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MESSAGE FROM THE PROTOPRESBYTER

Message from FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS, PROTOPRESBYTER

hope that all of you had a blessed Christmas, and a fresh

New Year 2026 is once again upon us. It's time to be thankful
for the blessings of the past year and to take stock of all our
achievements. As we close the history of 2025 and begin a New
Year, we as a Parish have a lot to be thankful for. Stepping into a
New Year, we are invited to reflect on the unity that we share in
Christ and to think on the many blessings He has so graciously
given us throughout the years.

St. Paul reminds us of a central truth of our Christian life, that
though we are many, we are united as one body in Christ. This
unity in diversity is a reflection of God’s plan for His people
a plan that calls us to work together in love and harmony.
Entering into a New Year we will be greeting each other with
a joyous “Happy New Year” and I hope that this year 2026 will
be a happier and most successful. Just a week ago we celebrated
one of the most important events in our Church history. “The
Incarnation of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and soon in
this month of January we will be celebrating another important
event the Baptism (Epiphany) of our Lord in the Jordan River
which became a manifestation of God to the world, because it
was the beginning of our Lord’s public ministry. When Jesus
came up from the water, the heavens opened suddenly, and the
Holy spirit descended upon Him, like a dove, and when this
happened a voice from Heaven and said; “ This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased”. This was the voice of God
the Father. In the Divine Liturgy we also pray and say, “ Let us
commend ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ
our God, and we later pray and say; “Your own of Your own, we
offer to You..” is a great reminder that this statement is a call to
“Action” challenging us to return and to entrust everything-- our
joys — struggles, and relationships to Him. These diverse gifts,
unique to each of us are meant to be shared for the common
good. So, whatever each of us offers, no matter how insignificant
it may seem strengthens and builds up the Body of Christ, and
reflects our God given freedom and the beauty of that unity in
diversity that we talked about earlier in the article. For when
we offer to God what He has given us we express not only our
gratitude but also our unity as a community of faith. In addition
to what we stated above as we pray in the Divine Liturgy each
of us in the New Year should make a better effort in attending
Church on Sunday’s. We all need to worship the Lord together
as a family. The Divine Liturgy should be where we come and
pray for ourselves, our families, relatives and friends seeking
forgiveness and reconciliation.

So, for this New year, let's make a promise to God that we will
strive to be victorious over sin and that our attendance in the
Divine Liturgy will increase so that our hearts and minds will
always belong to God.

May this New Year 2026 bring happiness and health to all of you.
Have a Blessed New Year filled with much love, joy, happiness
and prosperity.

With Love in our Incarnate Lord, Fr. Michael L. Pastrikos
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'Etog 2026 givau kau téh edw. HpBe n wpa

I E Antilw va tepdoate dAot cag evhoynueva
Xplotobyevva kot éva @péoko Néo

va gllaoTe eVyVOHOVEG yla TIG gVAoyieg
TOU TIEPAOHEVOL €TOUG KAl VA KAVOUE
évav amoloylopd OAwv Twv sstvypo’u’wv
pag. Kabwg K)\slvovps Vv oTopia TOv J
2025 «kat Esxwaps éva Néo ‘Etog, spstc wg EVOplOl sxoups no}\)\a va
elpaote evyvapoves. Mnaivovtag oe éva Néo Etog, kalobpaote va
AVOAOYLOTOVWE TNV EVOTITA IOV polpalopacTe ev XploTw Kat TiG TOAAES
€VAOYiEG IOV pag EXEL SWOEL TOGO EVYEVIKA O AVTA T XPOVIAL.

O Aytog Iavrog pag vrevBupilet pa kevTpikr aAnBela TnG XPLOTIAVIKNG
pag Gwng, OTL av kau ipaoTe TOAOL, EiaoTe EVWHEVOL WG EVa OWA €V
Xptotw. AvTr| 1) EvOTNTA OTNVY TIOKIAOHOPPIaL EfvaL pia avTaVAKAAOT] TOV
oxediov Tov Oeo ylaTov Aao Tov, Eva oxédio Tov pag kael va epyactodye
podi pe aydmn kat appovia. Mmnaivovtag og éva Néo Etog, Oa xoupetdypie o
évag tov dAhov e €va xapovpevo «Kak Xpovidy ko eAmtilw ot avtd
70 £10¢ 2026 Ba givat éva o EVTUXIOHEVO Kat emTuxnuévo. Molg mpwv
ano pa efSopada ylopTdoape £va o Ta T GIUAVTIKA YEYOVOTa 0TV
wtopla ™G ExkAnoiag pag. «Inv Evadprwon tov Kupiov kot Zwtripa
pag Inood Xpiotov». Zovtopa, avtdv tov Iavovdpro, Oa yoptaoovpe éva
Ao onuavtiko yeyovog, T Bamtion (Emgdaveia) tov Kupiov pag otov
Topdavn motapd, ) onoia £ytve Qavépwor Tov Ogov 6Tov KOO, emeldr|
frav n apxn g dnpootag dakoviag Tov Kupiov pag. Otav o Inoodg
avadvBnke and to vepo, ot ovpavoi dvolgav Eagvika kat to Ayto ITvedpa
katéBnke avw Tov cav TEPLOTEPL, Kat OTAV GLUVEPN AUTO, WA QWVI| artd
Tov Ovpavo eime: «AvTog eival 0 Y106 [LOV O ayannTog, GTov omoio eipat
TIOAD €VAPESTNHEVOG». AvTH fTav 1 @wvi} Tov Oeov Tatépa. X Ocia
Aeitovpyia TpooevXOUAoTE Miong Kkat Aéple: «AG TAPASWTOLLE TOV EAVTO
oG Kat 0 €vag Tov aAAov kat oAokAnpn TN {wr) pog otov Xploto tov Ood
OGS, KL apyOTeEpA TIpOoELXOUAOTE Kou Aépte: « Ta St oov, Ta ipoo@épovyle
oe Zéva..». Eival pa omovdaia vrevBoon ot avtr n ddwon eivat
éva KAAeopa Y «Apaon» TOV Hag TIPOKAAel va eMOTPEYOUE Kat va
EUMOTEVTOVLE TAL TIAVTA - TLG XAPEG LLAG - TOVG OYWVEG HAG KL TIG OXETELG
poag oe Avtov. Avta ta mowkida Swpa, povadikd yia Tov kabéva pag,
nipoopilovTtal va popacTtody yia To koo kald. Etol, 6,11 mpoogépel o
KaBévag [ag, 600 ACTHAVTO KL av @aivetatl, evOuvapuwvel kot otkodopel
70 Zwpa tov Xplotod kat avtavakAd Ty Beddotn ehevBepia pag kat tnv
OHOPPLA AWTHG TNG EVOTITAG OTNV TIOKIAOHOP@Ia Yia TV OTtoia WA Capte
vwpitepa oto dpBpo. Nlati dtav tpospépovpie 6Tov Oed AVTO TTOL {aG EXEL
Swael, ekppalovpe OXL LOVO TNV EVYVWHOGUVI HaG, AAAA Kat TNV eVOTHTA
pag wg kovdTnTa oG EkTog ano 6oa avagpépape mapamdve, kabwg
npooevxOpaoTe ot Otia Aertovpyia, o kabévag pag tn Néa Xpovia Ba
nipémel va kataBaAAel peyakvtepn mpoondBela va mapevpiokeTal otV
ExxkAnoia tig Kupuakég. Olot mpémner va Aatpevovpe tov Koplo padi wg
owoyévela. H Osia Aertovpyio Ba pémet va eivat to uépog 6mov epxOpacTte
KQLL TIPOGEVXOHACTE YLOL TOV EAVTO HLOG, TG OLKOYEVELEG LG, TOVG OUYYEVELG
Ko TOUG PIAOVG Hag, avadTdvTag GLYXWPEDT) Kat GCUHPAIWOT).

Ertot, yia avtry ) Néa Xpovid, ag Swoovpe pa vooxeon otov Ogd ot

Ba mpoomabricovpe va vikiioovpe TV apaptio kat OTL I CUUUETOXN HAG
ot Ocia Aertovpyia Ba avénbei, @oTe ot kapdiEg kat oL SIVOLEG pag va
QviKoLV Tdvta oTov O€o.

EiBe n Néa Xpovid 2026 va @épet evtvxio kat vyeio oe 6Aovg cog. Na
éxete (a evdoynuévn Néa Xpovid yepdatn moAAr aydmn, xapd, evtvxia
Kat evnpepia

Me ayénn ev oaprwOivri Kvpiov pag, Iathip Miyagd A. Haotpikog
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

\ wish you a blessed New Year, full of health, pea:

love and spiritual progress.

Me Silaitepn Xapd Kat EYKApSLeg EUXEG,
’, r] Mpoéedpog kat ta pEAn tou Evoprakou ZupBouvAiov

A o lepot Naob AYI.OU leohdnu Bai\upépnt;
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

PROTOPRESBYTER FR. MICHAEL PASTRIKOS, PASTOR Tel: 410-633-5020 « Fax: 410-633-4352

CHURCH SECRETARY

ELENI KOSTALAS-LENTIS
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS

PARISH COUNCIL

PRESIDENT: STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS

VICE PRESIDENT: JOHN KOROLOGOS

TREASURER: ASPASIA CHARALAMBOPOULOS
ASSISTANT TREASURER: GEORGIOS STAMOULIS

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:
ATHANASIOS KARAFLOS

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: DIMITRI PAPAVASILEIOU

BOARD MEMBERS::
JIMMY KOSMAS
VASILEIOS TSERKIS
NICANOR PATERIS

PHILOPTOCHOS
PRESIDENT: MARIA KARAGIANNIS

1ST VICE PRESIDENT: IRENE VASILEIOS
2ND VICE PRESIDENT: RENEE THEMELIS

TREASURER: STELLA KOUKIDES

ASSISTANT TREASURER: NORA KEFALAS
SECRETARY: PANAGIOTA KOUTSANTONIS
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: EVANYCHIS

ADVISOR: MARIA GIORGAKIS
BOARD MEMBERS:

KATINA FOTINOS, MARIA KOUTSOURI, PATTY
MICKLOS, ZOE PERDIKAKIS, ELENI PIKOUNIS,
EVAGELIA SALIARIS, TSAMBIKA TRIANTAFILOS,

CHRISTINE ZERVOS

HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS
VASSO KOUMOUDIS, DIRECTOR

FOULA PARAGIOS & VASILI PHILIPPOU,

DANCE INSTRUCTORS

PAN-HELLENIC BOARD MEMBERS
METAXIA KARDIASSMENOS -
HONORARY MEMBER

EFFIE KARAMBELAS - DANCE TEACHER

FOTEINI ARGIROPOULOS - POC

DIAMONDS

SOFIA XOURI - PRESIDENT

MOSKOULA KOUKIDIS - VICE-PRESIDENT
ANASTASIA VASILAKOPOULOS - SECRETARY
EVA LALLAS- TREASURER

BOARD MEMBERS

ROZA CORNIAS

SOULA KAPETANAKOS

G.0.Y.A. ADVISORS
EMILY SYROPOULOS
PENNY ALAFASSOS
HARIKLIA NEZIS
ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS
MARIA FILIPPOU

FOTINI FOUKAS

G.0.Y.A. COACHES
GIRL’S COACHES:
JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS
GENEVIEVE ZDZIERA
HARIKLIA NEZIS

BOY’S COACHES:
JOHN SMOUDIANIS
SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS
DIMITRI KOSTRIVAS

G.0.Y.A. BOARD MEMBERS
GEORGE KOSTRIVAS - PRESIDENT
CHRISTINA ALAFASSOS - VP
GEORGE ZDZIERA- TREASURER
MARIAKILLIAS - CORR SEC
ANDRIANNA NEZIS - REC SEC
MARIANTHI DINIOTIS - HISTORIAN
DESPINA LENTIS - HISTORIAN
YIANNI BISIOTIS - SERG OF ARMS

SUNDAY SCHOOL

SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS
PENNY GERAPETRITIS
STAVROULA GERAPETRITIS
YANA KARABELAS
PHAEDRA AVGERINOS

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

AIDES

TSAMBIKA AVGERINOS
ELIANA PARAGIOS
ANTIGONI PARAGIOS

AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS

PRE-K - MARIA GOURGOULIATOU,

AGAPI MOSXONA MINADAKIS

KINDERGARTEN - MARIA GOURGOULIATOU,

AGAPI MOSXONA MINADAKIS

15T GRADE - SEVI FROUMIS VLACHOU, YVVONI GALETAKI
2P GRADE - SEVI FROUMIS VLACHOU, YVVONI GALETAKI
3R> & 4™ GRADE - PARASKEVI KOTSATOU ARGETAKI

5™ & 6™ GRADE - KELLY PEROS VASILIADES

AL ELLINOMATHEIA COORDINATOR -

PARASKEVI KOTSATOU ARGETAKI

A2, Bl ELLINOMATHEIA COORDINATOR -

KELLY PEROS VASILIADES

B2 ELLINOMATHEIA COORDINATOR -

PARASKEVI KOTSATOU ARGETAKI

TMHMA ENHLIKWN - YVVONI GALETAKI

VOITHOI ELLINOMATHEIAS - ELINA PAPADIMA
TSAPAKIDIS, DESPINA CHATZAKOU LARENTZOS

GREEK SCHOOL P.T.A.

ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS - PRESIDENT
ALEXANDRA FORAKIS - VICE PRESIDENT
DIMITRA DOUSKAS - SECRETARY
AGATHI DIAKANTONIS - TREASURER
BOARD MEMBERS:

MARIA IEROMONAHOS

TSAMBIKA KOROLOGOS

ANNA NIKOLETOU

TINA STAMATIADI

ANGELA YEAKIM

YAL
FOULA PARAGIOS

KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: FEBRUARY 2026

SUBMISSIONS DUE: JANUARY 20®

Please email your article(s) to: vkotsatou@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue.
All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
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HOLY EPIPHANY - JANUARY 6™

Epiphany of our Lord

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

www.goarch.org

Introduction

The Feast of the Holy Theophany (Epiphany)
of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is
celebrated each year on January 6. The Feast
commemorates the Baptism of Christ and
the divine revelation of the Holy Trinity. At
the Baptism of Christ, all three Persons of the
Holy Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
were made manifeSaint Thus, the name of the
Feast is Epiphany, meaning manifestation, or
Theophany, meaning manifestation of God.

Biblical Story
The story of the Nativity of Christ is The

Biblical story of the Baptism of Christ is
recorded in all four of the Gospels: Matthew
3, Mark 1:1-9, Luke 3:21-22, and John 1:31-
34.

John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus and the
one chosen by God to proclaim His coming,
was preaching in the wilderness and was
baptizing all who would respond to his
message calling for repentance. As he was
doing this, John was directing the people
toward the one who would baptize them
with the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11).
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The Scriptures tell us that Jesus
came from Galilee to John at the
Jordan to be baptized by him.
Initially, John would not do this,
saying that Jesus should baptize
him. Jesus said to John, “Let it be
so now; for it is proper for us in
this way to fulfill all righteousness

(3:15). John consented and
baptized Jesus.
When Jesus came up from

the water, the heavens opened
suddenly, and the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him. The Bible
records that the Spirit descended
like a dove and alighted on him.
When this happened, a voice
came from heaven and said, “This
is my Son, the Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased” This
was the voice of God the Father.

Christs baptism in the Jordan
was “theophany;,” a manifestation
of God to the world, because it
was the beginning of our Lord’s
public ministry. It was also a
“theophany” in that the world
was granted a revelation of the
Holy Trinity. All three Persons were made
manifest together: the Father testified from
on high to the divine Sonship of Jesus; the
Son received His Father’s testimony; and
the Spirit was seen in the form of a dove,
descending from the Father and resting
upon the Son.

The theme of “manifestation” or “revelation”
is also expressed in Scripture with the
symbolism of light. In the hymn of the
Feast we sing, “Christ has appeared and
enlightened the world” Thus, January 6 is
also known as the Feast of Lights. The Church
celebrates on this day the illumination of the
world by the light of ChriSaint

Icon of the Feast

The Icon of the Feast of Theophany tells the
story from the Gospels in images and color.
On the left side of the icon we see John the
Baptist who is dressed in camel’s hair and
has the appearance of one who lives in the
wilderness. His arms are outstretched,
showing an attitude of prayer and reverence,
but also directing others to ChriSaint With
his right hand he is conducting the baptism.

In the center of the icon is Christ being
baptized in the Jordan. He is standing in the
water wearing a waistcloth, and with His
right hand He is blessing the waters of the
Jordan. Above His head is the Holy Spirit
descending as a dove upon Him. At the top
of the icon, a semicircle depicts the opening
of the Heavens and the voice of the Father.

On the right side of the icon angels are
shown with their heads bowed in reverence
to ChriSaint They are prepared to receive
Him as He comes out of the water.

The Orthodox Celebration of the
Feast of Epiphany

The celebration of this Feast of our Lord
begins on January 5, a day known as the
Forefeast of Theophany. Depending on the
day of the week, this could be an evening
service with Vespers followed by the
Liturgy of Saint Basil or a morning service
with Matins and the Liturgy of Saint John
Chrysostom. Following the service on
January 5, the service of the Blessing of the
Waters is conducted. Prior to the evening or
morning service the Royal Hours with the
Typika are said.

On January 6, the day of the Feast, the
Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is
conducted preceded by Matins and followed
by the second Blessing of the Waters.

The Blessing of the Waters is conducted in the
church; however in many places throughout
the world services are conducted near
open bodies of water. As a sign of blessing
as Christ blessed the Jordan, holy water is
poured into the body of water. An associated
tradition has been the tossing of a cross into
the water to be retrieved by divers.

The holy water from the church is given to
the faithful to consume and to use in blessing
their homes. In the weeks following the
Feast, clergy visit the homes of parishioners
and conduct a service of blessing using the
holy water that was blessed on the Feast of
Theophany.

Scripture readings for the Feast are the
following: At the Vespers/Divine Liturgy on
January 5: 1 Corinthians 9:19-27; Luke 3:1-
18. At the Divine Liturgy on January 6: Titus
2:11-14, 3:4-7; Matthew 3:13-17.
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 578/2025

Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of Christmas

December 25, 2025

‘Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations,
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Today the Virgin gives Birth to Him Who is above all being ....
(Kontakion of Christinas)

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

In the midst of all our Christmas celebrations, it is the hymnography of the Church
that always calls us back to the essence of the Feast, so that, as we pause to consider the
miracle of the Nativity of our Lord, the wonder of the Angels, Shepherds and Magi might
come over us as well. The Birth of the Prince of Peace taking place in the humble cave of
Bethlehem, which He shared with mute beasts of burden, is truly a marvel of marvels,
For as the Kontakion of Saint Romanos the Melodist affirms, the God Who is beyond
every possible conception and category of human comprehension, wills to be born a
human being, from the womb of the Virgin Theotokos.

It is an act of God's supreme love for all creation. For as the Evangelist says, God,
Who “so utterly loved the world, gave His Only-Begotten Son so that everyone who
believes in Him might not perish, but possess eternal life” (John 316). And it is also an act
of the highest love of a human being for God. Because the Virgin was willing to become
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the living Temple of God, offering her very body to provide the human nature that would
become the Body of God. For nine months, she housed the Lord of the Universe in the
Tabernacle of her womb, until the moment arrived for “Him Who is above all being” to
come forth into the wounded and fragile world.

