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y God’s Grace, we already welcome in “Koinonia” the second

month of 2023, February! February is a month full of blessings
and spiritual joys. It is only on the second day of the month when
we celebrate “The Presentation of Our Lord and Savior in the
Temple”. When the most pure Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary’s
forty days of purification had been fulfilled, she took her first-born
Son to Jerusalem on this, the fortieth day after His birth, that she
might present Him in the temple according to the Law of Moses,
which teaches that every first-born male child be dedicated to
God. On this same day, a just and devout man, the greatly aged
Symeon, was also present in the temple, being guided by the Holy
Spirit. For a long time, this man had been awaiting the salvation
of God, and he had been informed by divine revelation that he
would not die until he beheld the Lord’s Christ. Thus, when he
beheld Him at that time and took Him up into his aged arms, he
gave glory to God, singing: “Lord, now let your servant depart in
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel”. All of
this is precisely the Lord Jesus Christ, our God, the salvation and
the light of the world and we owe Him deep gratitude, endless
thanksgiving, and praise.

Following the blessed tradition, which originates from one of the
12 Major Feasts of the Orthodox Church, the Feast of « Yomavtr»,
when a child is born, after forty days, the parents bring it to the
church for the church service and the first welcome of the new
member of the church by the priest, who reads prayers of blessing
for the child and the mother.

With the Presentation of our Lord and Savior in the Temple,
a liturgical cycle is completed, which begins with the feast of
the Annunciation of the Theotokos, nine months before the
Nativity of Christ, then follows the Nativity of Christ itself, and is
completed with the Presentation of our Lord.

Only three days after the Feast of Presentation, on February 5, the
Triodion begins. The Triodion is a ten week period, which leads

us up to Easter. It begins on the Sunday
of the Publican and the Pharisee,
continues with the Sunday of the
Prodigal Son, the Judgement Sunday
and the Forgiveness Sunday. The next
day comes the Clean Monday and the
beginning of Great Lent.

It is the period in which, as we head
towards Holy Easter, and we more
strongly expect the “resurrection of the
dead and the life of the age to come”,
our Church honors the memory of
our sleeping brothers by designating
Saturdays of Souls, on February 18
and 25 and March 4. These are days of
prayer, contemplation, remembrance and honor of all the people
who as passed away saddened us, we mourned and grieved. But
we don’t lose hope, because we believe that they are in the arms
of God, in His Kingdom, in Heaven, in the bosom of Abraham.
We remember their names, we prepare «kOAAvPo» with wheat,
which symbolizes, according to the words of Christ Himself, the
Resurrection and we chant the “Trisagion Service”, knowing that
one day we will all be together again in our first and common
homeland of all people, Heaven.

February is undoubtedly a month overflowing with liturgical
richness and beauty. From Epiphany to Clean Monday and
especially on Triodion Sundays there are many opportunities to
come to church. Let us not be deprived of this joy, this blessing.
Participation in worship and especially in the Divine Liturgy is
our strength, our support, our hope, our consolation. I invite you
with love and await you with joy to celebrate all these beautiful
days.
With Love in Christ,

Fr. Georgios Oikonomou
Protopresbyter




Ms ™ Xapt Tov Oeov kalwoopilovpe 1O otV
«Kotvwviar pag tov devtepo prpva tov 2023, tov
DePpovapto! O Defpovdplog eivat £vag pivag YepAatog
evAoYieg Kau TTVEVUATIKEG XapéG. MO TN SevTepn pépa
yoptaiovpe v Yramavty tov Xpotov pag. Otav
odnynonke Ppépog capdvta nuepwv otov Nao, ya va
ekkAnotaotel kat va aglepwdel amd tov dikawo Iwore
Tov Mvnotopa kat tnyv Havayia Mntépa Tov otov O¢o.
Exel tov vmodéxtnke o Sikaiog Xvpedv, évag Babia
NAKIWPEVOG LEpEag, TIOV eixe TNV TANpo@opia and To
Ayto TIvedpa o611, mptv meBdver, Ba det pe T patia Tov
Tov Meooia. Zovoe kabnueptva Aomov pe autr T
Aaxtapa, pe avtr v mpoodokia. Kat polig vrodéxtnke
otnv aykaAd tov tov Inoov, apéows mAnpopopndnke
ano tov Oed OTL 10 Ppeog avTd eivar o Meooiag. Tote
gvxapiotnoe tov @6 and ta Padn g kapdiag Tov
Aéyovtag avtn T Bavpdoia mpooevyn” «Nov dmoverg
10V 600AOV 00V, dé0mOTa, KATX TO Pijuc oV €V Eipnvy,
011 €idov oi dpOaduoi pov 10 owTHPIOV ToV, O NToiHKTAG
KQTX IPOCWTIOV TAVTWY TV AX@Y, QOGS &l dmok&Avyny
évav kai §6éav Aot oov Iopand». Kau oe eAevBepn
anodoon’ «Twpa, Aéomota Oé pov, Umopw V& aVamavTw
EpNVIKG, YiaTi eida pe T UATIK YOV TH OWTHpPIX OTO
Tpoowmo avToy TOV PpéPovs, owTHpix Yix OAovs Tovg
Aaovs, pws mov B pwtioer oA 1o €0vyy kou B Sodoer
T0v A6 Tov Ioparid». Oha avtd axpiPwg eivat o Koprog
Inoovg Xplotdg, o Oedg pag, N owTtnpia Kat To ws dAov
Tov koopov kat Tov ogeilovpe Pabid evyvwpoovvn kat
atehevtnTn evxaplotia kat do§oloyia.

AxolovBwvtagkatepeig Tny evhoynpévn tapddoon, mov
TPOEPXETaL amd T AgOTOTIKN] YLOPTH TNG YATAVTHG,
OTav €XOLpE TN Xapd Kat evhoyia TG YEvvnong evog
ToudLov, VOTEPA ATIO TAPAVTA NUEPEG TO PEPVOVLE OTOV
vad yla TOV €KKANOLAOUO Kal TO TPATO KAAWOOpLopa
TOV VEOU UEAOVG TNG EKKANGIAG Ao TOV LepEa, O OT0I0G
StaPadet evxég evhoyiag yto To Taudi kat TN punTépa.

Me v Ynamavtr oAokAnpwvetat £vag AELTOVPYIKOG
KUKAOG, TTov Eekva e TN yroptr} Tov Evayyeliopov g
OeotoKOL, evvea unveg mptv TN I€vvnon tov Xplotov,
v b v Xprotod [Evva, kat Tov «capavTiopd»
Tov TIPo awvwv Ogov, mov ocapkwOnke kal éylve
noudiov véov. MONG Tpelg pépeg UETA TN YLOPTH NG
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Ynanavtng, otig 5 PePpovapiov, Eexvder To Tpuwdio.
To Tpuwdio eivar n katavukTiky mepiodog, mov Stapkei
déka efdopadeg kau Ba pag odnynoet Pripa Pripa péxpt
1o Ildoxa. Eexwvd tnv Kvprakn tov Tehwvov kat tov
daproaiov, ovveyiet pe Tnv Kvprakr| tov Acwtov, v
Kvplakn tng Amokpew kat tnv Kvplakn g Topivig,
votepa and Tnv omoia akoAovBei n Kabapd Aevtépa
kat 1 évapén g MeydaAng ZapakooTtig.

Eivar ) mepiodog, otnv omoia, kabwg odebovtag mpog
10 Aylo ITdoxa mpoodokovpe EVTOVOTEPA «AVATTAON
vekpwv Kat (v Tov péAlovtog atwvogy, n ExkAnoia
HOAG TIHE TNV HVAUN TV KEKOWUNUEVWY adEAQOV Hog
opiCovtag ta PuxoodafBata, otig 18 kat 25 GePpovapiov
kat 4 Maptiov. Eivau nuépeg mpooevxng, meplovAloyrg,
avapvnong Kat Tng oAwv Twv avlpwnwv mov
PeVYOVTaG anmd KOVTA Hag movéoape Kat AvmmOnkaye,
Khayape kot Opnviioape. Ouwg dev ydoope tnv
eAmida pag, ywati motebovpe OTL Ppiokovtat oTnV
aykahid Tov @eov, ot Baotheia Tov, otov ITapddeioo.
Mvnuovebovpe Ta OVOUATA TOVG, QTIAXVOLHE KOAALPa
fe ottdpt, mov ovpPoliel, oVHPwva pe Ta Adyla Tov

T8ov tov Xpiotov, v Avaotaon kat Yailovpe

Tpoayia, yvwpilovtag ot a uépa Ba eipaote makt
oMot pall otny TPt pag Kat ko) matpida OAwv Twv
avBpanwv, Tov Iapadeico.

O ®DePpovaplog  eivar  avap@ifora évag prvag
TANUUVPLOUEVOG [ AELTOVPYIKO TTAOVTO Kol OUOPEPLAL.
And v Yranavti wg tnv Kabapd Aevtépakatdraitepa
115 Kuprakég tov Tpiwdiov vrapyxovv yia OAovg moANEG
gvkalpieg eKKANOLAOUOD. AG HNV OTEPOVUAOTE QLT
™ Xapd, avtr Ty evdoyia. H ovppetoxr otn Aatpeia
Kat Waitepa otn Ocia Aettovpyia eivar np dvvaun, o
OTHPLYHa, 1 eATTOA, 1] TTAPNYOPLd HAG. ZaG TTPOOKAAD
HEe aydmn Kat oag TEPIUEVW e Xapd va ouveopTdlovpe
ONEG AUTEG TIG OHOPPEG NUEPEG.

Mze ev Xpiotw ayann,

ITpwtompeoPitepog Iewpytog Otkovopov
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

