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Message from Fr. Michael L. Pastrikos

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2009!

 Continued on page 3

First of all, I would like to take the opportu-
nity to wish everyone a Happy New Year and
may the New Year 2009 be fruitful and exciting.

We can reminisce and look back in time on
what happened to all of us in the year 2008.  I’m
sure there are positive as well as negative reac-
tions concerning what we experienced throughout
last year’s events.  The whole world is going
through somewhat of a financial crisis.  Many of
us believe that it only affects us here at home, but
it has affected billions of people all over the world.
We understand that the Economy is getting
worse, but sometimes we have to reach rock bot-
tom before we realize what tragic mistakes we
have made from our decisions that has brought us
to this turning point.  If a person is not ill, then we
don’t need a doctor to cure the illness.

I mentioned the words “Turning Point”.  We
all have reached turning points in our lives.  Most
of the time, turning points are good for our soci-
ety, our leaders and governments.  Turning points
bring about a new beginning, a new change within
ourselves, changing our views and attitudes and
our outlook on the present status as well as future
endeavors.

We all share different views and experiences,
but we need to exercise what we base our thoughts
and discussions when we communicate with other
people.  For example! Have there been any spe-
cific events in your life that have changed the way
you view things.  Or, have things come up where
you have viewed these events as negative or posi-
tive when these events occurred.

It is important to take the time to consider
past events in our lives that have had a major im-
pact on us and make us better understand who we
are today.  What are the challenges that will face
us in the New Year 2009 or how can we better
ourselves to improve our quality of life?

Sometimes we are not very conscientious of
those times when we stop to really examine them.
We are surprised by how much impact they have
had, especially the painful ones.  We hear so many
stories about other peoples’ problems, it would be
nice and constructive to get the family or a group
together and take a few minutes to think about

major turning points in our life.  I can imagine the
various discussions and points of view that one
could listen too.

We have people today with so much pain and
tragedy, if we were to look at the events that hap-
pened during 2008 we could probably write tons
of Turning Points.  But this article was written for
you, so you can understand that we can gain from
these turning points.  We have the power within
ourselves to turn the struggles and pains around
just by seeking God’s blessings and instruction.
Whether you have been through rough times and
disappointing moments, you can bounce back if
you truly put your mind to it.  I have always be-
lieved that “mind over matter” really work.

Last year, we witnessed many historical
events.  For the first time in the history of the
United States, we chose an African American as
our President.  If we look down memory lane,
thirty- forty or fifty years ago was there ever a
thought that this would really come true?  I doubt
it . . . but it did! I have also believed that we should
“never say never”.  In the world in which we live,
everything is possible and this should be the right
attitude to take in life.  I can do and I can become
that person that I choose to become. This is the
direction or turning point we should take for
2009.  “Yes I can” and never say, “I can’t”.

It’s been over a year and five months, in fact
this is our second year that we are celebrating
New Year’s together as a family and the motor
has not stopped at all.  Everyday we meet new
people, tackle new challenges, and try to create
new ways to bring our parish even closer to-
gether.  This year we face a different challenge, a
spiritual challenge that will get us off the couch
and get ready to work for the Lord.  This spiritual
challenge faces everyone in the Community.  We
need to begin focusing more on our spiritual soul
than on anything else.  What does someone gain
when he/she wins the world, but loses his/her soul
doing it?  Nothing. We truly don’t gain anything
because when we leave this world we take noth-
ing with us.  This is a big dilemma our Society is
facing (this spiritual issue) and will be facing in the
generations to come.
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ª‹Ó˘Ì· ·fi ÙÔÓ ¶·Ù¤Ú· ªÈ¯·‹Ï §. ¶·ÛÙÚÈÎfi

™˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ· ÛÙËÓ ÛÂÏ›‰· 11

∂Ó ÚÒÙÔÈ˜, ı¿ıÂÏ· Â’ Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· ÙˆÓ ÂÔÚÙÒÓ, Ó· Â˘¯ËıÒ ÛÂ
fiÏÔ˘˜ Â˘Ù˘¯ÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ ÙÔ Ó¤Ô ¤ÙÔ˜ 2 0 0 9, Ó· Â›Ó·È ÌÈ·
ÚÔÛÔ‰ÔÊfiÚ· Î·È  ¯·ÚÔ‡ÌÂÓË ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿.

ªÔÚÔ‡ÌÂ Ó· ·Ó·ÔÏ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ, Î·È Ó· ÛÎÂÊÙÔ‡ÌÂ ÙÈ Û˘Ó¤‚Ë ÛÂ
fiÏÔ˘˜ Ì·˜, ÙÔ 2008, ÙÔ ̄ ÚfiÓÔ Ô˘ ¤Ú·ÛÂ. ∂›Ì·È ‚¤‚·ÈÔ˜ fiÙÈ  ÔÈ
ÂÌÂÈÚ›Â˜  ÙÔ˘ ÂÚ·ÛÌÂÓÔ˘ ¯ÚfiÓÔ˘ ‹Ù·Ó ıÂÙÈÎ¤˜ fiˆ˜ ÂÍ ›ÛÔ˘
Î·È ·ÚÓËÙÈÎ¤˜. ŸÏË Ë ˘Ê‹ÏÈÔ˜ ÂÚÓ¿ ÌÈ· ‰‡ÛÎÔÏË ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ‹
ÎÚ›ÛË.   ¶ÔÏÏÔ› ÈÛÙÂ‡Ô˘Ó fiÙÈ ÂËÚÂ¿˙ÂÈ  ÌfiÓÔ  ÂÌ¿˜ ÛÂ  ÙÔ‡ÙË
ÙË ·ÙÚ›‰·, ·ÏÏ¿ ‰ÂÓ Â›Ó·È ¤ÙÛÈ,  ÂËÚÂ¿˙ÂÈ ‰ÈÛÂÎ·ÙÔÌÌ‡ÚÈ·
·ÓıÚÒˆÓ ÛÂ fiÏÔ ÙÔÓ ÎfiÛÌÔ.  ∫·Ù·Ï·‚·›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ Ë ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌ›·
¯ÂÈÚÔÙÂÚÂ‡ÂÈ, fiÌˆ˜ ÌÂÚÈÎ¤˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ Ú¤ÂÈ ÔÈ Î·Ù·ÛÙ¿ÛÂÈ˜ Ó·
ÊÙ¿ÛÔ˘Ó ÛÂ ÎÚ›ÛÈÌÔ ÛËÌÂ›Ô ÁÈ· Ó·  ·ÓÙÈÏËÊıÔ‡ÌÂ Ù· ÙÚ·ÁÈÎ¿
Ï¿ıË Ô˘ Î¿Ó·ÌÂ ·fi ÙÈ˜ Ï¿ıÔ˜ ·ÔÊ¿ÛÂÈ˜ Ô˘ ‹Ú·ÌÂ, ÔÈ
ÔÔ›Â˜  Ì·˜ Ô‰‹ÁËÛ·Ó Û’ ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ÛËÌÂ›Ô. ∞Ó Î¿ÔÈÔ˜ ‰ÂÓ Â›Ó·È
¿ÚÚˆÛÙÔ˜, ÙfiÙÂ ‰ÂÓ ¯ÚÂÈ¿˙ÂÙ·È ÁÈ·ÙÚfi Ó· ıÂÚ·Â‡ÛÂÈ ÙËÓ
·ÚÚÚÒÛÙÂÈ· ÙÔ˘.

∞Ó¿ÊÂÚ·  ÙÈ˜ Ï¤ÍÂÈ˜ «ÎÚ›ÛÈÌÔ ÛËÌÂ›Ô».  ŸÏÔÈ Ì·˜,  ÛÂ Î¿ÔÈ·
ÛÙÈÁÌ‹ ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹ Ì·˜,  ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ Êı¿ÛÂÈ ÛÂ ÎÚ›ÛÈÌÔ ÛËÌÂ›Ô.  ∆È˜ ÈÔ
ÔÏÏ¤˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ Ù· ÎÚ›ÛÈÌ· ÛËÌÂ›· Â›Ó·È Â˘ÂÚÁÂÙÈÎ¿ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ
∫ÔÈÓˆÓ›·˜ Ì·˜, ÙÔ˘˜  ·Ú¯ËÁÔ‡˜ Ì·˜, ÙÈ˜ Î˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ Ì·˜.   ∆·
ÎÚ›ÛÈÌ· ÛËÌÂ›· Ê¤ÚÓÔ˘Ó Ó¤· ÍÂÎÈÓ‹Ì·Ù·, Ó¤Â˜ ·ÏÏ·Á¤˜ ÛÂ Ì·˜
ÙÔ˘˜ ›‰ÈÔ˘˜, ·ÏÏ¿˙Ô˘Ó ÙÈ˜ ·fi„ÂÈ˜ Ì·˜, ÙÈ˜  ‰È·ı¤ÛÂÈ˜ Ì·˜, ÙÈ˜
Ì¤ÏÏÔ˘ÛÂ˜ Î·Ù·ÛÙ¿ÛÂÈ˜,  fiˆ˜ Î·È Ù· ÌÂÏÏÔÓÙÈÎ¿ Ì·˜ fiÓÂÈÚ·.
ã√ÏÔÈ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ‰È·ÊÔÚÂÙÈÎ¤˜ ·fi„ÂÈ˜ Î·È ÂÌÂÈÚ›Â˜, Ú¤ÂÈ
fiÌˆ˜  Ó· ÛÎÂÙfiÌ·ÛÙÂ Ô˘ ‚·Û›˙Ô˘ÌÂ  ÙÈ˜ ÛÎ¤„ÂÈ˜  Ì·˜, ÙÈ˜
Û˘˙ËÙ‹ÛÂÈ˜ Ì·˜,  fiÙ·Ó ÂÈÎÔÈÓˆÓÔ‡ÌÂ ÌÂ ÙÔ˘˜ Û˘Ó·ÓıÚÒÔ˘˜
Ì·˜. ¶·Ú·‰Â›ÁÌ·ÙÔ˜  ¯¿ÚË! Œ¯Ô˘Ó Û˘Ì‚Â› ÂÈ‰ÈÎ¤˜
Î·Ù·ÛÙ¿ÛÂÈ˜ ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹ Ì·˜ Ô˘ ¿ÏÏ·Í·Ó ÙÔÓ ÙÚfiÔ Ô˘
·ÓÙÈÌÂÙˆ›˙·ÌÂ ÙË ˙ˆ‹, ‹ Û˘Ó¤‚ËÎ·Ó fiˆ˜ ·ÎÚÈ‚Ò˜ Ù· Â›¯·ÌÂ
ÛÎÂÊıÂ› ıÂÙÈÎ¿ ‹ ·ÚÓËÙÈÎ¿ fiÙ·Ó Û˘Ó¤‚ËÛ·Ó;    ∂›Ó·È ÔÏ‡
ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfi Ó· ‚ÚÔ‡ÌÂ  ÙÔ ¯ÚfiÓÔ Î·È Ó· ÛÎÂÊıÔ‡ÌÂ Ù·
ÂÚ·ÛÌ¤Ó·, ÂÎÂ›Ó· Ô˘ Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ Â›¯·Ó ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ ·ÓÙ›ÎÙ˘Ô ÛÂ

Ì·˜, ÂÎÂ›Ó·,  Ô˘ Ì·˜ Î¿ÓÔ˘Ó Ó· Î·Ù·Ï¿‚Ô˘ÌÂ Î·ÏÏ›ÙÂÚ·, ÔÈÔ›
Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ Û‹ÌÂÚ·.  ¶ÔÈ¤˜ Â›Ó·È ÔÈ ÚÔÎÏ‹ÛÂÈ˜  ÙÔ˘ 2009, ‹ ˆ˜
ÌÔÚÔ‡ÌÂ Ó· Á›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ Î·ÏÏ›ÙÂÚÔÈ, Ó· ‚ÂÏÙÈÒÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÔÈfiÙËÙ·
ÙË˜ ˙ˆ‹˜ Ì·˜;

ªÂÚÈÎ¤˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜  ‰ÂÓ ‰›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÌÂÁ¿ÏË ÛËÌ·Û›·  Û’ ÂÎÂ›Ó· Ù·
Û˘Ì‚¿ÓÙ· Ì¤¯ÚÈ, Ô˘ ÛÙ·Ì·Ù¿ÌÂ ÁÈ· Ó· Ù· ÛÎÂÊıÔ‡ÌÂ ÈÔ
‚·ıÂÈ¿, Î·È Ó· ‰Ô‡ÌÂ ¤ÎÏËÎÙÔÈ fiÛÔ ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ ·ÓÙ›ÎÙ˘Ô Â›¯·Ó,
ÂÈ‰ÈÎ¿ ÂÎÂ›Ó· Ô˘ Ì·˜ fiÓÂÛ·Ó ÔÏ‡.  ∞ÎÔ‡ÌÂ ÙfiÛÂ˜ ÈÛÙÔÚ›Â˜,
ÚÔ‚Ï‹Ì·Ù· ‰È·ÊfiÚˆÓ ·ÓıÚÒˆÓ, Ô˘ ı¿Ù·Ó ÔÏ‡
ÂÈÎÔ‰ÔÌËÙÈÎfi Ó· Ì·˙¤„Ô˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ· ‹ Ó·
Û˘ÁÎÂÓÙÚˆıÔ‡ÌÂ ÌÂ ¿ÏÏ· ¿ÙÔÌ·, Ó· Û˘˙ËÙ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÁÈ· «ÎÚ›ÛÈÌ·
ÛËÌÂ›·» ÙË˜ ˙ˆ‹˜ Ì·˜.  ªÔÚÒ Ó· Ê·ÓÙ·ÛÙÒ Û˘˙ËÙ‹ÛÂÈ˜ Î·È
·fi„ÂÈ˜  ÁÈ· «ÎÚ›ÛÈÌ· ÛËÌÂ›·» Ô˘ Î¿ÔÈÔ˜ ı· ÌÔÚÔ‡ÛÂ Ó·
·ÎÔ‡ÛÂÈ. À¿Ú¯ÂÈ Û‹ÌÂÚ· ÎfiÛÌÔ˜ Ô˘ ˘ÔÊ¤ÚÂÈ. ∞Ó
ÎÔÈÙ¿ÍÔ˘ÌÂ Ù· ÁÂÁÔÓfiÙ· Ô˘ ¤ÁÈÓ·Ó ÙÔ 2008, ı· ÌÔÚÔ‡Û·ÌÂ
Èı·ÓÒ˜ Ó· ÁÚ¿„Ô˘ÌÂ ¯ÈÏÈ¿‰Â˜ «ÎÚ›ÛÈÌ· ÛËÌÂ›·».