As anewborn and vulnerable Babe, dependent in every way upon His Mother and
those around her for safety, nourishment and protection, our Lord and God entered into
our experience as human beings, so that we might in turn enter into the Divine Life. For
each and every one of us now has the potential to bring forth within our hearts, minds
and souls the fullness of God, even unto grace upon grace (John 1:16). The fragility of our
existence has become God's own fragility, and His healing Spirit now infuses every
aspect of creation.

Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, let us embrace the Child of
Bethlehem Who is born within us, in the cave of our hearts. He is gentle and humble, and
He understands how exposed and assailable our human condition can be — for He
endured it with us and for us. Let us bring forth in our lives His many qualities: love,
mercy, compassion, equanimity and forgiveness. And as the Virgin watched Him grow
within her own womb and throughout her own life, let us also behold the miracle of His
Presence within our lives and within our communities, to the honor and praise of His
Holy Name.

Xowotog l'evvartal Aofaoate! Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
P s ZoSd
O Yo 1xFS V779 6‘33

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEITIIZKOITH AMEPIKHX
APXIEIIIZKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOZ

AotOu. TTocwr.: 578/2025
Apxieniokonikty EykvkAiog

Yl TNV €001t Twv XQLOTOVYEVVQ@V.
25 AexepPoiov 2025

[Tooc  toUg  Lefacpuwtatovg  kal  Qeo@leotdtoug

AQXLEQELS,  TOLG

EvAaBeotatoug Tegeic kai Ataxodvovg, tic TlpeoPutépes kal tic Alaxoviooes, toug

Movaxovg kai tic Movayxég, tovg TIgoédoovg kat tax MéAN twv Kowotikwv

LuppovAiwv, toug EvrimoAoywtdtovg Apxovtes tov Otkovpevikov [atouagyeiov,

oo péAn g Hyeolag twv 100, ta Hpepnow kai Anoyevpativa LxoAela, Tig

dromttwxovg AdeA@otntes, ) NeoAaia, tic EAAnvopOsdofec Opyavwoels kat

0AOKANQO TO XQloTEMWVLHO AW TN Tepag ApXtemoKkoTNIG AUEQIKTC.

«H IlapOEvog orjpepov TOV UTEPOVGIOV TIKTED
(Kovtdaxiov Twv Xpiotovyévvwv)

[lpoopheic adeAgot kat adeApég év XoLomtw,

Méoa otV ATHOTPAIRA TWV £0QTOV TV XOLOTOLYEVV®YV, 1] DHVOYQa@ia TS

ExkAnoiag puag enava@égel oo Babutepo vONUa g pHeYAANG atg £€0QTNG, MOTE VX

avaAoylotovpe avto O peyado Bavua g yevvhioews tov Kuglov pag kat v

YEUIOOLV Ol KAEDLES pag pE VTTEQAXUTION XA, OTiws ot AyyéAol, ot TTowéves kal ot

Mayou 'H yévvnon tov doxovta g elorvng, 1) Omoia Aapfaver xwoa o¢ pia tamevn

ormAwx otn BnOAeép, nagovoia tov dAoywv mAaoudtwv, gival t© Badpa tov

Bavpatwv. Aot OTwg pag daPePatwvet Kal O KOVTAKLO TOL ayiov Popavov too
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MeAwdov, 6 Qedg, 6 6motog eival LMePavw kabe duvatng vonoews kai KABe

av0QWTVIG KATAVONoEwG, «O DEQOVOLOC», YiveTat av0Qwmog, ano T1) Wjtea g
[TapBévou.

[Tpoxettat yix ékpoaon e vTEQTATNG AyATng 1oL Oeov RO GAN NV KkTiom.
ALOTL, OTWG AéeL O evayYeALoTg, «OUTwe Yo Nyamnaev 0 @eog OV KOOUOV, (O0TE TOV
L0V aLTOL TOV HOVOYEVT] EdWKEV, vt TTAG O TOTEVWV €16 ALTOV U1 ATOANTAL, GAA
£xn Cwnv aiwviov» (Twav. 3,16). Kal elvar tavtdoxpova meaén UPLotng ayamnng tov
avBownov mEog 0 Bed. At 1) TTapOévog déxOnke v vivel 6 Lwvtavog vaog o
Beov, MEooPEQovTag TO OO TG TO TWUA, YIX Vi dOBEL 1) AvOQOTIVY EUOT) KATX TNV
Evoagkwot tov Beov. T évvéa unveg prroLévnoe tov Koglo tov ovunaviog ot
UNTOA NG, WOTOL £QOATE 1) TTIYUN «O UTEY MAVTWVY TV OVTwv» va EEEADEL oTOV
eVOAVOTO KAl DOKIHACOUEVO AVTO KOTHO.

Qc veoyévvnro kat evaAwTo Boépog, E£aQTOMEVO KATA TAVTA ATIO ) UnTépa
TOL KAl 7O 6oovg TV TEQLE PaAAav, POLOKOVIAS ATPAAEW, TQOQPT) Kal TTeooTaTia, O
Koo kat Oedc pag eioéoxetar oty avlowmivn éumeia, dote kai €Uelg, ue )
OERQ pag, va eloéABovpe ot Oela Cwn. AdTL kaBévag ano euag €xel TALov )
QUVATOTNTA VA EAKVOEL LETO 0TIV KAQILK, TOV VOU Kal TV YuXI] TOL 1)V TANQO T !
TOU B0V w¢ «XdQLv avti xaortos» (Twdv. 1,16). To ev&AwTo g vaQéews nag yivetat
TO EVAAWTO TOU éVOAQKWUEVOU AOYOL TOU Oe0D, €V TO TVEDHA TG XAQLTOG
damotiCet Aéov kaOe mrTLXN TNG KTITEWS.

[U avt6, ayammrol pov adeA@ot kat adeApes £v XoLotw, ag AYKaALRoovpe T
veoyévvnro g BnBAeéu, mod yevvatal péoa o1 omnAix g ka@dag uag. Eival
TEAO Kal tamevo kal Yvwilet oo éxteOetpévn Kai ebdAw elval 1) avOowmnivn
QLOT HAS, DLOTL TNV DTTEUELVE VI XAQT HAS. A Yeploovue, Aotmov, ) Lwr] Hag pHE T
xaolouata mov pag divet amAdxeoa, dMAad) TNV ay&mr, 10 €A£0g, T CURTIOVLA, TNV
TEAOTNTA Kal 1) ovyxwonon. Kai 6nws 1) a0 évog tov €BAeTe v avEavel péoa o)
HNToQ TG, A6 atevioovue Kai éueic 10 Oavpa g magovoiag tov péoa ot Lwn pag,
GAAQ Kal péoa oTiC KOVOTNTEG pag, dOE0AOYWVTAS TO &Yto GVOU& Tov.

Xptotog yevvatal! Aofaoarte!
< 2 2 % #~
o M{aqgw;s &‘{}77 o;zéeos
t 0 Apeouenic EATdopooog
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The
Reverend Protopresbyter
Father Michael L. Pastrikos
The President of the Parish Council, Mrs. Stamatia leromonahos,
The Parish Council, The Members of the Altar Guild, Our Chantors,
Our Office Staff, 1he Ladies Philoptochos Society,
Our Sunday Church School Staff,
Our Diamonds, Our GOYANS,

Our Hellenic Golden Coins,
Pan Hellenics, Our Greek School Staf and Students,
Our Learning Center Director, Teachers, and Aides

‘Wish all of the parishioners and friends of our Churcht

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

May God Bless your Family with prosperity, good health a Y
Happiness in the New Year!

I

1

|/
A

May 2026 brighten your road with hope! v 9
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAX IEPXEHX

METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

Message of His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey
New Years 2026

Beloved children in the Lord,

By the mercy of God we are granted to stand at the threshold of a new year, lifting our
hearts in thanksgiving to the Lord of time and history, “for in Him we live and move
and have our being” (Acts 17:28). The passing of years does not merely mark the flow of
time, but invites us to a deeper encounter with Christ, “the same yesterday, today, and
forever” (Heb. 13:8).

The holy Orthodox Fathers remind us that time is a sacred gift entrusted to us for
repentance and sanctification. Saint Basil the Great exhorts us: “Do not waste the
present moment; for the past is no longer yours, and the future is uncertain.” Each new
year, therefore, is a renewed call to conversion of heart, to vigilance of mind, and to
growth in love. It is not enough that the year be new; we ourselves must be renewed in
Christ.

Saint John Chrysostom teaches that the true measure of time is not the number of days,
but the quality of our life in Christ. A year lived without prayer, forgiveness, and mercy
becomes barren; but even a single day lived in humility and repentance becomes rich in
grace. As we enter the new year, let us ask ourselves: Do our homes reflect the peace of
Christ? Do our words bear witness to the Gospel? Do our lives reveal hope in a world
often wounded by fear, division, and loneliness?

In the midst of uncertainty and rapid change, the Orthodox Church proclaims with
confidence that our hope is not in human strength or worldly assurances, but in the
Lord who was born, crucified, and risen for our salvation. Saint Athanasius reminds us
that Christ became man so that man might become “by grace what He is by nature.”
This is the purpose of our journey through time: to be transformed, little by little, into
the likeness of Christ.
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As your spiritual father and chief shepherd in Christ, I call you to begin this year with
prayer, with faithfulness to the holy sacraments of our Orthodox Church, and with
renewed love for one another. Let us strengthen our families as local communities and
churches, guide our children by example, care for the poor and the suffering, and
remain steadfast in the life of the holy Church. In this way, the new year will truly

become a year of the Lord’s favor.

May the blessing of the New Year be not only a change of date, but a change of heart.
May the good Lord grant you health of soul and body, peace in your homes, and
steadfast hope in every trial. Entrusting you all to the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, I remain,

With paternal love and blessings in Christ,

KOINONIA JANUARY 2026
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY

[EPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAX IEPXEHX

METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

Mnvnua tov Xef. Mntpomoiitov Néag Iepoéng k. Amootorov Yo 10 Néo 'Etog
2026

Ayammnta pov tékva ev Kvolw,

Me Vv evAoyia tov B0l AEIWVOUAOTE VA OTEKOUAOTE OTO KATWPAL VOGS VEOL
£TOUG, LPWVOVTAC TIS KAEDLEG Mg e evxaploTia eog tov Kvplo tov xodvou kat
NG L0ToRIAG, «&€V avT@ YA Copev katl kivovpeOa kat eéopévr (ITp&. 17:28). H
dLXdOXT) TV €TV deV ONUATOdOTEL ATIAWS T1) QOT) TOL XEOVOU, AAAK pag TEooKaA el
o€ BaBOvTEQEN oLVAVTNOT pe ToV XOLOTO, «O AUTOG XOEC KAl OT)LUEQOV Kal €IG TOVG
atovac» (‘Epo. 13:8).

Ot ayot OpBodocot Iatépec pag vrevOvuiCovv Ot o XoVog etvat Leed dwQO, To
oTtolo pag epmiotevOnNke 0 Oedg Y petavolx kat ayixopo. O Méyag BaoiAeiog pag
TEOTEETEL: «MI) KATAPEOVEL TOV TTAQOVTA KALEOV: TO TtarpeAOOV 0VK 0TIV 00V, KAl
0 HéAAOV ddnAov». K&Oe véo étog, Aomov, amoteAel véa mpdokAnon oe
HETAOTEOP] KAQOLAG, 0€ VI TOL VOU KAl 0& avENOT) TS aYATNG. Aev apkel to
€TOC vat elval VEO® XoetdleTat KL epLelc oL Dot va avavewvopaote £v XQLotQ.

O ayioc Iwavvng o XouodoTtopog ddaokeL 0TL T0 aANOLvO Hé€To Tov XEOVOoUL dev
elvat 0 aplOUOG TV NUEQWY, dAAK 1) owdTTa TG Cwn|g pag v Xowot. Eva étog
XWOIG TIROTEVLXT), CLYXWENOT KAL €A€0G YIVETAL AKAQTIO" VW AKOUT] Kal i NpéQa,
OtV BLOVETAL HE TATEIVWOT) KL HETAVOLR, YiveTat TAovowx o€ Xdon. Ewoepxdpevol
070 Vé0o €10¢, ac avapwtnovpe: AVTavakAoLV Ta OTITIOL LAG TNV ELQT)VT] TOV
Xototov; Maptupovv ta Adyiax pag to EvayyéAo; davepwvel n Cwr) pag eAmtida oe
évav KOO0 oLXVA AT YWHEVO atd OO, DIXATHO KAL LOVAELR;

Méoa omnv aBepatotnta kat Tic gaydatec aAdayéc Twv kawv, 11 OB0d0EN
ExiAnoia duaknovooet pe BePatotnta ot n eAnida pag dev otneiletal otnv
avOpwTvn) dVVAUN 1) OTIS KOOULKES drafePatwoels, aAAa& otov Kvglo, o omtotog
Yevvnonie, otavpowOnie kat avaocmOnke ywx ) cwtnola pac. O ayiog Abavaoiog
pag vrevOuuilet 6t o XpLotog éyve dvOowmog, «tva Nueig Oeomombwpey kata
XA&otv». AvTtog elvat 0 OKOTIOG TG TTORELAG G LETH OTOV XQOVO: VX
HETAPOQPWVOUOTE, Alyo-Alyo, 0TV opoldT)TA TOL XELOTOV.
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()G MVELHATIKOS OAG TTATEQAG KAL TTOLUEVAQXTG €V XQLOTW, 0aG KAAW va aploete
TO VEO £T0G UE TTEOOEVXT), HLE ToTOTTA ot dYtor Muotrjowx g OpBodoov

ExkAnolag pag kat pe avavewpevn ayann Heta&V pnag. Ag evioxVOOUUE TIG
OLKOYEVELEG HAG WG MIKQES EKKANOLXOTUCES KOLVOTNTES, ag kaxBodnyrjoovpe ta
TIADLA HAG [LE TO TIAQADELYUA HAGS, &G PQOVTICOVIE TOVS PTWXOUS KAL TOUG
TIAOXOVTEG KAL &g Tagapelvovpe otabepol otn Lo g Ayiag EkkAnolag. ‘Etoy, to
véo €tog Oa yivet aAnOva «éviavtog Kupiov dextog».

EiOe 1 evAoyia tov Néov ‘Etouvg va unv etvat pévo aAdayr) nueoounviag, aAAa
aAAayn kaduis. EiBe o Kvplog va oag xapllet vyela Puxng Kat cUATog, LoV
ota Ot 0aG Kt akAovTTr) eATtida oe kaOe doxipaoia,

Me matowr) ayamnn kat evxeg ev XpLotw,

J{ o N&ow %ﬁ\Qﬁ\Sq\ﬁ>

1O Néag Tepoéng AmootoAog
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METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

Message of Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey for the Feast

Beloved children in the Lord,

By the grace of God, we are granted once again to celebrate the radiant
feast of the Holy Epiphany, the manifestation of the Holy Trinity at the
Jordan River. Today, the heavens are opened, the Father bears witness to
the Son, the Holy Spirit descends in the form of a dove, and Christ is
revealed to the world as the Light that enlightens every person.

As Saint Gregory the Theologian proclaims, “Christ is illumined; let us
shine forth with Him. Christ is baptized; let us go down with Him, that we
may also rise with Him.” The Baptism of the Lord is not merely an event of
the past, but a living invitation for each of us to renew our own baptismal
calling—to walk in repentance, humility, and obedience to the will of God.

The Lord enters the waters of the Jordan not because He is in need of
purification, but in order to sanctify creation itself. Saint John Chrysostom
reminds us that “He descended into the waters, not to be cleansed, but to
cleanse them, and through them, all who would be reborn by water and the
Spirit.” In Christ’s descent, the fallen world begins its ascent; the waters
become a source of healing, renewal, and life.

The Holy Epiphany calls us to remember who we are: children of God,
sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit. In a world often troubled by
confusion, division, and fear, the voice of the Father still resounds: “This is
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Through Christ, this voice

GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY
IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAX IEPXEHX

of the Epiphany 2026
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becomes a word of hope addressed also to us, calling us to live as sons and
daughters of light.

As we bless the waters today, we pray that the grace of the Holy Spirit may
bless our homes, our families, our communities, and all creation. May this
feast renew our faith, strengthen our love, and inspire us to bear witness to
Christ through lives of mercy, truth, and peace.

With paternal love in Christ, I pray that the light of the Theophany may
illumine your hearts and guide your steps throughout the new year.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

With paternal love and wishes,

F o galPran Rgodkale 5

+ Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ 07090-1656 - Telephone: (908) 301-0500 - Fax: (908) 301-1397
web: www.nj.goarch.org - e-mail: metropolis@goarch.org
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METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

Ayarnta tékva év Kuolw,

Me ) xaon xat ) eulavOpwmio Tov @0l aELWVOUAOTE Kt TAALY va
E0QTACOVE TI) HEYAAOTIQET) KAL AAUTIQOPOQO €00TH TV Ayiwv
Ocopavelwv, kKata TV omola pavepwvetal otov Iopddavr motapo to
pvototo ¢ Aytag kot Opoovotov Toudkdog. Xrjpuepov ot ovpavol
avotyovtal, 1 ewvt) tov Iatpdg pagrtueet mept tov Yiov, to Aylov
[Tvevpa kataPaivel ev eldel meplotepds kat 0 Koo nuwv Inocovg
XoLoTog ATMOKAAVTITETAL OTOV KOOUO WG T0 Pwe 10 aAnOwvo, «O pwtiCel
TTAVTA AVOQWTOV».

Ornwg dwdaoket o &ylog I'onyoptog o OeoAdyog, «Pwrtiletal 6 XQLotog:
Adppwpev ovv avte. BamtiCetal 6 XQLoTog: ovykatafPwpey, tva katl
ovvavaPBwpev». H Bantion tov Kvplov dev amoteAel anAwg éva
LOTOQLKO YEYOVOGS, AAAQ parveQvel pia OLaQkT) kot Coo TTIEOOKANOT)
TIROG OAOVG TOVG TOTOVGS, VA AVAVEWVOLV TO PATITIOUATIKO TOUG XQ£O0G
KQL VX TTOQEVOVTAL €V HETAVOLX, TATIEWVWOEL KAL VTIAKOT) OTO AYLO
OéAnua Tov Oeov.

O Kvpliog eloépyxetat ota Ddata Tov Iopdavn OxL dloTL ExeL avayKn
KkaOaguov, aAA& Y va ayikoel TNy ktion oAdkAnen. Kata tov ayto
Icwdvvn tov Xpuoodotopo, «katrABe ota vdata Ot Yix va kaOaOel,
aAAG Y va ta kaBapioet kat, O avTtv, OAOLG OOO0L TIPOKELTAL VA

GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY
IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAX IEPXEHX

Mnvnua tov Xgf. Mntpomoritov Néog Iepoéing k. Amootorov Yo TNV
Eopt) TV Oco@aviov 2026
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avayevvnOovv &€ vdatog kat ITvevuatog». Me tnv exovoa katdBaorn
oL XQLOTOV, 0 MEMTWKWS KOOUOS aX (el TNV avaBaot] Tov kat ta

vdata kabloTavTal Tyn aylaopov, Oepamnelag kat Cwn|g.