PROTOPRESBYTER FR. GEORGIOS OIKONOMOU, PASTOR  Tel: 410-633-5020 * Fax: 410-633-4352 « Cell: 443-422-4548

CHURCH SECRETARY CHANTER SUNDAY SCHOOL
PARASKEVI KOTSATOU DIMITRIOS APOSTOLOU PHAEDRA AVGERINOS AND SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS,
DIRECTORS
FINANCIAL SECRETARY HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS PHAEDRA AVGERINOS 10TH
AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS KATERINA PATRIKIOS, DIRECTOR NIKKI CANNING AND ROSE KOSTAKIS,
FOULA PARAGIOS & IRENE ANGELOS, PRE-KINDERGARTEN
PARISH COUNCIL DANCE INSTRUCTORS YANA KARABELAS, KINDERGARTEN
PRESIDENT - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS PENNY GERAPETRITIS & VASILIKI FONIADIKI, 1ST & 2ND
VICE PRESIDENT - VASILIS ARGIROPOULOS PAN-HELLENIC BOARD MEMBERS JENNA STAKIAS, 3RD & 4TH
TREASURER - NICK ARAVIDIS METAXIA KARDIASSMENOS - HONORARY MEMBER STAVROULA SAKELAKIS 5TH
ASSISTANT TREASURER - SOFIA XOURI EFFIE KARAMBELAS - DANCE TEACHER KALLIOPI CORNIAS & FLORA GIACOUMAKIS, 6TH
RECORDING SECRETARY - MARY ILIADIS FOTEINI ARGIROPOULOS - POC ELENI PIKOUNIS 7TH
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - IOANNIS MARIA FILIPPOU. 8TH & 9TH
SFAKIANOUDIS DIAMONDS
STANLEY SOURANIS ROSE TSAKALOS, PRESIDENT AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL
ROZA CORNIAS, VICE-PRESIDENT PRINCIPAL: STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS
BOARD MEMBERS ANASTASIA VASILAKOPOULOS, SECRETARY IRINI ANASTASIOU
JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS MARY SERAFIS, TREASURER YVONI GALETAKI
JOHN KEVAS BOARD MEMBERS VOULA KOSMATOU
JOHN KOROLOGOS SOULA GIANNAKOULIAS, SOULA KAPETANAKOS, DESPINA LARENTZOS
PETE SALIARIS EVALALLAS EVANGELIA PAPADIMAS
EMMANUEL THEOHARIS
G.0.Y.A. GREEK SCHOOL P.T.A.
PHILOPTOCHOS RITA QUINTERO, HEAD ADVISOR ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS (PRESIDENT)
IRENE VASILIOS, PRESIDENT stnicholasgoyabalto@gmail.com ALEXANDRA FORAKIS (VICE PRESIDENT)
MARIA GEORGAKI, VICE-PRESIDENT RENA KOUTSANTONIS DIMITRA DOUSKAS (SECRETARY)
ZOE PERDIKAKIS, SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT KATINA PALAS AGATHI DIAKANTONIS (TREASURER)
MARIA KARAGIANNIS, RECORDING SECRETARY  NITSA ZDZIERA BOARD MEMBERS:
EVANYCHIS, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY DEBBIE NISTAZOS MARIA IEROMONAHOS
STELLA KOUKIDES, TREASURER EMILY SYROPOULOS TSAMBIKA KOROLOGOS
CHRISTINE ZERVOS, ASSISTANT TREASURER ANNA NIKOLETOU
BOARD MEMBERS: G.0.Y.A. COACHES TINA STAMATIADI
KATINA FOTINOS, PATTY KAFALLAS, NORA BOYS A & BOYS B TEAMS: DENNIS QUINTERO ANGELA YEAKIM
KEFALAS, MARIA KOUTSOURI, EVAGELIA GIRLS A & GIRLS B TEAMS: ANGELICA QUINTERO,
SALIARIS, RENEE THEMELIS, TSAMBIKA GENEVIEVE ZDZIERA, PANAYIOTA KOUTSANTONIS YAL
TRIANTAFILOS, KATINA YIANAKIS FOULA PARAGIOS
G.0.Y.A. BOARD MEMBERS
CHOIR DIRECTOR/ORGANIST PRESIDENT - ANEZINA PALAS STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
PETE BISBIKIS VICE-PRESIDENT - LEAH KOUTSANTONIS IRENE VASILAKOPOULOS, CHAIRPERSON
TREASURER - KATERINA ALAFASSOS IRENE ANGELOS
SEXTON CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - PANAGIOTA ZDZIERA ADRIENNE KOURTESIS
STANLEY CAVOURAS RECORDING SECRETARY - SOPHIA KOUMOUDIS FOULA PARAGIOS

HISTORIANS - ELLIE FILIPPOU AND MARIA KILLIAS
SERGEANT AT ARMS - GEORGE KOSTRIVAS

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: MARCH 2023
SUBMISSIONS DUE: FEBRUARY 20"

Please email your article(s) to: vkotsatou@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue.
All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Beloved parishioners and friends of Agios Nikolaos,

I hope you and your family are all healthy and happy. The New Year
started with optimism, positive thinking and faith that the best is yet
fo come...

We welcomed our beloved Father George two months ago with our
sweet Presbytera Anastasia and their five wonderful children who
filled our church with joy. With love for his work, Father George, full
of optimism, took over the reins of our community. He started with
many dreams, rich plans and with a desire to give his knowledge
and experience for an excellent result in his priestly career. He is very
happy to meet our parishioners and to listen patiently. We wish him
strength and courage in his new assignment.

We welcomed our new secretary to our church office,
our beloved Paraskevi Kotsatou - Argetaki, who is also
a teacher at our Greek School. She started with appetite,
positive energy and a smile and we wish her strength and
patience in her work.

We said goodbye to our beloved Father Michalis and
our beloved Maria, our secretary. Both of them offered
excellent work leaving behind only beautiful memories
and good times. We miss them but respect their decision
and pray they can enjoy their beautiful families in peace.

On February 5th at 4pm we will celebrate the school holiday of the
Three Hierarchs in our Square under the patronage of our beloved
His Grace, Bishop Apostolos and the participation of those from the
schools of our region who wish to honor us with their presence.

The presence of all of us is welcome.

On February 11th we will honor our Maria who served our
community with love and strength in our Square. We will all gather
together to give her wishes of love, dance, sing and laugh, sharing the
beautiful memories of these 40 years that flowed like water for our
Maria and for our community that she served with love, strength,
capacity and faith.

On March 5th we will celebrate the Unification of the Dodecanese
with our mother Greece under the patronage of His Grace, Bishop
Apostolos of Medeia with many officials, students, clubs & dancers.
Your presence is welcome.

These and many more events follow and give us the opportunity to be
together and share family moments of love.

May you have the blessing of Our Holy God.
With the love of the Lord
Stamatia Ieromonahos

President of the Parish Council
St. Nicholas Church of Baltimore
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Ayamnuévor pag evopites kou gilor Tov Ayiov NikoAdov,

Evyouau v eiote 6Aot vyieic ko yapovuevor Simhe oTnv oikoyévei
oag. To Néo Erog Eexivoe pe ouoiodokie, Octiki) okéyn kau pe miotn
o1t T KAUTEPOX EPYOVTAL. ..

YrodeytiiKape Tov ayamnuévo pog marep Tewpyio mpry Svo purveg pe
HY YAvkik mpeafutépa pag Avaotaoia ko o évte vépoya moudic
TOUG TIOU YEUIOQY YOp& THY eKKANoi pas. Me aydrry yiax To €pyo Tov
o mdtep Tewpyiog yepdtos auatodokio avédafe To nvier THG Ko bThTOG
pag. Eexivioe pe moAd ovelpa, mhovaie oyédia xou pe dpeln var
SWOEL TIG PVWOEIS KL TV EUTIEIPI TOV Ylox EVOX dPLOTO ATIOTELEO
oty Lepatikh mopeio Tov. Xaipetau mméipar oAU va yvwpiCer Toug
EVOPITEG YOG Kol VoL AKOUEL UE VTIOUOVH] OAax 00 EYOUY VX TOV TIOY.
Tov evybpuaote SUVaU Ko KOUPAYIO OTOV LEPO YDV TOU.

YnoSeytrixape oTo ypageio THG EKKANOING PaG THY véa
ypoppatée pog Ty ayanquévy pas IHopaokevy Kotodrov
- Apyetéxn 1 omoiw ivau kot SaokdAa oo EAAnvixo pog
Zyoleio. Eexivnoe pe dpekn, Oetin] evépye kou yaudyero
KoL THG EUYOUROTE KaAr) SUvaun ko vTopovi] oto épyo THg.

ATOYQUpETHONUE TOV ApaTINUEVO OE OAOVG YOG IR TEP
Muyéhn xou Ty ayarnuévn oe 0Aovs pas Mapio Tny
ypoipatéa pos. Kau o1 Svo mpdopepay ebaupetind épyo
QAPHVOVTOG TOW TOUG UOVO OUOPPES AVAUVIIOELS KOl WPAIES
onyués. Mog Aeimovy addd oefdpacte Ty andpacy

TOUG Kl TIPOCEVYOUROTE VoL ATIOAXUPEVOVY e YaAivy TV Gpopen
OLKOYEVELX TOVG.

2nig 5 Oefpovapiov 4up Oa yioptdoovue v ayolixt) eopti Twv
Tpuav Iepapyav otnv TAaTeio oG YopoTTATOVYTOS TOV AYATTHUEVOD
OcopiléoTaTov AéomoTa pag K.k. ATOTTOAOV Kaut THYV CUUUETOXN
00wV a6 ToL OYOAElx THG TIEPIPEPEL porG Oedijoovy vax pas Tiproovy
ye v mapovoia Tovs. Eviipdodexty n mapovoia SAwv pag .

2ng 11 Defpovapiov Oa éyovue otny I\atein pag TipnTiky
exdhlworn y Ty Moapio iy ypappotéo pag. Oror podi Oc
padevtovpe va THG Swoovue EVXEG aydmng, var xopéyovue, va
Tpayovdricovve Kou var yeddgovue poipdlovtag petaldd pag Tig
OUOPPES aVapvhoEels avtwy Twv 40 Ypovwy mov KUAHORY ooV VepaKi
yio Trv Mopior oG Kou yiox Tiv KowoTHT® [ IOV THY UTTHPETHOE UE
apdmn , SUVapIKOTHT Kol THOTH.

2ni¢ 5 Maptiov O eoptioovye THv Evowudtwon 16 Awdekaviioov
pe v untépa EMM&da g yopoorarovvtog Tov Ocogiléotatov
Aéomota pog k.x. Amootédov, moAAwY emoripwy, padntav, cuAAGywy
& yopevTikwv. Eviipoodextn 1 mapovoia OAwy pa.

AvTd Kou dAAa idpar moAA& axodovBovv ko pag Sivovy THY vkaipio
va Bproropaore dAor padi Kou vor poipalOUaoTe OIKOYEVEIOKES OTIPUES
aydnr.

Na éxete TnV evdoyia Tov Ayiov Osov Mog.

Me extipnon, oefaoud kar adergixh aydrmr,

Zropatioc Iepoprovéyov

Ipdedpog Tov ZvuPovriov
Ayiov NixoAdov Bartydpns
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PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE - Thursday, Feb 2"

Presentation of Christ in the Temple

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

www.goarch.org

Introduction

This feast, celebrated on February 2, is known
in the Orthodox Church as The Presentation
of Christ in the Temple. Another name
for the feast is The Meeting of our Lord.
Roman Catholic and Protestant Christians
call the feast, The Purification of the Holy
Virgin. About 450 AD in Jerusalem, people
began the custom of holding lighted candles
during the Divine Liturgy of this feast day.
Therefore, some churches in the West refer to
this holy day as Candlemas. The Feast of the
Presentation concludes the observances related
to the Nativity of Christ, a period that opened
on November 15 with the beginning of the
Nativity fast.

Biblical Story

The story of the Presentation is told in Luke
2:22-29. Mary and Joseph were faithful Jews
and observed their religious customs. An
important custom was for the couple to take
their first-born son to the Temple. The baby
was taken to the Temple forty days after his
birth and was dedicated to God. In addition, if
the parents were wealthy, they were to bring a
lamb and a young pigeon or a turtle dove to be
offered as a sacrifice at the Temple. The custom
provided that if the parents were poor, they
were to offer two pigeons or two turtle doves
for the sacrifice.

When Jesus was forty days old, Mary and
Joseph took Him to the Temple in Jerusalem.
They were not wealthy, so they took two turtle
doves with them to offer as a sacrifice at the
Temple. As they arrived at the Temple, Mary
and Joseph were met by a very old man named
Simeon. He was a holy man and was noted as
a very intelligent scholar. Simeon spent much
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time studying about the prophets of Israel. It
was during his studies that he learned of the
coming of the Messiah. The Jewish people
were waiting for the Messiah to come and
deliver Israel from their conquerors. From that
time on, Simeon spent his time praying for
the Messiah to come. He spent many years in
prayer. Finally, while Simeon was praying he
heard the voice of God. God promised Simeon
that he would not die until he had seen the
Messiah.