∆Ô‡ÙÔ ÙÔ ¿ÚıÚÔ fiÌˆ˜ ÁÚ¿ÊıËÎÂ ÁÈ· Û·˜, ÁÈ· Ó· Î·Ù·Ï¿‚ÂÙÂ
Î·Ï‡ÙÂÚ· fiÙÈ ÂˆÊÂÏÔ‡ÌÂı· ·fi Ù· ÎÚ›ÛÈÌ· ÛËÌÂ›·.  Œ¯Ô˘ÌÂ
Ì¤Û· Ì·˜ ÙË ‰‡Ó·ÌË Ó· ·Ï·›„Ô˘ÌÂ Î·È Ó· ·ÁˆÓÈÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ
„¿¯ÓÔÓÙ·˜ Ó· ‚ÚÔ‡ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ Â˘ÏÔÁ›Â˜ Î·È ÙÈ˜ Ô‰ËÁ›Â˜ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡.
Œ¯ÂÙÂ ÂÚ¿ÛÂÈ  ‰‡ÛÎÔÏÂ˜ Î·Ù·ÛÙ¿ÛÂÈ˜  Î·È ·ÔÁÔËÙÂ‡ÛÂÈ˜ ·fi
ÙË ˙ˆ‹;  MÔÚÂ›ÙÂ Ó· ÔÚıÔÛÙ·Ù‹ÛÂÙÂ Î·È ¿ÏÈ ·Ó Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿
ÙÔ ıÂÏ‹ÛÂÙÂ.  ¶¿ÓÙ· ›ÛÙÂ˘· fiÙÈ  ÙÔ «ÛÎ¤„Ô˘ Î·È Ú¿ÍÂ» Ê¤ÚÓÂÈ
·ÔÙÂÏ¤ÛÌ·Ù·. ¶¤Ú˘ÛÈ Á›Ó·ÌÂ Ì¿ÚÙ˘ÚÂ˜ ÔÏÏÒÓ ÈÛÙÔÚÈÎÒÓ
ÁÂÁÔÓfiÙˆÓ.  °È· ÚÒÙË ÊÔÚ¿ ÛÙËÓ ÈÛÙÔÚ›· ÙˆÓ ∏ÓˆÌ¤ÓˆÓ
¶ÔÏÈÙÂÈÒÓ ÂÍÂÏ¤ÁÂÈ ¶ÚfiÂ‰ÚÔ˜ ∞ÊÚÈÎ·ÓÔ-∞ÌÂÚÈÎ·ÓÈÎ‹˜
Î·Ù·ÁˆÁ‹˜.  ∞Ó ¿ÌÂ ›Ûˆ  30-40 ‹ 50 ̄ ÚfiÓÈ· ÌÔÚÔ‡ÛÂ Î·ÓÂ›˜
¤ÛÙˆ Ó· ÛÎÂÊıÂ› fiÙÈ ·˘Ùfi ı· ÁÈÓfiÙ·Ó Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿;  ∞ÌÊÈ‚¿ÏÏˆ!
∞ÏÏ¿ ¤ÁÈÓÂ! ∂›ÛË˜ ÈÛÙÂ‡ˆ fiÙÈ ‰ÂÓ Ú¤ÂÈ ÔÙ¤ Ó· Ï¤ÌÂ
«ÔÙ¤». ™ÙÔ ÎfiÛÌÔ Ô˘ ˙Ô‡ÌÂ Û‹ÌÂÚ·, fiÏ· Â›Ó·È ‰˘Ó·Ù¿, Î·È
·˘Ù‹ Â›Ó·È Ë ÛˆÛÙ‹ ·ÓÙÈÌÂÙÒÈÛË ÙË˜ ̇ ˆ‹˜. ªÔÚÒ Ó· ÙÔ Î¿Óˆ,
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Let’s be truthful and realistic, we all have a problem when
it comes to feeding our spiritual soul. We are doing quite well
when it comes to feeding and supplying our physical bodies
with quality ingredients.  But, the main Turning Point here
should give more awareness to the needs of our soul because
without our soul, we as humans cannot exist.  Just imagine, we
have the greatest technologies, greatest scientists, greatest
doctors and hospitals; but without the soul this world would be
filled with emptiness.  So this means, that we were created by
God to exist for Him and not vice a versa. But, if we look at
the world today, are we doing what our Lord has commanded
us to do?

Six weeks ago, I gave a homily on the Gospel lesson of the
Bent Women (H Û˘ÁÎ‡ÙÔ˘Û· Á˘Ó·›Î·).  She was in total
pain for 18 years, but she never gave up.  She continued to
pray and worship her Lord in the Synagogue, when one day
Christ came into her midst and changed her life completely.
That’s what God does when we allow Him to come into our
lives.  Christ realized what this woman went through for 18
years and He wanted to release her of her burden.

We, the today Christian, should take the example of faith
and stamina that this Bent Woman had.  With all due respect,
we lack in worship, in faith and in knowledge of what our fore-

fathers and mothers went through to appreciate what we have
today. The Prophets, the Evangelists, the Virgin Mary, the
Apostles, the Saints, the Martyrs all were a plan from God to
give us true testimony and witness that all of this is true and
real.

Can we respect and give honor to those who fought the
good fight against Satan, who faced tremendous tortures and
shame.  These men, women and children faced imprisonment,
stoning, persecution and death.  Do we truly honor their
memory by showing our examples in today’s society? How
can we truly honor them, when we have no morals and have
trespassed against God?  We are slowly losing our children to
the pleasures of this world.  We are not worshipping and glori-
fying God in true spirit and faith.  We are going back to the
times of Sodom, Gomorrah and Noah where God punished
them for their sinful acts.

If we keep doing these same things, God will also punish
our generation.  So now is the time to make a change …a new
turning point in your lives.  Come closer to God in this New
Year 2009.  Communicate and Love one another so our souls
can be enlightened by His presence and shine in the hearts of
others.  Let’s make this a New Year’s Resolution.
May God bless and keep you healthy and wise.

Happy New Year!

By Bill Poulos, TH.M.

Many of our parishioners have given their 2009 stewardship
pledges and many have not as yet made their 2009 offering to the
Lord and His Church. Whichever group in which you may find
yourself, the beginning of a new year is an ideal time to prayer-
fully consider the significance of your stewardship commitment
and how much of your time, talents, and financial resources you
will be dedicating to God this year.

Exactly what does it mean to be a steward of the Church and
what is the essence of Christian stewardship? A steward, in the or-
dinary sense of the word, is someone who administers the prop-
erty and resources of another. A good steward is one who does
this in accordance with the will of the owner of the property and
resources.

All that we posses as Christians, “Every good and perfect gift”
as Scripture teaches comes from God. These gifts whatever they
may be (possessions, monetary wealth, intellectual gifts, and
emotional strengths, etc) are in the most profound spiritual sense
the property and resources of the Living God who has given them
to us. As recipients of His gifts we are expected to administer
those gifts in accordance with His purpose and desires.

We, then, as Christian stewards must offer back to the Church,
which is God’s household and the Lord’s very body on earth, a
portion of the blessing He has bestowed upon us so that the
Church’s divine purpose and mission can be fulfilled. St. Paul in
hi classic teaching on Christian stewardship in Second Corinthians
uses the metaphor of sowing seeds for a harvest as the image of
the stewardship. The provider of the seed is, of course, God Him-
self. The harvest is service to others, unity in the Church and the
solution of souls.

Sow sparingly and receive sparingly; sow bountifully and re-
ceive bountifully St. Paul reminded the Corinthians. He was in-
structing them that if they gave gladly, thankfully and generously
God, the provider of all good things, would insure that all of their

REFLECTIONS ON STEWARDSHIP
needs would be amply met and that they would in turn have more
than enough to once again meet the needs of others.

We must all ask ourselves if we truly believe these fundamen-
tal teachings on Stewardship and God’s provision for his people.
And if we do, what then is the essence of Christian Stewardship?
Stewardship ultimately is an act of thanksgiving and worship. It is
an extension and reflection of the Eucharist itself, a perpetual giv-
ing back to God the very life God the Father has given us in His
Son.

In the Old Testament we see the Jewish people giving to God
the first fruits of their harvest and sacrificing their most treasured
animals to Him. This is what we do in a more perfect way through
Holy Communion in the Divine Liturgy. We offer our gifts, our-
selves, our world, our Savior back to God in remembrance of
Christ’s one perfect eternal sacrifice, and this is what stewardship
should be ——— a sacrificial giving.

Are we truly grateful for what God has done for us? Do our
actions express the gratitude? True gratitude expresses itself in
sacrificial action. That which we love is that for which we are will-
ing to sacrifice.  We need only look at our parents, spouses, chil-
dren and grandchildren to understand this concept. We willingly
sacrifice ourselves and what we have for those we love. It is the
essence of our lives.

Do we love God as much as we should? Are we willing to ex-
press this love sacrificially. Look at the Life-Giving Cross and the
Holy Chalice to see the perfect expressions of sacrificial love.

As each of us seeks God’s will for us as to how much of our
time, talent and finances He wishes us to offer Him this year, let
us all with grateful hearts keep in mind the example of God the
Father who gave His Son for our redemption and of our Lord who
out of His great love for us, accepted His Father’s will.

If we do this, the Holy Spirit will certainly guide us to God’s
perfect will for us regarding our stewardship.
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™ÙË Ì¤ÛË ÙÔ˘ ÚˆÙÔ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ˘ ÙÚ·Â˙ÈÔ‡ Ê¤ÁÁÂÈ Ë Â˘ÏÔÁ›·
ÙÔ˘ ·Á›Ô˘ Î·È ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ˘ µ·ÛÈÏÂ›Ô˘, Ë ‚·ÛÈÏfiÈÙa, Ô ÂÔÚÙ·ÛÌfi˜ ÙÔ˘
¿ÚÙÔ˘.  ∆Ô ÊÏÔ˘Ú› Ô˘ ÎÚ‡‚ÂÈ, ÛËÌ¿‰È ÙË˜ Ù‡¯Ë˜, Ì·˜ ·ÚËÁÔÚÂ›
ÛÙËÓ ·ÓıÚÒÈÓË ·‰˘Ó·Ì›· Ì·˜ ÁÈ· Ù’ ¿ÁÓˆÛÙ· ÌÂÏÏÔ‡ÌÂÓ·.
¶ˆ˜ ¤ÌÂÈÓÂ ÛÙ· ¤ıÈÌ¿ Ì·˜;

√ πÔ˘ÏÈ·Ófi˜ Ô ¶·Ú·‚¿ÙË˜, ƒˆÌ·›Ô˜ ·˘ÙÔÎÚ¿ÙÔÚ·˜ ÛÙËÓ
∞Ó·ÙÔÏ‹, ËÁ·›ÓÔÓÙ·˜ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ¶ÂÚÛ›·, ¤Ú·ÛÂ ÎÔÓÙ¿ ·fi ÙËÓ
∫·ÈÛ¿ÚÂÈ·. ∆ÔÓ ÚÔ¸¿ÓÙËÛÂ ÙÈÌËÙÈÎ¿ Ô ·ÏÈfi˜ Û˘ÛÔ˘‰·ÛÙ‹˜
ÙÔ˘ ÛÙËÓ ∞ı‹Ó·, Ô ∂›ÛÎÔÔ˜ ÙÒÚ· µ·Û›ÏÂÈÔ˜, Ì·˙› ÌÂ ÙÔ Ï·fi.

√ ∞˘ÙÔÎÚ¿ÙÔÚ·˜ ··›ÙËÛÂ ‰ÒÚ· ‚·ÛÈÏÈÎ¿ Î·Ù¿ Ù· ‹ıË Î·È Ù’
·ÍÈÒÌ·Ù¿ ÙÔ˘. √ ·ÛÎËÙ‹˜ Â›ÛÎÔÔ˜ ‰ÂÓ Â›¯Â Ù›ÔÙÂ, ÎÈ ¤ÙÛÈ ÙÔ˘
ÚfiÛÊÂÚÂ ÙÚ›· ÎÚ›ıÈÓ· „ˆÌÈ¿. √ ‚·ÛÈÏÈ¿˜ ‰È¤Ù·ÍÂ ÙÔ˘˜ ˘ËÚ¤ÙÂ˜
ÙÔ˘ Ó· ‰ÒÛÔ˘Ó ÛÙÔÓ Â›ÛÎÔÔ, Û·Ó ·ÓÙÈ‰ÒÚËÌ·, ¯ÔÚÙ¿ÚÈ ÛÎ¤ÙÔ
·’ ÙÔ˘˜ ·ÁÚÔ‡˜.  ∞ÏÏ¿ Ô ¿ÁÈÔ˜ ‰ÂÓ ¿ÊËÛÂ ·Ó·¿ÓÙËÙË ÙËÓ ¿‰ÈÎË
Î·Ù·ÊÚfiÓËÛË:

—∂ÌÂ›˜, ‚·ÛÈÏÈ¿, ÛÔ˘ ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ·fi ‘ÎÂ›ÓÔ Ô˘ ÙÚÒÌÂ,
Î·ıÒ˜ Â˙‹ÙËÛÂ˜. ∏ ‚·ÛÈÏÂ›· ÛÔ˘ Ì·˜ ·ÓÙ¿ÌÂÈ„Â, Î·ıÒ˜ ·ÚÌfi˙ÂÈ
·fi ÂÎÂ›ÓÔ Ô˘ ÙÚÒÁÂÈ.

√ ‚·ÛÈÏÈ¿˜ Âı‡ÌˆÛÂ Î·È Â›Â:
—∆ÒÚ·, ‰¤ÍÔ˘ ÙÔ ‰ÒÚÔ Î·È fiÙ·Ó ÂÈÛÙÚ¤„ˆ ÓÈÎËÙ‹˜, ÙfiÙÂ ÙËÓ

fiÏË ÛÔ˘ ı· Î¿„ˆ Î·È ı· ·È¯Ì·ÏˆÙ›Ûˆ ÙÔÓ ·ÓfiËÙÔ Ï·fi Ô˘
ÂÍ··Ù¿˜, ‰ÈfiÙÈ Î·È ÙÔ˘˜ ıÂÔ‡˜ Ô˘ ÚÔÛÎ˘ÓÒ ÂÚÈÊÚÔÓÔ‡Ó, fiÛÔ
ÁÈ· Ì¤Ó·, ı· Ï¿‚ÂÈ˜ ÙËÓ Ú¤Ô˘Û· ·ÌÔÈ‚‹.

√ ¿ÁÈÔ˜ Â¤ÛÙÚÂ„Â ÛÙËÓ fiÏË Î·È Î¿ÏÂÛÂ ÙÔ Ï·fi Ó· ÙÔÓ
ÏËÚÔÊÔÚ‹ÛÂÈ ÁÈ· ÙÈ˜ ·ÂÈÏ¤˜ ÙÔ˘ ·˘ÙÔÎÚ¿ÙÔÚ· Î·È Ù¤ÏÔ˜ Â›Â:

—ªË Ï˘ËıÂ›ÙÂ, ·‰ÂÏÊÔ› ÌÔ˘, Ù· ¯Ú‹Ì·Ù¿ Û·˜, ÊÚÔÓÙÂ›ÛÙÂ
ÌfiÓÔ ÙË ˙ˆ‹ Û·˜.  ™˘ÁÎÂÓÙÚÒÛÙÂ Ù· ÏÂÙ¿ Û·˜ Û’ ¤Ó· Ì¤ÚÔ˜. ŸÙ·Ó
·ÎÔ‡ÛÂÙÂ ˆ˜ ¤Ú¯ÂÙ·È ÂÎÂ›ÓÔ˜, ı· Ù· Ú›¯ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÛˆÚÔ‡˜ ÛÙÔ ‰ÚfiÌÔ,
ÎÈ fiˆ˜ Â›Ó·È ÊÈÏÔ¯Ú‹Ì·ÙÔ˜, ·˘Ù¿ ı· ÎÏ¤„Ô˘ÓÂ ÙËÓ ÚÔ¯ÔÛ‹ ÙÔ˘
Î·È ı· ÙÔÓ Î¿ÓÔ˘Ó Ó· ÍÂ¯¿ÛÂÈ ÙÈ˜ ·ÂÈÏ¤˜ ÙÔ˘.

√È ¯ÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÔ› ¤Î·Ó·Ó fiÏÔÈ fiˆ˜ ÙÔ˘˜ Â›Â.  ∂ÎÂ›ÓÔ˜ Û‡Ó·ÍÂ ÙÔ
¯Ú˘Û¿ÊÈ, ÙÔ ·Û‹ÌÈ, ÙÔ˘˜ ÔÏ‡ÙÈÌÔ˘˜ Ï›ıÔ˘˜, fiÏ·, Ì¤Û· ÛÙÔ
ÛÎÂ˘ÔÊ˘Ï¿ÎÈÔ ÎÈ ¤ÁÚ·„Â Ù’ fiÓÔÌ¿ ÙÔ˘ Î·ıÂÓfi˜ Î·È fi,ÙÈ Î·ı¤Ó·˜
¤ÊÂÚÂ.

