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Message from FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS, PROTOPRESBYTER

How fast time flies. Already we are in the month
of February, and I hope that the omicron
pandemic will soon be a memory for all humanity.
It is sad to hear that millions of people are being
infected by this virus and that this virus is infecting
thousands of our young children. I understand that
the CDC and our local authorities are planning to
put into place new restrictions because of the high
level rising again in many states and throughout the
world. We are going through an era and plateau that
we never dreamed that we would face
all these tragedies and deaths that are
still happening around us. But one good
thing is that if we are fully vaccinated
then we are somehow protected from
going to the hospital thus saving us from
death. I hope and pray that this is the
last of this virus, and hopefully we can
go back to living our lives without fear
but with caution, of course. It is said that
this virus will always be with us just as
the common cold and flu that we face
every day of our lives.

The month of February is also a month that is on our
church calendar, which gives us the opportunity to
prepare on what is next and that would be preparing
for the Great Lenten Season. But here at Saint
Nicholas we are trying to be transparent as to what
lies ahead and what as we as a Parish and community
must do to continue down the path of fulfilling our
spiritual mission, while protecting and ensuring our
future. We all need to understand and grasp what this
Covid era did to our Parish and to our families, here
at the church. We know and acknowledge this Covid
virus is here and has infected and deterred the way we
live our lives. But this cannot continue to destroy our
spiritual lives. What I am trying to say here is we have

to get back to church and to continue our attendance
in the Divine Liturgy or we will soon abandon
ourselves from Christ. It has been two whole years
to see our families back in Church. We are not seeing
our young children in church and that really bothers
me because we always say that the present and future
of our faith and Church is our children. Well, if our
children are not coming to church with their parents,
then what can we say for the future of our church?
Some people tell me to put off telling parishioners
to come to church because it is going to
take a long time before it gets better. That
is not the answer to this problem. As I
stated above, it has been over 2 years now
that we have been battling this virus, and
there should not be any excuses why we
are not attending church on Sundays.

Saint John Chrysostom says it the best
when he writes: “The Sun may be shining
in all its brightness, but each one of us
is free to shut it out of our lives merely
by closing our eyelids” So, the Lord leaves every
decision up to us to make. So that means that we
must trust in our faith and make the right decision
when it comes to our spiritual future. Unfortunately,
people today are shutting the sun out of their lives
and are becoming accustomed to the darkness in
which they live. If this is true, then we are surely
making a wrong decision when we say that because
of the virus we are not attending church, because we
do not want our children infected by this virus. If
our children are being infected from this virus, they
are not being infected by coming to church. They are
being infected elsewhere. We all understand that we
have to fight this virus head on.

(Continued pg. 5)
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060 ypnyopa mepviel o  Kopdg, MoM

Bprokopaote otov pnva DePpovdplo kot
eamilo ott 1 MetdAdoén g [ovonuiog tov
Oppov OBa eivar ovvropao avapvnon yw. OAn
mv avOporomta. Elvar Avmmpd va akovue 6Ot
EKOTOUIVPLO AvOpmTTol £x0VV HOALVOEL Ao o TOV
TOV 10 KOl 0EV UTOPOVUE VO TG TEYOLLE OTL LTOG O
106 poAVVEL emtiong yAdoeg pikpd toudwd. I'vopilom
ot to CDC kot ot tomikég pog Apyég oyeddlovv
va Bécovv véoug meplopiopohs Kot oA,  Ady®
TOU LYNAOL EMMEIOV, MOV OVEAVETOL EOVA GE
moAléc TloMteieg aAAd Kou o€ OAOKANPO TOV
KOGHO. AlavOOLUE o ETOYT KOl £VOL GEVAPLO TTOV
dev pavralopactav moté 01t Ho avtipetomilope
OAEG OWVTEG TIG TPOyWdieg Kl TOvg BavaTovg oL
ocuoppaivoov axoun Yopw poc. AAAE 1O KOAO
elvar 0Tl €dv elpoote TANPOS eUPOAOGHEVOL,
TOTE EIPOOTE KATO KATOWO TPOTO TPOGTUTEVUEVOL
TEPLGGOTEPO OO TO VO TWOUE GTO VOGOKOUEIO
Y va pog cocovy and to Bdvaro. EAmilo won
TPOGEVYOLOL VTN VO €tvan 1 TeAevTaio HETAAAAEN
avtg g [Havomuiog, kot eEAnilom 6t o pmopovpe
VoL EMOTPEYOVUE OTN KoOnuepnvoOTTd pog ywpig
@OPo M Ttpocoyn. Aéve 6Tt avtdg 0 106 Ba petvel yio
mévto poll pog, OTmg Kot To KOO KPUOAGYM L Ko
n ypinn, mov avtipetonilovpe kdbe pépa g Lomg
pog. O pvog @efpovdprog ivar emiong Evag Pvog
7oV PpIicKETOL GTO EKKANGOGTIKO [LOG NLEPOADYIO,
7OV Hag Stvel TNV gukanpia Vo TPOETOLOGTOVLLE Y10,
70 Tt O aKoAovONGEL Ko TG Oo TPOETOUAGTOVE
vy Vv mepiodo g Meyding Zapoakoostig. AAG
€0 otov Aylo NikdAao mpoomabovpe va elpacte
SPOVELG OC TPOS TO TL LVRAPYEL UTPOCTH OGS
Kol TL mpEmel v kvovpe gueic wg Evopla kot
Kowomra, vy va ocvveyicovpe 6t0 HOVOTATL
NG EKTANPMONG TNG TVEVHUATIKNG LLOG OTOGTOANG,
TPOGTATEVOVTOS Kol S0 PAAILoVTOS TO LEALOV LOG.
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O)lot mpémet va KoTaAGBOvLLE Kot VO KATOVOOULLE TL
npokaAiece m emoyn tov Covid omv Evopia pog
KOl OTLG OIKOYEVELEG paG, Ko €00 otnv ExkAncia.
I'vopilovpe kar avayvaopilovpe 0Tt 0vTdg 0 10G TOV
Covid etvar €0, €xel LOADVEL KOl ETEPEACEL TOV
tpomo mov Lovue ™ Lo pog. H xatdotaon avt
OLMG 0V UTOPEL VO GUVEYIGEL VO KOTAGTPEPEL TNV
TVELUOTIKT] Lo L. AvTO Tov TPOooTadd VoL T 00
etvon 0T Tpémel va emotpéyovpe oty Exkinoio
KO VO GUVEXIGOVUE VO EKKANGLOLOUOGTE, OAAMMG
ocvvtopa Ba amopakpuvBovue amd tov Xpioto.
OvolooTIKA TEPAGHY OVO OAOKANPA YPOVIOL Y10 VO,
doVLE TIG OWKOYEVEEG Hog Ticw oty Exkincia.
Agv BAémovpe To Pkpd Toudld oV EKKANGioL Ko
aVTO pe eVoyAel TpayHoTikd Yot Aépe mévta 6t To
POV Kot T0 LEAAOV NG TtioTtng kot g Exkinoiog
pog eivar ta Toudd pog. Aowmdv, €dv to TodLd
nag dev épyovtar oty ExkAnoia pe tovg yoveic
TOVG, TOTE TL UTOPOVLLE VO, TTOVLLE Y10 TO LEAAOV TNG
exkAnoiog pog; Mepuoi pov Aéve va avafdiom to
evogyoevo vo £pBouv o1 evopites 6TV eKKANGia
ywoti O Tepdioet ToANg kKopdg péEypt va PerTimbet.
Agv glvar oot 1 amdvinon oto mpoPanua. Omwg
aVEQEPO, TTOPATAV®, £YOLV TEPAGEL TAV® OmO 2
POV Tdpa Tov TaAgvovpe pavtn ™ [avonuio
KoL OEV TPEMEL VAL VITAPYOLY IKALOAOYIEG VO NV
ekkAnoualeote tic Kupoés.

To Aéetr kaAdtepa o dyrog Iodvvng o Xpvoodotopog
otav ypaper: «O 'Hlog umopel va Adumer pe
OAN TOL TN EOTEWVOTNTA, OAAG O KoBEvag amd
eUdg elvar erevBepog var Tov amokAeicel amd
o 1oL KAeglvovtag amhmdg To PAEQOPE TOLY.

‘Eto1, o KOplog apnvel 610 ¥épt pog va Adfovpe

OTOL0ONTTOTE AMOPOGN, TTOL CTLLOAVEL OTL TPETEL VL
EUMIGTEVOLOGTE TNV TIGTH LOG KOL VO TAPOVLE TN
cmoTN andPact OGOV aPOPE TO TVELUATIKO LOG
(Continued pg. 6)
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

PROTOPRESBYTER FR. MICHAEL PASTRIKOS, PASTOR Tel: 410-633-5020 < Fax: 410-633-4352 + Cell: 443-742-8314

CHURCH SECRETARY
MARIA SALPEA

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS

PARISH COUNCIL

PRESIDENT - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS

VICE PRESIDENT - EMMANUEL THEOHARIS
TREASURER - NICK ARAVIDIS

ASSISTANT TREASURER - SOFIA XOURI
RECORDING SECRETARY - JOHN SFAKIANOUDIS
CORRESPONDENCE SECRETARY -

HARIKLEIA KOUKOULAS NEZIS

BOARD MEMBERS:

VASILIS ARGIROPOULOS, JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS,
JOHN FOTIOU, KATERINA PATRIKIOS JISSRI,
JOHN KEVAS, JOHN KOROLOGOS,

STANLEY SOURANIS, JOHN THEMELIS

PHILOPTOCHOS

IRENE VASILIOS, PRESIDENT

MARIA GEORGAKI, VICE-PRESIDENT

ZOE PERDIKAKIS, SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT
MARIA KARAGIANNIS, RECORDING SECRETARY
EVANYCHIS, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
STELLA KOUKIDES, TREASURER

CHRISTINE ZERVOS, ASSISTANT TREASURER
BOARD MEMBERS:

KATINA FOTINOS, PATTY KAFALLAS, NORA
KEFALAS, MARIA KOUTSOURI, EVAGELIA
SALIARIS, RENEE THEMELIS, TSAMBIKA
TRIANTAFILOS, KATINA YIANAKIS

CHOIR DIRECTOR/ORGANIST
PETE BISBIKIS

SEXTON
STANLEY CAVOURAS

CHANTER
DIMITRIOS APOSTOLOU

HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS
KATERINA PATRIKIOS, DIRECTOR
FOULA PARAGIOS & IRENE ANGELOS,
DANCE INSTRUCTORS

PAN-HELLENIC BOARD MEMBERS

METAXIA KARDIASSMENOS - HONORARY MEMBER
EFFIE KARAMBELAS - DANCE TEACHER

ANASTASIA HATZIEFTHIMIOU-LOUKAKIS - ASSISTANT
DANCE TEACHER, COORDINATOR OF THE ASSOCIATION
MEMBERS: SOULA SARIOGLOU, THEODOSIA TSAVARIS,
RENA BAGIATIS, VASILIKI MOROGIANNIS

DIAMONDS

ROSE TSAKALOS, PRESIDENT

ROZA CORNIAS, VICE-PRESIDENT

ANASTASIA VASILAKOPOULOS, SECRETARY
MARY SERAFIS, TREASURER

BOARD MEMBERS:

SOULA GIANNAKOULIAS, SOULA KAPETANAKOS,
EVALALLAS

G.0.Y.A.