When Simeon saw Jesus, he took the baby in
his arms and blessed the Lord and said:

“Lord, now let Your servant go in peace
according to Your promise, because my eyes
have seen Your

salvation which you have prepared before the
face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation
to the Gentiles, and the glory to your people
Israel”

Also, in the Temple was Anna the Prophetess.
She had been a widow for many years. Anna
was about eighty-four years old and spent her
time in the Temple worshiping, fasting, and
praying. When she saw the Christ Child she
praised God and spoke of him to all who were
awaiting the Messiah.

After Jesus was presented in the Temple,
the family returned to Galilee to the town of
Nazareth. The Bible tells us that Jesus grew and
became strong, and was filled with wisdom.

Icon of the Feast

The Holy Icon shows that the meeting takes
place inside the Temple and in front of the
altar. The altar has a book or a scroll on it

and is covered by a canopy. The Theotokos
stands to the left and is holding out her hands
in a gesture of offering. The one hand of the
Theotokos is covered by her cloak or as it is
known, the maphorion. She has just handed
her Son to Simeon.

Christ is shown as a child, but He is not in
swaddling clothes. He is clothed in a small
dress and his legs are bare. Jesus appears to
be giving a blessing. Simeon holds Jesus with
both hands which are covered. This shows the
reverence Simeon had for the Messiah. Simeon
is bare headed and there is nothing to show that
he is a priest. Some biblical scholars say that
Simeon was probably a priest of the Temple or
a Doctor of the Law.

Joseph is behind the Theotokos. He is carrying
the two turtle doves for the sacrifice. Anna
the Prophetess is also standing behind the
Theotokos and is pointing to the Christ child.

The words Simeon spoke when he saw the
Christ Child are known as “St. Simeon’s Prayer.”
This prayer is sung daily at the evening Vespers
services of the Orthodox Church.

In the Orthodox Church, both baby boys
and baby girls are taken to the Church on the
fortieth day after their birth. This is done in
remembrance of the Theotokos and Joseph
taking the infant Jesus to the Temple.

The Orthodox Celebration of the
Feast of the Presentation

This Feast of our Lord is celebrated with the
Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom,
which is conducted on the day of the Feast
and preceded by the Matins service. A Great
Vespers is conducted on the evening before
the day of the Feast. Scripture readings for
the Feast are the following: at Great Vespers
— extracts from Exodus 12:15-13:16; Leviticus
12 and Numbers 8; Isaiah 6:1-12, and 19:1,3-
5,12,16,19-21; at Matins — Luke 2:25-32; at the
Divine Liturgy - Hebrews 7:7-17 and Luke
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 24/2023

Archepiscopal Encyclical on the 2023 Archepiscopal Encyclical on the
Feast of the Three Hierarchs and the Day of Greek Letters

January 30, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Those who partake of our Paideia are called Greeks.
Beloved Brethren in Christ,

The Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs: Basil the Great, John Chrysostom and Gregory
the Theologian, is also an anniversary to celebrate the learning, culture and language of
Greece — what we call “Greek Letters.” The inscription cited above is adapted from the

Panegyricus of the renowned rhetorician, Isocrates (436-338 BCE).

This elegant expression, which graces the frieze of the fagade on the Gennadius
Library in Athens, could have been spoken by any of the Three Hierarchs; for they
understood Paideia as an all-encompassing summation of education, expression and
civilization. But the Hierarchs would have gone one step further. They could have also easily

said: “Those who partake of our Faith are called Christians.”

In both cases, the idea of participation in the milieu of Orthodox Christianity and
Hellenism is what brings a person into that identity. It is what we mean by “baptism,” and
why baptism by immersion is so important. To immerse oneself in the Gospel or in Paideia

is to become suffused with their teachings and spirit. For those who call themselves, “Greek
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Orthodox,” there is neither confusion of the traditions, nor is there a contradiction between
the two. The Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs is a testimony to the symphony that emerges

when all the elements of each are manifested in harmony and concord.

Therefore, my beloved Greek Orthodox Christians, let us celebrate all the ways that
these three Luminaries of our Paideia and Faith confirm the unity of our spiritual and
historical paths. And let us partake of the riches of each, thus becoming ourselves,
“partakers of the Divine Nature” (II Peter 1:4).

With paternal love in Christ Jesus,

7{; oy 7;%%205

t+ ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEITIIXKOITH AMEPIKHX

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

Ao TTowr. 24/2023

Apxlemokomkn 'EykvkAlog yix trjv é0Qtr) Twv
Towwv Tegapxwv katl TWV EAANVIK@WV YOAUUATWYV.

30 Tarvovapiov 2023

[Tpog tovg XLePaocpiwtatouvs kat Oeopileotatovs AgyLepels, Tovg EvAapeotatovg Tepeic
kat Awaxkovovg, tovg Movaxoug kat tic Movaxéc, touvg IIgoédoovg kat tx MéEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg Evtipodoywtdtovg Agxovtec Ttov  OKOLHEVIKOD
ITatowxpyxeiov, tax péAN ¢ Hyeolag twv 100, tax Hueprowx kat Anoyevpativa ZxoAeia,
tic dromtwyxovg AdeApotnteg, M NeoAala, tic ‘EAANVop00d0&ec Opyavaoels kal
0AOKAN 0 T0 Xolotemwvupo TANewpa ¢ Teoag Apxlemiorkontc ApeQukng.

«MaAAov EAAnvac kadeioOat TovC THC TAUOEVOEWS TNG NUETEPAC UETEXOVTACH
(Iooxpatovg, Adyoc IHavyvpukog 4:50).

ITooopiAeic adeAgol kal ddeApeg ev XoLotw,

‘H éopt) twv toiwv Tegapgxawv, dnAadr) Baowlelov tov MeyaAov, T'onyopiov tov
BecoAdyov kat Twdvvov tov Xpuoootopov, eival kal 1) o £€0QT TG EAANVIKNG
ntadeiag, TS YAOooAS KAl TOU TOALTIOHOD, TV EAANVIKOV YOAUUATWV.

To onto mov dixPdoape otV X1 TS €YKUKALOL elvat TTQUEVO ATIO TOV TETAQTO
TIAVIYLUELKO Adyo Tov @nuiopévov ontooa lookpdtn (436-338 m.X.) xkal Poloketal
XQAQAYIEVO 0TIV TIROHETWTIdA NG eloodov g I'evvadiov BiBA0ONkng otnv Adrva. Oa
HTTOQOVOE VX L€ EIMWOEL ATIO TO OTOUA TWV TOLWV LEQAOXWV, KABWGS Y avToLG 1) Ttadein
KATAVOELTAL WG 1] AVAKEPAARIWOT) TNG EKTADEVOTG, TG YAWOOTAS KAl TOU TOALTIOHOD.

BéBawa, ol toelg lepapxes Oa mEoxwEovoav AKOWTN TEQLO00TEQO Kabwg eVkoAa Oa
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UTTI0Q0VOAV V& TIOLV, «UAAAOV XQoTiavol kaAegloOat tovg TG MIoTews NG 1UETEQAG

UETEXOVTACH.

L& k&Oe meQlmtwon, 1) HeTOXT) OTNV UmelRla g 000000E0v ExkAnolag Kal oTov
EAANVIOUO elvat TeAka avTn) oL kKaBoIleL TNV TALTOTNTA TOV TTEOTWTIOL (WG XOLOTLAVOD
Kat wg EAANva. AU dkoBag v évvola €xet o BaAnTiopa ws EuBVOIon oTod ved Katl Y
avTo eival téoo onuavtikd. H éupvdion oto edayyéAlo kat oty mawdeia onualvel tnv
TIVEDUATIKT] Kl YVWOWAOYIKT] mANodtta tov dvOpwmov. Euelig mov 0éAovpe va
ovopalopaote «0p00dofol xoloTiavol» yvwellovpe OTL 0TIV TTAQADdOOT] UG TIOTE &V
vrnee avtiBeon petald e mawelag kal T miotews. 'H onuegwvr) oot TV TOIWV
LEQAOXWV €lval TOAVT) ATIODELEN TG dppoviag mov €mépyxetat ot Cwr) TN ékkANoiag kat
¢ Kowwviag dtav dvantvooovtat 1) madela Kat 1) ot mTagdAANAa.

‘Entopévag ayammntol pov 0000000t XOLOTIVOL, AG E0QTACOVE TI) OUEQLVT] £0QTN
BadiCovtag 0Tovg dOOHOVS TOL HAG EDeLEaV OL TELS HEYLOTOL PWOTIQES TNG MAEIRG KAl
¢ TOTEWS, ETUPREPALOVOVTAG ETOL TNV TVELVUATIKT) KAl LOTOQIKT) OLVEXELX TNG EKKANOING
pag. Ag yivovpe, Aomdv, pétoxol twv DYnA@v ayabwv tne maweiag kal g 0000d6E0L

niloTewe, wg «Belag kowwvol voews» (B” TTétgov 1:4).

Meta matoikng €v XoLote ayanng,

Ji e KiSiio,

t 0 Apeoung EAmdogpoog

FeBrUARY 2023




SATURDAY OF SOULS - February 18, 25

SATURDAY OF SOULS

hrough the Apostolic Constitutions (Book VIII, ch.

42), the Church of Christ has received the custom to
make commemorations for the departed on the third, ninth,
and fortieth days after their repose. Since many throughout
the ages, because of an untimely death in a faraway place,
or other adverse circumstances, have died without being
deemed worthy of the appointed memorial services, the
divine Fathers, being so moved in their love for man, have
decreed that a common memorial be made this day for all
pious Orthodox Christians who have reposed from all ages
past, so that those who did not have particular memorial
services may be included in this common one for all. Also,
the Church of Christ teaches us that alms should be given
to the poor by the departed one’s kinsmen as a memorial
for him.

Besides this, since we make commemoration tomorrow
(Sunday, February 23rd) of the Second Coming of Christ,
and since the reposed have neither been judged, nor have
received their complete recompense (Acts 17:31; II Peter
2:9; Heb. 11:39-40), the Church rightly commemorates the
souls today, and trusting in the boundless mercy of God,
she prays to Him to have mercy on sinners. Furthermore,
since the commemoration is for all the reposed together,
it reminds each of us of his own death, and arouses us to
repentance.

The Kollyva are symbolic of the resurrection of the dead
on the day of the Second Coming of the Lord. St. Paul
said, “what you sow does not come to life unless it dies” (I
Corinthians 15:36), and St. John, “unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies,
it bears much fruit” (John 12:24).

Thus, as the wheat is buried in the soil and disintegrates
without really dying but is later regenerated into a new plant
that bears much more fruit than itself, so the Christian’s
body will be raised again from the very corruptible matter
from which it is now made; however, it will be raised not in
its previous fleshy substance but in an incorruptible essence

10 KOINONIA

which “will clad the
mortal body with an
immortal garment’,
in the words of St.
Paul (I Corinthians
15:53).

The Kollyva then,
symbolize the
Apostolically
rooted hope in the
resurrection of the

dead as the only
eventuality ~ that
gives meaning and attains the longed perfection on the part

of the individual who takes his life to be a divinely ordained
meaningful living forever.

The 16th century Archbishop Gabriel of Philadelphia wrote
that the Kollyva are symbols of the general resurrection,
and the several ingredients added to the wheat signify so
many different virtues.

Apolytikion of Saturday of Souls
Plagal of the Fourth Tone

Only Creator who out of the depths of wisdom lovingly
govern all things and upon all bestow what is accordingly
best for them, give rest to the souls of Your servants, for
they have placed their hope in You, our Author and Maker
and God.

Kontakion of Saturday of Souls
Plagal of the Fourth Tone

Give rest, O Christ, among the Saints to the souls of Your

servants, where there is no pain, no sorrow, no grieving,
but life everlasting.

FeBrUARY 2023




YYXXOXABBATA - ®¢fpovaprog 18, 25

YYXXOXABBATA

Ta  WvxoodPPata
QTIAYVOLpE KOAMVPaA
yloo TNV avdmavon
TV  ayannuévewy
KEKOIUNUEVWY  [OG
TPOCWTWV.

T onuaivovv
Ta  VAMKd  TOV

XPNOLHOTIOLOVE.

KoAxAXv P a
etolpdlovpe Ta
YuyoodafBPata (SnA.
& ZapPata mpwv TIg
Kupraxég tng Anodkpew, tng Topivrg kat Tng A’ Nnoteiwv
™™g MeyaAng Teooapakootnig kat To ZapBato mpv Tnv
Kvpraxny g Ievinkootng) kabwg kat kabe @opd mov
Oélovpe va tehéoovpe oto Naod empvnuoovvn dénon

yla THV avVATIOVOT TWV AYOTNUEVWY KEKOLUNHEVWY Hag
TPOOWTWV.

Ta kOMwPa ocvpPorilovv Tnv Kkown avaotaon Twv
avBpwnwv. An\, 6TIwG 0 GTTOPOG TOL OLTAPLOV TEPTELTTN YN,
BdPetat kat xwvedetat kat oamilet xwpic Opws va Bapei kot
0TI OVVERELA PUTPWVEL KAADTEPOG KAl WPALOTEPOG, £TOL KL
TO vekpO owpa tov avBpwmnov BaPetat otn yn kat camnilel,
ya va avaotnBei kat mét dpbapto kat £v8ogo kat advio.
Tnv wpaia avty ekova pog didet o amdotolog ITavAog
otv A’ mpog KopwvBiovg Emotoln (keg. 12, otiyol 35-44).
Tnv idia ewcdva ya v Avaotaor Tov xpnotpomnoinoe kat
0 Xp1otog (evayyéhio Iwavvn, keg. 12, otiy. 24).

Ta KoAPa eivar éva amd ta mmo makatd XptoTiavikd €0ia
nov StatnpnOnke otn (wiy g OpBodofov ExkAnoiag kat
ovvdéeTal dueoa e Tovg kekounpévous. Ta kOAvPa eivat
OLTapt PPACHEVO TTOV KATA KAVOVA OTHeEpa EXEL TN HOPQPT|
otohopévou diokov pe Enpovg kapmovg, 6w apdydaia,
KapvSLa, POVVTOVKLA, PLOTIKL K. Kot Kupiwg (ayapn.
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Ta KoMwvPa mpoo@épovial 6TovG TapeVPLOKOUEVOVG O€
pvnuoovva otnv ekkAnoia, oAAd kat Stavépovtat oTn
OLVEXELA OE OLYYEVIKA 1) QLAka omiTia. To €010 mpoépyetat
Ao Ta TAAALOTEPA XPLOTIAVIKA XpOVLa Kal £XEL OXEOT e Ta
nepidetmva Twv EAMvwv kat aAwv Adawv.

Ye kaOe mapddoon ta kOAALPa eivat puépog Tng Opnokeiog
Hag.

To VKA mpémel va eivar 9 yati 9 eivar Ta T@ypata TWV
ayyélwv, v To kaBe VAKO €xet TO Stk6 Tov CLUBOALIOHO.
1. Zitdpu: ot vekpoi (To ynvo otolyeio)

2. Zaxapn: n yYAvkvtnta tov Iapadeicov

3. Zragideg: 1 Aumehog (o Xptotog)

4. Maivtavog: 1 avamavor «ev Tomw YAogpw»

5. ®puyavid Tppévn 1 covodul: To Xwua («.ag ivat
eAa@pl TO XWHA TTOV TOV OKeTALEL..»)

6. Podt: ta ehén tov Iapadeioov, n Aapnpdtnta

7. Kavéa: n) evwdia, Ta apwpata («..0p@UAcL €V (VHHOTL
kndevoag anédeto..», «.phpavav Tov TdQo at HupoPopot
popa..»)

8. ApvySala: n evyovia, n (wr mov Swuwviletar pe
Tovg amoyovovg (avti yia  apvydala pmopovv  va
xpnotpomnownBovv kapvdia)

9. Kovgéta (aonuévia kat Aevkd): Ta 00TA TOV HEVOLV
avalhoiwta kabwg To odpa eeipetal.

AmolvTikiov
Plagal of the Fourth Tone

‘O Baber copiag AavBpdTWG TEVTA 0IKOVOU®Y, Kal TO
ovu@épov Aoty AmovEHwY, pove Anuiovpyé, dvdmavoov
Kvpte tag yoxag t@v SovAwv oov- év ool yap v éAmida
avéBevTo, T@® oIt Kal TAGOTH Kal Oe® HUMV.

Kovtdxiov
Plagal of the Fourth Tone

Meta t@v Ayiwv avdmavoov Xploté, Tag Yuxag TtV

SdovAwv oov, €vBa ovk 0Tt TOVOG, 00 AVTN, 00 GTEVAYUOG,
A& (wn) atelevtnTog.
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THANK YOU MARIA SALPEAS THANK YOU
By: Eva Lallas

here do we begin to extol the virtues of our dear Ma-
ria Salpeas?

Beyond being secretary she has embodied the spirit of the
Saint Nicholas Church of Baltimore. Maria has been the
fixture of our church for more than 40 years; the ideal histo-
rian of our parish. She has witnessed the members of many
of our families from one generation to the next: happily fol-
lowing youngsters from their early years while students at
our afternoon Greek School and Sunday School, members
and participants of GOYA, to adulthood, and now parents
of young children.

Maria became involved in the programs of the Greek
School PTA while her two sons Manoli and Dimitri, whom
she raised single handedly were enrolled. She was the PTA
secretary and supportive of the Saint Nicholas Boy Scout
Troop. At her encouragement her sons were actively in-
volved in the annual festival of Saint Nicholas, events selling
raffle tickets at a young age, throughout the crowds as the
barters do in Greece! Much later it was at her suggestion
that her daughter-in-law Michelle, an educator, took charge
of both the successful Vacation Bible School and The Chil-
drens’ Corner at the festival for several years.

Early on Maria studied English and became the resource
person who could help in either language all who sought
information about our church as well as directing those
who needed assistance in dealing with their matters in
Greece. She personified the term “ Community Church”!
Throughout 40 years Maria went above and beyond the
confines of her job description exerting much energy and
knowledge and being proactive in seeing to it that the vari-
ous ministries of Saint Nicholas functioned smoothly.

She was quite a coordinator. Maria became “the Google
search” when people had questions about church activities.
It was not uncommon for her to deliver copies of the church
newsletter to the printer and to do translations at home of
articles which had been submitted past the deadlines. She
remained a constant supporter of the Philoptohos, GOYA,
Diamonds, Greek and Sunday Schools, dance groups: from
bake sales to major fund-raising events. She enthusiasti-
cally informed new members to our parish of the value in
enrolling their children in the programs available to them.
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As many attest Maria has been the “behind the scene”
chairperson of our annual Saint Nicholas Greek Folk Festi-
val, deserving of the unsung hero award. Each year she pro-
moted the festival at every opportunity to those beyond our
area. Out of town visitors to the festival could be heard ask-
ing, "Where is Maria Salpeas? We've communicated with
her by phone or email and would like to meet her.” It was
her friendly outreach manner that enabled her to procure
the sizable funds for the Ad Book and sale of raffle tickets
which often marked the financial outcome of the festival.

Maria’s winning approach, her smile, and enthusiasm en-
abled her to encourage and bring many contributors to the
church throughout the year as she informed them of the
needs of the church and how they could get involved.
Maria was like a silent partner working behind the scenes,
serving St. Nicholas with love and dedication. It was always
difficult to tell where her duties as secretary ended and
where her work as a volunteer began. This is true because
Maria LOVES our St. Nicholas Church deeply; St. Nicholas
is a part of her being.

This is but a nutshell view for it is quite difficult in trying
to engulf the contributions that Maria has made to our be-
loved St. Nicholas: the right hand supporting several priests
and parish councils, the coordinating factor among every
aspect of the ministries of our community, and usually
the first person that one meets upon entering our church,
greeted by her friendly smile. As many have said through-
out the years, “Maria is the glue that holds our community
together!”

As Maria now embarks on the next chapter of her life, we
wish her many years of good health as she enjoys the fruits
of her labor: her loving family....Manoli and Joanne, Dimitri
and Michelle and her beautiful vivacious granddaughters
Yiota, Eva, and Vivi!

May all your dreams come true, Maria, as you enjoy a hap-
py, well-deserved retirement.

May God’s blessings be with you always.

We love you!
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EYXAPIZETOYME MAPIA XAAIIEA EYXAPIZETOYME
Amo tv: Evayyehia Aala

A 716 TIOD Vot apyicovpEe var eEDUVOVE TIG APETEG TNG AYATINHEVTG
pag Mapiog Zalméa

ITépa amod T ypappateio, EXEL EVOAPKWOEL TO TIVEDUA TNG EKKANGIAG
Tov Ayiov Nikohdov tng Baktopng. H Mapia eivat avanoonaoto
HéENog TG exkAnoiag pag yla meploodtepa and 40 xpovia. O
18avikog 1oTOpIKOG TNG evopiag pag. Exet Set ta péhn moAwv anod
TIG OLKOYEVELEG LG o T1) [ YeVIA 0T aAAn, v givat XapoOpeva
audld and Ta TPWTA TOVG XPOVLA, UAONTEG OTO AMOYELUATIVO
EMAnvixo Xxoleio kat to Kuprakdatiko XxoAeio pag,va givat pehn kat
ovppetéxovteg TG GOYA, va evAKIOVOVTAL KAt TOPaA va eivat ot
iStot yoveig pxkpwv mauduwv.

H Mapia evemhdxn ota mpoypappata tov PTA tov EAAnvikov
Zxoleiov 0T o AWTO PoAttnoav ot dvo ylot TG MavwAng kat
Anpntpng, Tovg omoiovg peydAwoe povn e Yrnpée ypappatéag
Tov PTA xat vmootnpiktiig Tov Zwparog IIpookdnwy tov Ayiov
NikoAdov. Me tnv evBdppuvon TG oL yoL TnG CLpeTeixav
evepyd 0TO €THOl0 TavyOpt Tov Ayiov NikoAdov, TOLADVTAG
akopn kat Aaxela oe veapr) nhiia, péoa ot TANON, 6MWG Kdvovy
ot pukporwAntég otnv EAAaSal TIoAb apyodtepa, pe v mpdtao
NG, N voen tng Mioéd, maudaywyog, avérafe v evBvvn 1600 Tov
emrtuxnuévov Vacation Bible School 6co kat tov The Childrens’
Corner 0T0 PeoTIBAN YL APKETAE XPOVIQL

Nwpic 1 Mapia omodSace AyyAwa kat éytve to dtopo mov Oa
propovoe va Pondricel kat otig Vo yAwooeg OAovg OCOVG
ava{nrovcav mAnpogopieg yio Ty ekkAnoia pog kabdg Kot vo
katevBover doovg xpetdlovtav Poribela oY avTpeT@ON TWV
Bepatwy tovg oty EAAGSa. TIpoownomoinoe tov 0po «Kowvotikr
ExxAnoia»! Tia 40 xpovia, ) Mapia Eenépace ta dpia g epyaciag
NG, AOKWVTAG TIOAAT] EVEPYELX KA YVWOELG KL OVOA TIPOANTITIKT
@povTILe va Aettovpyovv opad ot Stdgopol GUAAoyoL VIO TNV
Stakovia tov Ayiov NikoAdov.

‘Hrtav Ba prnopovoape va modpe n cvvtoviotpa. H Mapia €yive
«n avalfitnon Google» 6tav ot avBpwrot eixav epwTHOELG OXETIKA
HE TIG EKKANOLAOTIKEG SpaoTnPLOTHTEG. Agv fTay acvuvidioto va
napadidet avtiypaga Tov evnuepwtikod SeAtiov Tng exkAnoiag
OTOV TUTIOYPAQPO KAl VO KAVEL UETAPPACELS OTO OTITL dpBpwv
mov eiyav vroBAndel mépav twv mpobeouwv. Ioapépeve otabepn
vnootpiktpla Twv opddwv xopov Philoptohos, GOYA, Dia-
monds, EAA\nvikav kat Kvprakatikwy Zxoleiwv: anod Tig pukpotepeg
TIWAROELG UEXPL TIG [eYAAeg ekSNADOELG GLYKEVTPWONG KePaAaiwy.
Evnuépwve pe evBovolaopo ta véa e Tng evopiog pog yio Ty
aio NG eYypagng TwV TSV TOVG 0TA TPOYPAUUATA TIOV EXOLV
otn SiBeor) Tovg péow tng ExkAnoiag pag.
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Onwg moAhoi emPefardvovy, n Mapia frav 1 «miow and T
oknvip mpoedpog tov etrolov ENnvikod Adikod PeotiBAA Tov
Ayiov Nixoldov, d&la tov Ppafeiov agavovg fpwa. Kabe xpovo
npowbovoe To PeoTIPAN pe kabe evkalpia o dGoovG PpickovTat
eKTOG NG Teploxng pag. Ot emokénteg Tov @eoTIPAN €KTOG
TOANG akodyovtav va pwtobv: «Ilov eivar 1 Mapia ZaAméog;
Emxowvwvrioope padi g péow tnhepwvou 1 email kot Oa Béhaye
va 1 yvwpicovpe». Hrtav o @thikog g Tpomog mpocéyylong mov
NG enéTpeye va mpoundevuTei Ta apkeTd peydha ke@alata yio TO
Ad Book kat Tnv mwAnon twv Aayvav mov cuvxva onpadevay to
OLKOVOLLKO AOTEAETHLA TOV QeTTIBAA.

H owot mpooéyyon tng Moapiag, 10 xapdyeAd Tng kat o
evBovolaopog tng édwoav t SuvatotnTa va evBappuvel kal va
@épeL ToAAovG avBpmovg oty ekkAnoia kab’ OAn Tn Sidpketa Tov
£T0VG KABWG TOVG EVIHEPWVE YIaL TIG AVAYKEG TNG EKKAN LA Kat Twg
Ba umopovoav va epmhakovy kat va Bondnoovv.

H Mapia frav cov wa owwnnA ovvtpogog mov epyaldtav
OTa TAPACKIAVLA, VTINPETOVTAG Tov Aylo Nikohao pe aydmn kat
agooiwon. Hrav mdvta Svokoho va Eexwpioel mov Tedeiwvay ta
KkaBrKovTd TG WG ypappatéag kat tov Eekvovae 1) epyacia g wg
eBehovTpla. AvTo eivar alBeta yioeri  Moapion ATATTAET BoaBid trv
ExkAnoia tov Ayiov NikoAdov. O Aytog NikOAaog eivat €va Koppatt
™G vnapng me.

Avtd ev eival Topd ot CUVOTITIKY ATOYN ylati eivat apketd
Sbokolo va PooTabooVE VA TIEPLYPAYOUE TIG GUVELGQPOPEG
7oV €xel kavet | Mapia oTov ayamnpévo pag Ayo Nikodao. Hrav
T0 Xépt IOV VTOGTHPICEL APKETOVG LePEiG Kau evoplakd ovpBodha,
0 OLVTOVIOTIKOG TlapdyovTag peTay kabe TTuxng Twv GLANGYwWV
TNG KOWVOTNTAG Hag , Kot GLUVABWE TO TPWTO ATOHO TTOL GUVAVTOVOE
Kavelg pnaivovtag oty ekkAnoia pag, to omoio vodexdTaAvV TO
KOLVO (1E TO PLAKkO TG Xapoyelo. Omwg moAlot €xovv et OAa auTd
Ta xpovia, «H Mapia etvat 1 KOAAQ IOV KPATA TNV KOVOTNTA Hag
evouévn!»

Kabig n Mapio Eekvad twpa 1o emdpevo kegdhawo g (wrg
™G NG evXOHaoTe TOAG Xpovia pe vyeia kabBwg amolapPdvet
TOVG KAPTIODG TOVL KOOV TNG: TNV AYATNUEVH TNG OLKOYEVELQ...
Tov MavwAn kat Ty Iwdvva, Tov Anpnten kou t Mioé kot Tig

TIAVELOPPEG XAPOVHEVEG EYYOVEG TG, TiwTa, Eva kau Bifr).

Mapia, 6oV VXOHAGTE OAA GOV TA OVELPA VA YIVOLY TIPAYUATIKOTNTA
Kat va anoAavoelg T ouvtaglodotnar oov 6mwg oov a&ilet.

O Bed¢ va o€ evhoyei kat va efvat tévta padi cov.

Ye ayarmdpe!
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SWEARING IN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Swearing in of the Saint Nicholas
Parish Council

CONGRATULATIONS to the newly elected Parish
Council that was sworn in at the end of the Divine
Liturgy on Sunday, January 22, 2023.

Shown from left to right are: Stamatia Ieromonahos,
President; Mary Iliadis, Recording Secretary; loannis
Sfakianoudis, Corresponding Secretary; Sofia Xouri,
Assistant Treasurer; Emmanuel Theoharis; Father
Georgios Oikonomou, Pastor; John Korologos;
Stanley Souranis, and Nick Aravidis, Treasurer. Missing are: Vasilios Argiropoulos, Vice President; John
Kevas; John Chrissomalis; and Pete Saliaris.

Thank you for serving our St. Nicholas Parish! May God bless and guide you!

MEMORIALS

In Memory of Anna Aravidis In memory of Mrs. Marion Campanaris
Arezina (Roza) Cornias Deanne Rzeczkowski

In Memory of Gus Stamatopoulos In memory of Sylvia Cornias

Arezina (Roza) Cornias Anonymous donor- Fr. Georgios new office chair

THANK YOU Evyopromiocn
Thank you to Father Georgios, Stamatia Oa nleda va evyapiotriow Tov Iktep Iewpyro, THY
and the Parish Council. the PTA Zrapartia, To AoiknTiké ZvpPovio T ExkAnoiag

pas, To PTA, v @idéntwyo, Tov Lidvvy Iikovvy
ke TV Otkoyévela Tov Kot 0Aovg ekeivovs mov

Philoptochos, John Pikounis and Family,

and everyone for their concern and well aviolyHoay yia uéva 600 frovy dppwory
wishes during my illness. OTWG EMTIONG Kol Yiat TIG EVYEG TOUG ik YpHyopH
avéppwon

Best wishes for the New Year 2023.
Mary Serafis

Zag evyopar T kaeAUTEpa i T Néa Xpovid
Mapia Xepdon
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n Martin Luther King Weekend, our Hellenic
O Golden Coins proudly represented St. Nicholas
at the Hellenic Folk Dance Festival (FDF) at Sts.
Constantine and Helen in Annapolis! The Junior
Group (ages 12-15) performed dances from Crete and
Kefalonia. The Senior Group (ages 16-18) performed

dances from Pontos and Crete.

With hard work (and a lot of ké@t), our Junior group
is bringing back a 2nd place medal! But what all of
our dancers really won was the experience they had
with each other and creating memories that will last a

lifetime. When you see any of our dancers, parents, or

instructors, please congratulate them on a job well done!

Director: Vasso Koumoudis
Instructors: Irene Angelos, Foula Paragios

Senior Group Dancers: Vasili Cornias, Sofia

Koumoudis, Spiro Marvelis, Anezina Palas, Niko
Stamidis, Prodromo Stamidis, and Katerina Tomazos

Junior Group Dancers: Christina Alafassos, Katerina

Alafassos, Demetrius Bakalis, Demi Banach, Lia

Cejpek, Maria Chalkias, Antigoni Diakantonis, George

Kostrivas, Despina Lentis, Lia Otto, and Eliana Paragios

15 KOINONIA
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GREEK SCHOOL

D 18 HeyaAn xoapd eméoTpeyav Ta madd TOL EAANVIKOL pag
oxo\eiov amnd Tig Stakomég Twv XpLOTOVYEVVWY.

Mia amd TG eKTAREELG TTOV TOVG TEPIPEVE NTAV T} AVAKOIVWOT) TOV
ayanntov o€ 6Aovg pag 1. lewpyiov 6T Ba vEapxeL ) SuvatdTnTa TAL
ToudLé pag va kavouy €va pkpo nadnua kabe efdopdda oto onoio
Oa pabaivouv yla Ty miotn pag. Ta pabnpata avtd yivovtat kdbe
Tetaptn 010 e0wteptkod tnG EkkAnoiag pag. Ta maudia ovlntovv pe
Tov 1. [ewpylo ya tov Oeod, Tov Xplotd pag kat amodappdvoovv ta
Oabdpata mov Tovg dinyeitat

Opopea mpaypata etopdfovtar anod ta madid tov EAAnvikov
2xoheiov kat TG Saockdheg Tovg yia tnv Topt Twv Tpuwv
Iepapxwv otig 5 GePpovapiov 2023 kabwg yia Tnv ekdRAwon mov
Oa mpaypatomotjoovy yia Tov goptacpd g Evowpdtwon tng
Awdekaviioov pe tnv pnrépa EAAGSa.

he children of our Greek school returned from the Christmas
holidays with great joy.

One of the surprises that awaited them was the announcement by Fr. Georgios, who is dear to all of us, that
there will be a small lesson every week in which they will learn about our faith. These classes take place every
Wednesday inside our Church. The children discuss with Father Georgios about God, our Christ and enjoy the
miracles he tells them. .