ŸÙ·Ó Ì·ıÂ‡ÙËÎÂ ˆ˜ ÂÈÛÙÚ¤ÊÂÈ Ô ‚·ÛÈÏÈ¿˜ ÌÂ ÙÔ ÛÙÚ·Ùfi ÙÔ˘,
Ô ¿ÁÈÔ˜ Â›Â Û’ fiÏÔ˘˜ Ó· ÓËÛÙ¤„Ô˘ÌÂ ÙÚÂÈ˜ Ì¤ÚÂ˜ ÎÈ fiÏÔÈ Ì·˙›
·Ó¤‚ËÎ·Ó ÌÂÙ¿ ÛÙÔ fiÚÔ˜ ¢›‰˘ÌÔ ÙË˜ ∫·ÈÛ·ÚÂ›·˜, fiÔ˘ ‚ÚÈÛÎfiÙ·Ó
Ô Ó·fi˜ ÙË˜ £ÂÔÙfiÎÔ˘ Î·È ÌÂ fiÓÔ ¿Ú¯ÈÛ·Ó Ó· ‰¤ÔÓÙ·È ÛÙËÓ
¶·Ó·Á›· Ó’ ·ÏÏ¿ÍÂÈ ÙË ‚Ô˘Ï‹ ÙÔ˘ ·˘ÙÔÎÚ¿ÙÔÚ·.  ∂›‰Â ÙfiÙÂ Ô ¿ÁÈÔ˜
πÂÚ¿Ú¯Ë˜ Ô˘Ú¿ÓÈ· ÛÙÚ·ÙÈ¿ Ó· Î˘ÎÏÒÓÂÈ ÙÔ fiÚÔ˜.  £ÚfiÓÔ˜ ÛÙË Ì¤ÛË
„ËÏfi˜, fiÔ˘ Î·ıfiÙ·Ó ‰ÔÍ·ÛÌ¤ÓË Ë ∫˘Ú›· ÙˆÓ ·ÁÁ¤ÏˆÓ—Ë
¶·Ó·Á›·.  ∆ËÓ ¿ÎÔ˘ÛÂ Ó· Ï¤ÂÈ:

—∫·Ï¤Û·Ù¤ ÌÔ˘ ÙÔÓ ªÂÚÎÔ‡ÚÈÔ.
º¿ÓËÎÂ ÙfiÙÂ Ô ÌÂÁ·ÏÔÌ¿ÚÙ˘Ú·˜ ªÂÚÎÔ‡ÚÈÔ˜ ÌÂ Ù· fiÏ· ÙÔ˘ ÎÈ

∂ÎÂ›ÓË ÙÔ˘ ¤‰ˆÛÂ ÚÔÛÙ·Á‹ Ó· ·Ê·Ó›ÛÂÈ ÙÔÓ πÔ˘ÏÈ·Ófi.  ªÂÙ¿
ÂÎ¿ÏÂÛÂ ÙÔÓ ¿ÁÈÔ µ·Û›ÏÂÈÔ Î·È ÙÔ˘ ·Ú¤‰ˆÛÂ ‚È‚Ï›Ô ÌÂ ÙË
‰ËÌÈÔ˘ÚÁ›· ÙË˜ ∫Ù›ÛË˜ ÁÚ·ÌÌ¤ÓË Ì¤Û·. ™ÙËÓ ·Ú¯‹ ˘‹Ú¯Â Ë
ÂÈÁÚ·Ê‹ “Â›Â” ÛÙÔ Ù¤ÏÔ˜, fiÔ˘ Ë ı¤ÛË ÙË˜ Ï¿ÛË˜ ÙÔ˘ ·ÓıÚÒÔ˘,
¤ÁÚ·ÊÂ  “Ù¤ÏÔ˜” }∫È ·Ï‹ıÂÈ·, ·ÚÁfiÙÂÚ·, Ô ÕÁÈÔ˜ µ·Û›ÏÂÈÔ˜ ¤ÁÚ·„Â
ÂÚÌËÓÂ›· ÛÙËÓ ÂÍ·‹ÌÂÚÔ ‰ËÌÈÔ˘ÚÁ›· ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡.  ŸÙ·Ó fiÌˆ˜ ‹Ù·Ó
Ó· ÁÚ¿„ÂÈ ÁÈ· ÙÔÓ ¿ÓıÚˆÔ, ¤Ê˘ÁÂ ÛÙÔ˘˜ Ô˘Ú·ÓÔ‡˜.  √ ·‰ÂÏÊfi˜
ÙÔ˘ ¿ÁÈÔ˜ °ÚËÁfiÚÈÔ˜, Ô Â›ÛÎÔÔ˜ ¡‡ÛÛË˜, Û˘ÌÏ‹ÚˆÛÂ ÁÈ’ ·˘Ùfi
ÙÔ ı¤Ì·.

ªÂÙ¿, ÏÔÈfiÓ, ·’ ·˘Ù‹Ó ÙËÓ ÔÙ·Û›·, Ô ¿ÁÈÔ˜ Î·Ù¤‚ËÎÂ ÌfiÓÔ˜
ÛÙËÓ fiÏË Î·È ‹ÁÂ ÛÙÔ Ó·fi ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ªÂÚÎÔ˘Ú›Ô˘.  ¢È·›ÛÙˆÛÂ
fiÙÈ ÙÔ ÏÂ›„·ÓÔ ÙÔ˘ Ì¿ÚÙ˘Ú· ¤ÏÂÈÂ ÎÈ ·Ó¤‚ËÎÂ ¿ÏÈ ÛÙÔ ¢›‰˘ÌÔ Ó·
ËÛ˘¯¿ÛÂÈ ÙÔ Ï·fi :

—¢ÔÍ¿ÛÙÂ ÙÔ £Âfi, ·‰ÂÏÊÔ› ÌÔ˘!  √ πÔ˘ÏÈ·Ófi˜ ‰ÂÓ ̆ ¿Ú¯ÂÈ È·.
∂Ï¿ÙÂ Ó· ·Ú·Ï¿‚ÂÙÂ Ù· ¯Ú‹Ì·Ù¿ Û·˜. ∫·È ÙÔ˘˜ ÂÍ‹ÁËÛÂ. ∞ÏÏ¿
ÂÎÂ›ÓÔÈ Â›·Ó:

—£· Ù· ‰›Ó·ÌÂ ÛÙÔÓ ·ÛÂ‚‹ ‚·ÛÈÏ¤· Î·È ı· Ù’ ·ÚÓËıÔ‡ÌÂ ÛÙÔÓ
Ô˘Ú·Ófi, Ô˘ Ì·˜ ¤ÛˆÛÂ ÙË ̇ ˆ‹; Û˘ÁÎÈÓËÌ¤ÓÔ˜, ÙËÓ ÚÔı˘Ì›· ÙÔ˘˜,
¤‰ˆÛÂ ÛÙÔÓ Î·ı¤Ó· ÙÔ ¤Ó· ÙÚ›ÙÔ ÙˆÓ fiÛˆÓ ÚfiÛÊÂÚÂ Î·È ÌÂ Ù·
˘fiÏÔÈ· ¤ÎÙÈÛÂ ÓÔÛÔÎÔÌÂ›Ô, ÁËÚÔÎÔÌÂ›·, ÍÂÓÒÓÂ˜,
ÔÚÁ·ÓÔÙÚÔÊÂ›·.
     ∆Ô ÈÛÙÔ·ÚÈÎfi ·˘Ùfi ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜ ¤Ú·ÛÂ ÛÙÈ˜ ·Ú·‰fiÛÂÈ˜ ÙÔ˘ Ï·Ô‡.
∏ Û˘ÏÏÔÁÈÎ‹ ÙÔ˘ ÌÓ‹ÌË ÙÔ ÌÂÙ·Ï¿ıÂÈ, ÙÔ ÂÍ·ÈÚÂÙÈÎfi Î·È ¿ÁÈÔ
ı¤ÏÂÈ Ó· ÙÔ Î¿ÓÂÈ ·Ïfi Î·È ÔÈÎÂ›Ô, ÎÈ ¤ÙÛÈ ÙÔ Ê¤ÚÓÂÈ Ì¤Û· ÛÙËÓ
Î·ıËÌÂÚÈÓfiÙËÙ· ÙÔ˘.  ¡· ÙÈ Ï¤ÓÂÈ:

ªÈ· ÊÔÚ¿, ¤Ó·˜ ÛÎÏËÚfi˜ ¿Ú¯ÔÓÙ·˜ ÙË˜ ∫··‰ÔÎ›·˜ ¤ÛÙÂÈÏÂ
·ÓıÚÒÔ˘˜ ÛÙÔ ¢ÂÛfiÙË ÙË˜ ∫·ÈÛ·ÚÂ›·˜ Î·È ÙÔ˘ ˙‹ÙËÛÂ

∏ π™∆√ƒπ∞ ∆∏™ µ∞™π§√¶π∆∞™
ıËÛ·˘ÚÔ‡˜, ·ÏÏÈÒ˜ ı· ÔÏÈÔÚÎÔ‡ÛÂ ÙËÓ fiÏË, Â›Â, Ó· ÙËÓ ¿ÚÂÈ
ÔÏfiÎÏËÚË.  √È ¯ÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÔ›, Ô˘ ·Á·Ô‡Û·Ó ÔÏ‡ ÙÔÓ Â›ÛÎÔfi
ÙÔ˘˜, ‹Á·Ó ·Ì¤Ûˆ˜ ÛÙ· Û›ÙÈ· ÙÔ˘˜ Î·È ÙÔ˘ ¤ÊÂÚ·Ó Ù· ̄ Ú˘Û·ÊÈÎ¿
ÙÔ˘˜. ŸÏË ÙË Ó‡¯Ù· Ô ¿ÁÈÔ˜ ¢ÂÛfiÙË˜ ÙË˜ ∫·ÈÛ¿ÚÂÈ·˜
ÚÔÛÂ˘¯fiÙ·Ó Ó· ÛÒÛÂÈ Ô £Âfi˜ ÙËÓ fiÏË.  ∆Ô Úˆ˝ Î·Ù¤Êı·ÛÂ Ô
¿Ú¯ÔÓÙ· ÌÂ ÙÔ ÛÙÚ·Ùfi ÙÔ˘, Ô˘ ·Ì¤Ûˆ˜ ÂÚÈÎ‡ÎÏˆÛÂ ÙËÓ fiÏË.
ª‹ÎÂ ÌÂ ÙËÓ ·ÎÔÏÔ˘ı›· ÙÔ˘ Ì¤Û· ÎÈ ·Ó·˙‹ÙËÛ·Ó ÙÔ ¢ÂÛfiÙË.  ∆Ô˘
¤‰ÂÈÍ·Ó ÙÔ Ó·fi. ¶ÏËÛ›·ÛÂ Î·È ÙÔÓ ‚Ú‹ÎÂ ÛÙË ı‡Ú· Ó· ÙÔÓ ÂÚÈÌ¤ÓÂÈ,
¯ÏˆÌfi˜ Î·È ·‰‡Ó·ÙÔ˜ ·fi ÙËÓ ·ÁÚ˘Ó›· Î·È ÙË ÓËÛÙÂ›·.

—¢ÒÛÂ ÌÔ˘ ÏÔÈfiÓ ·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜ fiÏË˜ ÙÔ ¯Ú˘Û¿ÊÈ.  ∆Ô˘ Â›Â.
∂ÎÂ›ÓÔ˜ ÙÔÓ ÎÔ›Ù·ÍÂ ÌÂ Ï‡Ë Î·È ÙÔ˘ ·¿ÓÙËÛÂ:

—µÏ¤ÂÈ˜ Û’ ·˘Ù‹ ÙËÓ fiÏË Ù›ÔÙÂ ÔÏ‡ÙÈÌÔ, Ô˘ Ó· ÚÔ‰›‰ÂÈ
ÏÔ‡ÙÔ;

—¢ÂÓ ÌÔÚÂ› ·Ú¿ Ó· ˘¿Ú¯ÂÈ.
—¶ÏÔ‡ÙÔ˜ ·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜ fiÏË˜ Â›Ó·È ÔÈ ÊÙˆ¯Ô› Î·È ÂÈÓ·ÛÌ¤ÓÔÈ,

ÔÈ ¯Ù˘ËÌ¤ÓÔÈ ·fi ÙËÓ ·ÔÓÈ¿ ÙˆÓ ÏÔ˘Û›ˆÓ.
—ÕÛÂ Ù· ÏfiÁÈ·, ¢¤ÛÔÙ·, Î·È ¤˜ ÌÔ˘ Ô˘ ¤¯ÂÈ˜ ÎÚ‡„ÂÈ ÙÔ

¯Ú˘Û¿ÊÈ.
—∆Ô ¯Ú˘Û¿ÊÈ ¿Ú¯ÔÓÙ· Â›Ó·È ÁÈ· ÙÔ˘˜ ÊÙˆ¯Ô‡˜.  ∫·ÓÂÓfi˜ ‰ÂÓ

ÂÚÈÛÛÂ‡ÂÈ.
√ ¿Ú¯ÔÓÙ·˜ ı‡ÌˆÛÂ ÙfiÙÂ Î·È ÙÔ˘ Ï¤ÂÈ:
—∞Ó ‰ÂÓ ÌÔ˘ ‰ÒÛÂÈ˜ ÙÔ ¯Ú˘Û¿ÊÈ, ı· ¿Úˆ ÙÔ ‰ÈÎfi ÛÔ˘ ¤¯ÂÈ.
√ ¢ÂÛfiÙË˜ ¯·ÌÔÁ¤Ï·ÛÂ ÂÏ·ÊÚ¿.
—ŸÛÔ ÎÈ ·Ó „¿ÍÂÈ˜ ‰ÂÓ ı· ‚ÚÂÈ˜ ¿ÏÏÔ ·fi ÙÔ Ú¿ÛÔ Ô˘ ÊÔÚ¿ˆ.
—£· ÛÂ ÛÙÂ›Ïˆ ·Ï˘ÛÔ‰ÂÌ¤ÓÔ Ì·ÎÚÈ¿ ·fi ÙËÓ ·ÙÚ›‰· ÛÔ˘.
—∏ ·ÙÚ›‰· ÌÔ˘ ÂÌ¤Ó· Â›Ó·È Ô Ô˘Ú·Ófi˜.
—£· ÛÂ ı·Ó·ÙÒÛÔ˘Ó.
—∫·Ï‡ÙÂÚ·, ÁÈ·Ù› ı· ÌÂ ÛÙÂ›ÏÂÈ˜ ÈÔ ÁÚ‹ÁÔÚ· ÂÎÂ›.
√ ¿Ú¯ÔÓÙ·˜ ÎfiÓÙÂ„Â  Ó· ÛÎ¿ÛÂÈ ·fi ÙÔ Î·Îfi ÙÔ˘ Î·È ‰È·Ù¿˙ÂÈ

ÙÔ˘˜ ·ÍÈˆÌ·ÙÈÎÔ‡˜ ÙÔ˘ Ó· ÂÈÙÂıÔ‡Ó. ∆fiÙÂ Ô Â›ÛÎÔÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ Ï¤ÂÈ:
—∏ ÏÂÔÓÂÍ›· ÛÔ˘ ı· ÛÂ ·Ê·Ó›ÛÂÈ. ªËÓ ÂÈÚ¿ÍÂÈ˜ ÙÔ˘˜

·ÓıÚÒÔ˘˜ ·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜ fiÏË˜, Ô˘ ‰ÂÓ ÛÂ Â›Ú·Í·Ó.  ∂‰Ò Â›Ó·È ÙÔ
¯Ú˘Û¿ÊÈ Î·È ÛÂ ÂÚÈÌ¤ÓÂÈ.

∫·È ÙÔ˘ ¤‰ÂÈÍÂ ¤Ó· ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ ÛÂÓÙÔ‡ÎÈ.  ∞ÏÏ¿ ÚÈÓ ÚÔÏ¿‚ÂÈ Ó·
ÙÔ ÏËÛÈ¿ÛÂÈ Â›‰·Ó fiÏÔÈ ¤Ó· Ï·ÌÚfi Î·‚·Ï¿ÚË Ó· ÔÚÌ¿ÂÈ ÌÂ ÙÔ
ÛÙÚ·Ùfi ÙÔ˘, Ô˘ ¤ÏÂÌÂ  ÎÈ ÂÎÂ›ÓÔ˜.  ÕÚ¯ÔÓÙ·˜ Î·È ÛÙÚ·Ùfi˜ ¤ÁÈÓ·Ó
ÛÎfiÓË. ŒÊ˘Á·Ó ÎÈ ·ÎfiÌ· ÊÂ‡ÁÔ˘Ó.  ◊Ù·Ó Ô ÕÁÈÔ˜ ªÂÚÎÔ‡ÚÈÔ˜ ÌÂ
·ÁÁ¤ÏÔ˘˜, Ï¤ÓÂ.

¢fiÍ·Û·Ó fiÏÔÈ ÙÔ £Âfi.  ª· Ô ¢ÂÛfiÙË˜ ‚Ú¤ıËÎÂ ÛÂ ‰‡ÛÎÔÏË ı¤ÛË
ÌÂÙ¿, ˆ˜ Ó· ÌÔÚ¤ÛÂÈ Ó· ÌÔÈÚ¿ÛÂÈ ¿ÏÈ Ù· ¯Ú˘Û·ÊÈÎ¿ ÛÙÔ˘˜
Î·ÙÔ›ÎÔ˘˜ ÙË˜ fiÏË˜ ÙÔ˘.  ¡· ÙÔ˘˜ Î·Ï¤ÛÂÈ, ÊÔ‚‹ıËÎÂ fiÙÈ ı· ÙÔ˘˜
È¿ÛÂÈ Ë ÏÂÔÓÂÍ›· Î·È Î·ı¤Ó·˜ ı· ÎÔÈÙ¿ÍÂÈ Ó· ¿ÚÂÈ Ù· Î·Ï‡ÙÂÚ·
ÎÔÛÌ‹Ì·Ù·. ¶ÚÔÂ˘¯‹ıËÎÂ Î·È Ô £Âfi˜ ÙÔÓ ÊÒÙÈÛÂ ÙÈ Ó· Î¿ÓÂÈ.

∫¿ÏÂÛÂ ÙÔ˘˜ ˘ËÚ¤ÙÂ˜ Î·È ‰È·ÎfiÓÔ˘˜ ·fi Ù· Úˆ¯ÔÎÔÌÂ›· Î·È
ÙÔ˘˜ Â›Â Ó· ˙˘ÌÒÛÔ˘Ó ÌÈÎÚ¿ „ˆÌ¿ÎÈ· Î·È ÛÂ Î¿ıÂ „ˆÌ¿ÎÈ Ó·
‚¿ÏÔ˘Ó ÎÈ ·fi ÌÂÚÈÎ· ¯Ú˘Û·ÊÈÎ¿. ªÂÙ¿ Ù· ÌÔ›Ú·ÛÂ Û·Ó ‰ÒÚÔ
ÛÙÔ˘˜ ÈÛÙÔ‡˜ ÙÔ˘ ÎÈ ·˘ÙÔ› Ù· ‹Ú·Ó ·Ú·ÍÂÓÂÌ¤ÓÔÈ. “∆È ‰ÒÚÔ
Â›Ó·È ·˘Ùfi ·fi ÙÔ ‰ÂÛfiÙË Ì·˜;” ÚˆÙÔ‡Û·Ó Ô ¤Ó·˜ ÙÔÓ ¿ÏÏÔÓ.  ª·
fiÙ·Ó Î¿ıÂ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ· ¤ÎÔ‚Â  ÙÔ „ˆÌ¿ÎÈ, ¤‚ÚÈÛÎÂ Ù· ̄ Ú˘Û·ÊÈÎ¿ ÙË˜.

∞fi ÙfiÙÂ ÊÙÈ¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÙË ‚·ÛÈÏfiÈÙ· ÌÂ ÙÔ ÊÏÔ˘Ú›, ÙËÓ ÚÒÙË
Ì¤Ú· ÙÔ˘ ¯ÚfiÓÔ˘. ŒÙÛÈ Ï¤ÂÈ ·˘Ù‹ Ë ·Ú¿‰ÔÛË.

∆ÔÓ ª¤Á· µ·Û›ÏÂÈÔ Û˘ÓËı›Û·ÌÂ Ó· ÙÔÓ ‚Ï¤Ô˘ÌÂ Û·Ó
Â˘¯¿ÚÈÛÙË ÊÈÁÔ‡Ú· ÙË˜ ÚˆÙÔ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿˜, Û·Ó ÚÔ‰ÔÌ¿ÁÔ˘ÏÔ
·ÛÚÔÁ¤ÓË ÎÈ ·ÛÚÔÌ¿ÏÏË ·Ô‡ ÌÂ Ù· ‰ÒÚ·. °È· Ù· ·È‰ÈÎ¿
Ì·˜ ¯ÚfiÓÈ·, Ù·ÈÚÈ¿˙ÂÈ, ·ÏÏ¿ ·ÚÁfiÙÂÚ·, ·˜ ÙÔÓ ÁÓˆÚ›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ fiˆ˜
Â›Ó·È: ø¯Úfi, ·ÛÎËÙÈÎfi, ÌÂ ÛÔÊ›· Î·È ‰‡Ó·ÌË. ∫·È Ë ·Á¿Ë ÙÔ˘
Â›ÛË˜ ÂÎ‰ËÏÒÓÂÙ·È ÌÂ ‰‡Ó·ÌË Î·È ·ÁÈfiÙËÙ·.  ∆· ¤ÚÁ· ÙÔ˘ ÙfiÙÂ, Î·È
Ë ÁÓÒÛË ÙÔ˘ ˆ˜ ÙÒÚ·, Ì·˜ ¯·Ú›˙Ô˘Ó ÙËÓ ·ÏËıÈÓ‹ ÙÔ˘ fi„Ë.
µÏ·ÛÙ¿ÓÔ˘Ó  ÏfiÁÔ ¯ÏˆÚfi ˆ˜ Û‹ÌÂÚ·, fiˆ˜ Ï¤ÓÂ ·ÏÔ˚Î¿ Î·È
Î¿ÔÈ· Î¿Ï·ÓÙ·:

“√ ¿Ë-µ·Û›ÏË˜ ¤Ú¯ÂÙ·È ·fi ÙËÓ ∫·ÈÛ·ÚÂ›·,
µ·ÛÙ¿ÂÈ ¤ÓÓ· Î·È ¯·ÚÙ›, ¯·ÚÙ› Î·È Î·Ï·Ì¿ÚÈ
∫·È ÙÔ Ú·‚‰› ÙÔ˘ ·ÎÔ‡ÌËÛÂ Ó· ÂÈ Ù’ ·ÏÊ·‚ËÙ¿ÚÈ
∫·È ÙÔ Ú·‚‰› ÙÔ˘ ‹ÙÔ ÍÂÚfi, ¯ÏˆÚÔ‡˜ ‚Ï·ÛÙÔ‡˜ Â¤Ù·..
∫È Â¿Óˆ ÛÙÔ˘˜ ¯ÏˆÚÔ‡˜ ‚Ï·ÛÙÔ‡˜ ÂÚ‰›ÎÈ· ÂÎÎ·Î·ÚÈÒÓÙ·....”

ªÈ· Â˘¯‹ (ÁÈ· ÂÊ¤ÙÔ˜ Î·È ÁÈ· Î¿ıÂ ¯ÚfiÓÔ) ∏ ‚·ÛÈÏfiÔÈÙ· Ó·
Ì·˜ ÂÓÒÓÂÈ ¿ÓÙ· Á‡Úˆ ·fi ÙÔ ÚˆÙÔ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ ÙÚ·¤˙È.....Î·È ÙÔ
ÓfiËÌ· ÎÈ ÔÈ Û˘Ì‚ÔÏÈÛÌÔ› Ô˘ ÙË Û˘ÓÔ‰Â‡Ô˘Ó ·ÈÒÓÂ˜ ÙÒÚ· Ó·
ÊˆÙ›˙Ô˘Ó ÙÔ ÓÔ˘ Î·È ÙÈ˜ Ú¿ÍÂÈ˜ fiÏˆÓ ÙˆÓ ·ÓıÚÒˆÓ,...Î·È Ó’
·ÓÔ›ÁÔ˘Ó ÙÔ ‰ÚfiÌÔ Ì·˜ ÚÔ˜ ÙÔ Ì¤ÏÏÔÓ  ÌÂ ˘ÁÂ›·, ÚfiÔ‰Ô Î·È
·ÓıÚˆÈ¿.
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In the middle of the table during New Year’s, a Vasilopita bread
is placed in honor and tribute and eternal memory of St. Basil the
Great.  Every year a gold coin is placed in the Vasilopita for good
luck to whoever receives it.   The history of the vasilopita has two
versions.  The first version is explained like this:

In the time of the Roman Emperor Julianos, somewhere in the
East, when traveling towards Persia, he passed through the city of
Caesarea.  On hearing of his arrival, Bishop Basil (a long time friend
and student buddies in Athens) came out to greet him, along with the
people of the city.

The Emperor demanded that royal gifts be
brought to him, because that was the tradition
when royalty came to visit.  Bishop Basil was poor
he had nothing expensive to offer to the Emperor,
so he offered him three loaves of bread.  As a
thank you, the Emperor instructed his servants to
repay the bishop with plain hay from the fields.
The Bishop did not leave without an answer to the
injustice and embarrassment that he received from
the Emperor.

“Your Majesty, we the people offered to you
what we had and what we traditionally eat, and
you returned the favor with an insult.”

The Emperor became angry and said: “Now
accept my gift and when I return victorious from
battle, I will burn down your city and I will imprison your people
because even the gods that I worship, you and your people are
against.”

St. Basil returned to the city and invited his people to give him
information concerning the Emperor’s decision and said: “Don’t
worry, let’s all gather up our coins together in one place, and when
we hear that the Emperor is coming, we will throw them in the street
as he is coming and from this act of love he will be satisfied and he
will forget the threats that he made to us. Everyone did as the Bishop
advised them to do.  He then separated the gold, the silver, the stones
and gems and placed them in a safe place.  The Bishop then to be fair
wrote down all the names of the people who gave.  When the King
came back with his army of soldiers, the Bishop told everyone to fast
for 3 days and they were all told to travel to the Twin Hills of
Caesarea where the church of the Mother of God was located.  The
Bishop then told them to pray to the Virgin Mary so she could change
the murderous mind of the King.

At that time, the Bishop saw a vision of soldiers surrounding the
area.  He saw the Virgin Mary sitting on a large throne with angels
guarding her.  He heard her say: “Call upon Merkourios”.  In an in-
stant, Merkourios the Great Martyr showed up with his armor and
weapons and She gave the command to defeat the King.  Then She
called upon St. Basil and gave him a book describing the creation of
the world.  St. Basil then wrote the translation of the six days that
God took to create the world. When it came for him to write about
mankind, the vision disappeared into the heavens.  His brother, St.
Gregory of Nyssa added to the theme.

After that scene, St. Basil then left and came down to the city and
visited the church of St. Merkourios.  He realized that the Holy relic
of the Saint was gone and it was placed on the hilltop to calm the
worries of the people.   “Let us all glorify God my brethren, King
Julianos is dead.  Come and receive back the gold pieces that you
gave to save the city”, said the Bishop.   The people said in response,
“we were giving this money to the king and we can’t deny the heav-
ens who protected us from death.”  St. Basil complemented them on
their faith and he gave them back one-third of their gift.  The remain-
ing amount was used to build hospitals, nursing homes, orphanages
and hostels.  This event then became a tradition as well as historical
for the people of Caesarea.

Now there is another version of the story that is expressed differ-
ently from the previous version.

Once upon a time in the land of Caesarea, there was once a ruler

THE HISTORY OF THE VASILOPITA
who sent his servants to the Bishop of Caesarea asking for the trea-
sure of the city and if the Bishop refused he would send his army to
capture and imprison all of the people of the city.  The Christians,
who truly loved their Bishop, after hearing what the ruler demanded,
went to their homes and collected all the gold, and silver that they
had to offer as their gift to the Bishop so he can repay the ruler. Dur-
ing the night, the Bishop began to pray to God for the protection of
the city.  In the morning the armies of the ruler surrounded the city.
The ruler asked to see the Bishop; the people told him that he was
waiting for him in the front entrance of the church.  The ruler came

to the Bishop and told him to give up all of the treasures
of the city.

The Bishop just starred at him and said, “The only
treasure that this city has is its poor, hungry and the suf-
fering.”

“Let’s leave that aside”, said the ruler, “tell me
where you hid the gold.”

“The gold is for the poor”, the Bishop said, “there
is no surplus.”

The ruler got angry and said, “If you don’t give
me all the gold, I will take yours.”

The Bishop smiled and said, “You can look all
you want but the only thing you will find is the clothes
and vestments that I am wearing.

The ruler said to him, “I will exile you and send
you in chains to another country”

The Bishop then said, “My country is in heaven”.
Then the ruler said, “I will kill you.”
“Even better”, said the Bishop. “That will give me the opportu-

nity to reach heaven above sooner.”
The ruler became angry, he was frustrated and he wanted to do

harm to the bishop.  So, he commanded the soldiers to attack him.
The Bishop answered, “Your greediness will finish you.  Don’t hurt
the people of the city, because they caused you no harm.  If you de-
sire your gold, it’s here waiting for you.”   At that moment, he showed
him a large bag, but before the ruler had a chance to get a closer look,
a man on a horse was descending from the heavens above and was
battling the soldiers of the ruler.  This man was as bright as the sun.

In that instant, the ruler’s army turned to dust.  They vanished.
The man on the horse was St. Merkourios who rode down with an-
gels and defeated the army.  When this miracle happened, the resi-
dents of the city were glorifying God.  Now that the city was saved,
the Bishop was now put into a difficult position because he was think-
ing of what to do with the gold that the people offered.  He had a di-
lemma.  He thought about inviting everyone together to give them
back their gold, but he was afraid that his people would be greedy and
start another chaos.  So, the Bishop took council in prayer and asked
the Lord to give him some insight on this dilemma.

The next day the Bishop invited all the servants from the house of
the poor and asked them to bake small loaves of sweet bread and to
place or insert some gold coins in them.  Afterwards, the bishop then
distributed the sweet bread to each resident of his city.  Some of them
questioned “the gift” of bread given to them by their beloved Bishop.

What kind of a gift was this?  They didn’t know what to make of
it.  But later as they gathered in their homes, each family cut the small
sweet bread and what should they find, but the pieces of gold hidden
inside.   This was a blessing because everyone was satisfied with the
gold pieces they received.

From then on, this became an annual tradition and it has been
passed down from generation to generation. And on New Year’s Day
as we celebrate with our families the cutting of the sweet loaf of bread
or as it has become known as the “Vasilopita” named so in honor of
St. Basil the Great, we too look forward to finding the lucky “coin”
in the hopes that we too will be blessed in the coming year and years
to come.

Happy New Year and May God and

Agios Vasili Bless all of us!
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Afi ÙÔÓ °ÂÒÚÁÈÔ ∫·Ú·¯¿ÏË

   ªfiÏÈ˜ ÚÈÓ Ï›Á· ¯ÚfiÓÈ· ‹Ïı· ÛÙË ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ· ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘
¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘.  ¶·Ú·Ù‹ÚËÛ· ÙfiÙÂ, ÔÏÏ¿ Ú¿ÁÌ·Ù· Ô˘ ÌÂ ÙÚ¿‚ËÍ·Ó
Ûã ·˘Ù‹Ó ÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·.
ñ ∆Ô ‰˘Ó·Ùfi ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·ÛÌ·
ñ √È ÔÏÏÔ› Ó¤ÔÈ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ
ñ ∆· ·È‰È¿ ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·....
....Î·È ÙfiÙÂ ¤Î·Ó· ÙË Û‡ÁÎÚÈÛË,  fiÙÈ Ô ÎfiÛÌÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘
ÌÔ˘ ı‡ÌÈ˙Â ÙfiÛÔ ÔÏ‡ ÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ µ·ÛÈÏÂ›Ô˘ ÛÙÔ
Peabody, Massachusetts, ÂÎÂ› fiÔ˘ ÌÂÁ¿ÏˆÛ·. ∞ÈÛı¿ÓıËÎ· ·Ì¤Ûˆ˜
Û·Ó Ó·  ‹ÌÔ˘Ó ÛÙÔÓ ÙfiÔ ÌÔ˘.
    ∂ÓÒ Ô ÕÁÈÔ˜ µ·Û›ÏÂÈÔ˜ È‰Ú‡ıËÎÂ ÙÔ 1890 ÌÂ 1910, Ô ÕÁÈÔ˜
¡ÈÎfiÏ·Ô˜ È‰Ú‡ıËÎÂ Î·È ÊÈÏÔÍ¤ÓËÛÂ Ó¤Ô˘˜ ¤ÏÏËÓÂ˜....ÌÂÙ·Ó¿ÛÙÂ˜.
Á‡Úˆ  ÛÙÔ 1950.  ∂ÎÂ›ÓÔ  fiÌˆ˜ Ô˘ ·Í›˙ÂÈ Ó· ÛËÌÂÈˆıÂ› Â›Ó·È, ÔÈ
¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ, Ë ·Ú¿‰ÔÛË Î·È ÂÎÂ›ÓÔÈ Ô˘ ·Û¯›˙Ô˘Ó ÁÈ· ÙËÓ
ÂÈÙ˘¯›·, ‹Ù·Ó Î·È Â›Ó·È fiÏÔÈ ÔÈ ›‰ÈÔÈ ÌÂÙ·Í‡ ÙˆÓ ∫ÔÈÓÔÙ‹ÙˆÓ.
∆Ô‡ÙÔ ÌÂ ¤Î·ÓÂ Ó· ÛÎÂÊıÒ “ÔÈ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ ÛÂ ÙÔ‡ÙË ÙË ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·
¤¯Ô˘Ó ‚·ıÂÈ¿ ÚÈ˙ˆÌ¤ÓË ÙËÓ ·Ú¿‰ÔÛË.”
    µÂ‚·›ˆ˜, Ô ÕÁÈÔ˜ ¡ÈÎfiÏ·Ô˜ ¤¯ÂÈ ÂÚ¿ÛÂÈ Î·Ù¿ Î·ÈÚÔ‡˜ ·fi
ÔÏÏ¤˜ ‰ÔÎÈÌ·Û›Â˜. Ÿˆ˜ ¿ÏÏˆÛÙÂ Î·È ¿ÏÏÂ˜ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›Â˜ Ô˘ ‹Ïı·Ó
Û’ ·˘Ù‹ ÙË ¯ÒÚ·.  √È ÁÂÚÔÓÙfiÙÂÚÔÈ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘, ÔÈ
ıÂÌÂÏÈˆÙ¤˜, ·ÓÙÈÌÂÙÒÈÛ·Ó ÔÏÏ¿ ÂÌfi‰È· ÁÈ· Ó· ÎÙ›ÛÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ
ÚÒÙË ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·, fiˆ˜ Î·È Ë ÂÔÌ¤ÓË ÁÂÓÈ¿ ÁÈ· Ó· ÌÂÁ·ÏÒÛÂÈ ÙËÓ
ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·.  ∂ÎÂ›ÓË Ë ÂÔÌ¤ÓË ÁÂÓÈ¿, ·ÎfiÌË ˙ÂÈ Î·È ˘¿Ú¯ÂÈ ÙÒÚ·,
Î·È ÚÔÛ·ıÂ› Ó· Û˘ÁÎÂÓÙÚÒÛÂÈ ¯Ú‹Ì·Ù· ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ÂÍ¿ÏˆÛË ÙË˜
∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·˜, ÌÂ ÙÔ ¤ÚÁÔ ÙË˜ ¶Ï·ÙÂ›·˜.

¶Ú¿ÁÌ·ÙÈ, ‹Ù·Ó Ë ¶Ï·ÙÂ›· Ô˘ ÌÂ ÙÚ¿‚ËÍÂ ÈÔ ÎÔÓÙ¿ Û’ ·˘Ù‹
ÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·. ŒÚÂÂ Ó· Á›ÓÔ˘Ó ÙfiÛ·  ÔÏÏ¿ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ‰È·ÈÒÓÈÛË
ÙË˜ ÂÏÏËÓÈÎ‹˜ ·Ú¿‰ÔÛË˜, ÙËÓ Ì·Ù·Ï·Ì¿‰Â˘ÛË ÛÙ· ÂÁÁfiÓÈ· Ì·˜,
ÂÓÒ Û˘ÓÙÔ¯ÚfiÓˆ˜ ı· ̆ ÔÛÙËÚ›˙·ÌÂ Ù· ıÚËÛÎÂ˘ÙÈÎ¿ Ì·˜ ÌËÓ‡Ì·Ù·
Ô˘ Â›Ó·È Ô ˘Ú‹Ó·˜ ÙË˜ ›ÛÙË˜ Ì·˜. ∆Ô Â›‰· Û·Ó Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· Ó· Î¿Óˆ
Î¿ÙÈ ÁÈ· Ó· ·Ê‹Ûˆ ›Ûˆ ¤Ó· ıÂÙÈÎfi ÎÏËÚÔ‰fiÙËÌ·.
    ∏ ¶Ï·ÙÂ›· ‰ÔÎÈÌ¿˙ÂÈ ÙËÓ ÛËÌÂÚÈÓ‹ ÁÂÓÈ¿ ÙˆÓ ÚˆÙÔfiÚˆÓ
·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·˜.  ¶·Ú’ fiÏ· ·˘Ù¿, Î·È ¿Û¯ÂÙ· ·Ó ÔÏÏÔ›
›ÛÙÂ˘·Ó fiÙÈ ÔÙ¤ ‰ÂÓ ı· ÁÈÓfiÙ·Ó, ÙÔ ‰¿ÓÂÈÔ ÂÍÔÊÏ‹ıËÎÂ, Î·È Ô
ÎfiÛÌÔ˜ Û˘ÁÎÂÓÙÚÒıËÎÂ Ó· ÂÔÚÙ¿ÛÂÈ ÙÔ ÁÂÓÔÓfi˜ ·˘Ùfi ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÚÒÙË
ÂÎ‰‹ÏˆÛË ÛÙËÓ ¶Ï·ÙÂ›·, ÌÂÙ¿ ·fi ÔÏÏ¿ ̄ ÚfiÓÈ·, ÙËÓ ∆·‚¤ÚÓ· ÙË˜
¶Ï·ÙÂ›·˜.
    ∆ÒÚ·, Î·ÈÓÔ‡ÚÁÈ· Â¤ÎÙ·ÛË Î·È Ó¤Ô˜ ÂÓıÔ˘ÛÈ·ÛÌfi˜ Î·Ù¤¯ÂÈ ÙÔ
ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·ÛÌ· Û’·˘Ù¿ Ù· ÚÒÙ· ·‚¤‚·È· ‚‹Ì·Ù·, ÌÈ·˜
ÂÈÙ˘¯ËÌ¤ÓË˜ ·Ó·Ó¤ˆÛË˜. ŸÌˆ˜ Ë Û˘ÓÂ¯‹˜ ÚÔÛ¿ıÂÈ·,
¶∂ƒπ™™√∆∂ƒ∏ ¶ƒ√™¶∞£∂π∞, ¯ÚÂÈ¿˙ÂÙ·È ¿ÓÙÔÙÂ ÁÈ· Ó·
‰È·ÙËÚËıÂ› Ë ÎÂÎÙËÌ¤ÓË Ù·¯‡ÙËÙ·.

™˘Ó‹ıˆ˜ “ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚ·” ÛËÌ·›ÓÂÈ ‰ˆÚÂ¿ ̄ ÚËÌ¿ÙˆÓ. ŸÌˆ˜, ÂÁÒ
‰ÂÓ ‹Ïı· Â‰Ò Ó· Û·˜ ̇ ËÙ‹Ûˆ Ó· ‰ÒÛÂÙÂ ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚ· ̄ Ú‹Ì·Ù· ÛÙËÓ
∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·.  £∞ ™∞™ ∑∏∆∏™ø Ó· ‰ÒÛÂÙÂ ÙË ‰ˆÚÂ¿ ÙË˜ ÒÚ·˜ Û·˜,
ÙÔ˘ ¯ÚfiÓÔ˘ Û·˜, ÙÔ˘ Â·˘ÙÔ‡ Û·˜.

ñ Ã·ÚÂ›ÛÙÂ ÙË  ÂÁÎ¿Ú‰È· ÊÈÏ›· Û·˜ ÛÂ fiÏÔ˘˜ ÂÎÂ›ÓÔ˘˜ Ô˘ ¤¯ÂÙÂ
ÙËÓ ›‰È· ÎÏËÚÔÓÔÌÈ¿

ñ Ã·ÚÂ›ÛÙÂ ÛÙÔÓ Â·˘Ùfi Û·˜ Î·È ÛÙ· ÂÁÁfiÓÈ· Û·˜ ÙÔ ‰ÒÚÔ ÙË˜
ÁÏÒÛÛ·˜ Ô˘ ˘ÂÚ¤¯ÂÈ Î·Ù¿ ÔÏ‡ ÙˆÓ ·Ú·‰fiÛÂˆÓ ÙˆÓ ¿ÏÏˆÓ
¯ˆÚÒÓ Ô˘ ˘¿Ú¯Ô˘Ó ÛÙËÓ ÛÙËÓ ∞ÌÂÚÈÎ‹.

ñ ¢ÒÛÙÂ ÛÙÔÓ Â·˘Ùfi Û·˜ ÙËÓ Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· Î·È ‚ÔËıÂ›ÛÙÂ Ù·  ·È‰È¿
Û·˜  Î·È Ù· ÂÁÁfiÓÈ· Û·˜ Ó·  Î·Ù·Ï¿‚Ô˘Ó ÙÈ ‹Ù·Ó Î·È Â›Ó·È ÙÔ ÙfiÛÔ
ÂÍ·›ÚÂÙÔ Î·È ‰È·ÊÔÚÂÙÈÎfi ÛÙÔÓ ÂÏÏËÓÈÎfi  ÔÏÈÙÈÛÌfi,  ÙÈ ÚÔÛ¤ÚÂÊÂ
ÛÙÔ ·ÁÎfiÛÌÈÔ ÔÏÈÙÈÛÌfi, Î·È ÔÈ ¯ÔÚËÁ‹ÛÂÈ˜ Ô˘ ¤ÁÈÓ·Ó ·fi ÙÈ˜
ÂÏÏËÓÈÎ¤˜ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›Â˜ ÁÈ· Ó· ÂÈÙÂ˘¯ıÂ› Ë Î·Ùˆ¯‡ÚˆÛË ÙˆÓ
·Ú·‰fiÛÂˆÓ  Î·È ÙˆÓ ÈÛÙÂ‡ˆ Ì·˜.

ñ Ã·ÚÂ›ÛÙÂ ÛÙÔÓ Â·˘Ùfi Û·˜ ÙËÓ Ê˘ÛÈÎ‹ ÙÔ˘ ı¤ÛË, Ô˘ Â›Ó·È

∂£∂§√¡∆π∫∏  ¶ƒ√™º√ƒ∞
Ï·ÌÂÚ‹, Î·ı·Ú‹, ¿ÓÂÙË, Î·È ÁÂÌ¿ÙË ÌÂ fiÏ· ÂÎÂ›Ó· Ù· ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎ¿
ÌËÓ‡Ì·Ù· ÁÈ·  Ó· ˙‹ÛÂÙÂ  ÌÈ· Î·Ï‹ ˙ˆ‹.

∫ÏÂ›ÓÔÓÙ·˜, È‰Ô‡ ÙÈ ·Ú·Ù‹ÚËÛ·: Ÿˆ˜ ·ÓÙÈÏ·Ì‚¿ÓÔÌ·È, ÛÙËÓ
∂ÏÏ¿‰· Ë ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· Â›Ó·È Ô ˘Ú‹Ó·˜ ÙË˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·˜. ∂‰Ò,
·ÁˆÓ›˙ÂÙ·È Ó· ·Ó·ÁÓˆÚÈÛÙÂ› Û·Ó ¤Ó·˜ ·fi ÙÔ˘˜ ÔÏÏÔ‡˜
·Ú¿ÁÔÓÙÂ˜ ÙË˜ ÔÏ˘¿Û¯ÔÏË˜ Î·ıËÌÂÚÈÓ‹˜ Ì·˜ ˙ˆ‹˜ .

À¿Ú¯ÂÈ fiÌˆ˜ Î¿ÙÈ ·Ú·¿Óˆ ·fi ÙËÓ Ê˘ÛÈÎ‹ ÙË˜ ı¤ÛË.
Œ¯Ô˘ÌÂ Û‹ÌÂÚ· ÙËÓ Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· Ó· Ê¤ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÔ ÎfiÛÌÔ,
ÂÈ‰ÈÎ¿ ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÔ˘˜ Ó¤Ô˘˜ ·ÓıÚÒÔ˘˜ ›Ûˆ ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· Î·È
Û’·˘Ù‹ ÙËÓ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·,  Ô˘ ÚÔ˜ ÙÔ ·ÚfiÓ ÙÔ˘˜ ¯·ÈÚÂÙÔ‡ÌÂ Î·È
ÙÔ˘˜ Î·ÏÔ‡ÌÂ Ó· Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯Ô˘Ó.

¢ÂÓ ÓÙÚÂfiÌ·ÛÙÂ  ÁÈ· ÙË  ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿ Î·È ÙÔ ∫ÔÈÓÔÙÈÎfi ∫¤ÓÙÚÔ
·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜. ŸÌˆ˜ ÌÂÚÈÎ¤˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ ‰ÂÈÏÈ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ Ó·
¯·ÈÚÂÙ›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Î¿ÔÈÔ Í¤ÓÔ ÚfiÛˆÔ  ÌÂ ÂÓıÔ˘ÛÈ·ÛÌfi Î·È ̇ ÂÛÙ·ÛÈ¿.
¡·È, ˘¿Ú¯Ô˘Ó ÂÎÂ›ÓÔÈ Ô˘ Â›Ó·È Ì¤ÏË ÙÔ˘ ¢ÈÔÈÎËÙÈÎÔ‡
™˘Ì‚Ô˘Ï›Ô˘ Î·È ‚Â‚·›ˆ˜ Î·È ¿ÏÏÔÈ Ô˘ ·ÓÙÈÚÔÛˆÂ‡Ô˘Ó ÙËÓ
∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· Ì·˜, ·ÏÏ¿:

ñ ªÂÚÈÎ¤˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ ¤¯ˆ ·Ú·ÙËÚ‹ÛÂÈ fiÙÈ ‰ÂÓ ˙ËÙ¿ÌÂ ·fi ÙÔÓ
ÂÈÛÎ¤ÙË Ó· ¤ÏıÂÈ ÁÈ· Î·Ê¤, Ó· ÌÂ›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ Ì·˙› ÙÔ˘ Î·È Ó· ÙÔÓ
Û˘ÛÙ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÛÙÔ˘˜ ‰ÈÎÔ‡˜ Ì·˜ ·ÓıÚÒÔ˘˜, ÙÔ˘˜ ·ÓıÚÒÔ˘˜ ÙË˜
ÎÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿˜ Ì·˜, Î·È Ó· ÙÔ˘ Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÂÚˆÙ‹ÛÂÈ˜ Û¯ÂÙÈÎ¿ ÌÂ ÙÈ ÙÔÓ
¤ÊÂÚÂ ÛÙËÓ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿ Ì·˜, ÛÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· Ì·˜.

ø˜ ÛÙ¤ÏÂ¯Ô˜ ÔÏÏÒÓ ÔÏ˘Û‡ÓıÂÙˆÓ ÔÚÁ·ÓÈÛÌÒÓ, ·Ó·Î¿Ï˘„·
fiÙÈ ¤Ó·˜ ÔÚÁ·ÓÈÛÌfi˜   ·Ó·Ù‡ÛÛÂÙ·È Î·È ÂÈÙ˘Á¯¿ÓÂÈ ÌfiÓÔÓ fiÙ·Ó Ô
˘Ú‹Ó·˜ ÙˆÓ ÈÛÙ¤˘ˆ ÙÔ˘ ÂÎÊÚ¿˙ÂÙ·È ·ÓÔÈÎÙ¿,  ̆ ÔÛÙËÚ›˙ÂÙ·È  Â›
Î·ıËÌÂÚÈÓ‹˜ ‚¿ÛË˜, Î·È ÂÚÈÁÚ¿ÊÂÙ·È ÌÂ Â˘ÎÔÏ›· ·fi Ù· Ì¤ÏË ÙÔ˘
ÔÚÁ·ÓÈÛÌÔ‡.

∫·È ÔÈ¿ Â›Ó·È ·˘Ù¿ Ù· ÈÛÙÂ‡ˆ?
ñ ™·Ó ŒÏÏËÓÂ˜ Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ ÙÔ˘ Î·ÏˆÛÔÚ›ÛÌ·ÙÔ˜. Œ¯ˆ

ÚÔÛˆÈÎ‹ ÂÌÂÈÚ›· ·fi ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ Î·ÏˆÛfiÚÈÛÌ·, ·Ó Î·È ÂÁÒ Ô ›‰ÈÔ˜
‰ÂÓ ÌÔÚÒ Ó· ÌÈÏ‹Ûˆ ÌÂ ¿ÓÂÛË ÙË ÁÏÒÛÛ·.

ñ ™·Ó ŒÏÏËÓÂ˜, ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÌÈ· ‚·ıÈ¿ Î·È  ·ÓÂÍ›ÙËÏË  ›ÛÙË ÛÙËÓ
∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· Ì·˜, Û·Ó Î¤ÓÙÚÔ ÙË˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿˜ Ì·˜, Î·È ÛÙÈ˜
˘ÔÛ¯¤ÛÂÈ˜ Ô˘ Ì·˜ ¤Î·ÓÂ Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜.  ∆Ô ‚Ï¤ˆ Î¿ıÂ ÊÔÚ¿ Ô˘
‚Ú›ÛÎÔÌ·È ÎÔÓÙ¿ Û·˜ Î·È ÎÔÓÙ¿ ÛÙ· Ì¤ÏË ÙÔ‡ÙË˜ ÙË˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜ ...
·Ó Î·È ÌÂÚÈÎ¤˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ ·Á·Ó·ÎÙÔ‡ÌÂ ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ¶·Ù¤Ú· ªÈ¯·‹Ï Ô˘ Ì·˜
ı¤ÏÂÈ Ó· Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ ÛÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· ·fi ÙÔÓ ŸÚıÚÔ.

ñ ™·Ó ŒÏÏËÓÂ˜ ‹Ïı·ÌÂ Û’ ·˘Ù‹ ÙË ¯ÒÚ· Î·È ÂÈÙ‡¯·ÌÂ ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹
Ì·˜.  ¶·Ú·ÙËÚÒ fiÙÈ Ë ÁÂÓÓ·ÈÔ‰ˆÚ›·  ÙˆÓ ÌÂÏÒÓ ÙË˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜,
Î·È ¿ÏÏˆÓ Ô˘ Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯Ô˘Ó ÛÙÔÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÌfi, ‚ÔËıÔ‡Ó ÛÙÈ˜
¯ÚËÌ·ÙÔ‰ÔÙ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ¤ÚÁˆÓ ÊÈÏ·ÓıÚˆ›·˜, Ô˘ ‚ÔËıÔ‡Ó Î·È
ÂÈ‚Â‚·ÈÒÓÔ˘Ó fiÙÈ ·˘Ù¤˜ ÔÈ ÁÂÌ¿ÙÂ˜  ÛËÌ·Û›·  ÂÎ‰ËÏÒÛÂÈ˜ “ÙÔ˘
ÔÈÔ› Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ” ı· ‰È·ÙËÚËıÔ‡Ó Î·È ı· ‰È·ÈˆÓÈÛÙÔ‡Ó.

∆ÒÚ· Â›Ó·È fiÌˆ˜ Ë Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· Ó· ı˘ÌËıÔ‡ÌÂ fiÙÈ fiÏ· ·˘Ù¿ Ù·
ıÂ¿ÚÂÛÙ· ¤ÚÁ· Á›ÓÔÓÙ·È ª√¡√¡ ‰ÈfiÙÈ ·ÚÎÂÙÔ› ·fi ÂÌ¿˜ ‹ıÂÏ·Ó
Ó· Á›ÓÔ˘Ó.  ¶Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ‰È·ı¤ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔ ¯ÚfiÓÔ Ì·˜, ÙÔ Ù·Ï¤ÓÙÔ Ì·˜,
Î·È, Ó·È, Ù· ¯Ú‹Ì·Ù¿ Ì·˜ ÛÙÔ ÎÔÈÓfi Ì·˜ ÛÙfi¯Ô, ÙËÓ ∂ÎÏËÛ›· Ì·˜
Î·È ÙËÓ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ¿ Ì·˜, ·ÏÏ¿ È‰È·›ÙÂÚ· ÛÙ· ·È‰È¿ Ì·˜ Î·È Ù·
ÂÁÁfiÓÈ· Ì·˜.

ª‹ˆ˜  Í¤¯·Û·, ÂÎÂ›ÓÔ˘˜ Ô˘ Î˘‚ÂÚÓÔ‡Ó ÛÙÔÓ ÕÁÈÔ ¡ÈÎfiÏ·,
‰ÈfiÙÈ ∂∫∂π¡√π  Â›Ó·È Ô˘ ÈÛÙÂ‡Ô˘Ó fiÙÈ ˘¿Ú¯ÂÈ Î¿ÙÈ, ÙÔ ÔÔ›Ô
·Í›˙ÂÈ Ó· ‰È·ÙËÚËıÂ› ÛÙÔ ÔÏÈÙÈÛÌfi Ì·˜, Î·È ÛÙ· ¤ÚÁ· Ô˘
Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ Ì¤Ú· ÌÂ ÙË Ì¤Ú· Î·È Ì‹Ó· ÌÂ ÙÔ Ì‹Ó·, Ù· ÔÔ›·
Û˘Ì‚¿ÏÏÔ˘Ó ÛÙËÓ ÂÈÙ˘¯›· ‰È¿‰ÔÛË˜ ÙË˜ ·Ú¿‰ÔÛ‹˜ Ì·˜ Î·È ÙË˜
∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜ Ì·˜.

ª·˜  ¯ÚÂÈ¿˙ÔÓÙ·È fiÏÔ˘˜ Ó· ÈÛÙÂ‡Ô˘ÌÂ Î·È Ó· ‚ÔËıÔ‡ÌÂ... Î·È
Ó· Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÂÓÂÚÁ¿ ÛÂ fiÏ· Ù· ÚÔÁÚ¿ÌÌ·Ù·.

ŒÙÛÈ ·Ó ‰ÂÓ ÌÔÚÂ›ÙÂ Ó· ‚ÔËı‹ÛÂÙÂ ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ¿, ÙfiÙÂ ‰ÒÛÙÂ ÙÔ
¯ÚfiÓÔ Û·˜ Î·È ÙÈ˜ ÂÈ‰ÂÍÈfiÙËÙ¤˜ Û·˜.

ªÂ ¿ÏÏ· ÏfiÁÈ·: ¢ÒÛÙÂ ÁÈ· Û·˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ›‰ÈÔ˘˜, ÁÈ· Ù· ·È‰È¿
Û·˜ Î·È Ù· ÂÁÁfiÓÈ· Û·˜.

CYC SUMMER CAMP 2009

New Dates!!!
Please mark your calendars.

CYC Summer Camp for 2009, will be held the week of July 26-31, 2009 at
Camp WO-ME-TO in Jarrettsville, Md.

Registration forms will be mailed after the first of the year.
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By George Karahalis

It was only a few years ago that I came to St. Nicholas.
There were, as I observed then, many attractive things about
the Church.
• A sturdy congregation
• Many young people
• Children in the Church....

....and, I related to you then that the people of St. Nicho-
las reminded me so much of St Vasilios Church in Peabody,
Massachusetts where I grew up.  I felt right at home. While St.
Vasilios was new in the 1890’s and 1910’s, St. Nicholas served
a younger group of Greek immigrants…perhaps from the
1950’s.  The remarkable thing is that the message, and the
people, and the culture, and the drivers for success were and
are all the same between the two communities.  It made me
think, “the culture here is strong  in these people.”

Certainly St. Nicholas has been through its times of trial.
So has every other Church that came to this country.  St.
Nicholas seniors, the founders, overcame great obstacles to
build the original church, as did the next generation to add to
the church.  That next generation is still here and, now, is help-
ing to attend to the creation of a revenue producing asset in
the form of the Plateia.

Indeed, it was the Plateia that drew me closer to this
Church.  It was the potential to do so much to preserve the
Greek culture, and to promote it to our grandchildren, while
strengthening the religious messages that are core to our be-
liefs.  I saw it as an opportunity to leave a positive legacy be-
hind. The Plateia tests the best of the current generation of
leaders in this Church.   Nevertheless, despite all those who
thought that it would never happen, the mortgage WAS paid
off, and the people came together to celebrate that event by
the first use of the Field in several years – the Taverna at the
Plateia.

Now new growth and new enthusiasm have come to the
Church by these first tentative steps toward renewed success.
But SUSTAINED effort, MORE EFFORT, is always needed to
keep momentum going. “More” usually means the contribu-
tion of money.  But, I’m not here to ask you to make contri-
butions to the Church.  I WILL ask you to make contributions
to yourselves.
• Give to yourself the gift of warm fellowship with
   those who share your heritage.
• Give to yourself and your grandchildren the gift of
   a language that predates by far most of those
   other cultures represented in the USA.
• Give to yourself the opportunity to help your children
   and grandchildren understand what was and is so great
   about Greek culture, its contributions to worldwide
   culture, and the contributions made by the Greek
   Church to our strengths, beliefs and will to succeed.
• Give to yourself a physical place that is clean and
   bright and comfortable, and filled with those
   important messages for living a good life.

In closing, here are my observations:  As I understand it,
in Greece the Church is the center of the community.  Here, it
struggles to be recognized as one of MANY factors in our
busy, busy daily lives.  But it is more than just a physical place.
There is today the opportunity to bring MORE people, espe-
cially more young people back to the Church and this commu-
nity, by how we greet them and invite their involvement. We

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY:
ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH, NOV. 9, 2008

have nothing to be ashamed of or shy about our community
and its community center…this Church.  Yet, we are some-
times shy to greet a strange face as OPENLY AND warmly as
we could.  Yes, there are those who are members of the Church
Board and certain others who are the “face” of our Church.
But:
• Sometimes I see us failing to ask a new face to come
   to coffee hour
• to stay with them and to introduce them to people
   in our community, and
• to ask interesting questions about them and their
   interests in coming to our Church and our community.
     As an executive of many complex organizations, I have
found that an organization thrives only because its core beliefs
are openly expressed, reinforced on a daily basis, and easily
described by the organization’s members.  And what are those
core beliefs:
• As Greeks, we are a welcoming people.  I have felt
   that welcome, despite not being able to speak the
   language myself.
• As Greeks, we have a deep and abiding belief in our
   Church as the center of our community, and in the
   promises that Christ made to us.  I see that every day
   that I am with you and the leadership of this Church
   even though we are sometimes frustrating to
   Father Michael who would like us to be here for Orthros.
• As Greeks, we came to this country and are successful
   in our lives.  I see that by the generosity of both
   Church members and others when they participate
   in the Church, when they help fund our charities and
   help to assure that these important expressions of who
   we are will be sustained into the future.
     But now is the time for us to remember that these desirable
things happen ONLY because enough of us want them to hap-
pen.    We must put our time, talent, and, yes, treasure, into
the commonwealth of our Church and community, but espe-
cially to our children and grandchildren.
    Lest I forget, those who lead St. Nicholas do so because
THEY believe that there is something worth
preserving in our culture, and in the actions that we take day
to day and month to month to make our culture and our
Church thrive.
    They need all of us to believe and to help…TO BE actively
be involved. So, if you can’t give treasure, then give talent and
time.  In other words:

Give to yourself and to your grandchildren.

KOINONIA DEADLINE
To all of our readers and organizations, please submit your
article/s to the Koinonia staff before the deadline so we can
include your news for your upcoming event. All articles or
posters are due by the 12th of the current month for the
upcoming month’s issue.

Issue month Deadline

February, 2009 January, 12th ,2008

March, 2009 February, 12th ,2009

You may drop your article to the church office or e-mail it
to: Emily Cossis at: emce3@aol.com. orMaria Salpeas at:
msalpeas@stnicholasmd.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS  -  ∫Oπ¡O∆π∫∞ ¡∂A
PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

We hope everyone had a joyous Christmas and we wish all of
you a happy, healthy New Year.  Thank you to everyone who
brought food or pastries to church for the St. Nicholas vespers as
well as the Divine Liturgy on St. Nicholas Day.  Thank you also
for your attendance and bringing the pastries and door prizes at
the Philoptochos Christmas Tea.  We hope everyone enjoyed
their afternoon watching the children perform and sharing in the
fellowship.  Thank you also for all the hard work the teachers put
into making these performances so enjoyable.

Sunday, January 4th will be Vasilopita Sunday.  We also will
be passing a special tray for St. Basil’s Academy.  Our next meet-
ing will be held on Wednesday, January 14th.  Please note this
change on your calendar.  We will have our annual “belated”
Christmas dinner. Also, please bring a gift if you wish to partici-
pate in the gift exchange. We hope to see everyone there.  It is so
much fun when we have a nice turnout and we are able to take a
few minutes to chat with each other.

Please mark your calendar for the following month’s meeting
that will be held on Wednesday, February 14th.  We will have an
ice cream social following the meeting.

   Have a great month!