RITA QUINTERO, HEAD ADVISOR

DEBBIE NISTAZOS

KATINA PALAS

RENA KOUTSANTONIS

NITSA ZDZIERA

EMILY SYROPOULOS

COACHES:

BOYS A & BOYS B TEAMS: DENNIS QUINTERO, JOHN PALAS
GIRLS A & GIRLS B TEAMS:JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS,
ANGELICA QUINTERO

G.0.Y.A. BOARD MEMBERS

PRESIDENT - ANASTASIOS PANDELIDIS

VICE PRESIDENT - MAXIMUS ZDZIERA

TREASURER - EVAN QUINTERO

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - SOFIA KOUMOUDIS
RECORDING SECRETARY - PANAGIOTA ZDZIERA
SERGEANT OF ARMS - NIKO KOSTRIVAS

HISTORIAN - MELINA NIKOLETOS AND GEORGE KOSTRIVAS

SUNDAY SCHOOL

PHAEDRA AVGERINOS AND SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS,
DIRECTORS

PHAEDRA AVGERINOS 10TH

NIKKI CANNING AND ROSE KOSTAKIS,

PRE-KINDERGARTEN

YANA KARABELAS, KINDERGARTEN

PENNY GERAPETRITIS & VASILIKI FONIADIKI, 1ST & 2ND

JENNA STAKIAS, 3RD & 4TH

STAVROULA SAKELAKIS 5TH

KALLIOPI CORNIAS & FLORA GIACOUMAKIS, 6TH

ELENI PIKOUNIS 7TH

MARIA FILIPPOU. 8TH & 9TH

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL: STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS
YIIEY®YNH TOY EAAHNIKOY ZXOAEIOY -
XTAMATIA IEPOMONAXOZ
PRE-K - KINDERGARTEN - ELENI MASTORAS &
XENIA PONTIDI
TTPONHITIO & NHITIAI'QI'EIO - EAENH MAXTOPA &
ZENIA TIONTIAH
FIRST GRADE - DESPINA LARENTZOU &
KATERINA IEROMONAHOS
A’ TAEH - AEZTIOINA AAPENTZOY &
KATEPINA IEPOMONAXOY
SECOND & THIRD GRADES - YVONNE GALETAKI
THIRD GRADE - KATERINA [EROMONAHOS
B’ & A’ TAZH - YBONNH TAAETAKH
THIRD GRADE - KATERINA [IEROMONAHOS
I TAEH - KATEPINA IEPOMONAXOZX
SIXTH GRADE - ELINA PAPADIMA
YT’ 1 TAEH - EAINA TTATTAAHMA
FIFTH & SIXTH GRADES - TWO GROUPS -
IRENE TSIATSOULI
E’ & XT’2 TAZEH - EIPHNH ANAXTAZIOY — TZIATXOYAH
ELLINOMATHIA - PANTELIS PSORAS
EAAHNOMAGEIA - TANTEAHZ WYQPAX
GREEK DANCE LESSONS
MARIA FILIPPOU, NIKI CANNING, MARIA AKALESTOS
MAG®GHMATA EAAHNIKOY XOPOY
MAPIA OIAIIIIOY, NIKH KANITK, MAPIA AKAAEXTOY

GREEK SCHOOL P.T.A.

DEMITRA STEFANONI, PTA PRESIDENT
PATRICIA O’DRUDY, VICE-PRESIDENT
ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS, TREASURER
PENNY ALAFASSOS, TREASURER
ALEXANDRA FORAKIS, SECRETARY
BOARD MEMBERS:

MINA BITSANIS

MARITSA ANGELOS

MARIANNA LERAKIS

YAL
FOULA PARAGIOS

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

IRENE VASILAKOPOULOS, CHAIRMAN
POPI PARAGIOS, ADRIENNE KOURTESIS,
FOULA PARAGIOS, IRENE ANGELOS

KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: MARCH 2022
SUBMISSIONS DUE: FEBRUARY 20%

Please email your article(s) to: msalpeas@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue.
All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear our beloved parishioners and friends of
St. Nicholas Church,

Moving forward with positive energy for a beautiful year, we
should always have in our minds the events of our Christianity
and draw strength from our faith in the divine events of our
church.

In a few days, The Feast of the Presentation of our Lord when
exactly forty days after His Birth, February 2, Joseph and
His Blessed Mother go to the temple of Jerusalem to dedicate
their Child to God. The righteous priest Symeon waits there
and welcomes the Messiah in his arms. It was such a joy to
see the Messiah with his own eyes, that people have
been waiting for him for centuries, that he prayed
and asked God at that hour of absolute joy to take
him to him. The Presentation of Christ in the temple
and the way Symeon received Him show the love
with which we always welcome people in our church.
And now, after the temptation of the pandemic, we
are waiting for you all again back in Saint Nicholas.
Let us live again the Presentation of our Lord, the
gathering and the love between us.

Another great event of February is the beginning of the Holy
Triodion, February 13, Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee.
Our journey to Easter begins. Ten weeks of preparation to
worship the Cross and Resurrection of our Christ. A beautiful
and all-encompassing period, during which we are called to
come closer to God but also to people. We have benn taught
that after the Cross always follows the Resurrection. So even
in the difficulties we are going through with the pandemic or
other challenges, we should not despair, because it is certain
that the Holy Light of the Resurrection will come, which will
overcome all darkness.

Ending a small tribute to our late Mrs. Sofia Vourvoula. A
woman who in her simplicity, kindness and pure heart hid
true wisdom and grace of God. And if Christ once said that
“if we do not become like children, we are not going to enter
Heaven”, then Mrs. Sophia is definitely in Heaven and in the
arms of God. Because she was His child. We are sorry that we
will not see her in church but we are sure that she did not leave
us, we will never forget her.

May the blessing of the Lord always accompany us!
With sincere love,
Stamatia leromonahos

President of Parish Council
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church of Baltimore, MD

4 KOINONIAX

Ayamnuévor pog evopites kot gidot Tov Ayiov NikoAdou,

Ipoywpwvrag e OeTiki] evépyein kot OKEYN Yiot picx GUOPPH XPOVIK
O pémel MAVTA Vor UTIGPYOVY OTHY OKEWH UAG To YEYOVOTX THG
Xprotiovootvg pog ke v avtAovue SOvaun amo Ty mioTH Hag
yuox Tew Oeicx peyovoTa THG eKKANTIRG pOg.

Ze Miyeg pépe n yiopth ¢ Yramavtiis, 0 Xpiotés pog “copavtiCer”.
Axpiws oapavta pépes petd v IEvvnon Tov, 2 Oefpovapiov, o
Iwone ko n Havayioo Mytépa Tov, mryaivovy otov vad, yix va
agepwoovy To moudi Tovs otov Od. Exel mepipéver xou vmodéyetal
oty aykahik Tov Tov Meooia o Sixaiog tepéag Zvpewv. Eiveu toon
1 xapd Tov Trov €ide pe o ptior Tov Tov Meoaia, mov Tov mepipievay
QUWOVES Kol aWVES 0L &vBpwriol, WoTe TpooevyOyKe Kol
{irnoe amd Tov Oed exeivy THY Wpa THSG ATOAVTHG YapAS
va ToV Téper kovtd Tov. H Ymamavts) Tov XpioTot Kot o
1pom0G Tov Tov vmodéyThke 0 Supewv Oeiyvel THY oy
UE TNV ool VTTOSEXOUKTTE TRVTOTE OTHY EKKANOT0L oG
T0VG avBpwmovg. Kau Tpa, VoTepar arid TV TElpaapd THG
navénuios, oo mepuévovue it oAovg atov Ay Nikoda.
Eldre va (joovpe ek v Yiamovts, myy ovvavinon
Ko THY apdn GAwv petadd pag.

Eva &Ado omovdaio yeyovis tov Defpovapiov eivar 1 apxi
Tov Tpiwdiov, 13 Pefpovapiov, Kvpiax tov Tedwvy kot Tov
Dapioaiov. Eexivier 1) mopeio pag mpog o Iaoyo. Aéka effSouddes
TIPOETOUNTIOG YIO VXL TIPOTKUVHOOUKE TOV ZTaUpO Kot THY Av&oTaon
10V Xp1o100 pas. Mio opop Keu KatavukTIKy mepiodog, Katd THy
omoie kaedovpaote v épBovye mo kovtd oTov Oed aAdd Ko aToV
ovvavBpwmo pag. Aidaokbpacte 01 petd Tov ZTawpd akolovOei
navra 1 Avaotaoy. Etor ko otig Suokodies mov mepvige pe iy
noavdnpio 1 pe GAes Soxipaoics dev mpémer vao ameAm{doaore,
yoeti eiveu BéPeuo 0t1 O épOet To Ayro Ows 16 Avdotaors, mov Oa
VIKHOEL OAQ Tor oKOTA 10X,

Tedewwvovtag éva pIKPO XQIEPWUN OTHY HOKAPLOTH] KUpia ogia
BovpPovAa. Evav avBpwmo mov péoa oty amAotne, THY
ayaBotnTa kou THY kalBopr kapdid TS Expufe adnbive copia ko
X&pn Tov Oeov. Kou av eime kdmote 0 Xpiotdg 6t “ av Sev yivovpe
ooy T Toudik, dev mpokertar v pmovpe otov Iapddeioo”, ToTe
n kvpia Zogix eivau ofyovpa atov Iapddeioo ko oTny aykahid
Tov Ocob. Lt frav moudi dikd Tov. Avmouaore mov dev Oo iy
PAémovpe oty exkAnoio aAA& ko eipaote oiyovpor 61 Sev épuye
aro kovtd pag, Sev O v Egydioovye moTé.

H evdoyia Tov Kupiov va pacg ovvipogeter mavto.
Me oefoopo ko aydmy

Zrapatia Iepopovayov

ITpdedpog Tov cupPoviiov

Ayiov Nikohdov BaAtipopng
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MESSAGE FROM FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS, PROTOPRESBYTER

(Continued from pg. 1)

We as a parish have taken extreme methods to protect our
families who come to church on a daily basis. I speak on
that subject with facts. We have the lowest rate of catching
the virus here at our church because we go out of our way,
to use everything in our power to protect our parishioners
who come to church. We sanitize the Church, the Learning
Center and all of the rooms in the school building. We are
trying our best as a community to protect everyone from
catching this virus. Let us not forget a great saying: “ You
can lead a horse to water but you can’t make it drink”

So, from now on, we need to begin living our lives solely
for our own salvation with Christ. We need to abandon our
former habits. We need to continue creating a community
that worships together and engages in fellowship. We
also need to understand that before we take our Lenten
Journey, we need to start planning now so that we can take
advantage of the incredible opportunity that comes to us
once a year. This is not only about our spiritual growth;
it is about the transformation and sanctification of the
entire world. So please start making your plans to come to
church with your family during the many services that our
Orthodox Church provides throughout the Great Lenten
Period, and please do not worry about the Omicron Virus.
As long as we follow the CDC guidelines by wearing our
masks and being fully vaccinated, we know that we will
be safe. Also, I will be looking forward to serving with
you and working alongside of you during this wonderful
Lenten journey. Remember this verse: Revelation 3:20

Here I am I stand at the door and knock.
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door,

I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

Feel free to open that door for Christ to come into your
life. You will truly see the difference, and your life will
mean something, and it will have a purpose.

May the Grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ be with

all of you. Have a blessed month filled with much health,
joy, and happiness.

S KOINONIA
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THE WEALTH IN FRIENDS

Could I but choose my kind of wealth,
I’d be the richest king,

To have a host of loyal friends
Whose hearts such treasures bring.
Not of the kind that gold can buy,
But courtesy and cheer,

A bit of sympathy, a prayer,

And sometimes jusl a Lear,

I then would be the earth’s richest man.
However the road would bend,

For waiting there at every turn

Would be a faithful friend.

- Paul Yani

Submitted by Eva Lallas
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Mnivopa Ano tov Hatépa My A. Ilaoctpko

(Continued from pg. 2)

LEAAOV. AVGTLYDG, 01 AVOPOTOL G LEPO OTOKAEIOVY
tov Ao amd 1 (on toug kKo cvvnbilovv oto
0K0TAO1 6TO 0moio Lovv. Av awto eivan aAnbeta, TOTE
ciyovpa Aapavoope pio AdBog amdpacn Otov AEUE
0Tl AMOy® Tov 100 Ogv TTyaivovpe oty ekkAncia,
emedn ogv BEAovE Ta TOdLA LLaG VO LOAVVOO DV aTtd
avtov tov 16. To oot pog av poivviovv and tov
10 0V LOADVOVTOLL LLE TO VAL EPYOVTOL GTNV EKKANGIaL,
woivvovtor aAAiov. Olot kotoAafaivoope 0Tt
TPETEL VO, TOAEUGOVLE KOTA péTmmo tov 10. Epeig
™G evopia £OVUE KAVEL aKPaieg O1OTKOGIES Y10l VL
TPOGTATEVGOVLE TIG OIKOYEVELES LOG TTOV EPYOVTOL
KaOnuepva oty ekkincio. Mvdo i avtd 10
Béua avtd pe yeyovota. ‘Exovpe to younAdtepo
T0GOGTO LOAVVOTG OO TOV 10 €0M GTNV EKKANGia
LOG, EMEON GELYOLUE OO TOV OPOUO LOG, Yo VO
YPNOLOTOMGOLVLE O,TL TEPVAEL A0 TO YEPT LLOG Y10,
VO TPOCTUTEYOLLLE TOVG EVOPITEG LLOG TTOL EPYOVTOL
oV exkAnoio. Amoivpdvovpe v ExkAncio, 1o
Kévtpo ExudOnong kot OAeg T1g oyolkég aibovoeg
tov Kmpiov. Kévoope 6,11 kaAdtepo pmopodpe
¢ Kowdmra yio va mpoctatehcovpe OA0LS omd
™M HOALVGT TOV 100. Ag unv Eexvaue (o pLeydn
mapoio. “Mmopeig va odnynoelg éva GAoyo 6To
vePO 0ALG OV UTTOPEIG VAL TO KAVELS VO TTLEL .

Amo TOpo Kol 6T0 €ENG, TPEMEL VO aPYICOVUE VOl
Cobue ™ (N HOG OTOKAEIGTIKA Yol TN O1KT LOG
cotpia pe tov Xp1o10. [pénet va eykataieiyovpe
T1g ToMEG pag ovvnetec. [pénel va cuveyicovpe vo
onpovpyovue pa Kowvdtra wov Oa exkAnoidleton
noli, ot Bo coppetéyel oty Kowvwvio. Ipémet
emiong vo KotoAdBoovpe Ot TP EEKIVIGOLLE TO
talior g Meyding Teooapakootg, mpémel va
apyicoope va oyedalovpe omd TOPO, OOTE VA
LTOPOVUE VO EKUETOAAEVTOOUE TNV OTIGTELTN

6 KOINONIA

gukalpio TOL LG EPYETOAL Lol POPA TO YPOVO. Agv
TPOKELTAL UOVO Y10, TNV TVELLOLTIKNY LOG avAmTusn,
OAAG yioL TN HETAUOPO®OT) KOl TOV Oyloid OAOL
TOV KOGLLOL. ZEKIVIOTE AOUTOV VOL KAVETE TaL GYEOL
o0 Yo vo. £pOETE GTNV EKKANGIO LE TNV OIKOYEVELL
o0G Katé TN JbpKeEW TOV TOAA®Y AKOAoLOOV
nov mopExel  OpBOdoEN Exkincia pog, kab’ 6An
mv mepiodo ¢ MeydAng ZapakooTtig, Kol oog
TOPOKOAD LNV OVIOLYEITE Yo TNV HETAALOEN TOV
100 Opkpov. Epocov axorovBodue Tig oonyieg
tov CDC, @op®dVTog TI§ HACKEG oG Kol EILAOTE
Tpog supollopévol , Eépovpe OtTL Ba eipoote
acpaleis. Eniong, avomopoved va vanpetiom poli
o0G, Kot VoL pyasTtd nali 6og, 6€ autd TO VITEPOYO
Ta&io1 TG ZopaKOCTIC.

OuunBeite V1o TO £GP0 ATToKOAVWYELS 3:20

Edm eipon
2TEKOOL GTNV TOPTOL KO Y TUTTAW
AV KATO10G 0KOVGEL TN WVT LOV
Kol avoiEeL TN TopTa
Oa unw Kot O pdow pali tov

Kot ovTog pali pov.

Nivote elebBepot vo avoi&ete v mOpTa Yo vo
¢pBet 0 Xp1otog ot (o cog. Oa deite TporypoTikd
™ opopd, N {on cag Bo onuaivel katt, Bo Exet
évav oKomo.

Evyopar m Xépn tov Kvpiov kot Zotpo pog

Incov Xpiotod va sivon pall coc. Na €yete Evav
ELAOYNUEVO UV LEe VYETD, Yopd Kot EVTUYiaL.
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SATURDAY OF SOULS - March 6, 13, & 20

SATURDAY OF SOULS

hrough the Apostolic Constitutions (Book VIII, ch.

42), the Church of Christ has received the custom to
make commemorations for the departed on the third, ninth,
and fortieth days after their repose. Since many throughout
the ages, because of an untimely death in a faraway place,
or other adverse circumstances, have died without being
deemed worthy of the appointed memorial services, the
divine Fathers, being so moved in their love for man, have
decreed that a common memorial be made this day for all
pious Orthodox Christians who have reposed from all ages
past, so that those who did not have particular memorial
services may be included in this common one for all. Also,
the Church of Christ teaches us that alms should be given
to the poor by the departed one’s kinsmen as a memorial
for him.

Besides this, since we make commemoration tomorrow
(Sunday, February 23rd) of the Second Coming of Christ,
and since the reposed have neither been judged, nor have
received their complete recompense (Acts 17:31; I Peter
2:9; Heb. 11:39-40), the Church rightly commemorates the
souls today, and trusting in the boundless mercy of God,
she prays to Him to have mercy on sinners. Furthermore,
since the commemoration is for all the reposed together,
it reminds each of us of his own death, and arouses us to

repentance.

The Kollyva are symbolic of the resurrection of the dead
on the day of the Second Coming of the Lord. St. Paul
said, “what you sow does not come to life unless it dies” (I
Corinthians 15:36), and St. John, “unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies,
it bears much fruit” (John 12:24).

Thus, as the wheat is buried in the soil and disintegrates
without really dying but is later regenerated into a new plant
that bears much more fruit than itself, so the Christian’s
body will be raised again from the very corruptible matter
from which it is now made; however, it will be raised not in
its previous fleshy substance but in an incorruptible essence
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which “will clad the
mortal body with an
immortal garment’,
in the words of St.
Paul (I Corinthians
15:53).

The Kollyva then,
the

Apostolically

symbolize

rooted hope in the
resurrection of the
dead as the only
that
gives meaning and attains the longed perfection on the part

eventuality

of the individual who takes his life to be a divinely ordained
meaningful living forever.

The 16th century Archbishop Gabriel of Philadelphia wrote
that the Kollyva are symbols of the general resurrection,
and the several ingredients added to the wheat signify so
many different virtues.

Apolytikion of Saturday of Souls
Plagal of the Fourth Tone

Only Creator who out of the depths of wisdom lovingly
govern all things and upon all bestow what is accordingly
best for them, give rest to the souls of Your servants, for
they have placed their hope in You, our Author and Maker
and God.

Kontakion of Saturday of Souls
Plagal of the Fourth Tone

Give rest, O Christ, among the Saints to the souls of Your

servants, where there is no pain, no sorrow, no grieving,
but life everlasting.
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YYX2XO0XABBATA

YYXXOXABBATA

Ta
@TIAYVOLHE KOAMVPa

YuyoodBpata

yla TV avamovon
TV ayannuévev
KEKOLUNUEVWY  pag
TPOOWTIWY.

Ti onuaivovv

T VAWKA
XPTOLHOTIOLOV E.

TIoL

KoAxXv P a
etolpdlovpe Ta
YuyoodaBPata (SnA.

T4 ZapPata mptv TIg
Kupraxég tng Anodkpew, tng Topivrg kat Tng A’ Nnoteiwv
™G MeydAng Teooapakootrg kat To ZaBPato mptv tnv
Kvprakny g Ievinkootng) kabwg kat kabe @opd mov
Oéhovpe va tedéoovpe oto Nad empvnuoovvn dénon
Yl THY aVATIAVON TWV AYATNHEVWY KEKOIUNUEVWY [LOG
TPOCWTIWV.

Ta kOMvBa ovpPolifouv v KOV avacTtacn Twv
avOpwmwv. An\, 6TwG 0 GTTOPOG TOL OLTAPLOV TEPTELOTN YN,
BdPetat kat wvedetat kat oamilet xwpic Opws va gBapei kot
0TI GLVEXELA PUTPWVEL KANVTEPOG KAL WPALOTEPOG, £TCL KAl
TO vekpo owpa tov avBpwmnov B&Petat otn yn kat canilet,
yta va avaotnOei kat Tat dpbapto kat £€v8o&o kat atbvtio.
Tnv wpaia avtn ekova pag Oidet o andotorog ITavlog
otnv A’ mpog KoptvBiovg Emotoln (keg. 12, otixol 35-44).
Tnv idia ewcdva ya v Avdotaor| Tov xpnotpomnoinoe kat
0 Xptotog (evayyého Iwavvn, keg. 12, otiy. 24).