H ayla eoptr) twv Ocopaveiwv pag vevOuuilet tnv vpnAn pag kAnon:
OTL elpaote Tékva B0V, oEEAYLoUEVA e T dwEed Tov Ayilov
[Tvevpatog. Xe évav kKOoHUO Tov doKLUALETAL ATtO oUYXLOT), OLXAOHOUG
Kat pooug, n ewvr) tov Iateog eEakoAovOel va nxel akatamavoto:
«O016g €0ty 0 YOG pov 6 ayanntog, év @ evdoknoo». Ev Xplotw, 1)
VT auTr) Yivetat kat yix epac Adyog mapnyoolag, eAmidag kot
evOVVNG, KaAWVTAG pHag va COVHE KAL VA LAQTUQOVUE WG LIOL KAt
Ouyatépeg Tov PwToc.

KaBd¢ kata v nuéoa avtr) ayalovtal ta vdata, deopeOa OTwe 1M
xaon tov [avaytov I[Ivedpatog emokikoel kKat eDAOYNOEL TAG Olking,
TAG OKOYEVELRG, TAG evoplag kot oAdkANE™n TNV ktion. Eibe n mavieon
QALTN €0QTI] VA AVAVEWTEL TNV THOTN KOS, VX OTEQEWOTEL TNV AYATI HAG
KAL VA HAG EUTVEVTEL WOTE VX LAQTLUEOVHE TOV XOLOTO e Cwr) eAéoug,
aAnOelag kat elpnvnge.

Me matown aydnn ev Xpotw, evxopoL 0AOPvXa OTIWS TO PWS TWV
Ocopavelwv eoTilel TIC KaEOLES oag kal katevOVVEL TA Pr)HaTd OAg
k0" OAN TN dLAQKELX TOV VEOL €TOUG.

Metd MOAA@V TATOEIKWV EVXWY,

T 5 N Fgom SIS,

T O Néag Iepoéng AmooTtorog

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ 07090-1656 - Telephone: (908) 301-0500 - Fax: (908) 301-1397
web: www.nj.goarch.org - e-mail: metropolis@goarch.org
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The Baptism of Christ | Theophany

From the first century of the Christian Church, the faith-
ful have always observed “The Festival of Lights.” In the
deep Midwinter, this feast celebrates the advent of the
Son of God, his coming into the

down, and cast into the fire” (Mt 3:10). In the icon, this
detail shows that although the Baptizer must now “decrease
so Christ may increase,” John’s teachings and role are not
done away with now that the Holy

world as Jesus Christ, and his early
years up to and including his baptism
in the Jordan, which heralded the be-
ginning of Jesus’s ministry on earth,

Over the centuries, various as-
pects of Christ’s early years were
separated into individual feasts ob-
served on different days: his Nativity,
the Visitation ol the Magi, his pre-
sentation in the Temple, and his cir-
cumcision. But the principal event of
the Feast of Lights—Christ’s Bap-
tism—was always commemorated
on January 6. Why is this event so
important?

The event depicted in the icon is
that described in the Gospels of Mat-
thew, Mark, and Luke; here is
Matthew’s version:

Then Jesus came from Galilee
to John at the Jordan to be bap-
tized by him. And John tried to
prevent Him, saying, “I need to
be baptized by You, and are

Trinity has been revealed. On the
bank opposite John the Baptist, an-
gels wait invisibly to receive the
newly baptized Christ and clothe
Him. So on the left is the Forerunner
of Christ, John, his sermon of repen-
tance represented by the tree and axe;
on the right are the angels, who wait
in reverence to accept the newly re-
vealed Son of God. In the middle is
the moment of revelation itself.

Jesus Christ, despite being submerged
in the Jordan, is shown standing up
and staring straight at us. His body is
depicted as strong and beautiful, as it
is understood classically, and in older
icons He is naked. Christ appears al-
most as wide as the river Jordan it-
self—indecd, it is as though Jesus
Christ, rather than the river, is cutting
a swath through the rocky wilderness
on either side.

The Icon of the Theophany, in ad-
dition to depicting the Holy Trinity,

You coming to me?”’

“But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit
it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to ful-
fill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him.
When He had been baptized, Jesus came up im-
mediately from the water; and behold, the heav-
ens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and alighting upon
Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven,
saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.” (Mt 3:13-17)

This, then, is the Epiphany (revelation) of the Holy Trin-
ity, otherwise known as Theophany, which literally means
a “revelation of God” in Greck (@zogdveLn). The icon de-
picts the Holy Trinity (something rare in Orthodox iconog-
raphy): God the Father, shown in the abstract bursting into
the human realm, at the very top of the composition; God
the Holy Spirit. in the form of a dove; and God the Son,
Christ, in the midst of the Jordan River.

The paradox that Jesus Christ might be revealed as God
through an act of submission to a mere man, John, is shown
well in the icon. Though John is baptizing Christ, it is the
former who is shown bent over in reverence to the latter.
In other icons, John is shown with his face turned toward
heaven and beholding the miracle of the Theophany:; cither
way, despite being the Baptizer, he is not central to the
scene. Near John is a tree with an axe laid at the root, re-
calling John’s own preaching to those who came to him:
“And now also the ax is laid to the root of the trees: there-
fore every tree which brings not forth good fruit is hewn

19 KOINONIA

also answers the question of the
Forerunner: I need to be baptized by
You, and are You coming to me? The answer is in what
Christ does with his hands. Whereas in Western art, Jesus
is shown submitting to John's authority, in Orthodox icons
Christ’s hands are shown not in prayer but in a sign of
blessing. Rather than the waters of the Jordan cleansing
Christ, it is Christ who purifies and blesses the waters. This
is why at the bottom of most Theophany icons, terrible
little creatures appear to be fleeing from the feet of Christ;
they represent the Jordan itself and sometimes the sea. This
is a reflection of the words of the Psalmist regarding the
Messiah, the Christ: “The sea saw and fled, the Jordan
turned back™ (Ps 114:3).

This is the depth and profundity of the Baptism of Christ,
the Feast of Lights that revealed the Holy Trinity and
cleansed the waters of baptism so that we, like the fish
shown in the icon, may swim in pure waters.

Of old, the river Jordan

Turned back before Elisha’s mantlie at Elijah’s ascension.
The waters were parted in two

And the waterway became a dry path.

This is truly a symbol of baptism

By which we pass through this mortal 1{Pe.

Christ has appeared in the Jordan to sanctify the waters!

(English text adapted from http://
iconreader.wordpress.com/2011/01/06/baptism-ol-christ-
the-theophany-icon/)
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JANUARY 30
THE THREE HIERARCHS

The eleventh-century Chris-
tian appears to have been
much more deeply concerned
about his religion than the
generations which preceded
him and those which have
followed. He enjoyed a
greater freedom of expression
than the predecessor who
worshipped Jesus Christ at
the peril of his life, and his life
was not crowded with the

- social changes brought on by the invention of the printing press

and the machine age. Unencumbered by ideologies spawned in
revolution and knowing only one Mother Chureh, his popular topic
of conversation was religion, which invariably came down to a
debate about who was the greatest figure in Christian history.
These rather innocent and'well-intended arguments, which by to-
day’s standards appear ill-considered, very often assumed serious
proportions, to the point that a formal consideration was
necessitated and resulted in the rather unusual celebration of three
of our greatest theologians on the same day.

There are heroes galore in the Christian Church, any one of
whom could be selected as a favorite, and of the favorites that
cropped up in private or public discussion there were three that
were most commonly mentioned. These three, who had the
remarkable coincidence of serving the Lord in the fourth century,
were St. Basil the Great, St. Gregory the Theologian, and St. John
Chrysostom. The debates that began in the home or market-place
soon spread into the Church and its councils and found their way
into the upper echelons of the hierarchy, not out of proportion
but out of an evolution of ideas wholly natural to the eleventh-
century Christian structure.

With an absolute state rule there was little challenge for the
brighter minds of the time in government, civil service, as a result
of which the intellectuals as well as the dedicated found themselves
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- drawn to the Church. The tax collector commanded little respect,
but the cleric was a man very highly esteemed, and it was to this
spiritual servant that the average citizen turned for many ser-
vices, some of which were outside his sphere of authority. It was
quite natural then that a religious question would be brought to
the priest and that the controversy would pyramid beyond him
to the highest and most respected prelates.

Honored as “Doctors” of the Church, Sts. Basil, Gregory, and
John were intellectual giants of equal stature, serving God and
man with an equally high level of devotion and spirit. They were
theologians and philosophers of the highest order, as well as gifted
educators, orators, and spiritual leaders whose influence was such
that seven hundred years after they appeared they were still so
highly esteemed as to touch off a dispute as to who just might
be greatest. After years of polemics, the burning issue reached
a climactic conclusion in 1081, during the reign of Emperor
Alexios, and then only by what would appear to be the result of
divine intervention.

One of the most highly respected prelates of the day was
Bishop John of Galatia, known throughout the Byzantine Empire
for his considerable wisdom and spiritual integrity, a man who
had refused to be drawn into an argument which by then divided
the Christian community into three different camps in a sorry
display of ill-advised but unavoidable dispute. Some of the greatest
minds of the Church became involved in a matter that was spin-
ning out of control and which posed a serious threat to the
solidarity of the Faith.

Bishop John of Galatia received a vision in which the Three
Hierarchs in question appeared to him to deplore the current
disagreement and to ask him to step into the breach with an an-
nouncement of their visit and their admonition that the three were
equal in the sight of God. Whoever disputed this would, therefore,
dispute God. The elated Bishop John went to Constantinople to
announce the divine visitation and the tumult was transformed
to quiet accord when this relatively simple solution to what up
until then had been an uncompromising strife was revealed.
Almost overnight harmony was restored. A formal declaration
of the equality of the three saints was issued and January 30 was
designated as the feast day celebrating the equation of St. Basil
the Great, St. Gregory the Theologian, and St. John Chrysostom.
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THE HISTORY OF THE VASILOPITA

In the middle of the table during New Year’s, a Vasilopita bread
is placed in honor and tribute and eternal memory of St. Basil the
Great. Every year a gold coin is placed in the Vasilopita for good
luck to whoever receives it. The history of the vasilopita has two
versions. The first version is explained like this:

In the time of the Roman Emperor Julianos, somewhere in the
East, when traveling towards Persia, he passed through the city of
Caesarea. On hearing of his arrival, Bishop Basil (a long time friend
and student buddies in Athens) came out to greet him, along with the
people of the city.

The Emperor demanded that royal gifts be o /’-5"

brought to him, because that was the tradition
when royalty came to visit. Bishop Basil was poor
he had nothing expensive to offer to the Emperor, 7l
s0 he offered him three loaves of bread. As a ( ;
thenk you, the Emperor instructed his servants to :
repay the bishop with plain hay from the fields. l
The Bishop did not leave without an answer to the
injustice and embarrassment that he received from |
the Emperor. \ b

“Your Majesty, we the people offered to you /‘
what we had and what we traditionally eat, and
you returned the favor with an insult.”

The Emperor became angry and said: “Now )
accept my gift and when I return victorious from
battle, I will burn down your city and I will imprison your people
because even the gods that I worship, you and your people are
against.”

St. Basil returned to the city and invited his people to give him
information concerning the Emperor’s decision and said: “Don’t
worry, let’s all gather up our coins together in one place, and when
we hear that the Emperor is coming, we will throw them in the street
as he is coming and from this act of love he will be satisfied and he
will forget the threats that he made to us. Everyone did as the Bishop
advised them to do. He then separated the gold, the silver, the stones
and gems and placed them in a safe place. The Bishop then to be fair
wrote down all the names of the people who gave. When the King
came back with his army of soldiers, the Bishop told everyone to fast
for 3 days and they were all told to travel to the Twin Hills of
Caesarea where the church of the Mother of God was located. The
Bishop then told them to pray to the Virgin Mary so she could change
the murderous mind of the King.

At that time, the Bishop saw a vision of soldiers surrounding the
area. He saw the Virgin Mary sitting on a large throne with angels
guarding her. He heard her say: “Call upon Merkourios”, In an in-
stant, Merkourios the Great Martyr showed up with his armor and
weapons and She gave the command to defeat the King. Then She
called upon St. Basil and gave him a book describing the creation of
the world. St. Basil then wrote the translation of the six days that
God took to create the world. When it came for him to write about
mankind, the vision disappeared into the heavens. His brother, St.
Gregory of Nyssa added to the theme.

After that scene, St. Basil then left and came down to the city and
visited the church of St. Merkourios. He realized that the Holy relic
of the Saint was gone and it was placed on the hilltop to calm the
worries of the people. “Let us all glorify God my brethren, King
Julianos is dead. Come and receive back the gold pieces that you
gave to save the city”, said the Bishop. The people said in response,
“we were giving this money to the king and we can't deny the heav-
ens who protected us from death.” St. Basil complemented them on
their faith and he gave them back one-third of their gift. The remain-
ing amount was used to build hospitals, nursing homes, orphanages
and hostels. This event then became a tradition as well as historical
for the people of Caesarea.

Now there is another version of the story that is expressed differ-
cntly from the previous version.

©nce upon a time in the land of Caesarea, there was once a ruler
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who sent his servants to the Bishop of Caesarea asking for the trea-
sure of the city and if the Bishop refused he would send his army to
capture and imprison all of the people of the city. The Christians,
who truly loved their Bishop, after hearing what the riler demanded,
went to their homes and collected all the gold, and silver that they
had to offer as their gift to the Bishop so he can repay the ruler, Dur-
ing the night, the Bishop began to pray to God for the protection of
the city. In the morning the armies of the ruler surrounded the city.
The ruler asked to see the Bishop; the people told him that he was
waiting for him in the front entrance of the church. The ruler came
gm tothe Bishop and told him to give up all of the treasures
€ of the city.

| The Bishop just starred at him and said, “The only
\ ';4 treasure that this city has is its poor, hungry and the suf-
S | fering.”
3 “Let’s leave that aside”, said the ruler, “tell me

where you hid the gold.”

“The gold is for the poor”, the Bishop said, “there
b is no surplus.”

The ruler got angry and said, “If you don’t give
me all the gold, T will take yours.”

The Bishop smiled and said, “You can iook all
¢ you want but the only thing you will find is the clothes
and vestments that I am wearing.

The ruler said to him, “I will exile you and send
you in chains to another country”

The Bishop then said, “My country is in heaven”.

Then the ruler said, “T will kill you.”

“Even better”, said the Bishop. “That will give me the opportu-
nity to reach heaven above sooner.”

The ruler became angry, he was frustrated and he wanted to do
harm to the bishop. So, he commanded the soldiers to attack him.
The Bishop answered, “Your greediness will finish you. Don’t huxt
the people of the city, because they caused you no harm. If you de-
sire your gold, it’s here waiting for you.” At that moment, he showed
him a large bag, but before the ruler had a chance to get a closer look,
a man on a horse was descending from the heavens above and was
battling the soldiers of the ruler, This man was as bright as the sun.

In that instant, the ruler's army turned to dust. They vanished.
The man on the horse was St. Merkourios who rode down with an-
gels and defeated the army. When this miracle happened, the resi-
dents of the city were glorilying God. Now that the city was saved,
the Bishop was now put into a difficult position because he was think-
ing of what to do with the gold that the people offered. He had a di-
lemma. He thought about inviting everyone together to give them
back their gold, but he was afraid that his people would be greedy and
start another chaos. So, the Bishop took council in prayer and asked
the Lord to give him some insight on this dilemma.

The next day the Bishop invited all the servants from the house of
the poor and asked them to bake small loaves of sweet bread and to
place or insert some gold coins in them. Afterwards, the bishop then
distributed the sweet bread to each resident of his city. Some of them
questioned “the gift” of bread given to them by their beloved Bishop.

What kind of a gift was this? They didn’t know what to make of
it. But later as they gathered in their homes, each family cut the small
sweet bread and what should they find, but the pieces of gold hidden
inside. This was a blessing because everyone was satistied with the
gold pieces they received.

From then on, this became an annual tradition and it has been
passed down from generation to generation. And on New Year’s Day
as we celebrate with our families the cutting of the sweet loaf of bread
or as it has become known as the “Vasilopita” named so in honor of
St. Basil the Great, we too look forward to finding the lucky “coin”
in the hopes that we too will be blessed in the coming year and years
to come.,

Happy New Year and May God and
Agios Vasili Bless all of us!
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Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia

at naught, and in his willingness to give himself up to every
suffering for the sake of the Faith, showed himself to be a mar-
tyr by volition. Modestus, amazed at Basil’s fearlessness in his
presence, said that no one had ever so spoken to him. “Per-

Saint Basil the Great was born about the end of the year 329
in Caesarea of Cappadocia, to a family renowned for their
learning and holiness. His parents’ names were Basil and
Emily. His mother Emily (commemorated July 19) and his
grandmother Macrina (Jan. 14) are Saints of the
Church, together with all his brothers and sisters: = 04
Macrina, his elder sister (July 19), Gregory of
Nyssa (Jan. to), Peter of Sebastia (Jan. 9), and |
Naucratius. Basil studied in Constantinople un- vy
der the sophist Libanius, then in Athens, where |
also he formed a friendship with the young Gre- |
gory, a fellow Cappadocian, later called “the
Theologian.”

Through the good influence of his sister
Macrina (see July 19), he chose to embrace the
ascetical life, abandoning his worldly career. He
visited the monks in Egypt, in Palestine, in
Syria, and in Mesopotamia, and upon returning
to Caesarea, he departed to a hermitage on the
Iris River in Pontus, not far from Annesi, where
his mother and his sister Macrina were already
treading the path of the ascetical life; here he also wrote hrs
ascetical homilies.

About the year 370, when the bishop of his country re-
posed, he was elected to succeed to his throne and was en-
trusted with the Church of Christ, which he tended for eight
years, living in voluntary poverty and strict asceticism, hav-
ing no other care than to defend holy Orthodoxy as a worthy
successor of the Apostles. The Emperor Valens, and
Modestus, the Eparch of the East, who were of one mind with
the Arians, tried with threats of exile and of torments to bend
the Saint to their own confession, because he was the bastion
of Orthodoxy in all Cappadocia, and preserved it from heresy
when Arianism was at its strongest. But he set all their malice

On January 6th

Today the grace of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove

descended upon the waters.

Today the waters of the Jordan are transformed into

healing by the coming of the Lord.

Today the transgressions of men are washed away by

the waters of the Jordan.

Today Paradise has been opened and the Son of

Righteousness shines down upon us.

Today we have been delivered from darkness and illuminated

with the light of the knowledge of God.

Today the Master hastens toward baptism that He may

lift man up to the heights.

Today the Master buries in the waters
the sin of mortal man.

Today the Master receives testimony from on high,

that He is the beloved Son.

Today the Master comes to sanctify the nature of the waters.
~Epiphany Prayer
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haps,” answered the Saint, “youn have never met
a bishop before.”

