GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIX NEAX IEPZEHE

June 27, 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy
of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

Dear Fathers,

I pray this letter finds you all well, both physically and spiritually, experiencing
all of our Lord’s heavenly blessings.

I am sending you, in the attachment below, a clarification in both Greek and
English to the official Communiqué of June 25, 2020 issued by His All-Holiness,
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and the Holy and Sacred Synod. Both the first
Communiqué as well as the attached clarification are to be read tomorrow, Sunday, June
28, 2020 from the pulpit.

Additionally, please note that to those parishes which are live streaming the
Divine Liturgy, you are to live stream the entire service and at no point, especially during
the distribution of Holy Communion, is the camera to be moved, tilted away, or turned
off in order to obscure any part of the Divine Service.

Praying that our loving Lord continues to bless each of you and your ministries, I
remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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OIKOYMENIKO ITATPIAPXEIO

I'oagelo Tvmov kat Emucowvwviag

ANAKOINQXH

To Owovpevikd Tlatoupxelo pe a@OQUT] €QWTIOELS OXETIKA HE TO AV
«EVAOYNOE» 1] OXL TN XOT)0T) TTOAAATAWV 1] G XONOews AaBidwv kata )
petadoon e Ocelag MetaApews otovg motovg, emavaAlappavet o,TL
AVAPEQETAL KAL OTO avakowvwOEév g Agxryoappateag e Ayilag kot
lepag Zvvodov g 251¢ 1o.u. Iovviov:

«Q¢ mpoc Tov TpoTmoV uetadooEws Twv axpaviwv Mvotnplwv €15 TOUG
riwotovg, 1 ExkxAnoia, oefouévn tnv lepav Iapadoorv, tny ovvopaoueévny
appnktwe Pé Ty kal’ nuépav eKKANOLAoTIKNY TPAKTIKNY Kal KEVOTIKNY
eumetpiav, diakpatel T@& A0 AUOVWV Kol UEXPL ONUEPOV LOXVOVTIA, WG
pvAaé xai @povpoc avvotaktoc TWV Tapadobéviwy vmo Twv Ayiwv
[atépwv, xai ovdepiav avaykny evpioker Ot aAAayny Tov TpdTOV TOVTOV
Kal UAALOTa VIO TNv Ttieoy ey eV mapayoviwy.»

H omtowxdnmote, Aotmov, eKKANOIXOTIKT] OLKOVOULR, aokeltatl HOVOV 0TV
OLVTEEXOLV OL OVO LKAVES KAL avaykaleg ovvOrKkeg:

Q) V& VTTAQXEL ATIO TOV VOO TOU KQATOUS KATIOLX ATIAYOQEVOT] OXETIKA
pe ) Oela Aatoela AOyw g mavdnuiag, kat B) VoTeQa ATO TN CVUPWVT
YVWOUN KAt TV mEog  Tovto  adelx G Mntods  ExkAnoiag
KwvotavtivovmoAewg. TTavtwg dev agpooa otnv aAAayr) tov teOTIoU
Hetaddoews, MOAAW de HAAAOV 0TI XONOT] TOAAATIAQV 1) LG XOT)OEWS
aylwv AaBdwv.

26 Iovviov 2020
Ao to I'oageio Tomov kat Emiikowvawviag
tov Owovpevikov Iatolpyeiov



ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE

Press Office and Communications

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Ecumenical Patriarchate, prompted by questions regarding whether or
not it has “blessed” the use of multiple or disposable communion spoons
during the distribution of Holy Communion to the faithful, reiterates that
which is already stated in the Communiqué of the Chief Secretariat of the
Holy and Sacred Synod of the 25th of this June:

“As to the mode of distributing the undefiled Mysteries to the faithful, the
Church, respecting Holy Tradition, which is inextricably interwoven with
Her daily ecclesiastical practice and kenotic experience, retains those things
that are valid from time immemorial and unto the present day, as a guard
and vigilant watchman of those traditions handed down by the Holy
Fathers, and finds no need for a change of this mode, especially under
pressure from external factors.”

Ecclesiastical oikonomia of whatever kind, then, is exercised only when the
two sufficient and necessary circumstances coincide:

a) that there is some prohibition by the law of the state regarding the
Divine Worship because of the pandemic, and b) only after the Mother
Church of Constantinople has given Her concurring opinion and
permission to this effect. In any case, this does not apply to the change of
the mode of distribution, much less the use of multiple or disposable holy
communion spoons.

26 June 2020
From the Press Office and Communications
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate



