV eKKAnoia
HaG, N TPWTN yia Ta 75 xpovia and v Evowpdtwon
Twv Awdekaviowv otn untépa EANGSa kat ovvémeoe
e v Kvuptakr) g OpBodofiag kat tn Attdvevon twv
Iepwv Ewovov, pe tnv Apxlepatikr HaAoTa moapovoia
Kat gvdoyia Tov Ogo@ileotatov Emokomov Mndeiag,
K. Amootolov, kat 1 OevTepn, N YLopTH yla THV 251
Maptiov 1821 amod 1o EAAnviko pag Xxoleio wg ovvéyxela
¢ Aetrovpyiag v Kvpraxr| tng Zravpompookuvroewg,
TOVwoav To NOIKO Kat TO PPOVNHA HAG Kat LG YEULOAY pe
vmepn@avela ya tnv mpoodo twv madiwv pag. Ta moudid
autd, mov eivat 1 QwTeV eATida pHag yia To pEANOV.
Kot kaBe opapa yia 1o pgAov tng ekkAnoiag pog, mov
naviyvpifer kat yloptalet gétog Ta efdopnvra xpovia
arnod v I0pLom TG, avagépetal ONWodHTOTE 08 AVTA Tat
ToudId Kol eumvEeTal amod avtd. AAWOTE 1] CUUHETOXT
Twv sty kat 0 omovdaiog poAog Tovg oTNY ekkAnoia
HapTupeitan and tov idlo Tov XploTo.

Ta moudid frav avtd, mov vodéxtnkav tov Xploto pag
otnv mavnyvpikn kat OpapPevtikn eicodo Tov ota
IepoodAvpa, yeyovog mov Ba yoptaoovpe tnv Kvpraxn
twv Badilwv, mpatn nuépa g Aylag kat MeydAng
EBdopadac. Kpatwvtag khadwa and dévrpa wg odpBola
vikng kat yédAhovtag pe evBovolaoud amd ta Badn tng
kapdidg tovg Vpvouvg Sofoloyiag, vmodéxovtav Tov
Meooia, mov éumatve otnyv ayia TOAN Twv IepocoAvpwy
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KaBopévog pe mpadTnTa andvw o éva yaidovpdkt. Kat
OTav oL apxlepeig Kat oL ypappateic pwtnoav Oupwpévol
He T TSI Ko ayavakTIopEvoL pe Tov XploTo «pa Ti eivat
OAa avTd», 0 XpLOTOG TOVG ATAVTNOE OTL I OHOPPOTEPN
So&oloyia mpog Tov Oed eivat avTr} TOL TPOTPEPETAL ATTO
T0 0TOpA TwV Vi kat Twv Ondalovtwy.

Avtrp ) Meydhn EfSopdda, avtd to Ilaoxa, ag
npoopépovpe ota maudtd pag wg Swpo akpPd Kat
TOAVTIUO, TNV EUTELpia TNG CVUUETOXNG TOVG 0TN AaTpeia
NG ekkAnoiag. Eekvwvtag and to ZafBato tov Aalapov
pe To opopea £0ia TG ekkAnoiog Hag Kal TO TPWIVO
TIOL TIPOCPEPETAL OTNV ekkAnoia pog ya ta maudid. Ta
KOPLTOdKLa urtopobv va vivfovv Mupogpopeg otov Nuugio
kat T MeydAn Iapaokevr ovpPorifovtag exeiveg Tig
ayieg yovaikes, pabrtpieg Tov Xprotov, mov afiwbnkav
TpWTEG va Sovv Tov Avaotnpévo Xptotd. Mmopolv emtiong
va épBovv otn «Zravpwony T MeydAn Iéuntn, otov
Emtaguo tn Meydhn Iapaokevr), oty mpwtn Avdotaon
10 Méya ZapPato 1o mpwi, oty TEAeTH TNG AvAoTaONG
kat Tov Eomepivo tng Aydmng tnv Kvpraxn tov ITdoxa.

Kot 6Mot gpeig axolovBavtag to mapaderypa twv mauduwv
Kat €xovtag wg mpotumo Tty kabapn kapdid Tovg, va
ETOLLAOTOVHE TIVEVHATIKA, boTe va ewoéNBovpe ot
xapda tov Kvpiov pag kat va amoAadoovue 1o GLUTOGL0
™G mioTngG, oVpPwva pe Ta Aoyt Tov Ayiov Iwévvn Tov
Xpvooatopov, yoptdlovtag Tnv Avactaon tov Xplotod
pag. Ag eivar @étog n mopeia pog mpog to Aylo Idoxa
gvhoynuévn and tov XpLoTtod Hog TePLoooTePo amd kabe
dA\o xpovo. Kat ag afiwBovpe pe t Xdpt tov Iavayiov
Beol va UETEXOLUE OTA YEYOVOTA TWV AYlwv NUEPWV
aKOAOVOWVTAG TNV TIPOTPOTIH TOL LEPOV VUVOYPAPOL: AETTE
ovv Kkai fueis, kekabapuéveug Siavoioug, ovumopevdpey
a0TQ, kel ovoTavpwduey, kol vekpwBduey 01 adToV, TG
100 fiov #dovais, iva ki ov{Howuey aVT@, Kol dkovowueY
Powvtos avTod, 0vkéT €ig Thv émiyeiov Tepovoaiy, Sux T0
nabeiv- &AL dvafaivw mpog Tov Iatépd pov, kel ITatépa
VU@V, ki Oov pov, kal Oeov VUWY, Ko oVVaVVLY D DUAS €ig
v &vw Tepovoadny, &v 1ij Baoileiq T@v oDpavav.

KaAr Avaotaon!

Me ev Xprotw aydnn,
[pwtonpeoPotepog [ewpylog Owovopov
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

PROTOPRESBYTER FR. GEORGIOS OIKONOMOU, PASTOR  Tel: 410-633-5020 * Fax: 410-633-4352 « Cell: 443-422-4548

CHURCH SECRETARY CHANTER SUNDAY SCHOOL
PARASKEVI KOTSATOU DIMITRIOS APOSTOLOU PHAEDRA AVGERINOS AND SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS,
DIRECTORS
FINANCIAL SECRETARY HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS PHAEDRA AVGERINOS 10TH
AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS KATERINA PATRIKIOS, DIRECTOR NIKKI CANNING AND ROSE KOSTAKIS,
FOULA PARAGIOS & IRENE ANGELOS, PRE-KINDERGARTEN
PARISH COUNCIL DANCE INSTRUCTORS YANA KARABELAS, KINDERGARTEN
PRESIDENT - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS PENNY GERAPETRITIS & VASILIKI FONIADIKI, 1ST & 2ND
VICE PRESIDENT - VASILIS ARGIROPOULOS PAN-HELLENIC BOARD MEMBERS JENNA STAKIAS, 3RD & 4TH
TREASURER - NICK ARAVIDIS METAXIA KARDIASSMENOS - HONORARY MEMBER STAVROULA SAKELAKIS 5TH
ASSISTANT TREASURER - SOFIA XOURI EFFIE KARAMBELAS - DANCE TEACHER KALLIOPI CORNIAS & FLORA GIACOUMAKIS, 6TH
RECORDING SECRETARY - MARY ILIADIS FOTEINI ARGIROPOULOS - POC ELENI PIKOUNIS 7TH
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - IOANNIS MARIA FILIPPOU. 8TH & 9TH
SFAKIANOUDIS DIAMONDS
STANLEY SOURANIS ROSE TSAKALOS, PRESIDENT AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL
ROZA CORNIAS, VICE-PRESIDENT PRINCIPAL: STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS
BOARD MEMBERS ANASTASIA VASILAKOPOULOS, SECRETARY IRINI ANASTASIOU
JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS MARY SERAFIS, TREASURER YVONI GALETAKI
JOHN KEVAS BOARD MEMBERS VOULA KOSMATOU
JOHN KOROLOGOS SOULA GIANNAKOULIAS, SOULA KAPETANAKOS, DESPINA LARENTZOS
PETE SALIARIS EVALALLAS EVANGELIA PAPADIMAS
EMMANUEL THEOHARIS
G.0.Y.A. GREEK SCHOOL P.T.A.
PHILOPTOCHOS RITA QUINTERO, HEAD ADVISOR ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS (PRESIDENT)
IRENE VASILIOS, PRESIDENT stnicholasgoyabalto@gmail.com ALEXANDRA FORAKIS (VICE PRESIDENT)
MARIA GEORGAKI, VICE-PRESIDENT RENA KOUTSANTONIS DIMITRA DOUSKAS (SECRETARY)
ZOE PERDIKAKIS, SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT KATINA PALAS AGATHI DIAKANTONIS (TREASURER)
MARIA KARAGIANNIS, RECORDING SECRETARY  NITSA ZDZIERA BOARD MEMBERS:
EVANYCHIS, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY DEBBIE NISTAZOS MARIA IEROMONAHOS
STELLA KOUKIDES, TREASURER EMILY SYROPOULOS TSAMBIKA KOROLOGOS
CHRISTINE ZERVOS, ASSISTANT TREASURER ANNA NIKOLETOU
BOARD MEMBERS: G.0.Y.A. COACHES TINA STAMATIADI
KATINA FOTINOS, PATTY KAFALLAS, NORA BOYS A & BOYS B TEAMS: DENNIS QUINTERO ANGELA YEAKIM
KEFALAS, MARIA KOUTSOURI, EVAGELIA GIRLS A & GIRLS B TEAMS: ANGELICA QUINTERO,
SALIARIS, RENEE THEMELIS, TSAMBIKA GENEVIEVE ZDZIERA, PANAYIOTA KOUTSANTONIS YAL
TRIANTAFILOS, KATINA YIANAKIS FOULA PARAGIOS
G.0.Y.A. BOARD MEMBERS
CHOIR DIRECTOR/ORGANIST PRESIDENT - ANEZINA PALAS STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
PETE BISBIKIS VICE-PRESIDENT - LEAH KOUTSANTONIS IRENE VASILAKOPOULOS, CHAIRPERSON
TREASURER - KATERINA ALAFASSOS IRENE ANGELOS
SEXTON CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - PANAGIOTA ZDZIERA ADRIENNE KOURTESIS
STANLEY CAVOURAS RECORDING SECRETARY - SOPHIA KOUMOUDIS FOULA PARAGIOS

HISTORIANS - ELLIE FILIPPOU AND MARIA KILLIAS
SERGEANT AT ARMS - GEORGE KOSTRIVAS

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: MAY 2023
SUBMISSIONS DUE: APRIL 20"

Please email your article(s) to: vkotsatou@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue.
All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Our beloved parishioners and friends of our patron Saint Nicholas.

In a few days, every corner of Greece will celebrate Easter, the biggest
holiday of Orthodoxy, in its own unique way. The red eggs, the buns,
the burning of Judas, the Epitaph, the candles with the Holy Light, the
barrels welcoming the Resurrection are some of the most well-known
customs of our Easter.

Our folk customs include the post-Resurrection dinner with magiritsa as
the main course, the cracking red eggs, the kiss of love and the roasting of
the lamb on Easter Sunday.

But in several regions of Greece, the roasting of the lamb takes place on
the second day of Easter, such as in Corfu and in some cities of Epirus. In
Corfu, on Holy Saturday, after the first Resurrection, the residents throw
huge jugs full of water, the botedes, from their balconies! A
sight that always excites the crowd.

The beautiful Patmos, the island of the Apocalypse, as it
is usually called, because that is where St. John wrote the
Apocalypse, gathers a lot of people during Holy Week, since
it faithfully follows all of our traditions. One of the most
beautiful customs is that of Holy Thursday when the Last
Supper and the washing of the Apostles feet by Jesus are
reenacted, the roles of the 12 Apostles are played by monks
or clergy and the role of Christ by the abbot of the Theologos
Monastery. On Easter Sunday, the 2nd Resurrection takes
place in the monastery of Patmos, where the Resurrection Gospel is read
in seven languages by the abbot and red eggs are distributed.

Of course, we all know the rocket war in Chios. It has its roots in the
era of the Turkish occupation and takes place between two parishes of
Vrontados, the parish of Agios Markos and the parish of Panagia tis
Erithiani.

The residents of Kozani gather in the cemetery of Agios Georgios where
with their candles lit, they await at the gravesite of their loved ones for the
Risen Christ to resurrect them and leave a red egg on the grave.

In Kythnos, on Easter Sunday, a swing is set up in the island’s square on
which boys and girls swing dressed in traditional costumes. He or she
who pushes someone is committed to marriage!

Endless Easter customs and traditions of our country. The Greeks
wherever they are, far from Greece, will celebrate Easter with faith,
devotion, joy and hope!

And to our little friends, without the distraction of lessons, do not
forget on Holy Thursday to help your mothers prepare the fragrant and
delicious Easter bread and cookies and to dye the beautiful red eggs.

HAPPY EASTER WITH THE BLESSING OF OUR HOLY LORD
JESUS CHRIST

With regards and sincere love,
Stamatia Ieromonahos

President of the Parish Council
St. Nicholas Church of Baltimore
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Ayannuévor pog evopites kot pilot Tov Apiov NikoAdov,

Ze Aiyeg pépeg kiBe ywvid 76 EAA&dag Ox yropdoer o Ilkoyo T4
peyadvtepn yiopti s opBodoias pe To Sikd THG povadiké Tporo.

To kOKKIVX AVYE, T TOOVPEKIQ, TO K&yipo Tov Iovda, o Emtdgiog, o
Aapmddes pe 1o Ayio Qws, Ta Bapeddta mrov youpetiCovy Ty Avdotaoy
elivou pepikd oo Ta mo Yvwotd EQipa Tov TToye pog.

To Aaiked pog éOupar mepidaiffvovy To Seimvo petd Ty Avdotaon pe
KUPIO PAYNTO TH UAYELPITOL, TO TOOVYKPIOUN TWV KOKKIVWY QVYWY TO
@M THG aydmG ket To G0V Tov apviod TV Kuprat) Tov TThkoyo.

Ouws oe apretés meproyés T4 EAA&das, To cotfAiopa Tov apviod yivetou
1 OebTepy uépa Tov Ilkoya, 6mws oty Képrupa ket o€ opiopéves
noAes T Hneipov. Xrnv Képxvpa, To Meyddo ZapPato, petd tny
npWTH AV&OTAOY, 0L KATOIKOL TIETOVY TEPAOTIX KAVATIO YEUXTA VEPO,
TOUG PmdTHOEG, o Ta pmadkovie Tovg! O IOV TPOKAAEL
mévta evBovoiaoud oto mAnbog.

H mavépopen Idtpos 1o vioi ¢ AmokdAvymns, 6mws
ovvnBietou va ovopdletau, yioti exel ypaye 0 lwdvvng Ty
AnoxdAvy, ovykevipdver mipa moAD KOOUO TIC HUEPES TOV
Iéoye, yrati axodovBei motd 6Mes 116 mapaddoeis pos. Eva
a6 o wpouoTepa EQpa eivan avto TG MeydAng ITéumtyg,
omov yiveta 1 avaapdotaoy Tov Mvotikov Agimvov ket Tov
Nintiipat, TovG poAovs Twy 12 AooTodwy vmodovTal poveyoi
1 kAnpixoi kou 0 poAo Tov XpioTov o nyoluevos Tns Movig
Ocoldyov.

Ty Kvpiaxny Tov Idoye, oto povaotrpt 6 Il&tuov yiverar n 2n
Avéotaoy, 6mov To Avaotdoiuo Evayyéhio Siafdleton oe entd yAwooeg
armd Tov HyoUpeVo Ko UoipdlovTon KOKKIVa avyd.

OMor BéBaua yvwpiGovue Tov povietomodeuo oty Xio. *Exer T1g piles Tov
OTHY EMOYH] THG TOVPKOKPATING Kol YiveTal aviieon o€ 800 evopieg Tov
Bpovtédou, tnv evopia Tov Ayiov Mépxov kou v evopia t4¢ Iavayiog
06 Epeifavi.

Or kdrowor s Koldvye, kdvovy avdotaoy ato vekpotageio Tov Ayiov
Tewpyiov. Me avoyiuévy T Aaumdda Tovg mepiuévovy 01o puviua tov
vekpoD Tovg To XploTos AvEoTH K arvoUY éva KOKKIVO VY0 0TO
pvijpa.

Zrnv KoOvo, thv Kupraes] Tov Ilkoya, oTHveTar oty mAareia Tov
VHO100 pice KOUVICr OTHY OTI0IX KOUVIOUYTAL ayOpIX Kol KOPITOI VIUUEVE
ye mapadooiakés popeatés. Avtog 1 avth mov Oa kovvioer k&motov
SeopeveTar yiex pépio!

Arédeaiwta o Haoyadivé 10 kot éQipa Tne matpidas pas. OrEAAnves
omov kot av PpiokovTau, pakpid amo Hv EAA&da, Oa yioptéoovy To
Ikoya pe mioty, katdvvén, yapd xou eAmida!

Kou o1 puxpoi pag gidot, ywpic ) oxotovpa Twv pabnudatwy, uy Sexdoovy
Tnv MeydAy Iéumntn va Ponboovy Tis pavoiles va etoipdoovy
UUpwd&Ta TOOUPEKIQL Kot KOVAOUPAKIXL Kott vot BAYOVY OUOpPaL KOKKIVEL
avyd.

KAAH ANAXTAYH ME THN EYAOI'IA TOY AT'IOY KYPIOY MAX
IH>OY XPIXTOY

Me aydnn kou extipnon,
Zrouactioc Iepoprovéyov

IIpéedpos Tov ZvpPovhiov
Ayiov Nikodéov BaAtiudpys
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Courtesy of the Orthodox Archdioese of America
www.goarch.org

When Friday dawned, Christ was sent bound from Caiaphas
to Pontius Pilate, who was then Governor of Judea. Pilate
interrogated Him in many ways, and once and again
acknowledged that He was innocent, but to please the Jews,
he later passed the sentence of death against Him. After
scourging the Lord of all as though He were a runaway slave,
he surrendered Him to be crucified.

Thus the Lord Jesus was handed over to the soldiers, was
stripped of His garments, was clothed in a purple robe,
was crowned with a wreath of thorns, had a reed placed
in His hand as though it were a sceptre, was bowed before
in mockery, was spat upon, and was buffeted in the face
and on the head. Then they again clothed Him in His own
garments, and bearing the cross, He came to Golgotha,
a place of condemnation, and there, about the third hour,
He was crucified between two thieves. Although both
blasphemed Him at the first, the thief at His right hand
repented, and said: “Remember me, O Lord, when Thou

5 KOINONIA

comest in Thy Kingdom,” to which our Saviour answered,
“Today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise” As He hung upon
the Cross, He was blasphemed by those who were passing
by, was mocked by the high priests, and by the soldiers was
given vinegar to drink mixed with gall. About the ninth
hour, He cried out with a loud voice, saying, “It is finished”
And the Lamb of God “Which taketh away the sin of the
world” (John 1:29) expired on the day when the moon was
full, and at the hour when, according to the Law, was slain
the Passover lamb, which was established as a type of Him
in the time of Moses.

Even lifeless creation mourned the death of the Master, and
it trembled and was altered out of fear. Yet, even though the
Maker of creation was already dead, they pierced Him in
His immaculate side, and forthwith came there out Blood
and Water. Finally, at about the setting of the sun, Joseph of
Arimathea came with Nicodemus (both of them had been
secret disciples of Jesus), and they took down the all-holy
Body of the Teacher from the Cross and anointed it with
aromatic spices, and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth. When
they had buried Him in a new tomb, they rolled a great stone
over its entrance.

Such are the dread and saving sufferings of our Lord Jesus
Christ commemorated today, and in remembrance of them,
we have received the Apostolic commandment that a fast be
observed every Friday.

Apolytikion of Holy Friday
Plagal Of The First Tone

As the glorious disciples, in the washing of the feet, were
enlightened, the profane Judas, ravaged by greed, was
benighted. And to the lawless judges he surrenders You
the just judge. Consider, you who love money, the one who
hanged himself for the sake of it. Shun the insatiate heart that
could dare such a deed against the Teacher. Lord, benevolent
above all humans, glory to You.

Kontakion of Holy Friday
Plagal Of The Fourth Tone

Come, let us all praise Him Who was crucified for us. Mary
beheld Him on the Tree and said, “Though You endure even
the Cross, You are my Son and my God”
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GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA - APRIL 16

Courtesy of the Orthodox Archdioese of America
www.goarch.org

Mary Magdalene, and the other women who were present
at the burial of our Saviour on Friday evening, returned
from Golgotha to the city and prepared fragrant spices
and myrrh, so that they might anoint the body of Jesus.
On the morrow, because of the law which forbids work on
the day of the Sabbath, they rested for the whole day. But
at early dawn on the Sunday that followed, almost thirty-
six hours since the death of the Life-giving Redeemer,
they came to the sepulchre with the spices to anoint His
body. While they were considering the difficulty of rolling
away the stone from the door of the sepulchre, there was
a fearful earthquake; and an Angel, whose countenance
shone like lightning and whose garment was white as
snow, rolled away the stone and sat upon it. The guards
that were there became as dead from fear and took to
flight. The women, however, went into the sepulchre,
but did not find the Lord’s body. Instead, they saw two
other Angels in the form of youths clothed in white, who
told them that the Saviour was risen, and they sent forth
the women, who ran to proclaim to the disciples these
gladsome tidings. Then Peter and John arrived, having
learned from Mary Magdalene what had come to pass,
and when they entered the tomb, they found only the
winding sheets. Therefore, they returned again to the city
with joy, as heralds now of the supernatural Resurrection
of Christ, Who in truth was seen alive by the disciples on
this day on five occasions.

Our Lord, then, was crucified, died, and was buried on
Friday, before the setting of the sun, which was the first
of His “three days” in the grave; observing the mystical
Sabbath, that “seventh day” in which it is said that the
Lord “rested from all His works” (Gen. 2:2-3), He passed
all of Saturday in the grave; and He arose “while it was yet
dark, very early in the morning” on Sunday, the third day,
which, according to the Hebrew reckoning, began after
sunset on Saturday.

As we celebrate today this joyous Resurrection, we greet
and embrace one another in Christ, thereby demonstrating
our Saviours victory over death and corruption, and
the destruction of our ancient enmity with God, and
His reconciliation toward us, and our inheritance of
life everlasting. The feast itself is called Pascha, which is
derived from the Hebrew word which means “passover”;
because Christ, Who suffered and arose, has made us to
pass over from the curse of Adam and slavery to the devil
and death unto our primal freedom and blessedness. In

6 KOINONIA

addition, this day of this particular week, which is the
first of all the rest, is dedicated to the honour of the Lord;
in honour and remembrance of the Resurrection, the
Apostles transferred to this day the rest from labour that
was formerly assigned to the Sabbath of the ancient Law.

Apolytikion of Great and Holy Pascha
Plagal Of The First Tone

Christ is risen from the dead, by death, trampling down
upon death, and to those in the tombs He has granted life.

Kontakion of Great and Holy Pascha
Plagal Of The Fourth Tone

Though You went down into the tomb, You destroyed Hades’
power, and You rose the victor, Christ God, saying to the
myrrh-bearing women, “Hail!” and granting peace to Your
disciples, You who raise up the fallen.
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Sunday of the
Veneration of the
Holy Cross.

The students of our Greek
School attended wearing
traditional costumes.
Immediately after church
services, the Greek School
presented its annual
March 25th program.

APRIL 2023

7 KOINONIA




The St. Nicholas Greek School
celebrated
Greek Independence Day
on March 19" with poems,

readings, songs and dance.
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 65/2023

Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of the Annunciation of the Theotokos
and the Celebration of Greek Independence Day

March 25, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Hail, unwavering tower of the Church, hail impenetrable wall of the Kingdom!
Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

This Day of Greek Independence — when throughout Greece, Cyprus and the
Hellenic Diaspora, the people of God celebrate freedom and remember the cost thereof —
let us train our minds on the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, who is the model for what
that freedom truly means. We sing her praises throughout Great Lent in the magnificent
Akathist Hymn, because March 25 is the date we observe her Annunciation of the Glad
Tidings of the Lord’s Incarnation, and because the Rebirth of the Genos is bound to her

mighty intercessions.

The Theotokos is truly our “unwavering tower” and “impenetrable wall;” for she
stands fast at the Throne of God in constant supplication for her People, the People of the
Church, and the citizens of the coming Kingdom. She is the guarantor of our Faith; for she
is the one who offered her humanity to God, so that God, in turn, could offer His Divinity
to us. She manifests that each of us has a place in the work of salvation, for through her, we
are consubstantial with the Son of God in His humanity, just as He is consubstantial with
the Father and the Spirit in divinity.
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The fact that the struggle for freedom is forever linked to the exercise of her own
freedom, is a cause for celebration every day, and not only on March 25. We can hold in our
minds and hearts the champions of 1821 in every kairos, for their example is ever-new and
ever-young. Their sacrifices remind us of the costly price of liberty, so that we might never

take for granted the freedoms won and what it takes to preserve them.