The Fmperor Valens himself was almost
won over by Basil’s dignity and wisdom. When
Valens’ son fell gravely sick, he asked Saint Ba-
sil to pray for him. The Saint promised that his
_ son would be restated if Valens agreed to have
him baptized by the Orthodox; Valens agreed,
Basil prayed, and the son was restored. But af-
terwards the Emperor had him baptized by
Arians, and the child died soon after. Later,
8 Valens, persuaded by his counselors, decided to
send the Saint into exile because he would not
accept the Arians into communion; but his pen
Ml broke when he was signing the cdict of banish-
ment. He tried a second time and a third, but the

dl same thing happened, so that the Emperor was
fill ed with dread and tore up the document, and Basil was not
banished. The truly great Basil, spent with extreme ascetical
practices and continual Iabours, at the helm of the church, de-
parted to the Lord on the 1st of January, in 379. at the age of
forty-nine.

His writings are replete with wisdom and erudition, and rich
are these gifts he set forth the doctrines concerning the mys-
teries both of the creation (see his Hexaemeron) and of the
Holy Trinity (see On the Holy Spirit). Because of the majesty
and keenness of his eloquence, he is honored as “the revealer
of heavenly things” and “the Great.”

Saint Basil is also celebrated on January 30th with Saint
Gregory the Theologian and Saint John Chrysostom.

BaCl

NOTICE:

Due to increased
postal charges, the 2026
Ecclesiastical Church
calendars will be distributed
personally to pledged
stewards of Saint
Nicholas Church. To
ensure that every
steward receives a
calendar, only one will
be given to each family.
ot + 2 s The calendars may be

picked up by visiting
the Church Secretary
during regular business
hours. If anyone is
unable to pick up their
calendar during those
times, please contact Eleni
Kostalas-Lentis, Church
Secretary, at (410-633-5020)
to arrange a suitable time for
pick up.
Thank you for your
cooperation.
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HOW CAN I RECEIVE SPIRITUAL CONTRITION THROUGH PRAYER?

A monk once asked his Abbot who was filled with
wisdom and was experienced in the fields of spiri-
tuality a question: “T love chanting the Byzantine
Hymmns, and I am very proud to say that I have a
great voice” The Abbot said: “The Soul my son is
not satisfied totally just by hearing the melody of
the hymn. It is satisfied by the written word of the
Hymn’s Contents.” The Abbot continued by saying
that if you just sing for the melody, you
are in danger of falling into vanity, and
your heart will turn as hard as a rock. ‘
Whether you pray or chant, always be f )
in the presence of God. Don't allow
your thought to stray. It is through
the process of humility that gives
birth to contrition. Don’t show off
your wisdom or knowledge. It’s better
to choose fo be taught than to teach.

Taking all this in mind, if God sees your
love and humility, He will give you the
talent of Contrition. In order for Chris-
tians to pray, the Abbot said that we
must first have peaceful enthusiasm and
silence. When we pray together with others
in church, we must suspend ourselves from outside
distractions and loud voices which bring turmoil
to the hearts that are praying. In order to pray, we
must reach deep down in our heart and bring out
the inner pain with a peaceful mind dedicated to
God.

There are people, who suffer from physical ailments.
Even though they go under surgery or cauterization,
they suffer the pain and stress without yelling or
causing other problems. They go through the proce-
dure with peace in their hearts. There are also people
who are impatient that through their loud voices
cause and create disruption or confusion for others.
If these people think that they will avoid the pain,
they are mistaken. Later on they will be in greater
pain. Something like the examples above happen
when a person prays.

The Holy Fathers of the Church say that
when we pray in complete silence and
peace in our heart, our prayer is always
heard by God. Whenever we pray with
loud voices, with demonstration whether

w Civil or Political, this can become
N scandalous. We as Christians
should refrain from outside
disturbances when we pray.
We need to choose a proper
setting or place, and make sure that
the place is very peaceful. This is what
God desires according to the prophet who
said; “When | see a person praying with in a peace-
Jul and humble manner, the words which are heard,
then they will be accepted by God.”Any person who
chooses to pray in this manner becomes the example
of Light for others to follow.

Father Michael L. Pastrikos

éqffee SPONSOR A

en Hour COFFEE HOUR
% We have resumed the Coffee Hour following

the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Please consider
sponsoring a coffee hour in memory of a loved
one, for the health of your family, or in honor of
our Saint Nicholas Church. Please call the office at

410-633-5020 to schedule.

Thank you for your
support!

25 KOINONIA

of¢

IMPORTANT NOTICE

If you have not been receiving notifications from the
church, we kindly request that you notify the church office
of any change of address, phone number (home and/or
cell) as well as change of your e-mail address.

Thank you fOT yoUr cooperation.
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BLESSING YOUR HOME 2026

[ o e e e G e e 2 2 % [P [T, AND SUBMIT IT TO CHURCH * 3

: Blessing Your Home

| Dear Parishioners:
I Inthe month of January, we celebrate a Great Feast within the Orthodox Church. Epiphany, the baptism of our
I Lord Jesus Christ, on January 6th, It is the season of the blessing of the Holy Waters, when also the parish priest
I through his very rich custom brings the Blessed Holy Water to the faithful in their homes and business establish-

ments. This enables everyone to receive the Great Blessing of our Lord for the New Year of 2026. I feel that this is
I 4 beautiful custom. that as your priest, bringing the Blessed Holy Water of Epiphany to you, my parishioners, al-
I lows me to remain close to you and your family. We request that you fill out the form below or call the church
I office, and your request will be forwarded to Father Michael who will contact you to arrange a convenient time.

I PLEASE NOTE: Only those homes that submit this form or call will be visited. I hope that each family will take
| advantage of this traditional and important blessing for the New Year of 2026. With Paternal Blessing and Best
I Wishes for this Holiday Season!

Father Michael
BLESSING OF HOME/BUSINESS

PHONE:

DDRESS: ...

Preferred time of visit: Morning .................. Afternoon........cceeevenivenee.. Evening
| (Please check one)

-—}-—z————
-
z

I Piease complete this form and return to the church office or call 410-633-5020.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
1
|
|
|
With Love in Christ Jesus, :
|
1
I
|
|
1
i
1
I
I
off

li'..‘

TR X

-

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it
Proverbs 22:6
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Ecumenical Patriarch and Pope Sign Joint
Declaration Affirming Commitment to Unity,
Rejection of Violence

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and Pope Leo XIV sign a joint declaration at the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, on November 29, 2025. (Photo credit: Vatican Media)

December 1, 2025

At the Phanar, the sacred center of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in
Constantinople on November 29, 2025, His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and His Holiness Pope Leo XIV signed an historic Joint
Declaration that reiterated their commitment, on behalf of both Churches, to
continue to pursue dialogue for the ultimate goal of restoring full communion
between the Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church. The Declaration
also reaffirms the Hierarchs' mutual rejection of using religion to justify
violence. This Joint Declaration will form the foundation of future efforts to heal
ancient divisions and heed the words of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, "that
they all may be one" (John 17:21).

The Declaration firmly rejects religious violence and concludes on an inspiring
note of abiding faith in these troubled times: “While we are deeply alarmed by
the current international situation, we do not lose hope. God will not abandon

humanity.”
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On the eve of the feast of Saint Andrew the First-called Apostle, brother of the Apostle Peter and patron of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, we, Pope Leo XIV and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, give heartfelt thanks to God, our merciful Father, for the
gift of this fraternal meeting. Following the example of our venerable predecessors, and heeding the will of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we continue to walk with firm determination on the path of dialogue, in love and truth (cf. Eph 4:15), towards the hoped-for
restoration of full communion between our sister Churches. Aware that Christian unity is not merely the result of human efforts, but
a gift that comes from on high, we invite all the members of our Churches - clergy, monastics, consecrated persons, and the lay
faithful - earnestly to seek the fulfilment of the prayer that Jesus Christ addressed to the Father: “that they may all be one, even as
you, Father, are in me, and | in you... so that the world may believe" (Jn 17:21).

The commemoration of the 1700th anniversary of the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea, celebrated on the eve of our meeting,
was an extraordinary moment of grace. The Council of Nicaea held in 325 AD was a providential event of unity. The purpose for
commemorating this event, however, is not simply to call to mind the historical importance of the Council, but to spur us on to be
continuously open to the same Holy Spirit who spoke through Nicaea, as we wrestle with the many challenges of our time. We are
deeply grateful to all the leaders and delegates of other Churches and ecclesial communities who were willing to participate in this
event. In addition to acknowledging the obstacles that prevent the restoration of full communion among all Christians - obstacles
which we seek to address through the path of theological dialogue — we must also recognize that what binds us together is the
faith expressed in the creed of Nicaea. This is the saving faith in the person of the Son of God, true God from true God,
homoousios with the Father, who for us and our salvation was incarnate and dwelt among us, was crucified, died and was buried,
arose on the third day, ascended into heaven, and will come again to judge the living and the dead. Through the coming of the Son
of God, we are initiated into the mystery of the Holy Trinity — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - and are invited to become, in and
through the person of Christ, children of the Father and co-heirs with Christ by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Endowed with this
common confession, we can face our shared challenges in bearing witness to the faith expressed at Nicaea with mutual respect,
and work together towards concrete solutions with genuine hope.

We are convinced that the commemoration of this significant anniversary can inspire new and courageous steps on the path
towards unity. Among its decisions, the First Council of Nicaea also provided the criteria for determining the date of Easter,
common for all Christians. We are grateful to divine providence that this year the whole Christian world celebrated Easter on the
same day. It is our shared desire to continue the process of exploring a possible solution for celebrating together the Feast of
Feasts every year. We hope and pray that all Christians will, “in all wisdom and spiritual understanding” (Col 1:9), commit
themselves to the process of arriving at a common celebration of the glorious resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This year we also commemorate the 60" anniversary of the historic Joint Declaration of our venerable predecessors, Pope Paul V|
and Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, which extinguished the exchange of excommunications of 1054. We give thanks to God
that this prophetic gesture prompted our Churches to pursue “in a spirit of trust, esteem and mutual charity the dialogue which,
with God's help, will lead to living together again, for the greater good of souls and the coming of the kingdom of God, in that full
communion of faith, fraternal accord and sacramental life which existed among them during the first thousand years of the life of
the Church” (Joint Declaration of Pope Paul VI and Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, 7 December 1965). At the same time, we
exhort those who are still hesitant to any form of dialogue, to listen to what the Spirit says to the Churches (cf. Rev 2:29), who in
the current circumstances of history urges us to present to the world a renewed witness of peace, reconciliation and unity.
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Convinced of the importance of dialogue, we express our continued support for the work of the Joint Inlernational Commission for

the Theological Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church, which in its current phase is examining
issues that have historically been considered divisive. Together with the irreplaceable role that theological dialogue plays in the
process of rapprochement between our Churches, we also commend the other necessary elements of this process, including
fraternal contacts, prayer, and joint work in all those areas where cooperation is already possible. We strongly urge all the faithful
of our Churches, and especially the clergy and theologians, to embrace joyously the fruits that have been achieved thus far, and to
labor for their continued increase.

The goal of Christian unity includes the objective of contributing in a fundamental and life-giving manner to peace among all
peoples. Together we fervently raise our voices in invoking God's gift of peace upon our worid. Tragically, in many regions of our
world, conflict and violence continue to destroy the lives of so many. We appeal to those who have civil and political
responsibilities to do everything possible to ensure that the tragedy of war ceases immediately, and we ask all people of good will
to support our entreaty.

In particular, we reject any use of religion and the name of God to justify violence. We believe that authentic interreligious dialogue,
far from being a cause of syncretism and confusion, is essential for the coexistence of peopies of different traditions and cultures.
Mindful of the 60th anniversary of the declaration MNostra Aetate, we exhort all men and women of good will to work together to
build a more just and supportive world, and to care for creation, which is entrusted to us by God. Only in this way can the human
family overcome indifference, desire for domination, greed for profit and xenophobia.

While we are deeply alarmed by the current international situation, we do not lose hope. God will not abandon humanity. The
Father sent his Only-Begotten Son to save us, and the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, bestowed upon us the Holy Spirit, to
make us sharers in his divine life, preserving and protecting the sacredness of the human person. By the Holy Spirit we know and
experience that God is with us. For this reason, in our prayer we entrust to God every human being, especially those in need, those
who experience hunger, loneliness or illness. We invoke upon each member of the human family every grace and blessing so that
“their hearts may be encouraged, as they are knit together in love, to have all the riches of assured understanding and the
knowledge of God's mystery," who is our Lord Jesus Christ (Col 2:2).

From the Phanar, 29 November 2025
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SAINT NICHOLAS NAME DAY LITURGY
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SAINT NICHOLAS NAME DAY DANCE
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THOUGHTS FROM EVA LALLAS

Saint Nicholas:
Our Church

A new month... A
new year! Apxwnvid
K Apxixpovia! A fresh
start....All is calm as
we bask in the joyful
celebration of  our
Lord’s birth. For wus
Orthodox Christians the
celebration continues as we commemorate the Epiphany,
the Theophania on January 6th. What a wonderful
experience it must have been for those witnessing the
divine revelation of the Holy Trinity! Jesus being baptized
by John the Baptist in the River Jordan, the Holy Spirit in
the form of a dove descending on Jesus, as the heavens
above open and the voice of God is heard proclaiming “This
is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased!”

This is the reason that our Church signifies this day as one
of the most important days on the liturgical calendar; the
Glory of God is revealed to us. This inspirational day in
early January, decreed by the Holy Fathers, sets the pace for
all the major feast days that our Church will commemorate
throughout the year.

We, the members of every congregation, are the LIVING
CHURCH of ChriSaint Our beautiful Saint Nicholas
building is the church, as are all sanctified structures in
which parishioners gather to attend services. This is the
building which calls us to worship and thank God. On
Sunday morning at 10 oclock no matter where we are we
know that the liturgical service is beginning. Even if we find
ourselves far from Saint Nicholas, our heart tells us that
we belong in church, hearing the Good News, celebrating
the Eucharistic Liturgy, glorifying and worshipping God
with our church family. What could be so important on
Sunday mornings and during the vespers of high holy days
as to draw us away from our church, away from honoring
and thanking God as an Orthodox Christian community.
Of course, we pray as individuals at home or wherever we
find ourselves, but it pleases God more to see His children-
His Body-united in prayer glorifying His name. Do we not
realize that our fellow parishioners miss us when we are
absent from among them?

The following comes from the late Father Menelaos
Papageorgiou, Protopresbyteros, of the Greek Orthodox
Church “Zoodohos Peghe” in Martin’s Ferry, Ohio which
the author finds worthy of sharing with the readers of the
Koinonia.
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“I am your church. I am here because you built me. I am
beautifully situated in your midSaint In the center of
your community I will be a cherished landmark to the
thousands who come to my door over the years. You built
me because you knew that your life would be incomplete
and unfulfilled without me. I am your church. I am here
not simply to adorn, but to serve. Your children and
youth come to me to learn the ways of honesty, industry,
morality and religion. Your brides and grooms come to my
altar that their weddings may be hallowed and sweetened
by divine blessings. I am your church. I comfort your sick
and sorrowing. I bury your dead and offer rest and solace
to the weary. I bring pardon and peace to those who are
burdened with sin. My message of mercy brings new life.
I am your church. My doors are open to all-rich and poor,
bond and free. My pulpit rings out the message of good
will to men, of peace and pardon and of a Savior’s love
to all. I teach you the ways of life and guide you on the
road to heaven. I am your church. Come and worship with
me; and I will serve you all your days on this earth and
beyond.”

As you read Father Papageorgiou’s meaning of the church,
can’'t you hear our beloved Saint Nicholas speaking to you?
Can you imagine life without our church? I don’t think
any of us can. Saint Nicholas offers us several avenues to
nurture us spiritually, learning more about our Lord Jesus
Christ and thus bringing us closer to Him. How do we
respond?

As we begin the new year and make many resolutions to
improve our personal lives, let us resolve not to overlook
resolutions which will benefit our souls. Let us resolve to
address our spiritual needs in preparation for our salvation
by giving as much, if not more, thought and effort to our
spiritual well-being as we do to our material needs.

Beginning this Sunday morning let us resolve to be IN
church regularly; accepting the invitation of the Panaghia
Platitera embracing us with outstretched arms, answering
the welcoming call to worship of Saint Nicholas.

Let us heed the words of Father Papageorgiou by taking
an in-depth look at our beloved Saint Nicholas; showing
our appreciation for all that she offers us by supporting
her; not only monetarily, but with our time and God-given
talents so that she “will serve (us) all (our) days on this
earth and beyond”

Wishing you a Blessed and
Happy New Year!

On a lighter note the author thinks that you will enjoy
“The Month After Christmas”

(Continued...)
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THOUGHTS FROM EVA LALLAS

The Month After Christmas

Twas the month after Christmas, and all
Through the house
Nothing would fit me, not even a blouse.
The cookies I’d nibbled, the eggnog
I would taste
At the holiday parties had gone to my waist.
When [ got on the scales there arose
Such a number!
When I walked to the store it was less a walk
Than a lumber.

' remembered the marvelous m-egif. ¥4 prepaied;
The gravies and sauces and beef nicely rare,
The wine and the rum balls, the bread
And the cheese
And the way I’d never said, “None

For me pleasg’”

As I dressed myself in my husband’s old shirt
And prepared once again to do battle with dirt—
I said to myself, as only I can
“You can’t spend another winter disguised as a man!”
So - - away with the last of the sour cream dip,
Get rid of the fruit cake, every cracker and chip
Every last bit of food that I like
Must be banished
Till all the additional ounces have vanished.
I won’t have a cookie - - not even a lick.

I won’t have hot biscuits, or cornbread, or pie,
I'll munch on a carrot and quietly cry.

[’m hungry, I’m lonesome, and life is a bore
But isn’t that what January is for?
Unable to giggle, life’s no longer a riot.

‘Happy New Year to all and to all a good diet!

~Author Unknown

9
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Goobp QUOTES

God is under no obligation to give us what we
expect.

All of humanity’s problems stem from man’s
inability to sit quietly in a room alone (with God).
—Blaise Pascal

God plus one believer is a majority.

When you feel like you're drowning in life,
don’t worry — your Savior, a Lifeguard walks on water.

Let nothing trouble you, let nothing frighten you
Everything passes, God never changes

Patience, Obtains all.

Whoever has God, wants for nothing. God alone
is enough.
—Saint Teresa of Avila

When [ am at peace within, I live among spiritual
riches.
-—Anonymous

Believe in the sun even if it isn’t shining.
Believe in love even when alone.
Believe in God even when He is silent.

May the road rise to meet you, May the wind
be always at your back; May the sun shine warm upon
your face, The rains fall soft upon your fields and until
we. meet again, May God hold you in the palm of His

Fland and:iasi Giadibless you.

o
7_/¢,
ACTUAL ANNOUNCEMENTS TAKEN
FROM CHURCH BULLETINS!

Don't let worry kill you - let the church help.

Thursday night - Potluck Supper.
Prayer and medication to follow.

Remember in prayer the many who are sick
of our church and community.
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‘5 @’ In addition, I am adding “The Greek Corner” which is the
G r e e k outcome of phrases frequently used during conversations with

Father Michael. They are sayings, parables, idioms with
variations that address and express life situations or specific
persons and have been common throughout the Greek world

C o r n e r for many generations. In fact, such messages are universal.

You are encouraged to inform us of some that are familiar to

you. Please send them to: el817@yahoo.com

1.). O xalAdg @idog otnv avaykn @aiverat!
A friend in need is a friend indeed!

&
N « 2.). To o18epo {eoT0 koAan!
1 Strike while the iron is hot!
3.). ‘Otorog Braderal, oxovraprel!
One who is in a hurry, stumbles!
Haste makes waste!

B
-e

4.). A¢ka, 8¢ka ta Aeyn!
He/she speaks 10 words at a time! Talks a lot! Motor mouth! Blabber mouth!

5.). 'Omoiog yupiler, pupider! kar omorog xaBerar, Bpwpaet!
One who makes the rounds, gets a whiff of everything! One who is idle stinks!
An active person gets to see and get a taste for what is available; he generally comes out ahead;
making better choices when shopping, comparing products and prices!
One who is idle is limited in knowing what is available, in making choices.

LA AL

Dear reader,
We thought that a new twist to The Greek Corner would be of interest to you!
What does each of these American phrases mean?
Is there a Greek phrase of similar meaning?

We would like your participation. Enjoy!

Please give us your opinions/answers by emailing Father Michael: frmichaelstdemetrios@gmail.com
We're looking forward to hearing from you. Thanks.

1) Down to the wire......... means?Similar meaning of Greek phrase.................
2) In hot water................. means?Similar meaning ofGreek phrase.................
3) Upintheair................. means?Similar meaning of Greek phrase.................
4) Bite the bullet................ means?Similar meaning of Greek phrase................
5) Burn the midnight oil....... means?Similar meaning of Greek phrase................
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~
prvag AeképPplog 0to oXoAelo pag eixe €VTOVO £0PTACTIKO XAPAKTHPA KAl YE[LOE Xapd, Snpovpyia Kat Q‘e - OO
ovvepyaocia TO00 To ekTAUSEVTIKO SUVALIKO 000 Kal To HadnTiKo. ek (30

210 TAAIGLO TWV XPLOTOVYEVVIATIKWV SPAGTNPLOTITWV, TTAPACKEVATAE Tapadoolakovs kovpauniéded, pe ) Beppn vioatipién Tov
ZvALoyov Tovéwv kat Kndepdvwv, o omoiog gpovtioe mpoBupa yia tnv mpopndeta OAwv Twv amapaitntwy LAKWY.

Madi pe Tovg padntés, yvwpicape kot OVOHACAE To VAKA TIOU XPTOUUOTIOOAE KAl GTT] GUVEXELX CLHHETEIKAUE ONOL EVEPYE OTT|
Sradwkaoia mapaockevnc. H Spaotnpiotnta mpaypatonow|fnie péoa oe khipa evBovotaopov, cvuvepyaoiag kot Xapds.

IMapdAinAa, 6ha ta adia Tov oxoleiov pag épadav ardd kat Buurdnkav ta tapadootakd kdhavta twv Xptotovyévvev. Ta
Tpayovdnoav atn yertovid Tov Ayiov NikoAdov kat 0Tn ovvéxeta, OAot padi, atn peydin kowotikn aibovoa, Ttapovsia cuyyevav Kot
@idwv Tpayoddnoav XpLoTovyevVIATIKA TpayobdLa, HETAPEPOVTAG TO EOPTAOTIKO TIVEDHA GE OAOVG.

Me avTég TIG Opop@eg SpAoels, To oxoAeio pag evXeTAL 08 OAOVG KAAT KL EVAOYNUEVT XPOVLA, [e VYeia, Xapd kal evTLYia TO VEO €TOG.

Me extipnon,

KaAMonn ITépov - BaotAetddn
Exnatdevtikog Anpotikrg Ekmaidevong

he month of December at our school had a strong festive character and filled both the teaching staff and the students with joy,
creativity, and a spirit of cooperation. As part of the Christmas activities, we prepared traditional kourabiedes with the warm
support of the PTA, which kindly took care of providing all the necessary ingredients.

Together with the students, we became familiar with and named the ingredients we used, and then everyone actively participated in
the preparation process. The activity took place in an atmosphere of enthusiasm, collaboration, and happiness.

At the same time, all the children of our school learned and revisited the traditional Christmas carols. They sang the carols in the
neighborhood of Agios Nikolaos and later, all together in the large community hall, in the presence of relatives and friends, they sang
Christmas songs, sharing the festive spirit with everyone.

Through these wonderful activities, our school wishes everyone a happy and blessed New Year, filled with health, joy, and happiness.
Sincerely,

Kelly Peros Vasiliades
Greek Language Teacher
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SAINT NICHOLAS CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Father Michael teaches about the
church and what Christmas means to
the students of the Greek School every
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.

Our Greek school celebrating with family, friends, and
a visit from Santa.
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RHODIAN SOCIETY BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

COME JOIN THE

Rhodian Society of Maryland
AT OUR ANNUAL

BULL, SHRIMP & OYSTER FEAST

TO BENEFIT SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Friday, February 06, 2026

from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
UAW Hall Local 239
1010 S. Oldham Street

Celebrate Valentines Day Early!!

gooooooooood

Come join us for a good time, plenty of food, good friends,
games and music!

Menu: All you can eat Steamed Shrimp, Raw Oysters, Pit
Beef, Pit Ham, Greek Salad, Corn Pudding, Shrimp soup,

Beer, soft drinks & much more included!! (menu subject to
change)

Adults: $65.00/pp & kids 12 & under $30.00

Interested in tickets or a table please contact:

Stella Karais, Bill Nychis, Vasilli Phillipou, Maritsa Angelou,
visit us on Facebook
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HGC AND GREEK SCHOOL SINGING THE KALANTA
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SAINT NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
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THANK YOU - CHRISTMAS CARD & POINSETTIAS

T

.-,

To our Beloved Parishioners who donated generously to the Community Christmas Card and Poinsettias,
we THANK YOU!

Fr. Michael and Presbytera Toula Pastrikos
Pantelis, Stamatia, Dimitris, Anna, & Katerina Ieromonahos
Saint Nicholas Diamonds

Saint Nicholas Hellenic Golden Coins Dance Group
Saint Nicholas Pan-Hellenic Dance Group
AHEPA Lord Baltimore Chapter #364

Ladies Philoptochos Society of St. Nicholas Church

Saint Nicholas G.O.YA.
Saint Nicholas Sunday School
Saint Nicholas Greek School and PT.A.

Spiro, Penny, Katerina, & Christina
Alafassos

Niki, Spiro, Nicholas, & Yianni
Alexandrou

Mary Amann

The Angelos Family - Mark, Popi, Irene
& Michael

Ms. Mary Antonas

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Aravides & Family

Andronikos, Paraskevi & Yiannis
Argetakis

Pantelis & Debbie Argirakis

Irene Filippou Arvanitis

Mr. & Mrs. George & Phaedra Avgerinos
& Family

Mr. & Mrs. Mark & Irene Black & Family

Catherine K. Bonolis

Lambrini Bournias

The Bournias Family

Mr. & Mrs. Georgios Britzolakis &
Family

Stanley Cavouras

Mr. & Mrs. Peter & Foula Cejpek &
Family

Bobby & Aspasia Charalambopoulos

George & Stavroula Chrisovergis

John & Teri Chrissomallis & Family

Metaxia Chrissomallis & Family

Sophie Chrissomallis

Mr. Phillip & Mrs. Marina Christ &
Family

Garifalia Conway

Harry J. Cook

Fotini Cornias

Larry, Kyriala, Kalliopi, Markella, &
Vasili Cornias

Roza Cornias

Milton & Emily Cossis

Anastasia & Marianthi Diniotis

Nikolas, Dimitra, Anastasios, & Stefanos
Douskas

Konstantinos Douskas & Family

Vasiliki Douskas & Family

Ernest & Lillian Eliou

James & Valasia Fakas

Nicholas Filippou

-y -~
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“Diagoras” Rhodian Society

Ladies Pan Chian Society
Olympian Brotherhood of America
United Chios Societies of Baltimore

Col. John E. & Patricia Gavrilis
Mike & Valentina Georgalas & Family
The Georgas Family

Fotini, Sofia & Penny Gerapetritis
Tommy, Irene, & Michael Gerapetritis
Despina Glykiadis

Konstantinos Glykiadis

Athena (Tina) Harris

Anastasia - Stasa Hatziefthimiou
Minas & Karla Hatziminas

Foula Haziminas

Minas & Fotini Houvardas & Family
George Ieromonahos & Family
Kapetanakos Family

Panagiotis & Eleni Karabelas & Family
Athanasios Karaflos

Gus & Sue Karagiannopoulos & Family
Eleftheria Karamichalis

Theologos Karamichalis

Mr. & Mrs. George Karoutsos & Family
Michael & Nora Kefalas

Mike & Katina Klosteridis & Family
Zinovia Koliadis

Kyriaki & Kostas Kontoudis

Jimmy & Denise Kosmas & Family

Mr. & Mrs. George Kostakis & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Koukides

Mr. George Koukides

Sotiri & Vasso Koumoudis & Family
Eva Lallas

Nikolaos Laskaridis

Minas, Eleni, Despina, & Georgia Lentis
Pericles & Melina Likakis

John Makris & Family

Manolis & Sofia Mastromanolis

Argie & Jimmy Maurakis & Family
Mrs. Tsambika Mavromoustakos
Christine Micklos

Mr. & Mrs. Kimon & Zinovia Milonas
Michalis & Flora Moniodis

Nezis Family & Anthi Koukoulas

Bill & Eva Nychis

John & Katina Palas & Family

Mr. Mrs. Takis & Kalliopi Papadopoulos
The Papathakis Family

Lucas & Renee Papavasiliou & Family

John, Popi, Foula, & Eliana Paragios

Paralis Family

Mary Paros

Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos & Angelica
Parthemos

Tony, Maria, Markella, & Nicoletta Pearce

Kalliopi Philippou

Vasilios Philippou & Aphrodite Strifas

Eleni Pikounis

John & Despina Pikounis & Family

Georgia Pitsos & Family

Minas, Sophia, & Maria Politis

James Prassinas & Family

George V. Protopapas & Family

Manolis Protopapas & Family

Nikolaos & Marina Protopapas

Christina Rologas

Dimitrios & Poli Roros

Dean & Soula Roxanis

Yianni, Voula & Vasili Sakelakis

Mike & Colette Sakellis

John & Angeliki Sfakianoudis & Family -
Yrép Yyeiog

Antonia Sfiriou

George Skandalis & Family

Mrs. Paraskevi Souranis

Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Stakias & Family

Mr. & Mrs. George & Mary Stakias &
Famil

Mike & Lemonia Stakias & Family

Gerasimos & Kalliopi Stavlas

George, Emily, Dimitri, Niko, & George

Nick & Kiki Syropoulos

Rhodea Tetteris

John, Renee, Johnny, & Stella Themelis

Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel & Maria
Theoharis & Family

Thorina Trintis & Family

Mr. & Mrs. George Tsampos

Stasa, Irene, Theofilos Vasilakopoulos

Frank & Irene Vasilios

George & Irene Vonakis

Tosif Vonakis & Family

The Yeakim Family

Steve & Katina Yianakis




SAINT NICHOLAS EPIPHANY SERVICE
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GREEK SCHOOL - VASILOPITA AND EPIPHANY
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GREEK SCHOOL PTA

PTA OFFICERS & MEMBERS
President Alexandra Forakis “&W % \
Vice President Maria Ileromonahos ,/-’J
Treasurer Alexandra Karoutsos
Recording Secretary Angela Yeakim
Corresponding Secretary Stella Fotinos Monday, ]anuary 12th at 5:30 pm
Members Angela Tserkis Monday, February 9th at 5:30 pm

Anna Ieromonahos
Dimitra Douskas

Monday, March 9th at 5:30 pm

Lia Dimas

Maria Lykos

Moshoula Tsamouras .

Sofia Vasiliadis Monday, April 20th at 5:30 pm
Sophia Politis Monday, May 11th at 5:30 pm

Tsambika Korologos
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Monday, January 5th

Monday, January 12th &
Wednesday, January 14th

TBD

Thursday, February 12th
Wednesday, February 18th
TBD

Monday, February 23rd
Monday, March 2nd

Sunday, March 22nd
Wednesday, April 1st
Saturday, April 4th
Monday, May 4th
Wednesday, May 27th
TBD

June 11th -14th
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Theophany - Craft & Video, Vasilopita Cutting
Lambades Making

Three Heirarchs Program
Tsiknopempti Fundraiser

Apokries Activities/Crafts

Godparents Sunday -Spaghetti Lunch, Laganes & Tiropites Fundraiser
Clean Monday: Lenten Foods & Craft
Marti Bracelets

Greek Independence Day Program
Easter Crafts

Lazarus Breakfast

Protomagia Celebration

End of Year Program

6th Grade Dinner

Kids Zone at Greek Festival
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

The Saint Nicholas Bilingual Early Education Center
provides a safe, nurturing, home away from home
learning center. We accept children from 6 weeks till
5 years of age. BEEC is hiring part-time and full-time
aides to assist our teachers at the Center. If you or
anyone you know is interested, please call the Center at
410-633-5020 extension 4 or message us on Facebook.

BEEC had a Christmas Program for the center’s families
where the children sang Christmas carols in both Greek
and English. Our program was completed with a visit
from Santa Claus. The Jumping Jaguars class did a
phenomenal job singing their songs “O Elato” and
“Dashing through the snow”.

Happy New Year! To welcome 2026, Father Michael will
be blessing our school and we will cut the traditional
Vasilopita with the BEEC Staft. The children will be
having a pajama party every Wednesday for the month
of January.
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SAINT NICHOLAS BILINGUAL
EARLY €EDUCATION CENTER

To Aiyhwooo Kévtpo ITpooxoAikng Aywyrng Ayiov Nikoldov
TIAPEXEL VAL ACPANEG, PPOVTIOTIKO, KEVTPO HAONoNG pakpLd
amno 1o omitt. Agyopaote maudid and 6 efSopddwy Ewg 5 eTwv.
Edv éxete omoleodnmote epwtnoels 1) xpetaleote mpoobeteg
TANPOPOPIES, Un SIOTACETE VA EMKOLVWVIOETE [E TO KEVTPO
070 410-633-5020 eowTepikd vovpepo 4 1} va pag oTeilete
prvopa oto Facebook.

To BEEC Siopydvwoe éva Xpiotovyevvidtiko IIpdypappa
YLOL TIG OLKOYEVELEG TOV KEVTPOU, OTIOL Ta TAUSLA TPayovdn oo
XPLOTOVYEVVIATIKA KAAAVTA 0T EAANVIKA KAt 0Ta oy YAUKAL.
To mpodypappd pag ohokAnpwdnke pe Tnv emiokeyn Tov
Ayov Baoihn. H 1d&n Jumping Jaguars ékove o eKANKTIKT)
SovAewa tpayovdwvtag ta tpayovdia g «O Elato» ka
«Rashing through the snow».

Koy Xpovid! Tia va kadwoopicovpe to 2026, o Iatépag
MixanA Ba evAoynoel To oxoAeio pog kat Ba kOWovpe TNV
napadootaxn Baohomta pe to mpoowmikd tov BEEC. Ta
naudia Oa kdvovy mrlapa dpTt kdBe Tetaptn yio TOV Urva
Iavovdpto.
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Goya would like to thank
everyone for supporting us in
2025 and wish the community a
happy and healthy new year!

Upcoming Events:

1/10 Annapolis Tournament E
1/17 Holy Trinity Tournament
2/7 Annual Bingo

SAINT NICHOLAS GOYA

BINGO NIGHT
February 7, 2026

Greektown Square & Events Center - 707 Quail Street, Baltimore, MD 21224 N -7
DOORS OPEN @ %:30pm ~ CAMES BECIN @ 6:00pm Aty L
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2oEs R.a ffles Food, Sweets,
Specials B Wine & Drink
Tricky Tray Raffles S5l WIS rinks

Door Prizes & More! Available for purchase!

Wear Pink or Red for a chance to win surprise prizes!

71Ul you need is love AND Fabulous Prizes...
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PHILOPTOCHOS

Jeremiah: 29: 11 For I know the plans I have for you,
“declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Wishing
everyone a Blessed New Year with Health, Happiness, and
Prosperity!

As the year begins, we look forward to continuing the
mission of Philanthropy and assisting those in need. We
are grateful for all the continued support and generosity to
our Philoptochos.

Thank you to all those that have donated to the
annual hat, gloves, and blanket drive. We will
continue to collect items until the end of January.
Your donations will be donated to the local Family
Crisis Center.

On January 11th, we will hold our Annual
Vasilopita cutting, and a special tray will be
passed around to benefit St. Basil's Academy.

Individual vasilopitakia will be distributed to all the
worshippers at the end of the Divine Liturgy. At this time,
we would like to thank Mrs. Despina Kostalas for her
donation and wish her and her family a Blessed New Year.

Please note the Brunch that was scheduled for Sunday,
January 18th has been cancelled to unforeseen
circumstances. We look forward to seeing everyone at our
next event.

SAVE THE DATE: ANNUAL APOKREATIKO DANCE
TO BENEFIT THE PHILOXENIA HOUSE SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 215" AT JIMMY’S FAMOUS SEAFOOD.
DETAILS TO FOLLOW

Donations to Saint Nicholas Philoptochos:
Mrs. Despina Kostalas

Spiros Catering

Mrs. Flora Moniodes

Mrs. Garifilia Conway

Saint Nicholas Food Drive:
Anonymous Donor

In memory of Michael Verinakis:
Maria Verinakis

Donations to Philoxenia House:
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Koukides

46 KOINONIA

PHILOPTOCHOS

Iepepiag: 29:11 AtéTt yvwpilw Ta ox€dix OV Exw YLax €066,
Sndaver o Koprog, «oxedidler va oag evnueprioet kau ox1 va oo
Préavyel, oxédix va oag dwaoer eAmida ko péAdov. Evyopaote

o€ 01ovg pix evdoynuéve véa ypovidk pe vyeia, EVTUYIX K
svnuepia!

KaBag Eextva n) xpovid, avumopovovpe va guvexiocovpe Ty
anootoA} TG PlavBpwmiag kat va Bondrcovpe dcovg £xouvy
avaykn). Eipaote evyvapoveg yia OAn T ocuvexr vmootrpién
Kat yevvatodwpia pog tr GIAOTTWY0 Hag.
Evyaptotodpe GAovg 600vg £xouv kavel Swpeég
YLt TV ETAOLA OUYKEVTPWOT) KATIEAWY, YOVTIDOV
Ko kovPepTwv. Oa ovvexicovpe va ouANEyove
eldn péxpt o Tédog lavovapiov. Ot Swpeég oag
Oa SiateBovv oo Tomko Kévtpo Owoyevelakng
Kpiong.

Tnv 11n Iavovapiov, Ba k&vovpe tnv Etnoa komn
™G Baohomitag, kat éva e1dko dioko Ba mepaoet
yta va w@enOei ) Akadnpia tov Ayiov Baotleiov.