To KOMwBa eivat éva amod ta o makatd XpLlotiavika é0ua
nov StatnpnOnke otn {wn ™ OpBodofov ExkAnaoiog kat
ovvdéeTal dueoa e Tovg kekotunpévovs. Ta koOAvPa eivat
OlTapt PPACHEVO TTOV KATA KAVOVA OTHEPA EXEL TN HOPQPT|
otoAopévou diokov pe Enpovg kapmovg, OTwg apdydaia,
KapvSLa, POVVTOVKLA, PLOTIKL K.t Kot Kupiwg Cayapn.
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Ta KoAPa mpoogépovTal 6TovG TapeVPLOKOUEVOVG O
pvnuoovva otnyv ekkAnoia, aAld kat Stavépovtar otn
ovvéxela o€ OLYYeVIKA 1] @LAtka omitia. To €010 poépxeTat
Ao Ta TAAALOTEPA XPLOTIAVIKA XPOVLA KAl £XEL OXEOT) [LE Tal
nepidetnva Twv EAAvwv kat AAAwV Aawv.

Ye kdBe mapadoon ta kOANVPa eival pépog tng Opnokeiag
HaG.

Ta vAka mpémet va eivar 9 ylati 9 eivar Ta Taypata Twv
ayyéAwv, evw To kdBe VAIKO éxel To Stkd TOV GLUPOALOUO.
1. Zitdpt: ot vekpoi (To ynvo atotyeio)

2. Zaxapn: n yhvkvtnta tov I[apadeicov

3. Zragideg: n Apnelog (o Xplotdg)

4. Maivtavog: 1 avamavorn «ev Tonw YAogpw»

5. Opuyavid Tppévn 1 covoau: To Xwpa («.a¢ eivat
eAAPPV TO XWHA TTOV TOV OKETALEL..»)

6. PoSt: Ta ehén tov Ilapadeioov, n Aapmpotnrta

7. Kavéha: n evwdia, Ta apdpata («..apOHACL EV UVAHATL
kndevoag anédeto..», «.qdpavav Tov TaQo at HupoPopot
popa..»)

8. ApovySoala: n evyovia, n (wr mov Swuwviletar pe
Tovg amoyovovg (avti ya apdydala pmopovv  va
xpnotpomnownBovv kapvdia)

9. Kovgéta (aonpévia kat Aevkd): Ta 00TA TOL HEVOLV
availoiwta kabwg to owpa eOeipetal.

Amolvtikiov
Plagal of the Fourth Tone

‘O BabeL cogiag PAavBpwTwG TEVTA OIKOVOH®Y, Kol TO
OLUPEPOV TACLY ATTOVEUWY, HOVE ANLOVpYE, AVATAVGOV
Kvpte tag yoxag t@v dovAwv cov- €v ool yap ThHv éAmida
&vébevTo, T® o Kol TAAOTN Kai Oed HUDV.

Kovtéxiov
Plagal of the Fourth Tone

Meta t@v Ayiwv avdnavoov XploTé, Tag Yuxag TtV

SovAwv cov, €vBa ovk €oTt TOVOG, 00 AVTN, 00 GTEVAYUHOG,
A& Cwr) dtelevTnTog.
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SATURDAY OF SOULS - Praying for our Departed Loved Ones

t no matter what age of life we die,
Awe always see death as a distortion

of our existence. Death portrays
a horrible tragedy because it is the fruit
of evil in the world. We were not created
to die. When Almighty God created the
first man Adam, and Woman Eve, in his
own image and likeness, he meant for all
humanity to live for eternity with Him.
Since God has no end, He desired for His
beloved creation to dwell in His infinite
love forever. This is why, deep within each
of us, we all sense an innate desire for life!
From this prospective, death is fearful, and
something we despise. And yet, although
we can see death as the greatest evil, St.
Paul counsels us “not to mourn as those
who do not have hope” He advises us
never despair over the dead, because “if we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so God will bring with Him those who have
fallen asleep in the Lord” ( 1 Thess 4:14)
For all of us who have believed in Christ
and walked with Him in the newness of
life here and now, death becomes but a
doorway into the fuller union with Him.
This is why St. Paul could say, “For me to
live in Christ and to die is gain.” ( Phil 1:21)
The Apostle Paul goes on to say, “If we
have been united through Baptism in the
likeness of Christ’s death, we also shall be
united in the likeness of His resurrection.
(Rom 6:4-5)

On Saturday, March 6th, March 13th, and
March 20th, we celebrate in our Church
the SATURDAY OF THE SOULS. We all
have loved ones who have passed away,
and as a Church we never forget them. At
each Divine Liturgy, the Priest reads all the
names of the Living as well as the departed
faithful in the service of the Oblation. This
service is prepared on the left side of the
Altar during the Orthros service and this
is where the names of the living and the
dead are read and commemorated. Also the
names of the departed are also mentioned
during the Divine Liturgy. We also have
Memorial services throughout the vyear,
where we as Orthodox Christians have the
opportunity to commemorate our loved
ones during the Divine Liturgy on Sundays,
as well as Week day services. We also have
the opportunity to pray for them and to
remember them on their anniversaries

We are always inquisitive when it comes
to question the purpose of our memorial
service and why do we pray for the dead?
To answer this question, we must first
understand clearly how we, as Orthodox
Christians view death itself. Although
death is the culmination of evil in our
world, for Christians our faith in Jesus
Christ transforms death. For one who is
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united to our Lord here on earth, death is
no longer a fearful and tragic conclusion to
one’s life. it is but an entrance way into a
new beginning.

Death itself may seem like an uncertain,
even fearful journey, and yet as Christians
we know who awaits us on the other side.
Our Lord Jesus Christ is there lovingly
waiting, with His arms outstretched,
ready to embrace us in deeper union with
Himself, and welcome us into our eternal
home.

As Christians we can face death with hope,
knowing that our loving, and merciful and
compassionate Lord awaits us! Divine Love
is greater than death. St. Paul even dares
to say, “Death has been swallowed up in
victory!” The victory of divine love.

Metropolitan Anthony Bloom wrote: “ A
person bereaved should never say “We
loved one another” We should always say
“ We love each other” If we allow our love
to become a thing of the past, we have to
recognize that we do not believe in the
continuing life of the person that died.

Well, this same love 1is central to
understanding the Saturday of the souls
in the Orthodox Church . We remember
and pray for the dead because of God’s
divine love for us, and our sacred love for
one another. We express our love to our
departed ones through our prayers, which
reaffirm that those who have died are not
dead to us, nor to God. Our love for one
another continues even after death.

St. Paul teaches, “Love never ends” The
Church understands well this precept, and
therefore, continues to pray for the dead
always. Since love never ends, our prayers
never end; our communion with the
departed never end; our union with them
through Christ never ends. Our prayers for
the dead reveal in a most beautiful way our
understanding of the Church as the Body
of Christ both here on earth and in heaven.
We are one Church, which includes those
struggling here on earth, together with
those who now live in fuller union with God
in paradise. Just as we pray for one another
here on earth, we also pray for those who
have departed. The Body of Christ is not
just the members who we see each week in
Church. The Church is also the saints who
we see in the icons, and the beloved faithful
who have died and live in Christ. That is
why before each Divine Liturgy, when the
Priest prepares the bread which will be
used for Holy communion, the priest offers
prayers for the living as well as those who
have fallen asleep in the lord. There is no

separation in our prayers for the living and
the dead. Divine love unites us all together,
as on Church.

On the Saturday of the Souls, as well as
every Divine Liturgy and Memorial service
that are conducted in the Church we pray
for the dead because we love them. And we
also need to understand that God hears our
prayers and unites all of us together and
our prayers do help others in their own
union towards their Creator.

Fr. Thomas Fitzgerald, a professor at
Holy Cross Theological School, writes,
“Death alters but does not destroy the
bond of love and faith which exits among
all the members of the church. Orthodoxy
believes that through our prayers, “those
who have fallen asleep in the faith and
the hope of the resurrection” continue to
have opportunity to grow closer to God.
Therefore the church prays constantly for
her members who have died in Christ. We
place our trust in the love and forgiveness.
we pray that god will forgive the sins of the
faithful departed and that He will receive
them into the company of Saints in the
heavenly Kingdom?”

Of course, some who have died have not
lived a righteous life of faith and love
in Christ Jesus. Even for such as these,
we still pray with hope. We know that
God’s unfathomable mercy and love is
immeasurably greater than any sin or
shortcoming of a person, no matter how
evil.

Therefore, by turning to this ocean of
love in prayer, we believe as Orthodox
Christians that our prayers in some way
are a part of the mystery of God, and
hopefully our prayers bring in some way
comfort and benefit to the person we pray
for! As a symbol of this hope we have for
the dead, it is traditional for the family to
bring a bowl of boiled wheat to the Church
for the Saturday of the Souls ( as well as for
Memorial Services). This wheat, known as
“Kolyva” in Greek, reminds us of the words
of our Lord Jesus Christ spoke, “Unless the
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,
it remains alone; but if it dies it produces
much fruit” (Jn 12:24) When we celebrate
the Saturday of the Souls during the three
Saturday’s before Great Lent begins, we are
affirming that death is not the end. death
never has the final say in our journey of
faith!
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YYXOXABBATA - ITAPOXEYXOMAXTE I'TA TOYX AITIEAGONTEX