Beautiful things are being prepared by the children of the Greek
School and their teachers for the event for the celebration of the
Three Hierarchs on February 5, 2023 as well as for the event they
will hold to celebrate the Unification of the Dodecanese Islands
with mother Greece.
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EAANVKO ZxoAeio Aytou NikoAdou BaAtiuopng

H lepd MntpomoAn Néag lepoénc kat to EAANVIKO 2xoAeio
Ayiou NikoAdou ooc TpooKaAoUV otnV EkSNAwWON yLo Tov
€0pTAOMO TWV Tpuwv lepapxwyv Kat Twv EAANVIKWY
Fpappdtwy kat tng Maideiag tnv Kuptakn, 5
DePpovapiou 2023 kat wpa 4:00 p.u. otnv MAateia Tou
Ayiou NikoAdou.

Ol AyloL Zodol lepapxec va pwtilovy, va mpooTateVOUY
Kot va xopilouv dUvapn otoug LaBNTEG Kol 0TOUG
S0.0KAAOUC TOUC yla To oTtoudalo £pyo Touc.

Greek School of Saint Nicholas Baltimore

The Holy Metropolis of New Jersey and the Greek School
of Saint Nicholas invite you to the event for the
celebration of The Three Hierarchs on Sunday, February
5, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. in Saint Nicholas Plateia.

May the Holy Wise Hierarchs enlighten, protect and give
strength to their students and teachers for their great

work. . &Ni%o

17 KOINONIA FEBrUARY 2023




PHILOPTOCHOS

hankyou to everyone who donated items that were packaged

and taken to the Helping Up Mission. The special tray for
Saint Basils totaled $255.00 and our Philoptochos added $45.00
and sent $300.00 to the Academy. The Philoptochos Vasilopita
was blessed and passed out to the organizations of the church
and the lucky recipient was Mrs. Maria Salpeas. The individual
ones that were passed out to the community the recipient of
the coin was Mrs. Fotini Boyoukas which received a gold cross.
We wish both ladies many years of health and happiness to
them and their families.

vaaplo‘robps Bepud Ohovg GooLG TPOOPEPAV  aVTIKEIHEVA
omv OdmTwyo. Ta avtikeipeva avtd oLOKELAOTNKAY Kat
petagépBnkav oty anooton; Helping Up. O edkdg diokog yia
Tov Ayto Baoileto é@Tace ovvolika $255,00 kou 1 DIAOTTWXOG pag
npoodeoe $45,00 kat éotetde $300,00 oty Axadnpia. H Bacidomrta
g Odomtyov evhoynOnke kat StapolpdoTnke 0TOVG CLANOGYOLG
™G exkkAnolag pag kat 1 Tuxepn fitav n kvpla Mapia Zainéa. Tia
Ta exwpLoTd KOUUATIA TIOV HOLPAGTNKAY OTNV KOWVOTNTA HAG 1)
TUXepT) Tov képpatog Nrav n ka Gwtevr) Mmoylovka n omoia éAafe
évav xpvoo otavpd. Evxopaote kat otig dVo kupieg xpovia moAa
pe vyeia Kat eVTLXiA O€ AVTEG KAl TIG OLKOYEVELEG TOVG,.

Our Winter Night Out at Costas was a night of PHILOPTOCHOS H yetpepuvii pag fpadic oto Costas Inn fjrav pua fpadic

good food and drinks but most of a night of warm
fellowship. Thank you to the Triantafilos Family for
their hospitality.

The next Philoptochos General Meeting is
scheduled for Monday, February 6th at 6:30. Join us
for Chocolate Night all are welcome!

The Annual Apokreatiko Dance to benefit the
Philoxenia House will be held on Saturday, February 25th at
Jimmy’s Famous Seafood. Music by Apollonia Donation $75
for adults and children 12 and under $15.00 CASH BAR and
includes Appetizers, buffet dinner and desserts. For tickets or
information please contact Nora Kefalas 410-979-6656 / Irene
Vasilios 410-687-3978 or any Philoptochos Board Member.
Come and celebrate Apokreas and at the same time support the
Philoxenia House and the children and their families that the
home opens its heart to.

Scholarship Applications for High School Graduates or College
students that are continuing their education will be available
in the church office starting March 1. Applications must be
completed and returned to the church office no later than
Sunday, April 16th.

Philoptochos will shortly be mailing out our Easter newsletter.
As we begin the observance of Lent which will lead us to
Easter Sunday, let us fast, pray and prepare spiritually. Romans
12:12- Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
Wishing everyone a Blessed Sarakosti!

Donations:

In Memory of Lazaros Koutouvalis:

Mr. and Mrs. John Georgaki
In Memory of Irene Papamanolis:

Mike and Anna Papamanolis
In Memory of Manoli Pikounis: Mrs. Eleni Pikounis
In Memory of Steve Serafis: Mrs. Mary Serafis
Anonymous Donation to the Food Account
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pe Kako @aynto kat motd, aAld Kvpiwg pio vOXTA
{eot¢ ovvavaotpognc. Evxapiotodpe v ooyévela
TpravtagiAhov yua T gthogevia.

H enopevn Tevikn Zvvédevon tng Plomtwyov €xet
nipoypappatiotel ylo tn Agvtépa 6 OePpovapiov oTig
6:30. EAdte padi pag yia to Chocolate Night, eiote 6Aot
eunpoodekTol!

O Etfolog Amokpeatikog Xopog mpog Ogelog tov Oikov Tng
Dhoteviag Oa mpaypatomomBei To dfPato 25 Defpovapiov oo
Jimmy’s Famous Seafood. Movoikr| an6 tnv Apollonia. Awpea $75
yia evihikeg ko bt 12 etwv kat kdtw twv $15,00 kaw CASH
BAR. ITepthappavovtat opektikd, Oeinvo oe pmovgé kat emdopmia.
Ta ewottipia 1) TAnpogopieg emkowvwvrote pe t Nopa Kepdha
410-979-6656 / Eiprivn Baotheiov 410-687-3978 1 omotodnnote
pélog tov Atokntikov XZvppoviiov g ddomtwyov. EXdte va
yloptaocovpe TV ATOKped Kat TaVTOXpova va aTnpifovpte To Zmitt
™G Phogeviag, Ta madid Kat TIG OLKOYEVELEG TOVG Yot TIG OTIOLEG TO
OTITL AVTO avoiyel TV kKapdid Tov.

OL AITAOELG YLa VTTOTPOPIEG VLA ATTOPOITOVG YVHVAGIOL 1} POITNTEG
nov ovvexifovv v ekmaidevor] tovg Ba eivan SaBéoipeg oo
ypageio TG ekkAnoiag and tnv 1n Maptiov. Ot autrioelg mpémet va
OUUTANPWBOLY KAl VoL EMOTPAPOVY GTO Ypageio TnG ekkAnaiag to
apyotepo v Kuprakr 16 Ampihiov.

H ®\omtwyog Ba taxvdpopnoet ovvtopa To TaoXaAvo pag
evnuepwtikd Sektio. KabBwg Eekvape tnv trpnon g Zapaxkoatng
nov Ba pag odnynoel otnv Kvplakr tov Ildoxa, ag vnotéyouye,
ag mpooevynBovpe KAl oG TPOETOLAOTOVUE TIVEVHATIKA. Pwpaiot
12:12- Na eiote xapovpevol oTnv €Amida, VTOHOVETIKOL OTN
OAiym, motol oty mpooevy. Evxopaote oe dhovg Evdoynuévn
Xapokootn!

Awpeég:

Ztn Mvfjun tov Adapov KovroiBary:

O xvplog kat 1 kvpia Iwavvn Tiwpydkn
Zrn uvijun 6 Eiprpvyg Hamapuavaly:

Mixang kot Avva Iomapavwln
Xty Mvijun Tov Mavady Ilikovvy: ka EXévn Tlikovvn
Ztn uvijun Tov Znif Zepaon: ka. Mapio Xepden
Avavopos AwpnTig 6T0V A0yapiacuo yix Ta TpoPLuc
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

Hello Beec Friends and Family,

NOW HIRING
TEACHERS AND AIDES!

ST. NICHOLAS BILINGUAL
EARLY €EDUCATION CENTER

The Saint Nicholas Bilingual Early Education Center provides a safe, nurturing, home away from home learning center. We accept children from 6 weeks
till 5 years of age. BEEC is hiring part-time and full-time aides to assist our teachers at the Center. If you or anyone you know is interested, please call the
Center at 410-633-5020 extension 4 or you can submit your resume at beec@stnicholasmd.org.

To welcome Father George, we blessed our school and we cut the traditional Vasilopita. The children enjoyed a pajama party every Wednesday this past

month.

This month the children will be celebrating Valentine’s
Day with a party. We will teach our children feelings,
friendships, letters, color and numbers. BEEC
will provide pizza for the teachers and students to
celebrate Valentine’s Day.

Michelle Abuel
Director of BEEC

Aiy\wooog  Bpegovnmakdg  ZtavOudg  Ayiov
NikoAdov,

To Aiy\wooo Kévtpo IIpooxohikrg Exmaidevong
Tov Ayiov Nikohdov mapéxet éva ac@alés, yepudto
@povTida, KEVTPO ekuddnong pakpid anod To omitL.
Agyopaote maudid amd 6 efSouddwv éwg 5 eTwv. To
BEEC npoohapPdvet fonBovg pepikng kat A povg
anaoxoAnong ya va Bondicovy tovg SackdAovg
pag oto Kévtpo. Eav eviiagpépeote £oeig 1| kamotog
mov  yvwpilete, kakéote 1o Kévipo oto 410-
633-5020 pe eméxtaon tov apiud 4 1 pmopeite
va vmoPdlete to Poypagikd cag oto beec@
stnicholasmd.org.

lla va kolwoopicovpe Ttov matépa Lidpyo
evhoyfoape TO OXOAEio Hag Ko KOWape ThV
napadootakr) Baothomra. Ta maudid amordufavay
éva dpt pe murlapeg kdBe Tetaptn Tov mepacpévo
prva.

AvTo 10 prpva Ta tawdid Ba yroptacovv v Huépa
Tov Ayiov Bakevtivov pe éva mdptt. Oa Siddgovpe
ota madid pog ovvaodruata, Quhies, ypappara,
xpwpata ko apiBpods. H BEEC Ba mpoogépet
nitoa 0Tovg SAoKAAOVG Kat Tovg HabnTég ya va
yloptdoovv v Huépa tov Ayiov Bakevtivou.

Michelle Abuel
YnodievBvvpia tov BEEC
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ST NICHOLAS
‘ BILINGUAL
EARLY
EDUCATION

‘Are you passionate

* about educating and
« encouraging the

development of our
young minds?

. 'J Are you looking for a family,
V' energetic, warm atomspher

to work?

7 "'s't;-Ni'cﬁq_lashasf-ﬂ\_q
~ opportuity for

Apply Now :

WHAT NUMBER?

Email: ’)"%
502 Ponca Street :

Baltimore, MD

Now Hiring:
Lead Preschool Teacher
Moust be 18 and meet MSDE OCC
requirements.