Therefore, my beloved brethren in the Lord, let us chant and magnify the Theotokos
with joyous hymns and heartfelt supplications that may ever be worthy of the “unwavering
tower” and “impenetrable wall” that surrounds us with love and spiritual protection. And
may we ever bring to the exercise of our democracies of Greece, Cyprus, America, and
everywhere in the Diaspora where “government of the people, by the people, for the
people” is honored, the determination and responsibility to make us worthy of the freedoms
that were gifted to us by the Heroes of 1821.

Long live Greece!

With paternal love in Christ,

Ji e Zi7Sstn

t+ ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHX

APXIEIIIXKOIIIKH EI'KYKAIOX

ApOu. IMowrt. 65/2023

Agxlemiokomikn éyKUKALOG Y& TV é00tr) ToU EvayyeAlopov trg O@cotdokov
KAL YL TV EMETELO TNG EAANVIKTG éMAVATTAONG.

Lappato, 25 Maprtiov 2023

ITpog tovg XePacuuwtatovs Kat Oeopleotatovg Apxtepels, Toug EvAafeotdtovg Tepeig
Kal Awakovovg, tovg Movaxolg kat tic Movaxég, tovg ITooédgovg katl tax MEAN twv
Kowotikwv XvupovAiwv, tovg Evtipodoywtatovg Agxovieg Ttov  OIkOUHEVIKOD
Iatowxpxeiov, Ta péAn g Hyeolag tov 100, tx Hueonowx kai Amoyevpativo LxoAelq,
tic Prlomttwyxovg AdeApotntec, T NeoAaln, Tic EAANvVop06dofec Opyavwoelc kat
0A0KANEO 0 XploTETWVLIO AT TS Teoag AQyLemioKonNG ApeQuKng.

«Xaipe, ¢ ExxAnoiac 6 dodAevtog mopyos, xaipe, tns BaotAeiag 10 dnépOntov teixoc».
[Tooopiieic adeAgot kal adeApeg év XoLoTw,

Katae 1 onueown) émételo g EAANVIKNG €mavaotdoews kal TN €0vikng
avefapmnotag, 6Aot ot EAANveg oty EAA&da, otnv Kvmpo kat ot duxomopa éoptdlovpe
Vv éAevBepla kat dvaAoyllopaote tic Buoieg oL Eyvay Yo avT, EXOVTAS WG LTTODELY A
aAnOwng éAevOepiag v Iavayia Oeotdéko kai dewmdpbevo Mapia. WaAAovpe tov
AxaBoto “Yuvo kata t) dikgkewx g MeydAng Teooapakootng, TIHWVTAG TV, YIATL TV
25" MapTiov 0€XETAL TO XAQUOOLVO AYYEAUR, TOV EVAYYEALTHO ATIO TOV XAQXAYYEAO YL THV
évavOpwrion tov Kvplov, kat v Oix Nuéga moAA& xeovia petd, 1 dw IMavayta

AVAYEVVAEL TO YEVOG HAG UE TNV TAVTODVVAUT LETLTEIX TNG.

H Oeotokog elvat otV KvooAeéia «O AodAevTog MVEYOS» KAl «T0  AmdeOnTo
telxoc»! AmapaodAevtn peoitolr 0to BpovVo ToL B0V, HETITEVOVTAG CLVEXWS YIX TO Aad

G, 10 Aao g ‘ExkAnoiag, tovg moAiteg ¢ Pacideiag twv ovgavav. Etvat 1) éyyvntow
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TS TOoTNG pag, dOTL 6 Oe0c AapPAveL ATO avTr) TV &vOQWTILVY @UOT), YIX VX KATAOTHOEL
TOV AvOowmOo KAt Xdotv 0ed, dmodetkviovtag Ot kabévag &To euac £xeLto dukd Tov QOA0
010 £0Y0 TG owtnolag. Awx g OeotoKoL YivopaoTe Gpolot pé Tov Yio tov Oeob Kot TV
avOowmotnNTa, 6Mws 0 Yiog etvat opoovotog pé tov INatépa kat 10 Ayio ITvedpa kata )

Oeotnra.

AV 1] €AevOepia oL EEaokel 1) OeotoKog oXeTICETAL PE TOVC AYWVES YIX THV
éAevBeplar TOL YEVOUS PAG Kal elval AQOQUT| Y €00TATHOVS KaOnuepva kal OxL HOVo
Kata TNV Npéea g 25" Matiov. A¢ KQATHTOULLE T UVIUT TOV AYWVIOTWYV TOL £IKOOLEVQ
Cwvtavn péoa otnv Kaedld pag kdbe oTryur), Yiatl T0 MAQADELYIA TOUG Elval TIAVTOTE
émtiicaQo. Ot aywveg tovg pag DmevOvuiCovv OtL TO KOoTOG Y TV éAgvOepia eltvat Bagu

Kat xoetdlovtat Ouoteg TG00 Y TNV KATtAkTnon 600 Kal Y T dixtr)onomn tne.

Ac PdAovpe Aowmdv, ayammnrtol pov ddeAgol, evxaQloTnEiovg VUvous kal wdEG
TIVEVHATIKEG TTOOG T OE0TOKO, TAQAKAAWDVTAG TNV VX TTAQAHEIVEL TTAVTOTE «O AOAAEVLTOG
TOEYOG» KAL «TO ATOQONTOV TELXOG», TMEOOTATEVOVTAC HAS HE AYATI] KOl TIVELUOATIKT)
mooTaoia, Kal &g daguAdtTovpe Tig dnpokgaties pag oty EAA&Gda, otrv Koo kat
TIAVTOL 0T dXOTIORX, OTIOL «1] EE0Voiat AVTAETTAL ATIO TO AXO Y1 TO Aad», YTl EXOVUE T
HEYAAN Tiur) Kal v e0OUVVN Wote va mapapeivovpe avtaélol g éAevbegiag mov uag
xaoloav ot fjoweg tov 1821.

Zntw 1) EAAG&DA!

Meta matokng év Xolote ayAamnng,

a ‘%/@ 1577 %}%QOB

t 6 Apeoueng EATidogpooog
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Saint Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church
Baltimore

FIRST PASTORAL
VISIT OF

HIS EMINENCE
ARCHBISHOP

ELPIDOPHOROS
OF AMERICA

SATURDAY OF LAZARUS, APRIL 8
ORTHROS FOLLOWED BY HIERACHICAL DIVINE LITURGY

9:00a.m.-12:00 p.m.
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THE MEANING OF THE HOLY CROSS IN OUR LIFE

Speech at the 8 Annual Lenten Retreat of the Ladies PhﬂOptOChOS Society
of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church of Baltimore

THE MEANING OF THE HOLY CROSS IN OUR LIFE
by Rev. Protopresbyter Georgios Oikonomou, Ph.D.

... “We all have a cross to bear” ...

Everyone has heard the above words, and many
have felt them in their life. But what is the deepest
meaning of that phrase? How is it related to Jesus’
Cross? Please allow me to share some thoughts
about this interesting subject starting with a
historical reference.

The meaning of the cross for people who lived at
the time when Christ lived on earth was a symbol
of the depth of human cruelty and torture.
It meant punishment by the most shameful,
humiliating, and torturous death. It was without
any doubt the worst and harshest form of capital
punishment. Therefore, a first point we can focus
on is that we cannot use the phrase lifelessly
and compare our own trials with the death on
the cross of ancient times. Of course, there are
cases of deep suffering that we really think this
reference fits.

However, this dishonorable and shameful symbol our Lord Jesus
Christ came to give an entirely different and new meaning. The
symbol of dishonor became a symbol of honor. The symbol of death
became a symbol of victory over death. The symbol of hatred became
a symbol of forgiveness. The symbol of revenge became a symbol of
love. And while for centuries and centuries it was soaked with the
blood of robbers and criminals, when our Christ ascended on it, He
soaked it with His Precious Blood. From that time, it was sanctified
and acquired a new meaning, new symbolism, new power. A church
hymn praising the cross says: “The Cross is the guardian of the whole
world; the Cross is the beauty of the Church; the Cross is the might of
kings; the Cross is the confirmation of the faithful; the Cross is the glory
of angels and the ruining of demons.”

This spiritual meaning of the cross gives us strength, gives us
consolation, supports us with hope, offers us courage. Furthermore, it
shows us the ultimate example of true love, which is sacrifice. Living
today in an age where many people say all the time that they love each
other, let us ask ourselves how many of them - how many of us - are
ready to sacrifice our lives to confirm this love? The cross of Christ
becomes the measure of the most authentic and selfless love.

Christians can conquer every fear since we know that the Cross is
the guardian of the whole world. Christians are not frightened by the
ugliness and darkness of the world because the Cross is the beauty of
the Church.

In other words, we can say that the Holy Cross is the beginning and
the end of our faith. And the veneration of the Cross is the purpose of
our spiritual journey of Great Lent. On the third Sunday of Great Lent,
exactly in the middle of our spiritual trip before we celebrate Pascha,
we will hear during the Divine Liturgy the wonderful hymn: “We
venerate Your Cross, O Master, and we glorify Your Holy Resurrection”
The Holy Cross and the Holy Resurrection are inseparable. All of the
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faithful are moved by seeing our Christ ascend
the cross, but at the same time in our hearts we
have the sure hope of His Resurrection.

Let us remember the prophetic words Jesus said
to His disciples a little before being betrayed by
Judas and arrested by the Roman soldiers and
temple police: “I tell you for certain that you will
cry and be sad, but the world will be happy. You
will be sad, but later you will be happy”. In the
Greek language there is a wonderful word which
includes the two different meanings, and it is the
word “yapporvmn’.

Assuredly, if the Resurrection did not follow the
Holy Cross, the cross would remain to this day a
hated symbol of death. But with the Resurrection
of Christ, it became a symbol of hope and
strength.

Bearing in mind all of the above, we must ponder
what the meaning is of the Cross in our life. In
every sadness, in every pain, in every injustice that happens in our
lives, we can take strength from the Cross of our Christ. That is why
every day of our life begins and ends with the sign of the cross. Each
of our prayers begins and ends with the sign of the cross. And when a
person is baptized, the priest gives him the cross as a spiritual weapon
saying the words of Christ: “Whosoever wishes to come after me, let
him deny himself and take up his Cross and follow me”

Taking up our Cross is participation in Christs passion. It is a
blessing. And it is important that every Christian takes up his Cross
courageously and untouchably. There are many examples of people
with very serious problems who face these problems not only without
grumbling and discontent but with continuous thanksgiving and
glorifying God.

All of these are very important for the earthly life of man. But the cross
has an even greater meaning as it also refers to the eternal life of man.
The Holy Cross is the reason why we can say in the Creed: “I look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the age to come” The Holy
Cross is the reason why we can have hope and consolation after a death
of a loved one. We “may not grieve as others do who have no hope”
Apostle Paul writes about this in his Epistle to the Thessalonians: “For
since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus,
God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep”. And Saint John
Chrysostom in his Catechetical Paschal Homily emphasizes “No one
need fear death; the Saviors death has freed us from it.”

In conclusion, we can say that the Holy Cross itself is the meaning
of the Cross in the life of a Christian. It is the recapitulation of faith
and the reason we are Christians. It is our strength, our hope, our
consolation. It is the Light that rises through the darkness of Hades
and becomes the Holy Light of the Resurrection. I wish from the
bottom of my heart that this Light illuminates and guides our lives by
leading us to the truth, that is, to Christ himself.
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H Xnpoacia tov Xtavpov ot (o pog

OpAia g 8ng Etnotag Xvvavnong tov Kvpiwv g @hontyov
Tov Ayiov NikoAdov Baktiudpng

H IZnuacia tov Zravpov otn (i pag

Ano tov IlpwtonpeaPitepo matépa [ewpyto Owovopov

.. OOl €xovpiE Evay OTAVPO VA GIKWOOVYE...

‘OMot éxovv akovoet Ta Tapanavw AOyta, kat ToAloi
Ta éyovv viwoer ot {wr| tovg. Ioto eivat Opwg TO
BaButepo vonua avtrig g pdong Iig oxetiletat
pe Tov Ztawpo tov Inoov; Emtpéyte pov va popaoctd
UEPIKEG OKEWELG OXETIKA pe awTO TO evilagépov Bépa
EEKIVAVTAG U (LA LOTOPLKT] avagopd.