ATAITHMENOYX MAX XYTTENEIX

Zs omota nAwia {wng ki av
neBaivovpe, mavra PAémovpe
Tov Bavato wg mapapopewaon Tng
vrapéng pag. O Bdvatog anetkovilet
po  @piktr  tpaywdia,  emedn
AVTIMPOCWTIEVELOTO KOOHO TO KAPTIO
Tov kakoV. Agv dnuiovpynOnkape
yia  va meBavoope. Otav o
[MTavtodvvapog Oedg dnuiovpynoe
ToV TPWTO &vdpa, Tov Adau kat Tn
Tvvaika, v Eva, kat’ ewova kat
ka®’ opoiwor| Tov, okomeve va {oet
OAn n avBpwnodtnta padi Tov otnv
atwviotnTa. EQdoov o @edg dev éxel
Téhog, emBupovoe n ayannuévn Tov
dnuiovpyia va katokel yla mavta pe
v anépavtn ayann Tov. IV avtd,
Badid péoa otov kabéva pag, oot
atoBavopaote pia ueutn embupia
yta on! Amd avtr| TV TpooTnTIK,
o Bavatog eivar @oPepdg kat KATL
mov meplppovovpe. Ki opwg, av
Kat pmopovpe va dovpe to Bavato
WG To HeyaldTtepo Kakod, o Aytog
[Tavhog pag ovpPovieder «va pn
Opnvobue wg ekeivol mov dev €xovv
eAmida». Mag ovuPovAever  va
Unv ameAm{opaocTte TOTE Yl TOVG
VEKPOUG, Ylati «av TOTEVOVE OTL O
Inoovg mébave kat avaotrOnke, £tot
Kato O@eogOa gépetpali Tov ekeivovg
nov kounOnkav ev Kvpiw». (1 O¢o
4:14). Tia 6AovG epdg oL TOTEYaLE
otov Xptoto kat Padicape padi Tov
otV kawvovpyta {wn e8d kat Twpa,
0 Bdvatog dev eival mapd pa moOpTA
yta v mAnpéotepn évworn padi Tov.
Avtog eival 0 AdYog yla Tov omoio o
Ayiog ITavhog Ba propovoe va met,
«la péva 1o va {fow ev Xplotw kat
va nefdvw, eivat képdogy. (DI 1:21)
O Andotohog ITadlog ovveyilet
Aéyovtag: «E&v evoOnkape péow
Tov Bantioparog pe tnv opoiwon
tov Bavatov Ttov Xptotov, Oa
elpaote emiong evouévolr pe TNV
opoiwon g avaotaong Tov. (Pwp.
6:4-5).
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To Zapparto 6 Maptiov, 13 Maptiov
kat 20 Maptiov eoptdlovpe otnv
EkkAnoia pag 1o ZABBATO TQN
YYXQN. OMot éxovpe ayamnuéva
npdowmTa oV EQuyav and TN (wr
kat w¢ ExkkAnoia dev tovg Eexvape
noté. Xe kabe Oeia Aertovpyia o
Iepéag StaPddet Oha ta ovopata twv
ZOVTWV KA WS KAl TWV EKALTIOTTVTWYV
TMOTWV ~ OTNV  VTnpecia  Ttov
Aglepwpatog. H Aettovpyia avth
etolpdletar oty aplotepr mAevpd
tov Iepov, kata T Aetovpyia
tov OpBpov, kat exei StaPafovrat
Kal  {VvnuovevovTal Ta ovOopata
Twv (OVTOV KAl TV  VEKPWV.
Emniong kata tn Ocia Asitovpyia
UVIHOVEVOVTAL TA OVOHATA TWV
EKATTOVTWY. ‘Exovpe  emiong
Mvnuoovva ka®” 6An 1 ddpketla
TOL £TOVG, 6TV gpei wg OpBodogot
Xplotiavol €xovpe TNV gvkatpio va
UVIHLOVEVTOVHE Ta AyaTnHEVA HOG
npoowna kKatd TN Sdpkela NG
Oelag Aeitovpyiag T Kuprakég,
kabwg  kat TG ePdopadiaieg
akolovbBieg. Exovue emiong tnv
evkalpia va mpooevxnbobue yla
auTovG Kat va Tovg upopaote oTig
EMETEIOVG TOVG.

Eigaote mavta mepiepyor  oTOV
TMPOKELTAL VA AUPLOBNTHoOVE
TOV OKOTO TOV WUVNUOOLVOL HaG,
Kol ylati TpooguXOUAOTE Ylo TOVG
vekpovg; [la va amavrnoovue oe
aUTO TO EPWTNUA, TIPETEL TIPWTA VOl
Katavonoovpe kabapd mwg epeig, wg
OpBodoot Xpiotiavoi, PAémovpe
tov 8o tov Odvato. Av kat o
Bdvatog eivat To amokopvPwWuaA TOV
KOKOU OTOV KOOUO HAG, Ylo TOUG
Xplotiavotg n miotn pag otov Inoov
Xplotd petapopewvel tov Bdvarto.
[ta k&molov mov eival evwpeévog pe
tov Kopto pagedw otn yn, o 0avarog
dev eival ma pia TPOHAKTIKY Kat
Tpaykn katdAnén otn {wn kamotov,

Sev eival mapd évag Tpomog L6OSov
o€ o vEa apym.

O 8io¢ o Bdavarog umopei va
aivetar oav éva afépfato, akoun
Kal TPOHAKTIKO Ta&idl, kat Opwg
wg Xplotiavoi &povpe molog pag
TEPIHEVEL 0TV AAAn  TAevpa.
O Kupog pag Inoovg Xpiotog
meplpével  ekel  pe  aydmn, pe
amlwpéva ta xépta Tov, étotpog
va pag aykadidoet oe Pabvtepn
évwor pe Tov eavto Tov kat va pag
KAAwOOpPIoEL 0TO ALWVIO OTITL HAG.

Q¢ Xplotiavol  pmopobpe  va
avtiuetTwnicovge  tov  Bdvarto
pe eAmida, yvwpilovtag 6Tt 0
OTOPYIKOG,  @UAebomAayxvog  Kat
ovpnovetikog  Koptog  pag  pag
nepipével!l H Oeia Aydmn eivat
peyaAvtepn amd tov Odvato. O
Aytog TTavhog ToApdel paiiota va
net: «O Bdvatog kataPpoyxdiotnke
anod tn viknl». Tn vikn g Oslag
Ayamng.

O MnrtpomoAitng Avtovi Mmovp
¢ypaye: “Eva dtopo mov mevOei Sev
Tipémel TOTE va Aéel “Ayamnoape o
évag tov dANo” Tlpémel mavta va
Aépe “Ayamape o €vag tov aiio.”
Eav agnoovpe tnv aydmn pag va
yiver TaperBov, avayvwpilovpe ot
dev mioTedovpe OTN OLVEXION TNG
{wng Tov atopov mov TEdave.

‘Etot, avtr 1 idta aydmn eivae i) Béaon
yla va katavonoovpe to Zappato
Twv  Yyoxwv oty OpBodoén
ExxAnoia. Ouuduaote Kat
T(POCEVXOHAOTE Yl TOVG VEKPOUG
egattiag tng Ogikng aydnng Tov Oeov
YLlo EHAG KAl TNG LEPNG HaG aydmng o
évag yta tov dAlov. Ekgpdlovpe tnv
AYATI POG 0TOVG VEKPOUG Hag Héoa
and TIG TPOOEVXEG WMAG, Ol OTOlEg
emPePaidvouy OtL doot mEBavav
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YYXOXABBATA - TAPOXEYXOMAXTE I'TA TOYX AITIEAGONTEX

ATAITHMENOYX MAX XYTTENEIX

dev eivat vekpoi o0Te yia gpag, ovte
yla Tov @€0. H aydnn pag tov evog
Tpog Tov dANov cvuveyiletal akoun
Kat petd to Odvaro.

O Ayiwog Ilavdog Siddoker: «H
ayann Odev tehewwver moté». H
ExkkAnoia xatavoei kaAd avtn tnv
€VTOAT}, KAl WG €K TOVTOV, vasxiCz-:l
Vo TIPOOEVXETAL TAVTA Yl TOVG
vekpovg. Agdopévov OTL 1 aydmn
dev Tedelwvel TOTE, Ol TPOOEVXEG
pag Sev  telewvovv moté. H
KOLvwvia pag Pe TOVG avayxwpnTEG
dev Tedewwvel TOTE. 1 €vwon pag
He avtovg péow Tov XpLotov Sev
telewwvel moté. Ot TPOOEVXEG pag
Yyl TOvG VEKPOUG ATOKAAVTITOVV
HE TOV TLO OHOPPO TPOTMO TNV
Katavonon pag yta tnv ExkAnoia wg
10 Zwpa Tov XpLotov 1600 0w 0TN
yn 6co kat otov ovpavo. Eipaote
o EkkAnoia, n omoia mepthapfavet
autovg Tov aywvifovtar €8 otn
Y1 padi pe exeivouvg mov {ovv Twpa
oe mAnpéotepn Evwon pe Tov Oeo,
otov mapadeico. Axpwg Omwg
TIPOCEVYOHACTE 0 £VAG YL TOV AAAOV
edw 0N YN, TPOOELVXOUAOTE ETIONG
Kal Yl 600vg £xovv @OyeL. To Zwpa
tov Xptotov Sev eivar anlwg Ta
péAN mov PAémovpe kabe efdopdda
otmnv ExkkAnoia. H EkkAnoia eivat
emiong ot aylot mov PAémovye OTIg
€IKOVEG KAl Ol Ayamnuévol TioTol
nov méBavav kat (ovv ev Xplotw.
IV avtd mpwv and kdbe Ocia
Agttovpyia, 6tav o Iepéag etolpdlet
Tov dpto mov Ba ypnotpomoinOei
ya N Ocia Kowvwvia, mpooedyetat
yta tovg {wvtavoivg kabwg kat yia
600vG £xouv KotpnOei ev Kupiw. Aev
VTTAPXEL SLAXWPLOHOG OTIG TTPOTEVXEG
Hag ya {wvteg kat vekpots. H Beia
ayamnn pag evavet OAovg padi, Omwg
kat otnv ExkAnoia.
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To Zdappato twv Yoxwov, kabwg
kat oe kdbe Oeia Aeitovpyia kat
Mvnuoovvo mov TeAeitar otV
ExkAnoia, mpooevxopaote  yia
TOVG VEKPOUG Ylati TOVG ayartdyLe.
[Ipénet emiong va kataldPovpe
0Tl 0 OedG AKOVEL TIG TPOOEVXEG
Hag Kal pag evwver 0Aovg StoTL ot
TPOCEVXEG Hag OVTwG fonbolv Tovg
dAAovg ot Stkn TOVG €vwoT) e ToV
Anpovpyo tovg.

O n. O Topag Ditlépatvr,
kabnyntg otn Oeoloyikn ZxoAn
tov Twlov  Zravpov, ypaget
“O Bdvatog aAldle, aArd Sev
KATAOTPEPEL TOV SO0 TNG Aydnng
Kol TNG moTng mov LITAPXEL avapEoa
oe Oha Tta pEAN TG ekkAnoiag.
H OpBodofia miotever 6Tt péow
TWV TPOCELXWV [aAG, “O0O0L £XOLV
KotpnOei pe T miotn kat Ty eAmida
™G avdotaons» ovvexilouv  va
gxouv TNV gukaipia va mAnoldcovv
Tov ®ed. Qg ek TOVTOV, N ekkAnTia
TIPOCEVXETAL OLVEXWDG Yla Ta LEAN
™G mov €xovv amoflwoet ev XploTw.

‘Exovpe epmotoovvn otnv aydmn

kat T ovyxwpeorn. Ilpooegvyouaote
0 ®g0g va oLYXWPNOEL TIG apapTieg
TwV TOTOV Tov anePiwoav kat va
Tovg dextel 0T CLVTPOPLA TWV
Ayiwv 010 ovpdvio Bacileton.