Aropuka Baothomtaxia Oa StavepnBovv oe dAovg Tovg
TPOOKLVNTEG 0TO TENOG TG Ociag Aettovpyioag. Avth Ty wpa,
Ba Oéhape va evxaplotioovpe Tn ka Aéomotva Kwotdha yia tn
dwped NG kat va TG evxnOovE, OTWG KAl OTV OLKOYEVELA TG,
évav Evhoynuévo Néo Xpovo.

Adete vmoyn o011 To Brunch mov frav mpoypappatiopévo yia
v Kvpraxn 18 Iavovapiov axvpdOnke Aoyw ampofAentwv
ovvOnkwv. Avuropovovpe va dovpe OAOVG 0TV ENMOUEVN
ekdnAwor) pog.

KPATHXTE THN HMEPOMHNIA: ETHZIOZ
ATIOKPEATIKOZX XOPOZX I'A TO PHILOXENIA HOUSE
2ABBATO 21 ®EBPOYAPIOY XTO JIMMY’S FAMOUS
SEAFOOD. AEITTOMEPEIEY ®A AKOAOY®HXOYN

Awpeég atov Aylo Nikodao Pldntwyo:
Ka Aé¢omowva Kwotdha

Spiros Catering
Ka ®PAwpa Moviodn
Ka Tapipaiid Kovyovel

Saint Nicholas Food Drive:
Avwvopog Awpntng

2t pvrun tov Mixan\ Bepivdakng:
Mopia Beptvdkn

Awpeég otov Oiko Philoxenia:
Kog kat ka Xdpng Kovkidng

JANUARY 2026




MEMORIALS

In Memory of Fotini Anastasis

Chris Angelopulos

Barbara Fourtinakis

GTG - Elkton Chapter

Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Katsaros

Joanna Oliveri

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Souranis

Stavros Rologas

Saint Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos Society
Rose Tsakalos

In Memory of Penelope Fantis
Chris Angelopulos

Irene Arvanitis

Eleni Kostakis

Kalliopi Philippou

Stavros Rologas

Sarioglou Families

Paraskevi Souranis

Saint Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos Society
Michael & Lemonia Stakias
James & Karen Temple
Katholiki Trintis

In Memory of Flora Karais
Nicholas Cornias

Maria Pearce

Effie Roufas

In Memory of Nikolaos Karanikolis
Arieta Roros

In Memory of Nicholas Lallas
Eva Lallas

In Memory of Alexandra & Konstantinos Likakis

Mr. & Mrs. Perry Likakis

In Memory of Ioannis Maltas
Maria Maltas Cokinos

In Memory of Nick Melanitis
John Ioannis Melanitis

In Memory of Kalliopi Pikounis
Chris Angelopulos
Annunciation Cathedral Philoptochos Society
Chapter 3014

Angeliki Argetakis

Fotene Andreadis

Robert & Kalliope Badavas

Effie, Maria, Nikoletta Filipidis
Katina & Michalis Klosteridis
George & Maria Kornias

Fran & Lazaros Giannakopoulos
Toula Koukoula-Woods
Paraskevi Reppas

Stavros Rologas

Arieta Roros

Dimitrios and Politimy Roros
Kiki Roros

Deborah Rowe

Saint Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos Society
John & Maria Tamvakologos
Patricia Topouzoglou

Ronald & Sharon Siegel

Kiriaki Vavakas

In Memory of George Roros
Kiki Roros

In Memory of Konstantinos Roros
Arieta Roros

In Memory of Antonios and Kalliopi Zografides
Sofia Protopapas

In Honor of Vasilios Skordalos’ Name Day
Eva Lallas

In Honor of Roza Cornias’ Birthday
Eva Lallas
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NOTICE:

All organizations must review their upcoming
events with ELENTI KOSTALAS-LENTIS
(410-633-5020) who will add the event to the
official church calendar on the bulletin board
across from Father Michael’s office.

Thank you for your cooperation.

KOINONIA

HELP US GROW P E
THROUGH E-GIVING

It’s through your contributions that we’re able to carry on
important work both spiritually and in our community.

Electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to support
Saint Nicholas.

By giving electronically, you can:

e  Give anywhere, anytime from your computer,
smartphone or tablet.

e Donate easily for special projects.

e Set up recurring offerings and pledges and never

worry about bringing your checkbook or cash again.

Show your support and try one of our e-Giving options.
If you would like to give electronically,

visit our website www.stnicholasmd.org @w‘g"' :
or download the GivePlus mobile app. ...,,..;3:

Thank you for all you do to support
our Saint Nicholas family throughout
the year!

J
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CHILDRENS CORNER
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Christ is born!

CHEIST IS

Him
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The Children's Waerd is a weekly bulletin for Orthodox Christian kids, Copyright 2025 Alexandra Houck,
Emall is orthodoxchildrenswerd (at) gmail.com. Find it each week at erthodoxchildrenaword.org,

Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?

Africa
Bethlehem
Christmas
Chrysostomos
Egypt

Gospel
Mission
Nativity
Nazareth
Swahili
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48 KOINONIA

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14

Sunday, December 28, 2025 Volume 13, Issue 52

Have you ever met somebody
new? When we meet somebody, you
might get asked, “What’s your name?”
or “Where are you from?” or “Where do
you live?” When we want to know more
about somebody, it’s important to know
where he or she came from.

In today’s Gospel we hear something
about where our Lord, Jesus Christ is from! We know that Jesus was born
in Bethlehem, but today we hear about how, when Jesus was a little child,
He went with His family to Egypt. Then, when it was safe for Him to come
back, He lived in a town called Nazareth. Lots of people wanted to know
“Where is Jesus from?” Well, He lived in Bethlehem, Egypt, and then
Nazareth.

These places are important because the prophets had written about them
long, long before Jesus was even born! The prophet Micah wrote that a
ruler would come from Bethlehem. The prophet Hosea wrote that God’s
Son would come out of Egypt. And other prophets wrote about the savior
coming from Nazareth.

So, long before Jesus was born, the Scriptures said the savior would come
from three different places. And today, when we ask “Where is Jesus
from?” we know He came from all three!

¥ 36 3 3 36 3 3 35 3 3 35 3 3 30 36 3 30 36 3 35 538 3 5 3k 3 30 35 3 3 3 3% 30 30 36 3 90 3 3 Sk 30

SAINT CHRYSOSTOMOS
MISSIONARY TO AFRICA

Tomorrow is such a
special day, because it’s the
first time we get to celebrate
somebody as a saint! Just
this year, Saint Chrysosto-

he is a wonderful example
for all of us!

Saint Chrysostomos was born in Greece, and he was the 7th child in his
family. His family was very poor, and even though he wanted to go to
school, he couldn't, because his family didn't have the money. But Chry-
sostomos wanted to serve the church and he was determined to do that. He
studied his whole life to learn how to serve. He finally got his degree when
he was 56 years old!

Saint Chrysostomos was a faithful man, but he was also a very brave man.
He wanted to go to Africa to serve the people there. The Bible tells us to go
out into all the world, teaching the people the Good News of Christ, so that
is what Chrysostomos did. He learned Swahili and he preached to the peo-
ple. He baptized lots of people. He got people from Greece and the United
States and other places in Europe to help the people of Africa. Chrysosto-
mos knew God wants everybody to know about His Son, Jesus Christ!

We can follow this holy saint's example! We can help Christians all over the
world. Ask your parents or your priest how you can help our Orthodox
Christian brothers and sisters in Africa. We can show our love, just as Saint
Chrysostomos did!

We celek St. Chr D. ber 29th.
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STEWARDSHIP

We are counting down the days of 2025
and soon we will be celebrating the New
Year 2026.

How does time fly? Since we are entering the
New Year we would like to remind everyone
in the Parish of their financial responsibilities.
The Stewardship Committee sent out to all the
homes the new Pledge Cards for the 2026 year.
Please read it at your convenience, fill it out and
send it back with your generous contribution.
Now remember your contribution is not
for one day, but your donation and free will
offering is for the whole year. If you are a college
student we understand the situation that you're
in but we still would like you to fill out the
pledge card even though we are not asking
for any monetary donation. Its great that our
children are getting a higher level of education
and we respect and honor that, but we also
would like to send our college students all the
communications that go out every year. This is
an opportunity for our students to know what
is happening in their own parish. It's time to get
serious when we talk about church finances.
We are not supported by any Government, we
receive the support from our “Stewards” We are
trying our best to meet the financial challenges
for every year that passes and begins. We need
the help of everyone in the Community to step
up to the plate and realize that your donation
helps supports and keeps the doors open of the
Church. We keep saying this every year to our
parishioners to help, and for them to realize
that their contribution is very special because it
goes to a worthy place. Without your help and
your financial assistance we cannot reach our
goals, nor can we be successful in our future
challenges. We all know what it takes to run the
Church efficiently. We understand that we have
an elderly parish, but we also have a vibrant
and young parish. People think our parish is
old but really it is very young. We have a lot of
young people Single and Married, that have not
stepped up to the plate to help the finances of
the Church. We have young Married Couples
who have not filled out a Pledge card since
they were married years ago. This is something
that we need to take care of immediately if we
want to grow and be financially and spiritually
successful. That is not the way to support your
church. We need to have better communication
with our young people so they realize and
understand the true needs of the church. The
Uniform Parish Regulations state that a Pledge
Card must be filled out every year in order
to verify that we are members of the church.
By filling out a Pledge Card solidifies that you
love your church and that you care for the
progress of your church. The members of the
Parish Council can only do certain things to
establish an open communication with our
parishioners, but the rest of the responsibilities
has to come from the members and Stewards
of the Parish. It is not right that others take on
the burden, we all have to dig in our pockets
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As the
or has sent me,
so I send you

John

just like our Father’s, Mother’s, Grandparents,
and our Ancestors did to keep our Orthodox
Faith alive. We take this opportunity to
CHALLENGE ALL THOSE WHO HAVENOT
SUPPORTED THEIR CHURCH FOR YEARS
TO COME BACK AND START FRESH. We
can only do this as a United Family. We can’t
do this separately. Let's make this New Year an
example for everyone to follow. Happy New
Year.

E@EAONTIKH ITPOXDOPA

Metpape avtiotpoga TG nuépeg tov 2025
Kat avpto Ba yoptdoovpe To véo £€tog 2026.
[wg mepvael o Xpovog; Me tnv €lcodd pag
ot véa xpovid Ba Bélape va vrevBvpicovpe
0g ONOVG TOVG EVOPITEG WAG TIG OLKOVOUIKEG
evBvveg tovg. H Emtponr tng EBelovtikig
IIpoo@opdg taxvdpouce oe O a Ta omitia
™ véa Kapta EBehovting IIpoogopag ya to
106 2026. ITapakalovpe peAeToTE TN He TV
novxia oag, CVUTANPWOTE TN Kol EMOTPEYTE
™ pe TN yevvatodwpn ouvvelo@opd oag. Na
Ovudote n ovpPoln oag Sev eivat yia planuépa,
G eivan Swped, eivan Tpoo@opd elevBepng
BovAnong, yia ohdxkAnpo to étog. Edv eiote
QOLTNTNG TAVETIOTN(IOV KatalaBaivovpe T
Katdotaon otnv omoia Ppiokeote, alka Ba
Oéhape axopa va cvuminpwoete tnv Kdpta
Ynooxeong, Taporo mov Sev {Tape XpHATIKT
Swped. Eivar ol onpavtiké mov ta maudid pog
amoKTovV VYNAGTEPO eminedo exmaidevong kat
70 0eBONAOTE Kol TO TIHoVpe, Al Oa BéNape
eMONG VA OTEINOVUE OTOVG POLTNTEG Hag OAa
ta véa e Kowotntag mov tayvdpopovue
kdOe xpovo. Eivar wa evkaipio yio tovg
pabntég pag va yvwpifovv 1t ovpPaiver otnv
Kowotnta tovg. Eival wpa va coPapevtoyte,
otav ke yia ta owkovoptkd g ExiAnoiag.
Aev  vooTnpl{OpacTe  OWKOVOWKE  armd
Kappia  kvPépvnon, 1 vmoothpEn  pog
mpoépxetal povo amd Tovg “Otkovopovg”
pag. ITpoomaBovpe va xoataPdlovpe kabe
mpoomddela  ylo v oVTIUETWTICOVHE  TIG

OLKOVOKEG  TIPOKANOELG Tov Kabe £€Toug
mov mepvdel ka apyile. Xpealopaote Tnv
Bonbeia OAwv otv Kowotnta va gvteivovv
TNV TPOCOXI| TOVG KAl V& GUVELSTOTO|GOLY
o1t n Swped tovg Ponba ko vrootnpilet
va kpatobvtat ot mopteq G ExkAnoiog
avoiytés. To emavahapPavoovue avtd kdde
XpOvo oTovg evopiteg pag, va Pondroovv
Kat v ovveldnronowoovy 0Tt 1 oLpPoAn
Tovg eivan oAV Eexwprotr yati Ponba éva
afodoyo pépog. Xwpic tn Ponbed tovg kat
NV olkovopikn Toug ordeta Sev pmopovpe va
EMTUXOVLE TOVG OTOXOVG HAG, OVTE UTOPOVLE
va éxovpe emituxieg OTIG peANOVTIKEG pag
npokAnoets. Olot yvwpifovpe Tt xpetdletar ya
va Aertovpynioet anoteleopatikd n ExkAnotia.
Katalapaivovpe 6Tt €xovpe pa makid Evopia,
aA\& éxovpe emiong pa (wvtavi kot véa
evopia. Ot avBpwmot motedovy OTL 1} evopia
pag etvat maAtd, aAld Tpaypatikd ivat ToAD
véa. ‘Exovpe moAholg véouvg avBpwmovg
ehevBepovg Kal mavTpepVog, mov dev éxovy
evtabei va Ponbroovv kat va cvppdélovv
ota  owovoukd TG EkkAnoiog. ‘Exovpe
veapd mavtpepéva (evydpla mov Sev éxouv
OVUMANP@DOEL KAPTA VTOOXEOT)G amd  TOTE
IOV TAVTPELTNKAV Xpovia TipLv. Avto eival
KATL IOV TIPETEL VA PPOVTICOVE apéowg av
0é\ovpe va HeYAADOOVE Kal VA EMITOXOV|E
OLKOVOLUKG KAt TIVEVHATIKA. AvTOG Sev eivat
TpOTOG VIO THPLENG TNG ekkAnoia oag. TIpémet
Vo £XOVHE KAADTEPT EMKOVWVIA HE TOVG
VEOUG HaG, WOTE Vo GUVELSTOTIOWCOLY Kat
Vo KATOVOOOUY TIG TIPAYHATIKEG aVAyKeg
™G ekkAnoiag. Ot Opotdpopgot Kavoviopoi
twv Kowotrtwv Snhdvovy ot kdbe xpovo
TPEMEL VA GUUTANPWVOLHE TNV KAPTA TNG
€0eAOVTIKIG  TPOCPOPAG, TIPOKEIUEVOL Vot
emBeBawbdei OTL eiplaote pEAN TG exkAnaoiag.
JopmAnp@vovtag TV - KAPTA VTOCXEONG
eOpaLWVETE OTL ayamape TNV eKKAnoia pog
Kat 0Tt povtifovpe yia Tnv mpoodo tne. Ta
péAn tov  AtowknTikov  XvpBovliov pmopei
va KAVOUV HOVO OPLOUEVA TPAYUATA Yia va
SnUIoVPYNoOVY A avoLXTh €MmKOWVWVia (e
TOvG evopiteg pag, oAA& To vmolotmo Twv
eVBVVAOV TIPEMEL VA TIPOEPYETAL amd Ta pEAN
KAl TOVG OLKOVOHOUG TNG ekkAnoiag. — Aev
eivat 0wotd ot dAlot va enwpilovtaia ToO
Bdpog, oot mpémetl va Balovpe Pabid To xépt
OTIG TOETEG [AG OTIWG AKPLPWG EKavay Kat ot
ITatépeg pag, ot Mntépeg pag, ot Ianmmovdeg
pag kat ot IIpomatopég Hag yia vo KpaTroovpe
{wvtavn v OpBodoln Iiotn pag. Iaipvovpe
AUTT] TNV gVKALPIA YL VoL TPOKAAETOVE OAOVG
ekeivoug mov Sev vrooTthpEav v ekkAnoia
TOVG OLKOVOOKA YLt XPOVIAL VAL EMOTPEYOLV
[T kat va k&vovy pia véa apxr. Mmopovdpe
Va TO KAVOLHE aUTO HOVO OOV L EVOUEVT
olkoyévela. Aev umopovpe va yivel and tov
kabéva Eexwplota. Ag yivel autd To véo £Tog
napadetypa mpog pipunon va 1o akohovOroovy
olot. Evtvxiopévo to véo £tog.
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STEWARDSHIP

St. Nicholas
eGiving Stewardship

One Less Thing
to think about

eGiving Benefits

* Easy set up

* One-time/recurring payment options
» Confidential & secure

» Track easily for tax purposes

How it Works
« Go to: stnicholasmd.org/give
» Select fund(s)
e Create your profile
» Select amount, payment method & frequency
« Complete donation
* THAT'S IT! Simple.

A

Thank you for your generosity!

O

7
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STEWARDSHIP

MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE CARD  KKAPTA EOEAONTIKHZ NPOXMOPAZ

“YOUR OWN FROM YOUR OWN: SEE QUR CHURCH AS IT COULD BE”

“TA XA EK TON XON: OPAMATIZOMAZTE THN EKKAHEIA TOZO YWHAA...OX0
EKEITIQY MITQPEI NA @TAZEI”

2025 SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH CONFIDENTIAL STEWARDSHIF COMMITMENT CARD
2025 EAAHMNIKH QPBOAOZH EKKAHEIIA AMTOY NIKOAACY -KAPTA AMOPPHTHEI EGEAONTIKHE NFOESOPAL
In gratitude for God's blessings fwe make the following commitment to the ministries of St. Nicholas Church:
Loy EKPRAsT SLYWWHDOUUNG Hou via T evhoyie Tlow Exw Adfiel anid Tov Oeé, Seopedopa PE Ty akdioudn
CIKOVOMIKR Ko EDEAOVTIKG LOU TEpOAWoRd TIpoS Ty Ekkinaia Tou Ayiou Nikohdou;

¥ (Weekly / Monthly f Quarterly f Yearly)
3 ___ (ERSopadialwe / Mnlaiug £ Avd Tpipnve £ ETHOULG)

TOTAL ANNUAL PLEDGE FOR 2026 :$
ZUVOMKS TIOOO TIDOTPOOAL via To 2025:5

Come and See God waork through your talents, skills, and experience, as well s your financial support,
Your of fering to Christ and His Church can do 35 much a5 you empower it 1o do.
We pive to Christ and His Church not accarding to our means but sccording te our Love for Him,
TiveTe papTupes Tou £oyou Tow Qeol! AWOTE amé 1o TakévTo PE To ofioio aag Exa Tpotkicer,
LE TIG IKGYSTITTES, TI§ EMTIEIPIEC, TRV OloVoLIKr G suxEpeia, H Tipoageopd wag o1ov Xpiotd xal Ty
Exkhrota Tou ag Baciore! oty aydnn pog Mpog Autdy, Oy oTnv olkovopike pag Suvatdtnte.