H évvola tov otavpod yia tovg avBpwmovg mov
¢noav v enoyn mov {ovoe o XploTdg ot yn fTav
ovpPolo tov faboug g avBpwmviig oKANPOTITTAG Kt
Bacaviotnpiwv. ZApawve Tipwwpio pe TV IO ENAICXVVTO,
Tanevwtikd kot Pacaviotikd Bavato. Hrav xwpig
Koptio ap@iPolia n xeipdtepn Kkat okANPOTEPN HOPYPT|
Bavatikiic mowng. Emopévwg, éva mpwto onpeio oto
0700 [TTOPOVE VAL EOTIACOVYE gfvat Tt Sev pmopovpe
Va XPTOHOTIOIOVE TN PPACT] He ACVAAGYLOTA Ko Vel
ovykpivoupe Tig dkég pag Sokiaoieg pe Tov Bdvato
0TO OTAVPO TWV apxaiwy Xpovwy. Guoikd, vdpxovy
TEPITTWOELS Pabidg TaAAwpiag OV TPAYHATIKG avTr|
1 avagopd tauptadet.

Qot600, aVT6 TO dTIWO KA emaioXuvto obpBoro, o Kopiog pag Inoovg
Xp1otog, 11pbe va Swaoet éva eviedwg StagopeTikd kat véo vonua. To adpporo
™6 atiog €yve ovpPoro tirs. To ovpBoAro tov Bavdtov éyve ovpPoro
vikng eni Tov Bavérov. To oVpPoro Tov picovg éytve oVPPONO CLYXWPEDTG.
To ovpPolo tng ekdiknong £ytve ovpPolro aydmme. Kou evad yia audveg ko
AUDVEG ITAV EUTTOTIOUEVO e aipta ANoTwV Kat eyKANpatwy, 6tav o Xplotdg
pag avéPrke mavw Tov, To povokeye pe to TToAvtipo Aipa Tov. And tote
AYLAOTIKE Kot aékTnoe véo vonua, véo ovpBolopo, véa Suvaprn. Evag
EKKANOLAOTIKOG DIVOG TTOL VVEL TOV 0Tavpd AgeL: «ZTawpdg, 6 gpoAag mdong
NG OIKOLEVIG. ZTavpos, 1) dpaudTng i ExkAnoiag. Ztavpdg, Pachéwv 1O
Kkpataiopa. ZTavpos, IoTdv T oThptypa. Ztavpog, dyyehwv ) 86&a kai tdv
Saupovwv O Tpadpo.

AvTi} n) TvevpaTikn £vvola Tov oTawpov ag Sivet Shvapn, pag mapnyope,
pag otnpilet pe eAmida, pag mpoogéper kovpayto. EmmAéoy, pog Seixvel to
anoAvto mapdderypa aAnBvrg aydrng, o eivar n Buoia. Zavtag ofpepa oe
Lo emtoxr 1o oAoi dvBpwmoL Aéve oLVEXELR OTL YOOV 0 £vag Tov dANoV,
ag avapwtnBovpe TOCOL ANd AVTOVG - TOCOL ATd EUAG - EIfATTE £TOLOL VL
Buaidoovpe T {wn pag ya va emPeParwoovpe autr T aydmmn; O otavpdg
Tov XpLoToD yivetal To HETPO TNG Tito awBevTikig kau aviSloteAovg aydrmmg.

Ot Xpiotiavoi pmopovv va vikiioovv kdBe @oPo agod yvwpilovue 61t 0
Ztawpog ivat o goAakag Ghov Tov koapov. O xplotiavoi Sev Tpopdlovy e
TIV AoXT LA KAl TO 0KOTASL TOV KOOV YiaTi 0 ZTawpdg eiva 1) OLOp@LA TNG
ExxAnoiag.

Me dMa Adyta, pmopovpe va movpe 6Tt o Tifog Zravpog eivon 1) apxr ko
70 Téhog g mioTng pag. Kat n) mpookitvnorn tov Ztavpod eivat 0 0Komog Tov
nvevpatikod pag ta&idod g Meydhng Zapakootc. Tnv tpitn Kupuaxr
™G Meydhng TeooapakooTrg, akpIPWS OTN HEOT) TOV TIVEVHATIKOD HOG
Ta&id100 mpty eoptdoovpe To ITaoxa, Oa axovoovpe katd T Ocia Aertovpyia
Tov vmépoxo Lpvo: «Tov Ztavpov cov mpookuvoduey, AéomoTa, Kat TRV
ayiav cov. Avaotaowv dofalopevy. O Tiwog Ztavpdg kat 1 Ayia Avdotaon
eivat axwplota. ‘OMot ot ToToi cuykivovvtal PAémovtag Tov Xploto pag va
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avefaivel 0TOV OTAVPY, AN TAVTOXPOVA EXOLUE
oty kapdid pag Ty otyovpn eAmntida g Avaotaog
Tov.

Ag BupnBolpe ta mpognTika Aoyta Tov girte o Inoovg
otovg pabrég Tov Aiyo Tiprv ipodobei armd tov Iovda
Kot GVAANPOEL artd Tovg Pwpaiovg otpatudteg ko Thv
aotuvopia Tov vaol: «Zag PeParwvw mwg eoeig Ba
KAayete ko Ba Bprvrioete, evw 0 kOopHOG Ba yapei.
Eoeig Ba AummnBeite, n) Ao oo Opws Ba petatparei
o€ xapdy. Xt eAANVIKT) YAWOoOoa DTTAPXEL Lot VTEEPOXT
AéEn mov mepthapfaver Tig SVo SlaPOPETIKES EVVOLES,
Kau eivan 1 Aé€n «xappoAvmmp.

Siyovpa, av 1 Avdotaon Sev akolovBovoe Tov
Tiwo Zravpd, o otavpog Ba mapépeve pExpL onpepa
éva pontd ovpPoro tov Bavirtov. Opwg pe v
Avdortaon tov Xplotod éyve oopPolo elmidag ko
Stvapng. ‘Exovtag vmoyn Oha ta mapormave, Tpénet
Vo avaAOYIOTOVHE TIOLO €V TO VONUAL TOV ZTAvpov
ot () pog. Ze kdBe OAiym, oe k&Be TOvo, o€ KAbe
adiia mov ovpPaiver oty (wr) pag, {TOpovuE Vo
naipvovpe Sovapn and tov Ztawpd Tov Xplotov
pog. It avto kabe pépa g fwng pag apxiet kou Telewbver e To onpeio Tov
otawpov. Kabe mipooevyn pag apyiet kot Teletwvel pe To anpeio Tov oTavpoy.
Kau 6tav kamotog Bartifetat, o epéag tov Sivel Tov oTavpd G TVEVHATIKO
omho Aéyovtag ta Aoyta tov Xplotov: «Omotog Bélet va pe akolovbrioet,
ag anopvnBel TOV €AVTO TOV KAl AG ONKWOEL TOV ZTAUPO TOV Kol G HE
akohovBroew.

H avénymn tov Xtawpov pag ivat ovppetoxlj oo nabog tov Xpiotov. Eivau
evhoyia. Kau eivou onpavtiko ke Xplotavodg va onkwvel Tov Ztowpod Tov
Bappaléakat ayodyyvota. Yndpyovv moAa apadetypora avBpwmwy pe ToAd
coPapd ipoPArparta mov avTipe twnilovy owtd o TpoBArpaTa Oxt HOVO Xwpig
yxpivia ket Suoapéoketa aAAd pe ouvexr evxaptotia kat Sofohoyia Tov Ogov.

Ohat awtd givan TOA onpavTikd yia v emiyeta {wr) Tov avBpwov. Opwg o
OTaAVPOG EXEL aKOpN HeyakDTePT onacio KaBg avapépeTat Kat TNV alwvia
{wn Tov avBpimov. O Tipog Ztavpdg eivat 0 AGYoG YL TOV OTI0{0 HITOPOVE Vau
Tovpe o0 ZVpPoro trg Hiotewe: «[Ipoodokd avaoTtaoty vekp@dv kat {wry ToD
pgMovTog ai@vogy. O Tiwog Ztavpdg eivat 0 AGyog ov [LITOPOVUE Vot EXOVLE
eAmida ko Topnyopid pHeTd Tov BAVATO EVOG AYTHEVOL HAG TIPOCWTIO.
«Mropovpe va punv Amopaote omwg Avmodvtat ot dAAoL mov Sev €xovv
eAmida. O AnootoAog ITawAog ypdgel oxeTikd otnv A’ TIpog @ecoalovikeig
Emotolr): «Epeiq motebovpe 6t o Inoovg mébave ki avaotOnke: to idto
ToTEDOLE KL OTL auTOLG TIov TEBavay ToTevoVTag aTov Inoov, o Oedg Ba
TOVG avaoTroEL yiat va (fioovv padi tovr. Kat o Ayiog Iwdvvng o Xpuadotopog
otov Iaoxdho Katnynrtikd Adyo toviler «Kaveig Sev xpealetat va goPérar
Tov Bavaro, o Bdvatog Tov Zwtpa pag éxel anelevbepwoet and avtév Tov

(p6ﬁ0>>.

SVUTEPACHATIKY, UTOPOVLE va ToVpE 6Tt 0 810G o Tiog Xtavpog eival n
évvola Tov Ztawpov ot {wr) evog xpoTiavov. Eivar 1) avakepodaiwon g
ToTNG Ko 0 A6yog Tov gipaoTe xprotiavoi. Eivou n Svvaur pag, n eAmida pag, n
napnyopid pag. Eivat to Pwg mov avatéAel péoa and To okotddt Tov Ad kot
yivetau T0 Ayto Pwg g AvaoTaong. Evxopat péoa ané v kapdid pov avtd
10 Qwg va wrilet ko va kaBodnyel ™ {wn) pag odywvTag pag oty oAnBeta,
Snhadn otov idto Tov XploTo.
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The Three Trees

nce upon a mountain top,
three little trees stood and
dreamed of what they wanted

to become when they grew up.

The first little tree looked up at
the stars and said: “I want to hold
treasure. I want to be covered with
gold and filled with precious stones.
I'll be the most beautiful treasure chest
in the world!”

The second little tree looked out at
the small stream trickling by on its way to the ocean.
“I want to be traveling mighty waters and carrying
powerful kings. I'll be the strongest ship in the world!”

The third little tree looked down into the valley
below where busy men and women worked in a busy
town. “I don’t want to leave the mountain top at all. I
want to grow so tall that when people stop to look at
me, they’ll raise their eyes to heaven and think of God.
I will be the tallest tree in the world”

Years passed. The rain came, the sun shone, and
the little trees grew tall. One day three woodcutters
climbed the mountain.

The first woodcutter looked at the first tree and
said, “This tree is beautiful. It is perfect for me” With a
swoop of his shining axe, the first tree fell.

“Now I shall be made into a beautiful chest. I shall
hold wonderful treasure!” the first tree said.

The second woodcutter looked at the second tree
and said, “This tree is strong. It is perfect for me” With
a swoop of his shining axe, the second tree fell.

“Now I shall sail mighty waters!” thought the
second tree. “I shall be a strong ship for mighty kings!”

The third tree felt her heart sink when the last
woodcutter looked her way. She stood straight and tall
and pointed bravely to heaven.

But the woodcutter never even looked up. “Any
kind of tree will do for me,” he muttered. With a swoop
of his shining axe, the third tree fell.

The first tree rejoiced when the woodcutter
brought her to a carpenter’s shop. But the carpenter
fashioned the tree into a feedbox for animals.

The once beautiful tree was not covered with gold,
nor with treasure. She was coated with sawdust and
filled with hay for hungry farm animals.

The second tree smiled when the woodcutter took
her to a shipyard, but no mighty sailing ship was made
that day. Instead, the once strong tree was hammered
and sawed into a simple fishing boat. She was too small
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and too weak to sail on an ocean, or
even a river; instead, she was taken to a
little lake.

The third tree was confused when
the woodcutter cut her into strong
beams and left her in a lumberyard.
“What happened?” the once tall tree
wondered. “All T ever wanted was to
stay on the mountain top and point to
God..”

Many, many days and night passed.
The three trees nearly forgot their dreams.

But one night, golden starlight poured over the
first tree as a young woman placed her newborn baby
in the feedbox.

“I wish I could make a cradle for him,” her
husband whispered.

The mother squeezed his hand and smiled as the
starlight shone on the smooth and the sturdy wood.
“This manger is beautiful,” she said.