Quotkd, oplopévol  moOv  ExOLV
neBavel, dev €xovv {foet Sikaun
{wn, pe miotn Kt ayann otov Inoov
U XploTo. Akoun kat yta avTtovg,
egakolovBolpe va mpooevyOpaoTE
pe eAmida. Ivwpilovpe OTL TO
aveyviaoto éAeog kat 1 aydmn Tov
OeoV eival achyKkpLTa peyaAvTepn
anod kabe apaptia 1} EAATTOUA EVOG
avBpwmov, 600 Kakr KL av eivat.

Emopévwg, otpepopevol oe avtov
TOV WKEAVO AYATING OTNV TPOCELXT),
TIOTEVOVIE wg OpBodogot

XpLoTIAVOLOTLOLTIPOCEVXEG LAGKATA
KATIOLO TPOTIO AOTEAOVV UEPOG TOV
puotnpiov Tov Ogov kat ekmiCovpue
OTL OL TPOOEVXEG HaAG  PEPVOLY
KOTA KATOLO TPOTO TapnyopLd Kat
w@éAel 0TO GTOMO Yl TO OTOi0
npooevxopaote! Qg ovuPforo avtrg
™G eAmidag mov €xovpe yia TOLG
vekpovg, eival Tapadootakd  ya
TNV OLKOYEVELX VL QEPVEL £V UTTOA
e Bpaopévo ottapt otnv EkkAnoia
yta 1o ZdpPato twv Yuxawv (kabwg
Kal yla Ta pvnuoovva). Avtd Tto
otapL, yvwoto wg «KolwPar ota
eAAnvikd, pag Bupiler ta Aoyl
tov Kvpiov pag Inoov Xpiotov
nov eine: «Zag StaPefatwvw, edv o
KOKKOG TOV oltaptoly 8ev méon ato
X0po kat dev amoBdvn, avtdg pével
uovog. Eav opwg omapn kat taen
elg TNV ynv, tote PAactdver kat
@épet MOV kapmovs. (lw. 12:24).
Otav yoptalovpe t0 XZaPBato
Twv Yuxwv katd ta tpia ZaPPata
npv and v évapén g Meydng
Teooapakootng, PePaidvovpe OTL
o Bdvatoc dev eivar to Téhog. O
Oavatog Sev éxel ToTE TOV TEAevTaio
Aoyo oto takidt Tng miotng pag!
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PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE - Wednesday, Feb 2"

Presentation of Christ in the Temple

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

www.goarch.org

Introduction

This feast, celebrated on February 2, is known
in the Orthodox Church as The Presentation
of Christ in the Temple. Another name
for the feast is The Meeting of our Lord.
Roman Catholic and Protestant Christians
call the feast, The Purification of the Holy
Virgin. About 450 AD in Jerusalem, people
began the custom of holding lighted candles
during the Divine Liturgy of this feast day.
Therefore, some churches in the West refer to
this holy day as Candlemas. The Feast of the
Presentation concludes the observances related
to the Nativity of Christ, a period that opened
on November 15 with the beginning of the
Nativity fast.

Biblical Story

The story of the Presentation is told in Luke
2:22-29. Mary and Joseph were faithful Jews
and observed their religious customs. An
important custom was for the couple to take
their first-born son to the Temple. The baby
was taken to the Temple forty days after his
birth and was dedicated to God. In addition, if
the parents were wealthy, they were to bring a
lamb and a young pigeon or a turtle dove to be
offered as a sacrifice at the Temple. The custom
provided that if the parents were poor, they
were to offer two pigeons or two turtle doves
for the sacrifice.

When Jesus was forty days old, Mary and
Joseph took Him to the Temple in Jerusalem.
They were not wealthy, so they took two turtle
doves with them to offer as a sacrifice at the
Temple. As they arrived at the Temple, Mary
and Joseph were met by a very old man named
Simeon. He was a holy man and was noted as
a very intelligent scholar. Simeon spent much
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time studying about the prophets of Israel. It
was during his studies that he learned of the
coming of the Messiah. The Jewish people
were waiting for the Messiah to come and
deliver Israel from their conquerors. From that
time on, Simeon spent his time praying for
the Messiah to come. He spent many years in
prayer. Finally, while Simeon was praying he
heard the voice of God. God promised Simeon
that he would not die until he had seen the
Messiah.

When Simeon saw Jesus, he took the baby in
his arms and blessed the Lord and said:

“Lord, now let Your servant go in peace
according to Your promise, because my eyes
have seen Your
salvation which you have prepared before the
face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation
to the Gentiles, and the glory to your people
Israel”

Also, in the Temple was Anna the Prophetess.
She had been a widow for many years. Anna
was about eighty-four years old and spent her
time in the Temple worshiping, fasting, and
praying. When she saw the Christ Child she
praised God and spoke of him to all who were
awaiting the Messiah.

After Jesus was presented in the Temple,
the family returned to Galilee to the town of
Nazareth. The Bible tells us that Jesus grew and
became strong, and was filled with wisdom.

Icon of the Feast

The Holy Icon shows that the meeting takes
place inside the Temple and in front of the
altar. The altar has a book or a scroll on it

and is covered by a canopy. The Theotokos
stands to the left and is holding out her hands
in a gesture of offering. The one hand of the
Theotokos is covered by her cloak or as it is
known, the maphorion. She has just handed
her Son to Simeon.

Christ is shown as a child, but He is not in
swaddling clothes. He is clothed in a small
dress and his legs are bare. Jesus appears to
be giving a blessing. Simeon holds Jesus with
both hands which are covered. This shows the
reverence Simeon had for the Messiah. Simeon
is bare headed and there is nothing to show that
he is a priest. Some biblical scholars say that
Simeon was probably a priest of the Temple or
a Doctor of the Law.

Joseph is behind the Theotokos. He is carrying
the two turtle doves for the sacrifice. Anna
the Prophetess is also standing behind the
Theotokos and is pointing to the Christ child.

The words Simeon spoke when he saw the
Christ Child are known as “St. Simeon’s Prayer”
This prayer is sung daily at the evening Vespers
services of the Orthodox Church.

In the Orthodox Church, both baby boys
and baby girls are taken to the Church on the
fortieth day after their birth. This is done in
remembrance of the Theotokos and Joseph
taking the infant Jesus to the Temple.

The Orthodox Celebration of the
Feast of the Presentation

This Feast of our Lord is celebrated with the
Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom,
which is conducted on the day of the Feast
and preceded by the Matins service. A Great
Vespers is conducted on the evening before
the day of the Feast. Scripture readings for
the Feast are the following: at Great Vespers
— extracts from Exodus 12:15-13:16; Leviticus
12 and Numbers 8; Isaiah 6:1-12, and 19:1,3-
5,12,16,19-21; at Matins — Luke 2:25-32; at the
Divine Liturgy - Hebrews 7:7-17 and Luke
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EXPLANATION OF LENTEN SERVICES

GREAT COMPLINE SERVICE
Monday Evenings 7:00 pm

Compline in Greek is “Apodeipno” meaning after
dinner. The Compline service in monasteries is
traditionally offered after dinner. We have two
services of the Compline, The Small and the Great
Compline. The one that is chanted in our churches
during Lent is the “Great Compline Service”. This
service consists of the reading of Psalms and the
chanting of hymns related to combating sin in
the evening hours and during sleep. The Great
Compline Service is a wonderful way to begin the
week.

PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY
Wednesdays, 7:00 pm

The Presanctified Liturgy is a service celebrated
on Wednesdays during Great Lent. The Liturgy is
called Presanctified because the consecration of
the Holy Gifts ( Holy Eucharist) takes place on the
preceding Sunday. The Presanctified Liturgies in
the Early Church were celebrated over the tombs
of the Saints.

They are offered during Lent to the faithful for
more opportunities to receive Holy Communion
during the most Holy Period of the Church Year.
The question frequently comes up regarding
fasting before the evening Presanctified Liturgy.
The faithful make every effort to eat a light Lenten
meal near 12:00 in the afternoon. We should do
our best to keep at least a 6 hour fast before the
Liturgy.

The first part of the service is a Vespers with
beautiful readings from the Psalms. The last part of
the service is a Divine Liturgy. During the readings
of the psalms the Presanctified Gifts are transferred
from the altar table, the Proskomide(Oblation
Table). The Presanctified Liturgy is unique
because the mood of the service is very solemn.
The Liturgy is traditionally considered to be the
effort of St. Gregory of Rome 6th century Bishop).
I encourage everyone to participate in as many of
these Liturgies as possible. There is no reason why
the children should be absent from these beautiful
services. This would be a wonderful time to help
them understand what a Presanctified Liturgy is.
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AKATHIST HYMN ( SALUTATIONS TO THE
VIRGIN MARY) AKATHISTOS
Friday Evenings, 7:00 pm

“Akathistos” in Greek means standing up and
not sitting down. In the Orthodox Tradition the
people offer this service standing up the entire
time(Elderly, the sick, and small children are
permitted to sit).

It is believed the Akathist Service was composed
and offered to the Mother of God in the year 626.
That year Constantinople was saved from the siege
of the Avars and Persians. The entire service is
a poetic canon dedicated to the Mother of God
“The Theotokos” The Akathist Service is known
as one of the hymnological masterpieces of the
Church. The service is both historical as well as
Theological. We hear hymns expounding the belief
in the Incarnation of the Lord and the salvation
of those who believe in Him. The hymns are not
only offered to the Lord and the Virgin Mary, but
also to St. John the Baptist, Gabriel the Archangel,
the Shepherds and Wise Men worshipping Christ.
Most agree the Akathist Service is the most
emotional of all the Lenten Services. Make this
Lenten journey a family experience.

FASTING

Fasting must be undertaken willingly and not by
compulsion. (Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos). God
doesn’t need our fasting. We don’t fast as a kind
of personal punishment for our sins. We cannot
pay God back for our sins but we can only confess
them to Him to receive forgiveness. Fasting with
willing spirit and not just with an attitude of
tulfilling a religious obligation means that we keep
the purposes of fasting always before us which is to
develop self control. Fasting is simplicity of eating.
We leave the table not with loaded stomachs. Being
a little hungry during the day becomes a constant
reminder of God, of our dependence on Him, and
of the fact that the Lord, alone can give us “food
that lasts for eternal life”

In fasting and prayer, He reveals Himself to us as

our true food and drink.
- John 6:27
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °* NEW JERSEY

IePpA MHTPOITIOAIXZ NEAX IEPXEHX

January 26, 2022

To the Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy
And the Esteemed Principals/Directors and Teachers
Of the Greek Education Schools of the Sacred Metropolis of New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

I hope and pray this email finds you well. As was announced in a previous
communication, with the blessing of His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America,
this year our Metropolis has changed the format for the Annual Three Hierarchs/Greek
Letters Celebration, as instead of an in person gathering we have organized an Essay
Contest for the students of the Hellenic Education Schools.