Plarned Giving Please send me information on making a planned gift to the Church,
Aewped Tiou oxediaw Nopokahw oveiite Pou TThnpogople THETIKG e Tov TROTIO Tiouw UMTop
va npeapipur va Swpicw.

Print Full Name/ Fpéu)te pe kepahdaic ypduparo 1o emiGerod sag

Signatursd YTToypaes Date/ Huepopnvia
Name / Dvopa Date of Birth / Hpepop. Fevuaswg
Introducing Auto Pay
Name of Spouse f Gvopa oulyau Date of Birth f Hpepop. Mevvigsg Set It and Forget 1t
Occupation / Emyyeipn

Take the work out of giving! Set up automatic offerings
and pledges right from your computer or tablet that will
seamlessly repccur every week, month, quarter, or year.

Occupation / Emayyzhpa {Spouse]

street Address / llieGOuva ¢ ; . ., .
. If you would like Lo give elecironically, visit our website

www:sthichelasmd.org/give or download the GivePlus
mabile app. If you have any guestions, contact the church
office at 410-633-5020.

Cley £ Teéshn Zip Code 7 1y, Topdac

Home Phone / Trafcpd tnhdpwyve amTiol

Mabile Phone / Kwnté tnhépuve KMobile Phone / Kiuntd tiidipuiva (Spouse) EISATOrH STON
Email Address / HAeKTpoviKn SieDBuvon a};}:{opn A}}; TPOIIO
Email Addreas of Spouse / Hhextpovin S1edBuven quldyou PYOMIZTE TO KAL ...

SEXAITE TQ!

Communicatfun Preferences f Npo Lynoges EMEKOLVHASS Aev ypellerot va BUPAOTE va GTEIAEEE T TIPCOPOPa 004,
PUBNIOTE TNV QUTGHATH SWREN Kal Ty £HEROVTIKN oag
MPOTPepd anzuBeiag Go TOV UTGAOYIOTN OUg ] Ta tablet
oag ou Ba enavaiayBaveral aveAAumiag kabs eBSopada,

HHVE TRLENYO 1) £TOG.

. fail f TayubpopELs . Email { Hhextpowkn . Text / Mnvupa

Depandent Children’s Names and Birthdates 7
pata mwaws iy K MUEPURNYLE yEvvIjgewc Tou

Eav eMBUPELTE V0 JEEIACTE TN SWPEA GGG ALKTROVIKG,
smoRe@felte v tonoosiida pog www.stnicholasmd.
orgigive | KateBdote Ty c@upuoyn GivePlus mobile.
EQv £XETE UMOpLES, EMKOWWVAGTIE PE Te T papeio tng
EKKANGLOG OTO TNAEPWYO 410-633-5020,
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EVENTS
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DIAMONDS

SATURDAY : JANUARY, 17, 2026 : 1:.00PM

Greektown Square & Event Center
700 Quail St, Baltimore, MD 21224

TICKETS: $50

MENU:

2 LAMB CHOPS ROASTED VEGETABLES

CRAB CAKE ROASTED POTATOES

SAVE THE DATE

PXRAHOS

52 KOINONIA

THE SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX
CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL
INVITES YOU TO CELEBRATE

GODPARENT/GODCHILD
SUNDAY

WHEN: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026
TIME: Orthros-8:30; Divine Liturgy-9:45 am
WHERE: St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

520 Ponca St., Baltimore, MD

Come celebrate this special day by attending church with your
Godparent/s and/or your Godchildren and
prepare yourselves to receive Holy Communion together.
Please make this day a time to strengthen your
spiritual relationship with each other.
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NOTICE

< Sunday Coffee Hour

Spon sored by

St Nicholas Greel: Orthodox Church
| Coffee & Assorted Cookies - $200

Sundoy Coffee

Coffee Service Only - $120

Includes setup, cleanup, paper goods H Our

Fruit Tray - $40 8(

Spanakopita - $75
100 pieces

, NMaokaorio
Tyropita - $75

100 pieces

Tray of Cheese, Olives & Crackers - 3100 L /\/\eﬂUS

Sandwiches - $2 per piece
Tuna, Shrimp or Chicken

™ . T
For orders please call 410-633-5020 or visit the E" s .
St Nicholas Office at 520 Ponca St | MO k?;‘lﬂg NMen u

St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
O R RN
Appetizer Choices

Cheese Pies (included)
Spinach Pies (included )
1 } Fried Calamari (add $2.00pp)

- —

Choices of salad (1)
Garden Salad, Greek Salad, Village Salad, Caesar Salad
Choices of Entree (1)
Roll & Buteer (included)

Package #1 - $31pp Package #2 - $39pp

Salmon (broiled/grilled) Two (E}Jllmbo Lump Crab Cakes

Shrimp Creole Choice of Fish and One (1) Jumbo Lump
Shrimp Orzo

R Crab Cake
Caod Fish (broiled/fried)

Sides (2 choices)
Greek Style Lemon Potatoes, Roasted Red Skin Poratoes,
Kritharakie(orzo), whire rice, fresh cur vegetables, string beans Greek style

— 090
Beverages (items included) Bar Options
Red or White Wine, Coftee and Tea, Sodas, Mixed Drinks $6

Domestic Beer $6
Water

Als ilable - Paximadi Imported Beer $6
S0 avartanie = Faxumadia Mixed Drinks and Beer Available ar Per

Drink Charge $10
tel chureh: 410-633-5020

tel venue: 410-633-3131 1 -
— -

JANUARY 2026
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GREEKTOWN SQUARE & EVENT CENTER

Greektown Square y
& Event Center

RATE YOUR SPECIAL EVENT! BEAUTIFULLY.

SLEEK & MODERN VENUE CREATIVE STOMIZED MENUS

BALTIMORE'S NEWEST AND LARGEST
INDOOR/OUTDOOR EVENT SPACE

FULL-SERVICE CATERING COMPANY

CREATE THE MENU THAT IS PERFECT FOR YOL

CONVENIENTLY

Cranp Batkoom MINUTES FROM 1-95. 895, 695

SeATs ur TO 4CO
FREE PARKING
CHEBRATION ROOM
SEATS.UP TO 175 ~ TESTIMONIALS -

Qurooor AMrHITHEATER & DANcE FLoos THE FOOD. THE SERVICE, THE ENTIRE VENUE . .. WOW
FOR CEREMONIES, RECEPTIONS, AND
SPECTACULAR CELEBRATIONS THE ROOM WAS BUZZING WITH MUSIC AND

LAUGHTER . . . JUST BREATHTAKINGLY BEAUTICUL!

“THE FOOD WAS DELICIOUS!
THE VENUE WAS BEAUTIFUL AND ELEGANT”

700 S. QUAIL STREET, BALTIMORE, MD
410.633 3131
INFO@ GREEKTOWNSQUARE.COM

oy Greektown Square )
& & Event Center

700 S. QUAIL STREET, BALTIMORE, MD
410.633.3131

INFO@GREEKTOWNSQUARE.COM
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REVIEWS, TESTIMONIALS & PHOTO ALBUMS

SEE TESTIMONIALS AND PHOTO ALBUMS ON
WEDDINGHTONDEMAND.COM, WEDDINGWIRE.COM,

WeddingWire Couples’ Choice Award
Balti

oy Greektown Square )
& & Event Center

700 S. QUAIL STREET, BALTIMORE, MD
410.633.3131

INFO@GREEKTOWNSQUARE.COM

WE'D BE HONORED TO HOST YOUR WEDDING CEREMONY, RECEPTION, OR BOTH!

YOU WILL HAVE A STAFF OF EXPERIENCED EVENT PROFESSIONALS WORKING WITH YOU
TO CREATE YOUR PERFECT EVENT.

CREEKTOWN SQUARE & EVENT CENTER IS AN ELEGANT VENUE LOCATED IN BALTIMORE.
A FULL=SERVICE CATERING COMPANY SPECIALIZING IN EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
AND DELICIOUS FOOD FOR EVERY GUEST.

WEDDING OPTIONS

4-HOUR RECEFTION Oft 4.5-HOUR CEREMONY AND RECEPTION

VENUE INCLUDES TABLES, CHAIRS, CHINA,
GLASSWARE. AND SILVERWARE

BEAUTITUL HORS D'OEUVRES. BUTLER-SERVED AND DISPLAYED
FORMAL PLATED AND WAITER-SERVED OR BUFFET=STYLE DINNER

EXTENSIVE MENU OPTIONS TO SUIT YOUR TASTE
AND MATCH YOUR BUDGET

BAR PACKAGE OPTIONS
PRIVATE BRIDAL READY ROOM
[HSCOUNT LODCING AT NEARBY HOTELS

FREE PARKING

WERE PROUD OF OUR GREAT REVIEWS!

GREEKTOWNSQUARE.COM,. AND
FACEBOOK.COM/GREEKTOWNSQUARE

Magazine Best of Balti Award

&

/edding411 Preferred Vendor

\

Greektown Square
& Event Center

7OO 8. QUAI STREET, BALTIMORE MUY
H10.633351
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MoRgre FunN FacTts

Fact: Marla Gibbs continued working for an
airline for two years after being cast on a hit TV show.
Prior 1o taking her place on the stoop of 227, Marla
Gibbs played housekeeper Florence on the 1970s and
1980s sitcom The Jeffersons (a spinoff of All in the
Family). In a 2022 interview, the 90-year-old Gibbs
told the Hollywood Reporter that. despite appearing as
though she had gotten her big break, she kept her job in
reservations for United Airlines until the third season of
the show—just to be safe.

One of President John Tyler’s grandsons is still
alive today—even though the President was born in
1790. How is this possible? President Tyler. the 10th
US president. was 63 when his son Lyon Tyler was
born in 1853: Lyon’s son was born when he was 75.
President Tyler’s living grandson, Harrison Tyler is 95.
while Lyon’s other son. Lyon Jr., passed away in 2020 at the age of 95. The Tyler family still maintains the
President’s home. Sherwood Forest Plantation, in Virginia.

The tallest man ever recorded was American giant Robert Wadlow (1918-1940), who stood 8 feet |1
inches. Wadlow’s size was the result of an abnormally enlarged pituitary gland.

Population Milestone: About 108 billion people have lived on Earth. and currently, over 7 billion are alive.
This means that only 7% of all humans  Answers Next Page  today.

Walking Distance: The average person will walk approximately 120,000 km (75.000 miles) in their
lifetime. which is more than three times around the Earth.

Drunk Driving: On average, a drunk driver will drive under the influence more than 80 times before being
arrested for the first time, highlighting a significant public safety issue.

Comfort Objects: Surprisingly, 34% of adults still sleep with a comfort object, such as a stuffed animal or
blanket. showing that childhood habits can persist into adulthood.

Mosquitoes and Blood: It would take 1.2 million mosquitoes, each sucking once, to completely drain the
blood from an average human.

Internet Participation: The 1% rule in online communities suggests that only 1% of users actively create
content, while 99% are lurkers who consume content without contributing.

NHL Scoring: If none of Wayne Gretzky’s goals counted. his assists alone would still make him the all-
time leading scorer in the NHL. showcasing his incredible playmaking ability.

Manga vs. Toilet Paper: In Japan, more paper is used to create manga than for toilet paper, reflecting the
immense popularity and cultural significance of manga.
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$ A Focus oN FINANCES $

HOW TO RAMP UP FOR RETIREMENT

Retirement has been on my mind - just a few
more months until “game time.” I've seen that the key
to success isn't just saving—instead. setting up an
income plan, planning for contingencics and giving real
thought to the question “what’s next?" are top of mind.
You don’t want to spend your golden years hoping the
stock market behaves and vour savings last longer than
you do, sitting on your couch, or fretting about any
number of what-ifs. Looking backward and forward,
here’s where my mind is when it comes to retirement:

SAVE NOW, BECAUSE LATER NEVER COMES
If you're in your 20s or 30s. time is still on

your side. Don’t squander it. Thanks to the magic of

compound returns. the earlier you start, the less heavy
lifting you have to do. But if you're in your 40s, 50s, or
even if you haven’t saved much. the second best time
to start is right now. The key is to save aggressively and
maximize every available vehicle. No matter where you
are, leverage retirement plans, catch up contributions
and employer matching, and set the table for success by
reducing debt and expenses.

IT’s Go TIME

Saving for retirement is only half the battle. The
other halfis living in it. That’s where guaranteed lifetime
income comes in. You want to set up a retirement plan
where vour core expenses - housing, utilities, food.
health care - are covered by income sources that won’t
dry up if the stock market takes a dive. At the very least,
create a “worst case” or ““fallback™ plan where with
minor adjustments you can make this happen. Here are
some potential sources of guaranteed income:

If you're eligible for a military. federal or
corporate pension, make sure you understand your
payout options.

The longer you wait to claim Social Security (up
to age 70). the higher your monthly benefit. Delaying
could mean thousands of extra dollars per year in
guaranteed income.

Think of an income annuity as a “DIY pension.™
You use part of your retirement savings to buy one, and
it guarantees a steady paycheck for life. This can help
cover gaps between your fixed expenscs and your other
income sources.

KOINONIA

PLAN FOR INFLATION

Inflation is a silent budget-killer. One of the
most powerful features of military retirement and Social
Security is that they are inflation-adjusted income
streams. Plan for rising costs in your spending forecast.
Diversify for growth and stability. Not all of your
retircment savings should go into guaranteed income
streams. You still need investments for long-term
growth to handle unexpected expenses and enjoy the
fun side of retirement - if all goes well, it could span
decades.

Retirement isn’t about hoping you have enough.
It’s about planning so you know you do. Start saving
now, no matter where you are in life.

BRITAIN TO LOWER VOTING AGE

The British government has unveiled plans to
allow 16- and 17-year-olds to vote.

As The New York Times reports, the policy
change represents “the largest expansion of voting
rights in decades™ for Britain. “The last nationwide
reduction in voting age, to 18 from 21, came more than
50 years ago.”

“Declining institutions  and
democracy itself has become critical. but it is the
responsibility of government to turn this around and
renew our democracy. just as generations have done
before us.™ Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner
explained in a policy document laying out the plan.

Representing more than 1.6 million people,

Britain’s new voting bloc could play a pivotal role in
the ele Answers Previous Page

trust i our

WILL AMERICA BE NEXT?
FOURTEEN OR FIGHT.

(100 POINTS IF YOU GET THAT REFERENCE—

LET US KNOW)
ﬁ,—/f’”’
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A BREAK IN YOUR DAy

You know you’re old when
you and your teeth stop sleeping
together.

How do you measure a snake in
inches? Ever seen a snake with feet?

When interviewing for a job, always tell them
you’re willing to give 110%. Unless you’re applying to
be a statistician.

Consider this: When you put a bed in your
bedroom, you have less bedroom.

A Biker went to a hairdresser, who stared at his
greasy hair in disbelief and asked, “So, did you come to
cut your hair or just for an oil change?”

A resident who had arrived for a vacation was
told by the desk clerk, “In our traditional farm hotel,
you are awakened by the call of the rooster.”

“Very good,” the vacationer replied. “Please tell
him 9 o’clock.”

College nowadays is just kidnapping done
backwards: If you don’t give us a ridiculously large
amount of money, we’ll send your child back.

Why is it always hotter in the stadiums after a
game? All the fans have left.

A priest advertised a sermon titled “What
Heaven is Like, and How to Get In,” but it drew only
a moderate crowd. So he thought hard, and the next
Sunday advertised “What Hell is Like, and How to Get
In.” The church was filled to overflowing.

Which building in New York has the most
stories? The public library.

“I used to work at McDonald’s, making
minimum wage. You know what that means when
someone pays you minimum wage? You know what
your boss was trying to say? ‘Hey, if I could pay you
less, [ would, but it’s against the law.”

—-Chris Rock
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I hate when people mix up “your” and “you're.”
There so stupid.

I gotso fed up with trick-or-treaters at Halloween
that 1 finally turned off the lights and pretended 1 wasn't
in. My lighthouse, my rules.

How do you know when you’ve been ghosted?
The poltergeist doesn’t text you back.

Has anybody noticed how we’ve replaced
doffing the hat with taking out the earbuds when we
meet someone?

What is a zombie’s favorite language? Latin.
Being dead and all.

A diner motioned over a waiter and exclaimed.
“There is a hair in my soup!”

“What did you expect for the price?” the waiter
replied. “An entire wig?”

Some people ask the secret to our long marriage.
[t's this: We take time to go to a restaurant twice a week.
A little candlelight, dinner, soft music and a slow walk
home. She g6es Tuesd®ys. and 1 go Fridays.

I just got fired from my job as a set designer. |
left without making a scene.

A motorist speeding down the road at 8o miles
an hour was stopped by a policeman.

“Was | driving too fast?” the motorist asked.

“Heavens, no.” the policeman replied. “You
were flving too low.”

The fact that Head & Shoulders doesn’t have a
body wash called Knees & Toes disappoints me.