And suddenly the first tree knew he was holding
the greatest treasure in the world.

One evening a tired traveler and his friends
crowded into the old fishing boat. The traveler fell
asleep as the second tree quietly sailed out into the
lake.

Soon a thundering and thrashing storm arose. The
little tree shuddered. She knew she did not have the
strength to carry so many passengers safely through
with the wind and the rain.

The tired man awakened. He stood up, stretched
out his hand, and said, “Peace.” The storm stopped as
quickly as it had begun.

And suddenly the second tree knew he was
carrying the king of heaven and earth.

One Friday morning, the third tree was startled
when her beams were yanked from the forgotten
woodpile. She flinched as she was carried through an
angry jeering crowd. She shuddered when soldiers
nailed a man’s hands to her.

She felt ugly and harsh and cruel.

But on Sunday morning, when the sun rose and
the earth tremble with joy beneath her, the third tree
knew that God’s love had changed everything.

It had made the third tree strong.

And every time people thought of the third tree,
they would think of God.

That was better than being the tallest tree in the
world.
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To Tpla 6évrpa

4mOTE GTNV KOPPT| EVOG AOPOV

otékovTtav Tpia pikpd dévipa

Kat ovelpevovtay TLHfelav va
yivouv otav peyakwoovv. To mpwto
Koitage YnAd ta aotépla kat eime:
«@éhw va pUAGW £va Bnoavpd. Oélw
va eipal KaAAVHEEVO HE XPLOA@L Kol
yepdto moAvtipovg Aibovg. Oa eipan
TO TTLO OHOPPO BNoAVPOPUAAKLO GTOV
koopo». To Sevtepo koitae paxpia
éva KpO TOTAHAKL TTOV apyOKVAOVOE
070 §pbpo Tov yla T Bdhacoa. «Eyw Béw va ta&idedw Tig
peyaleg Odhaooeg kat va peta@épw Suvatovg Pactitades.
Oa eipar o o duvatd kapdPt otov kdopo». To Tpito
dévtpo koitae xapunld otnv kotldda amd KdTw, OMTOL
dpaotnplot avtpeg Kat yuvaikeg Sovdevav oe pa TOAN
yepdtn {ovtavia. «Eyw de B¢ w va agrow tnv koper) Tov
Bouvvov. @éAw va yivw 000 YnAd, oV dTAV OTAUATOVV OL
avBpwmot va pe kortagovv , Ba onKkwvoLV Ta HETIA TOVG
otov ovpavo kat Ba oxéprovtal Tov Oeo. Oa eipgal To
YNAOTEPO GEVTPO TOV KOOUOLY.

Ta xpovia mépacav. HpBe n Ppoxn, Pyrke o nAog kat
Ta pkpd Sévtpa yhidwoav. Mia pépa tpetg Eulokomnot
avéPnkav oo Pouvd. O mpwrog koitake To MpwTo dévTpo
Kat eine: «Avtd to dévtpo eivau dpopgo. Eivar akpifwg
avtd Tov BEAw» eime kat pe pia Kivion Tov acTpa@TepPOL
ToeKOVPLOL ToV To 8¢VTpo éneoe. «Twpa Ba pe kdvouv €va
Opop@o pmaovlo kat Ba euiaw Bavpdaotovg Onoavpovg!»
eime To MpwTo SéVTpO.

O debtepog Evhokomog koitale to devtepo Sévipo kau
eime: « Avtd 1o dévtpo eivau duvatd. Eivat akpiPwg avto
mov Oéhw», €ime, Kal pe Hia KIVIOT TOV aoTpaQTEPOD
Tov ToeKovplov émece To OevTepo Sévipo. «Twpa Oa
tafidéyw otig peydheg Balaooe» oképtnike ekeivo, «Oa
yivw Suvato kapdpt yia Suvatovg Pacthiddeg!». To tpito
Sévtpo amoyontevtnke, OTav o Televtaiog §uAokOTOG
Koitage KaTd To PéPog Tov. ZTeKOTAV €VOV KAt YNAO kat
onpadeve yevvaio tov ovpavo. O Evhokomog koitage ynia
Kal povppovptoe: «omolodnmote §EVTpo pov kdvew. Me
Ut Kivror Tov aoTpa@TEPOL TOV TOEKOVPLOD £TTECE KAl TO
Tpito Sévtpo...

To mpwto dévtpo xapnke 6Tav o EVAOKOTOG TO TiHye GTOV
Eulovpyo. AANG ekeivog To ékave mayvi yia ta (wa. To
dAlote opop@o dévtpo Sev kalbgOnke e xpvood, ovTe pe
Onoavpo. To emévduoav pe plovidia Kat To YEULoav cavo
yla va Tpave ta metvaopéva (wa péoa oe éva atapo.

To Sebvtepo dévtpo xapoyélaoe dtav o Evhokomog to ryye
0TO VAUTINYEio, OpwG Kavéva Suvatd kapdpPt 8e eTiayTnke
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ekeiv ) pépa. Avti yU avto, to alho
Suvatd §4vTpo (e To oPLPL KAl TO TTPLOVL
éytve pa Papra yia yapepa. aparfrav
Hikpn kat adhvaun yla va mepdoet Tovg
wKeavoLg 1] akOpa Kat éva TOTAWL
IMopd povdya TO MAYav O€ UL HLIKPT)
Aipvn. To tpito dévtpo pmepdeltnke,
otav o Evhokdmog To Ekoye oe Suvatd
Sokdpla kat To agnoe oto Eulovpyeio.
«Tu éywvey» avapwtBnke o YnAd avtod
Sévtpo, «avtd mov Nfela mavta fTav
Va OTEKOUAL OTNV KOp@PT) ToL Pouvvov kat va Seixvw Tov
B¢eo...»

IToANég pépeg kar voxteg mépacav. Ta tpia dévipa
oxedov Eéxaoav ta Ovelpd tovg. AAAG a voxTa, Xpvod
Peyyapopwe EexvOnke mavw oTo TPWTO SEVTPO KABWG pia
veapn) yvvaika anoBeoe To veoyEvvnTo Hwpo TNG Héoa 0T
QAvVTn. «Makdpl va Popodoa va Tov @TIdEw pia Kovvia»
yiBvpioe o dvtpag e H pntépa €ogiée 1o Xépt Tov Kot
xapoyélaoe kabwg to Qeyyapopwto EAapye TAVW OTO
\eio kat atiapd EONo. «AvTr 1] @ATVN eivan OpOPPN», i,
Kat Eagvikd 1o mpwto §évtpo katdhaPe 0Tl kpatovoe
Tov peyalvtepo Onoavpd tov koopov. Eva Ppdadv, évag
KOUPAGHEVOG TAESIOTNG Kal Ol GIAOL TOV PIKAV OE diat
nakd yapofapka. O tafiduwtng amokowndnke, kabwg
10 JebTepo Sévpo avolke Hovya Ta TAvLd TOV pEsa 0T
Aipvn. Ipryopa onkwOnke o@odpr kataryida yepdtn
kepavvoig. To [kpo Sévtpo Avytoe arm’ to @o6fo. HEepe o1t
Sev eixe T Svvaun va petagépet T6oovG TOAAOVG emPaTeg
ue ao@deta peg otov aépa kat tr Bpoxr. O kovpaoévog
avtpag Evmvnoe. InkwOnke dmhwoe TO xéPL TOL Kal eime:
« Hovyaoe...» H katayida otapdtnoe 1000 ypryopa
oco eixe Eexwvnoet. Kau Eagvikd to Sevtepo Sévipo
katdhafe OTL petépepe To PactAld TOV oVPAVOD Kal TNG
yns. Mua Iapaokevr mpwi to tpito dévipo Eagvidotnke
otav tpapnéav ta Sokdpt Tov and Tov Eexaouévo cwpd
pe ta Eola. Aeiliaoe kabwg To peTéepav péoa and Tovg
xAevaopoig tov ayptepévov mAfBovg. Tpopake, 6tav ot
OTPATIDTEG KAPPWOAV Ta XEPLAL EVOG AVTIPA TIAVW TOV.

‘Eviwoe aoxnuo, tpaxd kat okAnpokapdo.

AM\G v Kuplaxn 1o mpwi, 6tav avéteide o HAtog kat 1
YN KATw arn’ 1o SEVIPOo ApxLoe Vo TPEYEL e Xapd, TO TpiTo
dévtpo nepe 0TI N ayann tov Oeov eixe aAld&et Ta mavTa.
Eixe xdver to tpito dévipo Suvatd. Kat kdbe gopd mov ot
avBpwmot oképTovTav To TPito SEVTPO, OKEPTOVTAV TOV
Beod. Autd fTav KaAUTEPO amd To va glval To YnAoTtepo
SévTpo oTOV KOOHO.
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1IEPA APXIETUZKOTTH AMEPIKHZ - IEPA MHTPOTIOAH NEAY IEPZEHZ
1IEPOX NAOX

AT10Y NIKOAAQOY BAATIMOPH

UEAETY
¢ BifAov
Bible study

Kdde Acvtépa
6:45-7:30 4.
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MEMORIALS

In Memory of Perdika Stroumbis
Ms. Mary Serafis

Ms. Elefteria Karamihalis

Ms. Anna Dimidis

Mrs. Maria Agapios & Family
Mrs. Soulla Kapetanakos

Mrs. Popi Philippou

Mrs. Katina Klosteridis

Mr. John & Chariklia Stakias
Mrs. Despina Avgerinos

Mr. Gus & Kalliopi Atsalis

Ms. Kiki Roros

Mr. Dimitrios & Politimi Roros
Mr. Antonios Sazaklis

Mr. Chris Angelopoulos

Lisa & Jim Mitsos

Ms. Eva Lallas

In Memory of Anna Aravidis
Mrs. Despina Glykiades

In Memory of Sylvia Cornias
Mrs. Despina Glykiades

Mrs. Nomiki Weitzel

Mrs. Despina Avgerinos

In Memory of Vasilios Trintis
Mr. Harry & Joanne Sigambris

In Memory of Stergos Trintis
Mr. Harry & Joanne Sigambris

In Memory of Anastasia (Stasa) Christ
Mr. Harry & Joanne Sigambris
Georgas Family

In memory of Hariklia Sigambris
Mr. Harry & Joanne Sigambris

In memory of Filippou Family
Mr. Nicholas Filippou

In memory of Dimitrios Cossis
Mr. Takis & Kelly Papadopoulos
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In memory of Kostas Forakis
Mrs. Despina Avgerinos

In memory of Penny Tserkis
Mrs. Despina Avgerinos

In memory of Savas Georgas
Mr. George Georgas

In memory of Maria Georgas
Mr. George Georgas

In memory of Anthie Georgas
Mr. George Georgas

In memory of Hariklia Georgas
Mr. George Georgas

In memory of Oma Rowe
Mr. George Georgas

In memory of Gus Stamatopoulos
Mr. Antonios Sazaklis

In memory of Foula Dargakis
Vasilios Dargakis & Family

In memory of Eugenia and
Nicholas Mastromanolis

Vasilios Dargakis & Family

In memory of John Lallas
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Sylvia Cornias
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Fr. Peter Chrysafides
Ms. Eva Lallas

In Honor of Fr. Michael L. Pastrikos
Ms. Eva Lallas

In Honor of Maria Salpeas
Ms. Eva Lallas

APRIL 2023




PHILOPTOCHOS

On March 15th we were blessed to visit our

Metropolis of New Jersey which included PH IOCHOS

parishioners from our sister parishes. His
Grace Bishop Apostolos of Media welcomed
us with paternal love. During our visit we met
with The Very. Rev. Archimandrite Christoforos
Oikonomidis, Chancellor to the Metropolis,
Deacon Konstantinos, and the President of
the Metropolitan Philoptochos Mrs. Eleni
Constantinides. We thank our Metropolis for
the warm welcome and reception and hope to visit again
soon.

We then proceeded to The Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox
Church and Shrine in Manhattan, where Mr. Dimitrios
Katsikis, the chanter gave us a tour of the iconography
which brought the past into the present of the 9/11 tragedy.
We had the opportunity to stay for the service where the
faithful prayed and venerated the relic of Saint Nicholas.
This was truly a day of spiritual reflection and emotions.
Everyone had an opportunity to visit the memorials. The
day was completed with a meal at the Skinos Restaurant
with a view of the Church. Thank you to everyone who
joined us and who pray that the souls of those lost on that
tragic day rest in peace, their memory be eternal!