This Three Hierarchs/Greek Letters Essay Contest is open to all of the students
who are currently in the 6" and 7% grades in their parish Greek School and will be
competing against other children within their geographical region. Therefore, for this
contest the Metropolis will recognize a winner in each of the five regions of our sacred
Metropolis (Northern New Jersey District 1, Northern New Jersey District 2, Delaware
Valley, Maryland, and Virginia). In addition, please know that we will also have a
Metropolis wide category of the Essay Contest that is open to all students in the 8" and
9t grades where there will be one winner from the Metropolis.

The two topics that the students may choose from for this Three Hierarchs/Greek
Letters Essay Contest are:

1. Ti bibdypuata ymopovv va Aafovv oL véol TG emoxnG pag amo T1 Cwn Kat 10
épyo twv Tprwv Iepapxawv;

2. IHlwgn Cwn twv Tpiwv Iepapxwv umopel va anotedéoel mapaderypa yia Tovg
OUYXPOVOVG VEOVG TNG AUEPIKIG;

Please know that all essays must be written in Greek (150 to 300 words), must
include the name of the student, his/her grade in Greek School and the name of the parish.
All essays must be submitted to the Chairman of Greek Education for our Sacred
Metropolis, Mr. Demosthenes Triantafillou by email dtrianta@aol.com and must be
submitted by Friday, February 25, 2022. The results of the essay contest will be

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ, 07090-1656 ® Tel: (908) 301-0500 e Fax: (908) 301-1397
Web: www.nj.goarch.org ® E-mail: metropolis@nj.goarch.org
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announced in the beginning of March and each of the six winners will receive a $500.00

monetary prize.

I ask that all of you please wholeheartedly encourage all of the eligible students
within your parish Greek Schools to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to
learn more about their faith and heritage by participating in this first ever Three
Hierarchs/Greek Letters Essay Contest. If you have any questions or need any further
information, please do not hesitate to contact our Metropolis offices at 908-301-0500.

Conveying to you the paternal love and blessings of His Eminence, Archbishop
Elpidophoros and thanking you in advance for all of your assistance with this essay
contest, I remain

At the Direction of the Archbishop,

Oérch‘am. CEJYY\S‘LQC O\W%

+ Archimandrite Christoforos Oikonomidis
Chancellor
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °fF NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIEX NEAX IEPEZEHE

The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey
with the blessing of His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America

IS organizing an

Ecsa Y Cowntest

to honor the Feast of the Three Hierarchs and the
Greek Letters Celebration for the students of our Hellenic

Schools in the 6th to 9th Grades.

01101 TRRIC ICPAPXAI
EACIEIG XEICOCTOND H’NFOKQ‘

The best essay from each region will

receive a monetary award of $500!

Please submit your essay
to: dtrianta@aol.com by Friday, February 25, 2022

The 2 topics are:

1. Tt dubayuara pmopouv va AdBouv ot VEoL TNG emoxnc Lag amo ™ {wi Kat To €pyo
Twv Tplwv lepapxwv;

2. Nwg n {wn twv TpLwv lepapxwv UIopel va amoTeAECEL TTAPASELYUA YLa TOUG
oUYXpPOVoUG VEOUC TNG ALEPLKNC;

For questions and information please contact our Metropolis offices at 908-301-0500 or your local Parish
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MEMORIALS

In memory of Paraskevi Vasilakopoulos
Ms. Sima Frazier

Mr. Thomas A. Coady

Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos

Andreas Bakoulas Family

In memory of Sofia Vourvoulas
Mrs. Mary Serafis

In memory of John (Karagiannis) Karas
Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos

Theodora, Konstantinos, Angela Hatzidakis
The Mavris Family

In memory of Andrew Papaminas
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Alexios Xouris
Ms. Maria Salpeas

In memory of Chris Giannaras
The Giannaras Family

In memory of John, Nicholas, Irene, Evanthia Lallas
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Dimitri Pikounis
Bill & Stacy Pikounis & Family

In memory of Michael Verenakis
Mrs. Kiki Roros

Michael & Thoula Souranis

Mr. & Mrs. Nikolaos Karanikolis
Mrs. Paraskevi Reppas

The Rologas Family

Araviakis Family

Mrs. Mary Serafis

Mrs. Maritsa Souranis

In memory of Nikolas Antonas
George & Maria Georgas

Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos

Mrs. Anthi Koukoulas

Mrs. Paraskevi Souranis

Toula Serdenes & Christos Serdenes
Ms. Sylvia Rice

Ms. Eva Lallas

Michael & Thoula Souranis

Mrs. Maritsa Souranis

In memory of Emanuel Konstantinou
George & Virginia Gazepis
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In memory of Vasilios Trintis

Nina & Joseph Tripolitis

Mr. & Mrs. Eleftherios Psoras

Mr. & Mrs. Antonios Moudakis

Mr. & Mrs. John & Georgia Dimitriadis
Mr. & Mrs. George & Eleni Dimitriadis
Michael & Katina Klosteridis

In memory of Mary Georgiou
Mr. & Mrs. Eleftherios Psoras

In memory of Filippou Family
Mr. Nicholas Filippou

In memory of Apostolis Venetis
Mr. & Mrs. Eleftherios Psoras

In memory of Konstantinos Mavrelos
The Mavrelos Family

In memory of Nikolaos Melanitis
Mr. & Mrs. loannis Melatinis

In memory of George Konstantinou
Mr. & Mrs. Nikolas Antonas
George & Maria Antonas

Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos

Mrs. Anthi Koukoulas

Mr. John Konstantinou

George & Maria Georgas

Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of George Johnson (Serdenes)
Mr. Christ Angelopoulos

In memory of Elizabeth Dorizas
Ms. Karen Marcune

In memory of Alex & Maria Shinas
Ms. Vasiliki Shinas

In memory of Apostolia Karagiannopoulos
Chuck & Olga Paterakis

In memory of George Roros
Mrs. Kyriaki (Kiki) Roros)
Chuck & Olga Paterakis

In memory of Evangeline Alexion
Ms. Eva Lallas

In memory of Stephanie Tahinos
Ms. Chritina Machyowsky
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PHILOPTOCHOS

n Sunday, January 9th the annual Vasilopita

was blessed. The recipient of the coin was
Foula Paragiou from the Hellenic Golden Coins.
The lucky receipt of the gold cross from the
individual ones was Mrs. Angeliki Parthemos.
We wish everyone a happy new year filled with
Health. A special tray was passed on behalf of
Philoptochos to benefit Saint Basils Academy. We
thank everyone for their donations.

The collection of Blankets, hats, gloves and socks
during the month of January will be donated to
“The Helping up Mission”. Thank you for
your contributions.

Join us on Sunday, February 6th at 510
Johnny’s in Belair Maryland for Brunch
12:00 - 2:00 p.m. Donation $35.00 cash
bar. To reserve your ticket please contact
Eva Nychis 443-812-0346 or Renee
Themelis 410-790-2775. All proceeds
will benefit Philoptochos Missions.

SAVE THE DATE: Our Annual Apokreatiki
Dance will be held on Friday, March 4, 2022 at
Columbus Gardens, 4301 Klosterman Avenue.
Featuring Apollonia. Ticket price will include
dinner and premium open bar! Donation $65.00
for Adults / 18 years old and under $40.00 For
tickets please call Nora Kefalas 410-979-6656 or
Irene Vasilios 410-687-3978.

Donations to Philoxenia House:
Mary and Lee Caprinoto in honor of Mary Clough

We pray that we continue to stay healthy and safe
during these trying times.

Hebrews 10:22 - “Let us draw near with a sincere
heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water”.
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Tr]v Kvpraxn, 9 Iavovapiov, evhoynOnke kat komnKe N
natponapddotn Baolomta. To «DAovpi» €meoce otn
Dovla Iapayov amd to Xopevtikdo Owdo EAAHNIKA
XPYZA O®AOYPIA. H tuxepn mov mirjpe T0 Xpuoo oTavpo,
OTIG OTOMKEG Titeg, Hrav n k. Ayyehwr ITapOnpov.
Evxopaote o 0hovg Evtuxiopévo to Néo ‘Etog, e vyeia.
H ®\ontwyog mépace €KTakto Sioko Tpog 0@elog g
Axadnpiag Tov Ayiov Baotheiov. Zag evxaplotovpe OAOVG
yta TiG Swpe€g TOVG.

Tov Iavovdplo ovAéEape KovPépteg, kaméha, yavtia kat
KdAtoeg ov Ba §oBovv otny amootor} «The Helping up
Mission». Zag evXAPLOTOVLE YIat TIG CUVEITPOPEG OAG.

PHILOPTOCHOS 2ag mpookalovpe v Kvpiakr 6 Pefpovapiov,

oto 510 Johnnys, oto Bel Air Maryland, ywa
brunch, ané tig 12:00 - 2:00. Awped $ 35,00 To
dtopo, TANpwveTe To TOTO 0aG. [l va kAeioete
0éon, emkowwvnote pe v Eva Nychis 443-
812-0346 1} tn Renee Themelis 410-790-2775.
Ola ta ¢00da Ba StateBovv mpog dpehog Twv
Anootohwv TG Phomtwyov.

KPATEIXTE THN HMEPOMHNIA ANOIXTH: O
Etno106 Amokpeatikog Xopdg pag Oa yiver tnv [apaokevn
4 Moaptiov 2022, oto Columbus Gardens, 4301 Klos-
terman Avenue. Me tn ovppetoxn g Opxnotpag
ATIOAAQNIA. 2t T tov ewottnpiov mepthapPdvetat
deimvo kau premium avoiyto pumap! Awped $ 65,00
To atopo yia Evihikeg, 18 etwv kat kdtw $ 40,00. Tia
eloltnpla mapakalovpe va emkovwvioete pe T Nopa
Kegdha 410-979-6656 1 v Eiprvn Baotheiov 410-687-
3978.

AQPEEY ITPOX TO OIKHMA THY «®IAOZEENIAY»
Muaipn & Ay Kamprvoro - mpog Tipny s Maipng Clough

[Ipooevyopaote va ovvexiocove va Tapapévovpe LYLELG
Kat ao@aleig katd TN Sdpkela avtng NG SVOKOANG
EMOXNG.

EBpaiovg 10:222 - “mpocepywueda pet &AnOivijs
kapdiag év mAnpogopia TioTeWS EPPAvTIONEVOL TG
kapdiag &mo ovveldfjoews movypis kai Aedovuévor

10 o@pa Voot kabapd-”
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

NOW HIRING
TEACHERS AND AIDES!

ST. NICHOLAS BILINGUAL
EARLY €EDUCATION CENTER

BEEC Friends & Family!!!

Hello BEEC Friends, Families, I hope you’re having a fabulous February. The
children are enjoying the snow and looking forward to Valentine’s Day and
exploring all the fun arts and craft activities. BEEC has started off the year great
and is looking forward to what is to come. BEEC is hiring, we are looking for
teachers and aides, if you are interested, please call 410-633-5020

Sharon Small | Center Director
Owcoyévera BEEC !!!!