¡∂∞ ∆∏™ ºπ§O¶∆øÃOÀ
∂Ï›˙Ô˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ ÂÚ¿Û·ÙÂ ¯·ÚÔ‡ÌÂÓ· ÙÈ˜ ÂÔÚÙ¤˜ ÙˆÓ

ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ!  ∂˘¯fiÌ·ÛÙÂ ‰Â ÛÂ fiÏÔ˘˜ Â˘Ù˘¯ÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ˜ Î·È ÌÂ
˘ÁÂ›· Ô ∫·ÈÓÔ‡ÚÁÈÔ˜ ÃÚfiÓÔ˜.  ∂˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ fiÏÂ˜ ÙÈ˜ Î˘Ú›Â˜
Ô˘ ÚÔÛ¤ÊÂÚ·Ó ÁÏ˘Î¿ Î·È Ê·ÁËÙ¿ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ªÂÁ¿ÏÔ ∂ÛÂÚÈÓfi
ÙË˜ ÂÔÚÙ‹˜ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘, fiˆ˜ Î·È ·Ó‹ÌÂÚ· ÙË˜ ÂÔÚÙ‹˜
ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘. ∂›ÛË˜ ·Â˘ı‡ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ¤Ó· ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ
Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÒ ÛÙÈ˜ Î˘Ú›Â˜ Ô˘ ¤ÊÂÚ·Ó ÁÏ˘Î¿ Î·È ‰ÒÚ· ÁÈ· ÙÔ
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘ÁÂÓÓÈ¿ÙÈÓÔ ∆Û¿˚ ÙÔ˘ √ÚÁ·ÓÈÛÌÔ‡ Ì·˜. Œ¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÙË
ÁÓÒÌË fiÙÈ fiÏÔÈ ‰È·ÛÎ¤‰·Û·Ó Î·È ¤Ú·Û·Ó ¤Ó· Â˘¯¿ÚÈÛÙÔ
·fiÁÂ˘Ì· ·Ú·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÒÓÙ·˜ ÙËÓ ·Ú¿ÛÙ·ÛË ÙˆÓ ·È‰ÈÒÓ Î·È
Û˘˙ËÙÒÓÙ·˜ ÌÂ Ê›ÏÂ˜ Î·È ÁÓˆÛÙ¤˜. ∂˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ ̆ Â‡ı˘ÓÂ˜
Ô˘ ÎÔ›·Û·Ó Ó· ‰È‰¿ÍÔ˘Ó ÛÙ· ·È‰È¿ ÙËÓ ·Ú¿ÛÙ·ÛË, Ô˘
‹Ù·Ó ÙfiÛÔ Â˘¯¿ÚÈÛÙË.

∆ËÓ ∫˘ÚÈ·Î‹ 4 π·ÓÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘ ı· Îfi„Ô˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ µ·ÛÈÏfiÈÙ· ÙË˜
∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·˜.  £· ÂÚ¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Â›ÛË˜ ÛÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· ÂÈ‰ÈÎfi
‰›ÛÎÔ ˘¤Ú ÂÓÈÛ¯‡ÛÂˆ˜ ÙË˜ ∞Î·‰ËÌ›·˜ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ µ·ÛÈÏÂ›Ô˘.

∏ ÂÔÌ¤ÓË Ì·˜ Û˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛË ı· Â›Ó·È ÙËÓ ∆ÂÙ¿ÚÙË, 14
π·ÓÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘. ¶·Ú·Î·ÏÂ›ÛÙÂ Ó· ÛËÌÂÈÒÛÂÙÂ ÙËÓ ·ÏÏ·Á‹ ÛÙÔ
ËÌÂÚÔÏfiÁÈfi Û·˜.  ∂ÎÂ›ÓÔ ÙÔ ‚Ú¿‰˘, Î¿ˆ˜ Î·ıËÛÙÂÚËÌ¤Ó·,  ı¿
¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÙÔ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘ÁÂÓÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ ¢Â›ÓÔ Ì·˜ Î·È ÙËÓ ·ÓÙ·ÏÏ·Á‹
‰ÒÚˆÓ, ·Ó ı¤ÏÂÙÂ Ó· Ï¿‚ÂÙÂ Ì¤ÚÔ˜ ·Ú·Î·ÏÂ›ÛÙÂ Ó· Ê¤ÚÂÙÂ ¤Ó·
‰ÒÚÔ. ∂˘ÂÏÈÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ Ó· Û·˜ ‰Ô‡ÌÂ fiÏÂ˜ ÛÙË Û˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛË.  ∂›Ó·È
ÙfiÛÔ ÂÓı·ÚÚ˘ÓÙÈÎfi Î·È Â˘¯¿ÚÈÛÙÔ fiÙ·Ó ˘¿Ú¯ÂÈ ÌÂÁ¿ÏË
Û˘ÌÌÂÙÔ¯‹, Î·È Ì·˜ ‰›ÓÂÙÂ Ë Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· Ó· Û˘˙ËÙ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ï›ÁÔ
ÌÂÙ·Í‡ Ì·˜.

¶·Ú·Î·ÏÂ›ÛÙÂ Ó· ÛËÌÂÈÒÛÂÙÂ ÙËÓ ·ÏÏ·Á‹ ÙË˜ ËÌÂÚÔÌËÓ›·˜
ÙË˜ Û˘ÓÂ‰ÚÈ¿ÛÂˆ˜ ·fi ÙÒÚ· ÛÙÔ ËÌÂÚÔÏfiÁÈfi Û·˜, ∆ÂÙ¿ÚÙË, 14
π·ÓÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘.  ªÂÙ¿ ÙËÓ Û˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛË ı· ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ·ÁˆÙfi.
¡· ¤¯ÂÙÂ Î·Ïfi Ì‹Ó·!

GREEKTOWN CDC
A message from John E. Gavrilis, CEO

The Greektown CDC is excited to bring in the 2009 New Year
with many new community events! We look forward to working
with the all the businesses, residents and Saint Nicholas Church to
ensure a safer and cleaner community.

The Greektown CDC has been fortunate to have been intro-
duced to a major philanthropist by our friends at Johns Hopkins
Bayview Medical Campus. Mrs. Aliki Perroti (nee
Koustantopoulos) has embraced our Greek community and Saint
Nicholas Church through her philanthropic generosity. Special
thanks to Ms. Helen Johns for organizing her outreach to
Greektown and Saint Nicholas community. We are all very proud

to be graced by such a distinguished Greek lady.
We would like to remind all residents to please dial 911 imme-

diately when witnessing any criminal activity and 311 for all non
police related matters. Please keep an eye on our elderly residents
during the cold winter months. We are still looking for more resi-
dents to get involved in monitoring the South East Precinct
CCTV cameras, please feel free to call Jason Filippou at 410-327-
3306 for more information.

Happy New Year!     Hronia Polla!
Believe in your community!

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE
Preparations are underway for the Greek Independence Day

Mid-Atlantic Parade.  Volunteers are needed for many aspects of
this event.  If anyone is interested in joining the parade commit-
tee, please contact Anna Halikias at 410-493-3399 or e-mail
annahalik@aol.com.

Please mark your calendars for the parade dance fundraiser,
which will be on Saturday, January 31, 2009 at 8 pm.  It will be a
fun-filled evening with a Greek band, food and dessert.  The ticket
is $35.  For reservations please contact Anna Halikias at 410-493-
3399.  Thank you in advance for supporting the Greek Indepen-
dence Day Mid-Atlantic Parade.

2009 GREEK FOLK FESTIVAL
Plans are being developed for the 2009 St. Nicholas Greek Folk

Festival to be held on Thursday, June 11th through Sunday, June
14, 2009.  Frank Mitsos will serve as General Chairperson of the
Festival this year.

Since the Festival is the Major fundraiser for our church and
the largest activity of the year, it is vital that everyone in the com-
munity take an active role in assuring its success.

Please plan to attend the first meeting of 2009 on Thursday,

2009.

2009.

443-742-8314.
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January 15th at 7 pm at the church and offer your services, ideas
and support.  Saint Nicholas is depending on you!

Happy New Year to All!

PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE
Happy New Year to everyone. The Parish Life Committee of

St. Nicholas Church is scheduled to meet on Thursday, January 8th

at 7pm.  Once again, we invite all church organizations and all
outside church organizations to send a representative who will
present their organization’s calendar of events for the upcoming
year.   This committee meets once a month in order to coordi-
nate and avoid possible overlaps of functions and events.

We hope to publish all of the various organizations’ upcom-
ing functions in the Calendar of Events on the Web page and in
the newsletter.  If you want your organization to be included,
please attend the meetings.

GREEK SCHOOL
Best wishes for the New Year 2009 to our Parish Fr. Michael,

our parents, teachers, parishioners, and all our friends!
The Children & Teachers of the

St. Nicholas Afternoon Greek School.

His Eminence

Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey

With Great Pleasure Invites You to

“A GREEK LETTERS DAY CELEBRATION”

With the Participation of All the Greek
Afternoon Schools of Maryland

Friday, January 30th, 2009, at 6:00 p.m.

At the Community Hall of St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church

520 S. Ponca Street, Baltimore, Maryland

Kindly Respond by January 18th, 2009
410-633-5020

Admission Free               Dinner Will be Served

GREEK ORTHODOX
METROPOLIS OF

NEW JERSEY

GREEK ORTHODOX
METROPOLIS OF

NEW JERSEY

O ™Â‚·ÛÌÈÒÙ·ÙÔ˜ ªËÙÚÔÔÏ›ÙË˜ ¡¤·˜ πÂÚÛ¤Ë˜
Î.Î.  ∂ À ∞ ° ° ∂ § O ™

ÌÂÙ· ¯·Ú¿˜
¶ƒO™∫∞§∂π ∞¶∞¡∆∞™

∂È˜ ÙÔÓ §·ÌÚfiÓ ∂ÔÚÙ·ÛÌfi
«∂§§∏¡π∫ø¡ °ƒ∞ªª∞∆ø¡»

∫·È ∂fiÚÙÈ·Ó ∂Î‰‹ÏˆÛÈÓ ÚÔ˜ ∆ÈÌ‹Ó ÙÔ˘ ∞ÁˆÓÈÛÙ‹
«∂§§∏¡∞ ¢∞™∫∞§OÀ»

ªÂ ™˘ÌÌÂÙÔ¯‹Ó ÙˆÓ ª·ıËÙÒÓ ÙˆÓ ∂ÏÏËÓÈÎÒÓ ™¯ÔÏÂ›ˆÓ
ÙË˜ ¶ÔÏÈÙÂ›·˜ ÙË˜ ª·ÈÚ˘Ï¿Ó‰Ë˜

¶Ô˘ ı· §¿‚ÂÈ ÃÒÚ· ÙËÓ

¶·Ú·ÛÎÂ˘‹, 30 π·ÓÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘, 2009 Î·È ÒÚ·Ó 6:00 Ì.Ì.

∂È˜ ÙÔ ∫ÔÈÓÔÙÈÎfi ∫¤ÓÙÚÔ ÙÔ˘ ∂ÏÏËÓÔÚıfi‰ÔÍÔ˘
πÂÚÔ‡ ¡·Ô‡ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘

520 S. Ponca Street, Baltimore, Maryland

°È· ∫Ú·Ù‹ÛÂÈ˜ £¤ÛÂˆÓ ∆ËÏ. 410-633-5020
(Œˆ˜ Î·È ÙËÓ 18Ë π·ÓÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘, 2009)

∂›ÛÔ‰Ô˜ ∂ÏÂ˘ı¤Ú·                              ªÂÙ· ¢Â›ÓÔ˘
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STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES FOR 2009

PLEDGED TOTALS: $61,350.00;  PAYMENTS: $23,170.00;  BALANCE:  $38,180.00
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™˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ· ·Ô ÙËÓ ÛÂÏ›‰· 2

ª‹Ó˘Ì· ·fi ÙÔÓ ¶·Ù¤Ú· ªÈ¯·‹Ï §. ¶·ÛÙÚÈÎfi

DONATIONS IN MEMORIAM
IN MEMORY OF MARY GAVRILIS
George & Rosa Cornias
Mr. Pericles Galanakis
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Patras
Ms. Diane Oliphant
IN MEMORY OF NICHOLAS ALATZAS &
NICHOLAS KAPLAGIS
Mrs. Esther Alatzas
IN MEMORY OF GEORGE AVGERINOS
Mr. & Mrs. George Tsampos
Mrs. Lia Karagiannopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Agapaloglou
Elie & Simone Lizmi
Flooring World Inc.
Ms. Virginia Avgerinos
Mrs. Popi T. Cornias
Demetrios & Anthie Stavrou
May & Effie Fafaleos
Ms. Maria Salpeas
George & Kiki Roros
Mrs. Panagiota Patrikakou
Mrs. Eleftheria Karamihalis
George & Nicoletta Roros
Mrs. Kiki Vavakas
Ms. Victoria A. Valentine
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Skordalos
Michael & Flora Moniodis
Ector & Susan Alexandratos

Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Rafailides
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Roros
Mrs. Evridiki Koutelis
George & Rosa Cornias
IN MEMORY OF GEORGE SOURANIS, NICK
CORNIAS & TONY CORNIAS
Mr. Stanley Souranis
IN MEORY OF MARY PAPADOPOULOS
Mr. Thomas Roberts
IN  MEMORY OF HELEN MAVRIS
Mrs. Eleftheria Karamihalis
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Skordalos
Mr. & Mrs. Alexandros Kalambihis
Mrs. Rose Tsakalos
Mr. & Mrs. George & Rosa Cornias
IN MEMORY OF ATHENA KROPP
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Avgerinos
IN MEMORY OF EVDOKIA SOLLON
Mr. & Mrs. John  Stamatopoulos
The Sollon Families
IN MEMORY OF APHRODITI SARANTINOS
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Patras
IN MEMORY OF SAVAS GEORGAS
Ms. Anthie Georgas
IN MEMORY OF DESPINA SAPOUNAKIS
Ms. Anthie Georgas

IN MEMORY OF MARIA ANGELOS
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Avgerinos
IN MEMORY OF ALEX PULIANOS, NICK MANGIONE,
ETHEL OLSEN, CHARLES TSAKALAS
John, Eve Lallas

A DONATION WAS GIVEN TO SAINT NICHOLAS
BUILDING FUND IN HONOR OF :

Fr. Michael L. Pastrikos, President of the Parish
Council Mr. Takis Papadopoulos and the entire

Board  by
JUDGE & MRS. JOHN C. THEMELIS

Countdown to the St. Nicholas
Greek Folk Festival

June,  11, 12, 13, & 14, 2009

6 Months

Happy New Year!
∫·Ï‹ ÃÚÔÓÈ¿!

Î·È ı· Á›Óˆ,  ·˘Ùfi˜ Ô˘ ‰È¿ÏÂÍ· Ó· Á›Óˆ.
∞˘Ùfi Â›Ó·È ÙÔ «ÎÚ›ÛÈÌÔ ÛËÌÂ›Ô» Ô˘ ı· Ú¤ÂÈ Ó·

·ÔÊ·Û›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÁÈ· ÙÔ 2009. «¡·È ÌÔÚÒ» Î·È ÔÙ¤ Ó·Ó ÌËÓ Ï¤ÌÂ
«¢ÂÓ ÌÔÚÒ».

