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November 30, 2024

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils,
Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100,
the Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek
Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the
Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Their sound has gone forth unto all the earth, and the words unto the ends of the
oikoumene.
(Psalm 18:4, LXX)

Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

By unanimous decision of the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Sacred
Archdiocese of America, the honorable and most esteemed Order of Saint
Andrew, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, is to be recognized yearly for
the Feast of their Celestial Patron, Saint Andrew the Apostle and First-Called
Disciple of the Lord. This year, the commendation of our beloved Order of
Archons will occur on Sunday, December 1, with the reading of this first-ever
Encyclical.

The Order of Saint Andrew is a venerable organization dedicated to the
defense and protection of our Venerable Ecumenical Patriarchate; but it is also so



much more. The Archons represent the interests of the Mother Church and our
Archdiocese in all manner of public and private forums. A visit to their website
(https://archons.org) would reveal an incredible number of initiatives that impact
the Church in America in positive, Christ-affirming ways. The Archons exercise a
worldwide reach that extends to Greece and the Eparchies of the Ecumenical
Throne to promote religious freedom around the globe, and recognize virtuous,
humanitarian leadership through the annual Athenagoras Human Rights Award.
Indeed, their voices are heard throughout the oikoumene!

Many of our parishes have members who are Archons, an office (offikion)
that is personally approved and bestowed by His All-Holiness himself. On this
Sunday, when we take time to show our respect and esteem for the Archons of our
Church who are the Members of the Order of Saint Andrew, let us resolve to stand
with them in their spiritual phalanx in defense of the Holy Great Church of Christ.
We are all sons and daughters of the Mother Church of Constantinople, and we
express our gratitude and appreciation to Her brave and devoted Archons for all
that they accomplish on Her behalf. May they enjoy many years of health and
spiritual prosperity!

With paternal love in Christ,
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t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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Agxteruokomukr] 'EyxvkAilog yiax tnv Kvglakr twv Agxoviwv.
30 NoepPotov 2024

IToog tolvg XePacuiwtatovg kal Oeopleotatovs AQ)LEQELS, TOUG
EvAafeotatovg Tepelc kat Auxkovoug, tic IlpeoButépeg kal tic Atakoviooeg,
toUG Movayxoug kat tic Movaxécg, toug ITpoédpoug kat taa MéAN twv Kowvotikwv
YupPovAiwv, Tovg Evtpodoywrtdtovg  Agyovteg tov  Oilkovpevikov
ITatowxpxetov, T péAn ¢ ‘Hyeolag twv 100, ta Hueprowx kat Amoyevpativa
YxoAela, tic PAomtwyxovg AdeAgpotnteg, T NeoAaia, tic ‘EAANVo006d0Eec
Opyavwoelg kal O0A0kANoo 10 Xpwotemwvupo mANowua e Tepag
AQXLETMIOKOTING AUEQLKTG.

«Eig maoav v ynv €éENABev 0 @O0y yog avTwV Katl elg T Tépata TG

olkovHévng ta ENuata avtwv» (WaAuoc 18:4).
[Tooo@iAeig adeAol kat adeApeg év XoLotw,

Me opopwvn anopaon e Tepag Emapxiaxkng Xuvvodov g Tepag
AQXLETUOKOTING HAG, TO E€atpetiko Tayua tov Ayiov Avdgéa twv Aoxovtwv
oL Otkovuevikov Tlatouapxetov, avayvweiletal katl TiHATAL €TNOIWS KOVTX
0TIV £€0QT1 TOV TEOOTATOL Tov, Aylov Avdpéa tov ITpwTtokArTov, ATTOoTOAOL
kal pabntov tov Kuvplov pag. AUTO T0 €10G, 1) €MALVETI) AVAYVW@ELOT] TOL
npoo@lovg Taypatog twv Agxovtwv moaypatomnoteltat onpeox, Kvowakr) 1

Aexeupolov €.¢, pue v EEamoAvon g mMaEoVOTC TIRWTNG EYKUKALOL.



To Tayua tov Ayilov Avdpéa eivar BéPawx Evag allooéPaotog
00YaVIOUOS, A@legwHévog oty meootaciaa  toL  OIKOUHEVIKOD  HAG
[Natowxpxelov, Ouwe ol dpAoels Tov ETekTelvovTal kal g&¢ TMoAAoUG &AAovg
topels. Ol AQYXOVTESG TEOOTATEVOLY T CLHPEQOVTA TG MnTteog ExkAnoiac kat
¢ Teoag Apyxlemiokomng pag, pe kabe 100mM0O, 08¢ OAOLS TOLG dNUOCIOVG 1)
OWTIKOVSG 0QYavIOHOoUG. Mia amAn emiokePr] oag otV 10TOOEAdA TOUG
(https://archons.org) amoxkaAvntel évav aniotevto aQOUO ATO TEWTOPROVALES
KAl 0pdoelg oL €xovv Betko avrtiktumo yx v ExkAnoia pag otr)v Apeouxr
Kal yux t) dkdoor tov EvaryyeAiov. Ot AgXovTtes AOKOUV TTAYKOOULX £TTLOQOT),
mov émekteivetat tooo otV ‘EAA&da, 600 xkat o 6Aeg tic émapyleg TOL
Otkovpevikov Gpovov, yx v meowdnon ¢ Opnokevtikng EéAevOeplac,
avayvwellovtag kKal THOVTAG EVAQETOUS T1)yéteg moL  mEowbovv T
avOpwmiva  dikawwuata, Héow TOL  Emowov  Peoafelov  avOowTVWV
dikaiwpdtwv «Ilatoudoxng AOnvayodoac». Ilodypaty «eig T mTéQata NG
OlKOVLELEVTG €ENADOV T OrjpaTAa AVTV»!

[ToAAeg kowOTNTES pag €Xouv HEAN TOL elvat AQXOVTEG. «AQXwWV» elval
Eva 0p@ikio N d&lwpa, TO OTIOIO €YKQELVETAL TTQOOWTIKA ATIO TOV (OOV TOV
IMavaywtato Otkovpeviko Tatoudoxn. Avt v Kvguaxn, kata v omnoia
TIMOVHE KAl avaryvweilovpe T éAN tov Taypatog tov Ayiov Avdgéa, dnAadn
toUg Agxovteg g ExkkAnoiac pag, &g deopevBovpe va otpatevBovue pali
TOUG Ywx TNV UMEQAOCTION TWV JIKAWUATWV TS MeydAng tov Xolotov
ExxAnoiag. Eipaote OAol pac tékva g Mntooc ExkAnolag g
KwvotavtivovnoAews, kat €x@odlovpe TNV EKTIUNON Kal TV EVYVWHOOUVN
MG TQOG TOUG EEAIQETIKOVG Kal A@oolwpévoug Apgxovtes, Yix OAa doa
EruTuyxdavouvv &k pépouvg te. Evxopatr va Crjoovv €t moAAd, pe Vyela kal

TIVELHATIKT) eVT)HeQLaL.
Meta matokng év XpLotw ayanng,
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