Tewa oag @ilot, oucoyévereg BEEC, eAmti{w va mepaoete évav vrtépoyxo Pefpovdpro. Ta maudid
anolapfdvovy to x1ovi, avurropovoiv ya tnv Huépa tov Ayiov Bakevtivov kat e€epevvoiv 0Aeg
16 StaokedaoTikEg TEXvEG Kau Xetpotexvies. To BEEC &ekivijoe kaAd Th Xpovid Kat avutopovei
yta avto rov Oa akolovOjoer. To BEEC pochapfaver, avalnrovue daokalovg ka fonbovig, av
evlla@épeote, kaléote oto 410-633-5020

Sharon Small | AtevB0vtpra

The Saint Nicholas Bilingual Early
Education Center provides a safe,
nurturing, home away from home
learning center. We accept children

from 6 weeks till 5 years of age. BEEC

is hiring part-time and full-time
TEACHERS AND AIDS at the Center.
If you or anyone you know is interested,
please call the Center at 410-633-5020
extension 4 or message us on Facebook.

O Aiyhwooog Bpepovnmiakog Zrabuog Ayiov NikoAdov
napéyel Eva ac@arég mepPaAAov, Eva oTiTL pakpLd anod To
omitt, éva ottt pddnong. Aexopaote maudid nAikiag 6 efSopadwy ¢wg 5 eTwv. O oTaduog
ag yaxvet va tpoohafet fondoivg daokdAwv pepikng kat TAjpovs anacXoAnong. Av xete
EPWTNOELS 1) XPELAlO0ATTE TIEPLOCOTEPEG TTANPOPOPIEG, TAPAKANEITTE VAL ETMUKOVWVI|OTE e
10 Xtabuo pag oto tmAé@wvo 410-633-5020, ypapur 4 1} oteilte pag pvupa oto Facebook.
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STEWARDSHIP

St. Nicholas
eGiving Stewardship

\ | ’
A ‘ y
\ \ / ‘e
~
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One Less Thing
to think about

eGiving Benefits
» Easy set up

* One-time/recurring payment options
» Confidential & secure

» Track easily for tax purposes
How it Works
* Go to: sthicholasmd.org/give
o Select fund(s)
* Create your profile
o Select amount, payment method & frequency
« Complete donation
e THAT'S IT! Simple.

Thank you for your generosity!

Give yourself One Less Thing to think about

stnicholasmd.org/give
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STEWARDSHIP

MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE CARD  KAPTA E©EAONTIKHZ [MPOXQOPAZ

“OUR CHURCH. OUR SPIRITUAL HOME.”
“H EKKAHZIA MAZX, TO IINEYMATIKO MAZX ZIIITIL”

2021 SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH CONFIDENTIAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARD
2021 EAAHNIKH OP@0OAO=ZH EKKAHZIA ArOY NIKONAOY -KAPTA ANMOPPHTHZ E@ENONTIKHZ NPOZMOPAZ MEACN
In gratitude for God's blessings l/we make the following commitment to the ministries of St. Nicholas Church:
Zav EKpPaocn EUyVWLOOUVNS LoV Yid TI evhoyieg Trou £xw Aaper ano tov Bed, Seopedopal pe v akdhouwdn
OIKOVOUIKT Kal EBehovTIKR) pou Tipoogpopd Tipog Ty Ekkhnoia Tou Ayiou Nikohdou:

$ (Weekly / Monthly / Quarterly / Yearly)
$ (EBSopadiaiwg / Mnviaiwg / Ava Tpipnve / Etnolwc)

TOTAL ANNUAL PLEDGE FOR 2022 :$
ZuvoMko Mmood TIPOoPopag yia To 2022 :$

Come and See God work through your talents, skills, and experience, as well as your financial support.
Your offering to Christ and His Church can do as much as you empower it to do.
We give to Christ and His Church not according to our means but according to our Love for Him,
TNveTte paptupeg Tou épyou Tou Beol! AwoTe amnd To TahévTo e TO oTioio oag EXEl TIPOIKIOEL,
HE TIG IKAVOTNTEG, TIC EUTIEIPIEC, TNV OIKOVOLIKN oag euxépela. H mpoopopd pag otov XpioTd kal Tnv
Ekkhnoia Tov ag Paciotei otnv aydmn pag nmpoc Autdv, 1 OTNV OIKOVOLIKN Lac Suvatdtnta,

Planned Giving Please send me information on making a planned gift to the Church,
Awped mou oxedialw MNapakah oTelATE pou TIANPOYOPIES OXETIKA LIE TOV TPOTIO TIOU UTIOPW
va TipocPépw va dwpiow,

Print Full Name/ lpate pe kepahaia ypappata 1o emBeto oag

Signature/ Yrioypagpry Date/ Huepopnvia
Name /OQvopa Date of Birth / Huzpop. Fevvioeug
DO g F D
Name of Spouse / Ovopa gulliyou Date of Birth / Huzpop. Mevvozug - and Foree
Occupatlon / Emayyehpa he =T : of o . _ N e . o
= Ll Dled : = 0 0 O Q . - Q Die
Occupatlon / Emélyyehpa (Spouse) . . - . - z . e T
Street Address / liLz08uvon
0 O U - O : = 2l O d . =)
D 1.0 Q 0 oaQ F
Clty / TroAn Zip Code / Toy. Topéac
obile app 0 ave questio ) o

Home Phone / Ztafzpé TnAé@wvo oTLTLO0

Mobile Phone / Kwnté Tnhéguvo Mobile Phone / Kluynté tnAépuwvo (Spouse)
Al i U
AY \/ .
Emall Address / Hhektpovwkr] StevBuvon .(. Wi # 7 . - -
Emall Address of Spouse / HAzktpovikr} SLevBuven culiyou DY R [ )
: 0 GIvEpLUsT
MOBILE
Communication Preferences / MpotipfoeLg smKowwviag A DELC 1 a o ao oo pDOCPOopPa o
. Mall / TaxuSpopzio . Emall / HAzktpovikn . Text / Mijvupa wHC HULOpe oupst BE ~=As -
DOCPYOopPpQa a : O O O O OAD O oa D Die
Dep Children's and Birthdates / oo ou Ba avaAauo QL o ab Boouaoa
OvopoTa TTaLGLWV KalL Npepopnvia yEvvioEuwe Touc aTo 0 0
a = o OWpPEA GO 00 Q
O pb OTLOOC O Lo D i
org atsPac PAPUO p ob
G aTop o C o pawsio
oLOC OTO D O -0 D20
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FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Church and Greek School
December 2021
Actual Budget ov;ru(;l:;er)
Income
4000 Stewardship 20,896.74 32,742.00 (11,845.26)
4010 Greek School Registration 1,408.57 1,008.00 400.57
Other Income 43,990.08 30,061.00 13,929.08
Total Income 66,295.39 63,811.00 2,484.39
Total Cost of Goods Sold 10,923.56 15,820.00 (4,896.44)
Gross Profit 55,371.83 47,991.00 7,380.83
Expenses
Total CAPITAL COSTS (CHURCH) 0.00 1,827.00 (1,827.00)
Total GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION 13,765.16 11,421.00 2,344.16
Total OCCUPANCY COSTS 5,438.36 6,565.00 (1,126.64)
Total PAYROLL EXPENSES 24,987.12 26,829.00 (1,841.88)
Total YOUTH AND EDUCATIONAL 259.90 0.00 259.90
Total Expenses 44,450.54 46,642.00 (2,191.46)
Net Operating Income 10,921.29 1,349.00 9,572.29
BGE Payment Plan $ 483.89
4815 Eastern AVE Mortgage Principal Payments $ 563.67
OVERALL CHURCH SURPLUS (LOSS) (Operating and
Mortgage) $9,873.73
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Learning Center
December 2021
Actual Budget over (under)
Budget
Income
4011 Learning Center Income 51,256.52 33,147.00 18,109.52
Total 4011 Learning Center Income 51,256.52 33,147.00 18,109.52
Total Income 51,256.52 33,147.00 18,109.52
Gross Profit 51,256.52 33,147.00 18,109.52
Expenses
LEARNING CENTER
Total Payroll Expense (L.C.) 40,974.16 23,013.00 17,961.16
Total Food and Classroom Supplies (L.C.) 1,970.72 1,580.50 390.22
Total Admin and Office Expenses (L.C.) 2,598.36 464.00 2,134.36
Total Occupancy Expenses/Cap Improvements (L.C.) 3,572.66 2,962.63 610.03
Total LEARNING CENTER 49,115.90 28,020.13 21,095.77
Total Expenses 49,115.90 28,020.13 21,095.77
Net Operating Income 2,140.62 5,126.87 (2,986.25)
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FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Plateia

December 2021
over (under)
Actual Budget Budget
Income
4140 Plateia Income (Onsite) 3,699.00 39,241.00 (35,542.00)
Total Income 3,699.00 39,241.00 (35,542.00)
Cost of Goods Sold
COST OF GOODS SOLD
Total Plateia CGS Expenses 1,315.58 13,310.00 (11,994.42)
Total COST OF GOODS SOLD 1,315.58 13,310.00 (11,994.42)
Total Cost of Goods Sold 1,315.58 13,310.00 (11,994.42)
Gross Profit 2,383.42 25,931.00 (23,547.58)
Expenses
PLATEIA EXPENSES
Mortgage Interest Expense (Plateia) 0.00 0.00 0.00
Total Occupancy Expenses (Plateia) 4,662.43 7,5633.00 (2,870.57)
Total Payroll Expenses (Plateia) 2,578.22 4,582.00 (2,003.78)
Total Admin Expenses (Plateia) 1,307.83 2,904.00 (1,596.17)
Total Bus Dev/Marketing Expenses (Plateia) 877.50 1,230.00 (352.50)
Total PLATEIA EXPENSES 9,425.98 16,249.00 (6,823.02)
Total Expenses 9,425.98 16,249.00 (6,823.02)
Net Operating Income (7,042.56) 9,682.00 (16,724.56)

We are accepting resumes for the The Company

full-time position of church secretary. E.T. CABINETS
. h. ]
The ability to speak s

cabinet makers or helpers

English and Greek is a prerequisite.

Please send your resumes If you are interested,

please contact Manolis
by email to sxouri@stnicholasmd.org 410-790-7542
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR - FEBRUARY

Wednesday, February 2 The Feast of the “Presentation of our Lord”:
Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

Sunday, February 6 16th Sunday of St. Matthew: Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
Thursday, February 10 St. Haralambos the Martyr: Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
Sunday, February 13 Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee:

Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
The Triodion begins today / Fast Free Week

Sunday, February 20 Sunday of the Prodigal Son Orthros: 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Saturday, February 26 The First Saturday of the Souls:
Othros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
Memorial service will be chanted for the departed in
Christ at the end of the Liturgy

Sunday, February 27 Meatfare Sunday: (Judgement Sunday)
Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Meatfare Sunday

(Judgement Sunday)
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