∂›Ó·È ÎÈ fiÏ·˜ ¤Ó·˜ ¯ÚfiÓÔ˜ Î·È ¤ÓÙÂ Ì‹ÓÂ˜,  ÛÙË
Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎfiÙËÙ· Â›Ó·È Ë ‰Â‡ÙÂÚË ÚˆÙÔ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿ Ô˘ ÂÔÚÙ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ
Ì·˙› Û·Ó ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ·,  Î·È Ô ÎÈÓËÙ‹Ú·˜  ‰ÂÓ ¤¯ÂÈ ÛÙ·Ì·Ù‹ÛÂÈ
Î·ıfiÏÔ˘. ∫¿ıÂ Ì¤Ú· Û˘Ó·ÓÙ¿ÌÂ Ó¤Ô˘˜ ·ÓıÚÒÔ˘˜,
‰ÔÎÈÌ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ Ó¤Â˜ ÚÔÎÏ‹ÛÂÈ˜, Î·È ÚÔÛ·ıÔ‡ÌÂ Ó·
‰ËÌÈÔ˘ÚÁ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ó¤Ô˘˜ ÙÚfiÔ˘˜ ÁÈ· Ó· Ê¤ÚÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ÎfiÛÌÔ ÈÔ
ÎÔÓÙ¿ ÛÙËÓ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·. ∂Ê¤ÙÔ˜ ·ÓÙÈÌÂÙˆ›˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÌÈ·
‰È·ÊÔÚÂÙÈÎ‹ Î·Ù¿ÛÙ·ÛË, ÌÈ· ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹ ÚfiÎÏËÛË, Ô˘ ı· Ì·˜
ÍÂÎÔÏ‹ÛÂÈ ·fi ÙÔÓ Î·Ó·¤ Î·È ı· Ì·˜ Î¿ÓÂÈ Ó· ÂÚÁ·ÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ
Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ ÁÈ· ÙÔÓ ∫‡ÚÈÔ.  ∏ ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹ ·˘Ù‹ ÚfiÎÏËÛË Â›Ó·È
ÁÈ· fiÏ· Ù· Ì¤ÏË ÙË˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·˜.  ¶Ú¤ÂÈ fiÏÔÈ Ó· ·Ú¯›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ó·
‰›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÌÂÁ·Ï‡ÙÂÚË ÛËÌ·Û›· ÛÙËÓ ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹ Ì·˜ ˙ˆ‹
ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÔ ·fi Ô,ÙÈ‰‹ÔÙÂ ¿ÏÏÔ.  ∆È ÎÂÚ‰›˙ÂÈ Î¿ÔÈÔ˜ fiÙ·Ó
·˘Ùfi˜/·˘Ù‹ ÎÂÚ‰›˙ÂÈ ÙÔÓ ÎfiÛÌÔ, ·ÏÏ¿ ¯¿ÓÂÈ ÙËÓ „˘¯‹ ÙÔ˘/ÙË˜
(Ù›ÔÙÂ) .  ¶Ú¿ÁÌ·ÙÈ ‰ÂÓ ÎÂÚ‰›˙Ô˘ÌÂ Ù›ÔÙÂ,  ‰ÈfiÙÈ fiÙ·Ó
ÊÂ‡ÁÔ˘ÌÂ ·fi ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ÎfiÛÌÔ ‰ÂÓ ·›ÚÓÔ˘ÌÂ Ù›ÔÙÂ Ì·˙›  Ì·˜.
∞˘Ùfi Â›Ó·È ÙÔ ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ ‰›ÏÏËÌ· Ô˘ ·ÓÙÈÂÙˆ›˙ÂÈ Ë ∫ÔÈÓˆÓ›·
Ì·˜, ÙÔ ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎfi ı¤Ì·, Î·È ı· ÙÔ ·ÓÙÈÌÂÙˆ›˙ÂÈ Î·È ÛÙÔ
Ì¤ÏÏÔÓ.

∞˜ Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ ÂÈÏÈÎÚÈÓÂ›˜ Î·È ÚÂ·ÏÈÛÙ¤˜, fiÏÔÈ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ Úfi‚ÏËÌ·
fiÙ·Ó Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ÙÚÔÊÔ‰ÔÙ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹ Ì·˜
˘fiÛÙ·ÛË. ∆ÚÔÊÔ‰ÔÙÔ‡ÌÂ Î·È ÂÍ˘ËÚÂÙÔ‡ÌÂ ¿ÚÈÛÙ· ÙÈ˜
Ê˘ÛÈÎ¤˜ Ì·˜ ·Ó¿ÁÎÂ˜ ÌÂ ¿ÚÈÛÙ· ̆ ÏÈÎ¿.  ∞ÏÏ¿ ÙÔ ÎÚ›ÛÈÌÔ ÛËÌÂ›Ô
Â‰Ò Â›Ó·È Ó· ÁÓˆÚ›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ ·Ó¿ÁÎÂ˜ ÙË˜ „˘¯‹˜ Ì·˜, ‰ÈfiÙÈ
¯ˆÚ›˜ ÙËÓ „˘¯‹ Ì·˜, ÂÌÂ›˜, ‰ÂÓ ˘¿Ú¯Ô˘ÌÂ Û·Ó ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ.
™ÎÂÊıÂ›ÙÂ ÌfiÓÔ fiÙÈ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ Î·ÏÏ›ÙÂÚË ÙÂ¯ÓÔÏÔÁ›·, ÙÔ˘˜
Î·ÏÏ›ÙÂÚÔ˘˜ ÂÈÛÙ‹ÌÔÓÂ˜, ÙÔ˘˜ Î·ÏÏ›ÙÂÚÔ˘˜ ÁÈ·ÙÚÔ‡˜ Î·È
ÓÔÛÔÎÔÌÂ›·, Ì· ̄ ˆÚ›˜ ÙËÓ „˘¯‹ Ë ∫ÔÈÓˆÓ›· ı¿Ù·Ó ¤Ó·  Ù›ÔÙ·.
∆Ô‡ÙÔ ÛËÌ·›ÓÂÈ fiÙÈ Ô £Âfi˜ Ì·˜ ‰ËÌÈÔ‡ÚÁËÛÂ Ó· ˘¿Ú¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÁÈ·
∫∂π¡√¡,  Î·È fi¯È ·ÓÙÈı¤Ùˆ˜.

∞˜ ÚÔÛ¤ÍÔ˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ ·ÓıÚˆfiÙËÙ· Û‹ÌÂÚ·, ˙ÂÈ Û‡ÌÊˆÓ· ÌÂ
ÙÈ˜ ÂÓÙÔÏ¤˜ ÙÔ˘ ∫˘Ú›Ô˘; ¶ÚÈÓ ¤ÍË Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰Â˜ ¤Î·Ó· ÙÔ Î‹Ú˘ÁÌ·

ÙË˜ ™˘ÁÎ‡ÙÔ˘Û·˜ °˘Ó·›Î·˜.  À¤ÊÂÚÂ ÁÈ· ‰ÂÎ·ÔÎÙÒ ¯ÚfiÓÈ·,
·ÏÏ¿ ÔÙ¤ ‰ÂÓ ÂÁ·ÎÙ¤ÏÂÈ„Â ÙÔÓ ·ÁÒÓ·. ™˘Ó¤¯È˙Â Ó·
ÚÔÛÂ‡¯ÂÙ·È Î·È Ó· ‰ÔÍ¿˙ÂÈ ÙÔÓ ∫‡ÚÈÔ ÛÙË ™˘Ó·ÁˆÁ‹, fiÙ·Ó ÌÈ·
ËÌ¤Ú· ‹ÏıÂ Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ Î·È ¿ÏÏ·ÍÂ ÚÈ˙ÈÎ¿ ÙË ̇ ˆ‹ ÙË˜.  ∞˘Ùfi Â›Ó·È
Ô˘ Î¿ÓÂÈ Ô £Âfi˜ fiÙ·Ó ∆√À ÙÔ ÂÈÙÚ¤Ô˘ÌÂ Ó· Á›ÓÂÈ Ì¤ÙÔ¯Ô˜
ÙË˜ ˙ˆ‹˜ Ì·˜.  √ ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ Î·Ù¿Ï·‚Â ÙÈ ˘fiÊÂÚÂ Ë Á˘Ó·›Î· ÁÈ·
‰ÂÎ·ÔÎÙÒ ¯ÚfiÓÈ·, Î·È ı¤ÏËÛÂ Ó· ÙËÓ ··ÏÏ¿ÍÂÈ ·fi Ù· ‚¿Û·Ó¿
ÙË˜.

∂ÌÂ›˜ ÔÈ ÛËÌÂÚÈÓÔ› ̄ ÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÔ›, ı· Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ·Ó·ÏÔÁÈÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ
ÙÔ ·Ú¿‰ÂÈÁÌ· ÙË˜  ›ÛÙË˜ Î·È ÙÔ Ûı¤ÓÔ˜ ÙË˜ ™˘ÁÎ‡ÙÔ˘Û·˜
°˘Ó·›Î·˜.  ªÂ fiÏÔ ÙÔ ÛÂ‚·ÛÌfi ÌÔ˘ ÚÔ˜ fiÏÔ˘˜ Û·˜, ·ÏÏ¿
ÛÙÂÚÂ›ÛÙÂ ÂÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÌÔ‡, ›ÛÙË˜ Î·È ÁÓÒÛË˜ , fiÛÔÓ ·ÊÔÚ¿ Ù·
‚·Û·ÓËÛÙ‹ÚÈ· Ô˘ ¤Ú·Û·Ó ÔÈ ÚÔ¿ÙÔÚ¤˜ Ì·˜, Î·È ÔÈ ÌËÙ¤ÚÂ˜
Ì·˜, ÁÈ· Ó·  ÂÎÙÈÌ‹ÛÂÙÂ ÙÔ˘ ÙÈ ¤¯ÂÙÂ Û‹ÌÂÚ·.

∆Ô˘˜  ¶ÚÔÊ‹ÙÂ˜, ÙÔ˘˜ ∂˘·ÁÁÂÏÈÛÙ¤˜, ÙË ¶·Úı¤ÓÔ ª·Ú›·,
ÙÔ˘˜ ∞fiÛÙÔÏÔ˘˜, ÙÔ˘˜ ÕÁÈÔ˘˜, ÙÔ˘˜ ª¿ÚÙ˘ÚÂ˜, fiÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜
Û˘ÌÂÚÈ¤Ï·‚Â ÛÙÔ ÚfiÁÚ·ÌÌ¿ ∆Ô˘ Ô £Âfi˜ ÁÈ· Ó· ‰ÒÛÂÈ ·ÏËıÈÓ¿
·Ú·‰Â›ÁÌ·Ù· Î·È ·Ô‰Â›ÍÂÈ˜ fiÙÈ fiÏ· ·˘Ù¿ Â›Ó·È ·ÏËıÈÓ¿,
Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿. ¶ˆ˜ ÌÔÚÔ‡ÌÂ Ó· ÌËÓ ÂÎÙÈÌÔ‡ÌÂ Î·È ÙÈÌÔ‡ÌÂ
fiÏÔ˘˜ÂÎÂ›ÓÔ˘˜ Ô˘ ÔÏ¤ÌËÛ·Ó ÙÔÓ Î·Ïfi fiÏÂÌÔ ÂÓ·ÓÙ›ÔÓ ÙÔ˘
™·Ù·Ó¿, Ô˘ ˘¤ÛÙËÛ·Ó ÙÚÔÌÂÚ¿ ‚·Û·ÓÈÛÙ‹ÚÈ· Î·È ÓÙÚÔ‹;
∞˘ÙÔ‡˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ¿Ó‰ÚÂ˜, Á˘Ó·›ÎÂ˜ Î·È ·È‰È¿, Ô˘ Ê˘Ï·Î›ÛÙËÎ·Ó,
ÂÙÚÔ‚ÔÏ‹ıËÎ·Ó, Î·Ù·‰ÈÒ¯ÙËÎ·Ó Î·È ı·Ó·ÙÒıËÎ·Ó; ∆ÈÌÔ‡ÌÂ
Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ ÙË ÌÓ‹ÌË ÙÔ˘˜ Û‹ÌÂÚ·, ÌÈÌÔ‡ÌÂÓÔÈ ÙÔ ·Ú¿‰ÂÈÁÌ¿
ÙÔ˘˜; ¶ˆ˜ Á›ÓÂÙ·È Ó· ÙÔ˘˜ ÙÈÌÔ‡ÌÂ fiÙ·Ó ·Ú·‚·›ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔ
ı¤ÏËÌ· ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡;  ™ÈÁ¿ ÛÈÁ¿ ̄ ¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ Ù· ·È‰È¿ Ì·˜ ̄ ¿ÚÈ˜  ÛÙÈ˜
·ÔÏ·‡ÛÂÈ˜ ÙÔ‡ÙË˜ ÙË˜ ˙ˆ‹˜. ¢ÂÓ ˘ÌÓÔ‡ÌÂ Ô‡ÙÂ ‰ÔÍ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÙÔ
£Âfi ÌÂ Î·ı·Ú‹ Î·Ú‰È¿ Î·È  ›ÛÙË.  ∂ÈÛÙÚ¤ÊÔ˘ÌÂ ÛÙ· ™fi‰ÔÌ·
Î·È °fiÌÔÚ·, ÛÙÔ ¡ÒÂ, Ô˘ Ô £Âfi˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ÙÈÌÒÚËÛÂ ÁÈ· ÙÈ˜
·Ú¿ÓÔÌÂ˜ Ú¿ÍÂÈ˜ ÙÔ˘˜. ∞Ó Û˘ÓÂ¯›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÛÙÔÓ ›‰ÈÔ Ú˘ıÌfi Ô
£Âfi˜ ı· ÙÈÌˆÚ‹ÛÂÈ Î·È ÙÈ˜ ‰ÈÎ¤˜ Ì·˜ ÁÂÓÈ¤˜.

∆ÒÚ· Â›Ó·È ÏÔÈfiÓ Ë Â˘Î·ÈÚ›·, ÙÔ «ÎÚ›ÛÈÌÔ ÛËÌÂ›Ô» Ó·
·ÏÏ¿ÍÂÙÂ ÙË ˙ˆ‹ Û·˜. ∂Ï¿ÙÂ ÈÔ ÎÔÓÙ¿ ÛÙÔ £Âfi ÙÔ 2009.
∂ÈÎÔÈÓˆÓÂ›ÛÙÂ Î·È ·Á·Â›ÛÙÂ Ô ¤Ó·˜ ÙÔÓ ¿ÏÏÔÓ, ¤ÙÛÈ ÒÛÙÂ ÔÈ
„˘¯¤˜ Û·˜ Ó· ÊˆÙÈÛÙÔ‡Ó ·fi ÙËÓ ·ÚÔ˘Û›· ∆√À. ∞˜ Á›ÓÂÈ
ÛÙfi¯Ô˜ Û·˜ ÁÈ· ÙË Ó¤· ̄ ÚÔÓÈ¿.  √ £Âfi˜ Ì·˙› Û·˜, Ó· Û·˜ ̄ ·Ú›˙ÂÈ
˘ÁÂ›· Î·È ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹ ·Ó¿Ù·ÛË!

Ãƒ√¡π∞ ¶√§§∞ ∫∞π ∫∞§∏ Ãƒ√¡π∞.
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Happy New Year to Everyone.  May it be blessed with
abundant health and prosperity.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1ST—The Circumcision of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Feast day of St. Basil the Great.
Orthros 8:45 am—Divine Liturgy 9:30 am.
Περιτοµη του Ιησου Χριστου—
Του Αγιου Βασιλειου.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4TH—Sunday before Epiphany.
Orthros 8:45 am – Divine Liturgy 10:00

MONDAY, JANUARY 5TH—Eve of Epiphany.
Παραµονη των Φωτων (STRICT FAST)—
(Αυστηρη Νηστεια)
Orthros 8:45 am – Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

MONDAY, JANUARY 5TH—Evening
Great Vespers 7 pm – Μεγας Εσπερινος

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6TH—Holy Epiphany Day—
Τα Αγια Θεοφανεια του Κυριου
Orthros 8:45 am—Divine Liturgy 9:30 am.
Blessing of the Waters.  Μεγας Αγιασµος
των υδατων

      We celebrate the Holy Baptism of our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ.  This is a Major Feast Day of the church.  We
must all come to church on this day to worship and glorify our
Lord.  Blessing of the Great Waters will take place near the end
of the Divine Liturgy.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7TH—The Synaxis of St. John
the Baptist.   Η Συναξις  του
τιµιου Προφητου Ιωαννου Βαπτιστου.
Orthros 8:45 am.—Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11TH—Sunday after Epiphany.
Κυριακη µετα τα Φωτα.
Orthros 8:45 am - Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17TH—St. Anthony the Great.
Του Αγιου Αντωνιου του Μεγαλου
Orthros 8:45 am. – Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18TH—St. Athanasios the Great.
Του Αγιου Αωανασιου Του Μεγαλου.
Orthros 8:45 am—Divine Liturgy 10 am

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25TH—St. Gregory the Theologian
Orthros 8: 45—Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30TH—The Three Hierarchs.
Των Τριων Ιεραρχων.
Orthros 8:45 am—Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
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