Assistant Teacher
Greek preferred

MWYMn
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DONATION OPPORTUNITIES

FLOWER DONATIONS
LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2023 - (EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 16, 2023)

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR TABLE — VASES

MARCH 5 15T SUNDAY OF LENT — SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY

MARCH 12 2"¢ SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 19 3" SUNDAY OF LENT- THE VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS — Daffodils
MARCH 26 4 SUNDAY OF LENT

APRIL 2 5™ SUNDAY OF LENT

APRIL 9 PALM SUNDAY

APRIL 13 HOLY THURSDAY

APRIL 15 HOLY SATURDAY - (spring flowers)

SALUTATIONS FLOWERS FOR THEOTOKOS

MARCH 3 1*'SALUTATIONS ICON -- PROSKINITARI & WALL ICON

MARCH 10 2"¢ SALUTATIONS ICON -- PROSKINITARI & WALL ICON

MARCH 17 3@ SALUTATIONS ICON-- PROSKINITARI & WALL ICON

MARCH 24 4™ SALUTATIONS HYMN ICON -- PROSKINITARI & WALL ICON

MARCH 31 SALUTATIONS & AKATHISTOS HYMN -- PROSKINITARI & WALL ICON
APRIL9 PALM SUNDAY PALMS

APRIL9 PALM SUNDAY MORNING FLOWER DECORATIONS (various greens and yellow flowers)
APRIL9 PALM SUNDAY ICON ((MORNING) —PROSKINITARI (yellow flowers)
APRIL9 NYMPHIOS ICON (EVENING) - (purple flowers)

APRIL 13 HOLY THURSDAY — WREATH FOR THE CROWN - (burgundy roses)
APRIL 13 HOLY THURSDAY — WREATH FOR BASE OF THE CROSS (burgundy roses)
APRIL 13 HOLY THURSDAY - PROSKINITARI — (burgundy roses)

APRIL 15 HOLY SATURDAY -- RESURRECTION ICON -— WHITE ROSES

INCENSE FOR LENT AND FOR HOLY WEEK
HOLY WEDNESDAY UNCTION SUPPLIES
GOOD FRIDAY — Sheet -- Rose petals In order to select your
HOLY SATURDAY LAUREL & BAY LEAVES
DECORATION OF THE ICONOSTASION

donation(s), it is strongly

requested to contact
CANDLES DONATIONS

11” YELLOW the church office
11” WHITE

YELLOW LAMBADES FOR GOOD FRIDAY WITH WHITE CUPS (410) 633-5020
WHITE LAMBADES FOR HOLY SATURDAY WITH RED CUPS Thank you.

5 DAY VOTIVE LIGHTS -- 50 CASES RED
5 DAY VOTIVE LIGHTS -- 50 CASES PURPLE
5 DAY VOTINE LIGHTS — 50 CASES WHITE
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DONATION OPPORTUNITIES

- e R T EEW T DN R . S . — e e e e R BN N SED DEN S R S S S ey
E GOOD FRIDAY—LAMENTATIONS SERVICE
PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED _

Thv Meyakn Napaoksur, katd v Siapkeia g Axekoulliog Tou Emitagiou GpRvou, ko To Meyako
Zaa6are 1o npuwi, npoosuydpacTte oTo Ot via Tic Yuxts TWY ancABOVTUV MposPIAGY UYYEVEY KOI Pilwv.
‘Oool emBupoly va pynpoveldouy To ayannpEva Toug Mpocwna TIS NPépes auTig, Nopokakolvrar va
oupTAnpaoouy To KaTwli Evrumo ko va To @épouv oty Ekkhnoia mpiv v Meyahn Nopaokeun.

During the Lamentations Service of Good Friday evening, and on Holy Saturday morning, we offer
prayers to God for the souls of our departed beloved family members and friends. For those who wish te
have their departed brethren remembered on Goeod Friday and Holy Saturday, you are asked to complete
the below form and submit the names before Good Friday.

r--l-llll-l-ﬂll—-ll-—-—---—l—nh"h-
L--l--l-.lﬂ——-_"----l__ﬁ_

I —— — — — — S S S e S —— ——— R — — — —

=== EASTER LILIES FOR THE CHURCH=======q
AQPEEX ANOEQN (KPINA TOY ITAXXA)

Please donate Easter Lilies to decorate our church for Easter. The cost is
(-‘? £25.00. Fill out this form and send or bring it to Saint Nicholas Church.

Av embupeite vo wivete ) Em.t%id oug $25.00, cupmiomoETE To
EVIUMO UTH 2 oTElAETE TV dwoed Gog Eyxaipng  gTov Ayio
Nusohito, _

AMOUNT §25.00

F_--_H*-- —
e e R S e S S e — ——

TO’VﬂOW@T’ cmd' Otﬁe'}’ item cfonations,’p&aase contact tﬁe CHUTCH Qﬁ:ice -
410-633-5020. Thank you for your support.

Lo Awpeeg ovBewv kou A mv aviikeuévav yio, v Meyoin Tecoopoxoath, Ty Meyoin
Efooudoo kot to ooy wopaxaleiote vo, emxorvavioete ue 1o Kowotiko I pogpeio,
410-633-5020. 2og evyopiotodue yio. THY vTOGTHPICH GOG.
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COME CELEBRATE WITH US
AS WE HONOR

ON HER
RETIREMENT AND FOR HER

40 YEARS OF DEDICATION AND SERVICE

TO THE

SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY II, 2023

GREEKTOWN SQUARE AND EVENT CENTER
700 QUALL ST. | BALTIMORE, MD

DINNER AND DANCE RECEPTION - MUSIC BY APOLLONIA
DOORS OPEN AT 7:00 PM
DINNER - 8 PM | DANCING - 9 PM

DONATION - $60 pp | CASH BAR
TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE AND WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR

FOR TICKETS CONTACT:

THE CHURCH OFFICE - 410-633-5020 ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT
GIANNIS SFAKIANOUDIS — 443-797-3534 ST. NICHOLAS GREEK
EmiLy Cossis — 410-746-2230 ORTHODOX CHURCH
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200 YEARS

of Greek Freedom

Miinistry for Foreign Affairs
Promating Greece in Europe and the world

EMBASSY OF GREECE WASHINGTON D.C.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Embassy of Greece in Washington D.C. is seeking to hire a DRIVER, for a
two-year period with the possibility of renewal.

Qualifications:

- US citizens or US permanent residents (holders of Green Card)

- Age of at least 21 years old at the time of employment and not over 60 years old

- Greek male citizens must have fulfilled their military obligations (or be
permanently exempt)

- Very good knowledge of the English language

- Previous experience in a related field

- Willing to work beyond normal hours

- Criminal Background Check

Applications must be submitted by January 31, 2023, via e-mail
(gremb.was@mfa.gr). Applicants must submit with their applications: a. detailed
curriculum vitae, b. copy of passport or identity card, c. certificate of permanent residence
in the US.

Washington DC, January 18, 2023

ITPEXBEIA THX EAAAAOZ
OYAZITKTON
ANAKOINQXH

H IpeoPeia g EALGd0g oty Ovdotyktov tpoknpiccet pia (1) Oéon epyaciog tAnpoug
anacydinong Odnyov, pe cvpPaocn WiwTkod dikaiov, opiopéEVoL ¥pdvo, SLETOVG JAPKELRS LE
SuvaTdTTA AVOVEDGCNG, MG KOTOTEP®:

AToITOVpEVE TPOGOVTO VITOYNPlmV:

- Yrnioot HITA i pévipor katorkor HITA pe eMinviki 1 6AAN vinkootto (Tpdovn képta)
- Kotdtoro 6pro niikiog 1o 21° £10g copminpopévo Kot ovdtato to 60° étog
- Epdoov givar EAAnveg vmkoot, vo. £(0uv EKTANPOGEL TIG GTPOTIOTIKES
TOVG VILOYPEDCELG N} VOL £XOVV OTOAAYEL LOVILLOL OO CVTEG
- I[ToAD koA yvdomn g AyyAkng YADCGOG .
- Eunepia ko mpodmnpecia oe avtiotoyyn 0éon
- AwiBeon Yo gpyacio Kot TEPAV TOL GLVIBOVS WPAPioL
- Avtiypago Iowikod Mntpdov

Ot eviupepopevol Ba mpénel va vroPdiovv oty IlpecPeio aitnon, péxpt 31.1.2023, péow
nAekTpoviKoD Tayvdpopeion oty devbuven gremb.was@mfa.gr, cuvodevdpevn pe GHVIOUO
Broypapcd, avtiypago dwafatnpiov 1 TOLTOTNTAC, AVTIYPOPO ASEWS TOPAUOVAS TPAGIVIG
Képtoc.

Ovdoryktav, 18 Iavovapiov 2023
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CHURCH WISH LIST

he Parish Council has been approached by many parishioners asking to provide a “Wish List” of items

that our Church, and Community Hall Kitchen needs. As you may have noticed, parishioners have
already donated the new passenger elevator for our Church, the new bathrooms on the first Floor and in the
gym upstairs. All of these were donated with the love and trust to our Parish Council and Church members.

Please take a moment to think about how the past 50 years has taken a toll on our Church and its buildings
and now it is in the dire need of replacement or renovation. Your monetary contribution (no matter what
amount) to any of the items mentioned below in the Wish List can and will make a permanent difference in
the Church and it will be there for generations to come.

. 24" Griddle on left, 2 standard 3 standard bumers, 2 stockpot
burners burners
-
E = p——
S i

- "LM st
1/4” clear polycarbonate sheets to - | . 0' - iu‘

protect the exterior of the stained
glass icon windows

Two Southbend Ranges
(to sit side-by-side)
Item# 4361A-2GL, 4365A

Blodgett Double Stack Convection Over
Item# ZEPH-200-G DBL

(Oven will come with legs and casters)

Metro Warming Cabinet
ltem # C539-CFC-U

Dean 50 LB Fryer
Item# SR152G

Whank gou for gout supporet!
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STEWARDSHIP

St. Nicholas
eGiving Stewardship

AN

One Less Thing
fo think abouft

eGiving Benefits

* Easy set up

* One-time/recurring payment options
» Confidential & secure

» Track easily for tax purposes

How it Works

* Go to: stnicholasmd.org/give
» Select fund(s)

e Create your profile

» Select amount, payment method & frequency
« Complete donation
* THAT'S IT! Simple.

VANCO

Thank you for your generosity!