March 18th at Greek Town Square and Event Center we
held our Annual Lenten Retreat with Guest Speaker Father
Georgios Oikonomou with the topic “The Meaning of the
Cross in Our Lives” Thank you to Father Georgios and
all those that attended. A special thank you to Kyriaki
Kontoudis and Mia Atsides for their help in making it an
afternoon of fellowship.

Reminder that Scholarship Applications for High School
Graduates or College students that are continuing their
education are available in the church office. Applications
must be completed and returned to the church office
no later than Sunday, April 16th. The Metropolis
Philoptochos of New Jersey will award scholarships for
the Anne Michaels Memorial Scholarship. To apply visit
www.njphiloptochos.org

Good Friday, April 14th at 9:00 a.m. we will be decorating
the Epitaphio. All are welcome!

Philoptochos Easter mailing and newsletter has been
mailed and you should have received it. If not please
contact any Philoptochos board member to obtain one.
Please note there will be no General Meeting in April.
This year is an election year and they will take place on
Monday, May 8th at 6:00 p.m. A notification has been
mailed to all members detailing election procedures.
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The last general meeting of the year will be on
Monday, May 22nd all are welcomed.

Philoptochos is always willing to help when
there is a need. The last several years it has
come to our attention that our elderly and their
caretakers have a limited number of resources
when it comes to Greek Speaking caregivers.
Our Philoptochos has decided to compromise
a list of names of caregivers that we could refer
when contacted. If you are interested in working full
or part time or even a few hours a day in assisting these
families and at the same time earning extra income please
contact Nora Kefalas 410-979-6656 or Evagelia Saliaris
410-592-8345.

Our Chapter will be represented at the Metropolis Clergy
/ Laity that will take in New Jersey on Sunday, May 14th.

Aswe continue the journey to the resurrection of our Lord,
John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and
the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though
they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never
die. Do you believe this?”

Wishing everyone Kali Anastasi!

|

| |

]lwmuw__
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PHILOPTOCHOS

ZTlC 15 Maptiov eixape Tnv evloyia va
eTmoKePTOOpHE TN MntpomoAn tng Néag
Iepoéng, n omoia mepieAdpPave evopiteg amod
TG aded@ég pag evopieg. Me matpikn aydmn
Hog vrrodéxOnke o Oeoiléotatog Eniokomnog
Mndeiag Andotolog. Kata tnv emiokeyr| pag
ovvavtnOnkape pe tovg Ipwt. Apxpavdpitn
Xplotopopo Owkovopidn, pe tov IIpoedpo tng
Mntpomohews Adkovog Kwvotavtivo kat tnv
[Ipoedpo tng Phontdyov TG MnTpomoing, ka E)\svn
Kwvotavtvidn. Evxaplotodpe tn Mntpomon pag yla
Bepun vrodoxr kat TV vrrodoxn kat eAmtifovye va Tovg
emokepTovpe Eavd ohvToa.

2t ovvéxela mpoxwpnoape otnv EAXAnvikn OpBododn
ExxAnoia kat Iepd tov Ayiov Nikoldov oto Mavydtay,
omov o YydAtng k. Anuntprog Katoikng pag Eevaynoe
otnv ayoypagio mov é@epe to TapeAOOV 0TO TAPOV
™mg tpaywdiag g 11ng XemtepPpiov. Eixape tnv
evkatlpio va peivovpe yla T Aettovpyia 6mov ot moToi
TpooevXHONKav Kat TPookLVNOAV TO Agiyavo TOv
Ayiov Nikoldov. AvTthj NTav TPAYHATIKA i Npépa
TIVELUATIKOV TPoPANHaTiopod kat cuvatoOnuatwy. Olot
eixav v evkatpia va emoke@Bodv ta pvnueia. H pépa
olokAnpwOnke pe yedpa oto eotiatopto Skinos pe Oéa
v ExkAnoia. Evxapiotodpe 6Aovg 6cot evwbnkav padi
HOG KAl TTOV TIPOOEvXOVTAL Va avamavBovv ev epnvn ot
YUXEG O0WV XAONKAV EKELVI TNV TPAYIKT NUEPQA, T LVIUN
TOVG va eivat atwvia!

>ti¢ 18 Maptiov otnv IMhateia g EAAnvikng TIoAng
kat oto Kévtpo Exdnlwoewv mpaypatomowoape tnv
Etrola Zapakootiavn pag ekdnAwon, fe TpookekANpéVo
opthntr tov matépa Tewpyto Owovopov pe Oépa «To
vonua tov Ztavpov otn {wn pagr. Evxapiotodpe tov
natépa [ewpylo kat 6Aovg 6oovg mapevpednkav. Eva
WOlaitepo evxaplotw otnv Kvprakn Kovtovdn kat otn
Mia Atoidn yia tn BonOetd Tovg va yivel Tpaypatikotnta
£va amOYELHA CUVTPOPLAG.

YnevBupilovue OTL ot Awtroelg  YRoTpo@uov - yia
Anogoitovg Avkeiov 1) @ortntég mov cuvexilovv TV
ekmaidevor] tovg eivar StaBéowueg oto ypageio TNg
ekkAnoiag. Ot artnoelg mpémet va cuumAnpwdodv kat va
EMOTPAPOVV OTO YPAPEIO TNG EKKANGIAG TO apyoTepo
uéxpt v Kvplakny 16 Ampidiov. H ®iAdntwyog tng
Mntpomohng g Néag Iepoéng Oa amoveipet vtotpopieg
yia v vnotpogia Anne Michaels Memorial. Tia
va kavete aitnon emoke@Oeite T SevBvvon www.
njphiloptochos.org

Tnv Meydn Iapaokevr 14 Anpidiov otig 9:00 mt.p. Oa
otohioovpe tov Emitdgro. Zag mepipévoope 6lovg!
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H oAnloypagia kat To qupspw‘rmo

PHILOPTOCHOS dektio tov Ildoxa Tov PAOMTWYXOL £xOULV

Taxvépopnea Kot Oa émpeme va To €xete Adfet.
Edv 6x1, emkovwvroTte pe omolodnmote pélog
Tov doknTikov ovpPoviiov g Phontwyov
Yl Vo omOKTNOETE €va. Xnpewwote OtL dev
Oa mpaypatomomnOei Tevik Zvvélevon Ttov
Ampikio. ®étog eivar ekloyikn Xpovid Kat
autég ot ekhoyég Ba yivouv tn Aevtépa 8
Maiov o1ig 6:00 p.p. Exet otadei eildomoinon oe oha ta
HEAN pe AemTopépeteg oxeTIKd pe TIG Stadikaoieg ekAOYnG.
H televtaia yevikny ovuvélevon tov €tovg Oa eivar T
Agvtépa 22 Maiov.

To Kepdhato pag Oa exnpoownndei oto MntpomoAitikd
KAnpo / Adiko mov Ba Adpet xwpa oto Niov T{éposei v
Kvpraxry 14 Maiov.

KaBwg ovveyifovpe 1o takidt mpog v avdotaon tov
Kvpiov pag, Iwavvng 11:25-26 O Inoovg tng eine: «Eyw
elpat n avdotaon kat 1 {wr}. Avtdg oL TOTEVEL OF pPEVA
Ba (foet, axopa ki av meBdaver. kat dmotog et motevovTag
oe péva dev Oa meBavet moté». To moTedeTe AVTO;
Evxopaote oe OAovg Kahn Avdotaon!

]lﬂhlﬂl\m‘ |
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

NOW HIRING
TEACHERS AND AIDES!

ST. NICHOLAS BILINGUAL
EARLY €EDUCATION CENTER

€
by CATIO n
Hello BEEC Friends and Families,

Spring is here! Our students celebrated Dr. Suesss
birthday on March 3, 2023. They learned about
Dr. Suesss book and talked about Spring. Students
explored insects such as caterpillars, butterflies, ants,
ladybugs, and more! They also studied vegetables,
fruits, gardening, and watering plants. Also, BEEC
staff and families enjoyed participating in the “Greek
Independence Day Parade”

BEEC students look forward to the warmer weather
and outdoor activities, stroller strolls, and morning
walks to explore our community. BEEC joined Soccer '
Shots and expects to study more plants, weather, and the earth. BEEC is celebrating our 6th anniversary on April 5,
2023. We are also excited to see Easter Bunny and the egg hunt on April 7, 2023.

BEEC wants to greet everyone with a Happy Easter!!!
Michelle Abuel
Director of BEEC

Aiylwooog Bpegovnmiaxog Ztavpog Ayiov NikoAdov,

H BEEC eiye évav gavtaotikd PeBpovaplo. Anpiovpynoape épya TEXVNG e
Kkapteg Tov e€epevvovoay ouvaioBnpata kat oxéoet. lioptdoaye v Fewa cog
@iot kat okoyEveleg Tov Aiylwaoov Bpepovnmiakov Ztabuov, n Avoifn eivon
ed! Ot pabntég pag yopracav ta yevéBia tov Dr. Suess otig 3 Maprtiov
2023."EpaBav yio to BiBAio Tov Dr. Suess kat pilnoav yia v Avot€n. Ot pabntég
ekepedvnoav évropa OMWG KAUTLEG, TTETAAOVOEG, HVPHITYKLA, TaoXaAitoeg ka
ToA& dAAal Melétnoav emiong Aayavikd, mwg va gutebovy kat va motifovy
uta. Emiong, mpoowmikd kat owkoyéveleg tov Ztabpov pag amdAavoav
ovpypetoxr) Tovg oty «Iapéhaon g ENnvikrg Huépag Ave§aptnoiacy!

Ot pabntég Tov Zrabpod pag, avvmopovovv yia ToV 1o {eot0 Koup(') Kat TG
vnaiBpleg SpaotnploTnres, TG POATEG e Kapowl Kat TIG mpwivég BOATEG yiat
va e§gpEVVHoOUY TNV KOWOTNTA Has. O Ztabpog pag smcnq
svraxemcs oTo Soccer Shots kat avapével va peAeTnoel
TEPLOOOTEPA QUTA, TOV Katpd kot T yn. O Ztabuog
pog emmAéov Ba yloptacet Ty 61 eNETELS oG OTIG 5
Ampihiov 2023. Eipaote emiong evBovotaouévol mov
Ba Sovpe to Easter Bunny kot To KUVIyL quywv 0TIG
7 Ampthiov 2023.

O Aiyhwooog Bpepovnmakog Ztabuog evxetal oe
oAovg Karo IMaoya!!!

Michelle Abuel
YrodtevBvvTpia tov BEEC
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DONATION OPPORTUNITIES

FLOWER DONATIONS
LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2023 - (EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 16, 2023)

In order to select your donation(s),

CANDLES DONATIONS please contact the

11” YELLOW church ofﬁce (410) 633-5020
Thank you.

11” WHITE i you

WHITE LAMBADES FOR HOLY SATURDAY WITH RED CUPS
5 DAY VOTIVE LIGHTS -- 50 CASES RED

5 DAY VOTIVE LIGHTS -- 50 CASES PURPLE

5 DAY VOTINE LIGHTS - 50 CASES WHITE

HONORING
MICHAEL ATHAS @O ® LORD BALTIMORE AHEPA

& DENO YENIAS We are excited to announce that Lord
o S CRAMBLE Baltimore AHEPA Chapter’s annual
£ EORMAT” golf tournament is on Monday, May

22,2023 at Mountain Branch Golf

Course in Fallston, MD. Proceeds
from the tournament are used to
distribute scholarships to deserving

SUPPDRTlNﬁ UUR SCHULAHSHW AND local students and to help our
BENEVOLENT FUNDS community. There are many ways

H = :7ﬂ=w to Support the tournament frOIn
-- MOUNTAIN BRANCH eI o volunteering on the day of the event,
\ 1827 MOUNTAIN RD o 2 4

to spreading the word about the
JOPPA, MD 21085

tournament, to seeking potential
golfers, to being a sponsor, or playing
as a golfer. Please offer your time,
talent, or treasure to make the

COST: $175 PER PLAYER
$600 PER FOURSOME

tournament a success.

Visit www.golfahepa.com for more
information and registration!!!