A man who was late paying his bills rceived the
following note: “Your account has been on our books
for over a year. We just wanted to remind you that we
have now carried you for longer
than your mother did.” fat

“Every morning. | get up | e~
and make instant coffee so I'1l have
enough energy to make the regular
coffee.” —Sreven Wright

[emen,
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Exercise Your Brain!
WORD SEARCHES OF GRATITUDE

. Feeling Grateful

" Word Search
: S~ What are YOU thankful for on Thanksgiving Day and all the other
’ .c& days of the year? Here are a few ideas to get you started.
LERDIDNVIKBSTEATC CHER
ANIMALS XQ I ACCDVEPSREWOLGEV S
BED TQQDESJQESLAORGURQT 2
BIRTHDAY ARYGCRBGTZTCOUJUZCESC
BOOKS STNERAPDNARGXNHTSFM
CARS TWMAETUJNNETISYPZRATKS
CHALLENGES EOARASMIOADI GWGYANE
DAD HBSTMXMCTOIVEANOQOII G
EARTH CSI HZABZVRMKNNI VBLN
FAMILY UBZZLZNOITACAVDO QOHE
FLOWERS OHPSUNSHI NEEYNALA QHL
GRANDPARENTS | T G O F B I RTHDAVYHXEKTUL
HEALTH DEPQCPXPTYKHEARINGA
HEARING XXCTHGI SLFAMILYGEBTFH
HEART S KOOBWCMAEHTZUGSVEBESGCGC
HOME XFRQVHUVEI|I GHJRDMAQUD
ICE CREAM DGNSOSINHVTMSEFSEOHS
JOKES SZEOILLEMSEKOUJFI JMB
LAUGHTER ZZLCLAUGHTERHZPHLAA
LUNGS
MOM RAIN STARS
MOON READING SUNSHINE
MUSIC SCHOOL TASTE
NATURE SHOES TEACHER
OXYGEN SIGHT TOUCH
POPCORN SMELL VACATION
(ANSWERS ON PAGE 9)
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STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 - 11/1/24 - 10/31/25

Contribution Pledged Received | Outstanding Report Date: | 01/07/2026
Type Locati
Pledged Office $66,255.00 | $55,085.00 -$11,170 Number Of Family 89
C
Office/Vanco/e-Sched - $150,204.22 - Number of Individual 487
e
TotaL | - — $205,289.22 -

Adams, Michael & Sylvia
Agapios, Maria

Alafassos, Spiro & Penny
Alexandrou, Constantina
Alexandrou, John & Despina
Alexandrou, Niki

Alourdas, Nick

Alsup, Andrew & Vasilia
Amann, Mary & Franz
Anastasiades, Demos & Nancy
Angelopoulos, Chris

Angelos, John & Irene

Angelos, Mark & Kalliope
Apesos, Antigoni

Aravidis, Nickolas & Smaragda
Argetakis, Andronikos & Paraskevi
Argetakis, Angeliki

Argetakis, Niko & Vasilia
Argirakis, Pantelis & Despina
Argiropoulos, William & Fotini
Argyrakis, Despina

Asmar-, Oliver & Nikoletos, Anna
Athanasiou, Antonios & Penny
Athos, Janet

Atsalis, Gus & Kalliope

Atsidis, Ioannis & Efthimia
Avgerinos, George & Phaedra
Avgerinos, Vasilios & Sophia
Bakalis, John

Bakiasi, Edward

Balatsoukas, Konstantina
Balomas, Patricia

Basil, George & Angie

Benetos, Ioannis & Cynthia
Bisbikis, Pete & Eleni

Black, Mark & Sakellis Black, Irene
Bonolis, Catherine
Bouloubasis, Nicholas
Bournias, Lambrini
Bournousouzis, Panagiota
Britzolakis, Georgios & Eugenia
Canning, Nicole

Cardiges, Nicholas

Chagetas, Angela
Charalambopoulos, Charalambos & Aspasia
Charalambopoulos, George & Sofia Koutsoumbis
Chionis, Antonios
Chrissomallis, Metaxia
Chrissomallis, Sophie

Christ, Philip & Marina
Christakou, Stavroula

Conway, Rose

Cook, Harry

Cornias, Arezina

Cornias, Clara

Cornias, Despina

Cornias, Fotini

Cornias, John

Cornias, Kiriaki

Cornias, Larry

Cornias, Nicholas

Cossis, Milton & Amalia
Cozmo, Theodore & Kiriaki
Dardamanis, Eva

Dealagdon, Aladdin
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Dendrinos, Evangelia
Diakantonis, Nickolaos & Agathi
Diniotis, Anastasia

Dotis, Markellos & Georgia
Douskas, Konstantinos

Douskas, Nicolas & Dimitra
Douskas, Vasiliki

Eleftheriou, John

Eliopoulos, Anna

Eliou, Ernest & Lilian

Fakas, James & Valasia

Fakas, Vasilios

Fantis, Penelope

Filipidis, Effie

Filipidis, James

Filipidis, Maria

Filippakis, Filippos

Finney, Thomas & Virginia
Forakis, George

Forakis, Michael & Alexandra
Forakis, Nicholas & Athena
Forakis, Stamati & Despina
Fotinos, Aikaterini

Fotinos, James

Fotinos, Michael

Foukas, Andromahi

Fragakis, Aikaterini

Frangakis, Sofoula

Frangos, John & Katerina
Galiatsatos, Chrysoula

Gargiulo, Angela

Gatanas, Angelos

Gavrilis, John & Patricia
Georgakakou, Vasiliki & Chandar, Bharath
Georgalas, Michael & Hrisovalantou
Georgalas, Olga

Georgas, George

Georgiadis, Diogenis & Nektaria
Gerapetrites, Panagiota
Giakoumakis, Nick & Marianna Gavrilis
Gialamas, Joanna
Giannakoulias, George & Amy
Giannas, Stylianos & Maria
Giorgakis, Antonios & Halkias Giorgakis,
Theoharou

Giorgakis, John & Maria
Giorgakis, Vasilios

Gluszcz, Christine

Glykiadis, Despina

Glykiadis, Konstantinos

Glytsis, Filippos & Papakanaki, Georgia
Gray, Jamison

Gyftopoulos, Sofia

Halikias, Anastasia

Halikias, Anna

Halkias, Fotini

Harris, Athena (Tina)
Hatzidimitriou, John & Harriet
Hatziefthimiou, Anastasia
Hatzigeorgalis, Antonios
Hatzigeor§alis, Nicholaos
Hatzinicolas, Nick & Olga
Hazarides, Melli

Hiotis, Michael & Hiotis, Despina
Houvardas, Minas

Ieromonahos, Dimitrios & Maria
Ieromonahos, Pantelis & Stamatia
Jurado, Jonathan

Kafouros, Demetrios

Kaikis, Clemis & Maria

Kaitis, Angela

Kalambihis, Maria

Kaliakoudas, Sofia

Kaminaris, Demetrios & Michelle
Kammas, Georgios & Eleftheria Tzanakaki
Kamos, Mary

Kapetanakos, Elias & Stephanie
Kapetanakos, Soulla

Kaputsos, Irene

Karabelas, Ioanna

Karabelas, Pete & Helen

Karaflos, Nektarios

Karagiannis, Carla

Karagiannis, Maria

Karagiorgos, Nicholaos

Karais, Konstantinos
Karamihalis, George
Karamihalis, Theologos
Karanikolis, Nikos & Vasiliki
Karavedas, Viola

Kardiasmenos, Metaxia
Karoutsos, Apostolis & Anna
Karoutsos, George & Alexandra
Karoutsos, Nikitas

Kastanakis, Michael & Nikki
Kastellorizios, Konstantinos & Maria
Katsaros, Emanuel

Katsas, Stavros & Evangelia
Kattavenos, Michael & Stamatia
Kazamias, Voula

Kazos, Vagelis & Maria

Kefalas, Mike & Nora

Kevas, George & Agella

Kevas, Yanni

Klosterides, Michael

Klosteridis, Michael & Klosteridis, Eleni
Klosteridis, Spiros & Paraskevi
Koliadis, Zinovia

Koliofotis, Evangelos & Athina
Kolotos, Dora

Komninos, Emmanuel
Komninos, Joanna

Konstantinou, John & Charlotte
Kontoudis, Konstantinos & Kyriaki
Kornias, George & Maria
Korologos, Louis & Anastasia
Kosmas, Demetrios & Denise
Kosmas, Sam & Leraki, Marianna
Kostos, John

Koukides, Georgios

Koukides, Harry & Stella
Koukides, John

Koumoudis, Kyriakos
Koumoudis, Sotiris & Vasiliki
Kouroupis, Steve

Kourtesis, Michael & Adrienne
Koutsantonis, Demetrios
Koutsantonis, George
Koutsouris, Stylianos & Maria
Kouvaris, Paula

JANUARY 2026




STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 - 11/1/24 - 10/31/25

Contribution Pledged Received | Outstanding Report Date: | 01/07/2026
Type L
Pledged Office $66,255.00 | $55,085.00 -$11,170 Number Of Family 89
C
Office/Vanco/e-Sched - $150,204.22 - Number of Individual 487
e
TOTAL | — — $205,289.22 —

Kovios, Panagiotis & Christine
Kron, Christopher & Alexa
Laiakis, Dimitrios & Anastasia
Lallas, Eva

Lambrow, Stephanie
Larentzos, James & Despina
Laskaridis, Nikolaos

Ledakis, Panagiotis

Lentis, Minas & Kostalas, Eleni

Loizou, Chris & Doxia

Lykos, Konstantinos

Makris, John

Maltas, John

Marianos, Vasilios & Lamprini
Mastromanolis, Manuel

Mastrovasilis, Michael & Lisa Kastellorizios

Matsangos, Argyro
Mavromoustakos, Tsampika

Mavronis, Michael & Kleopatra

Mavronis, Nicholas
Mavroulis, Photis & Eva
Mekins, Angeliki
Melissaratos, Aristides
Micklos, Angelos & Panagiota
Micklos, Christine

Miller, Emanuel & Shirley
Millett, Earl & Alex, Elizabeth
Millon, Edwards & Florence
Milonas, Kimon

Mimaros, Paraskevi
Minadakis, Antonios & Agapi
Minas, Rose

Moniodis, Michael & Effie
Moniodis, Michael & Flora
Moskos, Thomas & Tampa
Myaris, John & Sofia

Nakos, Angelo & Mary Kamos
Nickoles, Josh

Nicolarakis, George

Niotis, Vasilios

Nistazos, George & Despina
Nistazos, Nickolas & Alena
Nychis, George & Angeliki
Nychis, Vasilios & Evangelia
O'Drudy, Leo & Tricia

Ohno, Maria

Oikonomou, Fr. Georgios
Orfanos, Anthony & Regina
Orfanos, Michael

Palas, John & Katina

Pandelidis, Demetrios & Elisavet

Pantelides, Joanne
Papadimitriou, Maria

Papadopoulos, Anastasios & Marianthi
Papadopoulos, Efstathios & Kalliopi

Papalexopoulos, Christianna
Papathakis, Matthew
Papavasiliou, Dimitris
Papavasiliou, Lucas & Renee
Papavasiliou, Virginia
Papavasilis, Arhontoula
Paragios, Ioannis & Popi
Paralis, Kon/Nos & Anna
Paros, Mary

Parthemos, Antonia & Mitchem, Jos
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Parthemos, Kaliope

Parthemos, Konstantinos & Angelika

Pateris, Nicanor
Patras, Leonard
Patras, Pete & Diane
Patras, Stephen

Patrikios, Aikaterine & Jissri, Mike

Peach, Antonia

Pearce, Anthony & Maria
Pelekakis, Maria

Perdikakis, George
Petrinolis, Georgios & Irene
Petropoulos, Dimitrios
Philippou, Kalliopi
Philippou, Philip

Philippou, Vasilios

Pikounis, Adrew

Pikounis, Eleni

Pikounis, George & Vasiliki
Pikounis, John & Despina
Polikandriotis, Kostas & Hariklia
Polikandriotis, Maria
Polychronis, Aristides & Virginia
Poulimenakos, Eleni
Prassinas, Demetrios & Carol
Protopapas, George & Sofia
Protopapas, Marina
Protopapas, Nicholas
Pulianas, Despina

Qirjako, Spiro & Bona
Quintero, Dennis & Rita
Redmiles, Sophia

Reese, Kalyopi & John
Reppas, Paraskevi

Reppas, Soterios & Elia
Riggin, Matthew & Maria
Rigopoulos, Mary Ann
Roberts, Brian & Maria
Rologas, Christina

Roros, Dimitrios & Poli
Roros, John & Angeliki
Roros, Kyriaki

Roros, Stavros

Roufas, Anthie

Roussos, Anthony & Laura
Roxanis, Dean & Soula
Roxanis, John

Roxanis, Steven

Sakpazis, loannis & Maria
Saliaris, Panagiotis

Samaras, Peter

Sarioglou, Anastasia
Sarioglou, Kerassa

Sarioglou, Nikolaos

Sarlanis, Kiriako

Sazaklis, Antonios

Sevdalis, Spiros

Sevdalis, Theohariti
Sfakianoudis, John & Angeliki
Sfakianoudis, Kon/Nos & Angela
Sfakianoudis, Vasilis & Lemonia
Sfiriou, Antonia

Sgouros, Shirley

Sigambris, Irene

Siskos, Stefanos & Dina

Skandalis, George

Skevofilax, Emmanuel
Sotirchos, Elias & Yiouli Ktena
Souranis, Maritsa

Souranis, Michael & Thoula
Souranis, Paraskevi

Spencer, Eric & Donna

Stakias, Dimitrios & Joanne
Stakias, Michael & Lemonia
Stakias, Stelios & Tina
Stamatopoulos, Nicolas
Stamidis, Anastasios & Angela
Stamidis, Stergios & Fotini
Stamoulis, George & Maria
Stamoulis, Kyriakos & Jessica
Stavlas, Jerry & Kalliope
Stavrakis, Demetrios & Antonia
Stewart, John & Rita
Syropoulos, Amalia
Syropoulos, Nicholas & Angeliki
Tasker, Dale & Kalomira
Tetteris, Rhodea

Themelis, Constantine & Thalia
Themelis, John & Renee
Theoharis, Emmanuel & Maria
Topouzoglou, Anastasios & Patricia
Triantafilos, Mary

Triantafilos, Peter

Trintis, Thorina

Tsakalas, Steven & Dina
Tsakalos, Jeanette

Tsamouras, Constantine & Moshoula
Tsampos, Michael & Christina
Tsapakidis, Nikolaos

"Tsapakidis, Theoharis & Tsapakidis Papadimas, Evan
Tserkis, George

Tsironis, Evdokia

Tzavaris, Stelianos & Theodosia
Tzimas, Anna

United Chian Society Of Baltimore
Vasilakopoulos, Anastasia
Vasilakopoulos, Irene
Vasiliades, Antonios & Sofia
Vasiliades, Minus & Kelly
Vasiliadis, Antonios & Sofia
Vasilios, Frank & Irene

Vatakis, Tessie

Venetis, Dimitrios & Kiki
Verenakis, Maria

Vergos, John

Vizaniaris, Evangeline

Vlachos, Nikolaos & Sevi Froumis
Vonakis, George & Irene
Vonakis, Josep

Vourgarakis, Harry

Voxakis, Samantha

Xouri, Sofia

Yeakim, Dionysios & Angela
Yianakis, Steve & Katina
Zdziera, Ariadne

Zdziera, Genevieve

Zdziera, Maximus

Zdziera, Panagiota

Zdziera, Steve & Nitsa

Zervos, Christine

JANUARY 2026




STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 - 11/1/25 - 10/31/26

Number of Stewards: 82 Total Pledged: $3,455

Almason, Joseph

Amann, Mary & Franz

Angelos, John & Irene

Aravidis, Nickolas & Smaragda
Argirakis, Pantelis & Despina
Avgerinos, George & Phaedra
Black, Mark & Sakellis Black, Irene
Bonolis, Catherine

Bouyoukas, John

Cardiges, Nicholas

Cook, Harry

Cornias, Clara

Cornias, Fotini

Cornias, Kiriaki

Cossis, Milton & Amalia

Cozmo, Theodore & Kiriaki
Douskas, Konstantinos
Eliopoulos, Anna

Fakas, James & Valasia

Filippakis, Filippos

Filippou, Nicholas

Forakis, Michael & Alexandra
Gargiulo, Angela

Georgakakou, Vasiliki & Chandar, Bharath
Georgalas, Michael & Hrisovalantou
Gray, Jamison

Harris, Athena (Tina)

Houvardas, Foula

Ieromonahos, Pantelis & Stamatia
Kaminaris, Demetrios & Michelle
Kapetanakos, Elias & Stephanie
Kaputsos, Marshall

Karaflos, Athanasios

Karoutsos, Apostolis & Anna
Kerr, Travis & Catherine

Koliadis, Zinovia

Kostakis, George & Eleni

Kotzias, Chris & Chrisoula
Koukides, Georgios

Koukides, Harry & Stella

"RISE U
AND BUIL

Budlding Up the Body of Chwist

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY
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Koumoudis, Kyriakos

Kourtesis, Michael & Adrienne
Kron, Christopher & Alexa
Ledakis, Panagiotis

Lentis, Minas & Kostalas, Eleni
Mastromanolis, Manuel
Mavroulis, Photis & Eva

Millon, Edwards & Florence
Milonas, Kimon

Nistazos, George & Despina
Nistazos, Nickolas & Alena
Nychis, Vasilios & Evangelia
O’Drudy, Leo & Tricia
Papadopoulos, Anastasios & Marianthi
Papavasilis, Arhontoula
Paragios, Ioannis & Popi
Parthemos, Kaliope

Parthemos, Konstantinos & Angelika
Pastrikos, Fr. Michael & Dimitra
Paterakis, Chuck & Olga
Patrikios, Aikaterine & Jissri, Mike
Peach, Antonia

Pelekakis, Maria

Polychronis, Aristides & Virginia
Powers, Terry & Tasia

Prassinas, Demetrios & Carol
Quintero, Dennis & Rita
Redmiles, Sophia

Roros, Dimitrios & Poli

Sfikas, Paraskevas

Skandalis, George
Stamatopoulos, Nicolas
Stamidis, Anastasios & Angela
Stamidis, Stergios & Fotini
Themelis, John & Renee
Vasilakopoulos, Irene

Vasiliadis, Antonios & Sofia
Vatakis, Tessie

Vourgarakis, Harry

Please remember to

submit your
2026 Stewardship
Cards!
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SAINT NICHOLAS MAILING LIST

To subscribe to the St. Nicholas mailing list,
please follow these steps:

1) Open your Email client and create a new message.

2) Enter stnicholasbaltimore@listserv.goarch.org as the To address. If this
address does not work, you may need to use
STserv@stnicholashaltimore@listserv.goarch.org. Older list serve accounts
were configured with the STserv address.

3) Enter “subscribe” stnicholasbaltimore in the body of your message where
stnicholasbaltimore is the name of the list you are subscribing to.

4) Leave the subject of the message blank. If your mail program requires text
in the subject field, enter random characters.

5) Send the email; you will receive a confirmation if you successfully
subscribed.
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR - JANUARY

KALO MINA! HAPPY NEW YEAR!
KAAO MHNA! EYTYXIZMENO TO NEO ETOZx!
A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE IN THE COMMUNITY!

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1 - Circumcision of our Lord/lepiTopn Tou Incou XpiotoU & St. Basil the
Great / O Méyag BaoiAgiog
ORTHROS -8:30 am  DIVINE LITURGY —9:30 am

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 - Sunday before Holy Epiphany/ Kupiakn mp6 Tv ®wTov
ORTHROS - 8:30 am DIVINE LITURGY - 9:45 am

MONDAY, JANUARY 5 — Eve of Epiphany / MpogopTia TV dwTwv
ORTHROS -8:30 am DIVINE LITURGY -9:30 am --

Blessing of the Holy Waters will take place at the end of the Liturgy.

NOTE: On this day (Jan 5™) we are to follow a Strict Fast.
Holy Epiphany of Our Lord

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 — Holy Epiphany of our Lord / Ayia Ogo@dveia Toi Kupiou
ORTHROS - 8:30 am DIVINE LITURGY -9:30 am --

Blessing of the Holy Waters will take place at the end of the Liturgy.

On January 6, we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord. This is a major Feast Day of our church. We
must make every effort to come to church on this day to worship and glorify our Lord.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 — Synaxis of John the Holy Glorious Prophet, Baptist, & Forerunner /
Zuvasig Tol Tigiou lwdavvou 1ol Mpodpouou
ORTHROS - 8:30 am DIVINE LITURGY —-9:30 am

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 - Sunday after the Feast of Epiphany / Kupiakn petda Tov Pwrtwv
ORTHROS -8:30 am DIVINE LITURGY - 9:45 am

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17 — St. Anthony the Great / Avtwviog 6 Méyag
ORTHROS - 8:30 am DIVINE LITURGY - 9:30 am

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18 - 12th Sunday of Luke / IB" Aouka
ORTHROS - 8:30 am DIVINE LITURGY - 9:45 am

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25 - 15th Sunday of Luke / IE" Aouka
ORTHROS - 8:30 am DIVINE LITURGY - 9:45 am

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30 — The Three Hierarchs / Oi "Ayiol Tpgig lepdpxeg
ORTHROS -8:30 am DIVINE LITURGY - 9:30 am

May our Incarnate Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bring you and your family all the joy, happiness,
and love during this Blessed New Year of 2026.
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