Ordownioadthiemmobiieappl
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STEWARDSHIP

MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE CARD  KAPTA EOEAONTIKHX MMPOX®OPAX

“GIVING THANKS: EUCHARISTIC STEWARDSHIP”
“ANTIIOAIAONTAE EYXAPIXTIEE: EYXAPIETIEEX MEXQ THE EQEAONTIKHE [IPOX®OPAY”

2023 SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH CONFIDENTIAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARD
2023 EAMAHNIKH OP®OAOZH EKKAHZIA AMIOY NIKONAQY -KAPTA ANMOPPHTHZ EQENONTIKHZ MPOZPOPAZ MEAQN
In gratitude for God's blessings I/'we make the following commitment to the ministries of 5t. Nicholas Church:
Tav £kppaocr EUYVWHOooUVNG Lou yia Tig EVAOYIEG TTou £)w AaPBel and Tov Oe6, Seopetopal PE Tnv akoioudn
owkovopikr kai eBehovTikr pov mpoogopd npog Tnv Exkkinoia tou Ayiou NikoAdou:

$ (Weekly / Monthly / Quarterly / Yearly)
$ (EBSopadLaiwg / Mnviaiwg / Ava Tpipnve / Etnoiwg)

TOTAL ANNUAL PLEDGE FOR 2023 :$
2 UVOAIKO TIOOG MpooPopdg yia To 2023 :§

Come and See God work through your talents, skills, and experience, as well as your financial support.
Your offering to Christ and His Church can do as much as you empower it to do.
We give to Christ and His Church not according to our means but according to our Love for Him.
lMvete papTupeg Tow épyou Touv Oeol! Awote and to Takévio pE To onoio oag £xEl TTPoIKioEl,
HE TIG IKAVOTNTEG, TIG ENTIEIRIEG, TNV ClKOVOLIKY oag euxépela. H Tipoopopa pag oTov XploTod Kal TV
Ekkhnoia Tou ag faoiotei otnv ayarnn pag mpog Autdv, ox1 oTtnv olkovopikr pag duvatdtnra,

Planned Giving Please send me information on making a planned gift to the Church.
Awpea mou oyedialw Mapakahu oTeikTE pou TANPOQOPIES OHETIKA |IE TOV TPOTIO TIOU HTTIOPW
va TIpocPEPW va Swpiow,

Print Full Name/ Mpayrte pe kegahaia ypapuata 1o enifetd oag

Signature/ YTioypagn Date/ Hugpopnvia
Name /Ovopa Date of Birth / Hpepop. Mevwrjoswsg
D g F D
Name of Spouse / Ovopa cuiyou Date of Birth / Hpegpop. Nevwrjoswg ] e
Occupation / Emayyshpa - - o a 0 . O O

Occupation / Emayyehpa (Spouse)

Street Address / llLedBuvon

O O Ol =] 0O g =] O 2D
D [.0rg 0 oad =] el
City / mwokn Zip Code / oy, topéac =
ob pp 0 ave 0
0 e 3 -6 D20
Home Phone / Ztabepd tnAépwvo omiod
Mobile Phone / Kunro tnAégpuve Mobile Phone / Kuwnro tnhépuve (Spouse)
AMC) [)
AY 14
Email Address / Hhektpovikr SietBuvon .(' vl L - J °
Email Address of Spouse / Hhektpovikn SiedBuvon suliyou ) () i =
= 0 civepLust
MOBILE
Communication Preferences / lNpotiprfjoeig emkowvwviag A DELC o a B 0o wleleililaTele Mafs
DB 0
. Mail / Tayuvdpopeio . Email / Hiexktpovikn . Text / Mivupa . L . . ==
DOGPpopd BeLac amo OVLO oo 0 D
Dependent Children's N. and Birthdates / oaG Mou Ba emavaAap o 0Bz £Boopaso
Ovopara madiwv kol nuepopnvia yevwiosuc touc a 1O 0 0
o B ac PEQ OO PO a
o pB OTLOC g '
0 g atsfac 0 eP obile
. aTIop o [pawslo
oLac oTo P O D20

26 KOINONIA

FeBrUARY 2023




27 KOINONIA FeBrRUARY 2023

LED BY HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP
ELPIDOPHOROS OF AMERICA

QCAPPADOCIA

@® Among the many sites visit Goreme Open Air Museum to
see the Byzantine rock churches, the Underground City of
Kaymakli (Anakou), the old Greek cities of Sinassos,
Aravissos & much more Attend the Divine Liturgy
celebrated by H.A.H. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
at the Ancient Rock Church.

SMYRNAQ

Tour the city including the old Greek section & the promenade by @
the sea. A full day tour to Ephesus where St Paul preached the
Gospel & was imprisoned. See the Library of Celsus, & the Basilica
of St. John. Tour Pergamon, the northern most of the seven
churches of Asia & visit the Pergamon Altar, the Ascelpion

OCONSTANTINOPLE

Experience the Queen of Cities by visiting sites
sacred to the Orthodox faith: The Sacred Center of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Hagia Sophia, the
Theological School of Halki, Panagia Vlacherna,
Baloukli Monastery, and celebrate the Feast Day of
the H.A.H Ecumenical Patriarch Batholomew!

AN P

PRICE: demsbh DATE
$4850 DOUBLE MAY 31- JUNE 13
$5800 SINGLE

12 NIGHTS
14 DAYS

Reserve your spot today by contacting
Gud Cloud Tours at (718)721-3808 and
oS stephen@cloudtours.com
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JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE

75th Anniversary of the

4 jy 4

\ —

Unification of the
Dodecaneselslands (
Wi-l-h Greece PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE

N ' . DIVINE LITURGY AND DOXOLOGY
Traditional Food, Music, Dancing, AT SAINT NICHOLAS GOC,

Special Guests, and More! PRESIDED BY HIS GRACE

MARCH 5, 2023

at 1:00 p.m.

GREEKTOWN SQUARE & EVENT CENTER

700 QUAIL STREET, GREEKTOWN, MD 21224
TICKETS: $20 PER PERSON (18 & UNDER FREE)
CALL VOULA KOTSATOU 410-633-5020

OR EMAIL VKOTSATOUeSTNICHOLASMD.ORG

7 MAPTIOY 1948 - H ENZQOMATQZH THZ
AOAEKAN'HZOY ME THN MHTEPA EAANAAA

FEBRUARY 2023




NOTICES

SPONSOR A
COFFEE HOUR NOTICE: \
All organizations -*-

We have resumed the Coftee Hour following . . .
must review their upcoming

the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Please

consider sponsoring a coffee hour in events with Paraskevi Kotsatou
memory of a loved one, for the health of (410-633-5020) who will add
your family, or in honor of our St. Nicholas the event to the official church
Church. calendar on the bulletin board
Please call the office at 410-633-5020 to across from
schedule. . Father Georgios’ office.
cl ; ee Thank you for your
Thank you 7 f f H cooperation.
for your
subbort! our MARIA SALPEAS
PP * Notary Public

Translations from English to Greek
and Greek to English, e.ta.

St. Nicholas Greek School PTA Elng i;%ﬁ?g;:;iza:@i‘z‘r'iﬁﬁfﬁ'ssm
2022-2023 Fundraiser
KARELLAS CAFE

N
BALTINOKS, 1>

Karellas Café has generously offered to donate 10% of all their

Proceeds during Greek School hours for either Dining in or Carry Out
orders. All you have to do is mention you are there for Greek School.
Please consider supporting our St. Nicholas Greek School Fundraiser

and enjoy your coffees, desserts, appetizers, or dinners. Saint Nicholdas Greek School
Thank you in advance for all your Support throughout the School Year. ° °
st. Nicholas Greek School PTA I n e u n ro I Se r
o Where: Karellas Café .
426 S. Newkirk St. Baltimore, MD 21224 Celebrutlng 70 Years
e When: Every Mondays & Wednesdays White and Red Wines from Greece
1for $20

e Time: 4:00PM- 8:00PM

2 for $40 with box
o Phone #: 443-520-3030 Place order: stnicholaspta520@gmail.com
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FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Budget vs. Actuals: Church and Greek School

January - December 2022 (PRELIMINARY)

Actual

Budget

over (under)

Budget

Income

4000 Stewardship 222,687.00 221,776.00 911.00

4010 Greek School Registration 42,385.14 57,355.00 (14,969.86)

Other Income 242,911.97 177,048.00 65,863.97
Total Income 507,984.11  456,179.00 51,805.11
Total Cost of Goods Sold 56,746.95 37,580.00 19,166.95
Gross Profit 451,237.16  418,599.00 32,638.16
Expenses

Total CAPITAL COSTS (CHURCH) 16,822.14 10,000.00 6,822.14

Total GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION 272,659.20 265,167.00 7,492.20

Total OCCUPANCY COSTS 72,655.81 76,645.00 (3,989.19)

Total PAYROLL EXPENSES 299,936.44 272,406.00 27,530.44

Total YOUTH AND EDUCATIONAL 934.00 2,500.00 0.00
Total Expenses 663,007.59 626,718.00 36,289.59
Net Operating Income (211,770.43) (208,119.00) (3,651.43)

4815 Eastern AVE Mortgage Principal Payments $ 6,806.69
OVERALL CHURCH SURPLUS (LOSS) (Operating and
Mortgage) ($218,577.12)
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FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Learning Center
January - December 2022 (PRELIMINARY)
Actual Budget over (under)
Budget
Income
4011 Learning Center Income 885,007.47 1,108,839.00 (223,831.53)
Total 4011 Learning Center Income 885,007.47 1,108,839.00 (223,831.53)
Total Income 885,007.47 1,108,839.00 (223,831.53)
Gross Profit 885,007.47 1,108,839.00 (223,831.53)
Expenses
LEARNING CENTER
Total Payroll Expense (L.C.) 601,743.35 723,930.00 (122,186.65)
Total Food and Classroom Supplies (L.C.) 31,479.36 52,594.00 (21,114.64)
Total Admin and Office Expenses (L.C.) 27,752.44 42,806.00 (15,053.56)
Total Occupancy Expenses/Cap Improvements (L.C.) 48,871.02 49,975.00 (1,103.98)
Total LEARNING CENTER 709,846.17 869,305.00 (159,458.83)
Total Expenses 709,846.17 869,305.00 (159,458.83)
Net Operating Income 175,161.30 239,534.00 (64,372.70)
Other Revenue
State and Local Grants 49,454.00 0.00 49,454.00
Total Other Revenue $ 49,454.00 $ 0.00 $ 49,454.00
Net Other Revenue $ 49,454.00 $ 0.00 $ 49,454.00
Net Revenue $ 224,615.30 $ 239,534.00 (14,918.70)
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Plateia
January - December 2022 (PRELIMINARY)
over (under)
Actual Budget Budget
Income
4140 Plateia Income (Onsite) 244,164.60  350,000.00 (105,835.40)
Total Income 244,164.60  350,000.00 (105,835.40)
Cost of Goods Sold
COST OF GOODS SOLD
Total Plateia CGS Expenses 93,283.24  148,750.00 (55,466.76)
Total COST OF GOODS SOLD 93,283.24  148,750.00 (55,466.76)
Total Cost of Goods Sold 93,283.24  148,750.00 (55,466.76)
Gross Profit 150,881.36  201,250.00 (50,368.64)
Expenses
PLATEIA EXPENSES
Total Occupancy Expenses (Plateia) 105,014.94 93,527.00 11,487.94
Total Payroll Expenses (Plateia) 17,778.45 54,591.00 (36,812.55)
Total Admin Expenses (Plateia) 16,411.00 15,000.00 1,411.00
Total Bus Dev/Marketing Expenses (Plateia) 14,127.00 17,500.00 (3,373.00)
Total PLATEIA EXPENSES 153,331.39  180,618.00 (27,286.61)
Total Expenses 153,331.39  180,618.00 (27,286.61)
Net Operating Income (2,450.03) 20,632.00 (23,082.03)
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR - FEBRUARY

Thursday, February 2

Sunday, February 5

Friday, February 10

Sunday, February 12

Saturday, February 18

Sunday, February 19

Saturday, February 25

Sunday, February 26

Monday, February 27

32 KOINONIA

The Feast of the “Presentation of our Lord”:
Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee:
Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
The Triodion begins today / Fast Free Week

St. Haralambos the Hieromartyr:
Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

Sunday of the Prodigal Son:
Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

The First Saturday of the Souls:

Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
Memorial service will be chanted for the departed in
Christ at the end of the Liturgy

Meatfare Sunday (Judgement Sunday):
Orthros: 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

The Second Saturday of the Souls:

Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
Memorial service will be chanted for the departed in
Christ at the end of the Liturgy

Forgiveness Sunday:
Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

First Monday of Lent - Clean Monday:
Great Compline Service 7:00 pm

FeBrUARY 2023