If you have any questions, you may
(£ LONGESTORIVE (2> AUCTION send an email message to info@

: == &) CLOSESTTOTHEPIN () PRIZES olfahepa.com.
SCANME Y g
. & HOLE-IN-ONE @ RAFFLE M A 2 0 2 3

info@golfahepa.com

WWW . GOLFAHEPA.COM | PH: 443-616-371019
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DONATION OPPORTUNITIES

- e R T EEW T DN R . S . — e e e e R BN N SED DEN S R S S S ey
E GOOD FRIDAY—LAMENTATIONS SERVICE
PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED _

Thv Meyakn Napaoksur, katd v Siapkeia g Axekoulliog Tou Emitagiou GpRvou, ko To Meyako
Zaa6are 1o npuwi, npoosuydpacTte oTo Ot via Tic Yuxts TWY ancABOVTUV MposPIAGY UYYEVEY KOI Pilwv.
‘Oool emBupoly va pynpoveldouy To ayannpEva Toug Mpocwna TIS NPépes auTig, Nopokakolvrar va
oupTAnpaoouy To KaTwli Evrumo ko va To @épouv oty Ekkhnoia mpiv v Meyahn Nopaokeun.

During the Lamentations Service of Good Friday evening, and on Holy Saturday morning, we offer
prayers to God for the souls of our departed beloved family members and friends. For those who wish te
have their departed brethren remembered on Goeod Friday and Holy Saturday, you are asked to complete
the below form and submit the names before Good Friday.

r--l-llll-l-ﬂll—-ll-—-—---—l—nh"h-
L--l--l-.lﬂ——-_"----l__ﬁ_

I —— — — — — S S S e S —— ——— R — — — —

=== EASTER LILIES FOR THE CHURCH=======q
AQPEEX ANOEQN (KPINA TOY ITAXXA)

Please donate Easter Lilies to decorate our church for Easter. The cost is
(-‘? £25.00. Fill out this form and send or bring it to Saint Nicholas Church.

Av embupeite vo wivete ) Em.t%id oug $25.00, cupmiomoETE To
EVIUMO UTH 2 oTElAETE TV dwoed Gog Eyxaipng  gTov Ayio
Nusohito, _

AMOUNT §25.00

F_--_H*-- —
e e R S e S S e — ——

TO’VﬂOW@T’ cmd' Otﬁe'}’ item cfonations,’p&aase contact tﬁe CHUTCH Qﬁ:ice -
410-633-5020. Thank you for your support.

Lo Awpeeg ovBewv kou A mv aviikeuévav yio, v Meyoin Tecoopoxoath, Ty Meyoin
Efooudoo kot to ooy wopaxaleiote vo, emxorvavioete ue 1o Kowotiko I pogpeio,
410-633-5020. 2og evyopiotodue yio. THY vTOGTHPICH GOG.
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IEPA APXTEIYKOITH AMEPIKHY
IEPA MHTPOITOAH NEAY. TEPYEHY,

IEPOXZ NAOZ ATTOY NIKOAAOY
BAATIMOPHX

MoOoive

I'TA THN IIIXTH MOY
oto EMAnvixno Xyoheio

Kabe Terdor

6:05 — 6:20

WE ARE gnling

Website:  https://stnicholasmd.org
Website:  https://greekfolkfestival.com
Youtube: @st.nicholasgreekorthodoxch294
Youtube: (@fr.georgiosoikonomou
Facebook: SaintNicholasBaltimore

Blog: saintnicholasmd.blogspot.com
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

SAINT NICHOLAS

VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL

> Childrenfrom k-6t grade

> VBS RegistrationbegingMoawch 1

» $ 100 registration

> Registrationincludes o Daily Snack and Lunch
and a St. Nicks VBS T-shirt

CRAFTS - GYM PLAY - SNACK TIME
BIBLE STUDY - HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES
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STEWARDSHIP

St. Nicholas
eGiving Stewardship

AN

One Less Thing
fo think abouft

eGiving Benefits

* Easy set up

* One-time/recurring payment options
» Confidential & secure

» Track easily for tax purposes

How it Works

* Go to: stnicholasmd.org/give
» Select fund(s)

e Create your profile

» Select amount, payment method & frequency
« Complete donation
* THAT'S IT! Simple.

VANCO

Thank you for your generosity!

Ordownioadthiemmobiieappl
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STEWARDSHIP

MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE CARD  KAPTA EOEAONTIKHX MMPOX®OPAX

“GIVING THANKS: EUCHARISTIC STEWARDSHIP”
“ANTIIOAIAONTAE EYXAPIXTIEE: EYXAPIETIEEX MEXQ THE EQEAONTIKHE [IPOX®OPAY”

2023 SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH CONFIDENTIAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARD
2023 EAMAHNIKH OP®OAOZH EKKAHZIA AMIOY NIKONAQY -KAPTA ANMOPPHTHZ EQENONTIKHZ MPOZPOPAZ MEAQN
In gratitude for God's blessings I/'we make the following commitment to the ministries of 5t. Nicholas Church:
Tav £kppaocr EUYVWHOooUVNG Lou yia Tig EVAOYIEG TTou £)w AaPBel and Tov Oe6, Seopetopal PE Tnv akoioudn
owkovopikr kai eBehovTikr pov mpoogopd npog Tnv Exkkinoia tou Ayiou NikoAdou:

$ (Weekly / Monthly / Quarterly / Yearly)
$ (EBSopadLaiwg / Mnviaiwg / Ava Tpipnve / Etnoiwg)

TOTAL ANNUAL PLEDGE FOR 2023 :$
2 UVOAIKO TIOOG MpooPopdg yia To 2023 :§

Come and See God work through your talents, skills, and experience, as well as your financial support.
Your offering to Christ and His Church can do as much as you empower it to do.
We give to Christ and His Church not according to our means but according to our Love for Him.
lMvete papTupeg Tow épyou Touv Oeol! Awote and to Takévio pE To onoio oag £xEl TTPoIKioEl,
HE TIG IKAVOTNTEG, TIG ENTIEIRIEG, TNV ClKOVOLIKY oag euxépela. H Tipoopopa pag oTov XploTod Kal TV
Ekkhnoia Tou ag faoiotei otnv ayarnn pag mpog Autdv, ox1 oTtnv olkovopikr pag duvatdtnra,

Planned Giving Please send me information on making a planned gift to the Church.
Awpea mou oyedialw Mapakahu oTeikTE pou TANPOQOPIES OHETIKA |IE TOV TPOTIO TIOU HTTIOPW
va TIpocPEPW va Swpiow,

Print Full Name/ Mpayrte pe kegahaia ypapuata 1o enifetd oag

Signature/ YTioypagn Date/ Hugpopnvia
Name /Ovopa Date of Birth / Hpepop. Mevwrjoswsg
D o O D
Name of Spouse / Ovopa cuiyou Date of Birth / Hpegpop. Nevwrjoswg ] e
Occupation / Emayyshpa - - o a 0 T - . O O
ap Qg o O O D D 0 D
Occupation / Emayyehpa (Spouse) =7 . 3 5 . _
Street Address / llLedBuvon
O O Ol =] 0O g =] O O 2D
D [l.0 or do oad =] el
City / mwokn Zip Code / oy, topéac =
ob pp 0 ave g 0 0
0 e 3 -6 D20
Home Phone / Ztabepd tnAépwvo omiod
Mobile Phone / Kunro tnAégpuve Mobile Phone / Kuwnro tnhépuve (Spouse)
AMC) [)
AY 14
Email Address / Hhektpovikr SietBuvon .(' vl L - J °
Email Address of Spouse / Hhektpovikn SiedBuvon suliyou ) () i =
. 0 GIvepLust
MOBILE
Communication Preferences / lNpotiprfjoeig emkowvwviag A DELC o a B 0o 0o wleleililaTele Mafs
DB 0
. Mail / Tayuvdpopeio . Email / Hiexktpovikn . Text / Mivupa . L pet BY . ==
DOGPpopd BelLac amo 1o OAOVYLO oo 0 D
Dependent Children's N and Birthdates / cag Tov Ba emavalappavetal a 0Bz =poopaoa
Ovopara madiwv kol nuepopnvia yevwiosuc touc a 1O 0 0
o B ac SWPEQ Od PO a
o pB OTLOC a pa g '
0 g atsfac DApPHO eP obile
. aTIop 0 O o [pawslo
oLac oTo P O 0-0 D20
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NOTICES

LED BY HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP
ELPIDOPHOROS OF AMERICA

QCAPPADOCIA

@® Among the many sites visit Goreme Open Air Museum to
see the Byzantine rock churches, the Underground City of
Kaymakli (Anakou), the old Greek cities of Sinassos,
Aravissos & much more Attend the Divine Liturgy
celebrated by H.A.H. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
at the Ancient Rock Church.

SMYRNAQ

Tour the city including the old Greek section & the promenade by @
the sea. A full day tour to Ephesus where St Paul preached the
Gospel & was imprisoned. See the Library of Celsus, & the Basilica
of St. John. Tour Pergamon, the northern most of the seven
churches of Asia & visit the Pergamon Altar, the Ascelpion

OCONSTANTINOPLE

Experience the Queen of Cities by visiting sites
sacred to the Orthodox faith: The Sacred Center of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Hagia Sophia, the
Theological School of Halki, Panagia Vlacherna,
Baloukli Monastery, and celebrate the Feast Day of
the H.A.H Ecumenical Patriarch Batholomew!

PRICE: demsbh DATE
$4850 DOUBLE MAY 31- JUNE 13
$5800 SINGLE

12 NIGHTS
14 DAYS

Reserve your spot today by contacting
Gud Cloud Tours at (718)721-3808 and
oS stephen@cloudtours.com
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More <reek

FOUR DAYS OF NON-STOP GREEK FOOD, 2023
= i

MUSIC, DANCING AND FUN!
e \ 8 )

Aﬁ (TR / | b é
pligf Wi, EA
1 i e RSN
SAINT NICHOLAS

GREEK FOLK

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

JUNE 8,9, 10, 11

GreekTown Square & Events Center
701 S. Ponca Street | Baltimore, MD 21224

REGIONAL GREEK MYTHOS BEER B EAT. DRINK, &
W
PERFORMANCES | GREEK WINES § -7 "=
ARTS & HOMEMADE DESSERTS [l FIRE ROASTED STARS
HKIDS GAMES] LOUKOUMADES [ SOUVLAKI & GYRO

GreekFolkFestival.com
Free Admission & Parking 410-633-5020

Kl

]

KIDS'
ZONE

FEATURING
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SAINT NICHOLAS [ ] Check if same ad as 2022

GREEK FOLK 2023 - June 8, 9, 10, & 11

- AD PLACEMENT ORDER FORM

Support St. Nicholas Church by purchasing your ad space for 2023 now!
Don’t forget weddings, baptisms, engagements, graduations, memorials

[ ] $400 - Full Page - 6” x 9”
DEADLINE: FRIDAY, MAY 5*

[] $200 - Half Page - 6” x 4.5”
Completed forms and ads must be
YR IEL S C R S TS Feceived by 5/5/23 or placement cannot be

guaranteed in the ad book

[] $600 - Back Co (Jpg or pdf format, Minimum resolution - 150 ppi )
L] $60®i}?ront Cover Artwork to saintnicholasfestival@gmail.com

D 0 - Inside Back Cover

Company:

Mailing Address:

Contact:

Phone:

E-mail:

Submission date: / / 2023

NOTE: Please e-mail an electronic version of your ad to saintnicholasfestival@gmail.com by
Friday, May 5. Ads that do not fit the measurements above will be resized. No bleed edge
required. Please check box at top of form if same ad as 2022.

PAYMENT: Please send your form and check made out to: St. Nicholas Greek Folk Festival 2023

Ad Book, 520 South Ponca Street, Baltimore, MD 21224. For payment questions please contact
Sophia Paros at 443-910-5338 or use VAnco’s easy online payment option:

YA 4O 4 Of: 0
‘(o

[=]

APRIL 2023




EVENTS

f‘aﬂé’r The Pazarus Breakfast
EGG HUNT QPYY a2y a%ﬂmé
Yy < will bo il on

Satwrday, Apnil 8*
(Mote information to follow)

-
/Sf-‘./(J g}?{}'f Us 7%

Mdies Pan Cllsan
(-Sme{] oy j@a!{m bre

g
'.v,'}

2 B

’-’u//’, (,}r' ;

L
RED EASTER EGGS

\.“’._ ,. b S A'.:T $15.00/Dozen

/ To place an order contact
Maria Theoharis or the
church office 410-633-5020
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NOTICES

B LORD BALTIMORE Chapter No. 364 Parices LIare oL
Pericles Likakis, Vice-Presidant Order of AHEPA Nick Forakis

Savvas Spanos, Treasurer . . . Demitrf “Jim" Loukas
Louis Kanatas, Coresp. Secretary Capital District 3 Michae! Mavrenis

Michael Mavronis, Recording Sec. Steve Roros
Stanley Souranis
Committee Chalrs George Stakias
Stanley Scuranis Mike Mavronis, Emmanuel Thacharis
Scholarship Anthony Trintis
Nick Forakis, Housing
Anthony Trintis, Membership BOG Advisors
Demitri “Jirm" Loukas, Byilaws John Pentikis
Michael Mavronis, Historian
George Stakias, Veteran Coordinator
March 1, 2023
Past Presidents . . .
“John Fanglkis, 1649-57 The Lord Baltimore Order of AHEPA is pleased to announce that scholarshi
L] ‘g ! p p
*.Eﬁ:ﬁwﬁ:;?&ﬂ::;-gsz s applications are available. We kindly request that the applications be placed in a
“Georga Korteses, 1854-55 location within the church where interested students can pick one up.
*Harbert L. Bent, 1955-56
*John Morekas, 1956-57 . . .
“George Peters, 1957-68 We would appreciate if the Sunday bulletin could announce the arrival of the
*Manuel Kajanghi, 1958-59 J
“Peter . Ml’,,a,?s_ oo scholarship applications as well as directing interested students to our website,

“Andrew Lygoumenes, 1960-51 ' . s s . N . j
“Charles Tearalas, 195162 http://ahepa364.org. Here students can find more information on the application

Patar J. Morekas, 1662-63 process as well as download an application.
John Vardavas, Sr., 1663-84
“Andraw A. Papaminas, 1084-85

*Hercules Barberis, 1065.67 Our Chapter appreciates your help in notifying students at your church about the
Plratbiris. i scholarships. We look forward to honering deserving students by presenting them with
"Basilios Trintis, 1972-73 scholarships at Saint Nicholas Church on AHEPA Day, May 21+

*George Demetrides, 1873-77
Frank Tselepia, 1677-80
*James Kaplanges, 1960-84
“Michael Athas, 1984.91
*Nicholas A, Trintis, 1981-92
*Spencer Vavas, 1992-03
*James Andrew, 1893-¢5
“Panagiolis A Saliaris, 1995-86

Nichetas J. Fillpidis, 1966-99 J/ 2
Michael P. Mavronis, 1998-2000 ./ ohn Pentikis

=

-

*Pater H, Chrigt, Jr.. 2000-01 President
*Deno Yenlas, 2004-02 ]
*Spencer Vayes, 200500 Lord Baltimore Order of AHEPA

Gus Zissimos, 2003-04
*Nlchotas Trintis 2004-05

Stove Mavronis, 2005-08
George Stakias, 2008-08
*Nicheolas A, Trintis 2009-2010
Nicholas Forakls 2010-2012
*(George Frangos 2012-2012
Louis Kanaras 2013-2016
Michael P. Mavronis 2016-2018
Nicholas J. Filipidis, 2018-2019
Demitn "Jim" Loukas, 2019-2020
Paricles Likakis, 2020-2022
John Pentikis, 2022-

“ dencles decsases

Lord Baltimore AKEPA
P.Q. Box 12068, Battimore, Maryland 21281-3998
www. AHEPAS4.0rg
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NOTICES

THE ST. NIGHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX GHURGH
GCELEBRATES ITS 70TH ANNIVERSARY WITH

ALKISTIS PROTOPS'ALTI-D MITRIS.MPASIS
MAY 6. 2023 ‘ R

I:30pm
BALTIMORE

KRAUSHAAR
AUDITORIUM

at Goucher College
1021 Delaney Valley Rd., Towson, MD 21204

Achilleas Waster: Musical Director
Nikes Katsikis: Bouzouki

ADD SYH-PHOHIA

ﬁﬂi‘.&“ﬂuﬁmﬂm'“"’"m THE BES T .F GREEGE

m::ﬁm!nc. 5
e THE ULTIMATE CONCERT,TRI BU'lgTo 'HELLENISM
‘Jhdertlnmwsar - 4 o
The Embassy of Greece in the United States &wﬁ%
( o3 f{r" N
: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED"!!!
HELP US GROW Vg FESTIVAL - JUNE 8-11
THROUGH E-GIVING
It’s through your contributions that we’re able to carry on PREPARATIONS ARE NOW UNDERWAY
important work both spiritually and in our community. FOR THE 2023 ST. NICHOLAS
Electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to support FESTIVAL. M VOLUNTEERS ARE
St. Nicholas. NEEDED TO MAKE THIS A SUCCESSFUL
By giving electronically, you can: EVENT. THERE WILL BE A WIDE
e  Give anywhere, anytime from your computer, VARIETY OF VOLUNTEER OPTIONS
sI.Dmar'Ecphont'eI o; tablet. S FOR EVERYONE. PLEASE CONTACT THE
onate easily for special projects.
Set up recur:/ing of?eringspanjd pledges and never CHURCH THE OFFICE (410-633-5020)
worry about bringing your checkbook or cash again. N OR SOFIA (240-375-5464)

TO SIGN UP!

Show your support and try one of our e-Giving options.
If you would like to give electronically, visit

our website www.stnicholasmd.org or E E
download the GivePlus mobile app.

CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR
FESTIVAL MEETING NOTICES!

Thank you for all you do to support
our St. Nicholas family throughout
the year! E.__

\ J s = e
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NOTICES

SPONSOR A
COFFEE HOUR

We have resumed the Coffee Hour following
the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Please
consider sponsoring a coffee hour in
memory of a loved one, for the health of

your family, or in honor of our St. Nicholas
Church.

Please call the office at 410-633-5020 to

schedule.
é;ffee

Hour

Thank you

for your
support!

St. Nicholas Greek School PTA
2022-2023 Fundraiser
KARELLAS CAFE

BALT]HOR( 14

Karellas Café has generously offered to donate 10% of all their
Proceeds during Greek School hours for either Dining in or Carry Out
orders. All you have to do is mention you are there for Greek School.
Please consider supporting our St. Nicholas Greek School Fundraiser
and enjoy your coffees, desserts, appetizers, or dinners.

Thank you in advance for all your Support throughout the School Year.
St. Nicholas Greek School PTA
o Where: Karellas Café
426 S. Newkirk St. Baltimore, MD 21224
e When: Every Mondays & Wednesdays
e Time: 4:00PM- 8:00PM
e Phone #: 443-520-3030

36 KOINONIA

NOTICE:

All organizations must
review their upcoming
events with Paraskevi
Kotsatou (410-633-
5020) who will add the event to the official
church calendar on the bulletin board
across from Father Georgios’ office.

Thank you for your cooperation.

St. Nicholas Greek School
PTA Fundraiser

RUSTIC OLIVE BREAD

No Kneed Lenten Olive Bread Mix
complete with Olives!

Click here to order!
https://st-nicholas-greek-school-pta.square.site

Saint Nicholas Greek Schoaol

Wine Fundraiser

Celebrating 70 qurs

White and Red Wi
1 fc
2 for $40 with box
Place order: stnicholaspta520@gmail.com
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The St. Nicholas GOYANs

will meet
Thursday, April 6™
6:00 p.m. - Church social hall
to make palm crosses for the

Palm Sunday Liturgy

FINANCIALS
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Church and Greek School
January 2023
Actual Budget over (under)
Budget

Income

4000 Stewardship 18,037.00 21,355.00 (3,318.00)

4010 Greek School Registration 2,640.00 673.00 1,967.00

Other Income 11,728.00 17,064.00 (5,336.00)
Total Income 32,405.00 39,092.00 (6,687.00)
Total Cost of Goods Sold 3,463.85 8,199.00 (4,735.15)
Gross Profit 28,941.15 30,893.00 (1,951.85)
Expenses

Total CAPITAL COSTS (CHURCH) 6,309.39 680.00 5,629.39

Total GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION 18,001.38 21,116.00 (3,114.62)

Total OCCUPANCY COSTS 7,495.68 5,385.00 2,110.68

Total PAYROLL EXPENSES 30,987.13 24,476.33 6,510.80

Total YOUTH AND EDUCATIONAL 0.00 750.00 0.00
Total Expenses 62,793.58 52,407.33 10,386.25
Net Operating Income (33,852.43) (21,514.33) (12,338.10)
4815 Eastern AVE Mortgage Principal Payments $ 568.07
OVERALL CHURCH SURPLUS (LOSS) (Operating and
Mortgage) ($34,420.50)
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FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Learning Center
January 2023
Actual Budget over (under)
Budget
Income
4011 Learning Center Income 93,751.64 91,595.00 2,156.64
Total 4011 Learning Center Income 93,751.64 91,595.00 2,156.64
Total Income 93,751.64 91,595.00 2,156.64
Gross Profit 93,751.64 91,595.00 2,156.64
Expenses
LEARNING CENTER
Total Payroll Expense (L.C.) 49,065.53 61,966.00 (12,900.47)
Total Food and Classroom Supplies (L.C.) 2,178.04 4,227.00 (2,048.96)
Total Admin and Office Expenses (L.C.) 2,885.25 6,003.00 (3,117.75)
Total Occupancy Expenses/Cap Improvements (L.C.) 6,246.70 7,120.00 (873.30)
Total LEARNING CENTER 60,375.52 79,316.00 (18,940.48)
Total Expenses 60,375.52 79,316.00 (18,940.48)
Net Operating Income 33,376.12 12,279.00 21,097.12
Other Revenue
State and Local Grants 0.00 0.00 0.00
Total Other Revenue $ 0.00 $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Net Other Revenue $ 0.00 $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Net Revenue $ 33,376.12 $ 12,279.00 21,097.12
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Plateia
January 2023
over (under)
Actual Budget Budget
Income
4140 Plateia Income (Onsite) 10,130.54 26,361.00 (16,230.46)
Total Income 10,130.54 26,361.00 (16,230.46)
Cost of Goods Sold
COST OF GOODS SOLD
Total Plateia CGS Expenses 447.03 9,263.00 (8,815.97)
Total COST OF GOODS SOLD 447.03 9,263.00 (8,815.97)
Total Cost of Goods Sold 447.03 9,263.00 (8,815.97)
Gross Profit 9,683.51 17,098.00 (7,414.49)
Expenses
PLATEIA EXPENSES
Total Occupancy Expenses (Plateia) 12,499.78 8,834.00 3,665.78
Total Payroll Expenses (Plateia) 80.74 1,592.00 (1,511.26)
Total Admin Expenses (Plateia) 1,341.32 1,853.00 (511.68)
Total Bus Dev/Marketing Expenses (Plateia) 1,053.00 1,455.00 (402.00)
Total PLATEIA EXPENSES 14,974.84 13,734.00 1,240.84
Total Expenses 14,974.84 13,734.00 1,240.84
Net Operating Income (5,291.33) 3,364.00 (8,655.33)
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Sunday, April 2: Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt
Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
Monday, April 3: Great Compline Service, 6:00 pm
Wednesday, April 5: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy, 7:00 pm
Saturday, April 8: Saturday of Lazarus:
Orthros 9:00 am Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
officiated by His Eminence Elpidophoros Archbishop pf America.
Sunday, April 9: Palm Sunday:
Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
Bridegroom Service: 7:00 pm
Monday, April 10: Holy Monday: Bridegroom Service: 7:00 pm
Tuesday, April 11: Holy Tuesday:
Bridegroom Service, Hymn of Kassiani 7:00 pm
Wednesday, April 12: Holy Wednesday: Presanctified Liturgy: 9:00 am
Orthros & Holy Unction: 6:00 pm
Thursday, April 13: Holy Thursday: Vespers & Liturgy St. Basil: 6:00 am
The Reading of the 12 Gospels: 7:00 pm
Friday, April 14: Good Friday: Royal Hours: 12:00 noon
Taking Christ off the Cross: Apokathelosis: 2:00 pm
Lamentation Service: 7:00 pm
Saturday, April 15: Holy Saturday
1st Resurrection Service: Vespers & Liturgy of St. Basil. Service 7:30am
Paschal Vigil: 11:00 pm, 12:00 midnight Resurrection Service
Orthros & Divine Liturgy of Pascha: 12:15 am
Sunday, April 16: Great and Holy Pascha:
Agape Vespers in several languages: 11:00 am
Tuesday, April 18: The Commemoration of Sts. Raphael, Nicholas, Irene
Divine Liturgy 9:00 am
Friday, April 21, Renewal Friday: Theotokos of the Life-giving Spring
Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
Sunday, April 23, Thomas Sunday: Saint George the Great Martyr
and Triumphant Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
Sunday, April 30, Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women:
Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

New Bible Study session with Father Georgios after each Compline Service on Monday nights from 6:45 to 7:30 pm
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